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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Establishment of a nuelear-weapon-free zone in South Asia:
report of the Secretary-General" was included in the provisional agenda of the
forty-second session in accordance with General Assembly resolution 41/49 of
3 December 1986.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 18 September 1987, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 1 OCtober, the First Committee decided to hold a
general debate on the disarmament items allocated to it, namely, items 48 to 69,
followed by statements on specific disarmament agenda items and a continuation of
the general debate, as necessary. The deliberations on those items took place
between the 3rd and the 31st meetings, from 12 October to 3 November (see
A/C.l/42/PV.3-31).

4. In connection with item 52, the First Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Establishment of a nuelear-weapon-free zone in South Asia: report of the
Secretary-General (A/42/456 and Add.I);

(b) Letter dated 23 OCtober 1987 from the Permanent Representative of
Zimbabwe to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the

87-29096 OS52P (E) / .. :



A/4~/74l

English
Page 2

final oommuniqu~ of the Mooting of Min1etera for. l"oroi9n Affairs and lIeada ut'
Delegation of the Movemont of Non-Alignod Countr1eo to the forty-sLcond 8tJo010n of!
the General Assembly, hold 1n New York from 5 to 7 Octohor 1987 (A/42/6ijl).

(0) Lottor datod 28 September 1987 from the l'Ol'manont Reprollontativo of
Pa~i8tan to tho United Nations addressed to tho Secretary-Gonoral (A/C.l/42/4).

11. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.l/42/L.24

~. On ~7 October, Bangladesh and Pakistan au~mitted a draft resolution, entitled
"Establishment of a nuolear-weapon-free aone in South Asia" (A/C.l/42/L. 24), whioh
was introduoed by the representative of Pakistan at the 35th meeting, on 6 November.

~. At its 37th meeting, on 9 November, tho Committ~e adopted draf.t resolution
A/C.l/42/L.24 by a reoorded vote of 95 to 3, with 33 abstentions (soe para. 7).
The voting was as follows,

In favour, Albani Il, Austra 11a, Bahamaa, Bah ra in, Bangladosh, BarhadofJ,
Belgium, Bolivia, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Cameroon, Canad~,

Central Afrioan Republic, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,
C8te d'Ivoire, Demoo~atic Kampuchea, Djibouti, Dominioan
Republic, Eouador, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, Franoe, Gabon, Gormany,
Federal Republic ~f, Ghana, Greeoe, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-DiBsa~, Guyana, Iran (Islam1c Republio of~, Iraq, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Jamaioa, Japan, Jordan, KuwaIt, Lebanon, LeGotho,
Liboria, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malayoia,
Mali, Malta, Mexioo, Morocco, Mo .. ambique, Nepal, Netherlands,
Now Zealand, Nigor, Nigoria, Olttan, Pakistan, Panam~l, PaplIo
Now Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwando,
Sam.oa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Solornon Islands,
Somalia, spaln, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swazlland, Thailand, 'l'ogo,
Trinidad a~ Tobago, Tunisia, Turkoy, Uqanda, U' ited Arab
Emirates, United Kingdolr. of Great Britain and Nort.hern Ireland,
Unit~d RepUblic of Tanzania, United Statos of America, Uruguay,
Venezuela, Yemen, Zaire, zambia, ?imhflbwo.

Against: Bhutan, India, Mauritius.

Abstaining: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Benin, Brazil, nulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Chile, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen,
Denmark, Ethiopia, Carman Democratic Republic, Hungary, tceland,
Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic Repuhlic, MadaqaBcar~

Mongolia, Nicl1ragu a, Norway, Poland, Sweden, Uk ra tnian SOV4 et
Socialist Hepublic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republic r

,

Viet Nam, Yugoslavia.
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Ill. RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

7. 'l'ho It' hat Cummittoo rocommends to tho General Assombly the adoption of the
following draft reoolution:

Establishmont of a nuclear-weapon-freo zone in South Asia

The General Aa~m~ly,

,!,e.£!!J.ing its reDol'Jtiono 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 December 1974, 3476 B (XXX)
of li December 1975, 31/73 of 10 December 1976, 32/83.of 12 December 1977,
33/65 of 14 December 1978, 34/78 of 11 December 1979, 35/148 of
12 December 1980, 36/88 of 9 Decem~er 1981, 37/76 of 9 Decomber 1982, 38/65 of
lS December 1983, 39/55 of 12 December 1984, 40/83 of 12 December 1985 and
41/49 of 3 December 1986 conc~rnin9 the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in South Asia,

Reiterating its convi~~ion that the estab'ishment of nuclear-weApon-free
zones in various r«<lgiona oC the wurld is one of the measures which can
contribute effectively tb the objectives of non-proliferation of nuclear
wQapons and general and complete diaarmameot,

~elieving that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South
Asia, as il other r"gions, will assist in the st,rengthening of the security of
the States of the region against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

~ng w1 th appreciation the declarations issued at the highest level by
Govet'nmenta of South Aai£ln States that are devoloping their peaceful nuclear
progranulles reaCfirming their undertaking not to acquire or manufacture nuclear
weapons and to devote their nuclear programmes uxclusiveiy to the oconomic and
social advancement of their peoples,

welcoming the rocent prop~sa! for the conclusion of a ~11atQrul or
reqional nucloar-teat-ban agreement in South Aaia,

Takini note of the proposal to convene, under tho auspices of the United
Nationa, a conference on ~ucloar non-proliferation in South Asia, as soon as
possible, with the participation of th~ regional and other concerned States,

~ring in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63 of the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 1/ the first
special session devoted to disarmament, reYutding the establishment of a
nuclear-woapon-free zone, in~ludi~g in the region of South Asia,

1/ Resolution S-10/2.
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'I"aking.!!2S.£ of the repOL"t of the Secretary-Gonaral 2/ and the views of
the Statos of South Auia cont~lnad therein, -

1. Roaf f1 rms its endorsement, in princ iplo, of the con~ept of a
nucloar-weapon-freo lone in South Asia,

2. Urges once aga in the States of Sout.h Asia to cant inue to make all.
possible efforts to establish a nu~lear-weupon-froe 1.0no in South Asia and to
refrain, in the mean time, from any action contrary to thia objective,

3. Calls upon those nuclp.ar-weapon States that have not done so to
respond pos~tlvely to this proposal and to extend the necessary co-operation
in the efforts to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zon~ in South Asia,

4. RequeG\:~ the Socretary-General to conununicate with the States of the
region and other concerned States in order to ascertain their views on the
10SUQ and to promote consultations among them with a view to Flxplorillg the
best possibilities of furthering the efforts for tho establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia,

s. Also requests thn Secretary-General to report on the subject to the
Goneral Assembly at its forty-third aession,

6. Decides to include in the prOVisional agenda of its forty-thi rd
session the Hom ent.itled "Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
South Asia".

1/ A/42/456 and Add.l.


