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IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALTZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DE'rERMINATION A~ OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPEmiENCF. TO
COLONIAL OOUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND

OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Dominican Republic, Netherlands and United States of America:
revised draf t resolut ion

S'anuine and periodio elections and freedom of association

Conscious of i ea ubligat: ions under th~ Charter of the IJni ted Nat ion8 to
develop friendly relations among nations base~ on respect for the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoplos and to ~-vmote and encourage respect
for human rights and fundamental freedrms for all,

~rm1n2 that by virtue of the principlp. of equal rights and
9P.lf.-determlnation of peoples enshrined in the Charter, all peoples have the right
freely to netermine, without external inte~feren=e, their political status and to
pursue econonllc, social and cultural develotJlI"nt., and every State has the duty to
respect thiR right in accordance with the [I(ovisic"ls of the Charter,

,!{.,£.cognhi..!!9. that the Charter of ttle lJ"ite,i ~\iLlf)nS, General Assembly
r~501utinn 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, ~hlch ; ~ntains the Declaration on the
Grant.ing of Independence to COloni ..... _. untrJ,'~: .:11. Peoples, and Assembly resolution
1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, provide a framework in accordance with Which peoples
under colon181 or alien administration are able to ex~rci~e effectively their riqht
to self-determi nat ion and to fre('ly determine the· it" poli tica 1 statUI,

Regrott ing that PE'oples in certain parto '')f the wor1<1 are being deprived of
their right to self-determination,
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Reaffirm~ the principle enshrined in the preamble to the Universal
Ceclaration of Human R~ght. 1/ that it is essential, if man is :'\ot to be compelled
to have recours., as a last ;esort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression,
that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,

Also recognizing, in accordance with article 21 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, that everyone has the right to take part in the gov~r~~ent of his
country, directly or through freely chosen representatives1 that everyone has the
right of equal Icce.8 to public service in his country, and that the will of the
people, a. expressed in genuine and periodic elections - whi~h shall be by
universal and equal 8l1ffrag'! and shall be held by secre~ vote or by equivalent free
voting procedures - shall be the basis of the authority of governffient,

MindfUl thlt the ri9ht to take part in the government of on~'s country has
been r~intorced in ceveral internation~~ instruments, among them the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 2/ the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial DiscrImination 1/ and the Convention on the
Elimination et All ?orms of Discrimination A9ainst Women, .1/ and in regional
instruments adopted by the Organization of African Unity, the Organization of.
American S~ates and the Council of Eu:ope,

Noting the progress in recent years ~n m"'~.t regions towards the achievement of
free and democratic political institutions, concretely expressed through t.hp.
holdinq of genuine al'ld per~odic elections,

Noting with great concp.rn, however, that gross and cr~el violations of human
rights under the .partheic1 system, ~i.3elf a gross violation of the human rightf; and
fundamental freedoms of the people of South Africa, continue to take place in South
Africa, and in particular 1n this regard, rejects the denial to the black majority
population of their full citizenship righU:: and the exclusion of the black majority
populatiorl ~rom participating in the political, social, economic and cultural life
of their country,

~~ng also that, in recent years, states in various regions have invitp.d
intergov -"'nmental organizations, parliamentary ooservers and non-governmental
organizations to observo elections in thos~ States,

1/ Resolution 217 A (111).

!/ Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

1/ Resolut ion 2106 A (XX), annex.

~/ Resolution 34/180, ann~x.
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Recalling resolution 1 (XIV) of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities concerning the Draft General principles
on Freedom alld Non-Discrimination in the Matter of Political Right., ~/

.}o"urther recalling resolut ion 6 (XXIX) of the Commission on Human Rights and
resolution 1786 (LIV) of the Economic and Social Council,

1. R~caUs Artic~le 55 of the Charter of the United Nat ions, which stat••
that the United Nations shall promote, inter alia, universal respect for, and
obs~rvance of, human rights and fundamental fre.doms for all without distinction a.
to race, sex, language, or r9ligion with a view to the creation of conditions of
stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations
among nations based on respect ."or the pr inc iple of equal righU and
oelf-determination of peoples,

2. Reaffirma that, by virtue of the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter, all peoples have the right
to determine, without external interference, their political status and free!y to
pursue their economic, social and cultural devolopment and every Stat~ has the rtuty
t.o respect thiB right in accordance with the provisions of the Charter,

3. Recognizes, in accordance with the O'!claration on Principles of
Internat ional Law concerning Fr i andly Re lat ions and Co-operat ion among States in
~cCQrdance with the Charter of the United Nations, !/ that the establishment of a
sovereign and independent State, th~ free association or integration with an
inde~endent State or the emergence into any other political statu. freely
d.-!termined bV a peC4>le constitute modes of implementing the right to
Bf; 1f.-(h·t('rmination by that people,

4. Welcomes Lhe proqressive exercise of the ri~ht to self-determination by
peoples under colonial, foreign, or alien occupation and their emergence into
Flovere 1q n statehood and indepE'ndenc~,

5. Notes the duty of every .state to promote, through joint and separate
action, the realization of the prinCiple of equal rights and self-determination of
peopleR, in accordance with the principles of the Charter, and in accordanc~ with
internat.ionally established principles such as those formulated in, inter all<9,
General Assembly re~o1ution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and 1541 (XV) of
1"> December 1~60,

6. Also I~~:.!l.fj.!.!!l!!. that thE' subjection of peoples to alien subjugation,
domination and expj.t1ltation or foreign occupation constitutes a violation of the
pr ille iplo of equal rights and self-determinat ion of peoples and is contrary to the
Chartl~r,

1/ fo~/CN.4/·SlJb.2/2l3/Rev.l (United Nat.ions publication, Sales No. E.3.XIV.2).

!/ Resolution 2625 (XXV).
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7. Further reaf firms the r.eces8i t.y of expeditious and effectivo exeroise of
t.he right of self-det.erminat.ion by all peoples under colonial or alien dornin.lt.ion
or foreign ocoupation in aocordance with internationally establisheo principles1

8. Reoognizes, in the oontext of the right of peoples freely to oetermina
the ie political status and in accordance with the principles stated in such
internationally aocepted instrum~nts as the Univ~rsal Declaration of Humnn Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, that. everyone has the
right to t.ake part in the government of his country, directly or through freely
chosen repre.entative., that everyone has the ri9ht of Aqual access to publio
service in his country, and t.hat the will of the people, as 8xpre~sed in genuine
and periodic elections - whioh shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall
be htlld by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures - shall be thE' baslf.J
of the authority of government,

9. Affirms that., in order to build a united, non-racial democratic society
in South Africa, apartheid, which is a groEl~~ violation of the human right.s of the
people of South Africa, should be abolished in all its formr. and that thn enjoyml·nt
by all South Afrioans of human rights and fundamental ireedoms, inclurling in
particular the right to participate in a political system based upon common and
equal citizenship, univers&l franchise and dUly elected r~presentative

institutions, is ellential for the exercise of genuine self-determinationl

10. Recalls also that, in accordance with the Declaration on Principles of
International Law ooncerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among Htatea in
acc..:>rdance with the Charter of the United Nations, no 'iction should be authori7.ed
or encouraged that would dismember or in~air, totally or in part, th~ territorial
integrity or politioal unity of sovereign and indepMldent St."'tes conducting
themselves in compliance wi th the pr inciple of equal riCJht~: and self-determination
of peoples as described in that Declaration anrl thus possessed of a gtwprnment
representing the whole people belonqing to the territory without di~tinction as to
race, creed or colour,

11. Appeals to Member States to provide, where they have not already doru" so,
the necessary constitutional and legal protections that will guarantee and spr.;lI1'f'

full respect for the free expression of the will of thf'ir peopleD in ql':'nuinf'! and
periodic elections1

12. Appeals further to Member Statef' to provide similar prot;ect1on~ thc\t will
guarantee and secure full respect for the right to freedom of pear:eful lIsrlt!mbly ()nrl
a!'isociation, including for the purpose of the peaceful HxprE"osion of difftHinq
pol! t tea 1 vi ewe a nd for the p.f feet i ve and mp.ll n ing fu 1 orgs nit . w ion and free
functioning of the political process, subject only to such limitcltionn aB are
determined by law solely for thl~ purpc)6e of secur inCJ rlue recoc:>nit'.Jun and rp.8pp.<~t

for the rights and freedoms of othnrn and of m~(!ting the just reqll irf!'mentg of
morality, pUblic order and the geMral we lfare in a d€lmocratic: ~;ocip.tYI

13. ClUB upon Member Statp,s to fulfil their t1uty to promote, through joint
and separate action, realization of the principle of equal r1qhtll and
self-determinat ion of peoples, in accorda nee wi th the Cha rter, in part kulilr on
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bahalf of peoples in cflrt.:.t.i.n partB of the worlri who are being deprived of their
right to self-d~termlnation,

14. I~Ogl~i!!! th~t( ellthough political institutions and mechanisms art:t
cont i nunu~ ly evo l'ling W~jr ld-wide, tho Draft Genera 1 Princ ipltll on Freedom and
Non-Diocrlminat\on In thp Mattor of ~olitjcal Rights continue to providn I .ound
basis for d~termin1\lg th~ gP-lIuin. nature of aleetions,

It). !.!..r~e9 regional interqc.vernment.l organj z.tion., non-governmental
organizations and othAr groupo, in relponding to requests fro~ Government. for
axpert aSS\Stance and obsetvation to h~lp ensure th~ genuine nature of their
countriflr~' election., to draw llpon the Draft Gerl.r.al Principle. when curyinCJ out
the aforpn~ntion~rl functions,

16. l!!.:!lli! the Conmiasion on Human Rights, at its forty-fourth .e8llion, to
consider. dllrinq It.1! dehate 0n self-deterlnination all aspects of t.he principle of
equal .. irjtJtf1 .!lOO Re It.'-dett!rmi n"lt ion of peoples, inc1 uding the right of a 11 peoples
fretlly to r)etermine, without external interforence, their political atatu., and ".0

conoidel' rE-quest lng thf'! Eiecl't't:\ry-General to transmit th~ report of ita
dQl iherat i()nl9 un this subject through the Br;onornic and Social Council tr, thp.
General A~fJf!nlbl.y ,;at. itn forty-thirn session.


