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1. The present note contains, in an annex, a draft programre of work prepared by
the secretariat. Priorities were agreed in 1998 by the Conmttee for Trade,

I ndustry and Enterprise Devel opnent (see Report of the second session, 22

Sept enber 1998: UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex Il) and will be reviewed in 2000 as i nput
to the budgeting process for the next biennium This progranme of work takes into
account the deliberations of the Conmittee at its second session and the decisions
taken by the Commission at its fifty-third session. It is recalled that, as a
result of the reformof the Econom c Conm ssion for Europe, the Ceneral Assenbly,
at its fifty-third session, approved a revised structure for the programe of

work, which is reflected in the annex to this docunent.

2. The Committee is expected to further reconsider the structure of its
programe of work and the prioritization of its activities in the light of the
deci sions taken by the Commission at its fifty-fourth session in May 1999.

3. Taki ng i nto account the provisions of Comm ssion decisions B (49) and C (49),
the Conmittee may wish to note the information given bel ow on secretari at
resources (the budget is subject to approval by the General Assenbly and the
figures given below are subject to change).
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TRADE FACI LI TATI ON

4, The United Nations programre budget for the biennium 1998-1999 provided a
total of US$ 3,105,100 for the UNVUN ECE work on trade facilitation and
st andardi zati on of perishable produce and quality devel opment.

5. Under the UN ECE reformthis work progranme was integrated into Trade,

I ndustry and Enterprise Devel opnment. As a result, there will no |onger be a

separ ate budget allocation beginning in the biennium 2000-2001. As from 1 January
2000, all activities supervised by the Committee will be financed from Programre
07 of the UN UN ECE budget.

TRADE, | NDUSTRY AND ENTERPRI SE DEVELOPMENT

6. The United Nations programre budget for the biennium 1998-1999 provided a
total of US$ 3,629,800 for UV ECE work under this subprogramre.
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DRAFT TWO- YEAR PROGRAMVE OF WORK
FOR JUNE 1999- JUNE 2001
1. The Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opnent is responsible

for Programme 07: Trade, Industry and Enterprise Devel opnent. This programme is
carried out by the Cormittee and its subsidiary bodies. These subsidiary bodies
are: the United Nations Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices in
Admi ni stration, Commerce and Transport (UN CEFACT), the Working Party on the

St andar di zati on of Perishable Produce and Quality Devel opment, the Working Party
on International Contract Practices in Industry (which has requested that its name
be changed to the Wirking Party on International Legal and Conmercial Practice),
the Working Party on Techni cal Harnoni zati on and Standardi zation Policy. 1In
addition, there are two Ad hoc Groups of Experts (one on steel and one on the
chemi cal industry) that report to the Cormittee.

2. In addition to its progranmatic functions, the Cormittee works with the
above, diverse groups of trade-related subsidiary bodies in order to coordinate
their work, develop new activities, and identify areas of joint interest where
synergi es may be found through the exchange of expertise and joint activities.

A TRADE FACI LI TATI ON

3. Description: This part of the work progranme is carried out by the United
Nations Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for

Adm ni stration, Commerce and Transport (UN CEFACT). It will devel op solutions to
support the efficient exchange of products and rel evant services across gl oba
markets by identifying and defining sinple, transparent and effective:

e Processes

* Procedures

e Information flows
« Data requirenents
* Techni ques.

These will be based on the best practices in trade facilitation and el ectronic
busi ness and on internationally agreed informati on and commruni cati on technol ogi es
and st andards.

4. UN CEFACT wil I :

(a) Continue to carry out anal yses of business processes and identification
of constraints to nore effective processes and develop, in the context of
UN CEFACT, value chain analysis. It will continue the devel opnent of a nodel
of the International Trade Transaction (ITT);



TRADE/ 1999/ 17
page 4

Annex

(b) Devel op recomendati ons ained at the facilitation of international trade
transactions through the rationalization and sinplification of related
procedures and their information flows;

(c) Continue the revise existing recommendations and, in particular
Recommendati ons 18 (Facilitation measures related to international trade
procedures), 8 (Unique ldentification Code Methodol ogy) and 11 (Docunentary
Aspects of the International Transport of Dangerous Goods);

(d) Devel op recomendati ons for trade docunments suitable for reproduction and
transm ssion fromelectronic and manual systens based on the UN Layout Key;

(e) Devel op and mai ntain UN EDI FACT as a key conponent of electronic conmerce
and as a key elenent in the integration of electronic comrerce with interna
corporate systenms and data. This activity includes the naintenance,

devel opnent and publication of UN EDI FACT nessages, their supporting
directories, and their audit; the ED FACT syntax in accordance with the
process defined by the International Organization for Standardization (1SO),
the International Electrotechnical Conm ssion (IEC) and the UN UN ECE

Menor andum of Under st andi ng; the UN EDI FACT nessage design rul es; guidelines
and proposals to support harnonizati on of UN EDI FACT i npl enent ati ons;
pronmoti on and awar eness of UN EDI FACT,;

(f) I'nprove UN EDI FACT by autonating its maintenance process, as well as by
defini ng, devel oping and i npl enenti ng new worki ng tools;

(g) Evaluate different technol ogies and work towards the devel opment of the
future generation of EDI nessages;

(h) Specify and make recomendati ons for a nodelling techni que, mnethodol ogy
and associ ated procedures for UN CEFACT, including an inplenentation plan for
the nodel Iing technique sel ected by UN CEFACT,;

(i) Devel op proposals and recomrendati ons for code sets and code structures
to support business processes and procedures;

(j) Take steps to inprove the maintenance of UN CEFACT code lists, in
particular, the UN | ocation code list (UNLOCODE) and the codes in the UN
Trade Data El enents Directory (UNTDED);

(k) Publish UN/ CEFACT code lists on the Internet;

(1) Identify and eval uate | egal constraints that affect procedures and
practices in international adm nistrative, comercial and transport
transactions. Propose and recommend practical solutions to these |ega
constraints, when appropriate in cooperation wi th organizations such as the
I nternational Chanber of Conmerce (1 CC) and the United Nations Comr ssion on
I nternational Trade Law (UNCI TRAL) ;

TRADE/ 1999/ 17
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(m Devel op practical |egal guidelines and recomendati ons to assist the
advancenent of el ectronic conmerce. Cooperate with the | egal work of other
i nternational bodies in the field of electronic conmerce,;

(n) Cooperate to ensure the effective inplenmentation of the MU on
International Standardization with 1SO |EC and the participating

i nternational user groups, and encourage other bodies, such as the

I nternational Tel ecommunication Union (1 TU), to participate in the MU,

(o) Devel op and maintain working relationships with other internationa
organi zati ons such as the Wrld Trade Organi zation (WO, the Wrld Custons
Organi zati on (WO and the Organi sation for Econom c Co-operation and

Devel opnent ( OECD);

(p) Strengthen effective cooperation and information exchange between the
United Nations regional conm ssions, as well as with other relevant United
Nati ons agencies, especially the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnment ( UNCTAD) .

5. Work acconplished: The migration fromthe old Wrking Party 4 structure to
the new CEFACT structure was finalized as planned in Septenber 1998. Four revised
or new trade facilitation reconmendati ons were approved by the March 1999 CEFACT
Plenary (Rec. 4: National Trade Facilitation Bodies; Rec. 12: Measures to
facilitate Maritinme Transport Documents Procedures; Rec. 15: Sinpler Shipping
Marks; and a recommendation on Pre-Shipment |nspection (PSI)). Two new UN EDI FACT
directories have been published. A new Menorandum of Understandi ng (MoU) has been
si gned between UN UN/ ECE, |1SO and | EC and a first neeting of the MU managenent
group has been held. A seminar on trade facilitation and international business
was organi zed in connection with the March 1999 CEFACT Pl enary.

6. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) To participate in the informal discussions being held in WIO to assess the
scope for binding rules on trade facilitation

(b) To devel op an effective programme for the pronotion of CEFACT and
i mpl enentation of its reconmendati ons and standards.

7. Dur ati on: 1999- 2001

8. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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B. STANDARDI ZATI ON OF PERI SHABLE PRODUCE AND QUALI TY DEVELOPMENT

9. Description: The Wbrking Party on the Standardization of Perishabl e Produce

and Quality Devel opment prepares and revi ses standards, recomrendati ons and
interpretative brochures for the marketing and control of the commercial quality
of sel ected perishable produce noving in international trade between and to

UN UN ECE nenber countries. To this end it has five specialized sections on

Coordi nati on of Standardi zation of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables; Dry and Dried
Produce (Fruit); Meat; Seed Potatoes; and Early and Ware Potatoes. Workshops are
organi zed in the formof informal neetings of rapporteurs for particul ar standards
bei ng drawn up or revised (seed potatoes, neat) and on the harnonization of
standards and control procedures in countries in transition. The Wbrking Party
mai nt ai ns cl ose cooperation with FAO and OECD

10. Wrk acconplished: Several standards for fresh fruit and vegetables and the
standard | ayout for fresh fruit and vegetables were revised. A new standard for
dried appl es was adopted. Reconmendati ons on in-shell hazel nuts and hazel nut
kernel s were adopted for a two-year trial period. Wrk on the revision of the
standards for early and ware potatoes continued. A revised standard for seed
pot at oes was adopted. A draft standard for beef was presented to the May 1999
nmeeting of the Specialized Section on standardizati on of neat.

11. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) El aborati on of new standards for dry and dried produce, fresh fruit and
veget abl es and neat;

(b) Revi si on of sel ected standards and recommendati ons: publication of revised
standards for fresh fruit and vegetables, dry and dried fruit and early and ware
pot at oes on the World Wde Web. Review of the standard for seed potatoes.
Preparation of a draft standard for beef carcasses and cuts;

(c) Wor kshops on harmnoni zati on of standards and control procedures for perishable
produce in countries in economc transition

(d) Interpretation of the provisions concerning quality tolerances in the
standards for fresh fruit and vegetabl es;
(e) I nvestigation of quality assurance systens for perishable produce;

() Creation and updating of a honepage on the Wrld Wde Wb contai ni ng up-to-
date informati on on the work of the Working Party.

12. Dur ation: 1999-2001

13. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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C. TECHNI CAL HARMONI ZATI ON AND STANDARDI ZATI ON POLI Cl ES

14. Description: The Working Party on Techni cal Harnoni zati on and

St andar di zation Policy reviews devel opments in the field of standardization at

i nternational, regional and national |evels, issues recomendations relating to
techni cal harnoni zati on and standardi zati on and organi zes neeti ngs and wor kshops.
These activities are undertaken with a view to pronoting industrial and enterprise
devel opnent and trade by: encouraging the international harnonization of standards
and technical regul ations; renoving or gradually reducing technical barriers to
trade; and pronoting scientific and technol ogi cal cooperation through the

devel opnent of policies for standardization and related activities. The Wrking
Party actively cooperates and exchanges information with rel evant internationa

and regional standardization organizations, and particularly the Internationa
Organi zation for Standardization (1SO.

15. Work acconplished: At its eighth session in May 1998 the Working Party
consi dered nmeasures to further inprove cooperation in the UN ECE region on
standardi zation-related i ssues in the areas of coordination, harnonization
conformty assessment, metrology, quality policy and conpetitiveness. It reviewed
possi bl e nodalities for fostering cooperation anmong UN ECE nenber States on
techni cal harnoni zation i ssues and decided to prepare a new draft of an

i nternational agreement on these issues, taking into account the recommendati ons
made by the Committee at its Decenber 1997 session. A workshop on the

i mpl enentati on and use of international standards has been organized for May 1999,
in conjunction with the Working Party’ s annual session

16. The Working Party considered the issue of transposition and use of

i nternational standards at the national |evel and decided to continue its
activities in that area. It also supported the idea of preparing guidelines on
met hodol ogy for measuring procedures.

17. In the light of the decisions by the Commission in April 1998, the Working
Party prioritized its activities and adopted a revised progranme of work for 1998-
2002.

18. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) To prepare the revision of the UNV ECE Standardi zation List;

(b) To prepare and discuss a new draft of an intergovernnental agreenment on

t echni cal harnoni zati on;

(c) To prepare a report, based on a questionnaire, on the inplications of |1SO
14000 (environmental managenment) standards in the UV ECE region. This project wll
be carried out in cooperation with the ad hoc G oup of Experts on the Chemnica

I ndustry;

(d) To organi ze/ sponsor wor kshops on standardi zati on-rel ated i ssues.

19. Duration: 1999-2001

20. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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D. TRADE AND | NVESTMENT PROMOTI ON

D1. ANALYSI S OF RECENT AND PROSPECTI VE TRADE AND | NVESTMENT TRENDS, POLIClI ES
AND PROBLEMS, | NCLUDI NG DI SCUSSI ON THEMES FOR THE COWM TTEE' S ANNUAL SESSI ONS

21. Description: The Committee shall contribute to trade and investnent
promotion in the UNV ECE regi on by devel oping informati on useful to policy makers
and to firms interested in trade and investnent and by pronoting the exchange of
such i nformati on and experiences anmong interested private-sector participants and

trade-policy officials. The secretariat will report to the Conmttee on the | eve
of activity in trade pronotion that can be undertaken with the avail abl e resources
and ot her sources of finance and assistance. The Committee will review annually

the work of the Wbrking Party on International Contract Practices in Industry
(WP.5) and other trade-pronotion activities. The Commttee will consider and,
where agreed, endorse selected topics for sem nars and workshops to be undertaken
under its auspices, as well as the subjects of new guides.

22. For the Comm ttee’s annual sessions, the Bureau, in cooperation with the
secretariat, will define specific subjects for discussion under the general thene
deci ded upon by the Conmittee. The secretariat will then prepare di scussion
papers on these subjects and will arrange a round table or panel discussion on

t hese subjects in consultation with the Bureau. The secretariat will coordinate
with other international organizations as appropriate. It may also prepare
speci al studies and notes on other subjects selected by the Conmittee, giving
special attention to the conditions for expanding the trade of the transition
econom es. The Committee will receive a report fromthe UN ECE Regi onal Adviser
on small and medi um si zed enterprise devel opnment regarding current work in this
i mportant area.

23. Work acconplished: During the first half of 1999, the secretariat finalized
for publication the study on "Evaluating the role and inmpact of nornms, standards
and regulations in international trade, in particular the economes in transition
both on gl obal and sectoral |evels" which had been mandated by the then Conmmittee
on the Devel opnent of Trade at its forty-fifth session. A round table on “The
Pol i sh Experience of Transition: Acconplishments and Probl ens” was organi zed for
the third session of the Commttee.

24. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) A round table on a theme to be selected by the Cormittee will be organized
for the fourth session of the Comittee;

(b) The study and other work done in 1998-1999 on "Evaluating the role and inpact
of norms, standards and regulations in international trade, in particular in the
economies in transition, both on global and sectoral |evels” will be edited and
revised to forma substantive contribution to the November 1999 Minster process
meet 1 ng.

25. Duration: 1999-2001
26. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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D2. PREPARATI ON AND REVI SI ON OF GUI DES RELATI NG TO | NTERNATI ONAL TRANSACTI ONS

27. Description: The Wbrking Party on International Contract Practices in

I ndustry (which has requested that its name be changed to the Wrking Party on
International Legal and Commercial Practice) will continue to prepare gui des and
docunents in line with its new method of work agreed at its forty-fifth session
(TRADE/ WP. 5/59), although it will not drop its former work, such as the updating
of previous guides, as may be appropriate. The Working Party will provide advice
to individual Governments of the countries in transition on |laws that could

i nprove the investnment environnment in their countries and, in this context, wll
work with WIO and ot her international organizations. The Wrking Party wll
continue to take neasures to involve the business comunity.

28. Work acconplished: In October 1998 the Working Party held a Forum w th over
250 participants, on the “Protection and Enforcenment of Intellectual Property
Rights in the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS’, with the
participation of WPO, WO and EU. The UN UN ECE BOT (Buil d- Operate-Transfer)
Group published Part | of its Guidelines entitled Public-Private Partnerships: A
New Concept for Infrastructure Devel opnent. The Real Estate Advisory G oup (REAG
| aunched the Terre Initiative to obtain private- and public-sector financia
support for its work, finalized its guide for publication and held a Conference on
“Econom ¢ Opportunities through Devel opi ng Real Estate Markets in Central and
Eastern Europe and the CIS’, in Prague on 14 and 15 April 1999. An informa
meeting of invited experts was held in Prague in Septenmber 1998 to review the

Eur opean Convention on International Conmercial Arbitration of 1961 and nade
recommendations to the Working Party at its October 1998 neeti ng.

29. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) The Working Party agreed to hold its next Forumon the “Practica

I mplications on Business of Conpetition Law, including Questions of State Aid, in
the Transition Econom es” and to seek the cooperation of the European Union in
this activity. |[If appropriate, the proceedings fromthis forumw || be published;
(b) The UN UN ECE BOT Group plans to publish Part Il of its Guidelines in the
second hal f of 1999;

(c) The Real Estate Advisory G oup plans to undertake an advisory mission to

Li t huani a;

(d) If approved by the Committee, the Advisory Group on the Protection of
Intellectual Property Rights will make plans for its first advisory m ssion

(e) In addition, the Committee will be asked to approve an informal advisory
group to undertake an in-depth review during 1999 of the use of the European
Convention on International Conmercial Arbitration of 1961 and to draft a fina
set of recommendations as to its possible revision

30. Duration: 1999-2001

31. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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D3. TRADE FI NANCE

32. I ntroduction: The Commttee may wi sh to consider having a distinct trade
finance activity under Trade and Investnent Pronotion. Related activities were
previously included under Cl1 and C2, however, the bureau would |ike to suggest to
the Committee that they be placed under a separate heading for the reasons
outlined bel ow.

33. The | ack of adequate trade-finance infrastructures in transition economni es
and the inportant obstacle this presents to investnent and trade has been
highlighted as a result of the holistic or system c approach to devel opment by the
Bui | d- Oper at e- Transfer (BOT) and Real Estate Advisory Groups. There are also a
nunber of inportant procedural issues related to trade finance, such as the use of
docunentary credits, which link trade-finance issues to trade facilitation. In
addition, there is an inmportant need for the devel opnment of better contacts

bet ween finance “players” in devel oped market econom es and those in transition
econom es. Therefore, the Bureau believes that the Comm ttee should place nore
enphasis on trade-finance infrastructure issues and place this activity directly
under itself. The inportance of this area is further reflected in the interest

t hat external donors have shown in contributing to the work in this area.

34. Description: The Committee shall contribute to inproving the ability of
enterprises in the region to develop their trade-finance capacities in support of
i nvestment and trade. It will also strengthen effective cooperation and

i nformati on exchange in this area between the United Nations regional comm ssions,
ot her relevant United Nations agencies and other international organizations.

35. Work acconplished: In February 1999 a Forum was held in Geneva on innovative
finance and investnment issues. In conjunction with a nunber of capacity-building
events (see F), special efforts were made to encourage contacts between “financia
pl ayers” from devel oped market and transition econom es. The publication “Trade
Finance in Transition Econom es: Practical Ways to Support Exports and |Inports”
was translated i nto Russian, using extrabudgetary resources, and has been

di ssem nated in the Russian Federation and el sewhere in the C S

36. Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

(a) One, and if resources permt, two trade finance workshops will be held,;
(b) In February 2000 a Forum on | nnovative Trade Finance and |Investrment will be
held in Geneva with extrabudgetary funding. The proceedings will be published

based on input to the workshops, as resources permt.
37. Duration: 1999-2001

38. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1
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E. ENTERPRI SE DEVELOPMENT

39. Description: Wrk in enterprise devel opnent focuses on cross-sectoral issues
of particular concern to countries in transition. It does this by providing policy
and practical assistance in the drawing up and inplenentati on of strategies that
can support the devel opment of private entrepreneurship in industry and the
service sector in a national economy or in those econom c sectors where UN ECE

al ready has existing contacts. The extension of its established programme to
pronote appropriate institutional frameworks for enterprise devel opnent, in
cooperation with the regional advisers for trade and investnent promption and SME
devel opnent, permits the selection of cross-sectoral activities of interest to the
region as a whole. There is ongoi ng cooperation and i nformation exchanges with

rel evant international and regional standardization organizations.

40. The Enterprise Devel opnent work programme is organized into two strands: (i)
Entrepreneurship and Snmall and Medi um sized Enterprise (SME) Devel opnent and (ii)
Conpetitiveness in Basic Industries. 1In the first strand, a number of directions
are being explored, while three areas in particul ar suggest themnsel ves: best
practices regardi ng entrepreneurship and enterprise devel opnent; restructuring the
entrepreneurial fabric, particularly in the service sectors; and SME activities,
mai nly in countries in transition. For the second strand, as proposed in the 1997
Pl an of Action, these activities will be carried out in support of: sustainable
devel opnent; restructuring and privatization to pronote better competitiveness;
and statistical and information services including work on the chemical and stee

i ndustries

41. Work acconplished : To determ ne the areas where UN ECE coul d nmost profitably
utilize its unique advantages, a “Conpilation on enterprise devel opment progranmnes
of international organizations” (TRADE/ 1999/9) was prepared. It was used as a
basis for a paper on Strategic Directions for Enterprise Devel opment

( TRADE/ 1999/ 10) prepared for the Cormittee’'s approval at their session 8-10 June
1999. Wbrk on converting the strategy into a work programre for enterprise

devel opnent is currently under way.

42. In the basic industry strand, the two newly created ad hoc groups of experts
on the chem cal industry and on steel adjusted their ongoing activities to be in
line with | ower resource allocations and the directions provided for in the Plan
of Action. The statistical database in the chenmical industry was

stream i ned according to the suggestions of a specially designated Task Force on
Chemical Industries, while the inplenmentation of the orientations of the Task
Force on Steel is under discussion

43. In 1998, the followi ng reports were published: Annual Bulletin of Trade in
Chem cal Products; Annual Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, Anerica and
Asia; Annual Bulletin of World Trade in Steel and the quarterly bulletins of
advance statistics on steel; Annual Review of the Steel Market in 1997 and
prospects for 1998.

44, The following activities were carried out: a study tour of the Chem ca
I ndustry in Portugal; a Pilot Project Denonstrating the Environmental C eanup of
Selected Sites Polluted by Chem cals (part of the ongoing CHEM SEED Regi ona
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Project); a CD ROM of the CHEMLEX Dat abank on chem cal |egislation (a project
primarily financed by the European Conmmi ssion); and a semi nar on Econom c Aspects
of Cl ean Technol ogy, Waste Managenent and Energy in the Steel Industry.

45, Special activities for 1999/ 2000:

Entrepreneurshi p and SME devel opnent

46. Best practice regarding enterprise devel opnent:

(a) The secretariat will initiate the devel opnent of a mechanismto di ssem nate
experiences gained in enterprise devel opment by the nunmerous international

regi onal and national agencies and organi zations. This will be done in
cooperation with, for instance, the Central European Initiative (CEl) and the SME
programe of the UN UN ECE Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities.

(b) As a UN UN ECE enterprise devel opnent contribution to the United Nations Year
of O der Persons 1999, the concept of an accessible living environment will be
expanded to the central European countries, inter alia through a workshop on
private-sector entrepreneurship in inproving the quality of life of the elderly
(and di sabl ed).

(c) A forumon the Internet and enterprise devel opnent in the transition
econom es will be organized to identify priorities for enabling themto
participate fully in the opportunities offered by el ectronic conmerce.

47. Restructuring of the entrepreneurial fabric:

(a) Enterpri se devel opment will be enhanced through the pronotion of cooperation
bet ween sci ence parks/technopol es. Consultations and a sem nar on the | egislative
and normative bases will be organized with a viewto defining the practica

sol uti ons and devel opi ng best practice guidelines for the use of science parks in
transition countries.

(b) A pilot activity may focus on environmental services to the chenica

i ndustries in central Europe, as appropriate.

(c) Busi ness i ncubators, growth poles and related regi onal enterprise devel opnent
i n nmono-conmpany estates in the Coomonweal th of | ndependent States (CIS) will be
addressed through work on a concept that could be applied to one or two case-study
regi ons through pronoting best practice for regional enterprise devel opment.

48. Pronotion of small and nedi um sized enterprises (SMES) is primarily carried
out in UV UN ECE by the Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities. The work
programe i ncludes three basic areas: (a) guidelines, papers and information on
SMEs; (b) sem nars and workshops; and (c) devel opnent of SME programes and
cooperation with sub-groupings and international organizations.

Conpetitiveness in basic industries

49. Sust ai nabl e devel opnent :

(a) A sixth Experts Meeting of the pilot project denonstrating the environnmenta
cl ean-up of selected sites polluted by chemcals will be held and the secretari at
will prepare a docunent summari zing the experience accunul ated so far
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(b) The Conpendi um of Soil Cl ean-up Technol ogies and Soil Renedi ati on Conpani es
wi || be updated.

(c) UV UN ECE wi I | continue the collection of data and update the CHEM_EX

dat abank, assum ng extrabudgetary resources can be obtai ned.

(d) A Sem nar on Methods of Analysis, Methodol ogy of Treatnment and Renedi ation of
Polluted Soils will be organi zed.

(e) Under the Regional Environnental Managenent Centre for the Chem cal Industry,
a further three events are planned for 1999, including a Wrkshop on | SO 14000

I mpl ementation in the Chemical Industry of Countries in Transition

(f) A Workshop on Radi oactive Contam nated Metal lurgical Scrap will be organized
jointly by UNVECE, the International Atom c Energy Agency (lAEA) and the
Federation of the Steel Producers of the Czech Republic.

50. Restructuring and privatization

(a) A round table on barriers to industrial restructuring resulting from

overmanning in steel conpanies will be organized in Geneva in connection with the
ad hoc Meeting on the Steel Market.
(b) A report will be prepared in cooperation with the representatives of the

st eel - produci ng countries and the EU Conm ssi on

(c) A Senminar on the structure of steel consunmption is to contribute to bringing
production capacities in the sector nore in line with expected market demand at
the world | evel.

(d) A study tour of China's steel industry will be organized with the objective
of defining |lessons relevant to the restructuring of older, basic industries in
Eur ope

51. Statistics and information services: The reviews on steel and the chem ca
i ndustry will include the:

(a) Annual Review of Chemi cal |ndustries;

(b) Annual Review of the Steel Market;

(c) Bi ennial Study on Iron and Steel Scrap

(d) Directory of Chem cal Producers and Products;

and the three bulletins:

(e) Annual Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, North America and Asia;
(f) Annual Bulletin of World Trade in Steel; and the
(9) Quarterly Bulletin of Advanced Statistics on Steel

52. Duration : 1999-2001

53. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1

F. I NFORVATI ON AND CAPACI TY BUI LDI NG

54, I ntroduction: The Commttee may wi sh to consider having a distinct progranme
el ement for information and capacity building. Related activities were previously




TRADE/ 1999/ 17
page 14
Annex

i ncl uded under other programe el enents, however, the bureau would |ike to suggest
to the Commttee that they be placed under a separate heading for the reasons
outlined bel ow.

55. The work done under the Committee, including its publications and
recommendations, is of potential interest to nore than one mnistry in a country
and, within the private sector, to a wi de range of conpanies, including sone smal
and nmedi um si zed enterprises (SMEs). Unfortunately, the vast mpjority of these
potential “clients” for the Comrittee’s work are not aware either of the existence
of Committee or of the work it has undertaken. To inprove this situation, within
the Iimted budgetary resources available within the United Nations, the bureau
proposes that a priority be given to further devel opment of the Comrittee's

Internet World Wde Web site. In addition, the bureau believes it would be very
useful to “multiply” the distribution of information fromthe Commttee and its
subsi di ary bodies by identifying national organizations that would be willing, at

a country level, to take on a large part of this “awareness” task.

56. Under capacity-building, special initiatives based on extrabudgetary
resources can incorporate work froma nunber of the Commttee's subsidiary bodies
and are another method for pronoting awareness of this work and encouraging the

i mpl enentation of the Committee's recomendati ons, norns and best practice
guidelines. Wile some projects clearly have a primary link to one or another
subsi di ary body, others fit better under the unbrella of the Comrittee given the
wi de range of expertise called upon.

57. Description: The Conmittee will devel op better and inproved nethods for
dissemnating its existing work to the private and public sectors, particularly in
the countries in transition. |In particular, it will initiate a network of

nati onal contact points (hereafter referred to as “multiplier points”), with the
obj ective of encouragi ng these organi zations to pronote the use of UN ECE

gui del i nes, norms, standards and recomrendati ons anong interested private-sector
participants and trade-policy officials. It will also devel op and naintain
information on its work on the Internet World Wde Web with cross-reference
“links” to the nost relevant related work of other organizations. Wth the
support of extrabudgetary funding, it will contribute to inproved trade
performance by putting together progranmes for capacity and trade-contact buil ding
whi ch draw upon the work undertaken in all areas under the Committee, i.e. trade
facilitation, enterprise devel opment, trade finance, investnment pronotion and
agricultural standards, with an enphasis on extending UN ECE guidelines, nornmns,

standards and reconmendati ons for the benefit of economes in transition. 1In
addition, and to the extent that resources permt, specific materials, semnars
and wor kshops will be devel oped for, and in cooperation with, the “multiplier
poi nts”.

58. Work acconplished: Under this part of the work programre, the secretariat is
currently inplementing an extrabudgetary activity at the request of the Russian
Federation entitled “Capacity Building to I nprove Trade Finance and | nvest nent
Prospects for the Russian Tinber Sector”. The purpose of this activity is to

i nprove the Russian forest sector’s trade performance by contributing specific
trade-facilitation, export-finance and investnent conponents for the devel opnent
of the sector. In Septenber 1998, a workshop on Trade Finance and | nvestnent, an
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expert neeting on Inproved Custons and Trade Procedures and an Inter-regiona
Congress on trade finance for the Forest Industry were organized in St.
Pet er sburg, Russi an Federati on.

59. Special activities for 1999/2000:

(a) A nodel framework for cooperation with “nmultiplier point” organizations wll
be devel oped;

(b) At | east one potential “rmultiplier point” will be identified in each
transition econony and initial contacts will be taken

(c) The secretariat will establish and update an Internet World Wde Wb site
containing information on all of the Committee s ongoing work, as well as that of
its subsidiary bodies;

(d) The foll owing neetings will be organized with extrabudgetary fundi ng: expert
meeti ngs on inproved custons and trade procedures, workshops on trade finance and
i nvestment prospects, and a congress for enterprise devel opnent in the tinber

i ndustry.

60. Duration: 1999-2001

61. Priorities: See docunent UN ECE/ TRADE/ 222, annex |1



