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Mauritania: draft reso1ution

Plan of action to combat desertification

Implementation and financing of the Plan of Action

The Gener~l Assembly,

Reca11ing its reso1ution 32/172 of 19 December 1977, by which it approved the
Plan of Action to Combat Desertification, 1/

Reca11ing a180 its res01utions 33/89 of 15 December 1978, 34/184 of
18 December 1979, 36/191 of 17 December 1981, 37/2200f 20 December 1982, 38/1630f
19 December 1983, 39/217 of 18 December 1984 and 40/t98 of 17 December 1985,
dealinq with the implementation and financinq of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification,

Recalling t~,_':.:~.!":.!. its reso1ution S-1312 of 1 June 1986, by which it adopted
the United Nation¡;, l'rogramme of Actioll for African Economic Recovery and
Oevelopment 1986-19~O, A/

1/ Officia1 Rec~of the General Assembly, Fortie~h Saseion, Supplement
No. 25 (A/40/2~i.

~I ~., Thirteenth Special Session, Supplement No. 2 (A/~-l3/16).
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Noting with dismay and grave aoncern the continuing apread and intenaifi~ation

of desertification in developirg countries, especially in Africa, and the
unprecedented human auffering, economic 108ses and social disruption causad by this
phenomenon,

Recoynizing that problems 8uch as d~Bertificfttion affect all countries throuqh
multiplier effecta such as world aid and trade flowa, foed ohortage& and peri~ic

famines, political instability and, most of all, th~ adverse effects on rOPOUlcea
and world recovery,

Having consideted the report of the Secretary-General 11 and tho not~G of the
Secretary-General, JI

Having considered also the report of the Governing Council of the united
Nations Environment Programme on the work of ita fourteenth seseion, 21 and
decision 14/15 A of 18 June 1987 of the Governing Council on the implementation of
the Plan of Action to Combat Oesertifieation, !/

1. Takes note of decision 14/15 A of the Govorninq CouncU of t"le Uni'".E:d
Nations Environment Programme,

2. Shares the con.:ern af thl! Governing Couneil over thc alow implementat 101\

of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertifieation,

3. Urges Government8, programme!l, organa and organizRtiona of the lInited
Nations system, multilateral development assistance institut.lonD, non-·qovernme;'\t¡·l
organizations, pr ivate foundations and research institlJtes to take the neeessary
decisions for the mobilization ~f the funda required before the desertification
process destroys other arable land and reduces to nothlng the hum~n efforts to halt
it'

4. Urges the international community to intonsify its efforts in combatinq
deser tifieation, to accord the highest prior ity to actions recommended in the Plel"
of Aetion and to increase its asaistance to the eountries concerned with a view to
the implementation of their national and regional programmp.s aimed at
desertification control,

5. ~ the significant role that non-governmental orqanizations are
continu1ng to play in the anti-desertification effarte and calls upon Governments
and organizations of the United Nations system and other interqovernmental bodios
to explore al1 opportunities of involving them more in this effortt

11 A/42/S01 •

.1/ A/42/63'5, A/C:. 2/42/L. 2, A/C.2/42/L.lO.

21 ~., Forty-second Saseio", Supplem~nt No. 25 (A/4/./25).
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6. Endor~e! once more the Governing Council l• lnvitation to the ZXeoutive
Director of the United Natiane Environment Programm. to con.ult with the ~rincipal

international organizations which are funding de••rtification-control activitie. in
order to asc.rtai~ how the Programme can facili~ate funding activitie., and to
El:f",~:!''''end tr.ftasures to entlanee co-opent ion in thil UeId,

7. U1'9!! c.overnm"llnt8 af cou .. tr ies affected by de.ertificaUon to accord
I:lustained priori t-y to medium-term and 1ong-term .trategie. and programm•• for
combatlhg dese~t,fic~tion and to ensure that th••e are lmoothly int.9rated with
their nationa1 dlivelopment phns and the regional co-operative programmel to curb
the spread of environmental degradat10n,

B. !!kes note of the measures approved by the Governing Counci1 of the
United Nltionw Environment Programme to enhanee th. work ot the Int.r-A9.ncy
Working Group on Desertification and cllle upon al1 member~ of th. WOrking Group to
intens1fy their joint ~ftorts tor the eftective 1mpl.mentltion of th. Plan of
Action,

9. Requests tne Governing Counci1 ot the United Wation. Environm.nl
Programme to report to the General Assembly It HI forty-fourth •••• ion, thro'.lgh
t:he Ec~nomic and Social Council, on the rrogre.1 made in the imp1em.nt.tion of the
Plan of AcHon,

10. ~kes note of the report of the Secretary-General concerning the
finanein9 ot the P1~n of Action to Combat Desertification,

11. Notes with regret the dearth of reaation. Ind replie. on the ~alur.s ror
providing additiona1 resourees needed tor f1nlncing the Plan of Act~on recommended
in the variouR reports prepared by the high-1evel ~inlncial expert8 convenid by the
Ex;cutive Director in accordance with General Assembly reeolution 32/172, 1/

12. Considera that the expert studies deserve further con_ideration and
requests the Executive Director af the United Nation' Environmant Programme to take
due account of them under his responsibility w:a.th re,pect to the implementatlon of
the Plan of Action, as we11 as within the trlmework of the mandlte ot the
Consultative Group on Defl':rtification Control.

B

F.ffective imp1ementation in th~ Sudano-Sahe1ian region of the Plan
af Action to Comhat lJesertification

The General ABsembly,

Recal~ ita rel~vant reso1utions on the matter and in particular it8
reflo1utian ~-13/2 of 1 June 1986, by which it approved the United N.tione Progtamme
of Act!on for African Economic Recovery ftnñ Development 1986-1990,

11 llNEP/GC.6/9/Add.1, A/35/3Q6, A;'.\6/141.
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Notiryg decision 14/15 8 of 18 June 1987 of the Governing Couneil of the united
Nations Environment Programme on the implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian rogion
of the Plan of Action,

Noting al!2 tho appropriate decisions of the Economic and Social roune!l on
the implementation 04 the Plan of Action in the Sudano-Sahelian region,

Consideri~a the report of the Sec~etary-General concerning hie activitiea in
respect of the progrese made in implementing the United Nationp Programme of Action
1986-1990,

Considering also the report o~ the Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme on the implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the
Plan of Aetion to Combat OeRertification,

l. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme on the implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian r9gion of the
Plan of Actio1 to Combat Oesertification, 1/

2. Notes with grave concernl

(a) The scope and complexity of the damage causad by deaertification in thp
Sudano-Sahetian region,

(b) That insufficient financia1 reeourc~s continue to be a seclou~ ~onBtraint

in combating desertification,

(e) That the struggle against desertification requires finaneial and human
resourcas beyo~rl the means of the affected countries,

3. Notes also the efforts that the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Off ice has
made in the face of thes8 obstacles in aesisting, on behalf of the United Nationo
Environment Programme, the Go"ernments of the countries of t:h~ region in combating
deaertification, under a joint venture between the United Nations Environment
Programme and the United Nations Development Programmel

4. fQmrnends the Executive Director of the United Naliona l!:nvironmpnt
Programme and the Administrator of the United Nation~ Development. Programnlc ror t hp.
sUAtained and co-ordinated manner in which th@y have continued to develop thB joint
ventura through the United Nation3 Sudano-Sahelian Off ice,

Cl. Racommends the Governinq Council of the Untted Nl1t.io:\s tllV\ ronment
Proqramme and the GoWHn in9 Counc il of the Un! tp.d Nl<t iorHi Development Pro'Jr arnm(~ t()
continue and increase their support for the United N~tions Sudano-Saholian Orfice
in arder to make i t more capable of reepond~~ng adequate ly to tht~ prep;~, ing needfl of
the countries of the Sudano-Sahelian ~nd adj.~ent regionsl

~/ UNEP/GC.13/7/Add.l.
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6. Expr••••• it. gratitud. to th. Gov.rnmente, in particular tho•• ot
D.nmark, Finland, Italy and th. N.th.rland., and to al1 th. orglnia.tion. and
toundatione that hay. contribut. to th. impl.mentltion in th~ Sudano-Sah.li.n
r.gion ot th. Plan of Action to Combat D.e.rtification.

7. Drawl th. att.ntion of th. international community to th. pr.e.inc ~.d

to increa.e ~h••fforte to impl.m.nt the Plan of Action in th. Sudano-Sa~'-

region and ur9" it to contribute to this impl.mentation through ftppropr¡. Ine,
including th. United Natione Trust Fund tor Sudano-Sah.lian actlviti.e, a. w.ll a.
to r.epond ta~urably to requ.ste tor aSlietanc. from the Gov.rnment. of th.
countri.e ol th. r.gion moet affected,

8. R.gue.ts the Governing Council of th. Unlt.d Natione Environm.nt
Programme to report to the Gen.ral A81.mbly at ita forty-fourth •••sion, through
the Economic and Social Council, en th. progr"1 mad. in th. tmpl.m_,.tation in th.
Sudano-Sah.lian region of th. Plan of Action, as part of itl r.por~ on part A ot
thle relolutio~,

9. R'qu'ltl the S.cr.tary-G.n.ral to r.port te th~ G.neral A•••mbly at ita
forty-fourth 1"lion, through th. Economlc and SOCial Oouncil, on th.
impl.m.ntation of the two parte of th18 resolution.


