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EFFECTI VE FUNCTI ONI NG OF HUMAN RI GHTS MECHANI SMS

NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS AND REG ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Argentina, Australia*, Austria, Belgiunt, Botswana, Brazil?*,

Bul gari a*, Canada, Cape Verde, Doninican Republic*, ElI Salvador,

France, Germany, G eece*, Honduras*, Hungary*, lreland, ltaly,

Japan, Lithuani a*, Mudagascar, Malta*, New Zeal and*, Norway,

Phi |l i ppi nes, Portugal*, Romania, Senegal., South Africa, Spain*,

Ukraine*, United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Irel and
Uruguay, Venezuela: draft resolution

1999/... Redgional arrangenents for the pronotion
and protection of human rights

The Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights in June 1993 (A/ CONF. 157/23), which
reiterated, inter alia, the need to consider the possibility of establishing
regi onal and subregional arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of
human rights where they do not al ready exist,

Recal l i ng General Assenbly resolution 32/127 of 16 Decenber 1977 and al
subsequent resol utions of the Assenmbly concerning regional arrangenents for
the promotion and protection of human rights, nost recently resolution 53/148
of 9 Decenber 1998,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional comm ssions of the Econom c and Soci al Counci l
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Recal ling al so Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1997/ 34 of
11 April 1997,

Reaffirm ng that regional arrangenments play a fundanental role in
pronmoti ng and protecting human rights and shoul d reinforce universal human
rights standards, as contained in international human rights instrunments, and
their protection,

Recalling that the World Conference recommended that nore resources
shoul d be nade avail able for the strengthening or the establishnment of
regi onal arrangenents for the promption and protection of human rights under
the programre of technical cooperation in the field of human rights of the
O fice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights,

Supporting the efforts made by the United Nations, the specialized
agenci es and regi onal intergovernnmental organizations in order to promte and
protect human rights at the regional level, and the conclusion of regiona
arrangenents in the field of human rights,

Noti ng the expansion of the technical cooperation programe of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, extended upon the request
of the concerned Menber States, and the crucial inportance of sharing
i nformati on and experiences and devel opi ng and strengtheni ng nationa
capacities for the pronotion and protection of human rights,

Consi dering that the cooperation between the United Nations and regiona
arrangenents in the field of human rights continues to be both substantive and
mut ual |y supportive and possibilities exist for increased cooperation

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
(E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 93) ;

2. Wel conmes the continui ng cooperation and assi stance of the Ofice
of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights in the further
strengt heni ng of the existing regional arrangenents and regi onal machinery for
the promotion and protection of human rights, in particular through technica
cooperation which is ainmed at national capacity-building, public information
and education, with a view to exchanging information and experience in the
field of human rights;

3. Al so wel cones, in that respect, the close cooperation of the

O fice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights in the

organi zati on of regional and subregional training courses and workshops in the
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field of human rights, high-1evel governnment expert neetings and regi onal
conferences of national human rights institutions, ained at creating greater
under st andi ng of the pronotion and protection of human rights issues in the
regi ons, inproving procedures and exam ning the various systens for the
pronoti on and protection of universally accepted human ri ghts standards and at
identifying obstacles to ratification of the principal international human
rights and strategies to overcone them

4, Stresses the inportance of the programre of technical cooperation
in the field of human rights and renews its appeal to all Governments to
consi der making use of the possibilities offered by the United Nations, under
this programme, of organizing workshops or training courses at the nationa
| evel for government personnel and rel evant professional groups on the
application of international human rights standards and the experience of
rel evant international bodies, and notes with satisfaction, in that respect,
the establishment of technical cooperation projects with Governnments of al
regi ons;

5. Wl conmes the grow ng exchanges between the United Nations and the
bodi es created by the United Nations in accordance with the treaties dealing
with human rights, on the one hand, and regional intergovernnenta
organi zati ons, such as the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, the Inter-Anerican Comi ssion on Human Ri ghts and
the African Conm ssion on Human and Peoples' Rights, on the other hand,

6. Reiterates the recommendation of the World Conference on Human
Ri ghts that human rights officers be assigned if and when necessary to
regi onal offices of the United Nations for the purpose of disseninating
informati on and offering training and other technical assistance in the field
of human rights upon the request of the concerned Menber States, and in this
regard calls upon the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human
Rights to al so dissem nate information regardi ng regi onal arrangenents which
exist in different parts of the world;

7. Wel conmes in this regard the appointment by the Ofice of the
United Nations High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts of a regi onal programre
advi ser, based in Pretoria, within the framework of its programe of technica

cooperation, who is facilitating the pronmoti on and protection of human rights,
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denocracy and the rule of |aw through projects and activities and by providing
on-site support and advice, upon request, to Governnents and the Southern
African Devel opnent Community;

8. Takes note with appreciation of the decision nmade by the

United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to nmake avail able, at the
request of Menber States, the services of a regional human rights adviser as a
regi onal project officer in connection with the inplenentation of technica
cooperation in the Asian and Pacific region, in accordance with the framework
of cooperation established at the sixth Wrkshop on Regi onal Arrangenmentes for
the Pronmotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Asian and Pacific Region
held in Tehran from 28 February to 2 March 1998;

9. Requests the Secretary-General, as foreseen in programre 19, Human
rights, of the nmediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001, to continue to
strengt hen exchanges between the United Nations and regional intergovernnenta
organi zations dealing with human rights and to nake avail abl e adequat e
resources fromw thin the regul ar budget of technical cooperation to these
activities of the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts to pronote regional arrangenents;

10. Wl cones the adoption by the Assenmbly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organi zation of African Unity of the Protocol to the Charter
on Human and Peopl es' Rights on the establishnment of an African Court of Human
and Peoples’ Rights, as well as the assistance provided by the Ofice of the
United Nations High Comm ssioner for Human Rights for the el aboration of this
Pr ot ocol

11. Invites States in areas where regional arrangenents in the field
of human rights do not yet exist to consider concluding agreements with a view
to the establishment within their respective regions of suitable regiona
machi nery for the pronotion and protection of human rights;

12. Requests the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner for
Human Rights to continue to pay special attention to the nost appropriate ways
of assisting, at their request, countries of the different regions under the
programe of technical cooperation and to nake, where necessary, relevant
recomendati ons;

13. Invites the Secretary-General, in the report he will present to

the General Assenbly at its fifty-fifth session, to provide information about
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t he progress made since the adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action on reinforcing the exchange of information and extendi ng

col | aborati on between the organs of the United Nations dealing with human
rights and regi onal organizations in the field of the pronotion and protection
of human rights;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to it at its
fifty-seventh session a report on the state of regional arrangenents for the
pronoti on and protection of human rights, to formulate concrete proposals and
recommendati ons on ways and neans to strengthen cooperation between the
United Nations and regional arrangenents in the field of human rights and to
include therein the results of action taken in pursuance of the present
resol ution;

15. Decides to consider this question further at its fifty-seventh

sessi on.



