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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): Yesterday afternoon I

intended to speak at the end of our meeting to inform menDers of the sad news of

the death of His Excellency Mr. Ian Cromartie, Ambassador of the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva.

Unfortunately the consultations which I was then holding prevented me from so

doing. Therefore I should like now, on behalf of the entire Committee and on my

own behalf, to present our most sincere condolences to the family of

Ambassador Cromar tie as well as to the delega tion of the Uni ted Kingdom of Grea t
•

Br ita in and Nor thern Ireland.

Miss SOLESBY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): I

thank you, Mr. Chairman, for that kind expression of condolences and I take this

opportunity to thank the many other representatives who have expressed to me their

sympa thy over the dea th of I an Cromar tie.

He had worked, as members know, for many years in the field of disarmament in

both GeneVa and New York, and I have myself learned in the last few days how

popular he had been and how much affection there has been for him. He was deeply

committed to the cause of disarmament, in particular to the search for a chemical

weapons convention. It was a personal commitment as well as an official one. We

in the United Kingdom delegation of course take the news particularly to heart.

I shall certainly pass on to Jenny Cromartie your kind condolences, Sir, and

those of all the other representatives who have expressed them. Thank you again,

Mr. Chairman, for your words.
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I\GENOI\ ITEMS 48 TO 69 (~. '~l

GENERAL DEB,a,TE ON I\LL DISI\RMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. aODRIGO (Sri Lanka), Let me at the outset .xt.nd on behalf of the

Sri Lanka deleqatien ou, sinc.,e condolences to the famUy of the late

Ambassador Cromart!.l of t,lIe United Kinqdom. I would be qrateful H the

representative of the United Kingdom would convey these sentiment. to hla family.

Let me extend to you, Mr. ~hairman, and to other officers of the Committee the

congratulations and good willl'les of Sri Lanka on your election. Your own personal

skillH, diplomatic experience and your record here at the United Nation. are

excellent qUdlificationa foe the work &head in what seems to be a promisinq •••• ion.

What appears different during this ses8ion i8 the calmer annosphere in which

we deal with our agonda and the sen8e of what the United State. representative

de8cribed dB "a time of increased expectations". It is academic to debate wheth.r

the present international mood is the cause or the ,Jonsequence of a ••rie. of

favourable de~elopme~ts. It is imperative that this Committee benefit from this

mood.

The aljr eemen t in princi ple between the Un ited Sta tes of Amer ica and the SOv iet

Union for thfl elimination of their land-based intermediate-range nuclear missUes

is to be welcoml!ld, not merely because it removes an entire class of nuclear w.apons

but because it represents, even if in a small way, a realization of the efficacy of

aecur ity-building by means of divesting rather than accumuladng armament••

Fur ther, efforts art! to be intensified between the two Powers to tackle problems

standing in the way of a ~O per cent reduction in 8trategic offensive arms. The

Soy iet Un ion and the Uni ted Sta tes have also agreed to commenCfl full-scale, thouqh

step-by-step, negotiatiolls on nuclear t.esting issues.
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A convention on chemical weapon••eem. no~ only lA matter of time. Important

Qoncluaiona on the nexua between disarmament aod development have been reached

affirming the reality of both the military and non-military dimension to the

aecurity of individual States as well a. to international pe~ce and security.

An important regional peace initiative, the South Pacific nuclear-free-zone,

ha. found legal form in the Treaty of Rarotonga.

The Stockholm Conference on Conficlence- and Security-Building Measures and

Di.aemament in Europe haG helped to dispel clouds of suspicion and mistrust that

have been .aid to obstruct the way to disarmament measures. Policies of openness

have helped to develop greater confidence among mutually exclusive military

alliance••

In about 48 hours the Foreign Ministers of the Soviet Union and the United

Etates will be coming together to prepare for a summit meeting between their Heads

of State, whiCh holds much promise.

Despite these favourable developments it is not yet time for joy to be

unconfined. To rest complacent would be to hold back further development of the

trenda that are being hailed with so much enthusiasm.

For all its pioneering spirit, the intermediate-range nuclear forces agreem~nt

repreaents only some 3 per cent of the nuclear armoury. we can, of course, take

con.olation in the fact that we have only 97 per cent of the way still before us.

Curiously enough, 97 is also the number of bra~kets that Ambassador Gareia Robles

of Mexico has identified as cluttering the text submitted by the~ Committee

to the Conference on Disarmament. The three steps forward which the

intermediate-range nuclear forces agreement represent should not be shadowed by

other new deployments in the nuclear armoury or by qualitative developments that

would negate the undoubted achievement in the field of intermediate nuclear forces.
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The nuclear overkill capacity still looms aB m.nacing1y aa before a. the

greatest threat to huma" survival.
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The tearful pro.pect of bei..,g .ubJect to nucl..r attack or blackmail 11 a

major apprehension contributing to the insecurity of non-nuclear-weapon States.

Not ...11 nuclear-we.pon State. have b.~ ... illing to give effective a••urances

against the threat or u•• of nuclear ....apon. against non-nuclear-weapon States.

This has alao s.rved to w.ak.n the non-proliferation regime.

Despite a welcome but unrequited moratoriu~ on nuclear te.ting by the Soviet

union, there i. now little re.traint on te.ting. The united St.-tell-Soviet

agreement to negotiate i8 w.lcome, but it is only a start, with tne ultimat~ goal

of a complete ban on I'uclear te.ting b.ing projected far into the future. l'.

definite deadline for .nding testing by all nuclear POWers would .nd speculation

and miagivings that much-vaunted agreements on nuclear disarmam.nt are being

negated by the testing of perhaps deadlier types of nuclear w3apon.. The

Conterence on Disarmament, endowed with An appropriate mandate, could facilitate

progress to a comprehensive test ban and supplement the efforts of United St.ates

and Sov ie t nego t ia tor s.

There would indeed b:! more t"1In cause for jubilation should the

intermediate-range nuclear forces agreement be a prelUde to significant reductions

in str ategic nuclear weapons, to coner ete steps ir revocably leading to a

comprehensive test ban in which all nuclear Powers join and to earnest negoHatlol's

and agrecmftntB to prevent an arms race in outer s~ce.

Tbday outer space, despite its remaining myst~ries, is the province of all

mankind, and, given the efforts of th. sciantists, open to the promise of peaceful

development and co-operation in the intereStA of an humanity. Its "weaponizat1on"

could curdle that promise. progress in th9 space tal~s batween the United states

and the Sov iet Un ion has been descr ibed as 18&s remarkable than progress in respect

of the intermediate-ranQe nuclear forces issues. OUter space must not be converted
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i~to an ampnitheatre for grea~-Power gladiatorial oontests. As long as the two

great space Powers perceive threats from each other, there will continue to b..

confusion between what are considered defensive and what are oonsidered offensive

weapons, wi th the end result being increased suspicion, ins8Cur ity and tension

b"tween the two Powers and grave threats to u. alL

Existing ;.egal treaties relating to outttr spaoe, despite their limitations,

whould be strictly honoured, wi th such limitations being dealt wi th by addi tional

agreements. Teohnological advances have rendered some areas of space law

obsole te. The an ti-ballis tic -missile Tr e.l ty needs to be s tr eng thened to include a

ban on anti-satellit~ weapons in space.

In the Conference on Disarmament, complex issues relating to outer space have

been examined in SOillB depth. It is necessary now to mOll, from this analytical and

exploratory phase to a direct study of measures and initiatives that have been

proposed, and to bestow on the Conference on Disarmament the necessary manaate for

this purpose.

In thi.s Committee, Egypt and Sri Lanka, in co-operation dth the non-aligned

and other delegations, will seek, if ~ossible by consensus, to re~ch agreement on a

resolul:!on for the prevention or. an arms race in outer space and the promotion of

the peacefUl developmllnt of space for the benefit of alL

Anothllr initiative on which my delegat!~n has sought the co-operation of all

concerns the Declaration of the Indian OCean all a Zone of Peace. The 1971

DeclaraUon seeks, inter alia, to eliminate from the Indian OCean area the tansionll

generated by great-Power naval and military confrontation, which has had an adverse

.ffect on the security of Indian OCean States. In 1979 the littoral and hinterland

Statell of the Indian OCean, meeting in New York, adopted a set of principles of

agreement for the imp1ementr.tion of the Declaration. Tholle pr incip1ell included the
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non-uae of force, the pHcerul settlement or diloputes, non-interference in the

internal arraira of State., and freedom of peaceful I,avigation - pr inciples,

regrett&bly, not always observed.

It ia our expectation that, should the preparatory work for the Conference on

the zncUan Ocean to be held in Colontlo not be completed in time to permi t its

convening in 1988, the Conrerence would be convened at an early date, not later

than 1990. During the put year t work has been intensified on issues of subetance

relating to the establishment of a zone of peace. The issues involved are complex

and are not being underestimated. The Conference in Colontlo would be the most.

errective forum for securing and promoting the co-operation of the permanent

..lIbers of the security Council, the major users of the ocean and the regional

States to realize the objectives of the pea~e zone and to establish conditions of

peace and aecurity in the area, eventually throtlgh appropriate arrangements for any

international agreement that may be reached. The Government of Sri Lanka has

offered to host one of the preparatory sessions of the~ Committee next year

in Colombo, and consultations are proceeding.

The conaideration of issues relating to the naval arms race bears a close

lelationship to the Indian OCean zone of peace, and Sri Lanka was one of the

sponsors of resolution 41/59 K, on naval armaments and disarmament. Plround

25 per cent of nuclear weapons are for naval deployment, in itself a clear

indication of the importance of the issue, and ample justification for its closer

scrutiny, including measures of naval disarn~mftnt and questions such as freedom of

peaoeful navigation, conflict-prevention and confidence-buil~ing at sea, exchange

of information and BO on.

The attention paid to conventional weapons does not imply a diminution of the

priority accorded to nuclear weapons. The aoquisition and production of
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conventional weaponry beyond the legitimate defence and .ecurity need. of a State

could only fester suspicion and mistrust and constitute a destabilising factor at

the regional and other levels. Allied to this is the concern of small countries

such as my own about international transfers of conventional weapon. to irregular

forces and sltcessionist elements that can threaten the very territorial integrity

of States and sap their development potential by forcing a diversion of resources

for defence. Some such transfers are commercially motivated, but the threat

remaine the same, whatever the source of the illegal supplin. It would be

worthwhillf to consider all aspects of this complex question in some depth at the

Conference on Disarmament and eventually at the third special session of the

General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

Chemi.cal weatJOns hav, not yet become obsolete. Th~ opportunity now exist. to

outlaw them by multUateral action. A convention banning their use is v.i.rtually a

certainty, although complex issues still remain to be settled. Happily, as the

representative of SWeden has reportsd, there are no insurmountable political

obstacles to a conv&ntion, and, with determination and flexibility, the arduous

work of the negotiators may doon he crowned with success.

For the Conference on Disarmament, at "'hich the negotiations on chemical

weapons have proceeded, the emerging convention is a clear vindication of ita

capacity as the sir,gle multilateral negotiating forum on disarmament. The

reluctance to bestow a negotiating mandate on the Conference on Disarmament in

respect of most of the vital issuea beforf' it has been 1'1 major hctor in ita

impotence and its reduction to the de facto status of being little more than a

deliberative body on these issues.

The Conference on Disarmamel't includes among its representative mell'berahip the

militarUy most powerful States as well as representatives of small States such as
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my own, symbolizing in a sel'll'le that consideration of, an~ negotiation on,

disarmament issues ill a matter of conoern - both .1 right and a du:y - for all

Sta tes. The Cor,terence on l)isarmament cannot 1 ive up to its hi gh purpose if l t ls

not invested with a capacity to negotiate.

We are on the eve of the th ird special sess ion of the Gener al Assemb ly devot.ed

to disarmament. Our ing th is forty-seconrl sess ion we need to set prec ise da tes for

the special session. It takes pl ace 10 year s after the fir:.t. special session of

the Gf:tr.eral Assembly devot<.Jd to disarmament. We shall neee to review progress on

the im1lementatLoI of the Final Document of that hist'..or lc fit st special sessiC'.n as

well as the anti-climactic secon(]. If our verdict veers towards the negativ,', it

will still be an endorsement of the vall~lty of ~ne decisions and recommendations

of the 1978 Document. The Do~ument must remain unassailEt~ as the .::lassic st.:lhdard

by which we must judge th@ ucant achievements of the last decade, examine the

present and re-establlsh qoals for the future. To slide back from the imperatives

ot that Document on the a~gument that its :::ights were set too high, ')r that its

goals were too noble, is to weaken our resol',e to safeguard the generat.ions that

tollow. Realism can sometimes mean taking tile easy way. Let us not compromise on

agreements reached. It is better .r) acknowl.edg,~ shortcomings in implement,ltion

than to adjust our sights to easily attainable targets. Tlmes have indeed

changed. The 1978 Document, if it is al90 to be changed, must be strengthened, not

compromised. If we compromise on the Document we may well be compromising our

fu ture.
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Mr. 'roRNUDO (Finland) I Before beginning my statement, I lIhollld like to

join other delegations in exprt'lssing our condolences on the death of Ian Cromartie.

I should also like to oongr atulllte you, Sir, on your election to the

chairmanship of the First Committee and to express our congratubtions to the

officers of the Committee as well.

For sever al year s, the Fir st Commi ttee has had th~ dub iOUR priv I.lege of

listening to disquieting stoAtementa on the cont.Jnuinq global arms race. This year,

the situation is somewhat differene. As numerous statements made n... ring the

general debate have shown, a belief in the possibill.ty of a real breakthrough in

the field of disarmament ir gaining ground.

A treaty abolishing all Amorican and SOviet ground-launched intermediate-range

nuclear weapons could become a turning-point 1n the history of nuclear weaponry.

In concluding Ruch a treat)', both siqn&tarl.es would also agree that theu secur ity

could be maintained at a lower level of armaments. This could start a process

leading to a diminished role for both nuclear and conventional weapons in the

n~lntenance of peace and secu[~ty.

AI though the treaty on intermudiate-range nuclear forces (INF) . Jld eliminate

only some 1 to 4 per cent of al ... existing nuclear wpapons, its political impact

could be much greater. As a treaty stipulating relll reductions in nuclear

armament9, it coul<l act as a catalyst in other areas of disarmament. We urge both

the United StateR and tha Soviet union to continue their efforts to reach agreement

on strategic and '-"lce arms, cOllventl.0nal forces and nuclear testing. Their joint

ach irvemen ts would undo~btedly not on ly enhance the secur ity of the par ties

concerned but would also be in the interest of the security of all nations.

The emergir.g INF treaty is histar ic also from a disarmament-ver· ification point

of v iaw. The tr eaty would er ea te a s tr ingen t veri f ica t ion reg ime llu 11 t on the

practice of on-site inspection. That regime coulci serve as a nvdel for compliance
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control arrangementa in other areaa. An adequate and effective verification ayat.em

is of critical importance bO diaarffi~ment agreements and confidence-building in

itself •

The positive effect of an INF treaty shJuld be felt most strongly in Europe,

where its military impact would be considerable. This also concerns northern

Europe, since the prospective treaty would abolish a significant number of nuclear

weapona n~ capabl ... of reaching that area.

Againat this background, it might sound inappropriate bO express a few words

of caution. Finland warmly welcomes reducHons in nuclear I\rmaments, both

intermediate and strategic, but in assessing the impact of prospective disarmament

agreementa, my Government muat also take into account regional and comparative

considerationa.

In addi tion bO their over all impor tance, arms 1 imi ta Hon agr eemen ts migh t

influence different regions or sUbregion9 in different ways. Agreements have an

impact on military capabilities and can change deployment patterns. Agreements

might also influence military research and development, weapon construction and

procurement plans. They might even influence military doctrines. Such

consequences demand our attention. They might in some cases even have negative

regional effects.

The potenti~~ regional impact of future disarmament agreements ie of course

difficult to foresee, especially bOlore those agreements have been signed and have

come inbO force. Our assumption today regarding futur., devell"' nents must be based

on existing and known arms programmes. Any discernihle trends ~re therefore for

tbe most part independent of the new programmes currently envisaged. ~r conearn

is not caused directly by tbese prospective agreemen"s but rather by some on-g0 1n9

negative trends.
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ane of the more peral.tent of the.e tr.nd. i. the incr ••••d deploym.nt. by the

principal military Pa.H.r. of .ir- .nd .e.-launched crui•• mill.il •• c.rryinCj both

conventional and nucle.~ warhead.. Tho•• mi•• il•• are inherently d•• tabilizlnCj

owinCj to diU,cultiflll of ver Hication in reCjard to quantitjl. quality and

d.ploym.nt. RAt,cw'lt: developm.nt••nhancinCj th.. ir pen.tnt.ion capability have

inten.ifi.d t~ose problem.. In addition, crui.e mi •• il.s - b.c~u.e of their

trajeotory .• con.Utute an indirect .ecurity problem to neutral countries li\(e

Finland. Since 1978, my Government ha. therefore been .ppealing to .11 nuclear

Pow-u. for lif1lit.tion. in the deployl'ent and development of long-rang. cruise

mi.. ile••

Another trend is the .cc.ler.Uo, of military re.earch and dev.lopment. Th.

continuing technological arms rac. i. a perpetual ~roce.s with it. own inn.r logic,

constantly producin.) new generaUons of more effectiv. we.pon.. ·rhe qU.litaUve

arms race t.ke. on p.rticul.r importanc~ when nucle.r weapons are involved. Thi.

qualitative arm. race ia .1.0 as.uming increased signific~nce in the field of

conventional weapons. It contr ibutes to international tension in both case. by

creating more sophisticated .y.t.em. "nd counter-lIystems. Agreed limitation. in one

area may acc.lerate the .peed of deve10pn;..nt in other are".. The need for

meaningf 11 restraints on the qualitative aspect of the arms race is obvious.

Purthermore, the pofJsible reduction of nuclear weapons - which, as I have

said, we watmly welcome and support - may have perceptible consequences in Europe

for the role of conv.ntional forces. While giving those forces a more central role

in th. ove-all balance between t.he two alliances, possible agreements at the same

time highlight the need for negotiations aimed at great.er stability through

r.ductions in conventional torces.

Our conc&rn at possible changes in the relative importance given to specific

regions, in arms deployment patterns and in the qualitative arms race, 11 llnked to
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our .ecurity interellt.. Bvery nation ha. a legitimate riCJht to, and a

re.pon.ibility for, peace and .ecurity. The Finni.h Government h•• therefore

consistently .tre.wed the need for .eU-re.traint and .tabUity in northern Europe

and the ... area. in and adjaoent to it. OUr initiative. in the domain of nav.l

arm. control aim at ooncrete oonfidence-building mea.ure., •• indieated in the

workinCJ paper pre.ented by Finland at the Disarmament Commission la.t .pring. Such

mea.ure. range from the pc•• ibl.. multilateralilation of the .o-oalled incident

agreement to notification and ob.ervation of naval exercise., •• well a8 to a

greater openne•• on naval mattera throuCJh a more regular exchange of information.

Let me now turn to lome of the i ••ue. mor~ dirflctly related to the item. on

our multUateral di.armament agenda. Finland ha. consiatently "'rgued in favour of

a compl.\:;:: ban on nuol.ar t ••ting. A comprehen.ive nuclear-teat ban would .et real

limitaHon. on the quaUt.Uve imprOll'emant of nuclear weapon.. It would also help

to strengthen the world-wide non-vroliferaUon regime. W. therefore welcome the

recent announcement by the SOII'iet union and the United Statall that full-.cale

.tage-by-.t~g. negotiation. on nucl..r-te.ting i ••u•• would begin before 1 December

of th i. year.
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we oontinwll ~o b.liev. that a compr.h.n.iv. nuol.ar-t.st-ban tr.aty with

eff.otiv. v.r Uioation provisions ought to b. negotiable right now. Howev.r ~

al.o r.cogniz. the validity of a gradual approaoh as loog a. it is firmly.. to

the ultimate goal, the .nding of all nuol.ar t •• ts in all .nvironments for all tim••

Th. n.w Sovi.t-Am.rioan talk. compl.m.nt the multilat.ral .ffort. that have

boen under way at the Conf.r.no. on Disarmament in G.neva for quite some timv, with

r.grettably soant r.sulta. W. hope that the multilat.ral efforts in this field

will now gain new momentum.

Finland has, for ita part, oontr ibuted to the multilateral .fforts for a

nuolear-test-ban tr.aty by making available it. t.chnioal expltrt.is. in the fi.ld of

seislnic ver lfication. Finland is taking an aotiv. part in the d.velopm.nt of an

international data .xchang. system, which would constitute the n.c•••ary t.chnioal

grol'ndwork for r.Uable monitoring of seismic .v.nts for v.riUcation purpo••B. We

w.lcome the .teady progr ••s being mad. in th1A ar.a.

In our view anoth.r priority iS8u. for multilat.ral di.armament diplomacy i. a

compl.t. prohibition of ch.mical wltapon.. Finland, for it. p.rt, do.s not pos••s.

chemical weapons and will never acquir. such w.apon.. Inst••d, Finland has tor the

p.st IS y.ars devot.d consid.rable r.sourco. to developing t.chnical m.ans for

verifying ohemical disarmament. The r.sults of our r ••••rch have been regularly

placed .t the di.posal of the Conf.r.nc. on Dis.rmam.nt. Th.y are available to .n

oth.r. as w.ll.

Con.iderable progre.s has bean made in the negotiations on ch,mical weapons.

The complete and verifisbl. prohibition of such weapon. on a global basis is, if

not y.t within immediate r.ach, much clos.r at hand than even a y.ar ago. On the

key is.ue of v.rification ~iffer.nces have now been narrowed, we hopp decisively.

Finland weloomes the emerging agreement on mandatory on-site in.pection. upon
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chullenge. In view of the grave consequences that suspicions of undeclared

chemical-weapons stocks wo~ld have for international security if not promptly and

satisfactorily removed, such inspections are clearly necessary.

Although unrelated to the question of chemical weapons as such, the recent

demonstrations of the workability of the inspection provisions of the Stockholm

Conference document are encouraging. We also look forward, as I have already

mentioned, to any impetus that the ver1ficaticm regime of a prospective IIgreement

on intermediate-range nuclear forces between the United States and the USSR may

gbe to the chemical-weapons negotiations in this regard.

In our view, the United Nations Disarmament Commission plays an important role

as a global forum for testing new ideas on disarmament. We note wi th satisfaction

that such issll1ts as conventional and naval dlaarmament, as well as ver if1cat'.on,

have been taken up for serious discussion at the Disarmament Commission. We look

forward to continuing that discussion.

It is clear from what I have already said that Finland attach 's particular

importance to the fact that naval armaments and disumament are on the agenda of

the United Nations Disarmament Commission. This aspect of disarmament has long

been overlooked, despite venerable historical precedents. We intend to revert to

this subject at the next session of the Commission.

The discussion of verification in all its aspects that beg all this year in tbe

Disarmament Commission is a welcome development. Although verification is always,

by definition, connected with s(l0cific disarmament agreements, we believe thllt

there are also common elElments to ver ificaHon that can be considered at a general

level.

We also believe that the role of tile United NaHons In ver ificaHon of

multilateral disarmament agreements needs to be enhanced. Our proposal at the

Disarmament Commission for creating a verification data base to be compiled and
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managed by the United Nations emanates from this belief. We are pleased by the

response to our proposal. We will continue to work for it at the United Nations

nisarmament Commission with a view to elaborating a concrete recommendation on

which the General AflBembly could act.

One of the few successes in the recent history of disarmament-related

conferences is the result of the International Conference on the Relationship

~etween oi sarmamen t and Developnen t. Fin land par Hcipa ted actively in the

Conference. W~ welcome the adoption of the Final Document by consensus. It was

encouraging that, despite the varying views of the participating countries, it was.

possible to overcome differences and produce a substantive document. The

Conference reached a number of important conclusions regarding the relationship

between disarmament and development, two processes that ought 1;0 support and

stimulate each other. The Final Document signals a new approach, a fresh start to

the efforts of tack} ing grave problems. It conforms perfectly to the Finnish view

that every human being has the right to pursue a rellll~'nable standard of living and

live in peace. The important thing is that the international comn"mity has moved

towards a wider understanding of how to pursue securit.y. In the. Final Document we

agreed that security played a key role in the complex and difficul t rellttionship

between disarmament and development ~nd that disarmament, development and security

formed the three pillars of peace. The Cavernlllflnt of Finland is ready to

participate in the wOLk towards the l.mplementation of the Filial Document.

The General Assembly decided last year to convene its third special session

devoted to disarmamen t in 1988. The Prepar atory Commi ttee for the special sess ion

has already adopt.ed a draft agenda. Like the ,lgendas of previolls special seRsions,

it is a compromise which makes it possible to organize the work of the session in ~

flex ible manner.
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Finland looks forward to the special. session as a universal and authoritative

forum. It. purpose should be to outline an lnternational disarmament strategy

based on the Final DOcument of the firl>t IIp8c14l session of the General lIssflnbly

devoted to disarmament, as well as on the results, meagre as they may have been, of

the second.

The particular task of the third special session should bE' to enhance the role

of the l1nit&d Nations in multilateral tlisarmamftnt endeavours. Thert'! is need for a

review of the United Nations disarmament machinery, with regard to procedural

questions, working practices and the c.omposition of some of the maAn tlisarmament

bodies. Rationalization and innovation in those fields could permit. t.he resourceS

of the world Organization to be more 3fhctively focused on the centlal issues of

international disarmament, to the bencnt of international peace and security.·

*Mr. Nashash ib 1 (Jordan), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.
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Mrs. MULAMULA (United Republic of Tanzania) I My delegation has learned

with deep sorrow of the untimely death of Ambassauor Cromartie. We wish to extend

our deepest sympathy to the United Kingdom delegation.

May I, on my own behalf and on behalf of my delegation, congratulate you, Sir,

on your election lO the chairmanship of this Committee. My delegation is

particularly pleased to see an illustrious son of Africa pcesiue over tlds

important COllUoittee, a Committee which deliberates on issues that are the

corner-stone of the maintenance of internatlonal peace and security. We also wish

to expreBs OIJr deep appreciation to your predecessor, Ambassador ~achmann ot the

German Democratic Republic, for the dedication with which he effectively conducted

the proceedings of the Committee during the forty-first session.

'I'he Committee is meeting against the bC'ckground of heighteneo expectatlOns as

to the outcome of the protracted negotiations between the super-Powers with regard

to the elimination of deadly weaJ:>ons of mass destruction. Analysts L,ave given

reasons for the agreements reached between the United States of America and the

Soviet Union. Notwithstanding the reasons advanced, the fact that tht:. two

super-Powers are talking to each other and not at each other is an encouraging sign

offering promising prospects. For the same reason we welcome the agreement in

principle to conclude a treaty on the elimination of intermediate- and

shorter-range missiles in Europe and elsewhere. It:. lS to be h0f-ad that an

agreement will be signedl but by itself, without total and comprehensive

disarmament, the agreement will solve neither the glob~l nuclear alms prOblem nor

the controversies surrounding the issues. ~herefore, my delegation looks forward,

with guarded optimism, to th~ forthcoming summit meeting between the leaders of the

two super-Powers, in the hope that they will give legal form to a treaty on

intermediate-range nuclear forces (INF). We urge thew alSO to consider total

nuclear disarmament.
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While we welcome thll bilateral efforts in the disarmament n"gotiations towards

g$neral and complete disarmament, we ehare the view expressed by other delegations

that however useful and meaningful bilateral negotiations may be, they are not a

SUbstitute for multilateral negotiationsl each must com~lement the other, and not

hinder or preclude it. As was stressed in the 1986 Harare Declaration of the ~~ads

of State or Governnlent of non-aligned countries, we expect the two Powers to keep

the General Assembly and the international community at large fully and officially

informed of the progress made in the nAgotiations, rather than compel us to pick

the titbits of information from the media.

In that respect, my delegation expresses its dlsappointnlent at the state ot

affairs in the only multilateral negotiating body on disarmament - the Conference

on Disarmament. Reading through its report, it is clear that the work done by the

Conference on Disarmament leaves much to be desired. The Conference has once again

demonstrated its inability to estaollsh ad hoc cOlwnittees on the priority items

listed on its agend~l the nuclear-test ban, cessation of the nuclear-arms race,

nuclear disarmament, prevention of nuclear war and all related matters. The

obstinate position of certain nuclear-weapons states, members of the ConfJrence on

Disarlnament, has regrettably crippled the smooth functioning of that body. We are

informed tnat tho only area in which there have been positive moonc in the

Conference on Disarmament - as acknOWledged by tne Secr.etary-General in hlS report

on the work of the Organization (A/42/l) - is on chemical weapons. However, as in

previous reports of the Conference on Disarmament, which note that the draft texts

do not bind any delegation, the opening statement in tile appended dratt convention

diminishes the underlying positive note in the respectlve reports. Equally

disturbing are the endless brackets in the text.
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The report and the statement made before the Committee by the Chairman of the

Disarmament Commission at the last spring session demonstrate yet another

discouraging outcome of multilateral efforts of United Nations bodies in

deliberations nn disarmam~nt.

My delegation is particularly concerned with the insignificant progress made

on an item of great importance to our region, and indeed to all peace-loving

nations in the world - the issue of the nuclear capability oE South Africa. 1 need

not remind delegations of the danger facing the international community in the

event that South Africa, in desperaL on and armed with nuclear weapons, might

unleash a major regional war, which could precipitate a global confrrntatit)n. The

underlying danger was brought to our attention initially oy the Secretary-G~nerQl

in his report, which statedr

"Without underestimating the extreme dangers of nuclear weapolls in general,

they take on especially ominoul.l dimensions if ln the hands of a regime

despe;::ate to preserve white supremacy." (A/35/4112, c-arll. 91)

In retrospect, therefore, the 4uestion of South Africa's nuclear capability cannot

be separated from the intenLonB of the .!!.E..artheid regime, whose policy has been

condemned by this body as a er ime against humani ty. In the same vein, we urge

those members who have been standing in the way 01 to conllenSUB decision on this

matter, to reconsider their positions in the interests of humanity, for in the eyes

of the victims of apartheid the issue is one of life or death. 'rhe rect!nt

pressures put on South Africa and its announcement that it would sign the Treaty on

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is only a "~ ot on a stick"

intended to t~y to pacify opponents of the regime who want it expelled fcom the

International Atomic ~nergy Agency. k'or my delegatlon, these efiorts dre only
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cosmetic tor they obscure th~ nature of the p~oblem but unfortunately some

countries represented at the annllal meeting in Vienna in Se~tember were appeased.

By becoming a signatory to the NP~, South Africa will acquire a clear licence to

join the exclusive nuclear clUb for it already ~ossesses a nuclear wea~on6

capabill ty. While the NP'f has ti( d the hands of the non-nuclear States that are

partiea to -.t, it I)as allowecl hori<'.ontal r>roliferation of nuclear weapons Ly

lIucl~ ..r-weapons states. To date, my GovorMlent has theretore found no justifiable

reason for joining this treaty regime.

If I have devoted conslderable time to tnis lssue, it is because tne issue of

South African nuclear weapons capabilities has frustrated all our efforts to

tr~nslate into practice the Decl~ration on the Denuclearization of Africa long

since adopted ~y the OAU. AbQve all, it is an expression of our concern at the

continued nuclear blackmail of independent African States by the rdcist regilll"

which, through its destabilizing policies, has kept neighbouring countries in a

state of perpetual siege.

Another are" of concern to my delegiltion is the conti"...ed militarizalion of

the Indian Ocean ar.d the military presence there of super-Powers and other maritime

Powers. ~fforts to implement the Ueclar~tion of the Indian Ocean dS a ~one of

Peace through the convening of a United Nations conference have thus tar been

trustrdted by thoue same Powt.rs. 'fne retl0rt of the~ Committee on the Indian

Ocean to the General Assembly at this session is clear testimony to the deadlock

confronting the Committee with 'egard to the conveniny of an international

conference in r".ombo on the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. Once again, the

Committee is requesting a possible posll~nement of the lony-awaited conference.

While Tanzania, a member of the~ Committee, joined the consensus in favour of

the draft resolution recow~ended to the General Assembly at its forty-second

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



FMa/7 A/~.1/4:.!/PV.l:l

25

(MU. Mulamula, Unitlld N.epublic
of T~lnlania)

eession, as contained in its rel>ort (A/4:.!/29), we wish to place on record our

dieaPI'ointment with thQ deciaion taken to J:loatpone the conterence to Iln

undetermined date. My Government particularly deplore. the deUberate attempte by

certain countries to f(uiltdte all .fforts co halo that conference and to protract

it~ preparation ad infi!!itum. One can only conclude that those stalling actions

reflect the adamant refusal at those coul\tr ieB to even contemplat.• witndrawing from

the Indian Ocean.
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The danger facing the littoral and hinterland StateB owing to the military

rivalry in th~ ocean n~ed8 no elaboration, for the dan~er is at our lront door.

There is a need for practical action to lid the Indian Ocean of the menacing

presence of great Powers, which have blocke, de work ot the Commlttetl. My

delegation was equally dismayed by the refulla! to endorse even the oUer by the

Govornment of Sr~ Lanka to host one of the pre-conference sessions in Colombo.

Nevertheless, my delegation is optimistic that reason will prevail in our

endeavours in this Committee that will lead to the convening o£ that important

conference. After all, it is in che interest of us all to navigate through safe

waters and the aim of the confe~ence is to pave the way for the r4tstoration of

peace in the stormy waters of the Indian Ocean.

In stating our disappointment Wfil are not saying that there have been no

positive developments in other areas. The holding of the International Conference

on the Relationship between Disarmalllent and lJevelopment was a vc:llullble acnievement

in the multilateral efforts of the United Natiolls in the field of disar.mament,

however modest tne outcome. In th~ worlla at the President of the Conf\lrenctl,

Mr. Natwar 5ingh,

"the Conterence struck the right blow for the right reason at the right :ime

and in the right forum".

Unfortunately, the f'inal Document, WhiCh WliS adol'ted by consensus, did not livtI up

to the expectations llnd wishes of many delegations, inclUding my own. It did,

however, endorse for the first time the c!ose and multioimensional relationship

between disarmament and develo~ment. Therefore I suggest that t~~ document be

considered aB our invaluable start inq-point for tutUUI act ion and o[ ientation with

regard to the attainment of the objective of disarmament and development. We the
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develo~ing countr ies have to build on what hila b'!on achieved by our concerted

eHorts and actions in the Committee.

Another significant dev~lopment was a consensus decision to hold the third

ppecial seSSlon of the Gener~l Assembly devoted to disarmament in 1986 and to agree

un the agenda. 1t is the hope 01' my delegat ion that the establllihing of tile dates

and venue for the special session will not be made an issue and thus waste the

valuable time of tile Committee.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, 1 wish to express once again my delegation's

displeasure with the working methods of the Committee. We are disappointed that

consultatio~B helll ty your predecessur wlth regard to the rationalization of tile

work of the Committee have not borne results. We therefore find ourselves in the

same precarious situation of Ilavlng to IW<Jure llstening to repetitlve statements in

the general debate and again in the debata on 8Decific items. It is our hope that

you "ill reconsider th~ uupllcation involved in tll.. organization of work and

certainly continue from where Ambassador ;',achmann left his consultations, as

indic,~ted in your t irst statement on the ur<januation of our work. I wish to

assure you, Sir, of my delegation's full co-operatior. in tllis endeavour.

~~H-BANG (Singapore) I On behalf of lily d~legatioll 1 should like to

exte~d DUI warm congratulations to you, Sir, un your unanimous election as Chairman

ot the ["irat Committee. My d.deyation also extends its felicitation!> to the uther

officers of the Committee on their election.

A year ll'Jo ..It ..Ibuut this time Ulllt~d States PresH.lent I{eayan and Soviet

General Secretary Gorbachev met at Heyk~avik In a serious effort to narrow their

ditferences u\ler c1is,Irmament "nd otl)er issues. A tew W~eK>l ilYO tl)e United ~tates

dnd the ~;ovlet Union .ltriveu ..It ,Ill ,1l,Jreem~nt in ~)rinCli'le ,)0 tht! elimindtior. 01 two

classes 01 m~diIJIII- dfld Bhorter-rilfl,:!e nuclear IIIlBI:lllell - tne lnterllledlate-ranye
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nuclear forces agreement. By the end of this session of the G.neral Assembly,

Preaident Reagan and Soviet leader Gorbacllev wi.U be hAviny another summit, the

third in two years, to confirm this agreement and perhaps reach other nBW

agreements.

These events do not take place accidently. They reflect 1I0llle fund4Jnent~1

changes in super-Power relations and hence international politics. 'l'hey arB the

marking-stones of a chanying world. No longer are thB su~er-Powers threatening to

swallow each other, as they claimed earlier in their rhetoric of the colct war er~.

They have now agreed to talk and to create, it is hopea, a l'eaceful and Btable

world. Whatever the outcome of this change in their relations, it will have a

profound effect on all nations and on world politics. This new erd is one in which

there is a greater convergence of views and interests of the two super-Powers, an

era in which they will settle their own problems and those of the world directly,

perhaps leaving little room for the voice of the third world.

The following anecdote from Lewis Carroll, author of 'l'hrouyh the

Looking-Glass, best de~cribes the new, changing worldl

"The rovlI they had entered had a tall mirror standing in one corner.

Dodgson gave his cousin an oran~e and asked her which hand she held it in.

When she replied 'The right', he asked her to stana betore the ylass and tell

him in which hand the little girl ~n the mirror was holding it. 'The left

hand', came the puzzled reply. 'Exactly', sI11d Uodyson, 'and hOW dO you

explain that?' Alice replied, 'If I was on the other side ,If the gla8"1'.

This anecdote illustrates that the concepts of the right and the left depend

on one's perspective. Unite~ Rtatee-Soviet relations so far have been colored by

this mirror image each has of the other. However, after more than 4U years of
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gazing at each other from oPpos1te ends, they have decided to walk through their

r~spective mirrors to Bee each other in order to ~et a correct pers~ectlve at each

other.

What have been the caUSltS of this change? Until recently the United IOtates

had a nuclear advantage over the Soviet Union. From the Soviet perspective at the

time, so long as this imbalance existed they would have to strive hard to narrow

the gap. The United States naturally tried to maintain ita nuclear lead through

the development of advanced nuclear technolo~y ana waapons systems in rasponse to

what was perceived as a massive Soviet nuclear build-Up. 'I'his inevitably led to

the nUl:lear-arms race, which over the years could not be maintainad without severe

strain on their respective economies. Though the Soviet Union did finally achieve

nuclear parity with the United ~tateB, this was achleved at tremendous economlC

cost. For some time there was a realization by both super-Powers of the futility

of the arms race. However, both sides trod cautl0usly on the disarmament issue,

until recently, when the new Soviet leadership, lass bound by the dogmas of the

cold-war era, emerged.
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A reassessment of Soviet national interests and foreign policy follow.d. A

new style of international diplomacy - that of ylasnost - was introduced.

"Glasnost" can be roughly tr~nslated to mean "openess" or "transparency". Glasnost

has led to new approaches on disarmament issues. ~or the first time the Soviet

Union has \lone beyond what the two super-Powers were prepared to offer each other

in the past. It has accepted the zero-zero option and has advanced a doctrine of

reasonable sufficiency in military forces that calls for maintaining an adequate

defence, but not investing money in an endless drms race. The result is the recent

intermediate-range nuclear forces agreement.

In this nev era of improved super-Power relations, are we likely to see a

better and more hopeful world? What implications will this have for Europe, Asia

and the rest of the world? The new United States-Soviet relationship will first

and foremost have serious implications for the balance of forces in Europe, where

any small shift in East-. ,at relations is most felt. Th~ Atlantic Alliance was

based on its reliance on the United States nuclear umbrella to maintain the

strategic balance with the Warsaw Pact, which has ,;uperior ity in conventiondl arms.

Without this vital United States nuclear umbrella, the delicate strategic balance

in Europe would be upset. ~'aced with thL.. likelihood, the Western European

countries may have to maku a fundamental reassessment of their security and the

basic assumptiors on whicn it is oased.

There is little doubt that both the Western and ~astern European qroupinys

would like to see a more stable ~;urope. However, for the Wester n European

countries this stability is seen to be one based on a balance of forces between the

two bloC8. In their reassessment of their security, Western Kur. ~an countries are

likely to ue fac{,d with two !)[odd options - redrlllin<j, lmth with nuclear and

conventional weapon,;, or negotiating with their I::astern Eu. Jpean counterparts a

mutual r ..duction oi ron."':>. It 15 :>iynll i<;'lnl that in refllJtHl>;'_' to the
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interme:Uate"ranlje nuclear forces agreement the Western European countries do not

want to link European security and disarmament to any accvrd r~ached between the

two super-Powers on a bilateral basis.

The balance of forc~s in Asia from a broad strategic perspective ls not a.
delicate an that in Europe. However, since the 1970s Asia has noL been spared the

super-Power rivalry, as witness the seuous efforts mao\! by one party to make

inroads into this region, where traditionally it had little influence. Any future

balance of forces configuration in Asia will undouotedly have to take China into

consideration. From all accounts, it has the potential to be a super-Power.

However, it is significant that the Chinese leadersllip has opted for e~onomic

development rather than mi1itarization. It has taken the initiative to cut down

its conventional forces by a million men. According to a United Natio~s

information paper giving questions and answers on the relationship between

disarmament and development,

·Chinese military expenditures as a percentage of national out~ut are

estimated to have dropped by one third from 1~79 to 1983. Modernization of

agriculture, industry and science and technology is Ijiven precedence over

military mOdernization, and a rapid growth in China's .conomy and living

standards is reported."

China's example should be a model for other big Powers to follow.

Elsewhere in the world similar dilemmas face countries, should both

super-Powers decide to take a stand-off position in locdli~ed regional affairs

following glasnost. In a bipolar cold-war world, the super-Powers actively courted

the third world for alignment in their struljgle for supremacy. However, this i.

likely to change, as ideological alignment becomes les8 relevant to the new

super-Power relationship. The third world countries may have to reassess their

role in the new, changing world: do they still want to hold on to the old ways or
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will they .trike out on their own to a ralatively independent line? Each country

will have to decide what i. be.t for it••!f, How.ver, if th. small State. still

want to be in the main.tream of in~ornati)nal politic., th.y will have to ke.p in

step with ~he n.w changing world.

As the thr.at of nucl.ar war diminisbe. follOWing glasnost diplomacy and

changed super-Power relation., this doe. not n.c....... ~l'! m&an that order and

stability in the world will automatically follow. A. I have illustrated, new

equations of balance of force. at the r.gional lev.l emerge, and countries other

than the two super-Pow.r. will have to find new alternativ•• for their security.

There are three likely choice.. firlt, the countries could rearm, which is not a

welcome alt.rnative, secondly, th.y could agree to r.gional disarmament for both

conventional and nucl.ar force., and, thirdly, they could form new regional

groupings to solve regional problen•• by themselves, without the use of force and

without the involvement of the major Pewers.

The sentiments expressed in debate. both in the ~enera! Assembly debates and

in this Committee clearly sugge.t that rearmament il not a solution to the problem

of world peace and atability. I ahare the views of many delgates that glasnoat

diplomacy should not be confined to the two .uper-Powers. It .hOt,Ld permeate

downward. to the regional level as well, :and re'::liorsl disarmament, both

conventional and nuclear, should be puraued a. the key to a 8t3bilized and balanced

world. Coupled with this i. the .atablishm~nt of regional groupin'::lS, not for the

purpose of military ~lliance., but for tha peaceful settlement of disputes. The

recent peace proposals initiated by the group of Central American countries

themaelves to solve their own regional problema ia a move in the right direction.

One success story, of course, is the Association of ~outh-East Asian

Nations (ASEAN'). Before its formation, relations between the non'-Communist

South-East Asian countries were charactflrlzed by IOh,truut, envy and even conflict.
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Through regional co-operation, following the formation of ABEAM, a more positive

and understanding relationsnip has been forged between its members. Discord has

been replaced with regional harmony, sta~ility and economic prosperity.

War and peace are the result of human wills and irttentions, and not of

weapons. Weapons are the ~eans to wage wars, but are not in themselv.s the eaus.s

of wars. The deliberation on disclrmalllent and arms control will not be complete if

there is little discussion on the causes of wars and the way. to eliminate them.
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As most members of the First Committee are non-nuclear-weapon States, our

strength lies in our credibility and being taken seriously. I share the view ot

the repr~sentative of Ghana that we should avoid turning this into a forum for

propaganda purpooes or allow it to ue an instrument for bloc or ideoloYlcal

politics. We should strive to make this Committee a respected arms control forum,

discussing and recommending tangible pro~osals on disarmament and verification and

means to world peace and stability. The number of re~olutions we adopt is not a

reflection ot the credibility ot the First Committee, but the quality of those

resolutions is. It we in this forum can arrange for resolutions of better quality

to be proposed and adopted, we will have set a hiyh standard for ourselves and tor

future deliberations.

We look forward to your able leaderShip, Mr. Chairman, to yuide the ~ommittee

to a discussion of substantive issues concerning disarmament and arms control.

Mr. van SCHAIK (Netherlands): Permit me first of all, Sir, to

congratulate you, as well as the other members of the Bureau, on the assumption of

important posts in the Committee. I also wish to express my gratitude to

Ambassador Zachmann of the German Democratic Republic for ris ~xcellent work as

last year's Chairman.

My delegation fully subscrioes to the statement made in this r.:.ommittee by the

representative of Denmark spr'aking on behalf of the member States of the European

Community. Indeed, the themes we are diacussiny here these days are increasingly

within the purview of the p:>litical co-operation among the 12 Europ£ai. member

countries.

For the Netherlands Government, the oDJectives of peace and security,

prosperity and justice are intertwined. Disarmament policies should in fact be

placed within a broad context. Disarmament cannot be achieved if no progress lS

made in other areas.
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Salvador de Madariaga, at the time a senior advisor for the League of Nationa,

once wrotel

"1'he solution of the problem of disarmament cannot be found witnin the prob1ew

itself, but only outside it,"

He continued:

"In fact, tne l'rob1em of disarmament is not the problem of disarmament. Lt

really is the problem of the organization of the world community,"

In the light of such wise remarks, it is most fortunate that we can discern

some favourable developments in the current international situation. We are

registering signals of reform and transparency in countries where until recently

the status quo and stagnation presented obstacles, inclUding on the road to

international co-operation. We are witnessing important new developments in the

East-West context. The old patterns of East-West relations have proved to be les8

static than was believed possible only a short time ayo.

Of course, uncertainties and rigidities of various sorts cannot be dispelled

overnight. In certain areas of the world, devastatiny war and armed cunflict~ raye

on. Yet there now seems to be clear perspective for progress. In arms control

negotiations in particular, attitudes havl:l chan':led, tile cllmate hall improveu Clnu

concrete achievements are a prospect.

The Netherlands Government is highly tlatlsfied WIth the agreement In prinCIple

reached on intermediate-range nuclear forces - the so-called INF agreement - on

18 September. The elimination of all American and SovIet intermediate long-range

and short-range nuclear missiles wlll be of historic significance. ~'or the lirst

time in the post-war period, wllole categories ot nuclear weapons, incllldin'l SOIlIt' oj

the most modern ones, would be dismantled.

'rhe Netherlands Government is also t!ncouraljeo lly th(~ l1royress tUilt Hi llt!lIHl

made in the field of reductions ot !-Itrategic weapolls. We fltrollljly hope that deep
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and verifiable reductions to ~~ual levels, properly structured to enhance

stability, wi.l.l soon follow upon an INF agreement.

We cOlldider it of great importance that the United Stat<os and the Soviet Uniun

have agreed to start full-scale step-by-step negotiation.. on limitiny ana

ultimately ending nuclear tests before 1 Decemb~r l~1l7. We hope that early

.)ro'Jress will be mdde towards thl' shared ("·hJective of a cOlllprehenslve test ban.

We trust that negotiations on the verif.ication issue in relation to the

threshold test-ban Treaty of 1974 and the peaceful nuclear explos1ons Tleaty of

1976 will soon be crowned with success. Strict verification is in essence

technically tt!a:Hbl~ and need therefore no longer blO<.'k the way toward .. test

recluctions.

In our eHorts to reach the important obJe::;tivt! of a comprehenoive telit ban,

wo! support the idea of a step-by-step progranune of limiting and suboequently ending

nuclear t~sts, pardl..el with a programme to reLlu' anu ul ... imately el1m1nate

cat.egories of nucledr weapons. It is encouraging that recent developn,ants point in

this d1rectiun, thus ccnfirming the validity at an approach the Netherlands hds

often advocated in the past.

'rhis br inys llIe to a few gelleral observations on the relationh1~ between the

bilateral negotations between the United States and thL Soviet Union and

multilaterdl etforts in arms control.. '1'l.Ie improved international cl1matt! creates

opportunities for progress in multilateral consultation3 and negotiations on arms

cuntrol and di9<.lrmament.

All nations ~hould in fact co-operate 1n con~truct1Vt! prOpOl:la15 for

disarmament and should make a contribution in the s~arch [or a~reelllents on ~alanced

U!'lUct iOIl'j 111 drllldment8, iHllIed force» dnLl m1l1tary lJud'.jets. ui ldteral anLl

mtllti later,ll arms control and disarmament are in [.lr:t complel,entary. We should set!

currpnt" f1f ... q()tiatlIHl!; tdkintJ place in vaCluUS LorulHu a:::; a combined et1ort.
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Fo: vartous reasons, maLt problems of arms control and disarmament have a

multilateral dimension. F'or the effectlvO! eXdcution ot certain vrogralnmdll of _'rlOll

control, the co-operation or participation of many countries may eVlln he essentiaL

Yet in the prasant state of powtlr relations, the United ~:itatf:lB and the Sovit!t Unio"

should, as ~ey a~tors, play a special role.

We are all conscious Qt the fact that tht! bilateral ntl~otiltionB hetwt!en tne

united States and the Soviet Union on nucldar and space ~atters are taking place

against a background of widespreed global concern. Tnat is Ollt! ot the reasons why

d'sa,m~ment talks should also, wh~n appropriate, take pl4 in a broad context.

Besides dealing _Lth negotiations on a regionai basis, the Conference on

Uisarmament should se,ve as the ~ppropriate global for~m wh~r~, parallel to the

bilateral talks in Ge~eva, nego~iations are conducted tl~t ~re partly lndependent

of and partly complemtLdry to I.he bilateral talks.
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This relationship between the (Jonference on Di.armament an~ the bilateral

talks does not onl~ require a certain dovetaiiing so ad to avoid dupli~at1on, it

also req'.Iirell wisdom on the part of all parties concerned. We see for instance no

use in actions undertllken in the Conference on Uisarhlllment that would interfere

with the detailed negotiations b.tween the super-Power.. On the other hand, we

hope that. those countr iElS will cont1nus to realize thAt they are deAliny with

m.,tt",rs of glooal concern. 'l'he Conference, a. well as the General Assembly, should

cant inue to be informed lI.bout thl! recent devl!lo.,rnents in the bilateral

aegotiations. Proper room should be given tor the Conference on Uisarmamer.'; to

undertal'.e ulleful complement"ry work at the ap.,ropr late moment. '1'he ttlSt-Pdll iSlJutl

is a case in point, where the bilateral and multilateral approach should be

complsmelltary.

This brinqs me to the subJect ot outer space. 'I'he realm of outer space holds

out great promise of sc ient if ic co-operaticn and achie'lement" for the benefi t of

m,mkind. Tht! world conununity should take care thit millt4ry comi'tltition and

destabi lizing mil itary activities do not become ""r ime character istics of this va"t

expanse surroundin~ our giobtl. Prevention of an arms rac~ 1n outer space relales

as much to I!:arth as it does to space. 1n fact, the only operatic lal missile

deienclf in existence at this moment is ground oa..eo. '1'110 issue ol detensive

systems cannot be Befln in isolation tram the so-called offensive aystems. We have

been witneat; to DOIll"! dest.abiliziny t irst-stc 1ke tendenc1o!l in tlltl latter cateqory

over past d~cades.

My Government ~tt5ches yreat importance Lo an appruach which, as part o[ th~

')U per cent ClIts, seeka to Cllllnltlr Buch development.s. We also wish to streB~ the

importance u[ continued adllet'tlnCtl tu t.lle 1'J}J, Tt'l:Iaty on the Limltat10n nl

Anti-Uallistic MIRsile tiystems and tin understanding between the two countries

GO'1c'![lled on permit.ted activities under the Treaty.
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Progress in arms control in space is, of cour"e, greatly dependen:.. on p :O<jress

in the bilateral Jiscussions 00 the subJect at spac~, but the Conterence on

Disarmament should also play its ~ole. For two years now, the Conference's~

Committee on the Prevention of an Arm~ Race in Outer tipaca has been deliberatin~.

The debate, apart from interesting and detailed technical information given by one

or two delegations, wall ~O( thft most part in ~eneral terms. The dis~usslon, useful

in itsf>lf, did not reach the stage of orderly and sysUmatic efforts to define the

issues to be a,~dressed in detail. In particular, the~ Committee :Hd ne'.

succeed in identifying the problems to which the Conference on Disarmament should

try to tind solutions. The much-discussed question ot detinitions lS only part of

this basic problem. In short, there is still a lot of work to be done.

Next to defining subjecG-m.:tt.ters as sLich, it would seem possible that the

Conferencll on Disarmament could play a Ilseful complementary role in the b.l.lateral

negJtiatior.g by exp,oring the posslbility of partial or interim solutionll. 'l'he

Conference could, for example, dlscuss the substance of coherent arms-control

measures in the tield of protection ot satellites, as tar as such sa~8lli~es are at

a stabilizing nature.

The essential underlyin~ idea of SUCh eitorts would be the protection ot the

Lany satellites that fulfil a stabilizing role as instruments of verification and

crisis management, early warning and commulllcat·on. The exact nature of the

stabilizing satellites to be protected would have to be determined. We would also

favour exploring the possibility of prohibitinq attaekc on hi~h-orbit uatellites.

1 turn now to chemical weapons. I must first of all say that my delegation

was shocked to hear of the untimely deat~ ot our trlend dnd colleague

Jan Cromartie, who, among other t.hings, all Chairman of the Ad Hoc COmmittee in

(;entlva played such a crucial role at 11 cruL'ial phase ot thtl neyotiati0ns. He was a
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gre~t friend, .nd we ho~e th.t Amb••••dor Sole.by will convey my delegation'.

condolence. to hi. wife J~nny and t~ othec mero~rM of the family.

The u•• of ch,mical we.pon. i•••ad reality. The.e weapon. continue to be

u.ed, .nd their actual .na potenti.l impa~t i. horrendou" My Government cemains

gre&tly conoerned by reports, recently once again confirmed, of the u.e o£ chemical

we.pone in the context of the Iran-Iraq cunflict. Thi. is the more important in

that over the pa.t year .ignificant progre•• ha. been made in th. negotiations on

chemical weapon., notchly in the hitherto lIIuch-di.puted and most lIensi.tlve areel at

Vir if ica tion.

An evolution in the position of some countrie. made it ~osBibl3 to cover a t

of common ground on such i ••ue. a. the declaration of locations of chemical-weapons

.tuck., the monitoring of non-production in the civil chemical induetry and on-site

challenge in.peotion.. After year. of .tagnation the wide ,cceptance of ma~datory

challenge in.pection. i. particularly gratifying.

Looking ahead, it s.em. to me that the.e developments are encouraging signs

for the pur.uit of negotiation.. 1 share the as.es.ment of the Cnairman of the

~ Committee, Ambassador Ekeus, at the end of the summer ses.ion that "the

r~nvention is no longer a distant goal, but a real possibility".

None the les., it i. the last straw that can break the camel's back, and 1 am

convinced that it i. not only straws that we will have to carry on the slipp~ry

road leading to the convention. I mention only the unresolved problema in the area

of control of the civil chemical industry, the regime for the destruction ot

chAmical-we.pon. stock. and various institui ional issues.

A major concern that we shall have to address in the periOd ahead is the

exchange of data before the signing of thfl convention. Timely exchanye ot

information on .ize and compositlon ot existiny chemical-wea~ons stocks and on the
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.ize of the production of chemic.l we.pon., ,. well •• inform.tion cn the actual

,reduction and us. of ch.mic.l-we.ponM k.y preourMor. by the civil indu.trYi ~ould

be very u.eful, if not ••••nti.l. Such inform«t~on will not only ••rv. a. a

confid.nc.-buildiny mea.ure .noouraging Stat•• parties to aocedv to tne conv.ntion,

but al.o help UI in filling out the d.t.il. of the draft convention and making it.

provisions more re.listic.
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Speaking about confld.nc.-buildinq mea.ure., I .hould like to take thi.

opportunity to extend my Government'. very since'8 appreciation and that of my

d.leg.t~~n to th. authoritie. of the SO"iet Union for their hospitality during our

recent .tay in Mo.cow and Shikhany. W. also compliment them on the very effective

organi.ation of the vi.it. We consider thi. viait an important first step, a

confidence-building meaaur., which it ia hoped will lead to a follow-up in the

.en•• I hav~ ju.t indicated. We also look forward to further discussions on the

information aupplied - if poasible in written form - in the Conference on

Di.armament i~ Geneva. WesLer" countrie. have taken aimilar steps in th. past and

will continue to do so. We hope that the results of the coming Soviet visits to

the chemical weapons facilities at Tooele, utAh, and future bilateral visits to

faciliti•• in other countries will al.o be brou~ht back to the Conference

Chemical weapon., a. I have sai,d, are actually used. J add that proliferation

of chemical weapons is actually taking place. In those circumstances, it lS

difficult to remain patient. Negotiations must lead to success. We call upon all

countries to demonstrate courage and inventivendss in overcoming the remainin~

.eriou'J obstacle. on the road to agreement. After the conclusion of the important

INF negotiations, chemical weapons negotiations slloul~ get the priority tll~y

deserve.

INF and chemical weapons are illustrations of an ae yet only faintly

di.cernible trend in disarmament talks towards efforts to bring about the complete

elimination of whole categories of weapons. The Convention on biological wedpOIIH

will, we hope, prove to be a forerunner j~ this respect.

The 19U6 Review Conference of the parties to the biological weapons Convention

and the meeting of scientific and technical experts in early April of this year

whowed that in the field of verification the regime under the tredty can be
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strengthened by introducing meaningful confidence-building mea8ures. Exchange of

information on research, for instance, may help to instil confidonce thclt the

development of new types of ~eapons is unlikely.

'rhe (j0vernment of the NetherlandS attaches great importance to proyress in the

field of conventional-arms control. In Europe, where the memory of the

rlevastations of the Second World War is still vivid, time has not in fact healed

the wounds inflicted by the massive use of conventional weapos. Conventional-arms

control and balanced cuts in conventional armaments go to the heart of tl)e peoples

in Surope. In fact, in Europe, the continent with the largest concentration of

arms and forces in the world, conventional-arms control has, with the prospect of

Bubstantial reductions in nuclear weapons, become more urgent than ever before.

Imbalances that threaten stability and security should be eliminated, While Cllts

are made in the levels of convention",l forces.

Against that background, the countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Alliance

have put forward a proposal for a mandate for negotiations with the aim of

establi~hing d stable conventlonal balan~e at lower levels in the ~rea from the

Atlantic Ocean to the Urals. In those negotiations we seek, inter alia, to

eliminate the capability for launching surprise attacks and lnitiating large-scale

offensive action. In parallel, we want to builu upon and expand on the Stockholm

agreement on confidence- and security-buildiny measures.

Emphasis on conventional weapons should, ot course, in no way be 1 '"ited to

Europe. Eighty per cent of all war Id milltary t'xpencliture goea on convelltional

weapons. Expend i ture rises fastest in the developing wor Id, in cOlmt r ies where

poverty ill grt!atest. 111 tlll~ COUr,;e 01. till! last two decades lIIilltary eXlJenuiture in

the third wor Id h..w qrown annually by 10 pe~· cent <1:.> compared to all annual wor Id

growth of 1 per C'(,nL.
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We appreciate statement. mlde in the COmmittee that tastify to a growing

recognition of the urgency of the problem. Coventional weapons 're noL

conventional, in the sen.e of customary, in their impact. Their capacity to kill,

inflict wounds and d••troy ha. far surpassed the already dramatic and horrendous

proportions of the pa.t, 25 million people are estimated to have been killed by

conventional arms since 1945.

Favourable conditions should be created for regional or subregional agreements

on the reduction of armaments. Confidence-building measures, such as rapid

communication sy.tems, should go hand in hand with agreements to bring down the

levels of armaments. In short, more openness and effectively verifiable

arms-control treaties are needed, also in the third world.

We noted from the report of the Secretary-General (A/42/6ll) that in his

letter to the Secretary-General the Chairman of the Board of the United Nation6

Institute for Disarmament Re.earch (UNIDIR) expressed the wish of some members of

the Board that the former Director of UNIUIR Should as soon as possible be enabled

to be presen~ to assist the Secretary-General in the requisite transfer of powers

to the new Director of the Institute before the next aession o'f the Board. We

.trongly support the view that Mr. Bota should be enabled to report in person to

the Secretary-General.

In his opening speech to the Conference on the Relationship between

Disarmament and Development, the Secretary-General expressed the hope that the

Conference would clarify the issue of the relationship between disarmament and

development. The Conference, in fact, succeed6J in reaching a consensus on a ~inal

DoCument in which the interrelationship of disarmament and development has been

spelt out. It is the concept of security in the broadest ser-se that should guide

the international community in pardllel efforts to promote disarmament and

developmento

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



FMB/12 A/C.l/42/PV.12
49-50

(Mr. Van Schaik, Nwtherlands)

Ae>art from the broad pol'i<,y function fulfilled by the First COmmittee, the

world community fortunately haa ~t its diwpo.al two organs un~quely dealing with

disarmament mattecsl the Olsarmameht Co~ls.ion and the Conference on

Disarmament. The Dis3rmament Comnaission should servlI as a forum in which thll

deliberationl!l woul.d help i:o shape fut:ur ... orientationa, The COnference on

Disarmament, neceBSar ily a more restr icted forum, is - as it is rightly called -

the eingle multi lateral negotiating body.

As is recognized in the ~'inal /I.ct of ths first special session on disarlnament,

the machinery of the Disarmament Commission is an indiapensable tool. It can dud

should foster the disarmament process in a global dialogue by conceptualizing

problems, by mobilizing pUblic opinion, by adopting recommendations and, last, but

mopt essential, by the preparation of global treatie•.

However, whatever its usefulness, w.any people doubt whether the maChinery has

worked sufficiently well 80 far. As in other parts of the United Nations system,

the time has come for atrearnlining, for considering poa.ibilitie6 of increasing the

efficiency of the organs and thei' procedures, for steering a course leading to

le88 repetition and more concentration on the real issue••
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My delegation hopes that the Diearmament Commiseion, which hss on its agenda

the conalderation of that very United Nation... disarmame.t machinery, will succeed

in advising on the appropriate mode for achieving greater efficiency. Allow me in

this context also to underline the policy-oriented contributions that UNIDIR can

make on ways to raise the standard of United Nations disarmament endeavours.

The forthcoming third special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament will provide us with a major opportunity to take stock of disarmament

efforts. That session will also have the very important task of building and

strengthening support by Gcvernments and public opinion for the cause of arms

control and the reduction of armaments. We also hope that that session will give

us guidance on ways to make our deliberations more effective and directed at areas

where there is potential for substantive progress, preferably in tha form of

arms-control agreements or at least substantive recommendations.

Such a task can be accomplished only when it is taCkled in a businesslike and

orderly way, without propaganda and rhetoric. In that spirit, the Netherlands

intends to mkKC a pragmatic and constructlve contribution to the special session.

Politics is the art of the possible in an arena of conflicting interests. The

possible will never coincide with the ideal. But, as has been Skid:

"This Organization (the United Nations) is created to prevent you from going

to hell. It isn't created to take you to heaven."

Mr. ADAM (SUdan) (interpretation from Arabic) I We should li"e to

congratulate you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of this important Committee

dealing ~~th issues of disarmament and security. Your positive contribution in

this connection is well known to ~ll. We also congratul~te the other officers of

the CaMRittee on the trust placed in them. We should also like to congratulate

Mr. AkaAhi on the assumption of his new high post and wish him every &uccess.
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We 8hall always remember 1987 a. the year in whioh everything seemed quite

possible, there appears to be a chance for arms limitation, which was not foreseen

within the framework of prevailing international circumstanoes and of existing

serious confliots that might undern:ine international co-operation on security

issues, the two super-Power. have shown a new interest in nsgotiating to reach an

iml~rtant agreement, leaders in Europe have started an intensive dialog~e with a

view to reaching agreement on prerequi.ites for their countries' ~ecurity, and an

important State - China - ha. begun to demobilize 1 million of its military forces

as a positive initiative.

On the other hand, in this atmosphere of the relaxation of tension, some big

Powers are undertaking certain steps that could undermine exis-ing agreements, some

circles are qlle·,lioning the validity of the idea of disatmaraent itaelf, third world

countrie~ are a~celerating the arms race at an alarming pace, the flame. of

regional conflicts are raging, 'nd the world also finds it.elf in a grey area as

regard~ its security.

We are therefore faoed at this .e.sion with a more complex task, and the First

Committee must deal with this reality with more s .. riouane.s and objectivity. we

should also refrain from past practice. that were BometlmeB characterized by a

drive to achieve certain gains and a desire to prove the validity of narrow

strategic and military doctrines and rules.

The future of international security has acquired a new dimension since the

convening of the Reykjavik summit of last October. We must admit here that we have

embarked upon a new path that may not be very clear, however, on 18 September that

path led the Soviet Union and the United States of America to _qree in principle on

the elimination of their intermediate- and shorter-ranqe nuclear weapons from

Europe. Chances for concluding broader agreements aeem possible. LeaderB of the
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two countries have .xerciled patience and made concessionY that may extend to other

areas, '1uch 11. the conducting of nllclear tests, nuclear prol Uerat~on ana iucidel.ts

Cln the hl-lh sea.. We dhould like here .J cite one positive example, that is, the

agreement reached thi~ year l,t the StocKholm Con~erence on Confidence- and

Security-building ~'asureB and Uisarmament In ~urope, which aims at strengchening

tt'ust between European cOL'ntr ies and minimizing the chllnces of surpr ille attack.

In this short statement my delegation will not be able to deal with all the

important itemll before the Committee, therefore, we hope to be able to comment on

somf> of them at a later stage. ':';le Sudan, a developing, non-al igned country,

striving like the gr~4t majority of countrle~ to halt the ~uclear'arma ta~e ana to

prevent Dnce and for all thtl proliferation ot nLlclear weap'ms, attacheD the utmost

importance to question. of disarmament and securlty. With that in mind, we shall

~oncentrate on the following issues.

The ~essation of all nuclear-test explosions is, in our view, the fir~t step

towards curbing the nuclear-armE race and putting a stop to toe production of new

generations 01: such "'eapons, which may be ',ven more eifective and lethdl. DespIte

the fact that the Genera~, Assembly has bee~, discussing t.hlS item since its ninth

6es3ion, we have not yet elaborated a treaty pruhioitiny all nuclear-te~t

explosions, by ali St~teH, in all envirorments and tor eVdr. Therefore, r.uelear

p.xploB ions 'He tak iog place contrary to the wish of the overwhelllliny ma)"r i ty of

Member Stdtes.
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,e nuclear-weapon Stal..~S have not yet I\cceded to the non-proliferacion

Tr LY. The Conference on Disarmament hae not succwwded in carrying out its

mand; '.e, because of the excuseo giver. by some big nuclear-weapon States. Wri le we

support the view of the Group of 21 and the Conference on Disarmament, we also

agree th&t exist in<j lIIel.ln& of ver ification are sufficient to ensure compliance. 'I'he

a~gument that luch means are not yet available cannot be uoed a8 an excuse to

continue to improve nuclear weapons and produce new generatlons of them. We.jo not

reject the principle of developing means of verification within a reliable regime

of verification and monitoring in the fr4mework of an international agreement based

on complete trust.

Immed iate cessat ion of nu.:: leu-weapon testR end thei r proh i.bi t ion have become

a prioritv need. Therefore, all countries must agree without delay to establish an

international system ':or monitoring compliance with a morutorium, es~~cially aE one

Member Statp. applied such a moratoLium for scme time, on the I::asis of its estimate

of the accelerating arms r~ce.

Secondly, I come to the estauliel. ''''rlt at nuclear-weapon-free zones and

denuclearized zones. Although an effective international convention to ensure the

eecurity of non-nuclear weapon state~ against the threat or the use of such weapons

has not yet ~~en concluJed, the call for the establishm~nt of nuclear-weApon-tree

zones and denuclearized zones i 1aining strength day by day.

We ~re witnessing renewed effort& by the countries of the Middl~ ~ast to

establish nuclear-weapcn-free zones in the region, especially since Israel alone

posaess8s nuclear weapons and insists on continuing davelopment, productAun ~n.j

t",stin'1, without acceding to the non-prollferatlon Treaty and without agreeinq !;,l

far to SUbject all ics rluclear actiVities to the International Atom~c Energy Agency

(IAr:A) 9af"gu. rds uystern, IInd also without approvinlj the estab' iuhment of il
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nucl.ar-w.apon-fr•• Ion. in the Middle Bait. a.cau•• of that po.ition, w. are far

from achi.ving ftnd .tr.n9th.nin9 p.ac. and .ecurity in an .conomically and

Itra~.9icall~, important rA9ion. For .11 tho•• r•••on., w. lupport the

.stabl. lhm.nt of nucl••r-w.apon-fr•• Ion•• allo in L.tin Am.rica, the ::;outh

Par:1f le, ';h. Indian Oc.an and C.ntral Kurop••

What 1 have ju.t .aid alia appli•• to Afric.. Th. 1964 Cairo D.claration on

the d.nucl.ari••tion of Africa h~. be6n .upport.d by the G.n.ral A••amaly at

succ.s.ive ••••ion. sine. 1965. At it. la.t ••••ion the G.n.ral Assembly renewed

it. ~all to all Stat~. to con.id.r and ro.p.et th~ continent of Africa and its

surrounding ar.a. a... nucle.r-w.apon-fr•• Ion., .ine. the implerentatioll of the

Declaration would be an l.lIlpor~ant m.a.ur. to .n.ur. the non-prolU ration of

nuclear w.apon. and promote int.rnational p.ac••nd ••curity.

At that s•••ion it al.o .xpr••••d 9rav~ conc.rn about South Africa's

po•••ssion of a n~cl.ar-w.apon capability and its continuation of the development

of such ~ capability. It cond.mn.d South Africa in thal r ••p.ct and also condemned

all forms of nucl.ar coo-op.ration with that raci.t rigim. bf any St~te,

corporation, in.titution or individual. Howev.r, countri•• with the t.chnical

means refuse to h.lp the int.rnational community to .xpo•• that activity clnd 'jo not

provide any official information on the r•••• 'ch carri.d out by South Africa.

Racist South Africa does not subject ita nucL••r faciliti.s to inspection by the

lAEA. W. fac. a cl.ar thr.at to int.rnation.l peace llnd ••curity, with a serioulI

.scalation of the thr.at and blackmail pract.t ••d by that CclCh.t State against all

the peopl•• of Africa. W. ihuuld tr.at with all ••riou.n••• the conclusions

reached by the r.port of th. United Nations Inst .. tut. for Uisarmaml!'nt Resear<"ll un

South Africa's nucl.ar capability. Th. Security Vuuneil i ••till duty-bound to
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plug the preaent hole" in the arma embargo against South A(~ic~, in order to mdke

the embargo more effo~tive in ail areaa, inclUding co-operation with South Africa

in the nuclear field.

I turn now to biological and chemical we.pons. The international community is

atill cloaely following the negotiationa at the Conference on Uiaarmament on the

conclusion of a multilateral convention on the complete and effective prohibition

o( the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their

destruction. Despite the progresQ achieved last year, the convention has not been

elaborated, although it is imminent.

There are other important issues - including confidence-building measures,

security and conventional disarmament, provention of /lon ;:,,;ma race in outer apace,

the naval arms race, the relationship between disarmament and development - on

which my delegation would like to present its views at a later stage. However, we

should like now to express our view on the role played by the United Natlons and

its subsidiary bodies in the field of disarmament. In his report on the work of

the Organization, issued or 9 September this year, the ~ecratary-~eneral ~¥YSI

"The Charter of the United Nationa defines the principles to be followed

in gaining peace in the fullest meanlng ut what true peace entails. These

principles have lost none of their rele.ance or validity, What has too often

been lacking is the readinesH of Member st,;ttes to put aside nationsl

differences and national ambitions and work together within the United Natior,s

in accordance with th~se principles toward~ common goals," (~l, p.l7)

The Disarmament Commission's report this year h~& emp~a8ized that the main

objective of Lhe UI\i ted Nat ions is to sa1e\juard lnte.:nat iona 1 peace and HeCllf i ty.

It refers explicitly to the fact that tru'!l and lasting pe4~e can be achieved only
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through the eff~ctive implementation of the security system provided for in the

Charter. It al.o empha.ise. the important role played by multilat~ral agreements

in connection with ui.armament mea.ure. to safeguard international peace and

security, and pays due attellHon to the effectiveness of the key rol.. played by the

Security Council in that re1ard.

Although we appreciate all the efforts at the bilateral and regional levels in

the field of conventional and nuclear disarmament, we consider it important that

such efforts complement tho.e made by the lnternltional cownunity and ita

negotiating and deliberative bodie., .0 that the Organization may not be deprived

of its most .acred duty, provided for by the Charter, 8speclally When those

negot.a~ions are related to the wider obJectives and interests of other countries

and of the international community in general.

We do not want our Organization to be turned into a forum for rhetorical

speeches and a ~afety valve for the major i ty ot as Members, wlllcb have no say, in

present circumstances, in many of the important international issues.

The meeting, rose at 12.20 p.m.
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