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In the absence of Mr. Hachani (Tunisia), Mr. Ball (N ewsteps that would impede the enjoyment of human rights, such
Zealand),Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. as using food as a tool of political pressure.

The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. 2. Many United Nations documents substantiated the

statements concerning poverty, exclusion and the lack of

. ) ] social justice contained in paragraph 4 of the report of the
Agenda item 110: Human rights questiongcontinued  ynjted Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(A/53/3, 58, 74,75, A/53/77-S/1998/171, AI53/79, 80, (A/53/36). As agreed in Vienna, the right to development was

A/53/94-S5/1998/309, A/53/99-5/1998/344, the basis for the enjoyment of individual social, political and
A/53/131-S5/1998/435, A/53/165-5/1998/601, A/53/167conomic rights. Development was also the best means of
203, A/53/205-S/1998/711, A/53/214, 215, achieving peace,

A/53/225-S/1998/747, AI53/343, 404, 425, 489, 493, N . .
A/53/494—S/1998/949 A/53/497—S/1998/951, A/53/5573  EMphasizing that the bodies established by human

A/C.3/53/4,5, 7,9, 12 and 13) rights instruments should not exceed their designated
) . ) ) ) mandate, she said that they should also facilitate the task of
(b) Human rights questions, including alternative Member States by ensuring that the latter were not required
approaches forimproving the effective to submit reports which covered matters outside the limits set
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental by those instruments. Furthermore, measures should be taken
freedoms(continued (A/53/72-S/1998/156, as soon as possible to remedy the currently unacceptable
A/53/81-S/1998/225, AI53/82-5/1998/229, situation whereby the membership of those bodies was
AI53/83-5/1998/230, A/53/86—-S/1998/240, heavily weighted in favour of one geographical group at the
AI53/89-5/1998/250, A/53/93-5/1998/291, expense of others, in particular the African group. At the
AJ53/95-5/1998/311, A/53/98-S/1998/335, same time, the impartial nature of the work undertaken by

AJ53/113-5/1998/345, AI53/115-S/1998/365,  sych bodies should not be confused with the temporary and
A/53/268, 279, 284, 293 and Add.1, 304, 309, 313 jjtical nature of work such as thahdertaken by special
324,337,400 and 501; A/C.3/53/6; A/C.3/53/L.5) rapporteurs of the Commission on Human Rights. In some
(c) Human rights situations and reports of special cases, special rapporteurs demonstrated bias in their reports
rapporteurs and representatives(continued and relied on unconfirmed sources, while ignoring
(A/53/84-S/1998/234, A/53/114, 120, documented facts and reliable testimonies that contradicted
A/53/182-S/1998/669, A/53/188, 322 and Add.1, their conclusions and recommendations. The aggressive and
355, 364, 365, 366, 367, 402, 423 and Corr.1, 433provocative language which they used also deterred people
490, 504, 530, 537, 539 and 563; A/C.3/53/3 and 8fom cooperating with them and simply succeeded in

(e) Report of the United Nations High damaging their credibility.
Commissioner for Human Rights(continued 4.  Her country's constant efforts to strengthen human
(A/53/36) rights were impeded by the unjust collective sanctions
imposed on account of her country’s refusal to surrender two
1. Ms. Ashour (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that theof its citizens, the effect of which was to deprive the Libyan
Third Committee was among the bodies responsible féfab people of various rightsinter alia, the right to
implementing the recommendation of the World Conferenéievelopment. Not only did collective sanctions blatantly
on Human Rights held in Vienna in 1993 to rationalize thgiolate the rights of the two suspects and the Libyan Arab
human rights mechanisms of the United Nations, which h&gople as a whole, but they also violated article 10 and article
not yet been done and was a matter of priority. Although tel. Paragraph 1, of the Universal Declaration of Human
Conference had emphasized that human rights issues shdgights and article 14, paragraph 2, of the International
be addressed with impartiality, the countries of the Soufrevenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the
were invariably subjected to intimidation and interference iternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
their internal affairs from the countries of the North durindrights. Together with the entire Libyan people, the two
the Committee’s annual discussions of such issues. $HSPects were being punished without trial and without
addition, the measures adopted by certain countries, sucHiment of any of the internationally agreed legal conditions.
the United States of America, conflicted with the call mads,  There was no legal or moral justification for any State
at the Vienna Conference for States to refrain from taking international organization to impose sanctions in violation
of human rights, and the Security Council had no legal
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authority to demand that a State should surrender its citizens reports described the efforts of successive Governments to
to another for trial. The economic sanctions imposed on her guarantee and protect the human rights of all Colombians in
country were thus incompatible not only with the international the midst of internal conflict. Colombia had various
human rights instruments, but also with the Charter of the  programmes for the protection of human rights at the national
United Nations. Recalling the words of one of the special level. Various Stitiegand civil society wereanducting
rapporteurs, she affirmed that the sanctions harmed onlythe consultations with a view to establishing links with the
inhabitants and would not have the desired result. International Criminal Court. Colombia attached great

6. Ms. Campo (Colombia) said that, during her recer]{'r_nportance to the draft declaration on the protection of human

visit to Colombia, the United Nations High Commissioner foF'ghr:S .d(;fenders prepare(rj] by r:hT Commislsion on Hum_arrll
Human Rights had been able to learn firsthand of many of tfgNts: her Government had held several meetings wit
difficulties facing Colombia in the field of human rights_orgamzatlons of human rights defenders, conducted studies

Colombia had been receiving a high level of cooperation afd the risks a_ttached to their wo_rk, and instructed all
technical assistance from the United Nations: thgevernment offices to offer the assistance requested. The

cooperation, based on transparency, mutual respect and gg&ﬁe-P_res_ldent of Colombla_had been appointed national high

faith, had been important for the adoption and developme(f‘ﬁrnm's'Sloner for human rights.

of policies relating to the promotion and protection of human 11. Colombia felt a special responsibility to protect the
rights. Her Government hoped that United Nations bodies and  rights of displaced persons and groups, especially women and
the international financial institutions would support the children. The church and several non-governmental
peace programme that had been carried out by the President organizations, as well as the Office of the United Nations
since his inauguration in Augu$98. High Commissioner for Refugees, had baemived in the

7. In Colombia, there were high levels of poverty anaffortto provide relief to the displaced population. Colombia

social inequality, and great disparities between urban aW&Uld host a regional conference on internal displacement in

rural standards of living. An internal armed conflict had beeh?99:

going on for over 40 years, with serious repercussions for the M. Donokusumo(Iindonesia) said that his delegation
poorest people in particular. Her Government accorded welcomed the emphasis which the United Nations High
priority to finding a solution, because the resources being Commissioner for Human Rights had given in her report
wasted in war needed to be invested in peace. (A/53/36) to large-scale violations of economic, social and

8 Her Government denounced the acts of barbarﬁ)yltural rights over the past year; the link that was established

committed in the previous week against civilian populatiopletWeen human rl_g_hts and the n(_agapve consequences of
of the city of Mitd by members of the Fuerzas Armadagnfettered competition and globalization, resulting in the

Revolucionarias de Colombia, using weapons prohibited By rgina_lization of cou_ntries and an exacerbgtion of poverty
international humanitarian law. The international communi orldwide, was also important. His delegation agreed that

must strongly condemn grave violations of internationél ternational financial institutions must identify and weigh the
humanitarian law in any part oftheworld,WithoutdistinctiomlJman rights impact of their activities; the perceived

as to the perpetrators or the motives adduced economic necessities of the day shouldewgder prevail over
' the rights of individuals to adequate health care, food and

9. Her Government was aware of the need to improve thgyrition. The realization of the right to development, at both
human rights situation, and in particular to put an end to thternational and national levels, was essential.

serious violations of the right to life, liberty and personal _ i i
integrity committed by guerrillas, paramilitary units, common3:  His dglegatlon Was.encouraged t.hat a global partnership
human rights was envisaged as an important aspect of the

criminals, and, to a much lesser degree, agents of the Sté%. . i -
That struggle was linked to the sggle against poverty and programme of the flﬂlgth anniversary of the Universal
social injustice, and constituted the core of the nationReclaration of Human Rights.

development plan and the peace programme of her 14. His delegation welcomed the adoption of the draft
Government. declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals,

10. Colombia had acceded to the basic international hum3PYPS ?Ind organs ?jf Eomety to hpromotje fanz proteclt
rights instruments and their optional protocols, and Wasugnvgrsa y re(/:ggc?/lzg/ uman d“g tt)sllan g unhamepta
member of the inter-American system for the protection §f£€doms  (A/C.3/53/L.5), an elieved that its
those rights; it was meeting its reporting obligations and wAgPlementation should take fully into account the principles
cooperating with the special rapporteurs. Colombia’s periodft MPartiality, objectivity andhon-selectivity, as well as the
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historical, cultural and religious backgrounds of the societies 21. Canada was concerned about continued reports of
and communities concerned. human rights violations in the Sudan, including arbitrary

15. His delegation was encouraged by the approach of fiLests, reli_gious persecution and slavery; whi_Ig welcoming
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Humaﬁhe cease_flre, Canada_deplored the use _of_mllltary fome to
Rights in ensuring the universality and non-selectivity of th&Srupt relief efiorts, particularly the indiscriminate bombing
consideration of human rights issues. It was therefofd ClVilian targets by government forces.

disappointed that certain countries and regional groups 22. The human rights situation in Afghanistan was among
continued to selectively address human rights. the worst in the world; in the light of reports that the Taliban

16. The statements made earlier with regard to the humi@d conducted atrocities against civilians and was

rights situation in Indonesia, including East Timor, had fa”eaystematlcally denying women and girls the most fu_ndamental

to recognize the pative developments that had taken placguman n_eeds, th_e world must (_jemand that the Taliban should

in Indonesia recently, including the substantial reduction Ggspect internationally established norms.

military personnel assigned in East Timor, greater political 23. The Government of Iraq continued to rule by terror,
freedom in the province, and systematic release of East indiscriminate arrest, imprisonment and execution; it had
Timorese prisoners and detainees involved in political taken no steps to curb widespread human rights abuses, and
activities. It was regrettable that certain delegations had had refused to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur of the
suggested a political solution of the East Timor issue, which Commission on Human Rights.

was com.pletely ir.relevant.to the Commi?tee’g deli.berationﬁn_ In the Islamic Republic of Iran, there had been setbacks
Indonesia remained conitted to the tripartite dialogue, in recent months with the closure of several newspapers and

gnd'er th? auspices of the'Secreta.\ry-GengraI, with a view gazines and the arrest of journalists. His delegation was
finding a just, comprehensive and internationally acceptaly Bncerned about the heightened persecution of the Iranian

solution to the issue. Baha’i community, and the failure to ensure the full and equal
17. Mr. Hynes (Canada) said that human rights violations enjoyment by women of their human rights.

must be addressed in a forthright manner, demonstrating tE%t Canada had long been concerned about the absence of
th? pmted Natlor\s was serious about transllatmg. t}?‘éspect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights iNt®) o mocratic People’s Republic of Korea; needless
reality. bureaucratic obstacles were now being imposed on United

18. The current conflictin the Democratic Republic of the Nations agencies and international non-governmental
Congo, as well as the persisting ethnic violence in Rwanda organizations, threatening the delivery of food to the most
and Burundi, raised grave concerns about respect for needy recipients.

humanitarian law and human .r|gh.ts. The return of hatf& Canada deplored the widespread detention of elected
prgpaganda and Ca.”S for ethnic violence could lead tOrgpresentatives and members of the national league for
spiralling of human right abuses. democracy and other political parties in Myanmar, and called

19. Canada deplored the violence that had taken place in  onthe military regime to demonstrate a genuine commitment
the province of Kosovo over the past year, in particular the to national reconciliation and democracy by entering into
direct targeting of civilians by the Serb authorities. It dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other
condemned all abuses corittad by the “Kosovo liberation representatives of opposition and minority groups.

army”, and welcomed the establishment of the Kosow
verification mission by the Organization for Security an
Cooperation in Europe.

. Canadaremained deeply concerned about the security
nd humanitarian situation in Algeria. The visit of the panel
of eminent persons had been a most welcome development,
20. Canada expected Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and and Canada hoped that that spirit of cooperation would be
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to fully meet their extended to the human rights mechanisms of the United
obligations under the Dayton Agreement, in particular on the Nations.

critical issue of the return of refugees and displaced persoE§. In some countries of South East Asia, the continuing
IIDersons.mletgd. fqr vv|a1[ gtr)lmeTfmus; fa:(ce Justl\c(:e beflorg 8€onomic crisis had exacerbated political and social stresses.
nternational Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia,, Malaysia, concerns had been raised about the use of the

_Cagada.notec(ijwr:th I(;orécerr; tlge reztlrlctltf)r\l(s on ?regs fre(adolmgrnal security act to detain political opponents and others
In Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. without trial and to restrict freedom of speech and freedom
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of assembly; Canada was also concerned about the treatment be subject to temporary political considerations, and imposed
of former deputy prime minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim duties and obligations on everyone.
and hoped that allegations of police bidittawould be

properly investigated 36. Costa Rica rejected cultural restrictions on universal

respect for human rights. Although it did not support some

29. Canada welcomed the progress made in Indonesiain  of the conceptual limitations in the Vienna Programme of
respect of human rights. It welcomed the new approach in  Action, it had accepted them for the sake of consensus. The
dealing with East Timor, but believed that the East Timorese follow-up should provide an opportunity to remedy the
themselves should be involved. It encouraged the Government  weaknesses, for example in the gender-based approach. Costa
of Indonesia to consider otherifiatives conducive to a full Rica supported the strengthening of the competence and
settlement of that issue. functions of the United Nations High Commissioner for

30. Canada commended Nigeria's renewed commitmentfyman Rights.

the transition to democracy and its release of many political 37. Her delegation supported the High Commissioner’s
prisoners, and urged that the pending cases should be dealt view of the situation in Rwanda, and the need to strengthen
with expeditiously and that the decree providing for detention  the judicial structure to ensure that the many cases of massive
without trial should be repealed. It welcomed Nigeria’s human rights violations were prosecuted. That required a
confirmation that the Special Rapporteur’s visit to Nigeria clear commitment by the Rwandan authorities to strengthen
would take place in the course of 1998. the capacity of the judicial system, and international technical

31. Canadawelcomed China’s signing of the Internationirlld financial cooperation to ensure that the Rwandan courts

Covenants on Human Rights, and urged it to ratify arfgiet international standards.

implement them swiftly. It remained concerned about the 38. Costa Ricafound it regrettable that the new Government
extensive use of the death penalty, restrictions on freedom of inthe Democratic Republic of the Congo was continuing to
religion and the suppression of political dissent. China’s reject international commitments and, in particular, its
willingness to conduct a diajue with Canada and others on  obligation to accept United Nations investigations, and was
human rights was encouraging. refusing to recognize responsibility for violations of human

32. Canada appreciated its frank human rights dialogue wiihts and international human_narlan I_a\_/v. Th‘_”‘t Qovernment
Cuba, and welcomed Cuba'’s increased religious freedom,'i?é‘St_resume cooperation with the joint mission and the
invitation to selected United Nations mechanisms, and trP€cial Rapporteur and offer all necessary guarantees for the
release of political prisoners. However, the continue?ierformance of their fgnctlons, particularly in the eastern
existence of prisoners of conscience, and the failure to prot@é?as of the_ country,_ln order to ensure that cases were
freedom of expression, and civil and political rights jfprought to trial and evidence was salvaged.

general, remained cause for concern. 39. Her delegation was deeply concerned about the overt

33. In Haiti, much remained to be done, particularly withiUman rights violations of the Government of Irag. It was
regard to impunity, abuse of authority, prison conditions ar?darmed about the serious humanitarian situation of the

judicial reform. Canada was very concerned about the abseR& ulat_ion,_ but felt that the exi§tence of the s_anctio_ns rggime
of agreement regarding a prime minister, but was encoura not justify a systematic policy of human rights violations

by the Haitian Government's continued commitment to t the Government. The normalization of Iraqg’s relations with

cause of human rights and its recent invitation to the SpecF F mt_ernatlonal_ commur_uty involved |mplement_at|0n of
Rapporteur on violence against women. Security Council resolution 6871091) and action to

S ) ~ eliminate the political and legal order which was

civil conflict in Colombia, but had grave concerns about _ | dab he i inh
increasing violations of human rights and internationé'_lo' Costa Rica was alarmed about the increase in human

humanitarian law. It hoped that the visit by the United Natiorfights violations in Afghanistan; it was particularly concerned

High Commissioner for Human Rights would lead to furthefPOUt Violations of the right to life of the population. The
progress. United Nations must carry out an investigation to establish

] ) . ~what had happened and assign responsibility. Costa Rica was
35. Ms. Ramirez (Costa Rica) said that Costa Rica'soncerned about the violation of the rights of women and girls

commitment to respect for human rights at the national apg the Taliban, and called on the Taliban to cease such actions
international levels was well known; human rights could ngymediately.
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41. Costa Rica rejected the violation of the human rights  technical assistance in human rights, legislative reform and
of the population of Albanian origin in Kosovo by the Serb  the development of civil society.

authorities in an overt policy of ethnic cleansing. 46. He noted with regret that discussion of the situation of

42. Mr. Sychev (Belarus) said that the progress made in human rights in Belarus was not always conducted in a
human rights since the adoption of the Universal Declaration constructive and balanced manner. Certain States had adopted
of Human Rights gave grounds for optimism regarding the a sterile political approach and their statements to the
translation of its provisions into reality. But optimism would Committee, particularly those of the representative of the
not suffice — there must also be decisive and coordinated United States and the representative of Austria, speaking on
action at the international, regional and national levels, guided behalf of the European Union, had contained groundless
by the principles of international solidarity, cooperation and allegations against his Government. Those two delegations
respect for the viewpoint of all States. had singled out for criticism a handful of countries, chosen

43. While no State could claim to have fully realized thélCCOrding to their pltical loyalty and economic and

whole panoply of human rights, the situation in Belarus Wa&ommermal usefulness.

generally satisfactory, notwithstanding the difficulties 47. Itwas nottrue — as alleged — that press freedom had
encountered during the current period of transition. There was  been curtailed. In fact, approximately 1,000 periodicals were
political and social stability, relations among the various published in Belarus, of which only a quarter were
nationalities were good, and citizens enjoyed the right to  State-owned. The television channels of the five neighbouring
freedom of religion and freedom of expression. It was true  States could be viewed without restriction, as could over 20
that there had been a number of teething problems, but they satellite television channels. The legislation on the mass
were not the product of a deliberate policy of the leadership, media whichetaatly been enacted by his Government,
which was committed to ensuring the unconditional prohibiting incitement to violence, religious and racial
observance of human rights and promoting respect for division, as well as the use of the media to disseminate
democratic principles and norms, including political defamatory statements, reflected accepted standards in every
pluralism and the rule of law. In accordance with the democratic country. His Government had never and would
Constitution, which had been approved in a refehem, the never resort to censorship, which was prohibited by the
State’s main aim was the realization of human rights and Constitution.

fundamental freedoms. 48. The allegations of violation of the rights to freedom of

44. Many activities were planned in Belarus for the fiftieth assembly and association in Belarus were belied by the fact
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of that, in a country of some 10 million inhabitants, there were
Human Rights. In particular, a programme of human rights 29 political parties, 42 trade unions, over 1,000 nationwide
education would be made compulsory in every educational public associations and many more at local level. There was
establishment. Moreover, the Declaration would be widely no evidence to support the allegation by the representative of
publicized, since knowledge of one’s rights was the keyto Austria, speaking on behalf of the European Union, that
active citizenship. Already, the Belarusian Parliament had peaceful demonstrations in Belarus had been violently
held a series of hearings on human rights issues within the  suppressed. By contrast, the situation of the Russian-speaking
framework of the anniversary, with the broad participation minority in Latvia, one of the associated States, was a

of members of the Government and civil society. Following legitimate cause for concern.

the hearings, the Parliament had adopted a series ,@f
recommendations which the Government was putting inhoad
practice.

With regard to the United States, Amnesty International
drawn attention in a recent report to widespread
violations of human rights and discrimination in various State

45. In 1997, Belarus had presented its fourth periodic structures. The authors had concluded that the United States
report under the International Covenant on Civil anditit@l Government was not applying the international human rights
Rights. His Government had appreciated the critical but standards by which it judged other States. Such double
constructive comments of the Human Rights Committee and  standards were unacceptable. Moreover, the promotion of
had appointed a working group to examine ways of putting human rights should be founded on non-selectivity and
its recommendations into effect. His Government was also objectivity and should not be exploited for political ends.

cooperatipg .Wiltzh the Orgagizatiﬁ_nhfﬁrdSecut;:Fyh a(;“%o. His delegation believed that, in seeking to translate
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which had establishe Allman rights standards into reality, the international

Advisory and Monitoring Group in Belarus to proV'decommunity must focus not only on the political, but also on
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the economic and social spheres. Belarus, asuag country fulifling the obligations they undertook in so doing, hence the

with a transitional economy, was acutely aware of the importance of the treaty-monitoring bodies. She noted with
interdependence of political and civil rights on the one hand, concernthe declining representation among the members of
and economic, social and cultural rights, including the right  those bodies of nationals of developing countries, particularly
to development, on the other. in Africa. Currently, presenting a candidate for election to the

51. Belarus faced a number of difficulties in the field of €aty-monitoring bodies was a difficult and costly process,

human rights, but his Government was seeking to overcof@using many States to become disenchanted.

them and was ready to engage in a constructive dialogue with  56. While the primary responsibility for the protection of
a view to finding solutions, for it was convinced that only human rights lay with States, the international environment
through concerted action could the international community must be conducive to the realization of that goal and to human
realize the noble aims of the Universal Declaration of Human development. Her delegation therefore welcomed the
Rights. initiative by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human

52. Ms. Afetse Tay(Togo) said that, while there had beerﬁights and the United Nations Devel_opment Programme to
substantial progress in human rights since the adoption of tWéegraFe developme_nt and_human rights more clpsely. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, much remained thernat_lonal com_m_unlt_y, for its Pa”’ m“_s_t step_up its efforts

be done. Each day, the scourges of ethnic or religious Conﬂi[;’q’eradlcgte the injustices a_nd inequalities which prevented
xenophobia, terrorism and arbitrary detention strucq?e full enjoyment of human rights. The scale ofthgt challengg
populations whose living conditions were already precariou\é,’.as enormous, but, if Member States c_oordmated their
Firm action and practical measures must be taken q:gorts, human rights would become a reality for all.

strengthen the enjoyment of human rights with due regard for  8vts. Junod (International Committee of the Red Cross
national and regional characteristics. A global partnership (ICRC)) said that, in accordance with its mandate, ICRC
was needed, involving all the social actors. In tr@ticection, worked to achieve the faithful application of international
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for humanitarian law, which applied specifically to armed
Human Rights was playing a catalytic role in the development conflicts. As such, it was distinct from human rights law,
of such an alliance. It must be provided with the resourceshoagth the two were interlinked. Thus, th879 Protocols
necessary to expand its technical cooperation programme, of  Additional to the 1949 Genegatdns contained several
which Togo had been a beneficiary. rules drawn from international human rights instruments, and,
?&nversely, certain provisions of human rights law, such as

53. It had been established that enhancing respect for, ) ) X
human rights was a vital means of consolidating peace a‘?\ﬁ'de 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

stability. The international community must take measures rtgflected humanitarian law. While in principle human rights

prevent the massive violations of human rights, often the rolgw remained applicable during armed conflicts, in practice

cause of civil conflicts. She welcomed, in that regard, th%ddltlonal safeguards were needed to provide adequate

efforts of the High Commissioner for Human Rights t(Protection for those caught up in the hiises. Accordingly,

establish a human rights field presence and to promdwmalmtanan Ia_wh conferrr]ed l#por? rt]hem ad_nulmber Ofd
so-called human rights diplomacy, which entailed initiating"PP ementary rights, such as the right to medical care an
dialogues with Governments with a view to identifying th e right of prisoners of war to correspond with their families.
obstacles to the enjoyment of human rights. 58.  While humanitarian and human rights law overlapped
fo some degree, with both recognizing certain core rights such

54. Human rights education and public informatio _ ) ) .
activities were also important preventive measures, and gheth€ fight to life and the right not to be subjected to torture,

therefore urged Member States to contribute further to thgRC Vviewed with caution the proposal currently being
implementation of the Plan of Action for the United NationgNSidered by the Commission on Human Rights to define
Decade for Human Rights Education. Given the importandd1at it described as fundamental principles of humanity
of national institutions in promoting democracy and the ru@oMmon to both branches of law and applicable in all
of law, particularly in Africa, the international communitys'tuat'ons' In its view, the effectiveness of the existing

must facilitate the implementation of the Durban Declaratidf ©Visions of humanitarian and human rights law derived

adopted in July 1998 by the Second Regional Conferenceﬂb‘?m their specificities and any amalgamation might prove

African National Human Rights Institutions. detrimental.

55. The ratification of human rights instruments was not ar N.eve.rtheless, ICRC welcomed the growing mtere;t n
end in itself. The real challenge for States parties lay pimanitarian law among the organs of the United Nations
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system, notably the Commission on Human Rights and the urged the Yugoslav authorities and the Kosovar Albanian
Security Council. New protection measures adopted by those parties to the conflict to cooperate fully with the United
organs during the past decade included the presence of Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation
international observers from the Office of the High in Europe (OSCE).

Commissioner for Human Rights and the Department %f4_

. . New Zealand had welcomed the part recently played b
Peacekeeping Operations. w w P y play y

the Islamic Republic of Iran in regional human rights

60. Given the growing number of humanitarian initiatives but had been disappointed &ceee reports of
organizations active in conflict situations, there was a danger religious persecution, specifically the execution of some
of duplication of work. Moreover, there were disparities in  Baha'’is.

their working methods. Often the approaches wer

| but | ) | . His Government deplored the fact that Iraq continued
complementary, but it was important always to ensure t trefuse access to the Special Rapporteur and to ignore

each organization adopted the course of action most ”kelyrt(?quests by United Nations agencies for the admission of
benefit the victims of the conflicts. To that end, there must man rights monitors. He nonetheless welcomed the
close cooperation among the various actors involved agg ., nsion of the United Nations oil-for-food programme,
agreement as to the norms governing their operations. Inty h its provision of funds to enable Iraq to purchase

connection, ICRC had organized workshops open to manitarian supplies. However, he shared the frustration of

concedrnefd. AIreadIy, slsmgﬁ'prog]rceﬁs h.a?] Cl::)een made. i shecial Rapporteur at the Government's lack of
Rwanda, for example, the Office of the High Commissiongl,, e ation in the implementation of that humanitarian
for Human Rights and the ICRC delegation in the country h ogramme

devised a joint set of guidelines governing their respective _ _
activities in places of detention. Also, there were regul&6. Regarding Afghanistan, he was concerned by the

consultations between the Office of the High Commission&Pecial Rapporteur’s assessment that the human rights
and ICRC headquarters. situation had deteriorated further since his last report. New

61 C i i ati tal § tZealand urged the warring factions there to move towards a
' ooperation among organizations was vital Irom e, , -aq| resolution of their conflict.

ethical, legal and operational standpoints, since the victims

of conflicts had the right to the most effective protection th&t7- As to the African Great Lakes region, he regretted that
could be afforded. It was also important to avoid overlappir§assive population movements, as well as armed conflict,
and to eliminate disparities in the approaches adopted by #{gre contributing to violation of the human rights of many
various organizations where they proved to peeople in Burundi, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of
counterproductive. The international community must builhe Congo. With regard to the Sudan, New Zealand was
on its efforts in the fields of human rights and humanitariatioubled by reports of human rights violations, particularly

law in order to attain respect for all human rights at all time@f the rights of women and children. Moreover, it continued
in all places. to be disturbed by atrocities being committed in Algeria. He

) i ) urged the Algerian Government to engage disaffected political
62. M. Powles (New Zealand) said that his delegation Wagommunities in the State political process, whileagugizing

very ponperned at the detenorat,on of thg human _”ghltﬁe need to bring to justice those accused of crimes against
situation in Myanmar. Extremely serious violations contlnueﬁi1e population

to occur; they included political arrest, forced labour and _ N . .
summary executions. The Government's continuing failu@3.  Turning to the positive steps occurring elsewhere in the

to engage the opposition in political dialogue made it difficudvorid, he welcomed Indonesia’s commitment to improve
to see any prospect for national reconciliation. human rights and create a more open political environment.

63, In hi A/53/322 and Add.1 The release of political prisoners and greater media freedom
- In his most recent report ( an 1), th\‘I?/ere encouraging developments, and New Zealand looked

Spemal Rapporteur fpr the former Yugoslaw.a recorded SOMward to the passage of new electoral laws setting the stage
important progress since 1995, but emphasized that there SV the 1999 general elections. His Government also

remguned a h'gh level of disregard for h“”?a” rights and w elcomed the encouraging developments concerning East
particularly critical of the lack of cooperation on the part i

» o . ... _Timor which had been given impetus by the new Indonesian
State and local authorities in implementing positive

: S - eadership’s constructive approach.
developments in legislation and policies. The Government ofal P PP

Yugoslavia had recently taken some steps to comply with t€- He welcomed the holding of elections in Cambodia,
Security Council resolutions on the situation in Kosovo. H&hich had been broadly representative of the will of the
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Cambodian people. However, New Zealand had been troubled  rights. A body of new laws had considerably strengthened the
by the ongoing political disruption and serious human rights  prospects for a gradual implementation of the human rights
violations, including the impunity of those committing such  and fundamental freedoms of the Lao people.

violations. 76. Activities planned for the celebration of the fiftieth

70. Referring to Papua New Guinea, he acknowledged the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
progress made towards a resolution of the conflict in Human Rights would include dissemination of the Declaration
Bougainvlle. The Papua New Guinea Government and all and other international human rights instruments in the Lao
parties to the dispute had made significant steps in bringing language, the holding of a national meeting, issuance of postal
lasting and durable peace and, in the strong tradition of stamps and a further granting of amnesty to prisoners.

regional cooperation, New Zealand was working closely WitJl"|7_ Ms. Kerr (Australia) said that all the human rights

s n<_a|ghbou_rs :;ndgwth Pelx\r/l)ua_Neyv G(L;mea and was IOroudett‘?shrined in the Declaration must be protected, and one set
participate in the Peace Monitoring Group. of rights could not be championed at the expense of another.
1 Hi_s delegation welcomed China’s signature of the t . In Kosovo, it was crucial that efforts to bring about a
!nternaﬂonal COV‘*“?‘T“S on Human Rights, and ""_CknOWIGdgffgaceful settlemenhsuld be successful before the onset of
its steps towards ratification. Nevertheless, continued repov\;ﬁ]te

, A ) r.
of human rights violations remained a matter of concern.
Australia recognized the stated commitment of

L 79.

,72' A.S to nger!a, Ne'w Z.ealand. acknowleglged thﬁresident Khatami to the promotion and protection of human
improving human rights §|tuat|oq, Wr,"Ch was an 'mpo_rtarﬁghts in the Islamic Republic of Iran and welcomed in
St‘?P towards the resumption of Nigeria's membgrshlp in ,ﬂb%rticular the Government’s dissociation from the reward for
British Commonwealth, as would be the assumption of offiggi g saiman Rushdie. Nevertheless, serious human rights
of a democratically elected government in ME§93. problems remained, including the treatment of the Baha’i
73. On thematic questions, New Zealand supported the community.

priority given by the High Commissioner for Human Right

to economic, social and cultural rights and to the right t8eteriorating human rights situation throughout Afghanistan,

development. However, urgent gons!(jeratmn must be IVERq urged all Afghan factions to respect universal human
to ways of ensuring the sustainability of the treaty-bodryf

) ) ts standards and to establish safe conditions for the
sy;tem, andin that regard he weIcomeq the egtabhshmenpé’ umption of vitally needed humanitarian assistance.
an internal special task force and the review being undertaken
by the Commission on Human Rights. In the short to mediufit: Regarding Algeria, Australia had been encouraged in
term, efforts should centre on improving the reporting procedslly 1998 by the Government's readiness ézeive the
and enhancing coordination between the treaty bodies dagt-finding panel appointed by the Secretary-General and
other elements of the United Nations human rights systefipPed that the presidential elections in early 1999 would lead
New Zealand also strongly supported the region#® POsitive change and a decrease in violence.

arrangements which were evolving in connection with thg2  |n the case of Nigeria, she hoped for a peaceful
recent proliferation in national human rights institutiongansition to civilian government following the forthcoming
around the world. democratic elections.

74. Mr.Nuanthasing (Lao People’s Democratic Republic)g3.  Australia urged the Government of the Democratic
said that, in dealing with human rights issues, account sho@@public of the Congo to enable the United Nations human

be taken of the historical, socio-economic and CU|th@.ﬂghts investigations to continue as soon as possible.

background of each country. No country should impose . . . .
particular human rights standards on another. 84. Whilst acknowledging the increased number of trials

of those accused of genocide in Rwanda, she said that due

75. Sincethe country's foundation1975, his Government process of law should be applied in dealing with #teused.
had done its utmost to protect the human rights of th8 Her G | dthe G fCub
multi-ethnic Lao people. The Constitution had served as a" er Government also urge the Government oruba
basis for ensuring the people’s rights and for gradualg ensure freedpm (.Jf expression and ag'sembiylt'er alia .

transforming the country into one ruled by law. Th y reforming legislation so as to allow political parties, media

Government was restructuring the legal system, theref} dn?n-goviLn'nlentaltprgaln|fat|§nsdto fun<|:.t|ork1)|fr?ely?[.antlj
providing guarantees for the further promotion of humadeigir;‘g;n; with international standards applicable to pofitica

Her Government was deeply disturbed by the
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86. Australia urged the early ratification and incorporation  become one of the principal objectives of the United Nations,
into domestic law of the two International Covenants on human rights were primarily the responsibility of individual
Human Rights recently signed by China without significant nations.

reservations. Her Government encouraged the recent st@e_s
which Ch_ina had tak_en_to enhance coopera_tion with the Ofﬁ%mocratizing its society and had become a State where the
of the High Comm_ls_smner fqr Human_ nghts_and looke le of law prevailed. It therefore attached particular
forward to further visits to China by United Nations humaﬂnportance to human rights, had ratified most of the

rights officials. international human rights instruments and had acceded also

87. The recent welcome visit to Myanmar by the tothe relevant Council of Europe human mghentions.
Secretary-General’'s Special Representative should be the Similarly, the new Constitution, which provided for the
start of a constructive dialogue between the Government and international human rights treaties to be integrated into
the United Nations, leading to progress in the political and domestic law, afforded human rights guarantees for all
human rights situation. At the same time, Australia regretted citizens, while national legislation also guaranteed minorities
the continuing violation of human rights, including forced freedom of expression and the right to the free development
labour and the detention of opposition members. She called of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identities.
on the Government to release the political prisoners Also, Parliament had made reforms improving the judicial
unconditionally. system.

The Republic of Moldova had been engaged in

88. Regarding Indonesia, Australia welcomed the launch 93. All the elections held since independence had been free
of its national action plan on human rights and the and fair. Despite the economic and financial crisis, the
consolidation of the role of the Indonesian National Government was making considerable efforts to protect
Commission on Human Rights. Her Government had sought human rights, and had strengthened human rights institutions.
to assist Indonesia’s human rights efforts in practical ways, Itwas greatly appreciative of the assistance provided by the
including through comprehensive financial assistance for its  Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in the
National Commission, and had expanded its programme of field of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, and in
aid, recognizing that the economic crisis had made the the setting up of an ombudsman’s office. The dialogue
achievement of economic and social rights more difficult. between the Government and civil society on human rights

89 Australia also welcomed Cambodia’s efforts zﬂad recently been intensified, and efforts waneler way to

improving the country’s human rights situation, including aRromote human rights education and public awareness

action plan to combat child prostitution and traﬁicking?ampa'gns' Moreover, as part of the commemoration of the

improvements in education, and extension of the mandatearﬂ‘om'on of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a

the Phnom Penh Office of the High Commissioner Howevdpulti-volume edition of international human rights treaties

there remained much to be concerned about, including Has planned.

continuing problem of impunity, and her Government 94. However, democratization in the Republic of Moldova
therefore welcomed the appointment by the Secretary-General was being adversely affected by the actions of the separatist
of a group of experts to evaluate human rights violations regime in the east of the country, which was continuing to
committed by the Khmer &uge and options for bringing the  violate the human rights of the Moldovan population there.
perpetrators to justice. Australia urged all parties to accept Moldovan citizens who lived in the separatist-controlled
the results of the July 1998 elections and to make the region could not vote in elections, use the courts and
compromises necessary to establish a workable government.  participate in Moldova’s economic reforms. Nor could they

90. As a friendly neighbour of Papua New Guineastudytheir mother tongue or even use the Latin alphabet.

Australia welcomed the positive developments in 95. Despite many appeals to the separatist regime in the
Bougainville, and in particular commended all the parties for eastern region, the members of the llascu group had not yet
having respected a cessation of hostilities since OctdB87 been set free. They had been imprisathegklly in 1992 and,

and a ceasefire since Ma@98. Her Government continued despite the fact that llie llascu himself had in the meantime
to give strong support to reconciliation and respect for human been elected to tevdnlParliament for a second term,
rights, through both its aid programme and its involvement he remained in detention.

in the multinational peace-monitoring force. 96. The Government of the Republic of Moldova

91. Mr. Chirinciuc (Republic of Moldova) said that, nevertheless reaffirmed its desire to restart negotiations,
although the promotion and protection of human rights had

10
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provided the principle of territorial integrity was taken asa 102. By their forcible expulsion from their ancestral homes,
given. over 200,000 Cypriots had been denied their property; also,

97. Mr. Zackheos (Cyprus) said that further effort Wassettlers from Turkey were still coming in, breaching the fourth

required in promoting and protecting human rights, and Statggneva Convention df949 by changing the de”.mg“?‘phic
must therefore have the political will to accede to thalructure of Cyprus. He noted, however, that the situation had

international human rights conventions and to implemeFHSO Ie(_j to the emlgratlo_n Ofat_h"d of the Turkish _Cypr_lot
them in full. Any reservations should be limited to specifi ®Pulation from the occupied territory. Also, the Turkish side
provisions had recently intensified its campaign to expropriate the

property of Greek Cypriot refugees, in violation of

98. The Government of Cyprus fully supported the work Ghternational law. However, in a judgment of the European
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and welcomed hegurt of Human Rights in 1996, Turkey had beeurfd gilty
report. However, while sharing her view that positivey yiolating the property rights of a Greek Cypriot refugee.
engagement could be fruitful in situations where human righig,e judgment had confirmed that all refugees remained the
were being violated, it believed also that there should be gQuners of their property in the occupied part of Cyprus, from
impunity for the perpetrators of gross violations of humaghich they had been forcibly expelled. Indeed, in a further
rights. Thus, the Government welcomed the efforts §9ggmentin Julyl998 in the same case, the Court had decided
establish the International Criminal Court and supported t t Turkey must pay the applicant substantial compensation.
European Court of Human Rights. However, such institutiong,e Government hoped that the judgment would be

CO_U'd succged only if politicql ex.pediency was not alloweghplemented in accordance with the established practice of
to interfere in the delivery of justice. the Council of Europe.

99. He informed the Committee that negotiations for thgg3, The Government was particularly concerned about the
accession of Cyprus to the European Union had begun thgficlaved” Greek Maronites in the occupied area. He quoted
very day in Brussels; Cyprus was ready to take the necessggyensively from the report of the Secretary-General
steps to ensure that the negotiations succeeded. In g 996/411), which statediter alia that the Greek Cypriots
connection, he pointed out that one of the crucial conditiongg Maronites living in the northern part of the island were
for such accession involved the applicant’s human riglfipjected to limitation of many basic freedoms, which had the
record; Cyprus had long been ready to meet that challenggfect that inexorably, with the passage of time, those
The Government was sure that membership in the Europe&inmunities would cease to exist. The situation had indeed
Union would contribute to the development and welfare of aflorsened: the Maronite presence in one village had been
Cypriots and ensure that they enjoyed the highest standafglgninated in the intervening period. He called on the Turkish
of human rights. side to respond by implementing the recommendations of the
100. In that spirit, the President had invited the TurkisHnited Nations Peace-keeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP)
Cypriot community to participate in the negotiations; althougeontained in document S/1995/1020.

that invitation had been welcomed by the European Union 884, He expressed deep regret that theitfamof missing
fair and generous, it had unfortunately been rejected Brsons in Cyprus still did not know the fate of their loved
Turkey and by the Turkish Cypriot leadership. ones. The Secretary-General reported (S/1998/488, para. 23)

101. The Government was dedicated to creating a societytit@t because the Turkish Cypriot side had refused to discuss
which respect for human rights was paramount. It had maggangements for the return of the remains of Greek Cypriot

great efforts and had many achievements in the human right¥ Turkish Cypriot missing persons, no progress had been
field, as had been amply demonstrated in the conclusions@@de towards implementation of the July 1997 agreement
the various treaty bodies on the reports which Cyprus hgtween the two sides on humanitarian issues.

submitted to them. However, despite the Governmenti$s. He renewed his Government’s appeal to all concerned,
efforts, the basic human rights of Cypriots continued to Bearticularly Turkey, to take the necessary steps to resolve
violated as a result of the crime perpetrated by Turkey {ghat was indeed a purely humanitarian issue, and appealed
1974: one third of Cypriot territory wasti# under egspeciallyto the Turkish Cypriots to implement the July 1997
occupation, and a large Turkish force had conducted a poligyreement and show commitment to the work on missing

of ethnic cleansing there. The Government believed that opgrsons, thereby helping to end the agony of uncertainty that
effect of international inaction against that crime could bgad beset the families of the missing for so long.

seen in its subsequent re-enactment in other parts of the
world.

11
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106. The deliberate and extensive destruction by Turkey of women'’s rights had been promoted and national mechanisms
the Greek Cypriot cultural and religious heritage in the for protecting and promoting human rights, particularly the
occupied area was of great concern to his Government and, freedom of expression, had been fostered.

he believed, to the international community. He referred o,

. . : In connection with the draft resolution being prepared
a report inThe New York Timesf 1 April 1998 that, g prep

ding to E lice | tigat the d i t_on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
according to European police investigators, the despoliatl n, sponsored by the States members of the European

of Greek Orthodox churches n the_occup|ed area h_ad be@ﬂion, the Government believed that international monitoring
one of the most systematic art-looting operations since tb\%s not warranted; however, it was prepared to reach a

Second World War. consensus with the sponsors and had promised that it would
107. The litter experience of the Greek Cypriot community cooperate fully with the human rights mechanisms.

had made its members understand that respect for human, - \eyertheless, the Government believed that there
rights was an obligation that must be fulfilled for the sake cghould be some light at the end of thetel: there should be

;utu;\e genehra(';l%ns; thus, th;l V|en_na ?ec:]araglon and PlatfoWm:entives for cooperation with human rights mechanisms,
or Action had become a blueprintfor the Government. o4 he criteria for “graduation” should be known.

108. Mr. Ziaran (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that there International monitoring should not be seen as the only
were many flaws in United Nations human rights activities, solution: the tasktdtitienalizing human rights protection

which were influenced to a large extent by the economic and could not succeed unless national institutions were given a
political interests of a minority. Thus, double standards had chance to take the lead.

become well-known features of the system. Also, UnitePl4 Lastl, he expressed his appreciation to the

Na'gons spemal procedures in Fhe b T'ght.s ficld We[Kternational Committee of the Red Cross for assisting in the
arbiirary with regard to the selection of countriasjgements return of the bodies of the Iranian diplomats murdered in

of progress and decisions on ending monitoring: almoﬁjghanistan by Taliban forces
everything was at the mercy of the “sponsors”, self-declare ) _ - _
Champions of human r|ghts that used the machineig.s. Mr. Sarna|k (Ind|a.) said that there had been rapld

unstintingly in their own short-term interests, doing humafi€velopment in the rights-based approach within the United
rights no good at all. Nations system, of which the report of the High

09. Ch b h _.Commissioner (A/53/36) provided a useful survey of the past
109. ange wasatessary because the system was gett'QQar. The scope of that approach varied according to context:

nowhere and its cre.dibili.tylwo.uld be seriously'tainted in thfﬁe legal basis for the rights of the child and those of women
eyes of world public opinion if the trend continued. Therﬁ/ere clearly established under the relevant conventions,

was, however, no need to d|smantle_the system: rat.her, ,huna\?rﬂareas the right to development was most clearly articulated
rights, as the concern of every nation and every individu the Declaration on the Right to Development
should be emancipated from control by those who wou '

portray themselves as “knights in shining armour”. Thus, ddé.6. The rights-based approach was clearly appropriate in
consideration must be given to alternative approaches; dh¢ case of basic civil rights such as the right to
that applied especially to the establishment of national humB@n-discrimination and the right to equality, which were dealt
rights mechanisms, which could contribute significantly, aith at the national level. However, the implications of that

could technical assistance and advisory services, human righ®roach as it applied to economic, social and cultural rights,
education and public awareness campaigns. development and the sharing of obligations at the national and

) ._international levels were less evident, particularly in the case
110. The Government was fully committed to promonngfdeveloping countries

human rights, following the supreme teachings of Islam that

human rights were celestial in origin and it was thereforkl7. His Government supported the rights-based approach

fitting to protect them. insofar as it implied that both civil and political rights and

111 f hi far t hievi I economic, social and cultural rights were inherent to the
- Of course, his country was far from achieving all itg, ; iq, 5| or the collective rather than conferred by an act of

objectives; its society was not immaculate. However, theWelfare or charity. That approach was based on an accepted

had b-een S|gnéf|cant Erlpgress an(:] there was a, strolquy of law, and respect for human rights was independent
commitment and great diligence on the Government's pag; country’'s resources or level of development. India had

Over _the past year, de_m_ocratlc !r_lstltutlor_ls_ ha_d be%’éver mortgaged democracy for development and the
consolidated, more active civil and political participation had

been encouraged, the rule of law had been reinforced,

12
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elimination of poverty, nor had it made human rights action rather than merely a means of stripping the
contingent on development. disadvantaged of the little dignity that they had by holding up

118. However, where the inability to enjoy human rights wdg'29€s of the strong as a measure of their own inadequacy.

related to underdevelopment, rights alone were not sufficied23. In concluding, he wished to comment on two of the
Development based on democracy and popular participation reports before the Committee. His delegation supported the
and backed by adequate resources which were, in themselves, recommendations contained in the report of the Special
considered as a right, was essential to a rights-based approach  Rapporteur on religious intolerance (A/53/279), particularly
that maintained responsibility for guaranteeing the exercise his balanced approach and his recommendation to redesignate
of human rights at the international level, rather than reducing his mandate to focus not only on religious intolerance but also
the international community’s role merely to monitoring and on freedom of religion and belief.

enforcing civil and political rights. 124. With regard to the situation of human rights in

119. Several structural factors, including the debt burden, Afghanistan, the chilling detail of the accounts contained in
poor terms of trade and inadequate technology and managerial the report of the Special RapporteGB9})/aBH the
expertise, limited the exercise of human rights in the countries  independent corroboration thereof, concerning the violation
affected by those problems. The Vienna Declaration and of the rights of the Hazara minority were extremely
Programme of Action recognized that human rights were a  worrisome. The international community could not continue
legitimate concern of the international community; however, to ignore that situation ondbadyg that it concerned a
concern must be complemented by solidarity and cooperation, far-distant coundgearde other economic interests were
including cooperation for development. at stake. A strong resolution should be the beginning of a

120. Seeking to clarify the concept of the right t&oncertedstrategyto make the situation in Afghanistan more

development, he said that that right had been presaged by?ﬁgeptable'

preamble of the Charter in the phrase “to promote social 1¥8s. Kalajdzisalihovic (Bosnia and Herzegovina) said
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom”. It was that she disagreed with the comments of the Special
the right of the poor to escape poverty and of the Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Bosnia and
underdeveloped to realize their human rights fully. At the Hgox@a, Croatia and Ygoslavia (A/53/322 and Add.1)

country level, itinvolved access to development resources at  that the situation in all those countries had deteriorated. In her
existing levels; however, it was as important to address the country, that situation had impreaeel Was taking hold,
imbalances and distortions at the international level that and the implementation of the Dayton Agreement was having
affected the right to development. It was not enough to ensure  a gradutjgimspact. One of the latest achievements had

that all citizens received a fair share of the national “cake”, been the holdirepogful and democratic general elections
whatever its size; there was also a need to create conditions throughout Bosnia argbMieiezdargely the result of the

under which developing auntries and their citizens, improvements in the situation of human rights. Those
individually and collectively, could enlarge the “cake” and improvements included the promotion of independent media,
close the gap between the developed world and their own.  increased freedom of movement, ongoing local police

121. Official development assistance was only tokerr(;_structuring and the arrival at_the Inte_rnation_al Criminal
acknowledgement that the poor had a right to improve '[he-ﬂ:'_bu_nal for the fc_)rr_ner Yugoslavia o_f an increasing number
standard of living and that the wealthy owed something to tlﬁ)émd'c_ted war criminals. Without the mte_rnanonal presence,
poor. The right to development did not constitute a claim f&Pose improvements would have been impossible.
compensation for the exploitation of the developing world — 126. Much work remained taddyes, however, in
though as a corollary of the rights-based approach such a implementing some of the key provisions of the Agreement.
claim could not be ruled out — but rather a recognition that Her Government was gravely concerned in particular over key
the wealthy had a duty to the poor based not on charity but on  provisions on the return of refugees, full cooperation with the
the right to live in dignity. The moral force commanded by the International Tribunal and the strengthening of the common
relevant bodies of the United Nations system would be crucial institutions. The return of refugees and internally displaced
in giving credibility to that recognition. persons was crucial to achieving a lasting peace and the
development of a multi-ethnic democratic State. Regrettably,

spite the stipulation in the Agreement that all of the 1.4

illion refugees and displaced persons weréleutto return

9their homes of origin, that right had been exercised only by

122. Indicators and benchmarks in the field obeomic,

social and cultural rights must take into account not on
varying levels of development but also national an
international obligations; they must be instruments for joirli
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400,000. A comprehensive return, particularly to minoritg32. Ms. Sinegiorgis (Ethiopia) said that, as a least
areas, was the cornerstone of a democratic Bosnia and developed country, Ethiopia attached particular importance
Herzegovina. to the right to development and its effective implementation.

127. Regarding cooperation with the International Tribunah',er delegation therefore welcomed the widening recognition
ﬁ,'the right to development as integral to all other human

although there had been some improvement in coopera’u?_) b h ith satisfaction th ) ithin th
by the Serbian entity in Bosnia and Herzegovina, a lar ights and had noted with safisfaction the adoption within the

number of indictees still remained at large. Her GovernmeH{itéd Nations system of the rights-based approach to

would continue its endeavours to secure full cooperation g?vr?lopment. T_he dec_ls:jon bydthe Comm|SS|onhon Huhman
all political units within Bosnia and Hergevina, for until all 'ghts to appoint an independent expert on the right to

war criminals were brought to justice, the process &evelopmentwas not only encouraging, but also demonstrated

reconciliation would be significantly imperiled. Anotherthe momentum the issue had gained.
essential segment of that process was the more than 19,000 133. Ethiopia had been embroiled in a civil war for some 30
missing persons, whose fate should be clarified. years, during which time serious violations of human rights

128. Mr. Rocanas (Greece) said that his delegation fu”)pad been committed. After the fall of the military regime in

supported the statement made by the representative of Austrip 1. her Government had contted itself to _restor_ing _
on behalf of the European Union. respect for human rights and had adopted strict legislative

measures to that end. Ethiopia was a party to 15 international
129. Referring to the situation of human rights in Cyprus, Ngyman rights instruments and its Constitution provided that
said that some delegations argued that Cyprus was thrivigghstitutional provisions dealing with human rights must be
economically and that the problem in Cyprus was not gterpreted in conformity with the principles of those
serious as in other parts of the world. Yet human rights wefigsiruments. Recognizing that additional measures were
non-selective and indivisible: a violation of the human righ{ecessary to ensure de facto enjoyment of human rights, her
that had not been redressed remained a violation, no maigdyernment was currently establishing human rights
how much time had passed. The time and scale factors Wg{itutions and creating a post of human rights ombudsman.
irrelevant when dealing with human rights. That was ongngse developments would mark a major advance in the

reason why the international community had proclaimed thgtomotion and protection of human rights in Ethiopia.
the situation in Cyprus was unacceptable and could only be

resolved in accordance with the relevant resolutions of tt]rgd" Respect for hFJ_”?a” ng_hts requireeoe and_ stability.
United Nations. However, the hostilities which had broken out in northern

Ethiopia in May 1998 following a naked act of aggression by
130. The long list of flagrant violations of human rights ifne Eritrean Government had led to grave violations of human
which the Turkish armed forces had been systematicafiynts. At the outset of the conflict, Eritrean forces had
engaged since 1974 had been described by the representaipi@ped two Ethiopian towns, deliberately targeting civilian
of Cyprus. The situation remained alarming. It was not onkyilities, resiting in the death and maiming of hundreds of
the rights of the Greek Cypriots and the Maronites that Weggjlians, including children. Subsequently, more than 30,000
being systematically violated; Turkish Cypriots did not havgthjopians had been expelled from Eritrea, while others were
the right to express their views or to pursue regular conta@ging detained against their will both in Eritrea and in the
with members of the Greek Cypriot community and could n@fccupied areas and subjected to torture, beatings, rape and
be represented or participate in the negotiations on the futysgimidation. A number of civilians had died from
membership of Cyprus in the European Union. In recegkphyxiation after being incarcerated in unventilated cargo
years, many Turkish Cypriots had been leaving the island, ag@htainers. More than 300,000 Ethiopians living in the
were being replaced by settlers who were dispatched to $h&upied areas had been displaced and were now completely
occupied territories in the framework of a well-planned policyestitute. Others had been forced to take Eritrean nattgna
of ethnic cleansing and colonization. while young men were being forcibly conscripted into the
131. The Cyprus problem could not simply lgmored or invading army.
allowed to fester as a dangerous precedent; his delegati§;. Meanwhile, the Eritrean Government was attempting
called on the international community to be vigilant and og, manipulate international public opinion by making false
Turkey to act in a responsible manner, in accordance with thgcysations of violations of the rights of Eritreans residing in
relevant international standards. Ethiopia. It was true that her Government, as was its

sovereign right, had taken precautionary measures against

Eritrean individuals and organizations engaged in clandestine
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activities which undermined the security of Ethiopia, but the satisfactory. In tmatexction, she informed the Committee
allegations of mass expulsions were unfounded. Indeed, over thatthe Repubdiceddmia had adopted a declaration on
a quarter of a million Eritreans continued to live and work gender equality in the decision-making process.

peacefully in Ethiopia. Although Eritrea was not a party to tIﬁ'f40. Her delegation considered that the Declaration on the

194.'9 Ge’?e_"a Ghver_mons, It h_ad amoral dl.Jty o c_omply V‘_"thR'ghts of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious
their provisions, which constituted established internation

the Eritrean Government to halt the gross violations of thﬁ : A

) o 2 . _ ere highly significant
human rights of Ethiopians residing in Eritrea and in thﬁ ghty sig
territories illegally occupied by that country.

; furthermore, the participation of
on-governmental organizations in that work was an
important step in the protection for minorities’ rights.

136. Mrs. Cvetanovska(The former Yugoslav Republic of  Similarly, her delegation welcomedehemt adoption by the
Macedonia) said that, in the 50 years since the adoption of the Council of Europe of the Framesmedntion for the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an impressive Protection of National Minorities and the European Charter
structure of human rights standards had been created that had for Regional or Minority Languages. It was especially
guided the constitutions and legislation of many countries, important that the Framework Convention had been signed
including her own. Adopting standards was of course only one by the countries of south-eastern Europe, including her own:
condition for the effective enjoyment of human rights, but the that commitment to mé®r rights would enhance

further development of standards should neverthelessegad confidence and promote good-neighbourly relations among

and they should reinforce those already in existence. Thus, the countries of the region. Another welcome development
she welcomed the work on the draft optional protocols to the was the commencement of political dialogue with those
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination  countries of south-eastern Europe, including the Republic of
against Women and to the Convention against Torture andaceédonia, that had expressed an interest in joining the
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment. Also, it was European Union. She hoped that the process would intensify
fitting that the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal inthe near future.

Declarat.ion should *?e marked by the.a.d.optior.l Of_ the dralfﬁl. Her delegation feoured strengthening the mandate and
declaration on the right and responsibility of 'nd'v'dualsactivities ofthe Office of the High Commissioner for Human

groups and organs of society to promote and pmteﬁﬁghts, was pleased with the leadership shown by Mrs.

universally recognized human rights and funOI"J‘mentﬂlobinson and gave the High Commissioner and her Office its
freedoms (A/C.3/53/L.5).

full support in the hope that the Universal Declaration of
137. She applauded the growing ogmition that human Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration and Programme
rights, democracy and development went hand in hand: while  of Action would be implemented in full in the years ahead.
the best preconditions for economic and social progress were

democracy and the rule of law, improving economic angtatements in exercise of the right of reply

social conditions had a favourable impact through |mproveld42' Mr. Abdelhalim (Sudan) welcomed the fact that the

observance of civil and political rights and decreased tensi(r)g resentative of Austria. speaking on behalf of the European
in societies. Thus, the Declaration on the Right t P P 9 P

. . nion, had recognized the Sudanese Government'’s efforts in
Development should be further affirmed and implemented IR . ' .
e human rights field. The European Union was also aware

full. . , i .

of his Government’s efforts to find a peaceful and lasting
138. She emphasized the plight of childremdlved in armed solution that would address the root causes of the conflict. In
conflicts, being used as child labour and suffering sexugiat connection, the Government was seeking to ensure full
abuse, and called for maximum engagement in preventidgmocratic participation, particularly since the adoption of
such occurrences; the most important thing was to eliminate new Constitution and the Political Parties Act, whereby
the causes, which frequently had to do with povertpolitical parties would be able to begin their adtii@s in
underdevelopment, lack of education and the like. January 1999.

139. Her Government believed that much remained to h@3. The reports of human rights violations mentioned by the
done in the area of gender equality, altigh the results of the representative of Austria had originated within certain
deliberations within the United Nations system and the wokkell-known circles whose secret objectives were to inflame
of the international organizations themselves wen@e war and bring devastation to the Sudanese people.
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144. The statement by the representative of the United States on a basis of mutual respectlapdeayagier to promote

on human rights violations in the Sudan was baseless and mutual understanding, narrow differences and promote the
unacceptable: the Sudan, together with all other African international cause of human rights. However, it was opposed
States, knew very well that for the United States human rights  to some countries’ practice within the United Nations, based
meant politicization and double standards as a tool for on a cold-war mindset, of accusing others on human rights
coercion, interference and pre-emption of other States’ right questions and regretted that a few Western coudtiies had

to chose their own ways and means of conducting their affairs.  so against China and other developirigcin a manner

The policies and practices of the United States were the inconsistent with dialogue and cooperation on human rights.
greate_st enemy of human rights, and it was hard to fprget ”1%9. When discussing human rights in United Nations

the l_Jmted State_s had b_een the bac_kbone of apartheid, a Cr\‘m‘%ms, delegations should first look to the violations
agaln_st hymamty. Itrejected the ”ght to dev_elopment, thlé%curring in their own countries: his delegation hoped that
standing in the way of the developing world in general ar't‘I‘J1ey would have the courage to talk about those too. He

Africa in particular. It was ironic to hear the United State?eminded the Committee that China was party to 17
talk about human rights, given its lack of credibility and moralhternational human rights conventions, including the

standing both at home and abroad. Convention on the Rights of the Child and therwention on

145. Inthat onnection, he noted that, according to arecent the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
report by Amnesty International, there was a persistentand Women, in contrast to the United States, which was party to
widespread pattern of human rights violations in the United  veryfew indeed and to those only with many reservations. His
States, where thousands of people were subjected to delegation hoped that the United States would accede to the
deliberate brutality; racism was contributing to the denial of other conventions also.

the fundamental rig.hts of c_oqntles; men, women and childrelnj-'o' On the ocasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the

and the overwhe'lmlng majquty vau.:t!ms I many areas Wergdoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, his
members of racial or ethnic minorities. delegation called on the Western countries to give up their

146. His ountry had been the victim of United States actions  cold-war mindsets and confrontational practidesuddd s
against the Sudanese people’s human rights in the destruction return to dialogue and cooperation in order to contribute to
of the Shifa pharmaceutical factory in flagrant violation of the promotion of human rights.

international law. The attack had been universall
condemned, and had been judged at a recent meeting ofa
Group of 77 to be in violation of the Sudan’s right t

51. Mr. Ferndndez Palacios (Cuba) said that his
?egation regretted having to reply to the allegations made

devel t The destructi £ the bh tical f too the representative of Canada, a country with which Cuba
evelopment. The destruction otthe pharmaceutical fac O‘;&aintained a mutually beneficial dialogue and a productive

had worsened the-hum.amtanan situation .thro.ughout t Sationship. The dialogue also covered human rights in the
Sudan and especially in the south, a situation furthRX,

aggravated by United States unilateral sanctions. The Unite

States was responsible for prolonging the war in the Sud&f2. Although Cuba recognized the progress made in human
through its policy of destabilization, which had broughEightS in Canada, nevertheless the conditions under which the
misery and death to innocent people. The Sudan was prd0digenous people and other minorities were forced to live
to be in the forefront of human rights, guided by its traditioné1ere — at the bottom of society, sunk in poverty, deprived
and values. In connection with human rights violations, H¥ their cultures and ancestral rights, including ownership of

recalled the maxim that those who lived in glass hous# land on which they had lived for generations — continued
should not throw stones. to be a cause of special concern for many Cubans.

countries.

147. Mr. Shen Guofang (China) said that in recent daysl53- In response to the statement by the representative of
representatives of Norway, of European Union membéwustralia, his delegation called on that country to stop taking
States, the United States and some other countries had mg§es to limit the scope of international human rights treaties
groundless accusations against China which his delegatf8nwhich it was party. Also, his delegation continued to be
rejected outright: in China, the rule of law prevailed and théonhcerned at the alarmingly high rate of deaths in custody in
Government had always attached great importance to #igstralia, especially amongst Aborigines and Torres Strait

protection of basic human rights and fundamental freedonglanders. Those minorities, some two per cent of the

148. Chi i K with oth . population, were extraordinarily over-representedagst
' Ina was Wing to work with other ountries, engage o prison population and were particularly likely to suffer

in dialogue and exchange views on human rights question,ses. The Cuban Government expected that the Australian
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authorities would have much to learn from Cuba’sifegate  consolidating the rule of law and democracy as an expression
concerns. of its people’s sovereign will. Human rights were no

154. Mr. Mesdoua (Algeria) said that the representative$CUNtY's monopoly; every country needed to promote human

of New Zealand, Canada and Australia had reviewed thig@nts objectively and with no double standards.

human rights situations in various parts of the world without58. Mr. Choe Myong Nam (Democratic People’s

proper care for the impartiality that ought to obtain in the Republic of Korea) rejected the preposterous allegations by
discussion of such sensitive matters as human rights. the representative of the United States about the human rights

155. The representative of New Zealand would have beaiﬁuation in the Demaocratic People’s Republic: that statement
well advised to recall his own country’s recent history ofad Peen a purely political ploy and worthless in terms of

relations with its indigenous people, whose worrying situatiotﬁuman rights. As was the case for most Of_ the countries
was a matter of concern to the international community: r’ﬁccused on human rlghts_ grounds by the United States, the
terms of access to land, education, employmeatising and slander was politically motivated. The United States had been

health services, they were the most deprived of all NeWing to isqlate the De_mocratic P_eople’s Rep_u_blic_ politically,
Zealanders, and while they were almost unrepresentedsl‘r’]ﬁocate it economically and _|solate it militarily _for _the
terms of conducting the business of the State, they were tng\pIe reason that the Democratic People’s Republic did not

worst affected by social problems such as alcoholism, drf@lp_w the Unl_ted Stgtes blindly or surrender to its power
addiction, delinquency and incarceration. politics or arbitrary will.

156. To the statement by the representative of Canada,lr’lf_bg_' T_he _“hur_nan rights pro_blem” in hisou_ntry was a
replied that Canada was not without shortcomings in i{gbncatlon issuing from the United States policy of isolating

human rights record; its human rights violations were Iegioﬁ,n(;j_ st|f|I|r_19 the E:jemocrhatlc _Peqple S _R:apubhc ‘_N_'t?j a \ge\yI]V
particularly against its indigenous and minority population§9 Issolving it and overthrowing its social system: indeed the

many of whose rights were denied. Also, the representativ %e_ll hum_an rights ab‘%se lay in that pqlicy. In his count_ry,
statement had contained a number of inaccuracies: firstly\’ihICh maintained a philosophy of keeping the human being

he gave the representative the benefit of the doubt asqrothe centre of its concern, everyone enjoyed the human rights

whether the statement had been made in bad faith or mergwj fun(.jak:neptal freedoms ensh;:nled In rt1he mternatlon'al
in ignorance of the real situation in Algeria — amﬁuman rights instruments. Nevertheless, the representative

“humanitarian situation” in Algeria existed only in the minoOf the United States had claimed that there were problems in

of the representative of Canada. Secondly, on the secumﬁ human rights situation there by adducing the problem of
front, objective and alert observers of the situatiofustenance as an example. Meanwhile, it intentionally ignored

contradicted the representative. Thirdly, his delegation dme fact 'that It was the congtant military thr.eat and harsh
not see why the convergence ofiial and religious events economic sanctions emanating from the United States that

should be cause for concern: Algeria was preparing for thgere the primary obstacle to the enjoyment of fundamenta}l
forthcoming presidential elections in all tranquillity and f0trlghts arld freedoms by the people of the Democratic People’s

the month of Ramadan — which Algeria would celebrat'éueIOUbIIC of Korea.

along with the rest of the Muslim world — with fervour.160. Also, the representative of the United States had failed
Lastly, his delegation was astonished by and objected to any to say that the Government had been doing its utmost to
suggestion that the panel of eminent persons, which the ensuite#ss enjoyment of human rights or that because
Government had invited to Algeria, had said that cooperation ofthose efforts and despite temporary difficulties imposed by
should be extended to other parts of the United Nations several consecutive years of natural disasters and the artificial
human rights machinery: Algeria already enjoyed relations obstacles imposed by the United States, the support and trust
with those mechanisms and had not needed advice from ofthe citizens of the Democratic People’s Republic for their
Canada or any other country before establishing such Government were boundless. Of course, the representative
relations. had had to ignore those facts if he was to spread his

157. Thatthe representatives of Australia, Canada and NG§VErNment's customary fabrications about human rights
Zealand had failed to deplore the terrorism which the peopfiPlations in the Democratic People’s Republic.

of Algeria were confronting with determination and courage 161. It was disgusting that the United Staites jtself
disqualified them from referring to any human rights situation up as a human rights judge, should accuse an array of other
in any country, least of all Algeria: they had turned a blind eye  countries on the basis of their human rights records: while it
to the remarkable progress that Algeria had made in constantly urged other countries to respect human rights, the
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United States lagged far behind others in implementation of targeting civilians, but in Eritrea’s retaliatory aerial bombing,
human rights standards. It had never been honest enoughto which the Ethiopian Prime Minister, in the same BBC
discuss its own human rights problems openly, and its silence interview, had said was targeted on schools, Eritrea had
on those matters did not indicate perfection; rather, it destroyed MIG jets, helicopter gunships and a transport plane,
demonstrated the reverse: while the United States accused which were hardly school equipment.

other countries, 26 m|I_I|(_)n of its own people were starvingygg - Theaccusations that Eritrea had expelled Ethiopians
over 40 million were living below the poverty line and 47from Eritrea were false, and he defied the representative of
million could not obtain health care. Also, _tens bbUsands_ I?thiopiato prove that reports by European Union missions,
of coloured people were daily subjected to racigl,yoy Nations agencies, the High Commissioner for Human

dls_cr|m|nat|on a_md many were V|ct|r_n_s OfV'OIGm crime. Th%ights, the Secretary-General, the Prime Minister of Sweden
prison population was over one million, the highest rate Ahd Amnesty International were faked

incarceration in the world. Degrading treatment of prisoners,
particularly rape of female prisoners, and cruel punishmeh$6. The Iwoklet and paper produced by the Ethiopian

with 50,000 volts of electricity were rife. The United State&elegation on Eritrea’s alleged atrocities were not worth the
also had a disgraceful human rights record abroad: sinéapPer they were written on, as they were products of the
1776, it had beemivolved in over 70 wars resulting in theSinister propaganda machine inherited from the former
death of untold numbers of people. The same was going Bitary regime. Thus, they were not the work of independent

today in areas where United States troops were stationedhird parties, unlike the report on the mass expulsion of
g%treans from Ethiopia annexed to document

162. Those andthe many other human right.s violations Whiglhs 31494 5/1998/949. The allegations they contained were
the Government of the Umtegl States.comm.ltted at home e, and demonstrably so. The so-called letters of complaint
abroad were degp!y rooted.|.n Its pohcy, which espoused t Sainst the High Commissioner for Human Rights had been
law of the jungle in its compiétion for existence. Because Oforchestrated by the Government of Ethiopia in retaliation for

Its notorious hgman rights rgcord, Wh'Ch was aIre.ady Mfar denunciation of its violation of the human rights of
focus of attention from the international community, the ... 0o o0q Ethiopians of Eritrean origin

United States had been selected by Amnesty International for o
investigation during its annual human rights campaign. Th&7. Furthermore, on 8 November 1998, the Organization
the United States was criticizing other countries’ huma®f African Unity (OAU) high-level delegation on the dispute

rights records while under investigation itself was a case Bgtween Eritrea and Ethiopia, meeting in Ouagadougou, had
the “pot calling the kettle black”. issued a press release reporting the adoption of a set of

- . . roposals constituting elements of a framework agreement
163. Mr. Al-Humaimidi (Iraq) S':T“d that_the representatlve% a peaceful settlement of the dispute between Ethiopia and
of Canada and New Zealand in particular had spoken f

. o . ) Blitrea. Yet the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia had claimed that
human rights violations in Irag, but their words had merelésAU had called for the withdrawal of Eritrean troops from

been tiresome repetitions of the accusations of the Spec(ﬁlé Badme region. The Eritrean Government, for its part, had

Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Iraq which tI'\gsued a statement which had reflected the OAU press release,

deleggtion of Iraq had rebutted during the discussion of ﬂl)gcognizing that OAU had called on both sides to reflect on
Special Rapporteur's report (A/53/433). The ties the talking points handed over to them. Delegations must

pro.p.aganda WhICh the representatives had.t.echoed Side which Government to believe.
politically motivated and was intended to destee the o . .
political and national unity of Iraq and change the Iract68- The Ethiopian Government’s claim that Eritreans and

regime. That purpose had nothing whatsoever to do with théhiopians of Eritrean origin whose human rights it had
human rights situation in Iraq. violated were spies had already received an adequate reply.

The representative of Ethiopia had also accused Eritrea of

164. Mr. Tekle (Eritrea) sa}id thaF the charges of aggressi eting civilians. Nothing could be further from the truth.
that had been levelled against Eritrea had already been amgly;ite the United Nations or any other organization to

answered in the Third Committee, the First Commltte_e a%%nd verification teams to his country and challenged the
the General Assembly. However,
Ethio_pia} had referred to aerial bombing by I_Eritrea With_oiluggested that delegatiortsosild compare Eritrea’s human

mentioning that her own country had struck first. Her P”mﬁghts record since its independence in 1993 with that of

Minister had tacitly accepted as much in an interview with th§thiopia during the same period and that they should refer
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on 15 Jul998.

The representative of Ethiopia had accused Eritrea of
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also to the reports issued by Human Rights Watch and by the M3 Arda (Turkey) said that the allegations made
State Department of the United States of America. annually by the representative of Greece were an abuse of the
ki\‘g)mmittee’s time and patience. The division of Cyprus had

some delegations’ practice of referring to human righ ken place 25 years previously when Greek Cypriot leaders,
violations committed in many countries other than their ow/PPENY encouraged and supported by the Greek Government,

For example, the representative of Canada had alleged t_ﬂﬁq atte_mpted to c_han_gg a c_onstitutional order e_stablished_ by
the Government of Malaysia detained political opponents aHHerna_tlonal treaties, '”!“a““g a ploody campaign of ethnic
others without trial and restricted freedom of speech ar%eanimg and, by so io'gg' d'c‘l"d'ng the |sdland. In 1974, the
assembly under that country’s Internal Security Act. That a&ree Gove_rnment ad made a s?cop attempt tq annex
had been passed by the Malaysian Parliament, as any S yprus. In view _of that vaernments direct respon5|b|I|'§y
had the right to do, in its efforts to protect citizens by ensurinfﬁr those events, it was difficult to see how the representative

national security. The Act had been prompted by the alarmirgé Greece could accuse Turkey of responsibility for the

security situation which had arisen in Malaysia as a result uation in Cyprus.

Communist terrorism and insurgency over a period of five 174. The representativeet€s statement was full of
decades. That situation had ended with the surrender of the distortions and half-truths. As a guarantor, the Greek
remaining communist terrorists in 1989, largely owing to the  Government was well aware that the Turkish intervention in
effective use of the Act. 1974 had been consistent with its rights and obligations under

170. That instrument was not used to restrict freedom Elg,e Treaty of Guarantee. Were it not for that intervention, the
speech or assembly; however, it did apply to those Wﬁgte of the Turkish C_:ypriots would have been no different

abused those rights in order to threaten the stability aﬂ&m that of Fhe Bosnlans.,The tone, style and conte_nt of the
security of Malaysia’s multiracial, multi-religious SOCiety_representatwe of Greece’s statement was a reflection of the

Freedom of speech, freedom of association and peaceq8§essive-compulsive Greek pf?“cy towards Turkey, which,
assembly entailed certain responsibilities, and those WHBfortunater, had had repercussions for the people of Greece.

promoted violence and social unrest must be ma@gcording to a recent survey, only 21 per cent of the Greek

accountable for their actions. The Government must be a@gpulation considered tolerance to be a virtue which parents

to act swiftly and effectively, particularly in the case 01should endeavour to inculcate in their _ch|Idren; that
emerging threats to national security. percentage was the lowest of any country in the European

; . Union. The survey had also shown that the majority of Greeks
171. With regard to the representative of Canadaimg an aversion to Turks, Albanians, Jews and Gypsies. In

expression of concern regarding the treatment of the formgew of the current preparations for a world conference on
Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, his Governmentacism, those were alarming statistics.

condemned police brutality, wherever committed, and had
ordered an independent, impartial investigation of the matt

169. Mr. Rastam (Malaysia) said that he was intrigued

5. Ms. Sinegiorgis(Ethiopia) said that the representative

of Eritrea was attempting to create confusion through false
172. Ms. Pang(Singapore), said that the representative @fccusations of human rights violations against Eritreans living
Canada had remarked on the extensive use of the deg{hethiopia. The Eritrean Government's violation of the
penalty in China. In that regard, she referred to her ow{yman rights of Ethiopians living in the occupied portion of
delegation’s remarks made at an earlier meeting in exercisghiopia, and in Eritrea itself, had been verified
of the right of reply to a statement by the representative pfjependently. Only a week previously, OAU had issued a
Norway on behalf of the European Union and associatedless release requesting Eritrea’s withdrawal from that
States. The death penalty was not prohibited undgritory, and there had been numerous reports of systematic
international law; article 6 of the International Covenant 0§earches, beatings, torture, rape and murder. The Government
Civil and Political Rights specifically rexgnized the right of o Eritrea claimed to have allowed foreign observers to
States to impose the death penalty for the most serious crimegnitor the situation of human rights of Ethiopians in Eritrea;
as long as it was carried out in accordance with internationalyever, those observers had been granted entry only after
recognized safeguards. The issue was one on Whigp fact and had been permitted to speak only with persons
Governments must agree to disagree and, as long as se@fnected to the Government. Any abuses had begun with

States attempted to impose their own systems on othegitrea’s invasion of Ethiopia and had continued because of
Singapore would join those other States in vigorouslys refusal to withdraw.

defending its own system of justice and punishment. ) ) i
176. For further information, she referred delegations to the

study annexed to document A/53/528-S/1998/981. The
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representative of Eritrea’s attempts to question the Commissioner for Human Rights, the Secretary-General of
authenticity of a document which bore witness to its violations the United Nations, the Prime Minister of Sweden and
of the human rights of Ethiopians was typical of that AmnestyInternational had made similar observations. After
Government’s arrogant refusal to accept responsibility to its  reading out the OAU press release to which the representative
actions. of Eritrea had referred, he suggested that observers should

177. Mr. Zackheos Cyprus) said that the representative O\{isit both countries to evaluate the situation. There were
Turk'ey despite his eloquence, had a very weak case on Whﬁ%ious ethnic, religious and political tensions in Ethiopia, and
1o base a defence. The Turkish invasion and occupation 47§ wondered whether the international community would wait

small, defenceless country, Cyprus, had been condemned’ il its television screens showed blood and dead bodies
all international organizations and was incompatible WitHe ore acting. The Ethiopian Government's policy of ethnic

international law and with the Charter of the United Nationé:IeanSing had reached a staggering level and posed a threat

The Turkish Government's dismal human rights record, 48 regional peace and security.

evidenced by its ill-treatment of minorities, summary82. Mr. Arda (Turkey) said that Turkey was proud of its
executions, enforced disappearances, razing of conquered tradition of tolerance. Greeks and Greek Cypriots, who were
villages and imprisonment of oppitien leaders and human responsible for all the misfortune suffered by Cyprus since
rights activists, was known to all. 1963, had reiterated their cynical and unfounded allegations
178. The Turkish representative had not resged to the against his country. The state of mind reflected in the
well-documented evidence of human rights Vi0|ati0ngepresentative of Greece’s statement made it clear why Greek

committed by his country following its invasion of Cyprus.Cypr_iOtS could not come to terms with the Turkish Cypriot_s
live peacefully with them as equals. The basic

Like all representatives of Turkey, he had a propensity @ " X X
selective memory; he referred only to the past, forgetting thigauirements for shaping the future of Cyprus were realism

in a situation of armed conflict, excesses might be, and inde@'ad acknowledgemel_wt_of the fact that sid@63, southerr_l
had been, committed by both sides. His own Government h&yPrus had been admw_nstergd solely by the Grgek Cypriots.
admitted that fact, and he urged the Turkish Government prus was currently inhabited by two sovereign peoples,
do likewise rather than seeking to attract support for if%aCh with its own laguage, culture and religion; there were

expansionist designs and its attempt to ensure recognition“@f? democratic systems, two legal structures and two separate

the secessionist entities which it had artificially created in thetates.
north of Cyprus and maintained in power through th&83. Mr. Choe Myong Nam (Democratic People’s
deployment of Turkish troops. Republic of Korea) said that his delegation saw no need to

179. In conclusion, he emphasized that, while his peopqgmme_nt on the representanve_ of Canada’s allegations
would never reconcile themselves to the Turkish invasion Bnga_lrdmg his Government, ) Wh'c_h were a st_ereotyped
Cyprus, they would always extend the hand of friendshi&br'cat'on that bore no relat|onsh|p to human rights a_nd:
cooperation and understanding to their Turkish Cypri(Sporeover, had merely_relterated the Canadian delegatlo_ns
compatriots, with whom they hoped to live in a toleranStatement of the previous year. He war'ned the Canad@n
multicultural society as in the past. Cyprus had much to Oﬁgj)vern.ment th?t unless it rgfralr?e.d |mmed!gtely from abusing
all its citizens and could serve as a bridge for improve mamtgrlan ISSUes for its sinister political propaganda
relations between Greece and Turkey if the TurkisRd@insthis country, itwould face the consequences.
Government abandoned its outdated policies of occupatitB4. Ms. Sinegiorgis(Ethiopia) said that the representative
and challenge to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of its  of Eritrea did not hold a brief for the High Commissioner for
neighbours. Human Rights or the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

180. Mr. Rocanas (Greece) said that the representative d¥n© could speak for themselves. She was happy to report that

Cyprus had eloquently described the political situation in théﬂdher cguntry, there were :.u;nan ru‘?hts orgamzatlonhs and
country. Turkey’s abysmal record of human rights, not onfjfdePendent newspapers which were free to express whatever

in Cyprus but with respect to the Kurds, Armenians, Jews arq&mions they chose. The situation in 1996, or reports thereof,

other minorities, placed its representative in a glass hou3@d no relevance to the current discussion. If the
from which he was ill-advised to cast stones. His owfEPresentative of Eritrea found the truth painful, that was not

Government preferred to look elsewhere for inspiration. Ner fault.
181. Mr. Tekle (Eritrea) said that he was not alone in hi5185: ItV\;]as gnlversallynown ﬁpc:]h:ddb.eenc\i/egflei.by Fh'rd d
accusations against the Government of Ethiopia; the Hi@t"i‘rt'eSt atit was Eritrea which had invaded Ethiopia an
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occupied part of its territory, and numerous international
bodies had asked the Eritrean Government to withdraw. The
OAU press release had presented a peace proposal to the two
parties to the conflict and had requested Eritrea’s withdrawal
from Badme and its environs.

186. Mr. Zackheos (Cyprus) said that his Government
supported the positions of the Security Council and that he
wondered whether the Turkish Government could say the
same. The only reality in Cyprus was that of the Turkish
invasion and the massive violations of the human rights of the
Cypriots. As long as the Turkish Government’s interference
with the internal affairs of Cyprus continued, both Greek and
Turkish Cypriots would continue to suffer. Regrettably, a
third of the Turkish Cypriot population had fled the occupied
part of Cyprus. No one was willing taccept the existence of

a Turkish puppet regime in the occupied area, in violation of
international law and Security Council resolutions.

187. Mr. Rocanas(Greece) said that he associated himself
with the statement which the representative of Cyprus had just
made. It was the Turkish invasion of Cyprus which had
created the situation of human rights violations that he had
described in his own previous statement. If only Turkey would
live up to its freely undertaken commitments and cease its
efforts to undermine progress towards a negotiated, viable
settlement of the Cyprus issue, not only its own credibility,
but that of the international community and, in particular, that
of the United Nations, would be enhanced.

The meeting rose at 7.50 p.m.
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