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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m. to another crucial area of its work: the consideration of long-
term development issues, including environment and

sustainable development.

Agenda item 95: Operational activities for development , . .
(continued (A/C.2/53/L.9) 6. Atthe current session, the discussions would focus on the

Secretary-General's proposals for strengthening the work of
Draft resolution on preparations for the special session gfe United Nations system in the areas of environment and
the General Assembly in the year 2001 to review th@yman settlements, which were directly linked to the
achievement of thgoals of the World Summit for Children committee’s consideration of the Secretary-General’s report
(A/C.2/53/L.9) on ways and means of undertaking the review of progress

1. Mr. Dahlgren (Swedehsaid that the short proceduralmade in implementing conventions related to sustainable
draft resolution responded to paragraph 27 of Gene@gvelopment (A/53/477).

Assembly resolution 51/186. 7. More than a year had passed since the nineteenth special

2. Sweden welcomed the report of the Secretary-Genepgpsion of the General Assembly, at which the progress made
(A/53/186), which provided an update on progress towarg#ce the Rio Conference had been reviewed. In the interval,
the end-decade goals, within the context provided by tiée Commission on Sustainable Development had changed
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and highlighted thiés emphasis, focusing more on strategic sustainable
major challenges that remained to be met before the SummHA&velopment issues than on a chapter-by-chapter review of
promises for children could be kept. The report showed thAgenda 21. In addition, better coordination had been

much remained to be done to ensure that the special sesdifpduced between the Commission and other bodies

to be held in 2001 would be as important as the Worlorking to build a global consensus on the policies to be
Summit for Children. implemented in critical sectors for sustainable development,

ch as the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests, which
3. Sweden therefore proposed that the General AssemEJ g

o . . . continued to bring many countries together in a common
should postpone to its fifty-fourth session the consideration : .
of the arrangements for the special session, so that the Uni%lgéjerstandlng of sound forestry policy.
Nations and Member States would have time to hold tfe The Commission on Sustainable Development had also
necessary discussions and prepare an appropriate resoluisayed to be an effective forum for genuine dialogue between
while still leaving nearly two years for the formal preparationSovernments and other stakeholders, such as industry, trade
for the special session. unions and non-governmental organizations. The outcomes
of its work were action-oriented, as shown by its strategic

4. Owing to the procedural nature of the draft resolution,

- approaches to freshwater management and the agreements
no additional sponsors had been sought, but Sweden hOFr)ggched among stakeholders on the issue of voluntary
that the draft would be adopted by consensus.

initiatives thiough which the private sector could undertake
toimprove its environmental performance. Those activities
were complemented by the many local, national and regional

development(A/53/25, A/53/72-S/1998/156, initiatives being taken, particularly tugh national councils
AJ53/95-S/1998/311, AI53/96, A/53/156-S/1998/78, (). < istainable development.

A/53/165-S/1998/601, A/53/371-S/1998/848, AI53/416,
A/53/425, A/53/487) 9. The Commission on Sustainable Development would

tackle new challenges in 1999. It would deialer alia, with
issues relating to oceans, since the Commission was the only
forum that covered all aspects of those issues, including not
only the legal and scientific dimensions, but also pollution
control and coastal zone management. It would also consider
. ; . . tourism, which, though it was one of the fastest-growing
review and appraisal of the implementation of economic sectors and a major source of income for many
Agenda 21 (A/53/477) countries, could also have a pooihd impact on
5. Mr. Desai (Under-Secretary-General for Economic andnvironmental and natural resources. Lastly, the Commission
Social Affairs) said that the work of the Second Committeeould evaluate the Barbados Programme of Action in
had, understandably, been dominated thus far by the wodannection with the five-year review to be conducted @99.
economic crisis, but that it was time for the Coittee to turn  Work would also be done on agriculture and sustainable
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development and on energy and sustainable development, well as measures in the socio-economic domain, such as
which were on the agendas for 2000 and 2001, respectively.  zoning regulations, building standards, contingency planning
It should be noted that the Commission on Sustainable and the strengthening of coping capacities.

Development had decided to elect the members of its Buref$| Thirdly, the report attempted to present an overall view

at the end of each session so that they could follow andihe socio-economic impact of tH97—1998 EI Nifio
participate in the preparations for the subsequent Sessm[‘)‘nfortunately, however, little conclusive information on

10. With respect to the impact of the reform of the United global losses had been available at the time of its preparation
Nations Secretariat, especially the integration of three and there was no commonly agreed methodology for the
departments into one, the new Sustainable Development assessmentof damage. A gap therefore existed in the timely
Division continued to provide technical cooperation, assessment of El Nifio damage and the provision of reliable
particularly in the areas of energy and water resources, and  statistics to guide future actions. A further crucial problem
more synergies would be created in the future between at the country level was how to decide whether specific
support for the intergovernmental process and technical damages incurred should be attributed to the EI Nifio
cooperation activities. It would also be necessary to phenomenon.

strengthen analytical capacities, not only with respect i

enV|ror'1men'F and sustainable development{ but. also in al ised by EI Nifio had tragic consequences for people and
areas in Wh'ch the Qeneral Assembly required inputs th@tﬁmmunities. They destroyed crucial infrastructure and vital

would enable it to review long-term development trends. networks and temporarily deprived the population of shelter

11. With respect to the Secretary-General's report and basic social services. They also severely disrupted
(A/53/477), it iould be borne in mind that the role of the oeomic activities at the macroeconomic and local levels and
General Assembly and of the United Nations Secretariat was impeded economic competitiveness, while investment in
not to interfere in the conference processes, but to strengthen  sustainable development was marginalized and progress very
the linkages among the various conventions from a cross- often halted.

sectoral and integrated perspective. 17,

Looking beyond pure figures, the natural disasters

It was for those reasons that the General Assembly had

12. Mr. Boullé (Director of the secretariat of the includedthe item in the agenda of its fifty-second session in
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction) ogedion of the fact that the affected comnitias could no
introduced the report on international cooperation to reduce longer limit themselves to compensating the loss of lives and
the impact of the El Nifio phenomenon (A/53/487) which was  property and that the only affordable solution lay in disaster
submitted by the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraphs prevention, preparedness and mitigation.

4 and 10 of General Assembly resolution 52/200. 18. As indicated in paragraphs 30 to 33 of the report,

13. The report first elaborated on the scientific and through the Inter-Agency Task Force on El Nifio, the United
technical aspects of the El Nifio phenomenon, which had Nations system had adopted an overall strategy for reducing
dominated the global climate in 1997 and 1998 with greater the impact of the El Nifio phenomenon wigfntbr
strength than ever recorded. Although recent technological together the scientific and operational capacities of the whole
developments and increased interest worldwide in natural Organization, a unique forum allowing for a system-wide,
disaster reduction had contributed to vastly improved skills multidimensional and multidisciplinary strategic approach.

In the forecastmg. of the El qu phenomenon, fur-theig_ The process towards improved disaster reduction would
improvements continued to pose major challenges to scienge. | 4 key component of the overall evaluation of the

Efforts in thgt direction were being spearheaded by the Wor‘lﬂhievements of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Meteorological Organization (WMO). Reduction, scheduled to take place in Geneva in 1999 as a

14. Secondly, the report analysed the opportunities and complement to the discussions at the substantive session of
requirements for preventive action in order to make the Economic and Social Council. In addition, an international
communities at risk more réeent to the impact of future EI  conference on early warning systems for the reduction of
Nifio events. The recurrent nature of such events offered natural disasters, held in Germany in September 1998, had
opportunities for optimized vulnerdlty reduction, based on reconfirmed the potential of early warning systems. In that

a soundunderstanding of past events and the prediction of connection, the United Nations Development Programme
future events. It was therefore essential to take preventive (UNDP) was continuing its work on improving the
measures based on science and technology, such as early assessment of the social and economic impact at the country
warning systems and climate prediction and monitoring, as and community levels.
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20. In accordance with General Assembly resolution implementation of economic policies. The immediate
52/200, which requested the Secretary-General to promot@noeaic crisis could have the effect of masking a whole

an intergovernmental meeting of experts that would form the range of long-term environmental problems which portended
cornerstone in shaping a concerted process of cooperation, immense consequences for the socio-economic well-being
the first such meeting was due to be held in Ecuador in and security of nations. UNEP would therefore endeavour to
November 1998, with the participation of the ensure thatthe gains which had been made in international
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C), WMO, environmental protection over the pastasesiwere not

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural reversed.

Organization (UNESCO) and various other actors. It wou
provide for the first ever system-wide scientific and technic
retrospective of the El Nifio phenomenon and would establi§
a platform for the development of sustained future strategig
based on concrete data. Peru had offered to host a secq
meeting, which would emphasize the role of decision make,
and the operational application of specific knowledge on
Nifio.

I%S. At its fifth special session, the Governing Council had
dopted a number of reforms, as well as new priority areas
UNEP action. With regard to internal reform, the
Fganizational structure of UNEP was being remodelled in
@ggirdance with the Nairobi Declaration, with a view to
Ehieving greater policy coherence and more effective
ogramme delivery. The United Nations Office at Nairobi
(UNON) had assumed respon#ity for all administrative
21. The recommendations in the conclusion to the services of both UNEP and Habitat, thus allowing for
Secretary-General’s report should provide the necessary administrativengies of nearly 30 per cent. That saving,
guidance to Member States. If Member States applied the the “environment dividend”, would be used to fund the
existing means in a concerted fashion, they would be able to  substantive activities of UNEP programmes.

achieve positive results in disaster mitigation and prep:a\ﬁ%_ The first major area in which UNEP would be
themselves for a future recurrence of the El N'neoncentrating was the development of an early warning
phenomenon. capacity, not just in terms of environmental emergencies, but

22. Mr. Amin (Director of the Regional Office for North  also with regard to monitoring environmental trends. The aim
America of the United Nations Environment Programme) said was to link monitoring, assessment, early warning and
that he would deliver the statement of the Executive Director emergency response mechanisms.

of the United Nations En_viropment Prpgramm_e (UNEP)’_ Wh?7. Secondly, UNEP was concentrating on industry and

:;f.‘d. rt\a(_j lt(é gc; to Nalrob;htoEpart|C|patet|n the AfrlCar}echnology transfer, including cleaner production and
inisterial L-onterence on the Environment. voluntary initiatives with the private sector, which had a

23. The pastyear had been a decisive one for UNEP inthat major role to play in promoting sustainable development.

its role and mandate had been redefined by the Na”%. The third priority area was information, assessment,

Declaration. The report of the Governing Council of UN'_EaTnonitoring, diagnostic analysis and action programmes for

(A/53/25) reviewed the work of the Council at its fifth speci reshwater management. Using a new global environmental

session, at which it had considered key concerns raised durmgnitoring system for freshwater, UNEP was laying the
the special session of the General Assembly for the PUrPGSBndations of a system for predicting “hot spots” and

zf an gve;rlallrrhewew and apdprglsal c;f Lhedmplgrlzer!tatlo_r; vironmental emergencies, so as to alert Governments to
genda 21. The recommendations of the United Nations e the necessary steps to use their water resources

Force on Epwronment and Human Settlements, which Welrgtionally. With the support of the Global Environment
included in the report of the Secretary-General

environment and human settlements (A4&3), would also
have significant implications for the deliberations of th
Second Committee on environment and sustainaq
development.

0fgacility, it had initiated a global international waters
assessment, taking into account socio-economic variables.

hat assessment would make it possible to provide
ormation at a level of disaggregation that would be useful

to decision makers at the national and regional levels.

24. The fifty-third session of the General Assembly had s

far been dominated by discussions on the impact of tr%%veral initiatives, including a project to help African

current global financial turmoil, which would undoubtedly b%ountries deal with the growing ecological impact of large

an addlyonal |mped|me_nt 0 the_ c_ollectlve struggle of theiies on the continent's water resources. Within the
international community to inject the concept of

. | and ial inability i he desi mework of the United Nations System-wide Special
environmental and social sustainability into the design afGiiative for Africa, the joint UNEP-Habitat project would

In line with its support to Africa, UNEP had under way
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assist African countries to put in place early warning 334r. Hapsoro (Indonesia), speaking on behalf of the
mechanisms for timely detection of potential “hot spots”. Group of 77 and China, said that, considering the number, the
Finally, in partnership with the United Nations Educational, importance and the interdependence of the environmental
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), UNEP had conventions, the coordination of work related to them was
organized a Pan-African conference on sustainable integrated essential. Furthermore, the reports on the implementation of
coastal management in Maputo, Mozambique, which had those conventions stressed the need for consistency in policies
adopted the Maputo Declaration establishing a framework for and actions. Coordination was not easy because the
regional cooperation and management of marine and coastal conferences of parties to the conventions were autonomous
resources. bodies, and the secretariats were scattered around the world.

30. The fith area of concentration involved theThe task of the current meeting was to review the follow-up

coordination and development of environmental polic the United Nations C_:qnference on Environment and
instruments. Within that area, remarkable headway had b ﬁvelopment and the fulfilling of commitments undertaken
made with regard to two international legal instrumenf%tRio and reaffirmed at the nineteenth special session of the
designed to ensure the safe management of hazardaﬁneral Assembly. In that regard, the report of the United
chemicals that moved across borders. The Prior Informg{‘?tions Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements,
Consent Procedure Convention for Certain HazardoW@i_Ch suggt_asted Iine_s ofaction to be taken to strengthen the
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade had be%ﬁ'_te(; Natl_onS Enwronr?ent Programmcle (UNEP) ans_ the
adopted at Rotterdam, and negotiations for a global lega ItGI}d bNatlon_sd Cegtt;e hor Humanl Sett ments (Hadltat)
binding instrument on persistent organic pollutants had bedrP! s\f?]nSI erg yt eGeneradAsge Iger age}n a
initiated in June 1998. Continuing with its focus on law/teM 3_0' ith regard to progress made since t gCon erence,
UNEP was concentrating on its Support to the environmen&ﬁ’ pointed out that many countries had established national
conventions and was working to develop Cohereﬁpordinating mechanisms for implementation of Agenda 21
interlinkages and coordination among them, as mandated thhatl threfe conr\]/entlohns dhadl e_ntered mtp force.
the special session of the General Assembly for the purpdggvert eless, just when the developing countries were

of an overall review and appraisal of the implementation &‘aakmg an efiort to implement Agenda 21 and to include the

Agenda 21. Those efforts were described in the reportoftﬁHStaim"bIe development approach in their economic

Secretary-General on ways and means of undertaking ﬁlgevelopmentplans, they were in danger of failing because of

review of progress made in implementing conventions relate de.chne' in official development assistance and the world
to sustainable development (A/53/477). financial crisis. Poverty had worsened and, consequently, so

had environmental degradation.
31. With regard to other activities, he said that the High-

level Committee of Ministers and Officials would be meetin The Group of 77 and China had noted W'th sat|sf§ct|on
in Buenos Aires on 10 November 1998 to provide guidan Qe repprt of the Sec'retary-GeneraI OP international
on reform of UNEP, financing of sustainable development affgoperation to reduce the impact of the El N!no 'phenlomenon
the contribution of UNEP to the seventh session of tHg/>3/487).In 1997 and 1998, many countries in Africa and
Commission on Sustainable Development. In that connectidic @ Nad experienced climate anomalies and natural disasters;
UNEP and the World Trade Organization (WTO) would paoreover, forest fires had caused incalculable dama}gg in
hosting an international conference on sustainable tourismjifionesia. Nevertheless, there was some cause for optimism.
smallisland developing States and other island States. TAQE €xPerience of the affected countries would provide the
conference would be followed by the twentieth session of tiigcessary input for disaster prevention. The United Nations

Governing Council of UNEP, which would be considering th&/aS in @ position to implement a coordinated strategy. In that
topic of tourism, the ongoing reform of UNEP and the workegard, the Group of 77 and China noted that the secretariat
programme for the biennium 2000-2001 of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,

) ) ] . which coordinated relevant El Nifio issues, was responsible,

UNEP needed a solid financial base in order to discharge #gstainable Development, for the preparations for the special
strengthened mandate and meet the growing environmenfaksion on the Programme of Action for the Sustainable
challenges worldwide. Over the last few months, there hasbyelopment of Small Island Developing States. The Group
been a positive trend in contributions, and it was to be hopg# 77 and China also welcomed the international Decade-
that the further focusing and revitalization of UNEP wouldlg|ated conference that had been held in Potsdam, Germany,
resultin the further strengthening of financial support. i, September 1998, on early warning systems for the



A/C.2/53/SR.19

reduction of national disasters, and agreed with the Secretary- enter into force, many issues needed to be addressed, in
General that the prevention of negative impacts from future  particular the operation of flexible mechanisms, which should

El Nifio events must be the highest priority in international be governed by clearly defined and equitable criteria. The
disaster management. The first intergovernmental meeting of international community had endorsed the Programme of
experts on El Nifio would be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in  Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
November 1998. At the current session, the Group of 77 and Developing States, since such States were particularly
China, together with Mexico, would submit a draft resolution  vulnerable to the effects of climate change, and he stressed
entitled “International cooperation to reduce the impact of the  the international community’s resiitoestowards those

El Nifio phenomenon”, and hoped that their partners would  States. itioadd the bilateral contributions of its member

adopt the draft resolution by consensus. States, the European Union had committed over 1 billion

35.  With regard to the report of the Secretary-General (IJ:nCU,for the per_lod 1996-2000 within the framework of the
utilization of the development dividend (A/53/374), th(—!"Ome Convention.

Group of 77 and China considered that such funds should be 39. He noted the importance of the fourth meeting of the
used only for development projects that were not mandated Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
under the regular ddget, and that the focus should be on  Diversity for work programmes in many fields of biodiversity,
projects with multiplier effects and which contributed to including marine and coastal biodiversity, which would be a
capacity-building, including human resources development. valuable contribution to the United Nations Year of the
Member States had a role to play in defining the principles Oceans. The European Union also attached great importance
for the use of the development account. to the conservation and sustainable use of forests, given the
threats that they faced, as had been demonstrated bg¢keatr

36. Mr. Glanzer (Austria), speaking on behalf of the : . i .
European Union, the Central and Eastern European countrfférseSt fires in various parts of the world. Negotiations on a

associated with the European Union and the associaﬁgasafety protocol should conclude in Februagpso.

country Cyprus, said that encouraging progress had been 40. The European Union was the largest external source of
made in the field of sustainable development, such as the financing for efforts to combat desertification. It welcomed
adoption of the Convention on the Prior Informed Consent the fact that a numlmmtfies in Africa had already begun
Procedure, the replenishment of the Global Environment to include that concern in their development plans. In that
Facility and the holding of the second meeting of the context, the European Union supported, in particular, the
Intergovernmental Forum on Forests. However, many “bottom-up” approach recommended in the Convention. It
environmental problems had been aggravated as a result of hoped that the second session of the Conference of the Parties
continuing poverty and production and consumption patterns to tirev€nhtion to Combat Desertification, to be held in

that were not adapted to sustainable development. In order Dakar in DecerBB8r would give new impetus to

to achieve sustainable development, environmental issues implementation of that instrument. The European Union
must become an integral part of national policies and reaffirmed its commitment to sustainable development.

international cooperation. The European Union was Well -\ vajie (Brazil), speaking on behalf of the Southern

aware pfthat factand was egtremely concerned by the dec"@Smmon Market (MERCOSUR), welcomed the fact that the

in official development assistance (ODA). idea of sustainable development was gaining ground in public

37. He stressed the need for improved coordination among administration bodies and all sectors of civil society. The
the environmental conventions and their secretariats, and for MERCO®WRirees supported the conclusions of the

an integrated approach that would put an end to the nineteenth special session of the General Assembly, and
proliferation of meetings and mechanisms. The European believed that many challenges must be met before the goals
Union attached great importance to the integration of an of Agenda 21 could be achieved. Sustainable development
environmental dimension into all United Nations policies and was inseparable from the problems of social development and
activities. In that regard, it noted with satisfaction the population. S92, poverty had increased, and with it
recommendations made by the United Nations Task Force on  environmental degradation; production and consumption
Environment and Human Settlements, which the Secretary- patterns that conflicted with the interests of sustainable
General intended to implement on his own authority. development were still in common use, and pollution had
38. With regard to climate change, the Kyoto ProtOC(grpcreas_ed. At a time when international cooperation was more
constituted a major step forward in the reduction oqssentlal than ever, there were those who sought to give a new

greenhouse gases. Nevertheless, before the Protocol Cdmarpr_etation to the basic principles of_Ag_enda 21. While
countries should work towards achieving sustainable
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development based on democracy, social justice and respect nineteenth special session of the General Assembly. His
for the environment, for many developing countries the delegation welcomed the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol and
challenges far outweighed the means. International trading the important achievements in the area of instruments relating
conditions must be made less hostile to such countries. Asa to chemical safety and management and hoped that the
first step, their exports should no longer be denied entryon ongoing negotiations on forests and persistent organic
the pretext of environmental protection. Furthermore, while  pollutants would be successfully concluded as scheduled.

poverty must be eliminated in the South, waste must 91% His delegation also welcomed the recommendations

reduced in the North. Two conferences of the States part'r%%lde by the United Nations Task Force on Environment and

to two_co_nvent|ons \.NOUId be held in Nover_nbr998, and uman Settlements and considered that the recommendations
negotiations on a biosafety protocol were in progress. T Sncerning the organization of a ministerial-level

MERCOt.SUR fcoutrr]]tnes V\t/ere fqllowT%hwnCh mter_es_t theenvironmental forum, the establishment of an environment
preparations for Ihe next session of the L.ommission %'anagement group and the development of coordination
Sustainable Development, and its |n|t|at|ve§ W'th respect B%tween environmental conventions should be considered in
forests ar'ld freshvyater. MERCOSUR prowdeq 'ts. membﬁépth by the General Assembly in plenary session. It hoped
StaFes with a swtable. framework for C°°rd”??“”9 thekrhat those recommendations would help to strengthen
environment and sustainable development policies. coordination between various institutions and to create
42. Ms. Linde (United States of America) said that because synergies among all thosd#vdd in environment
the United States was blessed with extensive and varied management.

forests, it had extensive experience in forest management %n,d However, his Government hoped that the Commission
sustainable forestry. At the international level, he6 ' Sustainab’le Development's unique role would be

Government and that of Brazil would sponsor an internationﬁ.r intained. The new thematic approach adopted by the
experts meeting in March 1999 in San Juan, Puerto R'_CO’ 2BBmmission at its most recent session, which involved the
the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests had held its fIrﬁﬁegration of sectoral and cross-sectoral themes and the

substantive session in Genevamthg summer of 1998. TB%trticipation of major groups and economic sectors, had
Forum had led to recommendations which must hﬁ’roved extremely useful

implemented by,inter alia, applying the criteria and _ _ _
indicators established by the Intergovernmental Panel 68 His Government welcomed the choice of sustainable

Forests, prior to any debate over possible future instrumerfé@nsumption patterns as a cross-sectoral theme for the next
43 With d to chemical ¢ .session of the Commission. In order to promote consensus
. f' Id regart hodc' e{ntl)ca S, an e:g{egmend on I(pn‘l?aretween developed and developing countries with respect to
informed consent had just been completed, and Work encouragement of sustainable consumption patterns, the
under way on a second agreement on persistent orgagl

lutants. Her G i inced that th public of Korea would host an expert meeting on
politants. Her Lsovernment was convinced that the secog nsumption patterns of East Asia in January 1999. The
of those issues should be addressed in a multilateral for

. . .Mmeeting would focus on the links between economic

and was prepgred 0 Wprk congtruct|vely with other Countrl%@velopment and the environmental impact of consumption

and to share its experience with them. patterns; other matters to be considered included the links

44. With respect to climate change, the United States would between rising income levels and the environmental impact
participate in an intergovernmental experts meeting on EI  of consumption; the impact of globalization in spreading the
Nifio, to be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in November 1998. consumption patterns of devetapedes to developing

The impact of El Nifio, though serious, had been limited inourdries through trade, advertising and the media; and links
1998 through preventive measures. Her Government would between traditional lifestyles or cultural values and patterns
also like to share its experience in that field and looked of consumption.

forward to working with interested delegations oryq
preparations for the special session of the General Assemm?%ast Asia, it would be open to all interested Governments.

on th_e review of the 1994 Global Conferenc_e on thl‘—eiis Government believed that other developing countries
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing Stat%%(periencing rapid economic growth and the effects of

45, Mr. Chung Rae-kwon (Republic of Korea) said that globalization could benefit from the conclusions to be drawn
there had been meaningful progress in strengthening the legal atthat meeting, the outcome of which would be reported on
framework for environmental management since the adoption at the next session of the Commission on Sustainable
of a new strategy for environmental protection at the Development, and he expressed the hope that that initiative

Although the meeting would deal primarily with trends
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would help to promote consensus on sustainable consumption three conventions signed in Rio de Janeiro; rather, it should
patterns. promote an integrated approach to consideration of the issue
gn a broader perspective, including the relationship between

50. Mr. Nebenzia (Russian Federation) said that it wa . d other i ional leaal i :
important to preserve and strengthen the political impet{2€ Conventions and other international legal instruments in

which the nineteenth special session of the General Assembl§ field of sustainable development.

had given to the implementation of Agenda 21 at the global, 54. The report on ways and means of undertaking the
regional and national levels. During the past year, several review of progress made in implementing conventions
important international agreements on environmental relating to sustainable development, submitted pursuant to
protection had been concluded; the conventions adopted at, General Assembly decié#t) 82/s a step in the right

or as a result of, the Rio Conference had borne fruit; the direction. The report clearly defined the roles of all
process of negotiation on sustainable forest management had participants in that process. Generally speaking, his
developed dynamically; and a productive discussion of the delegation supported the approach that was the basis for the
sustainable use of freshwater resources had led to agreed recommendations made in the report, namely, that general
approaches. The Russian Federation was playing an active policy decisions relating to the implementation of conventions
role in those processes and intended to further contribute to  was a sovereign prerogative of the Conferences of States
a solution to the environmental problems facing mankind. parties to those conventions, whereas the role of United
Nations bodies and of the General Assembly was to determine

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), workin nd u_nderstand the relationship between vario_us international

in partnership with other United Nations programmes a _Bga' mstruments and to make recommendauo_ns onways of
specialized agencies and with the secretariats of environmeftProving the performance thereof. Lastly, his delegatlo_r_1
related conventions, should continue to serve as kE?ped _that the General _Assembly would prepare a specific
mechanisms in the field of international cooperation fd’IESO|U'[IOI’1 on that question.

sustainable development. The decisions taken by the General M5.Wang (China) said that her delegation wished to
Assembly at its nineteenth special session had led to associate itself with the statement made by Indonesia on
encouraging changes in the work of the Commission and of behalf of the Group of 77 and China. The United Nations
UNEP. His delegation hoped that the steps taken by the Conference on Environment and Development had put
Commission at its sixth session would enable it to forwardthe concept of harmonization between environment
successfully implement its new multi-year programme of and development as the key to sustainable development. In
work and to make progress in solving the sectoral and cross- recent years, owantgies had endeavoured, with some
sectoral problems of highest priority. success, to implement Agenda 21, and the concept of

52. His Government welcomed the revitalization ofUNEI_§US'[‘3“r]"’Ibea devel_opment had been W|d<_ely accept_ed _and
under the dynamic leadership of its new Executive Directbrnltegrated into various aspects of economic and social life.

and hoped that the reorganization of the United Nations 56. Her delegation wished to comment on a number of
environment sector, which was on the agenda of its current  conventions, and would do so under the relevant agenda item.
session, would help to strengthen the role of UNEP as the While some progress had been made, the current
primary environmental component of the United Nations environmental situation was hardly satisfactory, and the
system. In that regard, he noted the contribution of the United  objectives set by the Rio Conference had by no means been
Nations Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements, attained: many developed countries had been unable to meet
which had submitted useful proposals and recommendations. their commitments towards the developirigscand

However, some of those suggestions required considerable provide them with financial and technical assistance. ODA
clarification. continued to decline, and there was a trend towards justifying

53. As international environmental law developed and legBfCtectionist practices, on the grounds of environmental
instruments for the regulation of policies and of interactioRotection. All those factors hindered developing countries
between States in the field of sustainable developméH[Orts to achieve sustainable development.

increased, there was a growing need to ensure policy 57. The rapidadvance of globalization and the tremendous
coherence and coordination of activities at the progress that had been made in science and technology had
intergovernmental and inter-agency levels. In that context, the  not only resulted in unprecedented development, but had also
General Assembly’'s role must also evolve. The Assembly posed a considerable challenge, especially for the developing
could no longer limit itself to separate consideration of theourgries. In addition to their efforts to eradicate poverty and

51. The Commission on Sustainable Development and t
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promote economic development and environmental 6gs. Cardoze (Panama), speaking on behalf of the
protection, the developing countries now had to cope with  States Members of the Rio Group, said that the heads of State
globalization. and Government who had met in Panama in September had

58. The international community and the develope%lmpha‘c’Ized that _the envwonment and sustalngble
countries in particular, lould, in the spirit of global development were highly complex issues that posed serious

partnership suggested by the Rio Conference, endeavouFtPG‘”engeS to democracy and the sustainable integration of the

take action on the consensus reached at the Conferenc&Of{ntries of the region.

should provide the promised financial and technical 64. The States members of the Rio Group noted with
assistance and create conditions conducive to the concernthatthe problems considered at the Rio Conference
development of the developing countries, taking the situation six years earlier had worsened. Those problems included the
and special needs of those countries fully into account. destruction of fossil fuels, deforestation and the progressive
increase in the levels of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse

59. Mr. Dausa CéspedegCuba) said that his delegation !
s in the atmosphere.

associated itself with the statement made by the representaﬁ\?@e
of Indonesia on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Since 65. The Rio Group was determined to take concerted action
the fifty-second session of the General Assembly, important to promote the implementation of Agenda 21 and the
new information had come to light in the field of environment  decisions taken at the Summit Conference on Sustainable
and sustainable development. Although the international Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra. Cooperation
community had reached new agreements, environmental and concerted action at the international level should proceed
degradation continued, and the developed countries had a lon@ccordance with Principle 7 of Agenda 21, namely that

way to go in meeting their ODA commitments. States had common but differentiated responsibilities.

60. Cuba attached particular importance to the funding 66. The countries members of the Rio Group considered
mechanisms provided for in each of the framework thatthe issues of environment and sustainable development
agreements and to the World Environment Fund, and was also  were just as important as efforts to eradicate poverty and
following with great interest the preparations for the special strengthen democracy. There could be no stable growth or
session of the General Assembly on follow-up to the Global sustainable development without equity and respect for
Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island human rights. For that reason, they supported all measures
Developing States. to improve the living conditions of the most disadvantaged

61. Theinternational community had acknowledged that tRECLO’S of the population, such as t_he_strengthenmg of
special needs and problems of small island States made tHERgrammes to broaden access to drinking water and the
particularly vulnerable. While it was primarily up to thosdMPlementation Qf educational programmes _to promote
countries themselves to take appropriate action to achicdyareness of environmental, economic and social problems.

sustainable development, support from the international 67. Inthe view ofthe Rio Group, the private sector had an
community remained indispensable, especially for the important role to play in achieving a balance between
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action. In that environmental protection and economic growth. The latter
connection, his delegation was convinced that the meetingould not occur at the expense of the environment aod sl

between small island developing States and donors, to be held not lead to the destruction of fragile ecosystems or
in February 1999, would lead to significant and concrete tranedary movements of hazardous wastes. The
results with regard to financing of projects of importance to  industrialized countries should help the devetapitries

those countries. manage their natural and energy resources by providing them

62. If progress in sustainable development was to H‘@th environmentally sound technologies.
achieved, greater financial assistance would not be enough. 68. The countries members of the Rio Group were
Efforts must also be made to increase technology transfers and  committed to uniting their efforts to build a more prosperous
technical assistance, which were two interdependent areas. world, and stressed that the ratification and implementation
It was important to strengthen the role of the United Nations  of international conventions on biological diversity, climate
Environment Programme (UNEP), particularly in Africa. His  change and desertification were essential. Accordingly, they
delegation attached great importance to the in-depth were currently developing programmes for the conservation,
consideration of the report of the United Nations Task Force management and sustainable use of water, coastal and marine
on Environment and Human Settlements. resources, which would enable them to achieve sustainable
development and meet the basic needs of their people. The
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programmes in question should not be not only national but  was clear that its success largely depended on the extent to
also regional and international. which the elements of the programme were reflected in the

69. The Rio Group considered that the internationé‘f'form o_fth_e activities of the United Nations i_n theomomic _
community should undertake an integrated study of the %Iild social field. In that context, speual attention must be paid

Nifio phenomenon, since it affected not merely one region thtthe ”ee‘?' to adap_t the operational funds and programmes

the entire world. In accordance with the provisions of Gener8| the United Nations system, as well as the regional
Assembly resolution 52/200, it was essential to devise®@MMISSIONs, to current demands.

comprehensive cooperation programme with a view to 73. His Government attached great importance to activities
preventing the effects of EI Nifio and mitigating its impact. centred on the implementation of the decisions of the United
The Rio Group noted with satisfaction that the first Nations Conference on Environment and Development at the
intergovernmental meeting of experts on the El Nifio nationallevel. In fact, that Conference had coincided with the
phenomenon would be held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, from 9 beginning of transition towards a market economy. For six
to 13 November, and that an international meeting on the years, his country had been endeavouring simultaneously to
same topic would be held in Lima in 1999. The United ensure its tfiansto a market economy and realize
Nations system should establish a mechanism or strategy that sustainable development. It was focusing in particular on
would afford a means of preventing the damage caused by EI  strengthening national capacity in the area of sustainable
Nifio. Before the International Decade for Natural Disaster development and observing its related international
Reduction came to an end, the international community should commitments. A national strategy was currently being
devise a strategy that included detection of the phenomenon, implemented to put Belarus on the road to sustainable
prevention of its effects, and planning for international action developmentand lay the foundations for an appropriate new
to reduce the impact of natural disasters. legislative framework.

70. The Rio Group intended to participate in the drafting 74. Belarus had ratified the Convention on Biological
of the draft resolution on strengthening the implementation  Diversity and the amendment to the Montreal Protocol on
of General Assembly resolution 52/200, which would be Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. It planned to ratify
submitted during the current session. It was convinced that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
the adoption of appropriate economic policies and the Change and its Kyoto Protocol and would be prepared to sign
committed participation of the industrialized countries and an international convention on forests. Moreover, it was
international financial institutions would make it possible to endeavouring to make a contribution to strengthening
meet the challenges of sustainable development. international cooperation in the area of environmental
71. Mr. Gerus (Belarus) said that, although it Wasprotect_ion and sustainabl_e develppment at the_ regi_onal and
subregional levels. In April 1997 it had hosted in Minsk an

undeniable that considerable work had belme at the ional ; h inable devel ¢
international, regional and national levels in the six yea'lgternatlona conference on the sustainable development o

since the United Nations Conference on Environment aﬁ'&e countries in transition which not only had led to better

Development, to implement the recommendations containﬂﬂdersmnd'ng of the most serious problemsoemtered by

in the documents which had resulted from the Conference?ri]le States in the region but also to effective solutions. An

had nevertheless been insufficient to reverse the negatWé?mat'or?al conference prga_mzed with th_e assistance of
trends observed concerning the spread of poverty aH&lted Nations representatives in the Republic of Belarus had
illiteracy, marginalization of the least developed countrieg’,pe_mad n Mlnskh on 19_ (r)]ctober on the_t(_)p|c of thef
marine pollution and the ecological degradation of vast areggwror;}me_nt and humanrg ts. It \évas exf"‘m'”(;”g means o
on all continents. The importance of the nineteenth specﬂfengt ening cooperation among States in order to create a
session of the General Assembly to review and appraise ertt?r standard .Of |IVI!’19 for their people and in particular to
implementation of Agenda 21 lay especially in the fact thaﬁ!'m'nate the lingering consequences of the Chernobyl

the Assembly had defined the major avenues for tlﬂjésaSter'

strengthening of international cooperation for the 75. His Governmentwas currently studying the possibility

implementation of Agenda 21 and the mobilization of new  of establishing a regional centre for sustainable development
energy to accelerate the process. at Minsk. It was certain that the research activities and

72.  Belarus believed that it was still too early to assess tﬁ(éientific studies oriented towards practical applicati_ons that
results of the Programme for the Further Implementation §fould be conducted by the centre would serve the interests

Agenda 21 adopted at the nineteenth special session, b&fﬁlll the countries of Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth
of Independent States.
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76. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that his country Cerdaartious Chemicals and Pesticides in International
could enter into fruitful cooperation with all the members of Trade, signed by 57 countries. It continued to be very
the international community in the implementation of Agenda concerned by the serious risk that persistent organic
21. pollutants (POPs) posed to human health and the
77. Mr. Chouinard (Canada) said that his delegatior?nv'ronment' It had signed the Aarhus Protocol on POPs and

appreciated the efforts of the Secretary-General to impro%?ndedhto rat(ljfytfhi protolccills(;)n IPOPS ?ng on r:jea;]vyfmetals
the capacity of the United Nations to meet the challengestb‘? or_et eendo 998. Itha aseuent_y . ostedt € Irst
the new millennium. It welcomed the recommendations of tB€€tNg of t_he _|ntergoverr_1mental negotlatmg_commlttee fF’r
Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements, %Iegally binding global instrument on persistent organic

particular those aimed at improving inter-agency coordinaticpr?”mams'

with regard to the environment and developing synergies 83. Canada was one of the 167 States parties to the
between the multilateral environmental conventions. It would Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
be useful to establish a forum where environment ministers Layer, and, over the past 10 years, had fulfilled all the

could discuss the major global environmental issues and commitments it had made. In that connection, it was

provide policy direction. determined to continue to play an active role in the

78. Climate change stood out as the most serious problémplementatlon of the Protocol.

and Canada’s signing of the Kyoto Protocol in April 84. Canada, which was bordered by three oceans, attached
underlined its commitment to early action. The international greatimportance to ocean management. It had taken a leading
community must work together to facilitate the role in promoting the activities of the International Year of
implementation of the commitments contained in the Kyoto the Oceah9®8, notably by agreeing to sponsor the
Protocol and the reduction of global emissions of greenhouse signature of the ocean charter, one of the main initiatives of
gases. Early agreement on international flexibility the Year. It was one of the first countries to have adopted a
mechanisms was also particularly important. Emissions law on the oceans, providing a legal basis for the conservation
trading and projects to reduce emissions would help the States and sustainable use of marine resources.

parties to the Protocol to meet their obligations. 85. Inits capacity as Chair of the Arctic Council, Canada

79. Given the level of global emissions, environmental had recently hosted the first ministerial meeting of the
objectives might not be met unless action was taken by a Council, a new international organization founded to foster
broader range of countries. Climate change mitigation and cooperation and coordination among Arctic countries. The
efforts to improve energy efficiency could contribute bothto  member countries of the Council had developed a new model
economic growth and competitiveness and to sustainable of partnership, conferring on groups representing indigenous
development. Canada hoped that the Conference of Parties peoples the status of permanent participants.

to the Convention on Climate Change to be held in Buengg Addressing global environmental problems and

A|re|f 'T Nove;m.ber 13?8 W_OUIO: result '?1 ai agreerr_we_nt one‘?habling all countries to achieve sustainable development
Vﬁor planan t|melta € to implement the key provisions %presented the major challenges facing the United Nations
the Kyoto Protocol. at the dawn of the new millennium.

80. The issue of forests was also highly important, and if, ;| oiz0u (Cyprus) said that his delegation associated
Eebruary 1.999’ Cangda would .C.O'hOSt W'th Cos.ta R'C"’} tngelfwith the statement made by the representative of Austria
firstof a series pf m.eetmgs to facilitate technical dlscussm% behalf of the European Union, and that all countriesusd

on legally binding instruments on all types of forests. espouse the principles of sustainable development. Cyprus

81. The Barbados Conference was one of the great hadadoptedan environmental action plan and had made the
achievements of the United Nations in the area of sustainable  sustainability of social and economic policies one of the main
development. Canada supported the preparatory process for aspects of its strategic development plan. It had also drafted
the special session of 1999 and would participate in the donor a new environmental protection bill. As a result of those
conference in February 1999. It commended thieaAce of efforts, the state of the environment in Cyprus was generally
Small Island Developing States for its initiatives and actions.  satisfactory. The main problems encountered were due to the
82. Canada welcomed the positive outcome of tHgbanization of coastal areas, land use, infrastructure projects,

Rotterdam diplomatic conference which had adopted “q%e production of energy, the overuse of natural resources and
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure f&pU"sm.

11
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88. The past decade had been decisive for Cyprus inthat 92. Education was the key to environmental protection, and
emphasis had been placed on the social aspects of well-structured programmes must therefore be putin place
development and on the environment. The improvement of atthe national level in order to raise awareness among current
living standards and the protection of the environment and the  and future generations of decision makers of the problems of
cultural heritage were the basic aims of the country’s protecting the environment and defending the national and
development process. global heritage.

89. Cyprus was a member of the Mediterranean 9Blr. Kolby (Norway) said that, while there were
Commission on Sustainable Development. The Commission’s  encouraging examples to illustrate the progress made towards
priorities were coastal area management, raising public the goal of sustainable development since the Rio Conference
awareness, water management and the integration of andthe nineteenth special session of the General Assembly,
environmental concerns in development policies. The thatprogress was slow and uneven and numerous threats to
environment and respect for fundamental human rights were the environment remained.

indivisible, the right to live in an environment of high quality94 Agenda 21 and the other documents produced by the
having been recognized by the General Assembly a5Rfb Conference provided a comprehensive and sufficiently

fundamental right in its Declaration on the Right 9 ccurate description of the intengnections, the type of

Development. Sustainable development was linked to tpr‘?easures to be taken and the resources necessary to achieve

right of peoples to sovereignty over their natural wealth ar}gﬂ? desired results. Recent developments, including the
¢

resources, as stated in the communiqué issued by the he ption of the Kyoto Protocol, the negotiations for the

g State of ihe Alliance of Small Island Statgs at. 894 evelopment of a protocol on biosafety, the adoption of a
Barbados Conference. Cyprus, because of its history, fu

d dth fth lisland S h 1?l%ally binding instrument on the prior informed consent
un grstoo the concerns o the small island States, w C) procedure for certain hazardous chemicals, and the
environment and security were under ever greater thre

. . €ontinuing dialogue on sustainable forest management, were
Sadly, it understood how acts of aggression and OCCUpat'(%'ntributing to the effective implementation of the

could cause suffering among the population, the c’les’[ruCt'f?&mmitments made in Rio. In no other area had international

of economic resources and great damage to the environmelt heen developed to the same extent in recent years as in

and the cultural heritage. that of the environment and sustainable development.
90. Cyprus was particularly concerned at plans to build
nuclear power plantin an area of high seismic risk, opposié%i'ng
its northern coast. The severe drought which had afflicted t

country for the past four years was another cause for anxi

There were many complex reasons why more was not
done. For example, Governments faced very varied
Bmands and had to reconcile many different elements in their

. ) Ylicies. In so doing, it was necessary always to have in mind
Because of a lack of fossil fuels, Cyprus had been making & long-term perspective required for achieving sustainable

greater use of solar energy and had become one of the lea rég/elopment Furthermore. the estimated resource

consumers of that energy source. It Stooq ready to Share.r'é%}uirements for implementing Agenda 21 were far from
experience and expertise in that sphere with small Counmﬁgving been met and further efforts must be made to mobilize

facing smﬂar_problems. _In that colnnect|on, h_|s GovernmeQ'E:Iditional resources. The innovative mechanisms provided
was considering convening, following the Review Conferen & in the Kyoto Protocol promised much with respect to the

of the Barbados Programme of Action, a meeting to identi obilization of resources. They could not, however, either

gracucal solutions to the challenges facing small isla place official development assistance or compensate for its
tates. unfortunate decline.

91. Therewasaneed toraise awareness of envwonmer@té\] The United Nations continued to focus on sustainable

problems at aI-I levels of f[he.publlc.and private SeCtorc‘i;evelopment and had achieved considerable progress in
through Interactive communication. While C,Ypr“S Welcomegnsuring the consistency and coordination of activities and
the adoption of an increasing number of environmental rUIeaaloiding duplication. Nonetheless, there was still much room
regulations and standards, the need to enhance COOperaqunimprovement. The United Nations Task Force on
and consultation with the private sector must be emphasizeq, .. -\ went and Human Settlements had recommended a

It_urged the_ nop-governmental orgam_zanon;, Wh'Ch_ madenﬁmber of actions to improve the situation. His delegation
vital contribution, to strengthen their role in the field O(NOU|d address that question at a later stage
environmental protection. ’

97. The international community must also be better

prepared to deal with the unexpected. The recent financial

12



A/C.2/53/SR.19

crisis was a case in point. When certain countries’ economies cutting-edge technology for solar power stations. It had
were in turmoil and the financial impact was felt world wide, developed a new type of coating that made it possible for solar
it was difficult to give priority to long-term objectives such panels to retain a higher proportion of the solar energy they
as sustainable development. Efforts to improve the absorbed. That development had led to a decision to equip all
international financial system must seek to reduce fluctuations residential and commercial buildings in the country with solar
and, at the same time, take social consequences more fully water heaters.

into account in order to maintain the focu§~on sustainabi%& With respect to past management, varioushogs
development. Another example was the EI Nifio ph_enomen%hich mitigated damage to the environment were currently
Its effects could well negate the progress achieved Q%ing developed, for example, a soil solarization technique
sevgral years. It was widely recpgnlzed that_ the Unit signed and perfected by an Israeli, which reduced damage
Nations needed an early warning mephamsr_n and ' the ozone layer, and biological control methods which
emergency-response capacity to deal with enwronmen;gblaced the use of chemicals.1876, a bacterium that had

disasters and emergencies. proved to be particularly effective in controlling certain

98. Lastly, a basic premise of sustainable development must species of flies and mosquitoes had been discovered in a
not be overlooked, namely, the need for an integrated, cross- puddle in the Negev region. Called Bacillus Israelensis, it had
sectoral approach combining environmental, economic and proved to be valuable in countries where insects transmitted
social concerns. Reverting to past tendencies — which serious diseases, particularly in Africa. Israel was more than
encouraged fragmentation, narrowly sectoral approaches and willing to share its experience and know-how with all
unidisciplinarity — would reduce all the efforts to naught and countries interested in environmental research.

waste valuable time and resources. 104. Mr. Robu (Republic of Moldova) welcomed the

99. Mr. Arbel (Israel) said that, as a country with limited Second Caite®’s adoption, at the fifty-second session of
natural resources, Israel had striven to make the best possible the General Assembly, of decision 52/444 on the
use of its available resources while, at the same time, ensuring implementation of and follow-up to the outcome of the United
that their intensive use was not harmful to the environment. Nations Conference on Environment and Development,
Paradoxically, those constraints had challenged Israeli including the outcome of the nineteenth special session of the
scientists to develop a host of new technologies which placed General Assembly. That Conference and the meeting of the
Israel at the forefront of world development in a number of General Assembly had prompted his country to consider the
environmental fields. principles contained in Agenda 21 in carrying out its socio-

100. With regard to water management, since surface a%%onomic development programme and to contribute to the
groundwater sources were not sufficient to meet the demarﬁf@rts to resolve global ecological problems.

of a growing population and economy, Israel had had t05. The pétical will of the Government of the Republic of
develop ways of using treated wastewater, brackish water and Moldova had been expressed by the adoption of the National
water harvesting techniques. It played a leading role in the  Agenda on Environmental Protection and the ratification of
development of drip irrigation, by which relatively small the major international environment-related conventions. At
amounts of water were delivered directly to the roots of the same time, it devoted considerable attention to regional
growing plants. That technique had the further advantage of and subregional cooperation, particularly in the basins of the
reducing salinization, enabling farmers to deliver precise Danube River and within the Organization for Black Sea
quantities of fertilizers to the roots and thereby prevent soil Economic Cooperation. His delegation was aware that the
and groundwater contamination. implementation of Agenda 21 implied active participation by

101. Agricultural research had played a catalytic role in tffdl (€ parties involved: the Government, the private sector,
development of crops which either required minimal amounf9n-9overnmental organizations, scientific circles and local
of water or were able to thrive on brackish water. Israel w&2mmunities. In that context, changes for the better had taken
also very active in the field of forestry, where it had obtaine@lac€ In his country, particularly with regard to the
remarkable results with respect to biological diversity anti'€"9thening of cooperation among government agencies,

productivity, and it was closely associated with regional antr €Ntific societies and non-governmental organizations.

international efforts to combat desertification and promote 106. It was wilebyvn that, in the current situation,
sound management of land and water resources. humankind could not afford to pursue the goal of economic
growth at the expense of the degradation of natural resources

102. Israel was a world pioneer in thélization of solar . ) :
s%nd environmental pollution. It was therefore essential to

energy, not only for low-technology domestic use but al
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prevent the utilization of environmentally harmful
technologies and theoaintries in transition, which included
the Republic of Moldova, must not be viewed as markets for
the sale of such technologies. Moreover, the implementation
of the recommendations of the Rio Conference should be
accelerated, particularly those regarding the transfer of
environmentally safe and highly effective technologies to
those countries.

107. The negative consequences of global climate change
also affected all countries but particularly those whose
economies were predominantly agriculture-based. That was
the case of the Republic of Moldova, where abnormal weather
conditions had considerably increased in the past two
decades. Lastly, it was highly desirable to implement the
transfer of environmentally safe technologies among
countries, including to the transition countries, on a
multilateral basis througtdNDP and UNEP.

108. It was certainly possible to resolve environmental
problems, provided that declarations and political appeals
were followed up by practical steps and financial
contributions. At the same time, responsibility must be shared
at the global level, taking into account the degree of damage
countries caused to the world environment.

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.

14



