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Information on State policy in the Republic of Azerbaijan
on the protection of the rights and freedons of persons
bel onging to nmnorities

1. According to the 1989 census, 82.7 per cent of the Azerbaijan

Republic's popul ation are Azerbaijanis; 17.3 per cent is accounted for by
various ethnic mnorities, such as Lezgins, Avars, Talysh, Tsakhurs, Kurds,
Udi s, Russians, Ukrainians, Arnenians, Tatars, Ceorgi ans and Bel arusi ans.

2. From a historical point of view Azerbaijan has always been a vari egated
ethnic palette, and never at any tinme in the course of its history have any
cases of religious or ethnic discord or of discrimnation against mnorities
been recorded.

3. The Constitution of the Azerbaijani Republic, adopted in 1995,
guar antees respect for human rights and freedons regardl ess of ethnic origin
race, religion, |anguage or other factors.

4, Mnorities are widely represented in Azerbaijan's State organs,
Parliament and the Government. In the towns, districts, villages and ham ets,
where nenbers of various minorities live cheek by jow, representatives of the
| ocal popul ation occupy | eading positions in State organs.

5. Notwi t hstanding the difficulties being experienced by the country,
attributable mainly to the 11-year-old arned aggressi on agai nst Azerbaijan by
nei ghbouring Arnenia, which occupies 20 per cent of the territory of the
Azer bai jani Republic, the presence of about 1 million refugees and displ aced
persons in the country, forcibly evicted fromthe areas where they have al ways
lived as a result of the aggression, and al so probl ems connected with the
transitional period, the Governnent of Azerbaijan continues to pursue a

consi stent national policy.

6. One of the main features of this policy is that it supports the nationa
| anguages and cultures of all mnorities living in Azerbaijani territory.

7. In Azerbaijan, radio and tel evision programres are broadcast and books,
newspapers and periodicals are published in the |anguages of the various
mnorities living in the Republic. For exanple, regular progranmes financed
fromthe State budget are broadcast by the State radio in Kurdish, Lezgin

Tal ysh, Ceorgi an, Russian and Arnenian. Local radio progranmes are broadcast
in Arabic in the Bel okan district and in Lezgin and in Tati in the Khachmaz
district. The Gusar and Khachmaz districts have a |ocal television station
whose programmes are in Lezgin. |In the town of Baku over 20 newspapers and
magazi nes are published in Russian, which is also the | anguage used in daily
radi o and tel evision broadcasts. The Russian ORT, RTR and NTV progranmes are
broadcast in full. There are also a nunber of private radio and tel evision
conpani es in Azerbaijan, and one of the State's television channels broadcasts
a programe in English. Newspapers are published in Kurdish, Lezgin, Talysh
and Ceorgian. These publications are subsidized by the State. Specifically,
the newspaper “Talyshi syado” and the magazi ne “Soz” are published in Talysh,
t he newspapers “Sanmur” in Lezgin and “Dengi Kurd” in Kurdish, and the
newspaper “Gusar” is published in Lezgin in the Gusar district. The newspaper
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“Azi z” is published by the Azerbaijan-Israel Association, the newspaper
“Vestni k” by the Azerbaijan Russi an Association and the newspaper
“Sodruzhestvo” by the “Sodruzhestvo Association”.

8. A council was created within the Mnistry of Education to prepare and
publish curricula, manual s and textbooks for the teaching of minority

| anguages. The State has financed the publication of al phabets and textbooks
i n Russian, Talysh, Kurdish, Lezgin, Tsakhur and Tati.

9. Areas with a high concentration of ethnic Georgians have two schools in
which instruction is in three | anguages, namely, Azerbaijani, Georgian and
Russi an. The teaching of the nother tongue and of national history and
culture for two hours every week has been introduced in schools situated in
areas where there is a high proportion of persons belonging to various
nationalities. This instruction is provided in Lezgin, Tati, Talysh and ot her
| anguages.

10. An exanple worthy of nention is the State's approach to the |anguage
spoken by the inhabitants of the nmountain village of Khynalyg. Although this
| anguage does not fall into any specific |anguage group and that it is spoken
by the people of only one village, books are published in Khynalyg and there
is a “Khynalyg” cultural centre in the country. In 1997 the State financed
the publication of al phabets and textbooks in Russian, Talysh, Kurdish,
Lezgi n, Tsakhur and Tatar.
11. Azerbaijan has cultural centres, charitable associations and ot her
comunal organi zati ons that preserve and devel op the distinctive national and
cultural characteristics of persons belonging to mnorities. These
organi zati ons have repeatedly received State assistance and are provided with
prem ses free of charge. Azerbaijan's organizations and national cultura
centres for mnorities are as foll ows:

The “Mada” (Talysh) International Association

The “Avesta” (Talysh) Association

The Tal ysh Cultural Centre

The “Ronai” Kurdish Cultural Centre

The “Samur” Lezgin Centre

The Associ ati on of Dagestan-speaki ng nountai n peopl es of Azerbaijan

The “Dagestan” cultural centre

The Tsakhur Cultural Centre

The “Orian” Udi Cultural Centre

The Imam Shani | ya Arab Associ ation

The Lagych Charitable Association



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 114

page 4
The “Azeri” Tati Cultural Centre
The Russi an Associ ati on of Azerbaijan
The Slav Cultural Centre of Azerbaijan
The “ Sodruzhestvo” Associ ation
The Tatar Association of Azerbaijan
The “Tugan Tel” Tatar Cultural Centre
The “Veten” Meskhetian Turk Association
The “ Akhyska” Meskhetian Turk Cul tural Centre
The “Budug” Cul tural Centre
The *“Shakhdag” Cultural Centre
The European Jew sh Community
The Mountain Jewi sh Community
The Georgi an Jewi sh Community
The “Azerbaijan-Israel” Association
The “ludai ka” International Association
The German National Cultural Association

The “Hynal yg” Cultural Centre

12. Azerbaijan has a large variety of State, departnental, trade union

private and commercial cultural establishnments - about 14,000 in all. These
i nclude theatres, concert organizations and halls, nuseuns, picture galleries
and showroons, recreation parks, clubs and |eisure centres, libraries, mnusic

and art schools and fine arts school s.

13. It has 25 State theatres, over 140 museuns and branches, 27 picture
galleries and also 10,000 libraries with a stock of 100 m|lion books. Over
140, 000 persons are enployed in 4,000 clubs conprising over 10,000 amateur
theatrical, creative and fancier groups. Sonme 75,000 children and adol escents
receive instruction in and famliarization with various aspects of culture

in 270 nusic and art schools, as well as in fine arts schools.

14. In areas with | arge concentrations of persons bel onging to various
mnorities amateur artistic groups are active in clubs, national and State
theatres, fancier associations and clubs catering to specific interests. For
exanpl e, the Gusar district boasts a Lezgin theatre, the Gakh district a
Ceorgi an national theatre and a national puppet theatre, the Astarin and
Masal lin districts have Tal ysh fol kl ore groups, the Saatly district has the
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“Adygyun” Turkish fol klore group, and the town of Baku has its Russian State
dramatic theatre, the “Tugan Tel” Tatar song and dance ensenbl e and the
“Sudar ushka” Russian ensenbl e.

15. Article 48 of the Republic's Constitution guarantees the right of al
persons to freedom of conscience, in other words, the right freely to express
their attitude to religion and individually or collectively to profess any
religion or not to profess any religion, and to express and dissem nate their
religious convictions.

16. The Azerbaijani Republic's law on religious freedom states specifically
that no advantages may be granted to or restrictions inposed on one religion
or religious teaching in conparison to others.

17. Over 200 Muslim npsques, nore than 50 Christian churches and comunities
and 5 synagogues are registered in the Republic at the present tinme.

Rel i gi ous comunities, establishments and centres of the Caucasi an Misli s,
the Russian Orthodox church, the evangelical Christian baptist and adventi st
comunities, the international comrunity of Christian protestants
(“Life-giving abundance”) and branches of the international Krishna and Baha'
conmunities are also present in Azerbaijan. |In addition, there are hundreds
of unofficial religious groups, of which about 60 are comrunities belonging to
the Christian religion.

18. There are five Russian Orthodox churches, of which three are in the town
of Baku, one in the town of Gyandzhe and one in the Khachmaz district of
Azerbaijan. The Gakh district has four Georgian Orthodox churches and the
Gabal a district has two Christian churches; noreover, over 30 traditiona
Protestant conmunities (Ml ochites, Baptists, Fiftieth Day Protestants,
Sevent h-Day Adventists, Lutherans, the New Apostolic Church and others) are
active in various parts of Azerbaijan. A nunber of these comunities were
registered in the first few years following the restoration of Azerbaijan's
i ndependence. Certain non-traditional Christian-Protestant comunities, as
wel | as a number of other religious groups forned by foreign m ssionaries,
were registered a little later. These include “Living G ace” the New
Apostolic Church, the German Lutheran Church, the Baku branch of the
International Krishna Community, the Religious Baha'i Community and many
others. A nunmber of other Protestant and Catholic comunities that arrived
from Anerica and Europe are also active in Azerbaijan

19. O the five synagogues in Azerbaijan, three are in the town of Baku, one
in the “Krasnaya Sl oboda” village in Guba district and one in the centre of
Qguz district. A considerable proportion of the Jewi sh diaspora in Azerbaijan
consi sts of mountain Jews whose synagogue is one of the nost inportant in the
country in ternms of activities and congregation. The Jewi sh comunities of
the Guba district, European Jews, Ceorgian Jews and the Jews of the Qguz
district are the next nobst inportant.

20. A large nunmber of Miuslim Christian and Jewi sh religious educationa
establishnments are active in Azerbaijan. These include the Baku Islamc

Uni versity, a few Mdrash schools, Sunday schools attached to Christian

Ot hodox churches, Bible courses given by Sevent h-Day Adventists and the Bible



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 114
page 6

School of the International Christian Protestant Community (“Living Gace”).
Moreover, in the town of Baku courses in nodern Hebrew and the Jew sh
religion, culture and history have been introduced in secondary school No. 46.

21. The religious denomi nations and non-traditional religious groups in
Azer bai jan engage in charitable activities, assist a wide variety of
comunities, provide humanitarian assistance and visit boardi ng schools, hones
for the disabled, hospitals and places of detention, providing material and
nmor al support.

22. The national and religious holidays of all denom nations are w dely
observed in Azerbaijan and each year the President delivers an appropriate
address on each occasion. The synagogue and Ot hodox Church receive financia
assistance regularly fromthe President's fund.

23. Despite the affirmati ons of the Arneni an propaganda machi ne whi ch, by
spreadi ng di sinformati on about alleged violations of the rights of persons

bel onging to the Armenian minority in Azerbaijan, tries to justify Arnmenia's
armed aggressi on agai nst Azerbaijan and its perpetration during that
aggressi on of massive human rights violations, the former Nagorny Karabakh

Aut ononpbus Regi on (NKAR) of Azerbaijan - the majority of whose popul ation
consi sted of Arnenians who resettled in the territory of Azerbaijan in the
first half of the nineteenth century - has acquired all the basic el ements of
sel f-government and achi eved consi derabl e progress through its soci al

econom ¢ and cul tural devel opnent.

24. Under the Constitution of the Azerbaijani SSR, the |egal status of NKAR
was governed by the Law on the Nagorny Karabakh Aut ononpbus Regi on whi ch was
adopted following its subm ssion to the Council of People's Deputies of NKAR
by the Supreme Soviet of Azerbaijan. NKAR, as a national territorial unit,
enjoyed a formof adm nistrative autonony and therefore possessed a nunber of
rights which in practice ensured that the specific requirements of its

popul ati on were satisfied. In accordance with the Constitution of the forner
USSR, NKAR was represented by five deputies in the Council of Nationalities of
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR It was also represented in the Suprene Soviet

of the Azerbaijani SSR by 12 deputi es.

25. The NKAR Council of National Deputies, which was the State authority in
the region, enjoyed a broad range of powers. It decided all matters of a

| ocal nature based on the interests of citizens living in the region and in
the light of their national and other characteristics. The NKAR Council of
Peopl e's Deputies participated in the discussion of matters relating to the
Republic as a whole, presented proposals on them inplenented the decisions of
hi gher State bodies and directed the activities of |lower councils. Arnenian
was used in the day-to-day work of all State executive and adm nistrative

bodi es, the court systemand the Ofice of the Public Prosecutor, as well as
in education, reflecting the | anguage requirenments of the popul ation

26. A total of 483 mllion roubles was earmarked for the devel opment of NKAR
during the 1971-1985 period; this was 2.8 times greater than the correspondi ng
anount during the previous 15 years. During the past 20 years average per
capita investment in NKAR has increased al nost fourfold (226 roubl es

in 1981-1985 as against 59 roubles in 1961-1965). |In the past 15 years per
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capita housing construction in Azerbaijan as a whole anpbunted to 3.64 nt and
4.76 nt in NKAR  The nunber of hospital beds in NKAR per 10,000 inhabitants
was 15 per cent greater than in the Republic.

27. Al t hough NKAR was al ready anong the forenost regions of the Republic as
regards the nunmber of pre-school establishnents for children, the nunber of
addi ti onal places in such establishnments nade avail abl e per 10, 000 inhabitants
in the region in 1971-1985 was 1.4 tinmes the Republican average. The sane is
true of the nunber of additional places per 10,000 inhabitants rmade avail abl e
in schools providing a general education, the figure for NKAR being 1.6 tines
greater than the average.

28. Prior to the Arnenian Republic's aggression against the Azerbaijan
Republic, during the 1988-1989 school year there were 136 secondary schools in
whi ch instruction was in Arnmenian (16,120 students) and 13 internationa
schools (7,045 students) in the fornmer Nagorny Karabakh Autononbus Regi on of
Azerbaijan. During the same period there were a total of 181 Arnmenian
secondary schools (20,712 students) and 29 international schools

(12,766 students) in Azerbaijan

29. In the town of Hankendi (formerly Stepanakert) over 2,130 students, for
the nost part Arnenian, studied each year in the Armeni an, Azerbaijani and
Russi an branches of the State Pedagogical Institute. |In addition, NKAR had
dozens of technical secondary schools and vocational training schools offering
i nstruction in Arnenian and Russi an.

30. A characteristic feature of the social and cultural devel opnent of the
Nagor ny Karabakh region was the fact that the average anount of housing, goods
and services available to the popul ation was greater than that for the
Republic as a whole. Per capita living space in the region was al npst
one-third greater than the Republic average and on average the NKAR peasant
had 1.5 times nore |iving space than a peasant in the Republic as a whole.

The popul ation of the region also had access to greater nunbers of nedica
personnel (1.3 tines nore) and hospital beds (3 per cent nore). |Its system of
cultural and educational establishments was |arger (over three times nore
cinemas and clubs, twice as many libraries) and it had 1.6 tinmes nore books
and magazi nes per 100,000 readers. 1In the schools, 7.7 per cent of the
region's children studied in the second and third shifts whereas for the
Republic as a whole the corresponding figure was 25 per cent; 37 per cent of
children (as against 20 per cent in the Republic as a whole) were cared for in
per manent pre-school establishnents.

31. In point of fact NKAR was devel oping nore rapidly than Azerbaijan as a
whol e. For exanple, during the 1970-1986 period, industrial production in the
Republic increased threefold whereas in NKAR it rose 3.3 tinmes (reflecting
grow h of over 8.3 per cent). 1In 1986 3.1 tines nore fixed capital assets
were brought into use in NKAR than in 1970; the corresponding figure for the
Republic as a whole was 2.5 tinmes. NKAR s basic social devel opment indicators
outstripped average Republican standard of living indicators in the
Azerbaijani SSR and the Arnenian SSR.  The devel opnent of cultura
establishnments in the region as well as throughout the Republic as a whol e was
consi derable. As has been seen above, and as is confirmed by NKAR s existence
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and devel opment as part of Azerbaijan, it built up a form of autonony that
fully reflected the economi c, social, cultural, national and everyday needs of
the popul ati on of this autononopus region

32. At the last OSCE Sunmit of Heads of State held at Lisbon, the follow ng
principles, recommended by the Co-Chairnmen of the Mnsk G oup, were drawn up
for the settlenent of the armed conflict between Arnmenia and Azerbaijan and
were supported by all States nenbers of OSCE with the exception of Arnenia:

The territorial integrity of the Republic of Armenia and the Azerbaijan
Republ i c;

The | egal status of Nagorny Karabakh as defined in the agreenent, based
on self-determ nation, and the granting to Nagorny Karabakh of the
maxi mum degree of self-government as part of Azerbaijan; and

The guaranteed security of Nagorny Karabakh and its entire popul ation
and the nutual obligation of all parties to inplenent the provisions of
the settl enent.

33. Despite simlar demands by the United Nations Security Council and other

i nternati onal organizations, Armenia continues to this day to retain occupied
Azerbaijani territory and to build up its mlitary potential there.



