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l 

Following the ID.Geting of' tho Committee of Experts in Paris, the 

Permanent Commi tteu of the Office international d 'hygiene publique met_ 

at tho end of April and was called upon to study the :position of the 

Office in connection with thE.: plan for a new World Hoalt.h Organizativn. 

On the propos~l of the deleg~tes for· the United States and India, a 

special legal committee over which I had the honour to preside was 

entrusted with the study of thts matter. It included representatives of 

tho principal countrl,Js, ond was assisted by legal advisers from the United 

States, Great ]ritain and France. 

Allow me, first of all, to explain the spirit. in which thi.s study was 

undertaken. Deairous of supporting the efforts of the Conrrnittee of 

Experts, the Committee's con8tant concern was to contribute to the b0st 

of its ability towards the establishment of a s:tngle, strong and effective 

World Health Organization. 

Bel~eving, nevertheless, that the observance of ~.nternativnal convontic 

is an essential factor of :mutual trust between nations, the Comm.ittt:Je was 

likewise careful to respect as far as possible the existing international 

instru111onta. 

I do not propose to enter into the legal details of this study, the 

text of which has been circulated. I eh8.ll merely give you the essential 

data. 
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The Rome Arrangement of 9,December 1907, by w~ich the Offico was set 

up and its competence determined, was concluded for a term of s:aven.yeara, 
! -

on tho expiry of which it was to remain in force for further seven-y0ar 

periods as between States which had not announced~twelve months,before tho 

end of any period, their intenticn.to terminate tho Arrangement so far as 

they themselyeo were concerned. 

Furthermore underArticle V of the Arrangement the contracting pa~ties 

reserve tlw r~ ght to introduce by col1ID1on cons·c:mt e.ny modifications, in the 

Arrangement which may b& deeiOOd advisable tn the light of experience. 

In the str:~ctly legal sense, and on tho asaumption that alJ. tho_ 

participating States wish to withdraw frGm the Office, it lo only at the 

end of the present seven-year t0rm - that is to say, on 9 Decombur 1949 -

that the Office can cease to exist. 

Broudly intorproted, Article V of the Arrangement does provide.for 
-~- .. "" 

modificatilms in the statute of the Office, on condi t:on that such 

mvdificaticm.J are eff0cted by- common const:m-L.. Owing to' prevailing condltions 

l1owover it is not at present possible to obtain such unanimous agreement, at 

least immediately. 

It would therefore seem that, practically spoaking and in order t0 atta5 

the desired objective, there exists but one solution: that_ of adaptation. 

This would mean irmnediately merging the Office with the World H0alth 

Organization by means of an. arr~gement, while provisionally its statute, 

would bind it to tho World Health Organization from the technical and 

administrative points of view,- and would enable 1 t to be 'd ... wolopod in 

accordance with tho latters general policy. 

Working and administrative procedurv, official languages used in its 

work and in the publication of the Bulletin, staffing, etc., could thus l'e 

modified to meet the requirements of the World' Health Organization. · 

This purely temporary situation, which could in~o event bo prolonged 

beyond the present seven-year period, would enable a constitutional process 

of ovolu t-t on to t '.:tke place within the Off'i ce u.nd thus load,. perhu.ps v&ry 

quickly, to its complete assimilation by the World Health Organization. 
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It wus not for the Legal Coiil!lli tteo to anticipate in any way tho 

decisions to be takon _by the· Assembly. Its soJ.e -object has been to Mfino 

the situation, accurately to :proyido tho gbverlln.ents with ~ormation, and 

to facilitate action. 

-
Nevertheleos, bofo;r-c concluding.; it aeons· advisable to call the 

Committoers attention to ~ :particularly important practical considcrati9n. 
- ~ 

Tho Status' of the Offico is closely bound up with that of tho inte:rnatlocil.l 

health conventions. The orgdniza.ti.on of th·3 Office .:md tho administration. of 
. , r 

these conventions form a whole ;rhich co..nno t be divided;. up wi thou,t revising . 

Ill 
the internationcl health legislntior- in forco. 

The· question must therefore 'b0· exc.minod in its entirety, and so long· 

as the World Health Organization' is not definitely roady: to function,· it is_ 

. :indis:ponsabl<:; that the tasko \}nt~tod to tho Office international d•hygiene 

publique should be carried out in full. 




