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I PREAMBLE

The States parties to this Convention consider the following to be

basic truths:
1. Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being,
and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity,
2. The enjoyment of the highsst attainable standard of individual
health is one of the absolute rights of every human being.
3. The highest attainable standard of individual and ¢ommunal health
among its citizens-is an important factor in the security and well ‘being
of any State.
4. Freedom from disease, insecurity and want, can only be attained and
maintained when all are born sound; ;réifrotOEted agains% preventable
disease, undue industrial hazaras and gross-physidal hafdéhips; have
available as required adequate corrective services; are adequately
nou£1shed,—and‘ ﬁave the emotional stability derived from theése conditions.
5..' Uhduo di ference between the standards States accept and bétween
the measures they take for the promotion of physical, mental and social

well being, and for the correction of ill-health, constitute a threat

Fal st . -

to the health of the peoples of all States and to harmonious relationships.
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wéiw.;Tﬁe'experiehce of any State In the promotion and maintenarce of
* physical, mental ahd'eobiél‘well—being, end in the correction of
ill#hehlth, is of direct.valué to all States.
T. ZEvery State hae a responsibility for the health of its people
which can be discharged' ‘ C B
(a) by the continued development among ‘them of properly
informed opinicns regarding ;ﬁdividual and’ communal health;
(b) by securing ‘their ective:co-operation in measures requisite
to attain and maintdin héa;ﬁh;ﬁand
(c¢) by the provision of adéquate health services adapted to
naticnal and international:- bends.
‘8. A complete international health service requires
(2) the effectivé dlstribution to all peoples of information
a8 1t 1s established by research concerning uhe physical mental
and social aSpects of health, and ite wmelabion to the individuel
and to the comminity; . ' f
(b) the' co-operation of all States as end wicn necessarys and,
(c) gince the universal attagnmﬁﬂt of t@e ide2ls on which a
corplate internationsl neelih genvice @epepdg.is remoté, the
recomiition of the fact that the healtn aad the wplfare of all
chilid=en - the'ﬁor]d citizera of t@qorroW‘- are~of nafamount
'imporﬁaHCe aﬁd équive for their pr;t tion end 19Ve,onmcnt
asciducus cars and ciose co~operanion bgtwéen the Orgearization
‘and_othér-inJe?Pstgd ageneles,, | |
In virtue of these truthis. and ‘becanuse the fifty~wne.nafions simnatory
.10 'the United Nations Charter,agreed that thg solutian éf intemational
_héalth‘prqblems is a méans, among other, tq attain peaceul and ffiendly
felatibné’amdng nations.‘the'parties to this Convention,ﬁEﬁEBYAESTABLISH the
UNITED NATIONS HEALTH ORGANIZATIQN as & specialized agency through “which

all meMber States will co-operate for the protection -and promotion of health

throughout the world.
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IT AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The aims end objectives of ‘the Uniééd Ndéibns Health Organization are:
(a) to achieve for.all peoples the~£ighést attainable state of
physical, mental and social well-bei%g-thfdugh iqternational
collabofation and.mutual assistance;{and |
(b) to pontribute.by thisg ﬁbans‘to’the harmony of humin félationships.
- . III TFUNCTICNS
In order to achisve the above mentioned eims and obJjéctives the United
Nations Eealth Organi;ation shall be the general directing and’co-ordiﬁating
authority in international hsalth work, where that work is done by the
Organization alone .or-by it in conjunction with other agencies.
Ips,fpnctiong are:
(a) to collect, analyze, interpret.and disseminate information regarding
“légiéigtion and applied teéﬂniqués cbncerning health ;ﬁ'its pfoteéﬁive
-and_curagivg ggpgcts;_in ité”phyéical,.mentél and QEéiéiAéspécts;A
andfin ite public, private, 1nstitﬁtionai and éconbmf6~as§é6ﬁ§;”5y‘the
establishment gnd/or maintenance of services.for that purpose, and by
co-operation with other interested agancies;
(b) to'collect, analyse, interpret and disseminate. epidemiological
.éndzst§§§§ticql'information pertaining fo health and related SubJecps,
by the establishment aqd(or-maintenance of services- for thdt purpose;
(q) to foster impiroved standardsﬂgf teaching andﬂtra%ning in:FHe_:,
medical .and related professions, by means of fellqwships,ﬁspécialist.”
courses, study-tours, exchange visits and other prgctibqble‘means;

R

(a)_ to promote.resegrch in the field of health;
(e) téiprqggte;cpnveqtions and prepare and recommend for-edoption,
in~acc§rdance vith the constitutional procedures of:memyer'quyeé,
agreements and-regulations-with respect to-international health . = -
and-senitery mattérs,;gnd to:perform funstisns and'dutigs-a§Signed
thereby; and; without limiting the’generality OﬂJthis:fungtiop,jto
proméﬁe, establish by agreement, and, from.tims~tp‘time revisg as

desirable:
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(1) international noﬁénclature of diseases, of causes of death,
and of. other items appropriatez%ozbubiic health:ifébtice;
(11) standariized diaéﬁost‘ic procedures of intérnstional
'gigjificance;
(11i) international stendards for the safety, purity and poténcy
| of pharmaceutical; biological and simglar prodvcte moving
in internationdl éoﬁmarce;
'(ivj international sanitary and quarsutine réQﬁirémeﬁté‘and’
’ $imiler précedures’ designed to. provent the intevnational
 ‘spread of disease; -
(v)" international condftions with respect to the labelling of
pharmaceutical, blological and similar products moving in
"iﬁtéfﬁatiohal commérce.
'Xf)~de éésfsﬁfmember Statés at their own request to strengthen their
ﬁétiéﬁaizhééitﬁ'séfvices; and, in emergencies, to-furnish apprépriate
“technical ‘assistancé and-such other aid for- health as 1f°may approve
fo aﬁyibééble or group of-people, on the request of énykméiﬁé¥58tate
concerned.
‘(gj4ffo“§f$m6%e'éspédially*ﬁéternal and child néatth;
'(HYQ‘TO co-Operate with other specialized agercics™in promoting the
155;6véméhtiof rutrition) working*conditiéné,”houéfﬁé?aﬁdﬂoﬁher'factors
réiaﬁedftd éhVirohmenEal Yiygienme and senitation;
'(1§ "To promote work to eradicate disease,'par%iéuiarly of an epidemic,
*ehdémié“b%”éocial‘ﬁature;
(3) To foster, in association with otﬁer‘aﬁpropriéfélééencies;'éuch
“activitids as improve mental héalth and tend to harmonlié kumen -
'iéléiionéhips;‘.
(kY T02pf6§idé'6i assist in providing, upou the request of the
United Nations, héalth services and facilities to specidl groups;

in¢TIuding the peoples of trust tefritories and dieplaced persons.
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(1) to esteblish and meintaia effective collaboration with the

United Nations; with other speciallsed inter-governmentel organizations
having relsted rassponsibilities; ;and, with such other orgunizations

as may be deemed appropriate; an(lr

(m) genetally to take all necessary énd anpropriate action to

implement the purposes of the Crgenizatica.
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