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Following the meeting of the Committee of Experts in Paris, the

Permanent Committec of the Office international d'hygiene publique met

at tho end of April and was culled upon to study the position of the
Office in connection with the plgn for a new World Health Orgenization. i

On the proposzl of the delegates for the United Stetes and India, a
spGCLal legal committee over which I had the honour to pr081de was
entrusted with the sxudy of thig matter. It included representatives of
ihe principal countrics, and wag assisted by legal advisers from the United
States, Great Britain and France.

Allow me, first of all; to explain the spirit in which this sludy was
undertaken. Desirous of supporting the efforts of the Committee of
Experts, the Committee's constant concern was to contribute to the best

of its ablility towards the sstablishment of a single, sircng and effective

World Health Organization.

Believing, nevertheless, that the observance of internmaticnal conventic
is an essential factor of mutual trust between nations, the Committee was
likewlse careful to respect as far as possible the exisgting international
instruments. ’

I do not propose to enter into the legal detalls of this study, thec
text of which has been circulated. I shall mercly give you the essential

data.



E/BfLM.17
Page 2

The Rome Arrengement of 9-December 1907, by which the Officc was set
up and its competqnce détermined; was concluded for a term of ssven. years,
on the expiry of which it was to remain in force for further seven-yecar
periods as between Stetes which had not announced twelve months, before the
end of any period, their intenticm. to terminate the Arrangcment 80 far as
they theﬁselves Were 5oncerncd.l

Furthermorc under Article V of the Arrangement the contracting partice
reserve the right td introduce by cémmoﬁ congent any modificqtions;in the
Arrangement which may be dsemed advisablc in the iight of experience.

In the strictly legal 8ense , and‘oﬁ’tho agsumption that all the
participating States wish to withdraw fﬁom the Oifice, it ic only at the
end of the preasent seven-yéar term - that is to say, on 9 Decembor 1949 -
that the Office can ceasc to exist. : C .

Broadly interproted, Article V of the Arrengement does provide .for

P

medifications in the statute of the Offioe, on condition that such
modifications are effected by common consent. Owing to prevéiling conditions
howover it is mot at pregent possible to obtain such unanimous agreement, at
least immediately.
It’would\therefore seem that, prectically speaking and in order to attas
ﬁhe desired obJective, there exists but one solution: thet of adaptation.
This would mean immediately merging the Office with the World Health
Organization by means of an. arrangement, while provisionally its statuts,
would bind it to the World Heelth Orgenizatiom from the teqbnical and
administrative points of view,.and would enable it to be 'dsvelopod in
accordance with the latteré'general policy. . - - .
Working and administrative procedury, official ianguages'used in its
work and in the publication of the Bulletin, staffing, etc., could thus be
modified to meet tﬁe requireﬁents of the World Health Organizaticn.
ﬂThis purely temporary Bituation;‘which could in mo event be prolonged
beyond the present seven-year period, would enable a constitutional process
of evolution to take place within the Office und thus load, perhaps very

guickly, to its complete assimilation by the World Health Organization.
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It was not for the Legal Cormltteo to antitipato in any way tho
decisions to be ﬁakon:by the ' Assembly. Its.sgle~object has been to Tofine
the situation, aécuratoly to provids tho gbverﬁmenﬁs with ipformatign, and
to facilitato action. /

) Nevertheles , bofore concluding, 1% sosns advisable to call tho
Committosts attention o o pa rticularly lmportant prwctical considﬂr tion.
The Stetus of thé Officé is closely bound up with that of the interngtional~
healﬁh conventions. Tho org&n}zaﬁipn of tho Officé and tho aniniatfation'of
these convenﬁions form a vhols ﬁhiqh‘cannot pe divided up without rovising
thé'ihternational healﬁh legislatior in forcc. \

The—question nust ﬁhereforo‘ba'examiﬁed in its entircty, and soliong‘
-as the World Health Organizdtlon is not deflnitely ready to functlon, it ia

vV

.1ndlsponsubln that the tasko untrusted to the Office lntnrnatlonql dthygiene

publiqus should be carrled out in full.
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