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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

Special Di alogue on Children

1. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Special Dialogue on Children would provide
the Comm ssion with an opportunity to consider an issue of central concern
how to protect children's rights effectively. The year 1999 nmarked the tenth
anni versary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Child.

Al t hough that instrunment had achi eved near-universal ratification, universa

i mpl enentation was still a renote goal. The Conmi ssion nust therefore seize
that opportunity for dial ogue and exam ne the chall enges posed by the
Conventi on.

2. She hoped that the debate woul d focus especially on those groups of
children who were marginalized and excl uded because they were invisible, or
seen but ignored. The debate should also make it possible to exam ne the work
bei ng undertaken el sewhere with marginalized children, which m ght bear
crucially on the work of the Comm ssion

3. The di al ogue was informal, and nust be interactive. 1t should at the
sanme time be useful to Governnents, enabling themto assess whether the
Convention had been effectively integrated into their national policies; to
the United Nations system which should ask itself whether it had made rights
of the child a true priority; and to non-governnental organizations (NGOs),
whi ch woul d have to consi der whether their work was of primary benefit to
those who were nost vul nerable, namely, children. Lastly, questions would

i nevitably be raised concerning the effectiveness and scope of the

Commi ssion's work; in particular, was it adequately addressing issues of

mar gi nal i zati on?

4, Ms. ROBINSON (United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights) said
that the Special Dial ogue, the second of its kind held by the Conm ssion
foll owing the previous year's discussion of the human rights of wonmen,
denonstrated the Commi ssion's resolve to find new solutions to extremely

i mportant questions.

5. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted 10 years previously,
had proved to be a very effective tool for protecting the rights of children
everywhere. However, in spite of the efforts of a nunber of United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies, the outl ook was bl eak where respect for those
rights was concerned. Children were the first victins of the econom c crises
that afflicted the world, and of the ensuing social dislocation and viol ence.
They made up a significant percentage of the poor in devel oping and devel oped
countries alike, and swelled the ranks of armes in many countries. There was
a striking contrast between the way children actually |ived and the high

i nternational standards that had been adopted for their benefit. It was to be
hoped that the present discussion would enable Governnents, internationa
organs and the United Nations to make nore explicit commtnments in that area
and to agree on nethods of measuring progress.
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6. Events in the world required a new focus on the rights of the child,

and, in particular, the situation of those who had been marginalized by reason
of their gender or because they belonged to a mnority, who were victins of
armed conflicts, exploited, sold into prostitution or excluded from society by
extreme poverty.

7. Each of those cases constituted a violation of fundanental human rights.
It was thus essential to integrate the human rights dinmension into the

deci si on- maki ng processes of all bodies, nechanisns and procedures established
by the United Nations system no one would then be able to plead ignorance.

In other words, it was of the utnost inportance to assess the human rights

i mplications of the marginalization and exclusion of children and to give
fuller consideration to how the Conmm ssion, and also the Conmittee on the

Ri ghts of the Child and other human rights nmechani sns, could effectively act
to counter those phenonena. The dial ogue should al so provide an opportunity
to consider howto transmt a sense of their responsibility for human rights
to the other organs of international society and to those engaged in taking
decisions at national |level that affected the rights of the child.

8. Noting that one of the nerits of the Convention had been its recognition
of children's right to participate in decisions concerning them she invited
the Commi ssion to reflect on the possibility of organizing a neeting, at its
next session, between children fromthe various continents and nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on.

9. M. SOVAVIA (Director-General of the International Labour Ofice - ILO
said that in international foruns he had often stressed that addressing child
| abour was crucial for devel opnent, for social progress and for a nore decent
world. Child | abour affected 250 mllion children worldw de. For millions,
chi | dhood was synonynous with econom ¢ and social marginalization and
exclusion. In many regions of the world children were exploited, recruited
into arnmed conflicts, or trafficked across borders to work as prostitutes.
Such exploitation was not only cruel, but also a waste of human potenti al

10. I LO surveys had shown that in sonme sectors up to 20 per cent of child
wor kers were under the age of 10. The situation of the girl child was a
matter for particular concern, as many of them were enployed in the worst

ki nds of work and subjected to appalling working conditions.

11. Child labour was intrinsically linked to poverty, of which it was both a
consequence and a cause. Poor famlies sent their children to work in order
to increase household inconme, yet in reality child | abour perpetuated poverty.
Nor should it be forgotten that children were also exploited in the devel oped
wor | d.

12. I LO had highlighted the extrenely conplex nature of the phenonmenon of
child labour and had stressed the need to elinmnate it progressively by
attacking its root causes and providing |asting solutions for working children
and their famlies. Very often, structural adjustment had resulted in

cut backs in public social services and a further informalization of the
economy. Children were often the first to suffer in consequence, and every
effort nust be made to ensure that the necessary search for macroeconom c

bal ance was not conducted at the expense of future generations.
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13. Fortunately, world opinion had rallied to the cause, as was indicated by
t he uni versal acceptance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
adoption in June 1998 of the |ILO Declaration on Fundanmental Principles and

Ri ghts at Work, which placed the elimnation of child | abour at the heart of

I LO s devel opnent efforts. The problemcould not, however, be resol ved by

| aws al one. Their enforcenent must be backed up by soci o-econon c policies
and programres that attacked the underlying causes of child | abour, nanely,
the poverty of nations, the poverty of communities and the poverty of

famlies.

14. That was why | LO was pursuing a three-pronged approach in its canpaign
agai nst child | abour, involving the establishnent of a body of internationa
conventions and reconmendations to serve as a guide for |egislative action
techni cal assistance through its International Programme on the Elim nation of
Child Labour (IPEC), and enphasis on devel opment as the long-term stable

sol uti on.

15. Since 1919 I1LO had worked to devel op international standards on child

| abour. The ILO M ni mum Age Convention (No. 138), adopted in 1973, had been
of considerable inmportance. Currently, the international community envi saged
adopti ng new standards on the worst forms of child | abour. Those standards,
which had first been discussed at the International Labour Conference in

June 1998, were to be adopted in Geneva in June 1999. The worst forms of
child |l abour conmprised slavery and slavery-like practices, child prostitution
the use of children for pornographic or other illicit activities, and all work
which was likely to jeopardize their health, safety or norals.

16. The |1 PEC Programme, established in 1992, was the world's premer
techni cal cooperation programme on child | abour. Mre than 60 countries on
four continents were participants, and it included nmore than 1,000 action
progr amres.

17. The third di nension of ILO s approach was devel opment. The

i nternational comunity nmust do nore and better in that area, for whenever

i nternational aid dimnished, whenever the foreign debt problemwas not dealt
wi th, whenever crises and structural adjustments led to adult unenpl oyment and
protectioni sm persisted, children were affected.

18. There was now a chance for a decisive breakthrough in the struggle

agai nst child labour. He proposed the foll ow ng neasures: to establish
programes of action to progressively elimnate child |abour; to adopt and
quickly ratify a new convention to elimnate the worst fornms of child | abour
and al l ocate resources for that purpose; to devote special attention to the
very young, and especially the girl child; to give primacy to preventive
measures; to renove children fromall hazardous work; to establish universa
jurisdiction over crinmes comm tted agai nst children anywhere in the world; and
to expand devel opnent capacities and pronote a sustained attack against world
poverty.

19. M. LEWS (Deputy Executive Director, United Nations Children's Fund -
UNI CEF) said that perversity was a sad phenonenon of contenporary politica
life: it was possible to love children while totally disregarding their
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greatest needs. The proposal by the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, that
children fromall over the world should nmeet with nmenbers of the Comm ssion
was in that respect an attractive one.

20. Mar gi nal i zati on had many facets: 12 million children under the age of 5
di ed annually from preventabl e di seases; 250 mllion were enployed in child

| abour; 130 million, nostly girls, did not go to school and were exploited;
300, 000 were forcibly conscripted into conbat, while mllions nore were
victinms of civil conflict in Canmbodia, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovi na,

Somal i a, Afghani stan, the Sudan, Rwanda and, nost recently, Kosovo. To that
litany of horror nmust now be added the nillions of children who had died or
woul d die of H V/AIDS, or who woul d be orphaned as a result of that disease.

21. The rights of the child nmust becone a centrepiece of every

United Nations Devel opment Assi stance Framework initiative and reform
proposal. The rights of the child nmust be considered by the Security Counci
on a regular basis and nust be part of the training of every peacekeeping
venture. The rights of the child should be on the Iips of everyone fromthe
Secretary-General of the United Nations to his nmpbst junior surrogate. A way
must al so be found of integrating the findings of the Cormittee on the Rights
of the Child nmore fully into the policies of Governnents, the work plans of
the specialized agencies and the agendas of the treaty-nonitoring bodies.

22. The Commi ssion was faced with a flood of reports by special rapporteurs,
speci al representatives, working groups and human rights defenders; but how
many of themreferred specifically to children? That, too, was an indication
of the marginalization of children.

23. In that area as in others, political will played an essential role: it
was a matter of choices. The next 10 years nust be a time for inplenentation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and nust mark the end of socia
and econom c¢ exclusion. Then and then alone would the twenty-first century
bel ong to chil dren.

24. M. TULLOCH (Director, Child and Adol escent Health and Devel opnent,
Wrld Health Organization - WHO said that WHO echoed the call of UN CEF for
States parties to honour the conmtnments they had nmade when ratifying the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

25. More than 10 million children still died each year from di seases and

mal nutrition, although nost of those deaths could be prevented with nodest
resources. Adol escents were not spared: nore than 1 million lost their lives
each year through violence, suicide, accidents, pregnancy-related
conplications and preventable or treatable illnesses. Every year nore than
one and a half mllion young people becane infected with H'V, and sone

30 million started using tobacco, thereby jeopardizing their future health.

26. There was thus an urgent need to put the basic right of young people to
health and health care nore promnently on the agenda. WHO had committed
itself to doing so. In its work and in its cooperation with United Nations

organs it was striving to achieve a better |inkage between the human rights
di mension and child and adol escent health issues. To that end, it was worKking
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with the Committee on the Rights of the Child to devel op a commonly agreed set
of health indicators, in order to enable States to deal nore extensively with
health questions in the reports they submtted to the Cormittee.

27. Anot her crucial field in which WHO could play an inportant role was the
training of health professionals in child rights and the provision of
assistance to States to enable themto bring their legislation into line with
the principles of the Convention.

28. I'n concluding, he stressed that while the know edge and tools to realize
children's health rights were avail able, the |arge nunber of deaths of
children each year was clear evidence of a |ack of political will to guarantee
t hose rights.

29. Ms. ASKERLCF (Secretary-General, Save the Children (Sweden)) said that
macr oeconom ¢ policies - including budgetary, nonetary, trade, enploynent,
exchange-rate, debt and external aid policies - had very inportant direct or
i ndi rect consequences for children, although those consequences differed
according to circunstances. Macroeconom c policy inplications for children
must thus be addressed as early and conprehensively as possible, and the
rights of children nust be integrated into the decision-making process in
nati onal and international forumns.

30. However, despite the fact that children nade up 37 per cent of the

worl d's popul ation, the child rights perspective was generally not visible in
macr oeconom ¢ policy-making. Such policies were never child-neutral; they
even tended to ignore children or to be biased in favour of adults. [In order
to make the |inks between nmacroecononic policies and children's rights
visible, there was an urgent need to undertake further analyses, on which
deci si on- makers shoul d then base thensel ves.

31. She called on all parties present to increase their cooperation in that
area and to make constructive proposals. The nmechani snms of the Conm ssion
could prove very useful in that regard, and the Comm ssion should urge themto
integrate children's rights nore fully into their work. It should also
prepare a report, along the lines of the one it had produced on wonen's
rights, concerning children's rights, econom c resources, the elimnation of
poverty and econoni c devel opnent, for submission at its next session

32. Mor eover, Governments should precisely ascertain the real effects of

t heir budget allocations on children's rights and they should identify how
their devel opment aid cooperation was being used to inplenent the Convention
Governments should al so integrate children's rights into their macroeconomc
policies, a process which would often require increased cooperation between
different departnents. Lastly, they could play a crucial role in ensuring
that the situation of children was taken into account in international bodies
in which they were represented.

33. NGOs were al ready working, individually or in collaboration with one
anot her and with Governnments, United Nations bodies and the internationa
financial institutions, to |ink macroeconom ¢ policies and children's issues.
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That cooperation needed to be intensified. The Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child nust play an essential role as a frame of reference when producing
anal yses, policies and deci sions.

34. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the speakers for their val uable contributions
and invited other participants to take the fl oor

35. M. LABBE (Chile) said that, as M. Sonmavia had recalled in his

statenment, all the ills that children suffered were the result of poverty,

whi ch could only be eradicated through devel opnent. It was the responsibility
of each country to ensure that devel opment. Hence the inportance of

realistic, practical policies to benefit children. It was essential that the

Commi ssi on shoul d pl ace enphasis on the concept of good governance throughout
its proceedings.

36. M. Somavi a had commented that children were affected whenever the free
flow of trade was disrupted. The devel oping countries therefore called upon
the devel oped countries to elimnate tariffs and other barriers to the free
flow of trade, and demanded the full inplenmentation of all the agreenents
concluded in the Uruguay Round of trade negotiations.

37. Wth regard to the draft optional protocol to the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nography, Chile reiterated that the concept of sale of children was not
confined to the sale of children for purposes of sexual exploitation. |In that
respect he appealed to countries, and in particular to States Menbers of the
Eur opean Union, to adopt a broader definition of the concept. Lastly, he

wel comed the initiative taken by ILOto draft a convention to elim nate the
worst forms of child | abour

38. Ms. ROTH (Gernmany) said that she was participating in the debate as a
representative not of the Government of Germany but of that country's recently
established Human Rights Committee. That Committee had set itself the task of
establishing a solid basis for the effective inplenmentation of individua
rights, particularly children's rights. Before one denounced viol ations of
those rights in other countries, one should | ook at violations taking place in
one's own country. In Germany too, although it was one of the world's richest
countries, the rights of the child were being violated: there were
underprivil eged and marginalized children, particularly where education and
health were concerned. The task was to ensure equal opportunities of access
to prosperity: to work for children was to invest in the future.

39. Referring to the situation of refugee children in Kosovo, she stressed
the need to ensure that those children not only survived, but al so regained
their dignity, were able to attend school, and to live in a climte of

tol erance, protected from hatred and violence. In concluding, she expressed
t he hope that the Convention would not remain a dead |etter and that
countries, starting with Germany, would inplenent it without reservations.

40. M. SIMKHADA (Nepal), referring to Mahatma Gandhi's remark that rea
change in society started with children, supported the proposal by the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights that the Comm ssion should invite children to
participate in its next session. Recent decades had been marked by terrible
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events, but also by remarkabl e technical progress and a new awareness of the

i mensity of human potential. The conferences, summit neetings and

decl arations of the 1980s had constituted progressive stages in the process of
combi ning that technical progress and i mense human potential and using them
to bring about a peaceful transformation of the world. It was nowtine to
prepare for the twenty-first century, by adopting a new approach to economnic
and soci al probl ens.

41. Al t hough a marked fall in infant nortality had been one of the nost
encouraging statistics relating to children in recent decades, that trend was
i n danger of being conpletely reversed, inter alia, by the spread of the AIDS
pandem c. Not enough attention was given to that serious problem [In that
connection he noted that, as the representative of UN CEF had pointed out, the
resources allocated to conbating di seases such as malaria, and to health care
general Iy, remained negligible.

42. Lastly, while remarkabl e work was undoubtedly being done by NGOs to
support children, he did not see why it should not be integrated nore fully
i nto government objectives.

43. M. KUNADI (India) welcomed the holistic approach that the Executive
Director of UNI CEF had adopted to the work of that organization. While there
was a conpelling need to focus on protecting children fromparticularly
abhorrent violations of their rights, it was inmportant not to neglect the far
greater nunmbers of children who were deprived of the right to devel op
physically, nmentally and socially on account of poverty, disease, illiteracy,
mal nutrition and ot her synptons of underdevel opnent. Devel opment thus played
an essential role in the pronotion and protection of children's rights.

44, Wth regard to children affected by arned conflicts, it was inportant to
offer them not only after but also during conflicts, possibilities for
education and training, if possible in situ, but, failing that, in safer

nei ghbour hoods.

45, Child |l abour must be eradicated, but the goals pursued in that area

must be realistic. |In developing countries, the causes of that phenomenon -
chiefly poverty and parental unenploynent and illiteracy - could not be

el imnated overnight, even with the best will in the world. Precipitate
action in that area soneti nes had worse consequences for children than failure
to act. The only way forward was the progressive elimnation of child | abour
starting with its worst fornms, while pronoting devel opnent, poverty

eradi cati on and the inplenentation of social programres.

46. M. HAMVARBERG ( Speci al Representative of the Secretary-General on
Canbodia), referring to the draft convention to elimnate the worst fornms of
child labour, which ILO was proposing to submt to States for approval,
recommended that the instrument be drafted in such a way that all States could
adopt it without difficulty. Furthernore, he nade an appeal to the

United States of Anerica to give consideration to ratifying the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

47. The Committee on the Rights of the Child had taken an interesting
initiative, which consisted of drawi ng up a checklist of neasures Governnents
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were supposed to take. They were as follows: bringing donmestic |egislation
into line with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;
setting in place adm nistrative structures enabling the Convention to be
effectively inmplemented; establishing an independent body to monitor its

i mpl enmentation; drawing up statistics on the situation of children; exam ning
the inmpact of their decisions in budgetary terms on the situation of children
and finally making sure that a di al ogue was established between donor and
reci pient countries on the question of how aid could be channelled so as to be
of prime benefit to children. He reconmrended that the agencies of the

United Nations, and particularly UNICEF, |1LO and WHO, take the checklist into
account and integrate it into their own fields of activity.

48. Lastly, he said he attached very great inportance to the participation
of children, so that he considered Ms. Robinson's suggestion particularly
useful .

49. M. BARRUEL DE LACGENEST (Franciscans International) drew attention to
the exploitation of children in Brazilian society. Child prostitution was a
phenonmenon that was ranmpant in all regions of the country. 1In the north of
Brazil, young and adol escent girls had gold and di anond diggers for clients.
Laws had been passed to put an end to paedophile tourismin hotels in the
maj or ports of the region, but it was a practice that persisted in a nore or
| ess discreet formthroughout the country. 1In the centre and south of Brazil
it was the street children who were the victinms of sexual exploitation or
were used by drug traffickers. Child disappearances were al so a frequent
phenonmenon in Brazil. 1In Sdo Paulo in the past three years only 98 of the
377 children reported m ssing by their parents had been found. Unfortunately
the Federal Governnent had not yet nade the struggle against child
exploitation one of its priority objectives. The funds allocated to the
struggl e agai nst the comrercial exploitation of children and adol escents
needed to be increased, and distributed under supervision to institutions
attenpting to deal with the situation

50. Ms. PLUMMER (Conmittee of NGOs Agai nst Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation)
poi nted out that raci smand xenophobia often went hand in hand with poverty,
and placed children in a particularly vul nerable situation. She appealed to
all States to become aware of the fact. In that regard the forthcom ng Wrld
Conf erence on Racism which was to take place in 2001, should devote
particular attention to the manner in which racism racial discrimnation and
xenophobi a affected children

51. Ms. MCVEY (Canada) considered that it was right to highlight poverty
when referring to the situation of the mllions of marginalized children in
the world. It was very inportant to give consideration to programres
especially ainmed at taking charge of children who were unreachable by norma
assistance. Turning to the spokesman for I1LO she said she would |like to know
what progress had been nade with the organi zation's research on the inpact of
vol untary codes of conduct for business practices ained at elimnating child

| abour .

52. She woul d al so Iike to know whether children were vaccinated during
armed conflicts. She could well imagine that in the absence of a ceasefire
such a task would be difficult if not inpossible.
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53. Ms. DUPUY (Uruguay) said that nost speakers had enphasized the role of
soci o-econom ¢ factors in the marginalization and exclusion to which so many
children in the world were condemmed. The informal dial ogue which had been
enbar ked upon had in fact once again underlined the interdependence of al
human rights.

54, Uruguay attached particular inmportance to the right to education, and
she enphasi zed in that regard how nmuch education could contribute to inproving
the lot of girls, especially in preparing themfor a better life. She gave a
bri ef account of the progress made by her country in that area.

55. As for child | abour, even if States made a nmoral commitnent to
elimnating the scourge, it was still only a gradual process. Intervention in
the form of sanctions would not be the appropriate response.

56. Finally, as regards foreign debt, which had al so been pinpointed as one
of the direct causes of poverty, she proposed that the interest on that debt
serve to finance activities ained at inproving the ot of children

57. Ms. ROBINSON (United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts)
considered that the check |ist of recommendations referred to by
M . Hammar berg was useful .

58. M. LEWS (United Nations Children's Fund), replying to an observation
made by the representative of Canada, said that UNICEF had included in its
programe the vaccination of children during arnmed conflict. |In fact at that
very nmonment in Kukes, Al bania, UNI CEF was undertaking a vaccination canpaign.
It hoped that the Congo would authorize it to do |ikew se.

59. He al so underlined the real humanitarian catastrophe represented by the
Hl V/ AI DS pandemic in Africa. The progress made in that region of the world in
terms of child health had been conpletely w ped out by the pandem c, which had
led to a considerable increase in infant nortality rates. By the year 2010
the di sease woul d have made orphans of 40 mllion children. The contrast
between the i nmense resources the devel oped countries were devoting to the
struggl e agai nst the disease and the scanty neans at the disposal of the

devel opi ng countries was intolerable.

60. He agreed with the analysis made by previous speakers regarding the role
of macroecononi ¢ factors and foreign debt in the inmpoverishment of countries.
They were aggravating factors, but so were the falling price of primary
products for export and gl obalization

61. M. ASSEFA BEQUELE (I nternational Labour Organization), replying to a
guestion by the representative of Canada, said that programes intended to
elimnate child | abour had to be based on the followi ng principles: they nust
be drawn up according to the specific situation of the country concerned and

i mpl enented in partnership with a nunber of actors; and they nust be
undertaken on a sustainable basis and, as the observer fromthe Save the
Chi l dren organi zati on had enphasi zed, take account of nacroeconom c factors
and the need to reduce poverty. Partnership played a crucial role in such
programmes. |f success had been achieved in Bangl adesh in elimnating child

| abour in the textile industry, it was chiefly because it had been done in
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cooperation with many partners. The efforts nade in Pakistan, particularly to
end the involvement of children in the manufacture of footballs, followed the
same principle.

62. M. TULLOCH (Wrld Health Organization), referring to what had been said
about the AIDS pandem c, observed that an enormous effort nmust be made in the
area of information. It was essential to provide children and adol escents
with nore information about the nmeasures they should take to protect their

heal th. Progranmes nust be devised that would neet that objective.

63. Ms. ASKERLOF (Save the Children) acknow edged that, as sone speakers had
al ready noted, action by NGOs was sonetinmes l[imted, but their small size was
also their strength, for NGOs were free. They worked directly with children
In other words, they had very concrete experience of the problem They were
aware of the Iinks that existed between macroecononic factors and the
situation of children, and wanted to nake the other actors aware of it too.

In particular, they wanted to hel p Governnents devise their policies,
especially with regard to structural adjustnent, taking account of the need
above all to secure the well-being of children

64. M. KANAVIN (Norway), referring to the suggestion by the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights that children and adol escents be invited to
participate in the Comm ssion's debates, said that his country was ready to
follow up that idea. Considerable preparatory work woul d be necessary, and
the question should al so be asked as to whether adults were really ready to
listen to children. As a young man, he had chaired a council of children's
representatives and renmenbered fromhis own experience that adults all too
often had a tendency to put their own interests before those of young people.

65. Ms. JAHAN (Bangl adesh) said that poverty was still the principal cause
of the exclusion and marginalization suffered by children in Bangl adesh and

ot her countries in the world. Hunger, |ack of shelter, disease and despair
were all evils rooted in poverty. Poverty also existed in rich societies.

The situation was all the nmore depressing because the problem of poverty could
be solved at a very npodest cost, as both UNI CEF and WHO had repeatedly stated.
What was | acking was the determ nation to do so.

66. She al so drew attention to other factors which contributed to nmaking the
ot of children worse. She nentioned in particular the decline in socia
values in many countries, including the devel oped world, violence in the nedia
and the use of the Internet for pornographic purposes, as well as racism and
racial discrimnation. Lastly, there was the exploitation of child |abour

In that regard, she said that Bangl adesh had abolished child | abour, but that
her country still had a great deal to do before the situation was conpletely
satisfactory in that area

67. M. BHATTI (Pakistan) said that he was shocked by the statistics which

had been provided on the situation of children in the world. 1In view of the
increase in the nortality rates of children under the age of five, there were
very few countries in sone regions of the world, |ike sub-Sarahan Africa or

south Asia, that woul d achieve the objectives set at the beginning of the
1990s. Al though children were mankind's future, 130 mllion of themdid not
attend school. The reason for that state of affairs was poverty, which in
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turn was linked to the servicing of foreign debt. Some countries were
spending up to 70 per cent of their budgets to service foreign debt, as a
result of which they no | onger had any resources left to allocate to socia
servi ces, whether education or health.

68. M. TABACARU (Romani a), basing his remarks on the experience of his own
country, said that consideration of questions relating to children mnust

i nclude the participation of |ocal organizations. |In particular, assistance
must be given to civil organi zations operating on the ground. Also, it would
be worth preparing a set of indicators to nonitor the situation of children

69. M. HAMZA (International Human Ri ghts Law Group) drew attention to the
question of the definition of a child, in other words, of the age at which an
i ndi vi dual was no | onger considered to be a child. Countries such as

Bangl adesh, India, Pakistan, Uganda and the United States of Anmerica all had
different legislation in that respect. That gave rise to various forms of
discrimnation, particularly in areas such as enploynent, the application of
the death penalty and recruitnment for armed conflict. He asked the Comm ssion
to look into the matter.

70. Ms. SCHELL (International Save the Children Alliance) said that one way
of marginalizing children was not to take theminto account in macroecononic
policies. She cited an |ILO document in which the organization stressed that
the adoption of rational macroeconon c policies was of crucial inportance in
i mproving the welfare of children. She would |like to know how I LO took
account of such macroeconomn c policies.

71. M. STROHAL (Austria), noting the gap that existed between standards and
practice, underlined the need to strengthen the Iinks between the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child and the various bodies of the United Nations system
In 1998, Austria had supported an initiative concerning a particul ar aspect of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, namely juvenile justice. A

coordi nation nmeeting had taken place in Vienna in which bodies of the

United Nations system and other actors had partici pated. He wondered whet her
that initiative mght serve as a nodel for followi ng up inplenmentation of the
ot her provisions of the Convention.

72. M. HUSSAIN (lraq) made the point that the Comm ssion was studying the
question of the lot of children in the world at a time when in Irag nore than
a mllion children were dying every year and nore than 3 mllion were
suffering hardship because of the enbargo inposed on that country. Every
seven mnutes an lraqgi child died because of the enbargo, while others fel
victimto cancers caused by the depl eted uraniumwhich the United States of
America and the United Kingdom had used during the Gulf war. That situation
had to be changed. He appealed to the Ofice of the United Nations High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to assunme its humanitarian responsibilities.
The fate of Iraqgi children was deserving of its attention, as well as of the
attention of the Comm ssion on Human Rights. A decision on the part of the
Commi ssi on had been anxiously awaited since 1990.

73. Ms. RUBIN (United States of Anerica) shared the views expressed by the
United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and said she was convi nced
that the twenty-first century would belong to children. She recalled the
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conmi tments undertaken by the United States Governnent, particularly in the
field of education with the granting of study bursaries, in the field of

heal th through research programres on various di seases, and in social termns
through famly reunification programres for refugee and di splaced children

As for AIDS, the United States was doing a great deal of work on prevention by
using the “Voice of America” to broadcast information and educational materia
concerning the di sease

74. Ms. DANAILOV (Qbserver for Switzerland) stressed the need to involve

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, international financia
institutions, multinational conpanies and, of course, the children thensel ves
together in the process of inplenmenting the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, in conformty with article 12 of the Convention

75. The devel opnment of standards was al so of great inportance, particularly
with regard to the participation of children in arned conflict, the economc
and sexual exploitation of children and child | abour. Research carried out on
t he causes of the marginalization of children nust include precise statistics
based on their social, ethnic and religious origins. Finally, it was worth
restating that there were indissociable |Iinks between the rights of wonen and
the rights of children.

76. M. CRABER (Defence for Children International) said that the

consi derabl e progress nmade in the past 20 years in the area of protecting
children and the recognition of the greater role they nmust play in society
were illustrations of the international community's capacity to turn
principles into reality. Hailing the suggestion made by the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to the effect that children m ght
participate in the next session of the Commi ssion, he proposed that all the
actors concerned - Governments, civil society and the private sector - should
step up their activities to give effect to the nmeasures on behalf of children
envi saged by the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations.

77. Ms. BLOEM (Worl d Federation of Methodi st and Uniting Church Women),
speaki ng on behal f of the NGOs participating in the Wrking Goup on Grls,
said that in many countries girls were relegated to secondary status, and that
laid themopen to all sorts of violence. The cause of the violence, which was
i ncreasing considerably in scale, was often cultural in origin. In that
respect, the initiative taken by the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen to
invite girls between the ages of 13 and 18 to describe their experiences
seemed to her to be an inportant contribution to consideration of the

guesti on.

78. M. YAMAZAKI (Japan) said that while, as the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts had enphasized, it was inportant to evaluate the
progress already nade in the area of the rights of the child, it was just as

i mportant to define clear objectives. At the Second Tokyo Internationa
Conference on African Devel opnent, a precise objective had been set to bring
infant nortality in Africa down to one third of the level it had been at in
1990. He proposed that an International Children's Day be declared, on the
lines of International Wnen' s Day.




E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 32
page 14

79. Ms. VON HEI DENSTAM (Cbserver for Sweden) said that since financia
constraints were inposing a choice of budgetary priorities in all countries,
the extent to which the rights of the child were achi eved depended on
political will. Many studies of the marginalization and exclusion of children
had shown that the problem had to be viewed sinmultaneously froma |ong-term
soci o-econom ¢ point of viewand in the light of specific short-termissues.
The Swedi sh Parlianment had just approved a political strategy for inplenenting
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child, which included |egislative,

budget ary and educati onal conponents. At the international |evel, the
objective all Governnents nust pursue was the preparation of the Wrld Summ t
on Children in 2001

80. Ms. GEELS (Observer for New Zeal and) said that her del egation noted the
proposal made by the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
regarding the participation of children in the next session of the Comm ssion
She supported M. Hammarberg's suggestion with regard to nainstream ng

i mpl enentati on of the Convention of the Rights of the Child in all nechanisns
of the Comm ssion and bodies of the United Nations system Al the parties
involved in the process of drawing up the draft 1LO convention on elimnating
the worst forms of child | abour must, as had al ready been suggested, cooperate
effectively. Lastly, Governnents nust show the necessary political will so
that the fundanental principles contained in the Convention, nanely the best
interests of the child and children's right to express their views freely on
all matters affecting them could be effectively applied.

81. Ms. NAIKER (South Africa) drew the Commission's attention to the tragic
fate of children with HHV/ AIDS, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, and

wel conmed the decision of the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child to include
the question on its list of itenms to be considered as priorities. The

speci alized institutions, Governnents and NGOs nust strengthen their

col l aboration in order to conbat the scourge, particularly by neans of
education canpaigns in rural areas.

82. Ms. GLOVER (United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said
that the attention given to the econom c, social and cultural rights of

chil dren nmust not cause one to forget the inportance of their civil and
political rights. Throughout the world children were victinms of odious
violations in armed conflicts (rape, torture and extrajudicial executions).

It was absolutely essential that such situations be followed up since they did
not necessarily fall within the purview of existing mechanisns. 1In order that
the situation of children in the world should inprove, all the nechanisns
established by the Comm ssion, particularly those dealing with civil and
political rights, must concern thensel ves above all with protecting the rights
of children.

83. M . NASCI MENTO PEDRO (Cbserver for Brazil) said that his country
actively participated at the international level in activities to promte and
protect the rights of the child. Hs delegation fully subscribed to the views
expressed by the representative of UNICEF and to the suggestions nmade by the
observer for the Save the Children organization. On the other hand, the
Brazilian del egation deplored the fact that the observer for Franciscans

I nternational had gi ven such an unbal anced vi ew of the situation of children
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in Brazil. Local NGOs should be heard in that kind of debate, so as to obtain
an accurate picture of the situation as it really was in the countries
concerned and to deal with the problens in a constructive manner

84. Ms. MOURAVI EFF- APOSTOL (I nternational Federation of Social Wrkers)
underlined the fact that handi capped children undoubtedly suffered nost from
mar gi nal i zati on and soci al exclusion. She w shed to know whether the
Director-General of ILO would be prepared to consider, along with the nenbers
of his organization, the possibility of including |lack of access to education
- both formal and informal - as one of the worst forms of child | abour. She
then exhorted all nenbers and observers of the Comm ssion to assist famlies,
and particularly the nmost disadvantaged famlies, in their countries, by
encouragi ng the adopti on of appropriate budgetary and macroeconom c neasures.

85. Ms. SANTOS PAIS (United Nations Children's Fund) said she hoped that

t he special dial ogue which was drawing to a cl ose woul d gui de the Comm ssion
inits future work. The question of the rights of children and their

i npl enmentation and foll owup must al so occupy a central place in each
country's programres of action. For its part, the international comunity
must ask itself questions as to its genuine desire not only to have children
participating in certain international fora but also to take their suggestions
into account in practice. Finally, consideration should be given to the

speci fic opportunities for continuing the dialogue in the |onger term beyond
the world sunmit on children in the year 2001

86. M. ASSEFA BEQUELE (International Labour Organization) said that |1LO had
studi ed the inpact of macroeconom c policies on child | abour and had enbarked
on a dialogue with the international financial institutions, reconmending that
they include the abolition of child |labour in the econom c prescriptions they
were drawing up for countries. The Wirld Bank had al ready taken that
recommendation into account in its programmes. As for the draft convention on
elimnating the worst forns of child |abour, ILOs ultinmte objective was
certainly to elimnate child labour in all its forms. However, the first step
was to tackle abolition of the npbst unacceptable forns. The question of the
right to education had i ndeed been taken into account when the draft
convention had been di scussed. Some participants had stated that there was a
ri sk that including such a right would |l essen the inpact of the draft
convention, so it had been decided to continue discussions of the subject at

t he next International Labour Conference.

87. M. TULLOCH (Wrld Health Organization) said that WHO was endeavouri ng
with its menber States to draw up specific directives to inmprove the health

situation of children. It was trying, in particular, to help countries
devel op the necessary capacities. The fight against certain diseases and the
use of tobacco, which had been mentioned by one speaker, was occupying all its

attention. Finally, with regard to the idea of admtting children to
participate in international fora, WHO knew from experience that |engthy
preparatory work woul d be necessary before it was fully accepted by States.

88. Ms. ASKERLOF (Save the Children) said that in sone countries acceptance
of NGOs still posed problenms, for reasons that were essentially political
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She thanked the Chairperson of the Conm ssion for having organized the
di al ogue. Cooperation between NGOs, Governnents and internationa
organi zations was vitally inportant.

89. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked all who had taken part in the debate and singled
out one of the key ideas put forward, nanely the need to approach the rights
of the child fromthe nmacroecononm ¢ point of view, to evaluate the inpact on
children of policies inplemented at international and national |evels, to

i ntensify cooperation between the nechani sns involved and to include the
rights of the child in all activities of the Conmi ssion and its mechani sms.

The neeting rose at 1.20 p.m




