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Interpreters

The meeting was opened et 2:15'p.m. by Dr, Karl EVANG (Norway) , Chairmen
of the Committee. The CHATRMAN begen by recalling the decision taken by the
General Committee on the previous day to the effect that any smendments which
delegatiéns might wish to propcse should be submitted in writing before 1 July.
The Conference had managed tc secure the servicés of a Spanish interpreter, dbut
unfortunately- there was no Russian interpreter to take the present meeting. In
the absence of such an interpreter, the Russlan-speaking delegates had agreed to
withhold their observations until the next meeting.

The CHAIRMAN called upon the Committee to appoint a rapporteur,

‘Dr. Cavaillon (France), having been duly-ﬁroﬁosed«and seconded, -was élected
unanimously.

-

Members (€ontinuation of the genersl dlscussion)

‘Mr. VALLATT (United Kingdom) referring tc the proposal submitted on the
previous day by the Chinese ‘delegation with regard to "associate members"
(Doc. EfH/L/W.4), pointed out that it introduced fresh elements which cailed for
gome comments and deserved close study. He was of the-opinion thaf the colonies
should be admitted to the new organization only_at'the regional, and not at the
central, leyel. It seemed to him, moreover, that the criteria«chosen'to/
determine which of the political communities not possessing full sovereignty

should be admitted as associate mombers of the future organization were open to

criticism. For exdmple, the size of the territory or population of a given
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commuriity could not constitute a conclusive argument. A colony whose ter?itary
was small, but which 1ncl;aed an important communications centre, was more vital
from the health stahdpoint theh one whose territory wag vast but of no
particular interest from thetpoint of view of commuﬁications or, for instance,
epideﬁiology. Furthermore, it would be well to find some means cf
differentiating between the varlous colonies which sought admission. Theigravity
of the problems raised called for detailed -study and must be discussed @horoughly

Dr: CHEFIC TREFI (Syria) pp%nted'out thet in the preemble to the Experts'
Report it was stated that "the right to heaith is 5ne of the fundgmental«rights”
and thet Chapter II, centitled "Aims and Obgectiﬁes" contained the phrase "to
achieve the highest possible state of physicel and mental health for all
peoples”. These statements, he thought, woere in contradiction with thq footnote
on page 1kl of the Journsl of the Econcmic and Socisl Council dated 22 May‘l9h6,
which stated that "the Conference i1s esked to conglder whether such territories
..... should be able to teake separaté action..., for example, acceding to .
international senitary conventions”. Health, like sécurity, being indivisible,
he mainteined that all peoples without exception, ‘and irrespective of rece, creed
or political status, should be eligible to form part of an orgenization whose
vobjective was the protection of health.

Dr. VAUCEL (France), referring to the Chinese proposal, agreed that the
criterion of the territory or population of a country was not conclusgive. He
recalled the complexity of political status of.the verious members of‘the‘French
community, and pointced out that some countries not possessing full sovereignty
had already been‘authorﬁzed~by the home government to sign international .
instruments on their own béhalf,- and would continue to benefit by such
authorization. It was not for a technicel body like the future organization to
~adopt criteriaAdetermiping the state or degree of independence of political
communities., He thought that a technical orgénization of the kind which wes
“being set up ecould not deal with matters involving political and legal problems

- which thé United Nations was better qualified to golve. Among the three

delegates who would represent her, France proposed to appoint one mcmber from a
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trust=terr£tory The health organization}whichrwas being set up must be able to-
benefit all peoples andsto, that end the mandated territoriee éhould be
authorized to conclude ‘regional agreements and should ‘be. representedson regionali
-organizations.,

Mr. SANDIFER(United.Stotes) recalled that, althovgh-the:Econcmic ana\30¢ia1’
Qounoil had made no special recommendation;on:the‘qneetion‘of members it had :

nevertheless taken into account the Technical Preparatory-Committee'sxz

’

recommendations to inv1te observers from ex-enemy or neutral. countries lhe

’ Y

attitude taken by the Ecenomic and Social Council had been strongly supported by;

the United States representatives  His delegation had ‘been- favourably impreesedj
by, and had warmly geconded, the Technical Preparatory Committee ey recommendatior
to the effect that the health organwzatlon should “be placed on & unlversal ba51e;
membership being open to every conntry invthe~world

Dr. Per an's report on the Technical Preperatory - Ccmmittee 8 report had
likewise stresgsed that it wcs absolutely necessary to bring all states together
with a view to fighting diseese effectively, eince the - increasedyrapldity of ..
communlcations might well result in a quick’spread of diseasetoverrlarge,areas.
The report of the Legal Ponnitteo of the Office Internetional d’Hygiene Publique
(Doc. E/H/L/W l) strongly emphasized the same-concern. - Moreover, the,
inyitations sent out for1the present’Conference hed taken account.of%theee
Principles nnd nearly all countries Vhich were nqt:members of:the(ﬁnited‘Nationsj
and even oécupied‘territories,.had_been askedftofsend'obserrers.

It -therefore followed that -the problem of memberehip of the- future. » ..

Ay

orgenization would undoubteédly have to be dealt with on a,norld4wideibesislﬁ“

P

Indeedlrwhere health nas\concerned;~politicalpconsiderationsvmnst>tahe~secohd

place, and technicql matters were of prime ﬁgéortence.

He wighed to.emphaéize very strongly,-howeverjithattin conformitthithf
eStablished‘generalvprinciples the, fact- that a country took pert in- the s g %
‘foundlng of the Health Organization could »in-no, way affect the ‘question: of its |

recognltipn or‘nonfrecognition&byrotherrperticipeting;States;
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He then commented on the document submitted by'his’deLegation;‘(Doc.
E/H/L/W.3). Peregraph 3 of this dccument provided that ‘the' iastrument for-
setting up the Health Orgenization would remain open Tor signeture until
31 August 1946, This would encble Steates represented by observers to become
menmbers: on signing the ‘instrument. The last parag;aph of 'the draft, in
connection with non;self—govérning membérs, had been drawn up béfore the Chinese
proposal on -zgsocieté members was-circulated, and the - Americen delegation
endorsed the views set forth therein. Nevertheless, it should be updsrstood
that .governments not exercising full sovereignty -could be admitted only wilth the
congent and on the responsibility of the State towards whom 'they owed scome -
neagure of allegiance.

To facilitate the work of the Gwnfting sub-committes, ho
submitted -certain ‘proposals which he read:

(a) Mcmbership of- the world health organizatioﬁ gshould be open to .all

States;

(b) . The instrument setting up the~organ1zati5n shduld -be open to all

States for signature or aécession, and should remein open until

31 August 1946,

Announcement of the death of the President of the Republic of Chile

Dr. de PAULA.SOUZA;(Brézii}, on behalf of: the Mexicen delegation as well as
his own, reguested thexCommifteelto observe & minute's silence, as ‘he had Jjust
leernt of the déath of Mr.J. A. Rios, Prcsident of the Republic of Chile. This
suggestion was seconded by the Venédzuelan delegation, and. acted upon by the
Committee.

Members. (Continuation of the discussion)

Dr. MORA OTERO (Uruguzy), as soon as-the meeting had+been resumed, said he
.was in favour of the Chinese proposal and wished to'endorse what had been said
by~ the delegate ‘6f Syria. He suggééted‘that the procedure established by the
Universal Postal Convention be taken into congideration in dealing with problems

arising in’ connection with, admission to the World-Health Organization.
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Dr. .GEAR (Union of South Africa) égreed_with;thg United Kingdom delegation
: ro o :
that,ppljtical‘pbmmunipies not poésqssingjfull‘éoyereigpty‘shoulq;be admiftod;at
the regionsl, and not at the,central,\le§el. He likewise‘agreedgyith’thF;Upited
AStates delegation thot the trustee country should assuﬁe responéibility'fqr‘aﬂy
action on the part of politiﬁal cormmunities administercd by 1t.

‘ Dr. YUAN (China),\beariﬁé-in mind the remerks Of the United Kingdom end .
Unlted States dclegates, read a fevised proposel concerning Chbpﬁpr IV\éfxthe'
Report of the Pochnicel Preparu#ory Committee (Doc.rE/ﬁ/L/W;7).

.- Mr. VALLATT (United Kinédom) agreed with the United Stotes delegation that-
healﬁh was o world—yiae prcblem, but pointed out that the pfesént cese Yaé that
of a specialized organizstion end’ although that organi;ation was of & technical
cheracter, it ﬁould be impossible to set aslde certain consideréfﬁons’felating
to rules of interna%ional law. The quégtion whéther,;; notxa given territory
coqstituted a Staté from” the standpoint of internatidnél,law upﬂqpbﬁedly;gaﬁe
rise to difficulties in certein cases, He mcntionedvthe example;bf Sarawak, -a
territory whose political‘status had rocently undergone a ch&nge.,AHe wag -~

.

douEtful”whethér the He: lth. Organization could a;one'degide whetﬁ?f.a givén
'polit;cél’community.ﬁosSesscd the necessery attribﬁtes of & Stats. 1He sugéeéted
‘that the qﬁestion be solved by & competent scction of the Uhited’Napionsi ‘He,
recalled that paragreph 2 of Article II of the Uﬁgsbo congtitutioh had .already
golved the problem, «nd suggcéted'gdopting a Eimilar,text‘in the presentv
instance,

.;Mr, Val;gtt then discussed theé idea of "eaccession". He doubted Whethéf}this
procedure could pe open to colonies.,

Dr. MeCORMACK (Eire) szid he would like to know whether the procoedure = * -~

advocated by the United Kingdom delegate in connection with the admigéion;qQEQ\
Stetes applied also to 90ve}eign Stétes, or only to political communities®which

\ , ;
had not full sovecreignty. - He pointed out,that his country, a sovereign State,” '

coqlq notAcoﬁsent £o be subJocted to-the_approvdlzoffboth‘the UN and of fﬁé'?:i

World,Hehlth:Organization.
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The CHATRMAN, after consulting the mseting, declared the discussioh on

Chapter IV closed, it belng understoocd that the Ruasian-speeking delegations

could make known -thelr attitude at a later meeting, with.the help of &n

interpreter.

Legal Status

| ' The CHAIRMAN thcn opened the general discussion on Chepter XVI

(Legal 'Stetus) , and reéd the. passage on page 148 of the Journul of the Economic
and Social Council dated 20 May L9ﬁ6.

Mr. COTE (Canada) expounded;tgé dreft he proposed to substitqﬁe for that
appearing in the Report of the Pfep@ratdry Committec concerning the legel status
of ‘the World Hedlth O;ganizat&on; He rood end explained the proposal published
in Docuﬁent E/H/LM.5.

. Mr, SANDIFER (United States) referred to the footnote conéerning Chapter XVI
now_under considerstion, as well «s to the resolutions adopted by the Gsnersl
Asseﬁ%ly of the United Netions in tggrsame conncctioﬁ. ‘He maintainced that it
wes not indiepénsable thet a specialized aggpcy.should bénéfip from all the-
priviléges*granted to’ the Unitcd Nations institution itself. Each of these
agencies would have.privilege§ in keeping wjth its own individual posiéion. He
egreéd; too, with tﬁé figst two poragrophs of the-motion spbﬁittedﬁﬁy the
angaian delegation (Doc,.E/H/L/W.5), but not with the third, which he proposed
should be deleted.

The CHAIRMAN, after consulting the Committce declercd the close of "the-
discussion on Chepter XVI - on‘tho underséanding, of course, that the Russlen
Russian~speaking delegetes would(be entitled to toke the floor on a later
occesion.

. Amendments

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on Cchpter XVIIT (Amendments to the
Exﬁerts' Report5 and recclled that the Preperatory Committee, considering this a
~purely legal question, had decided to reserve the matter for‘stud& by the

éompotent cxperts.
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Mr. CQTE‘(Canada) rend and\ekplainéd & document drewn up by his delegation
o this subjebt.'~(Documeﬁt E/H/L/W.%);
The general .discussion on Chapter XVIIT wes then declared closed,‘énd the

mecting rose at 4130 p.m.

- o





