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I PREAMBLE 

The States parties to this Convention consider the following to be 

basic truths: 

1. Health is a state of complete physical; mental and social well-being, 

and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. 

2. The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard· oi,.·,'individual. 

health is one of the absoiute rights of every human being. 

3. The highest attainable standard of individual and communal health 

among its citizens is an_ important factor in the security and weil-being 

of any State. 

4. Freedom from disease, insecUrity and_warit, can only be attained and 
' ' 

maintained when all are born sound; are-protocted agaiilst preventable 
: . . 

disease, undue industrial hazards and gross physical hardships; have 

available as required adequate corrective services; are adequately 
. ' . . 
nourished; and, have the emotional· stability derived from these conditions. 

5 ... , -U~du·~- di;fe~en6~ bev .. reen the standards States accept and betvi'e€m 
- I • 

th;· ~as~res they t'~e for the promotion of physical, mental and social 
' .... ~· ' 
~ . . . . ' . 

well-being, and for the correction of ill-health, constitute a threat 
-: .~---c~·,,:· ·~~ ,-... ·-
to" the ·health 'o-f the peoples of all States and to harmonious relationships. 
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6:~· ·., T~e experience of any .State in the promotion and maintenance of 

'p'hys1cal1 meri:tal and' ao'ofal well-being, end in .the c-orrection of 

ill:..he~ith, is of di~ect. valu~ to all States. 

7. Every State .ha~ a responsibility for the health of its peoplb 

which can be discharged: 
. . ' 

(a) by the continued development ·Epllcing ·them of properly 

informed opinions regard~ng individual and· communal healt4; 

(b) by eec'lil:'ing ·their active' co·-o:p~rs.t;iori in measures requisite 
~ ' .. ' . . .· ~ ... 

to attain and maintain health; .and 

(c) by the provision of adequate ·health services adapted -to 

naticnai and internatioriaJ.• ·~~ede. 

·8. A complete internation~ he~lth s~rv+ce req~~res: 

.(a) the effective distribution to ali :peoples of information 
. : 

as it' is established by research concer;r.ing the physical, mentai . . . . ' ' 

and socfal aspects of health, .aztc'i. its ::-elJ.!:.5.on to the individual 

and to the commUn.1 ty; 

.(b) the' co-operation: of a;Ll Stat~8 6.9 a11fl. \v.i:c·n necessary;- and, 

(c) since tlie unive:rsal at.ta:l.r.J-;.<JlTt. of th3 il~e'lls o.n which a 

c67•1?2-ete internation~ ):tes.2:';h c~:·~·;:-f.::e Ci~'iJ·.mC.6 is Ye:note, the . . : 

rec-:),;;.Li.":,j on of the fact t!lat the health a:1d the wel:::'are of all 

. to 'the United Nations Ch::..l~ter. ag.!.·eed. ~bat the sol'.ltion of inte:.'llational 
- . . . . ' : .·. '. 

heialth ·problema is a means,- among· other, to attain penr-e::'ul and friendly 
. . ' . ' ' 

relatione among nations,. 'the· parties to this Convention lil£REBY .ESTABLISH the 
. . ' ~ " ( . . . ' ' .. 

WITED NATIONS HEALTH'ORGANIZATIO.N·ae a. speciali.zed,·agency through-which . . . . . . ' 

' ' 
·all member States wiil co.operate for the protection·e.nd promo~ion of health 

throughout the world. 
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The aims aqd objectives. of ·the United Nations Health Organization are: 

(a) to ach:i.eve for -all peoples the .b.igheet attainable state of 

physical, mental ~~d social well-being through international 
l • 

> 

collaboration and mutual assistance; ·and 

(b) to eont.ribu.te. by this Illi:la:.1s· to the ha:mony of hUL.l2n relationships • 

. III J[UJiCTICNS 

In order to achieve the above ne~tioned atffis and objectives:the United 

Nations !Iealth O::ganizatio:::J. shall· be the general directing and .. eo-ordinating 

authority in inte~national hea:~h work, where ~hat work is done by the 

Orgwization alone .or·by it in c:onji.mction with oiher agencies. 

Ita ~~ctions are: 

(a) to collect, analyze, interp~e~~and disseminate info~tion regarding 

·legislation and ~pplied techn:lquee c~ncernitlg health in· its protective 

·and cm-a!ive. Ei.~P~cts; i:r:t its"pb.ysical;. ment~l ~'1d s.oCi.~l "aspects; 

and· in its pu,blic, p·rivat·e., institutionai and econOmic. a.Spec'ta, ·by the 
~ . . ' ... -

~stablis1mrent ~1djor m.a~ntenanC:~ o'! sen·icea. fo~ that purpose, .and by 

co-oporatiQn with. other interested ag~ncies; 

(b) to'collect, ~a~yse, interp~et and disse~nate. epidemiological 

. 8..11d statistical information pertaini~1g to hehl.th and related subjects, 
~ ..,.._ r . ' ' , , , 

by the establishment and/or-maintenance of services•for that purpose; . .. ~ . . .. 

(c) to foster imp:;.•oved stand.ards of teaching and .training in. the. , . 
' .. • • .. • f - .. 

:medi_cal.anq !:e.lated: professions, by .me~s o~ fell?Ws~ips, ·-specialist ... 

courses, study-tours, exchange visits and o~her ~~ctic~ble means; 

(d)~ to.p~mo~e.rese~rch in the f~eld of health; 

(e) to promote-conventions and prepare ·~~d reco~nd for-adoption, 
""' -.., - . ~ . -. . . 

in accordance with the constitutional procedures of_member State~, - \ . . .. .... .. ~ _,.. .. 

agreements and< regulations· with res·pect to- ·inte.rnat;lonal health ~ · . ' - : . . ' . - - . ~ . .. . 

and.·eanite..ry matters, ·!ID.d to·.per:f'orm. fun~.ti::'ns and· duti~s-asaigned 
~ .. ~ . - ... - _,.__ - ~ ~ .... 

thereby; and, without limiting the~gene~ty of this function, •to . .. . .. . . . -- . ,. . . . - -... . . . -

promote, establish by agreem?nt,.and, from ti~e t9,time revise as 

desirable: 
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(1) international nomenclature of disease~, of causes of death, 

and of .. other items appropriate to ··p·<.tbiic health practice; 

(ii) etanda'Yd.izeG. diagnostic :procedures of ·intornationc.l 

· sig.:iificance; 

(iii) international stend.2.rds for tb.e p,afety, :purity'-and ·:potency 

of :phar::naceutrcal; biolog:.cal al1d. similar :p-• ..-otiucte moving 

in international corr~s~ce; 

(iv) 'internatic.;nal sanitary nncl 'lllarantlne re'quir€meritli anct 

similar proced:ares ':deeigned-'to prcrient -t!le fnte~national 

(v)'- · international ~~ndftioris with respect to the labelling ·af· 

pharmaceutical, biological and similar p:::=oduct~s · moviri~ ,-in 

· illt~rziafio"nal ~ommerce. 

( - ' '. . ' 

ri.ationa.i' healt-h· s-ervices; an.d., izf emergencies~- to furnish appro:tll.:iate 

. technical''assist~ce a:nd-- such other aid for health as' u·:~ay approve 

·to ar}y. people or gro1tp of·jieopie, ·on tlle request· of any:~me~b·~i-· State 

concerned. 

'(8) .. Toi ·i;>~o!1l6te· especially· maternal and child ·:heal-til; 

(:hf'· To ·co'~operate with other· specialized egen~fes: i:n··proni.oting· the 

~P~~v~ment'· of ~utrition~ working· conditibn-8, .chou~ibg ·:and. 'other f'actors 

reiated to enVirOTh~ental hygle~e and'oanitation; 

· ( 1} ·To promote:· '\olt>~k to eradicate d.isease, particularly ·of an epidemic, 

'eildenrlc"ot·~ocial:nature; 

(J) To foster, in associatio~ with otl:ier·'approprifite ·agenciest ·such 

. S:c"ti-vi tfea as~- 1.nlprove nlel~tai he'alth' and. timci to. harmonize human . 
,. . 

·relationships; 

(k'}' To ':pl'ovide· or assist iri. provid:i=.l.g,. upon the: request . of the· . 

Un1tecfNations,. h~alth. services ·and.' facii'Hies to ·SpeCial· groupe; 

incrluding''the .P~~ple's of' trust tefrftories and displaced persona:· 
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(1) to establish and maintain effective collaboration with the 

United Nations; with other specialised inter--governmental organizations 

hav·i'ng rele.ted. r.3:?po::.1s1.bilities; 1and, with such other orgtl.."lizations 

as rna;, be deemed app:t·opria.te; and 

(m) ganefaD_y to taka all r~eoeosary and a:;_:Jp:t·opr~ate action to 

i:mp1t:;ment tbe pu::."'pones of the Org~"liza+.ic:J .• 




