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Report oE the Intergovernmental Comrnittee on Science
and Technology for Development

The General Assembly,

Reaf[irmin~ the continuing impc.rtance of the Vienna Programme of Action on
Sciencp and Technology for Development 11 in providing comprehensive guidance for
the work oC the United Nations system in the field of science anO technology for
dC'vp.l opme nt ,

Recal1ing its resolution 40/178 of 17 December 1985 on strengtheninq the role
oE the Uoited Nations in the fielo oE international economic,
scientific-technologicRl and social co-operation,

Stressing thi'lt the llltimate goal of science ano technology is to serve
national development and to improve the well-being of humanity as a whole,

ReaEE irming that all Sta tes should promote international ca-operation to
ensure that the results of scientific and technological developments are used in

the interests of strengthening international peace ano security, freedom and

11 Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technoloav for
pev~lopment, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales •
No. F.. 7<). r.21 ano corriaenda), chapo VII.
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independence and a150 for the purpose of the economic and social development oE
peoples and the realization of human rights and freedoms in accordance with the
Charter of the United Naticns,

Recognizing that an increasing number of global concerns, such as
environmental protection, the eradication of hunger, malnutrition and diseu:::es, the
peaceful use of outer space, the development of new sources oE energy, the use of
new materials, and the exploration of the resources of the oceans and the ocean
floor demand close co-operation within the international community in the fields of
science 3nd technology,

Convinced that the competent organs and organizations of the United Nations
system could contribute more effectively to promoting international scientific and
technological co-operation and integrating science and technology into the
mainstream of economic and social thinking in the United Nations,

Bearing in mind that the multi-faceted preparation of the end-oE-decade review
of the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action constitutes a chal1enge and
an opportunity for al1 countri~s to contribute to a forward-100king strategy for
íncorporating science and technology in the deve10pment process oE all countries,
parti~ularly developing countries,

L Takes note of the report of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development on its ninth session l/ and of Economíc and Social
Counci1 resolution 1987/79 of 8 July 1987;

2. Stresses the willingness of Member States to strengthen the crucial rol~

oE the United Nations in promoting a constructive dialogue and joint efforts for
solving international scientific and technologica1 problems;

3. Emphasizes the need for the careful and comprehensive preparation oE the
end-oE-decade review of the implementation oE the Vienna Programme of Action on
Science and Technology Eor Development in 1989, taking into account, inter alia,
the tremendolls impact oE new and emerging areas of scíence and technology on the
economic and social development oE all States~

4. Endorses resolution 3 (IX of 7 August 1987 oE the Intergovernmenta1
Committee on science and Technology for Development, l/ in which it requested the
Centre for Science and Techno1ogy for Development oE the United Nations
Secretariat, in co-operation with interested Member States and the competent organs
and organizations oE the United Nations system, to ídentify, prepare and elaborate
programmes and projects aimed at building endogenous capacities, incJuding

II OEficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second Session,
S~pplemer.t No. 37 (A/42/37 and corrigenduml .

11 Ihii·, chapo 11, sect. A.
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informat\on, trainin9, t~chnolQqy plann!n?, a~~~A"m~nt ~n~ fer.ca.tin;, .n~

fN\f'ül'ch, rlr;.vp.lopmr:nt ¡;¡nn llppl tCLJtir.¡n cl.lpaci t ll~R, in new l'nd .mltrging Ir-'II of
:: I.I:'T'\ce und ttlchnolnqy,

~. I~91l<::::to th(-) Secrl~tary-C;l!'ner.tl tn pr~pftr't thorouqhly ehfl cQmprehenliv"
and nnalyti~al repnrt on tnQ imp~ct of new and ~m~r~inq ar~a. el selenee Ind
tf~chnolnqy un ~ lobal dp.velopmont reque~ ted hy th .. Int.r9~v.rnm.ntll Comm1tt•• on
Science "nd 'I'echnology for D~vel,~prn..nt, in ffteol\lt1on 3 (IX) 1


