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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m any action which sought tgnore those rights or to interpret
them selectively.

Agenda item 108: Elimination of racism and racial 3. Ms. Syahruddin (Indonesia) said that racism and racial
discrimination (continued (A/53/18, A/53/255, dls_crlmlnatlop stood in stark opposition to the prlr_1C|pIes on
A/53/256, A/53/269, A/53/305 and A/53/489) whlc_h the United Natlons had beer_l founded; such intolerance
] . ~_denied the premise of the equality of peoples and posed a
Agenda item 109: Right of peoples to self-determination hreat to peace and security within and between nations. It
(continueq (A/53/131-S/1998/435, AI5305-S/1998/711, \yas therefore discouraging that despite the international
A/53/280 and A/53/338) community's efforts to combat that problem racism and racial
1. Mr. Al-Humaimidi (lraq) said that the principle of discrimination continued to exist throughout the world. In
equal rights and self-determination of peoples was enshrind@w of the persistence and worsening of that situation and
in Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations, therebpf the use of new communication technologies for racist
demonstrating the close relationship between peace diposes, she welcomed initiatives such as the organization
security and the right to self-determination; in other word®f a seminar on the role of the Internet in that regard, held at
without that right there could be neither peace nor securifgeneva in November 1997. She also noted the establishment
Moreover, the right to self-determination was related to tH&/ the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights of
right of peoples to development. Those two rights were @facism project team as part of its initial efforts to coordinate
essential basis for peace and security throughout the wordd activitiesunder the Third Decade to Combat Racism and
Irag, which had achieved independence after a long struggfacial Discrimination.
understood the importance of self-determination and its cloge  As part of its continued efforts to achieve the goals of

connection, with freedom, dignity and the right of peoples i@e Third Decade, her country haddertaken the process of
choose freely their system gbvernment. He was also proudyecoming a State party to the International Convention on the
that Iraq had been one of the countries which had participatefimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which was

in the work of the Special Committee on decolonization frorgp, integral part of its National Plan of Action on Human
its inception. Rights 1998-2003. In adgtibn, the President of Indonesia had
2. There had been an increasing failure to respect tiggued Presidential Instruction No. 26, the purpose of which
principle of self-determination of peoples. Direct and indirea¥as to eliminate all terminology identifying the origin of any
military intervention, the threat of force, fitical and Indonesian citizen from afjovernment plans and activities,
economic pressure and interference in internal affairs hadogeview all applicable policies, programmes and activities
direct impact on the right of some peoples, including Iraq, ®@nd to instruct government ministries to provide guidance to
self-determination. The direct military intervention in théhe public and private sectors and to society at large in that
north of Iraq constituted a threat to territorial integrityregard.

sovereignty and regional security. A direct consequence®f  \yith regard to the alleged events of May 1998, her
that interference had been the loss of government authorg@yyernment strongly condemned any illegal acts and had
over that region, which had become the scene of bloogytaplished an independent task force to gather evidence and
battles and repeated foreign military intervention. Inconsistefdertake an open, transparent investigation of the events, in
arguments had been used in an attempt to justify the civiligghich it was ready to cooperate with the intelligence agencies
deaths and injuries caused by the 1992, 1993 and 199&ther countries. That task force, led by the Vice-Chairman
bombings. The United States continued its efforts to interfeg the National Commission on Human Rights, included
in the internal affairs of Iraq. It had provided millions of,epresentatives of law enforcement authorities and prominent
dollars of support to the Iragi opposition, and its insistenGgempers of non-governmental organizations. Furthermore,
on maintaining the total embargo against the people of Ira,-(|;\,\3u|y 1998, a team composed entirely of women had been
although that country had met its international obligationgstablished to protect women against violence. As a multi-
was a clear violation of the right of the Iragi people to dispos&hnic society, Indonesia could not tolerate any form of racism
of their natural resources, a right which was enshrined §} racial discrimination, and as a moral and just society it
article 1, paragraph 2, of the two international covenants Qguld not do so. In that context, her Government looked
human rights. The right to self-determination was an essentjghyard to working with the Special Rapporteur on
prerequisite for guaranteeing respect for human rights. E@ntemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination,
that end, the international community must oppose vigorousl¥nophobia and related intolerance in addressing its national
situation and welcomed his plans to visit the country in the
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near future. She urged all States to cooperate with the Special Organization Charter that called for Israel's destruction. No
Rapporteur and to ensure that that support was reflected in  other action could more concretely confirm for the
the areas of legislation, administration and education. Palestinians that the time for armed struggle had passed and

6 The holding of a World Conference against Racier‘at the era of coexistence and cooperation had begun. On the

Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerand#SiS Of their experience with those interim issues, the

provided an opportunity for consideration of the progreé%m't'cal context for all discussion of the final peace

achieved by the international community in that area and %?ttlenje_nt lay in direct negotiations between Israel and the

the obstacles still to be faced. It would also provide Balestinians.

reminder of the rise in all forms of intolerance throughoutthe 8.  With regard to the strategic context, he noted that since
world. However, that Conference should not be merely an 1948 the Palestinians had received the collective backing of
occasion for establishing what needed talbee, but also for the Arab States, while Israel had stood alone, and that while

the mobilization of international support to guarantee that the Israel had achieved peace with Egypt and Jordan, the situation
United Nations had the financial and other resources which along its eastern front remained unstable. Iraq had used
it needed in order to carry out its activities. She noted the Jordan and Syria as platforms to deploy a third of its ground
constant problem that the expressed intention to combat forces against Israel in 1948, 1D&73arkhy permanent

racism and racial discrimination was not accompanied by the agreement between Israel and the Palestinians had to take
means to accomplish that task. Her delegation looked forward owat@f Israel’s legitimate need to defend itself against

to studying the Office of the High Commissioner’'s possible mobilizations along its eastern front. Nevertheless,
recommendations on the Conference and welcomed the fact Israel remained convinced that it could find a formula that
that the Commission on Human Rights had decided to would satisfy the aspirations of the Palestinians while also
establish an open-ended working group which would meet providing Israel with defensible borders.

during the fifty-fifth session of the Commission in order t
review and formulate proposals which the Commission cou
then send to the preparatory committee for the Conference[

fts f|rst'se53|on. A datg and place fqr the Confe!’ence s‘hOLI'_ eration Organization to advance resolutions in United
be decided upon as quickly as possible so that it could focH tions bodies on issues that were to be negotiated

on the adoption of measures to eliminate such forms 8 clusively between Israel and the Palestinians. Draft

intolerance. resolutions relating to the Palestinians’ right of self-

7. Mr.Gold (Israel) said his country would be the lastto  determinatiotiermined the peace process and contradicted
object to the right of self-determination, but that right needed the principle of direct negotiations established at the 1991
to be seen in a political and strategic context. Israel and the  Mad&add*Conference. Such draft resolutiogrsared the
Palestinians needed a political context of cooperativecensity of cooperating and of discarding the sterile political
peacemaking based on direct negotiations. That had been the language of the past, as well as of building eesed

key to all diplomatic successes in the Middle East, including aregional strategic context. For that reason, Israel would vote
the Wye River Memorandum, which had been structured in  against any such initiatives and called on all Member States
three specific ways to give new life to the peace process and to do the same.

the ultimate reconciliation between Palestinians and Israeljﬁ) Mr. Chirinciuc (Moldova) said that the elimination of

First, that agreement had been built on the principle of .« 214 racial discrimination was closely linked to the

remprqcny and.t.he gradua] promptpn of trust by requiring hievement of the basic goals of the United Nations, and that
each side to fulfil its respective obligations to the other befoliﬁe ratification by Member States of the International

moving to the next stage. Secqn.d, the a}greemeqt had b%%hvention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
based on strong security provisions, without which PEAERscrimination and other international human rights

could not endure. It entailed a continuous and constafti iments was of paramount importance. Moldova
struggle "’?gai”St terrorism through effective Israel?-PaIesti_nigupported the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to
cooperation, th? continuous _ex_cha_nge of mformat'oﬁombat Racism and Racial Discrimination as well as the
concepts and actions, ant_j the e_I|m|_na_t|on of an enVironmept e of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of
that supported terrorism, 'nC“_Jd'ng |_nC|tement to violence %cism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance.
gover_nment-controlled m_e_dla. Th_|rd, the agr_eement h oreover, it shared the views expressed by the representative
established that the Palestinian National Council would ONGR A stria on behalf of the European Union and associated
and for all nullify the clauses of the Palestinian Liberatiog,[ates and would support the proposal of the Council Of

However, the commitment of both sides to keeping the
ocess strictly in the context of direct negotiations was
eatened by attempts on the part of the Palestinian
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Europe to organize a European conference on racism, as well  scholars who had studied the problem in depth could play an
as that of the High Commissioner for Human Rights with important role in the success of that conference. Women'’s
regard to the next world conference on racism and racial groups could also make a valuable contribution since women
discrimination. were often discriminated against on the grounds of both race
11. There was a link between the right of self-determinatigt’d 9ender. There were many forms of discrimination which

ibited characteristics typical of racist discourse but they

and respect for the freedoms of opinion and expression, i
fight of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, and tH€"€ different phenomena and should not be confused.

right of citizens to participate in government. The RepublicherW'se there was a danger that attention would be diverted

of Moldova had progressed towards the democratizationfB‘?m the real problem, which continued to be discrimination,

socio-political life, and its new legislative and institutiona?Xplo'tat'on’ exclusion or domination — political, economic

framework protected the human rights of all its citizensand cultural — based on racial attributes, which affected all

including those of ethnic, linguistic and religious minorities2 €3S of the world equally. Other important issues for the

However, the right of peoples to self-determination was al&i(?r;)felren_ce qu_ld F’e '_[he re(;atllg)nimp b_etween rac;,
closely related to other basic principles of international lagi0Palization and immigration, and whether racist propaganda

particularly those of territorial integrity and nationals‘hOUId be considered an opinion or an offence. The latter

sovereignty. In the Vienna Declaration and Programme pierited particular attention, for the expression of racist views
Action. the World Conference on Human Rights stressed thqj{en led to outbursts of racial violence, as illustrated by the
the right of peoples to self-determination did not authorifé)Ie played by hate radio in the genocide in Rwanda. Steps

them to impair the territorial integrity or sovereignty of Stategmst be taken to prevent racist ideologies from reaching a

that respected the principle of equal rights and possesse?f'gx",:al m?jss where thely 'Fransfchend thg ﬁxpreﬁsmn Of_ an
Government representing the entire population. Thus tRginion and become a violation of human rights. The growing

claim based on that right by certain political glroupglcceptance of certain overly racist political formations was

attempting in the eastern part of the country to deiiband disturb'ing and the conference should propose political
dismember the sovereign State of the Republic of MoldoR{rategies to counteract such developments.

was inadmissible. The political will to resolve the conflictby 13. Her delegation was concerned at the insufficient level
peaceful means in cooperation with the Organization for of contributions to the Trust Fund for the Programme of the
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) had run into Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
opposition from the anti-constitutional authorities of the Discrimination, and proposed that resources for the
separatist region, whose intransigent and highly politicized Programme be allocated from the regular budget. It appealed
position was making it impossible to find a legal definition to Member States which had not yet done so to consider
of the status of that region that would be acceptable to both making a generous contribution. Her delegation also
sides. In the view of the Government of the Republic of supported the request from the Committee on the Elimination
Moldova, the separatism arising in some new States was of Racial Discrimination that some of its annual meetings be
completely unrelated to the right of peoples to self- held at Headquarters in order to facilitate participation by
determination, and to interpret that right as the right of an  States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All
ethnic group to set up its own Government posed a threatto Forms of Racial Discrimination which did not have
regional and international security. A more precise definition representation in Geneva. It was concerned that, as a result
of the right of self-determination was needed in order to avoid  of the elections held that year, the Committee no longer
arbitrary interpretations. included any members from States in sub-Saharan Africa; that

12. Ms. Devi (India) noted that, with the dismantling ofvas contrary to the spirit of article 8, paragraph 1 of the

apartheid in South Africa, new, more subtle forms of racisf@nvention.

had emerged, as manifested by pseudo-scientific theories 14. As a country which had achieved its independence
about racial inequality; restrictive or discriminatory through a non-violent struggle in the exercise of its right to
immigration practices; political parties openly espousing self-determination, India had always supported the exercise
racist ideologies; and atrocities committed by the police and  of that right by peoples under colonial or alien domination,
even by United Nations peacekeeping forces. The General as provided for in the Declaration on the Granting of
Assembly had therefore decided to convene a world Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and it
conference on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and continued to support the just struggle of the Palestinian
related intolerance not later than the year 2001. Non- people for its right to self-determination. In the post-colonial
governmental organizations active iauntering racism and  era, that right was the right of people to freely determine their



A/C.3/53/SR.26

political, economic and social development within their 17. It was, therefore, sad to note that Eritreans had fallen
national boundaries. The institutions of democracy enabled victim to a venomous propaganda campaign waged by the
people to determine their own future; that was particularly Government of Ethiopia since the beginning of the border
true in multi-ethnic, pluralist societies. The Vienna dispute between the two countries in May; the Ethiopian
Declaration made it amply clear that self-determination was Government was using ethnicity for its own expansionist
not to be construed as authorizing any action that would ambitions, to rally the people behind its aggression and to
dismember the territorial integrity or political unity of an  cover up its continuing human rights violations. During the
independent and sovereign State. Taken out of context, self- past six months the various organs of the media had been
determination could be used to encourage secession, terrorism  disseminating rabid invectives against the Government and
and violence, and to destroy peaceful coexistence, tolerance, people of Eritrea; officials of foreign embassies in Addis
mutual respect, unity and secularism. The unstable aftermath Ababa could attest to that. The propaganda campaign was
of the cold war had been seen by some States as an based on cultural stereotypes deliberately fabricated in order
opportunity for territorial aggrandizement. Self-determination  to create animosity towards Eritrea and Ethiopians of Eritrean
must not be distorted and interpreted as including the right origin; Eritreans were accused of being chauvinistic,
of any ethnic group to proclaim its independence or join belligerent and anti-Ethiopian; Eritrean leaderdifiede v

another State. Extremist movements undermined the potential inthe most vulgar manner; the Governraect sesof

for democratic development in non-democratizintries and fititious crimes, the aim being to incite the Ethiopian people
threatened the foundations of democracy in democratic ones. against Eritreans with a wvieaitng them in violent

15.  Increasingly, mercenaries were participating in arm&lpnic clgansing. In aII_ c_ivilized _coun_tries incitihg hz_atred on
conflicts, terrorist acts and other criminal activities. Heﬁhe basis of race, religion, nationality or ethnic origin was

delegation welcomed the Special Rapporteur’s latest repSPtnS'd?red acrime. The_ Eth|op|a_n _Govgrnm_ent, hoyvever, was
on the use of mercenaries as a contribution to tﬁjéaportmg people of Eritrean origin, violating their human

Committee’s understanding of the diversification aanhts and causing them to live in an atmosphere of terror,

transformation of that phenomenon and the resulting serigfiSecurity and despair. Atthe same time, a distinction mu_st
e drawn between the Ethiopian Government and its

implications for the sovereignty and responsibilities of Stateg,

her delegation supported efforts to plug the gaps in |egis|ati6%presentatives, and th? _ Ethiopia_n people.  Many
onthe issue. It also urged the Special Rapporteur to lookG@Mpassionate and law-abiding Ethiopians had extended a

situations in which mercenary activity of a strictly contractua{]e_lpmg hand to Er!tre_ans. By co_ntras_t, the (_Bovernment of
Eritrea treated Ethiopians living in Eritrea with the utmost

nature was mixed with religious or ideological motivation, :
giving rise to what might be called “paid volunteers” Whéespect. Indeed, on 26 June 1998, the National Assembly had

threatened the principle of self-determination and tH_gsuedastatementguaranteeing their right to live and work

territorial integrity of independent sovereign States throudﬂ E“tlr?a'dThe dlffe]rewfncle betwegrr:{_[hat offlhmal an(:] pudbllc
terrorism or aggression for purposes of territorigiPPeal for decency, lawfuiness and midyaon the one hand,

aggrandizement, as had been seen in the recent tradi the xenophobic messages constantly being spewed forth
bombings in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam y the official Ethiopian media and Government press

i ] . releases was clear. Ethnic hatred in all its forms must be
16. Mr.Tekle (Eritrea) said that his Government was fullye|iminated if moral values and legal norms were not to
committed to the elimination of all forms of racism, raciakyccumb to barbarity. He therefore called on the Committee
discrimination and intolerance. In Eritrea nine nationalitieg, condemn Ethiopia for itsdvocacy of ethnic hatred which

which had fought together against the colonial yoke for gad preceded its aggression and its systematic violations of
double objective — self-determination and the eliminatiogyman rights.

of discrimination based on race, ethnic origin, gender or Mr. Stick )
religion — were living in harmony in Eritrea. All foreign 18- M- Sticker (France) drew attention to a number of

visitors could attest to the fact that Eritreans were toleralficOrrect or incomplete statements concerning his country in
towards their erstwhile colonizers, whether Italian oparagraphs 31 and 32 of the report on contemporary forms

Ethiopian. In Eritrea, foreign nationals, whatever their origirP,f racism, racial discrimination, xenophobig and related
were treated justly, in accordance with the law and thefftolerance (A/53/269), prepared by the Special Rapporteur

human rights were respected; there had not been a singfe th® Commission on Human Rights. The issue of
incident involving ethnic or national minorities in the SeveH.ndo.cu.mer)ted aliens was not a symptom of fﬁc'sm or racial
years since independence. discrimination, but was related to the immigration laws. The

many applications for asylum were considered under the
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supervision of the judicial authorities. France had been of the United Nations in that area and the many resolutions
implementing the right to asylum for more than two centuries on the question of Palestine, the Palestinian people had not
and had recently broadened the scope of its legislation in that yet been able to exercise its right to self-determination
area to respond more appropriately to different situations. The because of Israel's policy of expansionism, its flagrant
law of 11 May 1998 had extended Ig@al refugee status to  violation of the Charter of the United Nations and its
persons who fought for freedom and to those whose life or  disregard for the will of the international community. For half
liberty were in danger or who ran the risk of suffering a century, refugees had aspired to return to the homes from
inhuman or degrading treatment. However, there were many which the occupation forces had driven them by means of
illegal immigrants who did not enjoy that status. Out of regard weapons, terrorism and massacres, contrary to all provisions
for their emotional and family circumstances, the French of international law and human rights.

authorities had regularized the status of more than 70,09& Israel continued its practice of building colonial

people in 'recgnt months, and a number of cases were curredMiements and was carrying out a systematic policy aimed
under reviewin the appgal; Process. The fact that onlya§ changing the demographic composition of the occupied
proportion of thg appllcanons subrmtted had not receive ab territories by bringing Jewish settlers into the areas from
favourab!e decisions illustrated the liberal nature of I:ren%wich Palestinians had been displaced. Under the occupation,
practice in that regard. Israel imposed its legislation on the Arabs and prevented

19. France was aware of its multiracial and multi-ethnic  them from exercising their rights under the International Bill
character. More than one fourth of its population were of of Human Rights, international law and the Geneva
foreign descent, and nearly five per cent were foreign Conventions, as well as their right to self-determination in
nationals. For more than two centuries, French law had their own territory. Israel must renounce its policies of
severely punished any discrimination based on those grounds. oppression, stop building settlements and occupying Arab
For example, any person, regardless of his or her origin, could territories, and recognize forthwith the right of the Palestinian
take advantage of social security benefits as long as he or she people to self-determination, without resorting to blackmail
was legally present in France. That information contrasted or to any of its feeble pretexts, which were intended solely to
with the information in the report, which was based on a prolong the occupation and would expose the region and the
summary reading of a survey which, in turn, contained world to grave risks.

f:or?tra(jictory data. The report referred .to another SUrVeY e people of the Syrian Arab Republic held deeply
indicating that the proposal to regularize the status P

d d ali had beard 4 by 53 ¢ oted values of civilization, culture, cooperation, religious
undocumented aliens had beertersed by 53 per cent o tolerance and the need to combat racism and racial

those surveyed, yet that figure was completely unrelateo'c]f%crimination. The Syrian Arab Republic had been one of the
the figures from the other survey. The study was unsystemaﬁi%t States to accede to conventions against racial
and poorly documented, apd should have paid more att_e_mﬁgcrimination and other international conventions on related
to the steps taken or envisaged by the Fr_ench authorltleﬁ Sues. Consequently, discrimination or restrictions based on
cpmpat. cpntemporary forms ~of racism and raci ligion, race or ethnic or national origin had no place in the
d|s<.:r|m|nat-|o.r?. Erance. regularly contrlbuted to Unlte%yrian Arab Republic. Concerted action in the framework of
Natlo.ns activities in thg field of human rights apd valued “’@e United Nations was needed to eliminate all forms of racial
function of the special ra}pp(_)rFeurs, whose inputs shou scrimination, and collective efforts must be redoubled to
promote accuracy and objectivity. ensure that peoples could exercise their right to

20. Mr. Al-Hariri  (Syrian Arab Republic) said that his self-determination, which would help to strengthen and
country had always supported thewgigle of peoples under protect human rights and to achieve the noble objective to
alien domination for self-determination and freedom, in which all peoples aspired: a peaceful, secure and stable
accordance with the resolutions of United Nations bodies, future.

especially General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 145\, Hadjiargyrou (Cyprus), after associating himself
December1960, as well as those of the Movement o ’

with the statement made by the representative of Austria on

Non-Aligned _Countries. Co_lonialism impose_d great Sacrificﬁ%half of the European Union, said that, despite undeniable
on _such nations by robbing them _Of th_e" resources alfhieyements in the struggle against racism and racial
subjecting them to numerous restrictions in order to preve5'it’scrimination, most notably the elimination of apartheid,
their liberation. That situation could not be tolerated, Sin(iﬂuch remained to be done. Demonstrations of racial hatred
the right to self-determination was inalienable and peopleg insjerance against minorities and other vulnerable
would continue to fight for it. Despite the great achievemenbsroulos on the grounds of their racial, national, ethnic
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religious or tribal origin had become commonplace. Cyprus, public awareness afitier@@ion and of available legal and
which was a victim of the manipulation of one of its ethnic administrative remedies.

communities by external interference, as well as of t

repugnant practice of ethnic cleansing, was well aware of t
cost of inaction for both individuals and sovereign State
Although the consensus that had led the United Nations
proclaim the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Raci
Discrimination had resulted in many positive development
recent events and the resurgence of racial prejudice, raci
and xenophobia, even in cultures and States which SUPPOSE;
were beyond that stage, clearly indicated the need to intensi
national and international efforts to combat those phenome

In that connection, he welcomed the convening of a Wor vision of the country had adversely affected efforts to reduce

Conferenge against - Racism, ~Racial D|scr|m|nat|or?ension among the various ethnic and religious communities
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance not later than the y ich comprised the population. The Committee had also

2001. Atthe threshold of the third millennium, the plight o pressed its concern at the insufficient information on the

refugees, the protection of minorities, the situation emographic composition of the occupied part of Cyprus, due

immigrants, thg pre\'/er!tion of feelings c.)f racial su'periorityo the fact that the State party was still prevented by the
and the protection of indigenous populations were Importa'I"'ltjrkish army from undertaking any census or other relevant
factors in keeping the international community united.

data collection on the whole of the territory of the Republic
24. Cyprus had been one of the first States to ratify the of Cyprus.

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms o 6. Ms. Belhaj (Tunisia), referring to the resurgence of
Racial Discrimination and one ofthe 25 States thgt had ma; tism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
the deglqraﬂon under article 14 of the Conven.t|on, there@ﬂntemporaryforms ofintolerance, emphasized the dangers
recognizing the .com.pet.er.lce _Of the C‘,’mm'“ee on ﬂ}fhd threats involved in the proliferation of extremist
Ellmlnathn ofRamaI Dls_crlm!natlon toreceive and C_O,ns'dqrdeologies, the basic doctrine of which was hatred of
Comm””'ca“ons f_rom |nd|V|dua_Is or groups of IndlV'dualﬁoreigners and the persecution of ethnic, national or religious
claiming to be victims of a violation by a State Ioartyminorities, and which advocated racial or ethnic purity.

Moreoverr,] (éyp;us hgd rat'f'?d the aclj;?ge;drr?egt tobgrtlgle ﬁnmigrants were becoming an easy target for such extremist
paragraph 6, of the Convention, an 7 had subitte rhetoric in the host countries. Outbursts of that type had

its_ fourteenth pgriodic reportto the (;ommittee. In compli_an oliferated throughout the world, and Africa was no
with the Commfttee’s recommendations, Cyprus ha‘?' review chption. In recent years, there had been numerous acts of
qnd amended its legal framework for the protection of tr@(hnic violence in some regions of the continent which had
rlght_s of r.ef.ugees and dlgplaced persons regarplless Oft_ fven entire populations to seek refuge in neighbouring
ethnic origin, as well as its procedure for granting Cypr'oéountries, thus generating new and even more complex

citizenship. It had established various institutions to facmtatﬁroblems Mention should be made in that regard of the
the implementation of the Convention and had strengthen Speal by Mr. Zine EI Abidine Ben Ali, President of Tunisia,

Its c.han.nels of cooperation V\.”th non-governmentl - yhe ygjlization of Africa’s age-old wisdom in the search
organizations. In the field of education, which was the most

important means of eliminating indirect and structural formf®" peaceful solutions to such conflicts. It must not be
of racial discrimination, Cyprus had reinforced academf@rgotten that an essential aspect of the solution was the
curricula and had instituted programmes on human rights wig§onomic and social development of the regions concerned.
a view to promoting the spirit of tolerance, acceptance ang.  The role played by the United Nations in the promotion
cooperation. Special attention was paid to educationgf people’s rights had earned it the admiration of the
programmes for children belonging to minority groupsinternational community. The General Assembly should
through a system of subsidies to help meet their particulgsntinue to address the question of the inalienable rights of
needs. The country had also established language programfa@spalestinian people until its legitimate goals had been
for the children of immigrants and training programmes fofealized, in particular, the establishment of an independent

civil servants on the provisions of the Conventionstate in its own national territory with Jerusalem as its capital.
Information campaigns were being launched to enhance

Nevertheless, his Government could not enforce the
fovisions of the Convention in the entire territory. In
ocument A/53/18, the Committee on the Elimination of

&%cial Discrimination had expressed its grave concern at the

%ngthy occupation of 37 per cent of the territory of Cyprus

By Turkish forces and the continued division of the country,
that the Government was still prevented, by the use of

%e, from implementing the provisions of the Convention

he occupied part of the country since the invasioh®74.

'e Committee had further stated that the continuing artificial
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28. Her country, which had been among the first to ratify
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination in January 1967, was coitied to
eliminating all forms of extremism and intolerance. Her

Government had organized seminars and international
conferences as part of its efforts to mark the United Nations
Year for Tolerance, and was promoting human rights

education within school curricula, so as to ensure that such
values were firmly instilled among the new generation. The

General Assembly was to be commended for its decision to
hold a world conference against racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related forms of intolerance by 2001 at the
latest. There was a need to establish an early warning
procedure in order to prevent problems from becoming

conflicts. Her delegation also welcomed the recommendation
of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human

Rights that expert meetings should be promoted at the
regional and subregional levels as part of the preparations for
the Conference.

29. Mr. Goonetilleke (Sri Lanka) said that in its resolution

to violence or sabotage in order to prevent the people’s
mandate from being carried out. Meanwhile, in cases where
the right to self-determination was violated, whether in the
context of colonial domination, foreign aggression or

repressive regimes, the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action recognized the right of peoples to take legitimate
action, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
to realize their inalienable right; such action, however,
excluded indiscriminate attacks on civilian life and property
and other acts of terrorism causing destruction and death. The
right to self-determination should not be construed as
authorizing or encouraging any action which would
dismember or impair, totally or in part, the territorial integrity
or political unity of sovereign and independent States. The
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action laid down rules
for peoples struggling for self-determination and also referred
to the resftibasibf governments. The position was clear:
peaceful struggle was the only way to achieve

self-determination.
31.

The recent demands for self-determination by ethnic

52/113 the General Assembly hadter alia, requested the groups living within independent and sovereign States had

Commission on Human Rights to continue to give special
attention to the violation of human rights, especially the right
to self-determination, resulting from foreign military
intervention, aggression or occupation. The fact that there
were still 17 Non-Self-Governing Territories in the world
which could not fully exercise their right to self-determination
was a sign that colonialism and its vestiges were not entirely
a thing of the past. The United Nations had the responsibility
to assist the peoples of those territories to achieve their

become common in the recent past. Quotiathfliemands

not only had the potential to destabilize and dismember
sovereign and independent States, but could also adversely

affect international peace and security. All States, particularly

small and vulnerable States, could be adversely affected in
aworld plagued by ethnic wars waged with separatist aims,

in which the free flow of weapons, funded by interested
parties, promoted violence and terrorism. In that regard, the
responsibility of third parties to help such States by,

inalienable right to self-determination; moreover, there wadaia, cutting off the flow of tinds, tightening laws to prevent

an intrinsic relationship between violations of that right and
violations of human rights.

30. All peoples had the right to decide on their political an
social systems, their economic models and their own paths
to development without outside interference. Violations of the
right to self-determination could also occur within a State.

the illicit transfer of weapons to rebel movements and
terrorist groups and preventing their territories from being
Hsed for propaganda purposes, could not be overemphasized.

8/. Mangaya Yange (Democratic Republic of the
Congo), having associated himself with the statement made
by Angola on behalf of the countries members of the Southern

The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action had African Development Community on the report of the

reaffirmed the principle that all peoples, not only those under
colonial domination, had the right to self-determination.

Accordingly, the problem would not end when all

non-self-governing territories had become sovereign and
independent States. The enjoyment of that right and the
strengthening of democracy required that peoples should
participate in free and fair elections at regular intervals and
should have freedom of expression and association. While

States were responsible for holding free and fair election§3

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,

referred to two decisions adopted by that Committee at its
most recent sessions that his Government regarded as lacking

objectivity. He said he would comment only on the
misinterpretation of the status of the application and
implementation of the Convention in his country, while
reserving the right to make constructive criticism when item
110, concerning human rights, was considered.

It was becoming increasingly obvious that the many

rlljlmg partlesdwere req_wrr?d to re?pec; the Ve“:/'ld of tha?nalyses conducted in certain international forums of the
electorate and to permit the transfer of power. Moreovely,aiqn in Congolese territory were so tendentious as to

recognized political parties or othertéres should not resort

make the victim into the accused, since they inferred that the
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crimes of genocide, extermination and ethnic cleansing massacres. The Security Council had made a similar
systematically perpetrated in the territory of another country recommendation to the Government of Rwanda. His country
had been perpetrated in Congolese territory. The protection planned to submit very soon to the Secretary-General its
of human rights was one of the chief concerns of the initial report on the alleged massacres of Rwandan refugees
Democratic Republic of the Congo, which hadceded to the in its territory. It would be helpful if the Committee on the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of  Elimination of Racial Discrimination were to indicate to his
Racial Discrimination and had undertaken to provide equal Government the specific period during which the crimes in
protection for the 450 tribes that made up the Congolese question were said to have been committed. With regard to
nation, as well as for the foreign minorities that had for decision 4 (53), his delegation wished once again to express
whatever reason decided to make his country their second its surprise at the rather hasty manner in which that decision
homeland. Never in the country’s entire history had tribes had been adopted, particedahge in its paragraph 1 that
banded together against another ethnic or other group in order Committee unhesitatingly described the violations allegedly
to exterminate such a group. Even during the colonial era, the committed in his country as acts of gendwdé aeitially
particular ethnic group that now regarded itself as persecuted knowing what the source of the information on the massacres
but which had not even existed then as a recognized was.

administrative enti.ty ".1 the territpry had bgen protected by tho’eS. In order to contribute to the observance and application
national qnd provmmql authorities that it was now rewhngof the International Convention on the Elimination of All
That ethnic group, which had been transplanted by COIO”E&rms of Racial Discrimination, the Security Council should

fiat and forced to retain its original nationality — a3,ke as a basis the spirit of the conclusions and
confirmedbyhi:storicaldocuments—continuedtoenjoyth|eec0n,'menda,[ions set out in the report of the

secu?ty, plrotec'?ton ;nci still{ber']n% engurzd b%, the|h0§ cretary-General on the causes of conflict and the promotion
country, also after tha ate had gained national ajg 4, rap|e peace and sustainable development in Africa

'“ter”.i‘tt'gnba' tﬁo"ere'gw ,’?S a trhesu“t of ftthhe tattrﬁc,'“eFA/szlm1—3/199a18); the torturers and other individuals
committed by the new authorities in theuntry of that ethnic responsible for the extermination of over 1 million Rwandan

group, many people had fled to Congolese territory, whe ugees in Congolese territorlieuld be tried and punished
they had found refuge. Nobody ha(.j cver trogbled them a their crimes against humanity; seminars should be held
they had stayed thgre for 30 years without making any attempt out delay on refugee flows triggered by ethnic conflicts
to be naturalized; in 1994 a large number of the members d by political reorganization processes and on their links

that ethnic group had decided of their own free will to retur(;‘l7 racism in host countries; regional seminanswd be held

to their villages, .after having looted their hosts foo n the Great Lakes region on nationalism, ethno-nationalism
storehouses and livestock. and human rights; and the United Nations system should
34. Decision 1 (52) of the Committee on the Elimination provide his Government with assistance in reforming and
of Racial Discrimination recommended that the mandate of restructuring its judicial system so that the Security Council’s
the International Criminal Tribunal in Arusha should be recommendation could be implemented.

extended to include jurisdiction over war crimes and crim

st h i itted during th i the D . Mr. Soon Guan (Singapore) said that contemporary
against humanity committed during the war in the emocratfgrms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related

Republic of the Congo. There was reason, under pub olerance, as well as the misuse of modern communication

international law, to call into question that decision to exter} chnologies in disseminating racist ideology, had added to
the maqdatg ofa t.rlb.unal sgt up for speqng purposes and WY difficulties involved in achieving the goal of eliminating

a speglflc Jurlsdlctloq to include jurisdiction in anotherg ., practices; the United Nations was to be applauded for
sovereign State to which no reference had been made at i@%fforts in that connection over the past 50 years. Singapore

time wher& that ftr;]bunal had beenh SEtI' up.  Thatas a multi-ethnic society and an international city where
recommen _at_lon_o the Com_mlttee on t € Imination eople of different races and with different cultures lived and
Racial Discrimination was not in keeping with the stateme

de bvthe Presid fth i i on 1 orked together in harmony, making a valuable contribution
made by the President of the Security Council on 13 1058 towards its social cohesion and economic vitality. Racial

(S/PRST/_1998/20) following consideration of the report q{armonyin his country was being maintained by means of a
the Investigative Team on the alleged massacres of Rwand Bﬁcy of multilingualism, multiculturalism and religious

in_Congolese territory. Thhat T;Itatement c:;lled on fh uralism: his country did not attempt to create a nation based
Government o investigate the allegations and try any of ifg, ;¢ language, one culture or one religion. Each ethnic

nationals who were guilty of or implicated in the allege roup was free to learn its own language in schools, practice
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its own religious beliefs and foster its own culture. On the and international levels. In particular, youth, professionals
basis of the principle of meritocracy, every Singaporean, and other sectors of society must be made aware of the
regardless of race or religion, had equal rights and socio-economic costs of racism and racial discrimination,
opportunities in society. Singaporeans lsdess to a whole which impeded social cohesion and adversely affected the
range of social benefits and facilities in the areas of housing, development of countries. Human rights education must be
health care, education and training. Moreover, self-help an important part of school curricula. Laws must also be
groups provided community support and all forms of enacted, and strictly applied, to combat racist incidents and
assistance to needy people; the services thus provided preventthe propagation of racist ideologies in societies. He
included financial assistance to needy families, free tuition expressed concern at the use of networks on the Internet to
for young students, and employment assistance to adults who propagate racial hatred and would support any
had been retrenched and were facing difficulties in securing intergovernmental process aimed at developing a code of
new employment. conduct for the use of the Internet, while fully respecting

37. In addition to treating every individual equally,individual rights like freedom of speech.

Singapore believed that it was essential to create the 41. Attheinternational level, the Programme of Action for
appropriate conditions so that every citizen could fully the Third Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
develop his potential and contribute to the countrysraamic  Discrimination must be more effectively implemented.
vitality. The Government was putting into place a system of Among the activities concerned, special importance had to
life-long learning in which everyone would be able to develop be paid to the translation of the International Convention on
his capabilities in order to progress in society and add ever the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination into
greater value to the economy. Singapore also acknowledged local languages. It was essential that values of tolerance,
the values and talents of other countries, regardless of their understanding and coexistence should be inculcated in the
race or ethnicity. As a result of rapid globalization, driven by general public, particularly youth, who were the preferred
progress in transportation and communications technologies, targets of racist propaganda. A World Conference against
people’s mobility had increased tremendously. At that Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
international level Singapore also applied the principle of Intolerance would provide the international community with
respect and recognition for the abilities of all individuals, an opportunity to adopt a programme to combat racism in the
whatever their race. twenty-first century. He hoped that the entire United Nations

38. No matter how successful Singapore had been in ﬁ)bstem,_non_—goverr?mental organiz_ations and_ other relevant
ethnic and language policies, minority groups still hafictors in civil society would actively contribute tq the
problems and concerns. His delegation therefore welcomRf paratory process fqr the Confer_ence. Early_ u_mvgrsal
the convening of the World Conference against Racisfiptification of the Intemauon_al C_on_ven_tlon on the Elimination
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intoleran&f Al F_orms of Ramgl Dlscrlml_natlon WOUld_ShOW the
no later than the year 2001, and was ready to share with OtH'ét[ernatlonal community's commitment to the fight against

States at the Conference its experience in building a socidl§duality and discrimination, and would enhance thititgb
in which racism and racial discrimination were increasing| fthe Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

rare. That Conference would contribute to bett pcontnbutemoreeffectlvelytothatstruggle.

understanding of a major global issue which would remain  48lr. Al-Rajhi (Saudi Arabia) recalled that the principle
relevant for the next millennium. of self-determination was a central tenet of the United Nations

39. Mr. Bhatti (Pakistan) said that one of the mosf’md was mentioned specifically in Chapters IX, XI and XII

rewarding outcomes of the international community’s effod _the Charter. His d_elegation believed firmly in tha_t right and
to combat racism had been the dismantling of the system!§{€Cted any violation of the Charter or resolutions of the
apartheid by the people of South Africa under the leadersHis"eral Assembly and the Security Council. With a view to
of President Nelson Mandela. New manifestations of racisfic€ving peace and security around the world, his delegation

racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerandi®d Supported the siggle of the Palestinian people to
nevertheless continued to arise in various regions of tfyercise their right to self-determination in their own territory

world, affecting minorities, refugees, asylum seekers a d tdo esft?]b“éh their own L:,:ate, Ian(:]_ﬂLmly rejected _the
migrant workers. attitude of the Government of Israel, which was preventing

) ) ) _the Palestinian people from exercising their legitimate rights.
40. The fight against new forms of racism and racigljs delegation had supported the peace process from the
discrimination required concerted efforts at both the nationgbginning and had participated in the Madrid Conference and

10
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the multilateral negotiations. After a first phase of optimism racial problems in basic areas such as eduaatmmnjec
during which peace in the Middle East had seemed possible  opportunity, housing, etc.

on the basis of the principles of international legality, Uniteg86

Nations resolutions and application of the principle of land_ _
for peace, the process had witnessed repeated setbacks c
by the current Israeli Government. That Government w.
continuing its policy of building settlements, demolishin
houses and attacking unarmed people, in addition to tryi
to convert Jerusalem into a Jewish city by building coloni
and confiscating Arab land. He urged the internation
community, governmental and non—government%
organizations and especially the United States to spare

effortin helping the Palestinian people to exercise their right
to self-determination. 47. Mr. Garcia Gonzalez (El Salvador) said that he

43 His del ion had also full dthe B . appreciated the report of the Special Rapporteur on the
' | 'S ﬁggatlon Ia aisou >;]su.p|.oort.e t eh'ohsnr: estion of the use of mercenaries and that he fully shared the
people In their struggle against the injustices which hagle national community’s concern about the alarming rise
prevented ihem from expressing their national identity, At mercenarism and its increasing links to other phenomena
had condemned the hateful policies of ethnic cleansing duriﬂ?t were equally dangerous to international peace and
Fhe Serbian aggression. ThehSerbs W;arle currlentl)f/ |I?volv§ curity, such as terrorism, arms trafficking, covert operations
I NEW aggression agalngt the peacelul people o _OSO\f8’protect the interests of third parties or violence linked to
where they were also applying a policy of ethnic cleansing a'&tremist intolerance. He also shared the Special

forced m|gr.at.|9n. The international community must assuni*?apporteur’s view that mercenary activity arose in situations
its responsibility and take all stepgcessary to put an end to,

) which violated the self-determination of peoples and the
that inhuman tragedy and save the Kosovar people froéBvereignty of States
injustice and aggression. In that regard, he welcomed Security '

Council resolution 1203 (1998) concerning the solution 8- El Salvador had experienced the problem of
the Kosovo problem. mercenarism and similar crimes motivated by financial gain,
L . and was making strenuous efforts to combat them by
44. The COI’]f!ICt in Jammu and Kgshmw had I.On%trengthening its institutions and finances and by training the
represented a risk for peace and secgnty in South A3|a.. 'f\'l tional Civil Police. It had promoted reforms of the judicial
sup.ported a peaceful and just solution based on Unit tem to reinforce the principle of justice as one of the basic
Natlons resolut|ons..Thqse peoples must be guaranteed tfb fars of democratic coexistence eace and freedom,
right to self-determination. including the adoption of the new Criminal Code, Code of

45. Ms. King (United States of America) said that her Criminal Procedure and Family Code, and of the Penitentiary
country had fought to become a nation where equality reigned;  Act, Family Procedure Act and Juvenile Offenders Act. As
in so doing, it had had to deal with slavery, racism, a sovereign State that recognized the human being as the
intolerance and xenophobia against natives and immigrants. origin and purpose of the State’'s activity, EI Salvador
Following centuries of struggle against racism, it had beconuadertook to ensure that its inhabitants enjoyed freedom,

a multicultural country in which no one wasdged according health, culture, economic well-being and social justice by

to race, beliefs or religion, but only on personal qualities. respecting and promoting the fundamental principles of its
That progress nevertheless needed to be reinforced. In 1997, tifQtoa and of international law.

President Clinton had launched an initiative aimed % At the Central American level El Salvador had

promoting a nat!onW|de dlalqgug on thg race |ssue,.wh|ch ,%Sfthfully honoured the commitment made in the framework
out a strategy with the following five objectives: to build afa|rOf Esquipulas Il to prevent the use of its own territory by

and united country on th_e basis of recon(_:|I|at|0n amAmES;  hersons, organizations or groups seeking to destabilize other
to ensure that the American people received full education Dates and to refuse to provide them with or allow them to
;helquestlon gf racism, to procrgot.e a natlonV\;]lde rondStruS'cheive military and logistical support, and had strengthened
lalogue on the entire issue @lee; to strengthen leadersnify o+ commitment in various regional legal instruments, such
at all levels with a view to eliminating the racial d|V|S|onsas the Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America. At
which still existed in the country; and to find solutions Qhe international level, El Salvador had co-sponsored and

The United States trusted that a world conference on
cism would contribute to the global dialogue on race. Often,
m was at the root of terrorism, genocide, economic

z?}’?justice and political oppression. At a time of uegedented

opulation growth, when resource management and

Yeservation had become more essential than ever before,
cism must not be allowed to obfuscate reciprocal relations.
was therefore important to ensure that the delegations
ending the Conference could return to their countries with
crete results to report.

11
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cooperated in important resolutions on the subject adopted With respect to United Nations resolutions on Palestinian
by the United Nations General Assembly and the Commission self-determination, the bilateral agreements between Israel
on Human Rights, including resolution 52/112 of 12 and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) could not
Decembern1997. and should not ruroanter to international law or to United

50. El Salvador reiterated its firm commitment td\lations resolutions. The fact that the negotiations were

combating illicit activities such as mercenarism, arm\é/ithoutprecpndior!s did r_u_at m_ean_that Palestine should, at
trafficking, drug trafficking and similar criminal activities € ©UtSet, give up its position, its rights or the support of the

perpetrated by individuals or groups which, using thelpternatlonal community. Palestine regretted that, despite the

expertise and experience in war, profited from illicit atti@s progress mgde, Israel had reiterated arguments that had not
both within and outside the national territory. It alsé_ucceeded in the past and would not succeed at the current

condemned all acts of terrorism, particularly those derivir{ﬁ“e'

from mercenary actions that clearly violated human rights, the  98s. Sinegiorgis(Ethiopia), speaking in exercise of the
self-determination of peoples or the stability of legitimate right of reply, said that Eritrea’s accusations against her
Governments, and expressed its political will to contribute  country were preposterous and absurd and that it was
to the research being done by the international community important to put things in perspective to avoid any ambiguity.
with a view to eradicating those phenomena, which Byoccupying part of Ethiopia’s territory in May 1998, Eritrea
jeopardized international peace and security. had committed a clear violation of human rights and of the

51. Mr. Al-Hariri (Syrian Arab Republic), speaking inprinciple of self-determination, which implied the rejection

exercise of the right of reply, said that it was not true that h%f all fprms of aggres_sion, interference_ ar_1d foreig_n
country had comiitted acts of aggression against Israel. OHCCUp_at'On' The population of no_rthern Eth|0p|a_ was sill
the contrary, it had had to defend itself against Isragiiffering the consequences of Eritrea’s aggression in May
aggression on many occasions. After citing the example of t4g98- Currently140,000 persons ha_d been dapéd, and
occupation of the Golan by Israeli forces using the mogghools, health centres and other infrastructure had been
modern weapons and supported by certain countries, qi]%st_royed. Th_e Ethiopian_ Con_sfcitution guaranteed respect for
recalled that, the preceding year, the same represent:’;\tivéh(‘?f”ghtS of different nationalities, and the Governmen_t had
Israel had repeated the same lies in relation to the safsPeatedly stated that the hundreds of thousands of Eritreans
agenda item, in an attempt to justify Israel’s aggressidﬁs'd'ng in Ethiopia had a right to live and work in peace. It

against Arab countries and its occupation of Arab territorids*> p_erplexmg that th? representative of Eritrea had had_ the
in violation of the Palestinian people’s right tol€merity to accuse Ethiopia of carrying out a campaign against
self-determination his country, when the Eritrean Government was the sole

) author of that type of propaganda. With respect to the
52. Ms. Barghouti (Observer for Palestine), speaking inexpulsion of Eritreans, the Ethiopian Government had
exercise of the right of reply, said that, although hegyercised the utmost restraint and had only taken
delegation, the preceding day, had clearly presented #gecautionary measures against individuals who spied for

position on the right to self-determination, particularly in the:rjtrea and threatened Ethiopia’s security.
case of the Palestinian people, she wished to clarify some

points in reply to Israel. The Wye River Memorandum wal 4. Mr. Tekle (Eritrea), speaking in exercise of the right
intended to facilitate the implementation of certain provisio repl);;.mt('ad a number of state(Tentt_]s madehby.membehr.s t?f
of the existing agreements between the parties that had ff Ethiopian Government and other gut orities, whic
yet been implemented. The Memorandum dealt with tﬁaeccused the Ieadgrs angl people of Entrea_ Of. taking an
issues of further redeployments, security, interim committeB509ant and racist ?tntuc:e Itow;rds Eth'OP'a- 'l'Lhosed
and economic issues, permanent status and unilateral acti&]igt_e'zm.ents were part o -acaicu ated attempt to insti ) atre
Palestine hoped that that important agreement would fnd |nC|_te the people to y|olence. He challenged the Ethiopian
implemented fully, but regretted that the Prime Minister Oqelegatlon to provide evidence of the statements supposedly

Israel had postponed the Israeli Cabinet’s vote on the issﬂé?de by the Eritrean leaders against the Ethiopian people.

and hoped that that was not the pattern which Israel intended B®. Sinegiorgis(Ethiopia), replying to the delegation

to follow in implementing the Memorandum, as in the case of Eritrea, said that the Ethiopian authorities had never
of previous agreements. The right of the Palestinian people insulted the Eritrean people and that the Eritrean delegation
to self-determination did not arise from any previous was accusing her Government of racism in order to distract
agreement, but was a natural right of a proud and ancient the international community from Eritrea’s aggression against
people that must be upheld by the international community. Ethiopia. Since the inhabitants of Ethiopia represented 70

12
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different nationalities, the accusation of racism was
unfounded.

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.
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