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1. Organizational and other matters 4.  The session was opened by the Chairperson of the
Committee, Ms. Aida Gonzélez Martinez (Mexico).

A. States parties to the Convention on the 5. Before taking up the regular work of the session, the
Elimination of All Forms of twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention was
Discrimination against Women commemorated. The commemoration consisted of two parts:

a solemn commemoration of the adoption of the Convention,
1. On 25 June 1999, the closing date of the twenty-fir%ﬂ‘fith the presence of a number of past and pre.sent members
session of the Committee on the Elimination off the Committee, and a round table on the impact of the
Discrimination against Women, there were 163 States partfg@nvention at the domestic level.
to the Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of6.  Statements by the current and first Chairpersons of the
Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by tt@ommittee, Ms. Aida Gonzalez Martinez and Ms.
General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 of 18 Decembéuvsandanzangyn Ider, respectively, were made at the solemn
1979 and opened for signature, ratification and accessioncmmmemoration. Statements were also made by the Deputy
New York in March 1980. In accordance with article 27, th€ecretary-General of the United Nations, Ms. Louise

Convention entered into force on 3 Septemb@81. Fréchette, the Under-Secretary-General of the Department
2. Alist of States parties to the Convention is containej EcOnomic and Social Affairs, Mr. Nn Desai, the Special
in annex | to the present report. Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, Ms.

Angela E.V. King, and the Director of the Division for the
Advancement of Women, Ms. Yakin Ertiirk. A message from
B. Opening of the session the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
was read by Mr. Bacre Waly Ndiaye, Director of the High
3. The Committee held its twenty-first session at Unite§fommissioner’s New York Office.
Nations Headquarters from 7 to 25 June 1999. The  Statements emphasized the catalytic role of the
Committee held 20 plenary meetinge26th to 444th) and its Convention and its dtical contribution to the quest for
two working groups held ... meetings. equality between women and men. It was noted that the roots
of the Convention can bedced through the whole history of
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the United Nations and its efforts to proclaim and codifyC. Attendance

human rights. International codes, such as the Convention,

were not self-implementing and true equality for womeny. Twenty-one members of the Committee attended the
required work on many fronts, including building politicalsession ...

will, the creation of an enabling environment, awareness . . .
raising and advocacy. Programmes and projects to level ﬂﬁ% . 9"3:.0]: thefr?ﬁmzerstpf thefctﬁrn_m;ttee, tofge]tcfher W.'th
playing field for women in their access to resources, theft” Ln, 'Cz lon o Ielt utrha lon o te” etrm ot ofice, 1S
opportunities in public life, including in politics and theCONMaiNedin annexiito the presentreport.

economy, the arts and sciences and the workplace, were

required, as were programmes to ensure equality irD_ Adoption of the agenda and organization
communities and the home. of work

8. Speakers emphasized that much progress had been

made towards the achievement of women's equalityz. The Committee considered the provisional agenda and
particularly in regard to equal franchise and politicgyrganization of work (CEDAW/C/1999/11/1) at its 426th

participation. Nonetheless, much more remained to be dop@eting on 8 June 1999. The agenda as adopted was as
as women’s human rights were disregarded and violatedi)ows:

many ways in all countries of the world. Statements

emphasized the important contribution of the past and present
members of the Committee and, particularly, its Chairpersons
in ensuring the implementation of the Convention. In this
regard, the Committee’s role as an agent for change for
women collectively and individually was highlighted. It was
also stressed that gender equality was not simply the concern
of the Committee and the Commission on the Status of
Women, but was also important to other bodies of the United
Nations, as well as of all Member States, communities and
individuals.

9. Participants in the round table on the impact of the
Convention included past and present members of the
Committee. Representatives of United Nations entities,
including the United Nations Development Fund for Women,
the United Nations Population Fund, the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Development Programme,
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization also
participated. Other special guests, Cecilia Medina-Quiroga,
Chairperson, Human Rights Committee (Chile); the Founder
of International Women’s Rights Action Watch (IWRAW),
Arvonne Fraser; and Shanti Dairiam, Director, International
Women’s Rights Action Watch Asia-Pacific, made
statements.

1. Opening of the session.

Commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of
the adoption of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

Report of the Chairperson on activities
undertaken between the twentieth and twenty-
first sessions of the Committee.

Consideration of reports submitted by States
parties under article 18 of thed@vention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

Implementation of article 21 of the Convention

on

the Elimination of All

Forms of

Discrimination against Women.

Ways and means of expediting the work of the
Committee.

7.

Provisional agenda for the twenty-second session.

Adoption of the report of the Committee on its
twenty-first session.

10. Alist of speakers who addressed the commemoratiofe- Report of the pre-session working group

and the round table is contained in annex Il to the present
report. 14.

The Committee had decided, at its ninth session, to

convene a pre-session working group for five days before
each session to prepare lists of questions relating to second
and subsequent periodic reports that would be considered by
the Committee at the session.
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15. Atits nineteenth session, the Committee decided that, achieve de facto equality with men and that stereotypical
from its twentieth session, in 1999, the pre-session workingfitudes persisted.

group would be convened at the end of the session prioréB. The Committee took note of the report of the pre-

which the reports to be gonsidered by the pre-session Workiggssion working group and urged the Secretariat to take all
tgroug. W(iu'g].be (t:tonS|dfered|.( Itr;] oz:der. to ngjakgd adst:]otogbssible steps to make entities of the United Nationsreord
ransition to this pattern ofwork, the Conttee decided that ¢ e nmental organizations aware of its changed pattern of

the pre-session Wofk'”g group for the twgnty-flrst S€SSI8Pqrk so as to encourage these bodies to provide inputs in the
would meet as a third working group during the twentiet

session and for a period of up to three days in order to finalize
the lists of issues and questions with regard to the periodic

reports to be considered by the Committee at its twenty-firpf| Report of the Chairperson on
session. ..
6 The following | A i diferent activities undertaken between the
. e following four members, representing differen : _fi :
regional groups, participated in the working group: Charlotte twentieth and twenty first sessions of

Abaka (Africa), Aida Gonzalez Martinez (Latin America and the Committee
the Caribbean), Yung-Chung Kim (Asia) and Hanna Beate
Schopp-Scitling (Europe). 21. Reporting on her activities since the last session of the

17. The Working Group prepared lists of issues an ommittee, the Chairperson indicated that she had attended

guestions relating to the periodic reports of four Statt © forty-t.hlrd session of the Comm|53|oq on the Status of
i&omen, including the open-ended working group on the

Efaglrees étng:g?:’] Z:gel’\llc:?tlsgtrjﬁ Isrz?;?]ghd the United Klngdoelaboratiqn of an optional protoc.ol to the Convention, which

was held in parallel to the Commission. She had also attended
18. Atits 433rd meeting, on 14 June 1999, the Chairpers@ie meeting of the preparatory committee for the special
of the pre-session working group introduced the report of tk@ssijon of the General Assembly “Women 2000: Gender
group (CEDAW/C/1999/IICRP.1 and Add.1-4). She&quality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First
informed the Committee that the pre-session working gro@entury”.

had before it draft lists of issues and questions preparedi)é( . .
S . . . She reported that, in her statement to the Commission,
the Secretariat in accordance with decision 19/1ll of th‘%]e had highlighted the fact that Decemh689 marked the

Committee, based on an analytical comparison of curre . . ) .
reports of States parties with previous reports, t twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention and

Committee’s discussion thereon and other reIevar‘ﬁat’ although significant progress had been made in the

information, including concluding observations of other trea ”;]pelen?tee r(;t?rt]laop s%:izgo?g?ﬁgg:&ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁg t?:ég?ﬁﬁ(;h had
bodies. Other reference materials included the concludi urg

commentsof e reat bodes wih regar o th St 411 1 Cnnion o 0 <0 o1 o feeen e
parties under consideration. The pre-session working gro : 9

up .. . e
also received country-specific information on those Statmpee“ng time. She indicated that she had drawn the

parties whose reports were before the working group from%}mm'ss'on s attention to the adoption by the Committee of

. . : . general recommendation 24 on article 12, women and health
representative of one entity of the United Nations, as well &s L . : .
. .__...and had highlighted the Committee’s suggestion that the
from a representative of one non-governmental orgamzatuﬁl. i . . .
epartment of Public Information shouldmvey information

19. The Chairperson of the pre-session working growh the Committee’s work to its information centres
noted that the reports reviewed followed the reportingoridwide.
guidelines of the Committee, included information on thS3

implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and MS Gonzalez informed the C_ommntee that the
éé)mmlssmn had adopted the draft optional protocol to the

described the major social, economic and political chang tion b d indicated that shaked
that had occurred since the State party last reported to gnvention by consensus and Indicate at.
rward to its adoption by the fifty-fourth session of the

Committee. States parties had made significant efforts A blv late in 1999 Sh d satisfacti
implement the Convention through the passage of legislati gneral Assembly 1ate in - ON€ expressed satisfaction

n L . ; .
and other measures, add jureequality between women andt at the Commission had completed its consideration of the
men had largely been achieved in those States parti

resmaining critical areas of concern of the Beijing Platform for
However, it noted that women in each State party had yet % tion — women and health and_ institutional mechamsms_ for
the advancement of women. Acting as preparatory committee
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for the special session of the General Assembly the anniversary of the adoption of the Convention, held during the
Commission had considerethter alia, the report of the Commission on the Status of Women, chaired by Mary
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Robinson, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Women on progress in the implementation of the Platform for  Rights, with the participation of Anne Anderson, Chairperson
Action based on the review of the reports of States parties of the Commission of Human Rights, Patricia Flor,
(E/CN.6/1999/PC/4). The preparatory coitiee had adopted Chairperson of the Commission on the Status of Women,
a draft resolution for submission to the General Assembly Angela E. V. King, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General
dealing, inter alia, with the preparatory process, on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women and Ms.
documentation and participation of non-governmental @pghScliling.

organizations, which also addressed the Committee’s role in

this process. The Chairperson also reported on her meetings

with the Executive Director of the United Nations Populatiohlotes

Fund, Nafis Sadik, and the Executive Director of the United

Nations Children’s Fund, Carol Bellamy, where strengthened * Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth

relationships between these entities and the Committee were >€3S10n. Supplement No. 38 and corrigendAM5/38 and
discussed Corr.1), paras. 28-31.

24. Ms. Gonzélez indicated that, from 26 to 28 May 1999,
she had participated in a very valuable workshop on gender
integration into the United Nations human rights system,
which had been jointly organized by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights, the United
Nations Development Fund for Women and the Division for
the Advancement of Women. The workshop aimed to develop
tools for human rights mechanisms, including special
rapporteurs, working groups and treaty bodies, which would
strengthen their ability to take gender issues more fully into
account.

25. She also noted that she had attended the meeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies which was
held from 31 May to 4 June 1999 in Geneva.

26. Hanna Beate Schopp-Siting, Vice Chairperson of

the Committee, reported on the Commission on Human Rights
which she had attended on behalf of the Chairperson. She
noted that, for the first time, the Commission had devoted a
specific agenda item to the human rights of women. In her
statement to the Commission under this item, she had urged
universal ratification, the removal of reservations and
acceptance of the amendment to article 20.1 of the
Convention relating to meeting time. She had also drawn
attention to the Committee’s statement on reservations
adopted at its nineteenth session in July 1998 ancbitemtly
concluded general recommendation 24 on article 12 —
women and health. She had also highlighted developments
in the Committee’s working methods, its increasing openness
to non-governmental organizations and the adoption of the
optional protocol to the Convention by the Commission on
the Status of Women.

27. Ms. Schopp-Sdhing concluded her report by
describing the round table to commemorate the twentieth



