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The General Assembly, in its resolution 53/120 of 9 Decenil898, requested the
Secretary-General to report annually to it, through the Commission on the Status of Women
and the Economic and Social Council, on follow-up to and progress in the implementation
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Similar mandates were also contained
in General Assembly resolutions 50/203, 51/69 and 52/100. The present report emphasizes
efforts undertaken by the Secretariat in support of mainstreaming a gender perspective and
follow-up activities, including activities undertaken by non-governmental organizations, since
the submission of the previous report of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/CN.6/1998/2
and Add.1 and 2). It contains a joint work plan for the Division for the Advancement of
Women and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. The
present report has one addendum, which contains an analysis of additional national action
plans and strategies submitted to the Secretariat during the reporting period.
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|. Introduction at its forty-second session, in March 1998, tited
“Synthesized report on national action plans and strategies
1. In its resolution 1996/6 on follow-up to the FourtdO" implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action”

World Conference on Women, the Economic and Sociff/CN.6/1998/6).
Council established the work programme of the Commission

on the Status of Women and decidénter alia, that under .

item 3 (a) of the Commission’s agenda, a report of th(!l' Progress in the fOIIOW'up to the
Secretary-General on the measures taken and progress Fourth World Conference on

achieved in mainstreaming a gender perspective withinthe  \AJomen and in mainstreaming a

United Nations system should be prepared on an annual basis. gender perspective within the United
2. In its resolution 53/120, the General Assembly Nations system

requested the Secretary-General to report annually to it,

through the Commission on the Status of Women and the Atits f third ion. the C - the Stat
Economic and Social Council on follow-up to and progress, Its forty-third session, the Commission on the Status

in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platforrﬂf Women will c_ontlnue to cond_uct s a_ssessment (.)f progress
chieved at different levels in the implementation of the

for Action. Similar mandates were contained in Gener% . ) .
Assembly resolutions 50/203, 51/69 and 52/100. ening Dec_larat|on af‘d Pla_tfor_m for AC“O.” and n gender
mainstreaming. In particular, it will conclude its review of the
3. Ineach of the three reports submitted in the course @itical areas of concern of the Platform for Action with an
ayear, the information that is most pertinent to the respectiygsessment of women and health, and institutional
intergovernmental body is provided. The report to thgiechanisms for the advancement of women. It will also
Commission on the Status of Women emphasizes effoftstiate the comprehensive review and appraisal of the
undertaken by the Secretariat in support of gendgfhplementation of the Platform for Action and preparations
mainstreaming, and follow-up activities by ngevernmental for the special session of the General Assembly, to take place

organizations and others. The report to the Economic afgm 5 to 9 June 2000. The present report complements the
Social Council focuses on facilitating the coordinatiofieports submitted on those topics.

function of the Council. The report to the General Assembly
contains information from all entities of the United Nations _
system, including specialized agencies and international. The General Assembly and the Economic

financial institutions, and an analysis of adtigs undertaken and Social Council
at the national level and by non-governmental organizations
and civil society. 1. Fifty-third session of the General Assembly

4.  The present report has been prepared in compliange The report of the Secretary-General on the
with General Assembly resolution 53/120. Section Iijyplementation of the outcome of the Fourth World
contains a joint work plan for the Office of the United Nationg gnference on Women (A/53/308) focused on follow-up
High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Division fopctivities undertaken by entities of the United Nations system,
the Advancement of Women of the Department of Economifcluding human and financial requirements for

and Social Affairs of the Secretariat, as called for ifnplementation. In its conclusions, the report drew attention
Commission on the Status of Women resolution 39/5. Sectig9economic and Social @incil agreed conclusiors997/2

IV has been prepared in response to Economic and Socigly the follow-up resolution adopted by the Council

Counc-il resolution1998/10 on Palestinian. women andresolution 1998/43) on gender mainstreaming as a firm basis
Commission on the Status of Women resolution 42/2 on th& concrete steps to achieve measurable progress in gender

release of women and children taken hostage in armghinstreaming at all levels and in all areas. It further
conflicts, including those subsequently imprisoned. concluded that a broader assessment including indicators of
5.  The addendum (E/CN.B999/2/Add.1) to the presentand recommendations for further action with regard to
report contains an analysis of an additional 20 national actiéapacity-building for gender mainstreaming at the national
plans and strategies submitted to the Secretariat in respol@y€! remained to be made. The Commission’s consideration
to a note verbale dated 2 July 1998, which was sent @the critical area of concern IV.H (Institutional mechanisms
Member States. This updates the report of the Secretal@tthe advancement of women) at its present session provides
General submitted to the Commission on the Status of Wom@h opportunity to address this issue on a priority basis.
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8. The General Assembly, in its resolution 53/12Qyovernmental organizations, contained in Council decision
emphasized the need for further steps by the Secretary- 1997/298. Furthermore, the Assembly invited the
General and by intergovernmental bodies to implement Commission on the Status of Women, meeting as the
Economic and Social Council agreed conclusit@87/2 and preparatory conittee in March1999, to recommend to the
resolutions 1998/43 and 1998/26 (concerning operational General Assembly appropriate arrangements for the
activities and the advancement of women). In this regard, the involvement and participatiomomfgovernmental
Secretariat was once again requested to present issues and organizations in the special session. Accordingly, the
approaches in a gender-sensitive manner when preparing Commission meeting as the preparatory committee may wish
reports so as to provide the intergovernmental machinery with  to consider at its present session the question of NGO
an analytical basis for gender-responsive policy formulation.  participation in the special session so that a decision may be
The Assembly requested that a gender perspective be taken bythe Assembly at its fifty-fourth session.

integrated into all operational activities and stressed the rcllf The Assembly also recommended to the Economic and
of resident coordinators in this regard. The Council Wa§0'

. . : ial Council to decide that non-governmental organizations
requested to ensure that gender mainstreaming was an mteg{ai

t of all it fiviti ing int ted foll ; onsultative status with the Council, as well as non-
part of all s activilies concerning integrated 1o8ow-up 19,5 ernmental organizations that participated in the Fourth
recent United Nations conferences. In its resolution 53/1

S : . . o orld Conference on Women whose applications for
on the triennial policy review of operational activities for onsultative status with the Council were still under
development of the United Nations system, the Assemb(ci%nsideration, might participate in the sessions of the

identified gender as cross-cuttir_1g themg and requested &%mission meeting as the preparatory committee, in 1999
Secretary-General and the United Nations developme d 2000. The Secretariat will communicate to the NGO

systgm to takg all measures to ensure gender balance w Sﬂmunity Council decision1998/301 concerning the
making appointments. It also siressed the need for gen rrticipation of non-governmental organizations in the

mainstreaming in operational activities of the United Natio essions of the Commission acting as the preparatory
system in all fields, in particular in support of poverty. | mittee

eradication.
2. The Secretary-General was requested by the Assembly

. . . 12.
9. Th? Asse:cnb:ly cont|ngeld to pr_owdg gur:dance forzgh[% provide by the end of 1999 a compilation of updated
preparqtlons of the special session in the year gpatistics and indicators, including by issuing a volumd loé
(resolution 53/120). It decided that thie of the special \yqr1q's WomenAs no provision for preparing this report

session would be *Women 2000,: gender e"',W"% ad been made in the regular budget, extrabudgetary
development and peace for the twenty-first century”. It invite sources had to be sought. As of 18 DecelS@8, pledges

the Commission on the Status 9f Womgn acting as the 4 peen received from the following Governments and
preparatory committee for the special session to propose fiited Nations entities: Denmark Germany, Finland, Iceland
agenda (structure and themes) and documentation for fi& 12 Mexico. the Netherlan'ds NorV\;ay the’ United'
special session, taking into account Assembly resoIUtI%ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United
52/231. Italso invited the Commission to focus in particulay 4+ions Development Programme (UNDP) ,the United
on the report requested from the Secretary-General containjigy: ) Population Fund (UNEPA), the Uni’ted Nations

sugggstions on .further actipns gnd initiatives that might lQf’nildren’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development
considered during the review in order to achieve gendey .t \Women (UNIFEM) and the World Food Programme

equality, with attention to mainstreaming a gender perspecti FP). The Statistics Division of the Department of
and to common trends and themes across the 12 critical ar A3 omic and Social Affairs has initiated work on this

of concern. This report is before the Commission in documeﬁﬁblication Itis expected to be launched in early 2000
E/CN.6/1999/PC/2. ’ '

: 13.
10. The Assembly emphasized the role of non-governmen@i
organizations in the implementation of the Platform for ActiogRr

Also in resolution 53/120, the Assembly encouraged
vernments to submit responses to the questionnaire
epared by the Secretariat on the implementation of
e Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The
Estionnaire was sent to all Governments in a

and the need for their active involvement in preparations f
the special session, as well as the need to ensure appropr

arrangements for their contributions to the special sessi% mmunication of 28 October 1998 iiting replies no later
Specifically, it recommended to the Council the extension an 30 April 1999 in order to enable the Secretariat

the application to the forty-third session of the Commissiot% draw from the responses in preparing for the special

of the interim measures for the participation of NONzession. The guestionnaire is also available from the Web site
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of the Division for the Advancement of Women andemerging trends. Accordingly, the Secretary-General, in
(www.un.org/womenwatch/daw). Further details on the a communication of 20 AUu@8&, invited heads of
guestionnaire are contained in document E/CINI8RB/PC/3. specialized agenciasdls and programmes and of regional
gommissions to participate in the preparations for the special

14. Appropriate regional preparatory activities wer , AR ) i
encouraged, and results are expected to be provided asSession, and to cooperate with his Special Adviser on Gender

input to the Commiission at its forty-fourth session, in 200¢SSues and AdyancemeWnt of Wom:jan, |n((:jlud:5ng ml_the_lntr(]a_r—
In addition to information provided in previous report$*9€ncy Committee on Women and Gender Equality, in this

(A/52/789 and A/53/308), the following regional preparator?ndeavo_ur' As of D_ecemb¢998, 10 hea_ds of agenci_es have
activities have recently taken place or are being IC)lanned'(:ommumcated their commitment to the implementation of the

) _ o Platform for Action and to involvement in the preparations
15. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asfgy the special session and in the session itself.

(ESCWA) convened the second follow-up conference to
Beijing in collaboration with the League of Arab States and 5 Economic and Social Council. substantive session
UNIFEM at Beirut from 12 to 15 Decembelr998. This of 1999: high-level segment

conference served as the regional preparatory meeting for the _ _ o )
special session of the General Assembly in 2000. ESCW# -  Action taken by intergovernmental bodiesli®98, in

is also convening an Arab conference for the imegrat@@rticular the functional commissions of the Economic and
follow-up to United Nations global conferences at Beirut, ip©cial Council, has been reported to the Council §88/53).
December 1999. The Baomic and Social Commission for!N particular, the Commission’s attention is drawn to the
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) will hold a high-leveldeCiSiO” taken by the Commission on Human Rights in its
intergovernmental meeting at Bangkok from 26 to 29 OctobEgSolution 1998/33 with regard to @eomic, social and
1999. The seventh session of the Regional Conference on gh§ural rights. In that resolution, the Commission appointed
Integration of Women into the Economic and Socid Special Rapporteur to focus on the right to education, taking
Development of Latin America and the Caribbean was heligto account gender considerations, in particular the situation
at Santiago from 19 to 21 November 1997 and adopted +fd needs of the girl child, and promoting the elimination of
“Santiago Consensus” (see A/53/87). The Economfd! forms of discrimination in education. The Special
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean wilR@Pporteur is expected to report for the first time to the
convene the eighth session of the Regional ConferenceGMMission on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session (22
2000. On the ocasion of its fortieth anniversary, theMarch—-30 April 1999). Any reports that pertain to the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) held an internationa$ituation of women in the field of the right to education will
conference on the theme “African women and economi€ made available to the Commission on the Status of
development: investing in our future” (April 1998). TheWomen. The report of the Special Rapporteur will also be
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) is holdin ade available to the Committee on the Elimination of
consultations at the intergovernmental level with a view iscrimination against Women at its twenty-first session, in
convening a meeting of experts which would review issu

and policies in the ECE countries as they relate to gendeg. Building upon the Platform for Action and General
equality and the situation of women in the field ob®omics. Assembly resolutions 50/203, 51/69 and 52/100, the Council,
Furthermore, regional preparations for the review of tha its decision 1998/298, decided that the theme for the high-
Beijing Platform for Action will be discussed at the annualevel segment of its 1999 substantive session would be “The
regional coordinating meeting established in follow-up teole of employment and work in poverty eradication: the
Economic and Social Council resolutiaé898/3 on the review empowerment and advancement of women”.

of the regional commissions. The meeting is chaired byt

Deputy Secretary-General. rl% The Council’'s consideration of the topic is expected to

benefit from, and to have a substantial impact on, a number
16. Inits resolution 52/231, the Assembly requested thongoing activities. Most important, tH999 World Survey
Secretary-General to invite all entities of the United Natiorsn the Role of Women in Developmeyili be available to
system, including the specialized agencies, funds agdpport integovernmental deliberations. THaurveywill
programmes, to be involved actively in preparatory &dtié8 contain a gender analysis of the major global trends. It will
and to participate at the highest level in the special sessieilso assess the situation of women in the world of work in the
including through presentations on best practices, obstactemtext of globalization. Th8urveyis being prepared in a
encountered and a vision for the future to acceleragellaborative effort involving many parts of the United
implementation of the Platform for Action and address neNations system, under the leadership of the Division for the



E/CN.6/1999/2

Advancement of Women. A preliminary executive summary and to the heads of specialized agencies and international
highlighting the major trends and findings is before the trade and financial institutions (5@@364 for a detailed
Commission in a conference room paper account of the activitidertaken), the Special Adviser on
(E/CN.6/1999/CRP.3). Gender Issues and Advancement of Women has continued to

20. Consideration of this topic provides an opportunity fofrOHOW up with senior off|C|a|s_, throughout the system

the Council tounderline the relevance and impact ofgendecror_]c_e_m"?QJ thel_r implementation. A summary of such
considerations with regard to employment and poverﬁ?t'v't'es is provided below.

eradication, and thus to provide policy guidance, from a 23. The Special Adviser has continued to work with the
gender perspective, for ongoing processes such as the review Department of Peacekeeping Operations in the development
of the World Summit for Social Development and the system- of a project on mainstreaming a gender perspective in
wide poverty eradication efforts. Building on its recent multidimensional peacekeeping operations. A draft project
actions, including its agreed conclusions on poverty proposalwas made available to interested delegations in mid-
eradication of 1996, and on gender mainstreaming of 1991998, and pledges of support were subsequeettgived

the Council could further clarify how gender dimensions need from a number of Governments. The project has four major
to be taken into account in order to make poverty eradication objectives: to analyse the extent to which a gender perspective
efforts and employment creation policies sustainable and is reflected in all stages of peacekeeping operations, with a
successful, particularly in the context of globalization and  view to strengthening this perspective; to increase the number
economic restructuring. of women in multidimensional operations at all levels; to

21. Attentionis also drawn to Council decisi@@98/290, asse_ss the impact of peacekeepers on the chal _population, in
in which the Council decidednter alia, to hold an informal particular women; and to review the contribution of local

meeting with panels of experts immediately after its resum&Pmen t?j phea(;ek(Tepmg a_nd pfe?]ce su_pport_ﬁctlwnes. Itis
organizational session for 1999. At that meeting, the Coun(_?irllt'c'm‘te that implementation of the project will commence
will consider in a comprehensive manner the work bein'B early1999. The Department of Peacekeeping Operations

carried out by the United Nations system and other relev:ﬂﬁs also stepped up Its ef_forts to improve gender balance at
international and national institutions on basic indicators Beadquarters and in the field.

measure progress towards the implementation of the 24. Further follow-up took place with the Office of Internal
integrated and coordinated follow-up of all aspects of major Oversight Services. The Special Adviser discussed with the
United Nations conferences and summits. As the Council will  Office opportunities for including gender considerations in
focus, as a first step, on taking stock and identifying two ongoing in-depth evaluations (i.e., of disarmament and
overlapping, duplication and gaps in the economic, social and of electoral assistance). The issuance of the two in-depth
related fields at all levels, the informal meeting provides an evaluations in 1999 for the @emfar Programme and
opportunity for a critical assessment of the gender Coordination might provide a good basis for assessing how
responsiveness of such basic indicators. In this regard, the gender considerations can further inform the work of the
work of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG), Office.

";] paS'C.UIZr ?\Ifforlts 10 rgalnsltream gerj:ler_ conS|de|£at|ons '”g'% A gender advisory group consisting of representatives
the United Nations Development Assistance Framewops 4 givisions and offices of the Department of Economic

(UNDAF) process, could inform the discussions in th'gmd Social Affairs and chaired by the Special Adviser was

Counc-ll. The UNDG S(;Jl_)-Grouphon GNeSde\;Vhas proV'de"éjstablished to support gender mainstreaming in all activities
extensive comments and input to the UNDG Working Grougy i, Department. Various conference review processes in

on Common Indicators. which the Department has the lead or is a major participant
(the International Conference on Population and Development

B. Activities in f mainstreamin and the World Sulmmit for Social Developmgnt) and' the
ctivities in support of mainstrea ga coordinated and integrated follow-up to United Nations

gender perspective into the work of the conferences are receiving priority attention. Likewise, the

United Nations system gender advisory group is assessing how the Council’s and the
Assembly’s request to present issues and approaches in a
22.  Since the adoption of the Council's agreed conclusioggnder-sensitive manner when preparing reports can best be
on gender mainstreaming (1997/2) and their subsequ@gplemented in the preparation of the Department’s flagship
communication by the Secretary-General to all heads gfiplications, including thaVorld Economic and Social
departments, funds, programmes and regional commissiogsirveyand theReport on the World Social Situation
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26. Inconjunction with her participation in the expert group  Framework for Afghanistan, defining the principles, goals and
meeting on national machineries organized by the Division institutional arrangements for a more coherent, effective and
for the Advancement of Women in cooperation with ECLAC integrated political strategy and assistance, pointed out that
(Santiago, 31 August—4 September), the Special Adviser met nowhere was the need for an approach based on principles
with the Executive Secretary and with senior staff to review more evident than in the context of gender discrimination in
the ongoing efforts of ECLAC to ensure the integration ofa  Afghanistan. Two out of five key objectives of the assistance
gender perspective into its programmes and policies. In strategyin the Strategic Framework deal with the protection
particular, ECLAC’s ongoing project in this field with the and advancement of human rights, with particular emphasis
German Development Cooperation Agency (GTZ) and the on gender.

possibility of replicating it in other regional commissions wag,
discussed, and comparable experiences at United Nati%n
Headquarters, such as the Department of Political Affairsrg,s

team bundmg-cum-wo'rkshop on ge”f’ef malnstreammg,' We{l%y concern the condition of women, showed that in spite of
rgwewed. Th? meeting also provided an opportun'lty orts of United Nations agencies, international organizations
discuss ques.tlions of ggnder b.alance and of the creation Ry non-governmental organizations, supported byltiver
gender-sensitive working environment. community, there is a further deterioration of economic

27. The Special Adviser’s mission to Rome, in conjunction conditions for women; widespread abuses and violations of
with the workshop on a rights-based approach to women’s women’s human rights; continued enforcement of
advancement and empowerment and gender equality (see discriminatory measures against women; continued violence,
paras. 39—-41 below) allowed her to meet with the Executive including the rape and killing of women; and erosion of
Director of WFP, and with senior staff of the International respectfor women. The political situation on the ground, as
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Food and  well as the consequences of the earthquakes of February and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). In  May 1998 and the withdrawal of United Nations international
each case, participation in the preparations for the special staff fromdhetry for security reasons, affected the
session, strengthening of gender mainstreaming in all policies  implementation of the recommendations of the inter-agency
and programmes, and questions of gender balance and ofa gender mission. At the same time, positive developments
gender-sensitive working environment were discussed. The inchgiEng integovernmental attention to the situation
insights gained from the FAO evaluation of the impact and of women in Afghanistan; visits of high-level persons to
long-term effect of compulsory gender trainingndducted Afghanistan, stressing the concern of the international
agency-wide in 1993 for some 700 technical staff were community with regard to the situation of women (e.g. the
reviewed and their relevance for the system as a whole Executive Director of UNICEF on behalf of the
discussed. Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC)); the

28. The Special Adviser also seeks to meet with SeniEpminent appointment of a gender adviser and a human rights

United Nations officials who are stationed away from Ne\ﬁdwser W';[jh'n the Rg;lde_nt Coo_rdlnatoLs Office; (tjh(_a crela_tlon
York whenever they are on mission at Headquarters to discs@ 9ender coordinating unit on the ground involving

follow-up to the Platform for Action, gender mainstreamin epresentatives from United Nations agencies working in
and questions of gender balance fghanistan. Furthermore, gender training for staff is being

planned, and the gender coordinating unit is in the process of

29. Since leading an inter-agency gender mission taplishing minimum standards of best practices for gender
Afghanistan in November 1997, the Special Adviser hasogramming.

remained actively involved in the work of the Afghanistan Buildi h . £ ACC in developi
Support Group. The report of the inter-agency mission was: Building on the experience of ACC in developing a
approved by the Support Group in Decemh&87. Some of strategic framework for Afgllﬂamstan.V\.nth a s'trong gend.er
its recommendations were reviewed by the third meeting ggmponent, the Special Adviser participates in the ongoing
the Support Group, in London, in M&®98. The report was efforts of the United Nations system, under the leadership of
widely distributed and played a catalytic role in raising thgj’e Deptut%Sgcr?tary-Geniral, to dev:]el?p generic gmflelmeds
awareness of the international community about the situati a strategic framework approach for response fo an
of women in Afghanistan. It has been taken into account [feovery from crisis situations, with a view to ensuring that
subsequent inter-agency planning documents concernﬁ‘(’éﬁly such framework adequately accommodates gender

humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan and has also hé&& siderations.
considered by intergovernmental bodies. The Strategic

A further update of the Special Adviser was reviewed
he Afghanistan Support Group in Decemi®98. This
ort, and other recent United Nations repdrts, insofar as
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32. Another example of increased attention to gender issues Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
is the appointment, by the Secretary-General of the (UNESCO), have expressed interestin becoming contributing
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) of a focal point  partners.

on genderissuesin ITU. The ITU Plenipoter_ltiary Conferen In September 1998, the Division for the Advancement
(12 October-6 November 1998), unanimously adopt% Women conducted the Women and Health On-line

resolution PLEN/1 on the inclusion of a gender perSpeCti\fﬁalogue. The purpose of the dimjue was to promote wider

in the work of ITU. In that resolution, the Plen'pOtem'a%articipation of women from different parts of the world in

Conf_eren_ce recggmzed speC|f_|c_a||y that ITU action w Iiscussions about national health policies with a gender
required in the light of the decision taken by the Gener%erspective. Conducted through e-mail and the Web, the

Assembly to convene a special session2@00. The dialogue included 217 participants from more than 20

conference also noted the need for ITU to investigate, analycsoq.mtries one third of whom were from developiraatries
and further understand the impact of telecommunlcatl%e discussion was summarized and presented to the Expert

technologies on women and men, and for a gender perSpeC@/r%up Meeting on Women and Health: Mainstreaming the

FO be mplude@ n a” I.TU po!|g|§5, Work.prggrammesGender Perspective into the Health Sector, held at Tunis from
information dissemination activities, publications, stud%8 ?eptembertoZOctober 1998
0

groups, seminars and conferences. The Secretary-General

ITU was instructed to facilitate the work of the ITU FocaB6. The dialogue focused on the following topics: (a) access
Point on Gender Issues and to ensure that a gend@rand quality of health services, (b) health education and
perspective was incorporated in the work programmes afgPmotion, (c) medical education and research, (d) nursing,
leadership and human resources development activities of&ild (€) reform of the health sector. Participants identified
sectors; and to report to the next Plenipotentiary Confereng@nder bias as a persistent factor that affects women as health
on the results and progress made. The ITU secretariatC€ providers as well as their access to health services and
developing a work plan to implement the resolution and tHeformation. They called for a new health paradigm that
decision on the appointment of the focal point. This i@dopts a life-cycle approach and also urged better
expected to include a seminar or panel discussion ¢@llaboration among health professionals, women's NGOs

conjunction with the ITU Council meeting at Geneva in Jun@dnd Governments. Participants also made specific
1999. recommendations to the United Nations in the area of access,

. L . . Awursing, medical education and health reform.
33. Ongoing attention is being paid to ensure that a gender

perspective is adequately reflected in the work of UNDG, ia7- In the course of 1998, the WomenWatch project has
particular in areas such as the UNDAF process, commégfeived financial contributions for owtach and for a series
country assessments, and the development of an indica®b@n-line conferences on the critical areas of concern to be
framework. The establishment by UNDG of a Gender Sul§onducted duringl999 and 2000, in preparation for the
Group, chaired by UNIFEM, provides a mechanism tgPecial session of the General Assembly.

monitor, and to provide input and guidance to UNDG. The

Division for the Advancement of Women is a member of th

Gender Sub-Group. €. Acc Inter-Agency Committee on Women

. . o and Gender Equality
34. Cooperation continued between the Division for the
Advancement of Women, UNIFEM and the Internationaé Following the third session of the Inter-Agency
Research and Training Inst.itl.Jte for. the Advancement &lemittee on Women and Gender Equality (IACWGE)
\l/Jvr?irtT;:edn l(\:gtiso-LZAYrYt)e(r)r?etthiijtgln;r?r?rjzaa\éiv\?;ecg\r/nvgfth ’a3é5—27 February 1998), inter-sessional work on a number of
tQpics has been conducted by task managers, for presentation

svmongvr\:\?\;;?;? ;;;r\]"ﬁgre_g' ;?C”OV\;'Qgctths ?r?:?r:tseifn: netn 0 and action by the Committee at its fourth sessi@d3+26
gency proj y 9 %bruary 1999). A series of informal meetings were held in

Committee on Women and Gender Equality at its thlrfélew York during the year. An oral report on the fourth

session, the World Bank, UNDP (Sustainable Development . : .
. . session will be presented to the Commission on the Status of
Networking Programme and Gender in Developme

domen at its forty-third session by the Special Adviser on

Programme) and the Spanish National Machinery have join ender Issues and Advancement of Women, who also chairs
the site as contributing partners and are thus members ofE f

e
WomenWatch Web Committee, which sets policy for the sit%

€ Committee. The Committee is expected to focus on the
. . o . ) . llowing items: preparations for the special session of the
Other United Nations entities, including the United Nations g prep P
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General Assembly in the year 2000, including issuance of an » Provide support for participation and local activism
ACC statement as an input into that process; ongoing work through  capacity-building and institutional
on the compilation of good practices in the implementation development;

of the Platform for Action and in gender mainstreaming;
preparation of a review of the women-in-development/ gender

Ioga_l pomttfu_n(l:tl.on; tc;]orgplllat_lonfof a dgtapase otn gelnd(_er. rights specialists, including those of the United Nations
raining materials; methodologies for gender impact analysis; Inter-Agency Committee on Women and Gender

and g_end_er sensitivity O.f budget COd?S and programme Equality and of the OECD/DAC Working Party on
classifications. As part of its fourth session, the Committee Gender Equality;

is also convening a workshop with a number of resident _ S
coordinators and agency field staff to engage in a dialogue at ¢ Increase the use of Convention on the Elimination of

the implementation of the Platform for Action and gender  All Forms of Discrimination against Women and other
mainstreaming. human rights instruments, the work of the human rights

treaty bodies and of special procedures as guidance for
operational activities;

» Strengthen the rights-based approach by increasing
contacts between development specialists and human

39. Based on a decision of the Committee, which was

endorsed by the Commission in its agreed conclusions on the
human rights of women, the Division for the Advancement * Strengthen national and international mechanisms for
of Women organized a workshop on a rights-based approach monitoring and accountability;

to women’s advancement and empowerment and gender. Support the incorporation of international human rights

equality. The workshop, which took place in Rome from 5 to standards into national legal systems;

7 October 1998, was hosted by FAO. It brought together 74
participants from the United Nations system and from the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development/
Development Assistance Committee (OECD/DAC) Working ¢ Strengthen coordination among the United Nations
Party on Gender Equality. The workshop sought to review and  system, bilateral entities and other partners, including
clarify the rights-based approach to gender equality and its  at the national level.

implications for policy and operations by bilateral an The meeting was structured into two parts. Part |

multilateral ettities. The workshop contributed to the,q,je\veq the conceptual and legal dimensions of a rights-
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universgl,qeq approach and its gender dimensions, and discussed the
Declaration of Human Rights. rights-based approach as understood in bilateral and
40. The workshop adopted a final communiquéwultilateral policies. Part 1l assessed the practical
summarizing the major conclusions and findings that emergidplications of a rights-based approach to gender equality
from the discussions and putting forward a number of specifimsed on examples and case studies from bilateral and
recommendations. While agreeing that further efforts weraultilateral agencies. The workshop benefited from a
required to specify the full implications of the rights-basetdackground paper prepared by Professor Savitri Goonesekere
approach to gender equality for policy-making an¢University of Colombo, Sri Lanka), in cooperation with the
programming, the workshop made the followingPivision for the Advancement of Women, and from the
recommendations: guidance of Professor Cees Flinterman (University of Utrecht,

- Promote knowledge of human rights and COnCOmitaﬁ{etherlands). In part Il of the workshop, nine working groups

obligations, and the indivisibility of economic, social ealt with the implications for programming of the rights-
cultural ci\'/il and political rights; ' based approach for areas such as humanitarian assistance;

o . women’s right to food; and women'’s right to health. The
« Promote the principle of gender equality as central {ghnpact of cultural particularities on rights-based

» Share best practices and lessons learned in regard to
tools, methodologies and monitoring mechanisms;

the realization of human rights; programming for women and the Convention on the
« Promote an enabling environment in which women arfelimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
girls can exercise choice; as a tool for rights-based programming were also discussed.

A report on the proceedings of the meeting was compiled and

’ Pro”.“?te. the av_allablllty of.ar-1d access to gendeFﬁade available by the Division for the Advancement of
specific information and statistics; Women

42. Following up on guidance provided by ACC concerning
increased coordination of its standing subsidiary bodies, and
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on the discussions of the chairpersons of the Consultative more than 30 countries worldwide, who reported on progress
Committee on Programme and Operational Questions in implementing the Beijing Platform for Action at the
(CCPOQ), IACWGE and the Inter-Agency Committee on national level. The existing gap between the commitments
Sustainable Development (IACSD) in the framework of the made at the Beijing Conference and the reality of women,
session of the Economic and Social Council on integrated especially in poorer countries, was discussed.

conference follow-up in May 1998, the Special Adviser, ig{S.

. . A seminar entitled “Making democracy work: strategies
her capacity as Chairperson of IACWGE accepted d y d

T . Br empowering women in political and public life”,
invitation by the Chairperson of CCPOQ and addressedt_ ?ganized by the British Council, was held in Glasgow,

gontsultitlvelggosgmn;:]tee a”t d'tsf thirteenth SeS?IOI’], Dnited Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, from
eptember ) € called for a process of reguk% ugustto 5 Septembdn98. With the aim of promoting
exchanges between the two committees so that issue latest knowledge and advances made in social
common concern, especially cross-sectoral issues, may, ‘?/elopment and gender, the seminar was attended by

a?(:tzes?ed ina mor; systelrgnancdand sgsé?;rgd yvay in fjhet Wpébresentatives of women'’s rights groups and government
of the two commitlees. based on Q's man aeé encies, academics, lawyers and journalists from 31

promote complementarities between the normative/policy si untries, with approximately half of them from African
and the operational side of the United Nations system f%funtries,

economic and social development, and on the mandate o

IACWGE, she identified various areas for such increasé- Atthe regional level, the Women's Programme of the

cooperation, including reflection of gender in UNDAF and\sian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education and the

operational activities in general, gender in the work of theender and Education Office of the International Council for

resident coordinator system, gender concerns in the stratefyfiillt Education jointly convened a Regional Consultation on

framework process and guidelines, including for crisi¢/omen’s Education on 26 and 27 September 1998 in Hua
situations, gender considerations in poverty eradication; alé. Thailand. The consultation was intended to strategize
indicators and data collection. It is expected that tH&rther coordination between the two organizations in

Chairperson of CCPOQ will accept the invitation extendeuilding leadership capacity of women educators and in

by the Chairperson of IACWGE and address IACWGE at i#®!lowing up, inter alia, the outcome of the Beijing
fourth session, in February 1999. Conference. It was reported at the consultation that the

existence of monitoring and lobbying mechanisms supported
by women'’s groups at the national level helped Governments
D. Reported activities of non-governmental  follow their commitments made at the Beijing Conference.

organizations and other institutions of 47. The Second International Women and Water

civil society Conference was held at Kathmandu, from 30 August to
5 September 1998, sponsored by Business and Professional

43. Since the issuance of the latest report of the SecretaWyemen of Nepal (BPWN), the International Institute for
General to the General Assembly on the implementation ldiiman Rights, Environment and Development (INURID) and
the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on WoméWomen and Water, USA. The 20 women from rural Nepal
(A/53/308), a number of events have occurred at thEeople’s organizations whose main daily duties include
international, regional and national levels under the auspicearying water, were joined by 50 other women from urban
of non-governmental organizations. While these activitid$epal, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Australia, Germany,
were not reported systematically to the Secretariat, some@dnada and the United States to discuss the future of clean
them have been brought to the attention of the Division favater at both the local and global levels. Participants agreed
the Advancement of Women and are noted here as examplestage a Women’s World Water Day on the eve of World
of the widespread follow-up to the Conference by civiWater Day, 21 March 1999.

society. 48. Efforts to expand and promote the well-being and the

44. Some of the reported follow-up efforts are local levelghts of young women have been gaining worldwide support.
activities, and others are national, regional or global levEimphasis was placed on educating and training adolescent
activities. An example of global efforts was a three-dagirls as future leaders and equal participants in decision-
seminar on the subject of post-Beijing follow-up hosted byaking at a regional summer camp organized by the Young
the All China Women'’s Federation in June 1998. The semindfomen’s Christian Association (YWCA) in Cyprus in
brought together representatives of women'’s groups frofdugust1998. Participants wereoung women from Egypt,

10
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Greece, Jordan and Lebanon, as well as young Palestinian women'’s information services availagitetithe world.
women. The goal of this camp was to prepare young women It also provides gender-specific information and connects
for responsible participation at decision-making levels. The government policy agendas with those of civil society.

YWCA also conducted a workshop in Kenya from 9 to 1 2. Taking their cue from the Platform for Action adopted

March 1998, bringing together 3@nyng_ women from all OVET at the Fourth World Conference on Women, which, for the
the country. The workshop was aimed at enhancing t%g%

. . t time, included media as a separate area of concern, the
awareness among young women of their human rights and rld Association for Christian Communication has
impact of violence against women.

organized a series of regional consultations aiming to bring

49. The Japanese Organization for International together media practitioners, policy makers, activists and
Cooperation in Family Planning, Inc. has produced three specialists. The latest in the series of conferences on gender
video films advocating for the need for adolescent sexual and and communication policy was held in Kingston, Jamaica,
reproductive health programmes in Asia. Based on actual from 19 to 21 November 1998, to analyse key issues in
stories of three girls from Nepal, Viet Nam and the gender representation and participation in the media.
Philippines, the films address the issues of early marriage,

unwanted pregnancy and unwanted delivery from the . L
viewpoint of the adolescents themselves. The video filhd. Joint work plan of the Division for

were designed to help policy makers understand the situation the Advancement of Women and the
and problems surrounding adolescent girls and to develop Office of the United Nations High

appropriate policies to respond to their needs. .. .
Commissioner for Human Rights
50. The Internet has become a preferred means of

communication and forum for the exchange of informatiog3 In resolution 39/5 of the Commission on the Status of

d ’ ldwide. Alth ht ; o
among women and-women s groups worldwide oug rWomen and resolution 1997/43 of the Commission on Human

Internet is still not accessible to many of the women in the.
South, the number of Web sites in the developing wor ights, the Secretary-General was requested to prepare
X nnually a joint work plan for the Division for the

addressing women’s issues is rapidly growing. Furthermo vancement of Women and the Office of the High

th Web sit ding thei ities, includi e . .
ese VIEh Sites are expanding their capacities, inciudi missioner for Human Rights. In resolution 1998/51, the

on-line conferences, and are providing assistance to users. o H Right ted that the ioint K
example, it was reported to the Division for the Advanceme ommission on Human RIghts requested that the joint wor
plan reflect all aspects of the work under way, and identify

of Women in September 1998 that the Women’'sNet, 'a " i bstacles/i di i q for furth
networking Web site initiated in South Africa, had started geIsting obstaciesiimpediments —and areas for lurther

new e-mail list to keep people up to date on the Iategf)”aboraélon' In the Zogclu_s:ogs on_lthe hlurp&ggfgs of
happenings at Women'sNet. women (Economic and Social Council resolu :

sect. Ill) prepared by the Commission on the Status of
51. Adgrowing interestin the use of information and medig/omen, the two offices were requested to continue to prepare
as tools to advance the status of women and to eliminate joint annual work plan and strengthen cooperation and
gender stereotypes has been further explored at variggordination in human rights activities, in particular (a) by
international conferences. A conference entitled “Know Howbllaborating in the writing of reports for the Commission on
Conference on the World of Women'’s Information” was heléhe Status of Women and the Commission on Human Rights;
in the Netherlands from 22 to 26 Augus?98. The objective (b) through sharing information systematically on the
of the Conference was to improve the visibility andommittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
accessibility of women'’s information at the global and localvomen, its sessions and documentation, in order to ensure
levels and to develop a strategy whereby women involvedtRat its work will be better integrated into the work of the
information could promote the empowerment of women at thgher treaty bodies and United Nations human rights
global level. The Conference, which brought together aboggtivities; and (c) through capacity-building to implement
300 women and men from 83 countries, including informatiofgreed conclusions 1997/2 of the ddomic and Social
specialists, librarians and women and gender specialists@duncil on mainstreaming a gender perspective into all
the field of women'’s information, adopted a draft declaratiopolicies and programmes in the United Nations system, in
to further the cause. The International Information Centre a@@rticmar training and gender sensitization especia”y of
Archives for the Women’s Movement, the organizer of thRuman rights monitors.

Conference, has started a new database called “Mapping the

World of Women’s Information”, which is an inventory of

11
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. . (E/CN.4/1998/22—E/CN.6/1998/11), which was sutbeal
A. Assessment of the implementation of the {5 the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-second
current work plan session and the Commission on Human Rights at its fifty-
fourth session. The Division contributed substantive input and
54. In the implementation of the current joint work plamparticipated in inter-agency activities (representing the
(see E/CN.6/1998/2/Add.1, paras. 13-23), the systemaDepartment of Economic and Social Affairs) for the five—year
exchange of information between the Office of the Higheview of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.
Commissioner and the Division for the Advancement dffhe Division also provided routine contributions to a number
Women continued and was expanded in the course of 1998reports of the Office of the High Commissioner on an ad
The Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancementhok or as requested basis. It also provided input to the work
Women addressed the Commission on Human Rights atdtisthe Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions.

fifty?fourth session. _In the course O.f the year, th_e Spemgll The Division continued to provide input into the joint
Adviser metse_veral times with the ngh Commlssmner,_aq&j'oject on the integration of a gender perspective into
?:Iso met W'ﬂ; tr|1_|e newlé_ EppOénr:ed D(_eputy dH!g echnical and advisory services of the Office of the High

ommissioner for Human Rights. She participated In @, nissioner and chaired the technical meeting to finalize

special discussion, chaired by the High Commissioner, e fourth phase of the project. Follow-up activities include

senior United Nations officials on the occasion of thﬁqe development, in July 1998, of detailed guidelines on

consio'lera.tion, by the Economic and Social Council in it ender and the human rights of women for use by Office staff
coordination segment in July 1998, of the follow-up to th

Vi Declarati dp ¢ Action. Staff of th nd consultants in the preparation and execution of all
'enna beclaration and Frogramme ot Action. Stail o L%ﬁminarsandtrainingactivities. The guidelines prepared are

Divi;ion part'icipated in sever.al mefetings heIpI at the Unite rrently being field tested by the Office. Similar guidelines
Nathns Offflce at Gehne_z\{a, ”;Ididmg th? thh andbtegl r evaluating technical cooperation projects will be
mggtmgso pf(?rsongé: er.mgt € umac\jn rg t§btreac';y 0 h'%%\/eloped in the first quarter of 1999. These guidelines will
Division staff provided inputs to and contributed to t feed into ongoing efforts to improve the methodology of the

ier\lilcmg .Of thel\z—|umrzlalnARllti;?;sggo_rﬁhmnégg c'iurlrfs;;‘;ts dNeWechnical cooperation programme, including the revision of
ork session In Viarch/Apri - | nebivision € training and support materials. The Division will remain

the participation of.the Cha|rperson of.the Commlssm’)n on ﬂi"r?volved in the follow-up to this project,
Status of Women in a panel discussion on women’s human

rights at the fifty-fourth session of the Commission on Huma®8: In response to a request of the meeting of persons
Rights. chairing the human rights treaty bodies, endorsed by the

he Hiah .. ; iahts add General Assembly in resolution 52/118, the Division for the
5h5. The ',_“g. Comrﬂlssmner ofr Human R'9 th adaressedyancement of Women prepared a study on the integration
the (?ommlssmn on the Status o Women atits orty-seco% a gender perspective in the work of the human rights treaty
session. The Special Rapporteur on violence against WoM&hies. and submitted it to the tenth meeting of the
served on the panel on the critical area of concern “ViOIenEﬂairpersons (HRI/MC/1998/6). The chairpersonsisaly
agamst Wom.en’-', held at tha.t session. Staff of the Off!ce of trIﬁmorsed the report and emphasized the usefulness of such
High Commlssmr_\er participated in the ,199.8 session of t e(:omprehensive study to the work of the treaty bodies, in
open-ended working group of the Commission on the St""tﬂﬁrticula\r in assessing current practices and in identifying and

of Womgn on the elgbgrat_lon of an optional protgcpl t‘? thfJOCusing on areas of improvement for the future (A/53/432,
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination ra. 53)

. . a
against Women and in the forty-second session of the . o .
Commission on the Status of Women. The newly appoint&®- In commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Chief of the Programmes and Activities Branch of the OfficE/niversal Declaration of Human Rights, a number of
of the High Commissioner met with Division staff during sActivities were implemented. Based on a decision of the Inter-
mission to New York, and contributed to the workshop onAgency Committee on Women and Gender Equality, the

rights-based approach to the empowerment and advancentiyision for the Advancement of Women organized a
of women and gender equality. workshop on a rights-based approach to the empowerment

L ) . . __.and advancement of women and gender equality for members
56. The Division and the Office of the High Comm|SS|one6f the Committee and of the OECD/DAC Working Party on

jointly prepared a report on women’s real enjoyment of the{'.'-:;ender Equality. The workshopsght to review and clarify

human rights, in particular those relating to the eliminatio”,]e rights-based approach to gender equality and its

of poverty, economic development and economic resourc|ﬁ’?‘plications for policy and operations by bilateral and

12
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multilateral entities. It contributed to the commemoration of the Status of Women and the i@eenom the Elimination

the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human of Discrimination against Women and will inform human
Rights. The workshop adopted a final communiqué rights mechanisms of activities relating to the human rights
summarizing the major conclusions and findings that emerged of women.

from the discussions and putting forward a number of specifj

recommendations. A report on the workshop was compilé%'
and edited by the Division and widely distributed (furthe
details on the workshop are contained in paras. 39-41 of
present report).

In follow-up to the positive reception by the tenth
eeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies
f the Division study on the integration of a gender
Srspective in the work of the treaty bodies, the study has
been posted on the Division’s Web site, and will be widely
60. A second information kit for the anniversary of the distributed to the members of the treaty bodies, delegations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights entitled “Women’s and other interested actors. The Division will continue to
rights — the responsibility of all’, was produced by the Office  monitor progress in the work of treaty bodies in integrating
of the High Commissioner, with a substantial contribution agender perspective and provide gender-specific input into
from the Division for the Advancement of Women. The their work. In this regard, support will be provided in the
feature article of the kit examines and analyses the role ofthe elaboration of general comments, and in the revision of
United Nations in promoting the human rights of women. It  reporting guidelines to reflect gender concerns.

also contains information on the activities of the Uniteg4 The Division will provide targeted input into the work
Nati'ons sygtem relating to the rights of women that WEIS non-conventional human rights mechanisms. Dudifg§9,
carried out in 1998. particular emphasis will be placed on supporting the work of
the Special Rapporteurs of the Commission on Human Rights
B. Joint work plan for 1999 on ylolence aga}lnst women, on ext.rajud|C|aI, summary or
arbitrary executions, and on education.

61. The Division and the Office of the High CommissioneS- ~ The Division and the Office of the High Commissioner
will continue the targeted approach of the 1998 work plaiill support and facilitate the improved cooperation between
Major emphasis will be placed on the areas indicated belotie Commission on the Status of Women and the Commission

e b coina, Vol s e n g i O o oo 10 5
{0 eliminating technical dificulties and making the databasgomMISSion on the Status of Women, and of the Special
. : : L &dwser, alsoin 1998, in the Commission on Human Rights.
fully operational and accessible for both offices. The Division
will continue to update its Web site 66. The information exchange between the Division and the
(www.un.org/womenwatch/daw) to make information relate@ffice of the High Commissioner on planned and ongoing
to the human rights of women and to the Committee on tfiesearch and study projects will be improved. Cooperation
Elimination of Discrimination against Women easilywill also be improved in the area of report preparation. With
accessible. It will continue to provide the Corttee’s regard to the comprehensive report on violence against
concluding comments and general recommendations to #@men migrant workers requested by the General Assembly
Office of the High Commissioner so that they can be made its resolution 52/97 for submission to it at its fifty-fourth
available promptly to the treaty bodies. The Division wilsession, in 1999, and the comprehensive report, also on
ensure that its biannual briefing notes on the Committee’$olence against women migrant workers, requested by the
work will be supplied to the chairpersons of the human righfgommission on Human Rights in its resolution 1998/17 for
treaty bodies. The Office of the High Commissioner wilfubmission to it at its fifty-sixth session, in 2000, these
provide the Division with the core documents of States partié@ports will be prepared by the Division and the Office
and with the concluding comments and generdgether. The Division will contribute, on an ad hoc basis and
recommendations of the treaty bodies for the information 86 appropriate, information for reports on general human
Committee members. The Office will also continue to updaféghts issues and for reports on the human rights of women
its Web site (www.unhchr.ch) to make information on humaprepared by the Office of the High Commissioner. The Office
rights, in particular the human rights of women, accessiblef the High Commissioner will contribute, on an ad hoc basis
It will continue to provide information to the Commission orRnd as appropriate, to the preparation by the Division of

13
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reports or studies on gender and women'’s rights issues. The 70. The Division and the Office of the High Commissioner
Division and the Office of the High Commissioner will will discuss opportunities for cooperation in the area of
continue to cooperate in exchanging information on national machineries for the advancement of women and
communications in connection with the communications national human rights institutions, in particular in technical
procedure of the Commission on the Status of Women. and advisory services aimed at the establishment and/or

67. The issue of traffic in women and girls will receivestrengthening of national institutions. A technical meeting

particular attention in 1999. The High Commissioner haietween staff of both the Division and the Office will review
identified trafficking in women and children for purposes oﬁh_e current status C?f actl\_/ltle_s In the Division and the Offlce
sexual exploitation as a priority issue. The Office of the HigWIth regard t_o_natlor_la_l_lns_tltutpn_s and develop a project
Commissioner has set up a project aimed at raising awarenBE%posal for joint activities in this field.

on the issue at the highest political level. Efforts will be made 71. The Division and the Office of the High Commissioner
better to support implementation of relevant resolutions of  will develop a training module/framework on the human
the General Assembly, the Commission on the Status of rights of women and on gender mainstreaming in human
Women and the Commission on Human Rights. Cooperation rights activities and programmes. Such a training
will be sought with the Centre for International Crime module/framework would be used in conjunction with any
Prevention at the United Nations Office at Vienna to cover human rights-related training activity for United Nations staff
action to combat international trafficking in women and and mission training for peacekeepers and human rights field
children. Both the Division and the Office of the High monitors, and also serve as specialized training in human
Commissioner will contribute to the study on the criminal rights of women for human rights experts such as special
aspects of trafficking in human beings, which is being rapporteurs. The training would be intended to cover both
prepared by the United Nations Interregional Crime and human rights of women and gender mainstreaming in human
Justice Research Institute on behalf of the Office for Drug rights.

Control and Crime Prevention. 72. The Office of the High Commissioner will continue to

68. The Division and the Office of the High Commissioner seek the Division’s comments on all training materials under
will hold a workshop to follow up the expert group meeting production, with a view to ensuring adequate inclusion of
on the development of guidelines for the integration of gender issues related to the human rights of women and gender
perspectives into United Nations human rights activities and mainstreaming. The Division has so far provided input for the
programmes, which was held in 1995 (see draft Training Manual on Human Rights Monitoring prepared
E/CN.4/1996/105). The workshop, which had already been by the Office of the High Commissioner, and on the joint
foreseen in the 1998 workplan, is tentatively scheduled to DepartmeatoéReeping Operations/Office of the United

take place in April 1999. The workshop, for which Nations High Commissioner for Human Rigbdsilél on
extrabudgetary resources will be sought, will assess the Gendeagekeeping, which are currently beingpg@uced.

impact of the first meeting and consider further strategie]% The Office of the High Commissioner, in organizing
required .to integrgtg a gender perspective intp Uniteq Natioﬂgining courses on reporting under human rights treaties, as
human rights activities. The study on the integration Of\?7ell as other ad hoc activities, will continue to invite the

geg.der lgg;&gtivg%g}ghe _\I/\llork of the hl;Jman ric?hts "®3\ision for the Advancement of Women to participate. The
odies ( ) will serve as a backgnd paper Office of the High Commissioner will contribute to the work

for the workshop. of the open-ended working group on an optional protocol at

69. Infollow-up to the conclusions and recommendations its next session (March 1999) and to its follow-up. The Office
emanating from the joint project on the integration of a gender  will also continue to participate actively in selected meetings
perspective in technical and advisory services of the Office  organized by the Division. The Division will contribute to,
of the High Commissioner, that Office will organize a strategy and participate in, selected meetings of human rights bodies,
meeting with outside experts to discuss the current situation in particular the meeting of persons chairing treaty bodies,
with regard to gender and to elaborate a gender strategy for and meetings organized by the Office of the High
the Office. The Division for the Advancement of Women will Commissioner. Both the Division and the Office will
contribute to the conceptualization and implementation of this  contribute to the follow-up to the Rome workshop, in the
strategy meeting. It is foreseen that it will be organized back- framework of the ACC Inter-Agency Committee on Women
to-back with the gender integration workshop discussed in and Gender Equality.

paragraph 68 above.
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IV. Information Supplied in accordance incomes inthe past several years. Lost income as a result of
; £ closures has been estimated at about US$ 4 million per

with SpeCIfIC mandates effective closure day, amounting to about US$ 228 million

in 1997 which is about half the value of donor disbursements

A. Situation of Palestinian women and for the yeaP

assistance provided by organizations of

the United Nations system 77. The daily life of women continues to be adversely

affected by the Israeli occupation, particularly by the
h . d ial i in i luti imposition of security-related measures such as closures,
74. The Economic and Social Council, in its reso UtloQhich have a detrimental impact on their socio-economic

1998/10, requested a report on the situation of Palestinig}, jition As in the past, Palestinian women are experiencing
women and assistance provided by organizations of t = gender-specific impact of these measures, which is

5 ! r%%forced by existing inequalities in society between women
from September 1997 to September 1998 and is baseda% men. Frequent Israeli closures have been a major factor

ir_n‘orrT_\ation from_ L_Jnite_d Nations pOdieS _mo_nitoring the‘oehind the 18 per cent drop in the gross national product
_S|tuat|on of Palestinians in the o_ccupled terrltorl_es as weI_I ?éNP) of the West Bank and Gaza and the 35 per cent drop
in refuget_a camps. Su_ch bod_|es mclude_the Special Com_rmtgﬁeper capita GNP between 1992 and 1996. The gross
to Inves'ugat(_a I_sraeh Practices Affecting the Human nghH;omestic product (GDP) was estimated by the Palestinian
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the OCCUp'ﬁgjthority and the International Monetary Fund to have grown

Territories, the Office of the United Nations Speciab 1.2 per cent in 1997, down from 5.5 per cent in 1996
Coordinator in the Occupied Territories and the SpeciaP/ ' ’ ' '

Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights of8- This socio-economic situation is reflectechimusehold
Palestinian Territories occupied since 1967. Information gxpenditures. There was an overall real decline of 2.3 per cent
assistance to Palestinian women was requested from th@verage household consumption exp_endnurgs_between the
United Nations system and replies from 15 entities have beist and fourth quarters of 1997. Given existing gender

included in the present repdt. inequality, resulting in women’s weaker negotiating capacity,
any cut in household expenditure tends to hurt women and
1. Situation of Palestinian women girls disproportionately. Furthermore, women’s average

labour force participation rate declined from 13 per cent in

75. According to the 1997 Palestinian Population, Housingog t0 12.3 per cent in997, which is a relative decline of
and Establishment Censfis, women constitute 49.2 per c8% per cent for women compared with a relative decline of
of the total Palestinian population of 2,895,683. The censys; per cent for men. Further, women’s full employment rates
classifies 64 per cent of the labour force as beingnq the total number of fully employed women also fell in
economically inactive and women, Beusewives, constitute 1997, while those for men rose considerably. Also in 1997,

43.7 per cent of the economically inactive. This means thghmen's average unemployment rate increased from 20.6 to
women constitute 28 per cent of the total labour force whigjy 4 per cent.

is engaged in unpaid work. This might explain why women ) o )
constitute only 16.3 per cent of the total number of peopfe?- N his report to the Commission on Human Rights, Mr.

engaged in the private sector. The census also shows that 202U Halinen (Finland), the Special Rapporteur on

per cent of women are illiterate, compared with 7.7 per cehglestinian Territories occupied since 1967, stated that the
of men, and that the fertility rat,e is 6.1 per cent. lack of income and inability to buy food during closures of the

occupied territories have reportedly led many families to eat

76. Inhisreport on economic and social conditions in the,y one meal a day and to significantly reduce their intake
West Bank and Gaza, the United Nations Special Coordinaigi atein? An increase in malnutrition has been registered

in the Occupied Territories (UNSCO) stated that iBmong pregnant women and pre-school age children who are
comparison with 1996, there was an overall mprovementghﬁermg from iron and iodine deficiencids. The

economic performance in the West Bank and Gaza durig@enomenon of malnourishment among children in the Gaza
1997. This was due, in part, t.o the fact that 199.7 had fewgrfrip was also reported by the Special Committee to
closure days than 1996, which was reflected in enhancgdestigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of

labour and trade flow between the West Bank and Gaza g palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied
Israel. However, this relative improvement must be seenritoriestt

the context of the continuation of the general, comprehensive
and internal closure policies which have caused a decline in
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80. The Special Rapporteur also noted that approximately mainstreaming by the programmes and funds. However, the
3,500 Palestinian prisoners, seven of whom were women, information available is not fully differentiated in terms of the
were held in Israeli prisons and detention centres in violation extent of support to the different groups of Palestinian
of articles 49 and 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. This women, namely, women in Palestinian self-rule areas, women
remains a persistent source of concern and tension in the in occupied areas, and women in refugee camps.

occupied territories: 86. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

81. InGaza, the Special Rapporteur met with some former continued its four-year, $iflién nProgramme of
detainees and with the mothers and relatives of Palestinian  Assistance to the Palestinian People which commenced in
prisoners. He was informed about the economic and social 1996. The programme focused on three areas of assistance:
hardships suffered by the prisoners’ families, particularly if —ogoictive health including family planning, population and

the prisoners were the main breadwinners. The families also development strategies, and advocacy. As part of this
complained of the frequent transfer of prisoners in Israel, programme in the West Bank town of Jenin, UNFPA trained
which made family visits difficult. Family visits to prisoners ateam of 20 female and 10 male educators, to reach out to
were also hindered by difficulties in obtaining security rural women and men in order to inform them about
clearance by relatives and the humiliating searches they reproductive health issues, distribute oral contraceptives
undergo merely to spend 45 minutes with the prisoners in  among them and refer them to clinics to obtain services. This
groups of 10% was part of a project serving some 18,000 married women

82. The Special Rapporteur also mentioned the situatigﬂd their husbands and helped to upgrade the capacity of 20

of former prisoners who have undergone torture while Iaﬁllnlcs to provide quality reproductive health services and

detention. They suffer from psychological consequences, stt@Hnselling.

as chronic post-traumatic stress and depression. Many,asa 87. UNFPAis currently supporting the establishment of a
result, behave violently towards their wives and childten. multidisciplinary women'’s centre at the Jabalia refugee camp,
The wives and children of workers who are unable to goto  which is due to become operational in Det88therhe

Israel or find employment locally also tend to be victims of  centre will provide a comprehensive package of reproductive
domestic violence. This phenomenon of domestic violence, health information and services covering the life cycle of
due to the above factors, was also reported by the Special women, as well as social assistance, legal counselling and
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the community education on various issues such as domestic
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of violence and women'’s rights, including reproductive rights.
the Occupied Territorie¥. A similar UNFPA-funded centre at the Al Burej refugee camp

83. Inits report, the Special Committee noted reports d¥s visited by 13,000 clients during 1997.

“arbitrariness” in obtaining travel permits to enter Israel. 88. The World Health Organization (WHO) is assisting
There are no written rules issued by the Israeli althesrthat  with the consolidation of the Women'’s Health Development
govern the granting to Palestinians of permits and Department at the Ministry of Health of the Palestinian
authorizations to enter Israel. Moreover, travel by Authority as well as with the implementation of two
Palestinians is accompanied by humiliation, especially of agypctive health projects in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
women, at checkpoints and border crossings, physical These projects, funded by UNFPA, aim at reducing maternal
violence and the likelihood of being stranded in another part mortality by 50 per cent, introducing family planning
of the occupied territories in case of closife. coulirsg and screening in 50 per cent of all health
ofm:ilities, increasing the cordceptive prevalence rate to 25

84. The Special Committee also reported that a newb 3
baby died on 26 August998 tecause of delays at an IsraelP€r cent, and providing post-natal care to all women by the

Army roadblock near Hebron, in the West Bank. The mothdfar 2000.
gave birth in her car after soldiers at an Israeli military 89. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
checkpoint forced her to take a longer route to a Hebron provided assistance to Palestinian women through the
hospital*” following three programme areas: advocacy and capacity-
building; health and nutrition; and basic education. During
2. United Nations assistance to Palestinian women 1997, the UNICEF office for Gaza and the West Bank
85. Information provided by the United Nations systerﬁonduc_ted a Gender AUd.it of four pr?jects with a Vi?W to
N L assessing the extent to which UNICEF's global commitment
shows continuing support for Palestinian women by tI}e

) . . . 0 addressing gender concerns was reflected in local level
United Nations, as well as increasing efforts of gender 99
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project activities. Following the audit, two workshops were women engaged in the informal handicrafts sector in the

held to share the findings with 100 key policy makers and Bethlehem district. In the Gaza Strip, the programme targets
professionals in order to raise awareness of gender about 300 women in poor rural areas to ensure their
mainstreaming in programming. The report of the audit as remunerative and viable employment. This involves the

well as the workshops was issued by UNICEF’s Gender and organization of the women in local support facilities and

Partnership Section. networks, training and the setting up of a viable savings and

90. The UNICEF Women’s Health Project involves th&red't scheme.

development of policies and procedures on key women’'s 95. Other ILO activities include the promotion of the socio-
health issues and upgrading of services and human resources economic status of Palestinian women and the promotion and
at the Ministry of Health of the Palestinian Authority. During development of Palestinian women’s entrepreneurship. For
the period 1997/98, 60 health professionals at the Ministry example, a two-week course was organized at the ILO
of Health were trained in the management of sexually Training Centre in Turin for 14 Palestinian women
transmitted diseases and AIDS prevention, as well as in representing non-governmental organizations and women'’s
cervical cancer and breast cancer screening. During April associations active in the promotion of human and women’s
1998, a one-day campaign on Safe Mottward, as part of the  rights during the period of 24 November to 5 DecehSi9ér.

Safe Motherhood Day celebrations, was carried oubiving From 15 June to 3 Juli©98 another training course was

all health providers in the West Bank and Gaza. implemented at the centre for 13 women and men

91. As part of the Basic Education programme Ul\”CEr-_epresenting the Palestinian General Federation of Trade
is at present conducting operational research on ea‘.f}r)ions. At the end of the course, participants formulated a

marriage and school drop-outs. The results will be discussagfional strategy for the promotion of women workers' rights.

with top policy makers in the education sector. In additiod? addition, two training activities on costing and pricing were

there is an ongoing project — the Better Parentin'é“plememed for 20 women entrepreneurs in the territories
Initiative — on parenting skills, covering such issues as ea pder the Palestinian Authority, from 25ugust to 5

marriage, gender equality and child labour. This project no ptember 1998.
targets both mothers and fathers through male and female 96. The International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO
social workers. conducted a project on export development and the promotion

92. The United Nations Volunteers are implementing th(?af high-val_ue f!oricultural products from the Gaza and \_N(_ast
Community-based Youth Participation and Developmeﬁ(ank' which included a survey on the role of Palestinian

Project, which aims at promoting the human developmentW}omeln "; _the floriculture mdustr()j/. ;he Survey, WE_'CE was
young people, in particular oung women, to be full completed in June 1998, assessed the extent to which certain

participants in and contributors to the development of tl,%endc_ar-spemflc_ factors d_etermlne how Palestinian women
Palestinian society. So far 21 United Nations Volunteers reeve and grnculate their development needs and h?‘("_they
international and 19 national volunteers) have worked direc rt|c_:|pate In contemporary de_velopmgnt activities

or indirectly towards improving the situation of Palestiniar(a articularly those related to the floriculture industry).

women as women’s health specialists, community health 97. As part of its ongoing development assistance to the
workers, coordinators of community activity centres. occupied Palestinian territories, the World Bank invited the
93. As part of the International Labour Organization’?irecmr of the Women’s Affairs Technical Committee, which

(ILO) International Programme for More and Better Jobs fdlepresents a numb(_ar O_f Palestinian womer_n’s_ organizations
Women, a draft Action Plan for the West Bank and Gaza Str|B the occupied terr_|tor|es_, to a Gender Training Workshop
has been formulated on the basis of a series of consultatidfisBank staff. The discussion revolved around how the Bank
between ILO, representatives of various ministries of tfgd Women's organizations active on the ground can learn
Palestinian Authority and employers and Workergom each other and work together to promote the socio-

organizations, as well as other social partners. The drgﬁonomic, political and legal status of Palestinian women.

Action Plan will include the development of a gender- 98. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
sensitive labour market information system, which will Nations, in conjunction with the United Nations Development
improve gender disaggregated data collection, analysis and Programme, is implementing a project designed to give policy
dissemination. and institutional support to teeently established General

94. The draft Action Plan includes vocational training olpi_re_ctorate for P_olicies, Plar_ming and Development of the
about 100 women in the tourist sector and of about demstry of Agriculture. This directorate has a newly
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established Gender in Development Unit. This unit will assist 104. The United Nations Development Fund for Women
rural women through awareness campaigns and gender- implements its empowerment agenda for women through
oriented training. three programme areas: strengthening women’s economic

99. As part of its Programme of Assistance to th%apacity, engendering governance and leadership, and

Palestinian People, UNDP supported the establishment df2M0ting women's human rights. As part of the celebrations
Gender Statistics Unit within the Palestinian Central Bureema_rk'ng both the f'ﬂ_'eth anniversary O_f the adoption of_the
of Statistics. Training for staff within the unit and the Bureab"n'\(ersaI Declaran_n of Human _nghts and the fifth
itself focused on assisting staffin selecting gender-significa@f"'versary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
indicators, formulating gender-sensitive surveys arﬁctlon, UNIFEM is launching a Global Campaign for the

guestionnaires and evaluating statistics for accuracy lﬁ{adlcatlﬁ_n Of_IY_'OleTce Agaé)rll_st Womr:a_n. Eorvl\jalelsstmlim
reflecting the actual situation of women within society. women,t IS will INVOIve a public marc _mt e West Bank,
film shows and plays, radio campaigns, high school lectures,

100. Furthermore, UNDP in conjunction with the Interang round-table discussions with the Palestinian Working
Ministerial Committee of the Palestinian Authority, creategyomen’s Centre, the Women’s Studies Centre, the Women’s

a Rural Girls Development Centre. The Centre providgggal and Social Counselling Centre as well as the Women'’s
general education and comprehensive training in the areas\@hirs Technical Committee.

health and agriculture. During 1997, training was offered for

27 young rural women. A second phase of this project aim@®- As part ofits actities to follow up the F_ourth World
at creating a mechanism by which the Rural Gmgﬁom‘erence on Women, UNIFEM has assisted the Inter-

Development Centre will be able to sustain itself furthéWinisterial Committee of the Palestinian Authority and the
develop the curriculum and initiate small projects for thgeneral Union of Palestinian Women in preparing a national

graduates to create long-term income-generating activitiedrategy for the advancement of women. UNIFEM is now

N o assisting these two Palestinian entities in the implementation
101. Inaddion, UNDP has engaged a local Palestinian nors the strategy.

governmental organization to carry out a comprehensive stud

on the status of women in the occupied Palestinian territori(ljéle' '_I'he_ United _Na_tlons Educ«_':ltl_onal, Scientific and_ C_Iulture_ll
Organization has invited Palestinian women to participate in

in relation to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms :
of Discrimination against Women. the World_ Conference on EdL_Jcatlon. However, _th_e UNESCO

strategy is geared towards integrating Palestinian women’s
102. The Office of the United Nations High Commissionegoncerns in its assistance work, which includes granting
for Human Rights has supported the establishment ofs@nolarships through the United Nations Relief and Works

Women and Group Rights Unit within the Palestinian Centrggency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).
for Human Rights in Gaza to work with the local community

in support of the development of a favourable women'’s righ9507' Th? Stat'SF'CS Division of the D.epa'rtmenF oiiEpmm .

policy environment. The Women and Group Rights Unit’@nd Social Affairs of the Secretariat, in conjunction with

legal aid programme has provided direct legal counselling WFPA' executed the 'f|rst population and housmg census

individuals and intervened on behalf of women in Siearia Project of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and

courts in Gaza in cases of separation, divorce, child visitatiBﬁQV_'qed technlgal suppo'rt during all the prepa}ratory

andnafaga(alimony). It has also provided legal advice tgctivities and the field opgratlons. Data from the censills w

women prisoners and other women'’s organizations and theft far as possible, be disaggregated by gender.

constituents. In addition, the Unit has produced a series of 108. Tdr@Etic and Social Commission for Western Asia

guides on such issues as marriage law, divorce and seeks to mainstream a gender perspective in its activities

inheritance. focused on supporting the economic and social situation in

103. The Office of the United Nations High Commissionetthe ,WESt Bank and Ga;a Strip anq to provide adwsqry

of Human Rights also supports non-governmentsF ViCes and technical assistance services. ESCWA organized

contributions to the legal reform process through a grant"f'tﬁ1 Expert Glroup meeyng on ;he role 0; \r/]vomen s.ngn-

a Gaza-based organization, Mashragiyyat, to enable itqgvgrnmenta organlbzath;s int IEFDMY O t € occupie

contribute to the development of an equitable Personal stalfiyitories in Decembet997 at Bir Zeit University.

Law. The focus is on the discourse and interpretations that 109. UNRWA continues to provide assistance to Palestinian

deal withShariabased concerns. refugees in keeping with its mandate. That assistance includes
the programme areas of education, health, relief and social
services, income generation, peace implementation, and the
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Lebanon Appeal (which targets the refugees in Lebanon who receiving. The efforts of UNRWA, in keeping with its
are hardest hit). Women refugees are direct or indirect mandate in this area, are commendable, but they are also
beneficiaries of these programmes. For example, in the constrained by the debilitating financial crisis which the
education programme, which accounted for 50 per cent of the agencyis facing. As reflected in previous reports, the status
total budget of UNRWA inl998, womeraccounted for 62  and situation of Palestinian women are inextricably linked to

per cent of all trainees enrolled in technical/semi-professional developments on the peace front. Progress in the peace
courses in 1997/98. Of the 1,055 scholarships granted during process should be translated in tangible benefits for the
1997/98 by UNRWA to refugee students, 46 per cent went people of the occupied territories and the refugee camps.

to women students. UNRWA, as part of its income-generation

programme, granted loans valued at $2.7 million to 3,296 .

women who supported some 16,310 dependants. Thodd. Release of women and children taken

women were organized into 525 solidarity groups, which  hostage in armed conflicts and imprisoned

were part of the solidarity group lending programme, serving

as a guarantee mechanism. This programme has a repaymant. The Commission on the Status of Women, at its forty-

rate of 98 per cent. second session, adopted resolution 42/2 on the release of
women and children taken hostage in armed conflicts,
3. Conclusions including those subsequently imprisoned. The Commission

110. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Actio"r’leques‘ted the Secretary-General to prepare, taking into

confirmed the human rights of women and of the girl child tgecount the information provided by Member States and

be an inalienable, integral and indivisible part ofuniversé?leVant international organizations, a report on the

human rights. Furthermore it obligates Governments and tmplerr_lerjtanon r?f resoluh;)n 4212 for S;me|shs_|(()jn to t_he
international community to seek and ensure the full and eqlﬁqmmlssmn on the Status of Women at its forty-third session.

participation of women in all spheres of life, as well as the note verbale was sent to all Member State_s on 29
eradication of all forms of discrimination on the basis of seéeptember 1998. As of 7dpembed 998, the Secretariat had

The eradication of discrimination against women is fu”{,ecelved five replies.

elaborated in the Convention on the Elimination of All Form414. The Governments of Barbados and El Salvador reported
of Discrimination against Women, which 163 Member Statdbat the situation described in Commission resolution 42/2
have ratified. The principle of equality is inherent in thelid not exist in their respective countries. The Government
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The principlesf Colombia confirmed its commitment to the resolution.
enshrined in these documents are relevant to Palestinkdowever, it indicated that in the ongoing civil war, the armed
women and intensified work is needed to fully implemergroups opposed to the Government routinely detained
them. civilians, including women, as part of their struggle. On 15

111. The Palestinian Authority and civil society, with the],UIy 1998’ one of the armed groups, the Army of Nathnal
assistance of the international community, have také.;peratlon, signed an agreemgr]t W'th, the Nat|on.aI.Co.mm|ttee
considerable steps to advance the situation of Palestin[3hP€ace and members of civil society, committing itself to
women. However, further efforts and assistance are needﬁtc?,pp'ng the practice of detaining civilians.

particularly within the context of mainstreaming a gendetl5. The Government of Croatia reported that the
perspective into all policies and programmes as mandated®gvernmental Commission for Imprisoned and Missing
the Economic and Social Council in its agreed conclusiof®ersons has been conducting a search for 367 women who
1997/2. A sund information basis is essential for gendeconstitute 20.12 per cent of the total population of missing
mainstreaming, therefore the efforts of the Palestinian Centp@rsons and persons forcibly taken away in the area of the
Bureau of Statistics to acquire and disseminate gend®&epublic of Croatia during the war of 1991-1995.

disaggregated statistics wherever . possib!e shou!d ?fB. The Government of Lebanon reported that three

augmented by_efforts on the part of UmFed Nathns bodlgs It_%banese women have been arrested by Israeli Intelligence
k(_aep gender dlsaggregated data on their operations. This \Q{Hld are currently in detention. One of the women is being held

aid the reporting process consu_je_rably and enhance EH?\Iablus prison in the occupied Palestinian territories. She

effectiveness of support to Palestinian women. has reportedly been tortured and suffers from severe head
112. A significant proportion of Palestinian women areains. The Government of Lebanon also reported that there
refugees with acute basic needs. Yet there is insufficieate eight child prisoners in Israeli detention.

information on their status and the kind of assistance they are
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117. The Secretariat also requested information from
relevant entities of the United Nations system. As of 7

Decembed 998, it had eceived five replies. The Department

of Peacekeeping Operations provided information from three
of its field missions. The United Nations Interim Force in

Lebanon indicated that, in accordance with publicly available
reports, there were three women prisoners in the Khiyam

prison. The International Committee of the Red Cro€R(C)
has been dealing with the issue. The United Nations Observer s

Mission in Sierra Leone reported that the rebels hold several
thousands of civilian captives, women, men and children, who
were used as porters, human shields and for forced sexual

activity. The United Nations Liaison Office in Belgrade

reported that, according to ICRC, nine women and four
children under the age of 18 were missing in Kosovo.
However it is not clear whether they were prisoners,
abductees or just missing. ICRC was still seeking clarification
of their fate. Furthermore, an estimated 521 Serbian women
and 12 children have been missing since the 1991-1995 war
in Croatia. The Department of Peacekeeping Operations

stated, however, that the accuracy of these estimates could not
10

be ascertained.

118. Intheir replies, the Department of Public Information
and three regional commissions (ESCWA, ESCAP and ECA)
did not provide any specific information on women and

children taken hostage.
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