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E/ECA/LDC.S/6

A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION 

1. The fourth meeting of the Inter-governmental Committee of Experts of African 
Least Developed Countries was held in Addis Ababa, Socialist Ethiopias from 
11 to l3 April 1985. The meeting was opened at l5g00 hrs;, on 11 April 1985 and 
the opening .statement of Professor Adebayo Adedej i 9 United Nations Under·~Secretary~ 
General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa vias read 
by f:·1r. Haurice t<J. Hakrc.mal1a~: Chi~f ~ .. Socio-economic Research and Planning Division. 

2. The meeting \vas attended by th~· following State f.!Iembe:cs of the Cormnission~ 
Benin~ Burundi~ Chad~ Equat~;rial Guinea, Ethiopia~ Guinea 9 Lesotho s l1alawC ~1ali ~ 
Niger~ Rwanda~ Sierra L•::one, Sudari." ·Tanzania, Togo and Uganda. Also.· irL' at.tendance 
-v1ere representatives of the follmii.ng United. Nations bodies~ Interna~ional and 
inter-governmental orga,nizations~,UNDPp UNGTAD~ ILO~ UNESCO~ ADB and OAU. 

3. The Committee elected the following officers to constitute the bpreau:· 

Chairmang Rugara1ru. Apolliria:i.re~ 'Directeur G&neral de la planification? 
Hinistere du Plan (R·vranda) ~ 

Rapporteur: Badjala Atabayag Chef de la Division du ~tudes ~1acro~conomiques 
et Conjunctt~relles~ Minist~re du Plan/Lorn~ (Togo)~ · 

B. AGENDA 

4o The meeting adopte.d the following agenda; 

1. Opening of the.meeting 

2. Statement by the Executive Secreta,ry 

3;· Election of officers 

4. of the agenda and organization of work 

5o Revievr of Economic and Social Conditions in the African 
Least··Develop~d Countries 9 1901~~1984 

6. ;Evaluation and Assessment of the Implementation of the 
Substantial New' Programrne of Action in ·the. African Least Developed 
Countries~ .1981~198!1 

7 o The. extent of Industrial Capacity Under-·utilization and its impact on 
Industrial Development 1.n the African LDCs~ Issues for consideration 

8, Revie\•7 of ECA activities in 1984 and those planned for 1985 and the 
1986~1987 biennium vJOrk programme in favour of the African LDCs 

9. Consideration and adoption of the report and draft resolutions 

10. Closure of the meeting. 

C. SUMHARY OF PROCEEDINGS 

5. In his opening statement 9 Professor Adebayo Adedeji~ Uni'ted Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the ECA~ welcomed participants to 
the Economic Commission for Africa and to the fourth meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Committee of Experts, which~ he said 9 was taking place at a critical moment in 
the life of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the least 
developed countries. He informed the meeting that the General Assembly in 
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paragraph 9.of its resolution 36/194 reaffirmed its earlier decision that 
the ~ntergovernmental Croup on the LDCs .of the UNCTAD at its high level 
meeting in September/October 1985 should carry out 9 inter-alia~ the mid~term·
global review of the SNPA a.nd to adjust· it as _appropri:it2 for the ne~t half 
of the 1980s. In this r8Sp<C:Ct ll he stated that the main pre·-occupation of 
the meeting would be an evaluation and asnessment of the irrmlementation of 
the SNPA in the African J.c~gion focussing on· l=!Xpc:rier'Lce gain~d from Round Tabl
Conferences and Consultati118 Group Heetings held so far in terms of external 

,resource flows ·and other international support measures in favour of.the 
,.{ifrican LDCs ~ since the ·adoption of the SNPA in 1981 and to devise a common 
position for the. forthcoming M.:ld···term Review Meeting in Geneva from 
30 September to 11 October 1985. 

6. The Execut.iv<::: Secretary pointed out that smce the. launching of the 
SNPA in 1981, the African LDCs have continued to experience worsening 
e~onom~c and social conditions particularly the agricu~tural se.~tor which 1s 
the backbone of their respective economi0s. The agricultural sector~ he 
went ons accounts for 83 per cent of the economic<illy active population~ 
an, average of l~O per cent of GDP and 90 per cent of export earnings. In 
1980·-1981.~ agdcult~ra1 outl)u~gre\..r by .:?.7 per cent and 2.3 per cent in 
19fH·-l982. Since 1982s the recurrence of severe.drought conditionss v1hich 
had spread to 20 out of 26 African LDCs, had resulted in reduced agricultural 
output, which declined by 0.3 per cent between 1982 and 1984~ ·with food 
production, the hardest hit yieldir~g a per capita food production far below 
an annual average population growth rate of 2.7 per cent. The resultant food 
deficits he said 9 had exace:-:bated <m already -.;..rorsening food crisis in. the 
African Region and expressed pessimism as to \-7hether ·the African LDCs could 
be able to attain the SNPA target of L~ per cent annual rate of e;rmv-th set 
for the sector let alone the attainment of :!:ood self-·sufficiency during the 
next half of the 1980s. · . 

7. With regards to tb~ manufacturing sector, the Executive Secretary stated 
that the relatively low level of manufacturing activities ,~vas evident in 
the overall growth pcrfol."!'Ji.tnce which recordetl an :.mnual :~.:at12, growth of -2.8 
per cent in 1980..:.1981 and -~2.L1 per cent in 1981-1982 •. He attributed such 
rate of performance to the heavy dependence of African :LDCs on outside sources 
for essential inputs and spare parts and the lack of maintenance of existing 
installed plants which had resulted into exc~ss capacities in most of the 
countries. These evidences~ he·went on 9 create doubt as to whether the 
African LDCs will be ah1'2 to achieve the SNPA objectives of an annual growth 
rate of .9 per cent or more as set for the,manufacturing sector during the 
remaining years of.the 1980s. 

8. The' E1cecutiv'e Secretary stated that~- in spite of such difficult economic 
environment 9 the African LDCs had taken concrete measures tomobi.lize domestic 
resources~ especially in the b-r~adening of the tax basa; mobilizing human 
investment for capital projects;; rnaintenance of strict control on government 
expenditure and the ii:aplementation of structural .3.djustment and stabilization 
programmes ii1.clud;i.ng devaluation of national currencies IJ7hich 9 in many cases~ 
had r~sulted ~I1.Painful consequen~es • 
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9 o . w{th. r~spect to the follm~-up and monitoring of the implement;ation of the 
SNPA at the national level~ the Executive .,S~fcretary stated.,t;hat twelve UNDP 
Round tables and three tJorld Bank consultative group meet,ings had so far 
been organized by the· com,:t:des siqcoe 1981 o ... The countrie~~, .he said~ had 
taken measures to strengthen their planning capabilities and desir:nnted focal 
points in response to the requirements of the SNPA. In spite of ·these 
efforts at the country level~ he pointed out that the reaction of the 
international community in terms of resources flovJ hasJ:~een di1:1appoint~ng,;_. 
The increase_ in the flow of OUicial Development Assi,s.tance .{ODA) during_ 
the first half of the 1980s has-been modest reaching a;.levei. of $US4o46 
billion in 1983 as compared to l•.2 billion in 1981 i~-~ominai terms o 

IOo Fi:p.a1ly~ the Executive Secretary drew the atten:tion,of .the meeting to 
the va.rious proposals which had: been put forward by the ~CA Secretariat relftting 
to the ml.d-term global review ,at' the SNPA~ which~ h~: S?idr~i could form a 
basis for intense discussions so that the experts could come:up with a 
concerted African position' for the re-adjustment ~f the. S:Nf'A in Geneva in 
September/October 1985o 

Review of economic and social conditions~ major problems and policies in African 
least developed countries~ 1981-1984 (agenda itemo5).~:, 

lL A representa.tive of the ECAsecretariat;:~ introd~cing document E/ECA/LDCs.5/2~ 
f~rst stress~d the need_ to diagnose precisely the economie,s of African LDCs 
to provide a r.easoned assessment at the mid-point, of the. :?ubst;::tntial New 
Programme of Action for the LDCs in the 1980s. He then outlined the global 
economic growth and development J?.erfcn;nance of African LDCs during· the: period 
1981-1984.o. It was characterized,by.(l· .. decline in GDP growth ra:tes whi'chs 
in real terms~ haddropped from 2o5·p~r cent in 1981~1982 to lo01 per,cent 
in 1982-1983 and then to a nqgative rai:e of -L15 per cent in 1983-198!~, as 
against lo8 per cent in 1980~19810 Th~se trends correspond to an average 
annual increase of only Oo~l3 per cent over the period~ or .an .. annual 
decrease of around 2 per CEmt in per capita income o ·.. , 

12o The main factors responsible for. such dismal growth pe!formance~ are: 
(a) adverse climatic conditions~·· particularly drought~ •.vbich .. had affected 
the important agricultu~al sector with a corresponding deterio~ation in 
the food supply situation; (b) the inadequ?~Y _of most investment policies 
owing to their high import component and the. countries' low import.capacity> 
and,(c) the low vQlume. of external assistance ,to the LDCso 

13. Reviewing the main ·sectors of African ~nt'i i' 'economies~ he gave a.: succinct 
analysis of the situation in agriculure P . the mailUfacturing industries~ j:he 
mining sector~ trade and transport and coiiJIIiunications. The rural sector 
which, ~on aver.age~ accounted for 47 o4 per .cent of total value addeds had 
record.ea·: a, drop in real terms h·orn ·an ay,%;9cge_ -annual growth rate of. . , 
2o5 per cent between 1981 and .1983 to oi:),ly .0~:33 per .cent in 1984, corres,poriding 
to an increase in per capita food production --.o.f, .2o8 per cent in 1980--1981 ~·-
1 P,er cent in 1981~1982, 2,5 pe.r cent in 1982~~1983 and only 0,4 per cent in .. 
1983-1984. In addition to climatic conditions which had impaired the 
perforini:mce Of the agricultural sector~ he drew particular attentiGn to 
the lack of support infrastructures both upstream and downstream of 
agricultural productiono The manufacturing sector~ which had contributed 
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about 7.6 per cent of value added over the period~ had experienced an 
average 'annual grmvth rate of 4.1 per cent~ restricted 111airily by inappropriate 
existing industrial production methods~· the sma.11 size of domc::stic markets · 
and the lack of export outlets •. Th~ mining sector had re.turried fairly 
low results while other sectors had developed· along lin~s ~imilar· to that 
of agriculture. ' ·'· :, · · · .. i. ·!' ·.· · :· · · 

·. )·:.·;· 

14. On the supply side~ a relative str\.tctural stability was noted with a · 
domestic savings rate and an investment: rate amounting to·s;6 and.17 per . 
cent, respectively~ ~f GDP. However~ the countries depended heavily on 
external sources to finance their capital formation. . 

15. Turning t9 public finance and the external sectors he noted that J?udg~t 
deficits had levelled off somewhat· at between 1 and 7 per cent of· GDP ~1hile 
the external; balance Of payments showed a relatively high annual defici.f . 
of around $598 'rill.llicm due to declining unrequited. transfers and. to low. 
net capital flows~ Furthermore, outstanding external debt constitute<;! a 

·,. bottleneck to the future development of African LDCs in that~ on average~ 
over 25 per cent of their annual export earnings goes to debt service 
payments. 

16. The representative of the secretariat thEm reviewed the remedial •. 
measures that African LDCs had taken to restore the necessary balances in their 
respective economies 9 namely: reorganization and revitalization of the . 
major productive sectors" and instituting· fiscal policies especially sttict 
control on government expeaditures 9 etc~ In ~onclusion ~ he· noted the· 
lukewarm ;res'pmise of the developed countries and of capita:l...:surplus develop-
, ' • • - • : • ' • ; f • • . . -~ • • : :' • ;· : < 

:mg coutjtn:es , to the appeal made by the LDC.s ~ · · In that regards he pointed 
out tl1at 1net disbursements of total official development assi~tance flmvs 
had 'd~~t:i:i:u~d by 1.2 per cent v1hile official development 'assist~rtcc commitments 
had dropped by 2 per cent since 1980 as. compar~d to an increase of actual . 
ODA disbursements of orily 0 .·3 ·per cent. He appealed to the internatioil.al 
community to increase their assistance to the.LDCs for whom the question 
had become one of economic survival rather than of growth. . . 

17. One participant said that 'his countryv s mining output -v1as c·onstantly 
declining and that' its economy \.fa~ und'o:tihtedly essentially agricultural. 
Nor did he feel that monetary'adjustments such as the devaluation df national 
currencies in the case of his country~ would redress the imbalances of 
trade with the outside world, Another pc-~rticipant noted the lack ·of Arabic 
translation at the meeting" . He informed the Committee about recent develop­
ments in his country a.nd stated that political~ economic and social reform 

• -measures will be taken by the present authorities~ and promised t"o proy_:i,de. 
the secretariat' wit)1 the necessary informatiol} and data. 

. .' . '·;. 

18. One representative stated that the statistical informa~ion contained 
in the country-specific economic study of his country contained many 
inaccuracies since the effort made by·his government to cope with the 
difficulties caused by the worst drought in r"iving memory and the hostile 
globaleconomic situation were not spelled out. He specifically requested 
for the deletion of the paragraph which dealt with devaluation and pegging 
of his'country 1 s national currency. 
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19. ··Iri ·:re'ply'~ th~ represerttativ~ . or ~CA, .oi?:served. that the; contac~,s :wh,i_r:*: tp~ 
secreta-:ti'at had'''sought to e·stahl'i's.h 'with Af'r'ican' tries by ~.Jay of V.ar~QUS ·piisions 
and, que'stionrtaires 'had very o:ftdn'' 'beirne. l:ia· t'ru'n:· ... H.~· t:h~r:~fore.Jmdt·ed ; ..... 
countries to·>sehd as :soon tis: .Pb~sibJ ... e· all ,us~ful rec.ent· inf,o~?do!!-,~j,oih- on . 
statistic's, and on> the' ecbriomi:c poliCies b¢i~g pursued, so' tha;i:, t,hedgcl,lnl~~t ! ' 

could be updated :b'efot'e the meeting on' the' global. mid-term r·eview of the SNPA. 
He pointed out that ECA would appreciate the indispensable co-operation of 
the various natiohal statistical services which would 'enhance the q:ucil~ty 
of the write-ups on the individual' economies'. 1 ~· ·: • . . . ; 

. . ~ ... . '. 
' .. ' . . . ' . . ~ . . . 

Reg10nal lj:valuation and ,1\Gsessment of the· Imp_lementation of" the Substantial"'·'· 
New.ProgramriH~of ,Act~on inAfric;an LDCs; 1981-·1984 (agenda item 6) .: 

,, ' 
·.! 

20. I11~-~b~ticii:ig:ciqc~L'1~ri~ ,EtEGAfLDCs. 5/3 ~ a representative:.· :~f 'the secretariat'· 
reca11e(: t~?. ':rnai.n qbj·ect;:~v~s . of , the .SNEA as adopted' at the •united Nations
Confer;~ric~ O.n ·the LDC:;; hE!l.~ .in ;Paris. in· September 1981 b~ which inc hide:' \,,,
prom~,t'i_t;J.g'J~h~ 's.·t~uctur,l3ft chat).g~s n,ece,ssa,ry for the countries concerne'd to 
OVerco¥~/h~.ir,:;e,~~.re,~~ .. ec,onoJ:A:i:C diffic.ulties.; improving·the liv~ng st'd~dar'd's 
of their peoples; identifying;cand ;supporting major investment priorities and··
opportunities; and setting up infrastructures designed to mitigate the effects 
of .natural calamities.; .. He also recalled UNCTAD 1 s mandan:· f.rom the United;
Nat'i~~~ ',(:i~rie~~:f A.~-~e~pl~ in its· r~solution 34/203- of 17 December 1979:. to 

1

carcr.y .PU,t: a. 11\id-:J:epn· revie.w , ... of . the SNPA and to adjust it in order to ensure'
its. ·fui;t ·im"i~}ementatio~. 4~ring ... :the second half of the 1980s, · ECA had also· 
received 'a niand,~t~ .from ·the fourth Cbnfenmce of· Ministers of African~ least· 
devel9p~~-: cou.~tr~e~· to.:pn~pare. Gu.idelines which vmuld enable the countries' 
to a:s~?ess, t~,e impJeme,ntation of. the SNPA at the national leveL, Al thbuth• 
the Guidelines-.. had, be.en. distributed .. : to the 26 African LDCs ~ there had been:
no response from any o;f the. countries •

': .... ' 

21. represent1;1tive then described the two raajor ·objectives of· 
the document.~ .. (a), evaluation of. the socio-econor:lie coi:1ditions ·in African LDCs '•
in th~ light ·'of the SNPA targ~ts and (b) an analysis of aid flows· (espeCially
ODA) and other international support measures as well as actions taken at 
the natiqnal level:., He then descr~bed th.e performance of the African LDCs · 
in terr.1s, q;f ... ov;~l;"all gr;owth \3.$ we~l .as .sectoral development and policies~ as set· 
out in documer\t E/ECA/LDCs-.5/2 .=entitl~d ~. ~'Review ·of Economic and Social · · 
Con<:J.it.iog~ in:,j~.h~ ;.Af~ican Lea,s1;:. ,Developed Countries 1981·,198l.< ~ From growth 
to ·sury;~vaV'. ,,II~ stq.te.d tha.t t+he per:formance ·of the African· LDCs s with· · 
few exc~ption.~·~. had been dismai and lagged way behind. the SNPA targets • ·He 
then gav~ .a ... r:U'u;do~ of the 'f:\~view meetings held so far in accordance with· 
the reGqran,leQ.d..atlo~1s .in. pa,r.agraph 111; .o~ the SNPAg twelve round tables had' 
been hei(.c'B.·e~i~ in Narch f98J~ :Bprundi in February 1984~ Cap Verde -in 1!982; 
Comoros in. .July· 1964.;. Djfb.o~ti ,in 1i!qv~mber 198.3 ;; Equatorial Guinea in · · . · 
February "1982; Gambia in Novern,ber :1984.;, G.uin.ea~Bissau .in Hay 1984.; 'Lesoth6 · 
in Hay 1984; Malawi'in February 'i984~ Mali in December 1982 and Rwanda in 
December 1932) and three World Bank consultative group meetings (Somalia, 
the Sudan a~d Uganda). Further follow-up round tables were being prepared 
in Malawi and in Mali. 
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22. While it was premature to judge the success or failures o.f the Review 
meetings·already held~ the secretariat representative'invited the representatives 
of: .U:i'JllP and the World Bank t.o brief' the Committee on the lessons dra:~:m from the 
Round tables andconsultative group meetings. He also indicated that 
considerable emphasis had 'been placed during the Rev'iew ;:neetings on .. general 
macro-economic policies 9 to 'the detriment of sec total programmes •. 

23. He then reviewed the follow-up measures taken 1;1t both national and. 
internationai levels. At international· level, total aid flows to. African 
LDCs had dropped from $5.23 billion in 1'980 to $4;79 billion in 1983 while 
ODA from countries mer.~bers of the Development Assistance Committee had fallen 
from Oo08 pe~ cent to Oo07 per cent of their GNP, a long way short of th~ 
0 o 15 per cent :.target set in the SNPA to be attained· by the ~nd of 1985 o · The 
investment prograrnrnes of African LDCs had also been compromised to a large 
exten,t. After observing .that the docurnent dealt ccimprehensive'ly: "i.vith the · 
structure of official dev:elopmen.t assistance~ the sectoral allodationi 'of 
aid and the terras and condition's of external assis:tane:e.~ not to m'entiori th'e· 
regional scope of the programme~ the representative of the secretariat drew 
the Committee's attention to.tpe recol:!'h'1lendations for an adjustment of the 
SNPA'9 which could serve :?-~ the basis for discussion. 

:.: ~·: ... 

24. In his intervention_. :the representative of UNCTAD affirmed his agreement 
with the secretariat concerning the slovmcss with which the SNPA was being 
implemented;.and the serious deterioration in the socio~economic situation of 
the LDCs an<l. particularly ~the African LDCs, He then infm..'"Il!ed the Committee 
of preparations for the mid-term. global revie\v of the SNPA scheduled to 
take place from 30 September to 11 .October 1985 and for the meeting between 
representative's of donor governments and international financing institutions 
with representatives of LDCs scheduled to take place in Geneva from i to 
10 Hay 1985. Regarding the global mid-term review~ he said that ·UNCTAD had 
prepared the 198l~ report on the LDCs and · updated all the important socio­
economic indicators of LDCso He added.thnt two reports·on.·domestic resource 
mobilization and aid co-ordination have been prepared and will be submitted 
to the aforementioned meeting~ 

25 o He disagreed 9 however 9 ·w-ith the recommendation of .paragraph 73 of the 
document submitted by the secretariat relating to adjustment of the·SNPA tO: 
the realities of internal resource capacity of the LDCs and the reduced 
flow of resources to them observed since 1981. lAving to the economic and·social 
crisis that was ravaging the African LDCs, the international coamunity 9 and 
more particularly those countries >vhich had yet, to attain the· targets set 
out in the. SN:!'A should be urged to honour the commitments they had made iii 
Paris while those v7hich had attained the target: should increase:·the volume 
of assistance to the LDCs. This should be the· message of this' year 1 s LDCs 
meetings to the mid-term global review rather than giving ·excuse to some 
countries to absolve themselves of their commitments 0 
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26. The Committee took note of the·observati~m by the representative of.UNCTAD 
and reaffirmed· their govertu.11ents commitr.1ent to the objectives~ strategies · 
and prioriti~s of the SNPA as adopted and urged the African least developed countries 
to deploy all efforts necessary to ensure the implementation of the programme 
in their respective-countries. 

27. ··The representative ·of ILO stressed the importance that his organization 
attached to the social targets contained in the SNPA ·which included the develop·­
ment of·· htiman resources 9 the development and management of producer co-opera­
tives~ prombtion of the informal sector~ employment promotion and manpower 
planning~ strengthening of labour administrations~social security and the 
integra don: of women into development. Accordingly s ii1 spite of the reduction 
in resources. allocated to ILO programme under U~'DP funding 9actual spending on 
technical'assistance programmes to African LDCs had increased by 39 per cent 
in 1982:...1983 as compared to 1980-1981 and accounted for about: 32 per cent of 
the ptogr'ainmes and projects carried out jointly by ILO and UNDP while the rate 
of increase for African countries taken as a whole had been only 0.6 per cent 
during the same period. · 

28. He also informed the Committee of the mandate given to ILO.in preparation 
for the global mid-term 8lobal review of the SNPA which incl~ded the abov~-mentioned 
areas. ·In view of· the poor results of the Rm.md table review meetings and 
the importance of the SNPA targets, he invited the Committee to make recommendations 
ong 

(a) an evaluation of resci~rce flo~1s to LDCs since 1981' and .... ' ~ . ' ·:·.:.' 

(b) appropriate adjustments in the SNPA priorities in the light of the 
current economic and social crisis in Africao 

29. He also emphasized the need to tackle structural problems which had plagued 
Afiican LDCs ·since the adoption of the SNPA in 1981. He doubted·the value of 
the prominence accorded to macro-economic aspects at the expense of examining 
sectoral programmes with a view to commiting resources during revie'v meetings. 
In conpl~sion~ he informed the Committee of new organizational structure for 
round tables 9 _designed by UNDP~ which focussed the meetings on sectoral 
progra~es and projects while.macro-economic aspects would be discussed at 
preliminary meetings, 

30. One.delegate informed the Committee that in his country~prominence was given 
to discussions on.· s,ectoral projects, Another delegate deplored the inadequacy 
of methods of disb~rsement of foreign aid which often bypassed banking system 
controls .(for example~ assistance from EDF and ADB) ~ as. well as the. long delays 
in disbursement (generally over two years). Another representative ·noted that 
the organization of sectoral round tables was virtually out of the question 
for some countries in view of the associated high cost. He considered that 
subregional round tables should be organized as mentioned in the document 
submitted by the secretariat. Another delegate pointed to the inadequacy 
of the present compensatory financing mechanisms for shortfalls in export 
earnings which did not cover agricultural products such as tobacco. He 
informed the Committee that his country was giving priority to the construction 
of new telecommunication lines while providing the necessary maintenance for 
existing ones. 
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31. Another delegate submitted that the SNPA Paris Accord was badly designed~ 
in that firstly~ it sought an increase of 100 per cent in C!.id flows to LDCs 
-w-:i_thout providing for a bUbstan"tive an.c"i concrete mechanism to ensure that 
the extra resources did actually flow. Moreover~ the LDCs had already 
experienced difficulties. in obtaining the. C,urrent 0,15 pc:r cent of GDP as 

.. ODA to be provided by donor· countries, . ·Secondly, it has ge~1erally b~e~ not~d 
that multilateral financial and technical .assist.ilnce institutions have been 
the most substantive and convenient channel for n~source flows especially 
of development assistance on cbncessional terms. The SNPA Paris Accord should 
therefore have exploited this advantage arid app.ointed an organization or 
financial inst:ti:ution (new or e;xisting) where the extra re.sources promised 
by the donor d.1tintries would be depositeci for later disbursements. Thirdly~ 
the SNPA Paris Acc~.rd . gave undti..e prominence to lengthy .d~alogue bettveen 
donors and LDCs t.then in fact what 'mattered most was the political will of 
donors and not the· exh&ustive knowledge of LDCs Ih?cro;-economic,policies. 
The A~cot:d should therefor'e qave considered al:lopt:.ing t"be IDA~ ADB or EEC .. 
(EDF) aid practices arid modalities wher~ LDCs are notified of funds' available 
prior ~0 conducting the dialogue necessah ,td understand and agree on projects and 
progr~tPmes, to be. implemeiited by the LDCs using the committed funds. The_ delegation 

. they urged the. meeting to table i,ts · observatidns at the Fifth Heeting of. the , 
Conference of Hinisters of Af:dcan LDCs and· at the Mid~-term global re.vimv meeting 
in Geneva in September/October 1985. 

~2 .' . The repres{mti:J,t::i:Ve .of UNE.SCO distributed a resume on UNESC0 1 s contribution to 
the i~plement:a:ti"on ~f-the' SNP;\in. the African LDCs. These inCluded prograrilrnes ~n 
the fields of education (elimination of iiletracy~ formulation and application of 
education policies etc.)~ s.:::ience (especially the development of manpower and 
infrastructure and also social science in the context of ECDC)~ cultural 
development and ccl"!JE!unicfltion ini'rastructure. 

33. The Committee took note of UNESCOjs programme of activities in favour of the 
African LDCs and requested the Director-General of UNESCO to continue and intensify 
his efforts in providing assistance· to those countries,,, particularly in the fields 
of educations science~ culture and communication. 

3Lf. A representative of the se·c:cetariat ~rhile accepting the idea of an amendment 
to the paragraph relating to transport and communications replied that the 
problems of maintaining existing :roads were very real and comprised substantial 
projects in~ number of development plans and programmes. He endorsed the 
observation on the unwieldiness of the present disbursement machinery and asked 
for concrete proposals from the Committee to remedy the situation. In answer 

.to the representative ·of UNCTAD~ he pointed out that paragraph 73 of the 
document submitted by the secretariat .referred to past trends and that~ in 
future~ increases in the domestic financing capacity in LDCs and in external 
inputs ~..rould have to be sought to ens.ure improved implementation of the SNPA. 
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Th.e extert of industrial ca.nacitv 1JJ1dl:;:,~utilizat-.:Lon and its F.\1Jact on 
)ndust.rial development £i:.t±ie_ . .Afr1can-least]fevei6~1"~countrlE:~ _(Age.nda item 7) 

35 • In presen.finq document E/ECA/IJX:s c 5/4. on t."1e· above aqenda .i.teffi,; a 
representatj_ve of." tl1e· secretm:-iat exnla.inc-d tbat. one of tl1c: cr:i.tGria :for ·thG: 

identification of the least d.eveloped cotmtries is the contribution of their 
· rr~ufacturinq sector t..o GDP of ·less than 10 y: .. ;;r cent. Iri view of such a lo~'7 
share of_l"Vf.lnufacturing in GDJ? v ·t.he RNPA. had ·recon:nlf.::r:d.ed t:.hat these cotmtr:Les 
should aim at in.crE,asing the.:i..r .· qrowt.b of manufacturing output to an overall. 
at'"L11uai :rate of ora ... rth of 9 Per ce.nt dr more~ .. The rr.anufac.t1,iring .sector in. -th~ · 
African toes is~ relatively at a low lEvel in terrilS of srLY"]J.cj::utef 1evt;:l of 
output"'aro productivity. ··an: ·the av~rS~.qe, t.he shart;: of rni?.n.'L1fq.ct:uri!;lg in GoP· is 
estimated at 7 per ce.rit in 1982 whic:;::h is bela•r t112 sr:r.PA. threshold, of .9 pe:t · 
cent or more. He· p:>intecl. out that OJ::l.f-) of the ·pa.rac1o:XC2S facing African:.lc,:::ast. 
devel'?ps-d countries is. th.e E')roblG.m of shcn:1:ctg~ , of. capi t.al for . ('3qon.crrtic develo[f.i'f.JD.{: 
,..mile 'there is a glaring presEnce of :td1(:? qr high levels of unc'!.e:i::utiliz;:;:d 
capital capabilities in the manufacturi.rig ~ec·tor. 

36~ 'Ihe· representative.of t.!-).e secrett'l..riat st<:tJceo. tha:t. it ~vas hr2causc::J ·of t['l..e 

recoqriition of . this · thornv problan in t.h-2 industric-,1 ssctor that ·t-.h.e t..~ird rreet.ing 
of the Conferrnce of J.Vf.inistets .of t.l-)_e A£rican IDCs tli3.d. requested the ECA ssc:;:·c:tariat 
to undertake a study on the SllbjElCt in order to create the necessary a"~r:rareness 
of industrial excess ca]::'.acit:y aril to maJw proposals cam;.-:-atiblE' "'rjJ:h dom:;s"cic 
policies . for 1ndu.strial·· developroerit. Pe saicf that t.he ;airi opj·2r . :_ves. of the 

. QOCUir"'tdn·t \'17a.S to establish evidences of :ind.l.l..S:trial cape.c;i.ty unci...er Utilization 
in t-.he A£rican L'Jes v identify as much as nossilile t.lJ.e causes ~.D. naturP. . of 
t.'IJ.e pr~blem of' excess capacity_ and its j.rrfpact on' i.ndustria:l. development. g_-::, 
rointoo out· that three main issues '!Jere dealt -v;ith ir.t the naner,. naii'f::lv: 
-(i) the con.ceptual fram:.:v-;ork v (ii) the causes .?.n.d irnpact ;;f · industrial. excess· 
capacity and.' (iii) measures to re t.akEm. at thG ·national., subreiJional ?.nd 
regional levels ·to cope wit..h, t.."l.e problem of excess capacity e . 

3'7'! Ps regards the conceptual framC:\\YOrk, he sta.:tc<l. that although caPa.city a.rJ.d. 
capital utilization are rEJ.atedv D.'1e former refers t.o tJJ.e output produ.cecf'r,.yithin 

. the constraints of available stock of plant. and equim..0nt ~qhilE\ the latter addn-}sses 
itself to hOI-v much of tht=) t:i.r!'D the productive capita:i: $tock 9t a fi.un, sector or 
econarry are ·OJ?f>..rater:-1 a.Jl..d hov.r much ti.rrE. ·they are idlE:.. Puch definitioii.al problems 
have.-: far-reaching· implications on ~blicy ahd investment rl<::':cisions. Since ·one of 
the objectives is to provide a frarr£M~:,rk for fut:ure n:search at the national and 
regio~l le~~ls f focus should be pJa,ced on: current output in relation ·to · 
historical' trends in. product.:ion ani1 'the .. r.:;rtE.d capad.;ty of. plants, and eauiFfi'Ont.s 
as ·this \'lill· ·capture all the relevant asp'acts ·of t.hra ·economic and cmgineerin9 
considerationso · 

38. ~Jith respect to the· causes and na.ture qf excess capad~ty." it '~as· statc:d th..at 
these are deep=-rooted :i..n t.he technological dependE:'J1ce of thE: jndustrial s>.::ctor 
in the_ African IJ"£s cou.plm with thEd.r reliance .on outside sotirc-es for rat•l 
materials c3-!Jd . oth<:-rr essent:i_al inpu·ts; small size of the na.tional markets \rJhich 
imposes danand constraints; the ·lack of e:Kport possibilities- and'planning errors 
and op~rational oonstrain'cs ~,-.1hich ran9e from inadr::.qtB.te project design to poor 
managerrent of the enterprises. As rega-r-ds the impa.ct of capacity under-­
utilization on·. indust.rial development 7 Jt was stat2d · t.hat it ·Emdanqr:::~rs. the ve.rv 
process' of. industrialization and hinders 'the prospects. for~ rap~d econ.Oi\ri:c;: gY-()~'\;fu 
by reducing economic efficie...'1cy and E:;mployrnc....nt of dcxr:estic resources in' t1}.e · · 
prcduction procf~ss and tyL!(;f up a prorortion of sco.rco national investl:rfmt 
ca.pital in idle capa.city. 'I'he building un of idle capacity also prolongs the lif~; 
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span of installed capaci tv by preventincr t..h(: renewci,l of obsolete ecnli~-:rnEnt Em.d 
thus perp3tua:tirlg · the · t.echnical lag in the African. mcs r and reducing governro.ent 
receipts from. ,,sales u . excis•.:; and exr:ort buces o 

39 0 The reprE:~s0.ntative of the secretariat thEm outl.inc.{l the prO];JOsed maa.sures 
t0 cope '~~Tith excess caraci.ty dur:i.ng the short,, rr:,:;,d.ium 2Ji.d long--t.erm. ':'\Thich could 
be :lropl<::mented at -the na:tionalu subregional and. rogiona.l levels o In the short.,· 
temr the .African LOCs should revie't'l investcrp_nt .incsn.t.ives? improve dcmes-t:ic 
crc:.dit conditions; give ·top priority to foreign r:.~xc:ba.nse allocation for the. 
importation of rm"r rraterials and other essential input:s! and ·th..e adoption of 
propE;r qUality control. and. r:ttc:iiuction technit}l.l<::s t:o enetrre i:J.1l.~ ccrrpeti ti ve:ness 
of domestic rnamifactJ,rred prcducts v &-nong others o In the IT'0XUum term, the 
cou.ntries should set: ur1 brc·ad policy gL1idelinc0s to regulate mx1 monitor fozr~-:iqr" 
inv0.strrent ~ introo.uc.:~ a systematic prcgranrne tc Iriliihr..i·.::c~ depcmdenco en foreign, 
sources for inputs r and e.ett.inq . up of national skill ccontref3 for th;;:; developrrK~rrt 
of appropriate industrial skills,, et.eo · At. the· subz-eqiona.l a.'10. regional l(3V'::~ls ,, 
the countries should ;,:;;ngag-8 in joint ventures .:md rrak·;:: arrang-<".:r:l<:mts for indu.stxial 
location and the exploration of .'~~ort p:;.ss:l.bi.l:ttie£'. o Finally" the repres<:?nt.aU.ve 
of the secretariat dr\:::w attention. to thE-: need for ·t.he African rues ·to fully 
:imple:rf"nt the prograrnme of the Industrial Development Decade- for Africa,. 

40 o I.n the discussions t.ha·t followe--d the r.-at"ticipant.s ~01rrn::.c.nd.E:d the high qualii::y 
of the pap2.r particularly v!ith regard to the corrrprehensive coverage of the critical 
issues relatina to industrial excess canacib.r in Ux2 l\£rican LDCs. One .,. . - .,-. 

participant pointed. cut tl'...at the very high cost of industrial prcrluction is 
ccrrmon to all t.he IOCs v-ihich depP...nd h&l.vily on 21rternal sourcos for rm•.r nnte:rials 
and other essentia,l inpu·ts 0 Ee '?.xpressErl pessim.isrn a:t.out the :cossibili ty of 
subregiona.l and regional industrial co o~JP.ratJ.on ,,,;j:th regard to input supply iri 
vi~~"' of the fact that e.ll tt:tE:.; cou.11tr ies an:: ~::m.gago:-J in. s:imJ.lar industrial act.i vi ties" 
He further stated th.at adequate attention should :t€ given to.l?roper .projc""Ct de[sign 
.of industrial projects since tJ'1e problern of excess capacity 1.s in r:'tOst ca.ses dec:::p · 
rooted. in the conception and design staqr:C2s of indus·tr:Lal <:~n-ter;::r ises, 

41 c . Another participant stateet th . .at .3.J.thouqh the 8COTil"'!rl.iC aspect,s Of industrittl. 
exr-.x.:::ss capacity \'l!ere \•Jell treate:l? thE' papE)r did not underscore the. politica.l 
canni t.Inf::nt requJ.red a·t t:he national, subregional and rE;gional l~:::v;')ls to ensu't"e. t.be 
i.rrplementation of thE: measures prq;osed.o 

42. One participa;.1t sta.ted. that in addition to the causes of. industrial capacity 
mldE:r-utiliza-tioh idf'.ntifieC', by the study, t..h.er,:;. is also the problem. of lan:JJ.ockedn(::ss 
of some of the countries . 'J~he inadequate transoort infra.structJJral facili t.iE-;s 
;s an ;,.., .... ~;::~""'""nt t .. o tJhc::> flo•·Y of ·g~---'ls.. t.t:ernf"e .. ,:~-~-~- t. h·"' rr,s•,ltan-'- ab~ c:!""nce o..e ,.~'),..,....·'r:'c. ..1.. . ...Ll'·'J~··-- ........ .J.,~X.-;; ~- .... ..r.. ''i'J \...)\_;t: ... t o l~ ..,..,. . \·1-\..--ll. -······· ~c ... U. . e_. _ r::)ll.;;,. ~~- .._-'t._t.,.._; • 

Olltlets ,. sane establishm,?.rtts ar~;:~ forced_ to reduce tl•f2ir : .. mxJuction levt.?;ls ,,Jt:j_ch 
leads to idle capacities of t.he manufactt.rring est8J:1lisb~Emtso 

. ' 

43 o In his inta-rventionv th.e representative of (JI-JCTPJ' ,. referring to a }.Jl,:q:r.N 
study on the. development. of j11dustries in n?source · :pcor countri~'s J said. that th0: 
s·tudy sees an ever incn~ash!g ,disc-mchantment \'>lith. t.he imno:r.t substibJ.tion 
strategies and f:xport lE.d industries. HE~ then TE'·~•:;rr:Phasized t.}}<:· rneasu:r:'es 
idantified by . the ECA. secretar.ia.t on subri::gion.."l.l ,:lJJd :ceqional indu~trial 
co'"op::xation \•7hich couJ.d enh2.nce th•-::: prcx1uctior:. cap;:lbilitics .:md ·create ~:~. 1.'lid.E;r 
ril?.rket for IDCs nia:nufact.1.rred products o 
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44" On b'l.e proble..rn of :industrial m:l1'1P0He.r dsvc:)lc:rq:n~?nt, om:. P&ticioant .sta.te:1 
that one of tb::; pn~ss:ir19 p:roblerns in the cl.eveloprent of inou:stries: in 'the,Atrican 
IDCs is the in.adecmacy of tl'1'"' r;;.:quisitE.". ski,lls. and ·i-Jx:: cibs8;r.i¢e pf: the ri•::cess&").7 
Jcraj_nin~~ facilities~· lie spscifically inv.itGd the lTO :i:·epr~?senta.tive,,;to inf():rru. 
 :t:hr~ !ll2eting. on tihe · <ixteni: t.o ·'IIJhj_ch his orc!ani.zation could·· assist Afr·ican IDCs to 
develop the appropriate ski.lls neGiled in the .in..d.ustrial sector, 

45 . ·The TID repr·::.gc:w-.J~-.. ;.. 4 ~~~, re,+=~;:,'V"red +-o +-hn rr njT1'~0:'"1)~ ·: C'-~'~--.r'·'£>1." On"" 1 C .......... ,ri""~~at_i_ve o . -· ·... -,_ ..,...':'"_ c.;;J..'.L.C .. l..-..t.Vc,- ··J..~ .. ._ '- '-'""·~'~· , .... .L!~ l ... &·-.:•: •. }.'~··_:. :._;_U!,; ~·-·j .. i..J.. "-4.:1. i.,.1..&.. 

s~dy on crnploynP. . .nt an::J. ::L.."'ldust,rial capacity utilization. in .l\frica.'1 courrtries',':; 
;·and stated that everit~OU!:fh he had no prior consultations with dit~ JASPA P'l.:cgranrnf" 
Director r ·the possibilH:y c.,f an IW/ECZ'-:~. co=opercri;:ion could. be (?J,'}?loni.L He 
a.ssli"LE.ct the. corrmi t~~e · t:ha.t such co·~op:>.xation arra.D9Ernents ca11 be :j.ooked into bu:t 

 · cautionoo that t.he 'iden cf :1.n.cn3asinr,;- the cov,:2rag(~ t:.o iD.clud~:'? more lE':ast· developE"od 
countries· in t,~e J.<.friCCl ... n rG;ion Nill deprm on rc:scuxce availability. He hopsd 
t.haJc in. the event of CJ.J.Y .inter-agency collaborc>.tia.!., ECA \.·Jould be able to 
ccntributeu both h~cr,nically and financially,7 to the:: execution of th•~ pr()ject:. 

46 0 In i~esponse to t.11.f-.:; qusstion r~ise..d on trainii"VJ r- the represr:m.tative of ILO 
stz:ted that sh"'lce the adoption of t.he SN?Ar his crq.cmization had pUiced · consic:er.cJ.)lc~ 
6.'11phasis on improving tl'lA rr..an,tx~-"rer capab~l:i..ties of i.:-.he least de\felojSA.-1 COL!l1i::;i.E:S. 
Hs said tJ.1Eit for ~e F .. frican rE:gionr t.h3 ILO· .had cstabHshed a· n1.1i'O}:;er of nat.:j_ona .. l 
prcrluctivity centres h:rt th'~ smooth f'IL'1ctioninq of ·the~ instltuticins had "been 
 hc-mc1icapp:::..d ... ry lCJgistic ard :financial diffi~lt.ies. HE" agrE~E£1 with t.he·;·proposa.l 
<:_:n · t.l!(-:i est."ililishment cf skills CJ~ntre for. industci.al 1•1orkers and extendsd t.1J.1::: 
fullest c~Y"OJ?e..ration of · his qrgapization in the 1.1\J.dertak.ing ·of. Stich 've..ritt:rres" 
'!Tith respect to subrsgional co<·ope..ration jn ·rrviDJX)'•Jer dovelopmentif he re-·amph'1-sized 
t.hE: .llnnortcmce for thE, mcs to exchanqe skill<-::rl rne:u1J:XJitiBr '1111ithin, the· context of 
'ICDC·activities and b"J.a·t the gove~nluents .. shauld seriously consider thl':: EC.A.'prc;posal 
which aims at ameliorating skills constramts o On. the IT'.inim .. :rrn v-1age legislat.ion 
n~ferred to in tJK::: doa::rne..n.t:.~ he noted i:.,.~at the policies are not implernente5. on an 
ad hcc basisr on the ·contrarv' 9 thes·e 'me..asures are carried out \vithin tbe framework 
of well established ~chlli.c:ries., , Be c.id not ,thir.k, thereforev. that. su.:::h lc:gislations 
v-;erc a disincentive t:o :L'1dustrial prcx:luctivitY,.. . 

-· .. 
4 7 , In response to the ~fu:srries raisffi by the particirants 1 · tht"~ representative 
of the secretariat G.!J.mcf.::rato:l a nUI1:1be.r o:l: measures ·11vhich could be i.mple.F..ente:1 
a:t the national and SlJbrE~;ional levels in order ·to. re::.:duce t·.hi:§ high. c~st of 
irdnstrial nrmuction v.nd t..o enhance· industrial co or:eration amonq the IDCs" 
These incltrle: the use of local e.xpe:t:tisc~ and tt-...e t::;..aining of tri;.:i ·necessary 
manpower in orf.\er to !"1:-._iuce do.::~pendence on . expa.tria·t:(?.S;; t..he, .. develop.nent of -· 
ind.igenous technological capabilities; arrangE:;rn0..:xit.s for industrial joint ventures 
and equ_i.. table alloca·tion of such manufacturing estal:.llisl"'..ments among countries end 
exnlorinq the nossibili tv of a. \<VidP..r market for thei"C :manufactured nroducts. 
rtJj_t'"l resryecbto the rrini...murn ~r.:raqe leqislation" .he .pei11tal o~1t that althouqh such 
rolicies"· are not ad.is.incer1tive to t~e E;ntoocs..-rnent of .:industrial prOduction,, yet 
the countries should provid<:c. an Emviro.mr.-ent \:i'herr3 nro:luctivitv is takinq into 
considc~ration in seJcting ·Hag(~ levr2ls 0 •• ~ • -

48 ., The meetmg tooJr. not.e of the docurr<;;nt and endorsed all b~e rrr~suros .P:tofDsr;xi 
by th('_; sE:<:retariat &..ci app<.-=BlE.d to the· ILO t8 coop,,;rate wj_i:h EC.Z1 in t.he execution 
of thr;; ILO/JASPA stt.1.dy en anploymE:I'lt ar.d. industrial capacity utilization in tl:'J.e 
African regiono 
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49. A r(:?.::>resentati V•3 of. the secretariat S'{plainE:-ii. tl1.a-t :EC~"'\. works in four dist.Jnct 
- - - 1 n, t' . 'I ..j~:h,::.'. "-';o"·r-....: , .... ~ t .... ~. -, ..r.: -I-.e i...-a.--1 I •.• 1 .. ·,::;. r(~~ _, ·~··"':,- r.IC....:,"" T. . "'- ._-... ~ 1 ct a ,. • ~ .. c::.CCaS fl 1E'.Jr....c . ..._y~ ,a._ '-·· .·.··-· .:.-~ •. -..\ ..!..;:,_01. OI: ,_._C.u.!,J.C;::t~ ·''t.l\u .. ::;O ... _:: ~-_ ... £\ lC8.:~ cU a l\, J_._y 

providEd solely on thr;::\ basis o:f: sp.ecific requesi~s of 1TtC3t'.bl"!r States; (b) studies;; 
ic)· ""'n1 l'-'cti(Jn "'00 ·'l·;,.,."""'rrdr:.·'-~n-1 ·-,f ~·?1-~o..,.:,.,~,;,t-.;r>n" ·p-..d {,=l) th"'' o,.a"'nl'""at'on o.t:: '• . •~·'-'- ~ - ··' Cl \od,,.h,·'-·--·--li~i-J.• .. .l C _,~ .... J .. J...;.l!u..-.J- •. •·"1 CCJ..,, ,J. J ..... J...'•1Cl u J. .:C 

rrv.:.:J~...)J ... .,: · V"'·+= ... ~ ,....a >;C::.t:;. .;:~~~ .. • r =:J -c.:= i· kc.~ 1- C'l . . •'J ·~~ ..... _._ · 1_,..• r.~. . 1 ... ~ .~ t ... ·· ' 
...... l ... L .. t..1lgS i C,(.aJ.,U:.;;l.·--nC. .••• ,, ,,,_,(IJ.lkll .. , !i J•!Or ••• ; !Clp"' .: c.X.~ ... !.1- V,.IQr .. ~ .. J.ng -Jrou; ..... , ,, . rammg 
,jc;urses 7 'syrrposia, etco He al.so ~:xpi~.i.'l'l<.;·:I that: EC.<\ hc .. d fiftrx::n different prcgrarrmes 
but the assj_stance providr;..('l. to t]-v;::; LCCs in 198t1 1•1f.!.S l::y scnr::: prograr;n:.es to ~!hose 
regues·ts for assistance had been a,ddressErl o 

50. It ~.r.ms fu:rth.(~r ~:::xplaj_nEd that the i-'lOrk p-.c(\.y.an:nt:: for 1985 ~~ithil.i. t11('" IDCs 
s·2cticm itself Nas constttut:t:-rl by three actvi·ties. na'TI~;;ly (i) Revi0~1~7 of econanic 
and sccial conditions in African LDCs 1984··" 198~);. (ii) Progress report on thJ 
jJ:i]?lerncntation of t.~e SNPA~ 1984-19~15;, (iii) l~. st.udy on '":focd strah.:~gies in 
the 1\frican LDCs" 1 ··to 01<:.':v.nine the ('Xi:ent to ~·7hich th.e African P£:qional E'oa.i I'lan. 
·~ J.-·,:o.·n -iml·"' ." tc"".~n tJ'"~·""~·;·, cr.mt'- '.-::,c:. rr-o1l :::.c ·rt _.,I s·c:· f .. f~----=1 ""'~""'lv 1.~ ......... JJ g .c..t • .p ,;;;[wn =-t ..w... ............ . .i1 . rJ.."'·~ as h........ c., . .., a .... ana y .1·"' o .. -'--"--'--" .:;. .. ,e .. ~ .r 

s:l tua.tion, It v11as also f.-'::-::p1.::J.inE"'rl tlv:1t ~cunds pcmni·tt.:Ln9 country case studies en 
pricing J.X>l:i..cies in individual LI:lCs r,fCtJld be sought in ·cn-~orX:•ration .'i..vith 
u7KTAD o Fu.ndi.11.q v,ras · also h-::i.ng sought for ar.io·~~l:er study on ""dc:mr:'st.ic;:: resource 

b '1'' i ~ . 1 . . ' . . ~ . . ·~- ' TL1..). 1 1zat: on .... cr deve.~op:nent fJ_nancmg m A:trJ.ca'J. !.LJCS", 

5L Finally 1, Hit-J secrci:ariit g s ~·Jork pr(]qranms fc?:- tho IDCs during tl~ 198~·}987 
hjr~"'nJ'u;m '7."'~' ;;...~·l·,~,.+-,:::el ·~,. ho-J-n-:-r corst-J.'.tu. t .. c"~ ·."l<=< -f'r·ll·"7S' ~-·-·'-'"' • •• ... \".("'"' ..U.~ .. , '-·"-''-- .• ~-·-' .~'--'-'"':::! 1 - o.~ -~ ·-'·•'·- ' ... •v'., ; 

3ol ·Techn:Lcal assisti:u:1ce ·to African least developed countries 

3 0 2 Revie; .. y of eco:ncroic-· ,-l11d social condit:iJ.)DS .L'"l ind.ivir1.ua1 .African LDCs 

3. 3 Follo\-r·up and rr:on.ito:;.:·ing of tht:~ i:rDnlerrt::nta·tion of. the Stilistantial 
·New P.r..Y:f..c?.r::rr:Y2 of .Action in 1\fr:i..cc:nl I,east: Developed Co1.mtries 

3" 4 :tn·"'\Jepth studj_,::;;::· on the econmi0s of African least developed countries 

3o5 Organization and servicing of the meetings of the Conference of Ministers 
of African Least Developed Countries 

52; F::ina.ll y v it. v.rds ex-.)lained that strice the Confcrrer1ce of Ministers docs not 
dail 'lrfith. the al1ocatioi1 of. resotrrces f the pUYJ;"'Se of suhni tting the pr<"'_,grmrr:10 
fc:r· 1936·--1987 \;~ras to c;nabJ..e the Carrn.ittee to rnake its ccmrents ana proposals 
for considcration by the Cami.:i. tb.-x:-, for Pro;rrarrm2 Co-~ordinationo 

53o The Carrnittee ted( note of ECArs activities during 1984 and accepted its planned 
acJcivities for 1985 anC!. ·t.t¥-;;: progra1t1ll1e of v1ork for tl-te 1986· .. 1987 bierm.ium for 
tra:-1SIT'issiCJ1:. to th.t3 ConfC'rE-'.:l1Ce of tJliniste;r.:s of African Ll)Cs for . approval e 



------------------------"- ---------------------------

E/ECA/LDCs.5/6 
Page 13 

Consideration and adoption of t..~e re:port and .9.:!3f!-....E!:"SolutiqJ.~ (Agenda ite;:n 9} 

54. The rreetjng considered and adopted its report. and draft resolutiono 

Closure of the rreetir!:~ (Agenda item 1.0) 

55 o Th2 Chai.r:.IT'an of tJ1e m-:::r:~ting than'Lcsd a.ll t:h.e p:rrticipants for attending 
the meeting and contribut.ing to its debateso He -then dE2clarsd the :mc~eting clos~xJ.o 



DPJ-i.FT RESOLUTION 

~~asures to ansure the effective and accelerated implero~~~t~tion 
of the St!bstarftial ·Na.r ?roqrarrme of ,1\ction--j_it·the African ·least 

develorxsd countr1es dUr:iJJ:q the second--tiZllf of the l?ROs 

Recalling Uni.ted Nations Gene..ral Asse..rn.bly re~olution 37/224 of 20 December 
l982v 381195" of 20 Decerri.ber 1983 and 39/174 of l7 Decernber 1984 on the i!-r:pl.ern?ntation 
of the Substantial Ne-t•l Programne of A.ction for i:t1.e l9f30s. for the least developed 
countries; 

:I,. 

Recallin9 its resolution 397 (XV) of 12 .~pril 1980 entrusti.rig the· Confere.nce 
of M.inisters of African Least Develoned COlmtries ~,r:Lth the resronsibility for 
ensuri11g ·t."l-le ccr--ordination of efforts 7 establishing priorities,. rtloffi.t;or.ing ·and 
evalua.tincr, progress un.der the Cctr.iprehensi ve Ne!J Prograrrme of:. Action iri AfriCan'· Least 
Developed Countries i a.hd its resolution 503 (XIX) of 26 May 1984 on rre2tsures ·tor·· 
b'"le effective :irrplerr\anta.tiori" of the SUbstantial New Pro;rr-amne of Action in 
African Least :Developed Countries;· 

Deeplv concp..rn,':XJ. abou'c the continued serious d~?.terioration in the econa:nic 
and social' c~nditions of··the African least. develo:re..-d cmJ .. <:i.tri.es exacerbated by 
-the severe drought' wnich ha·s spread across the African region 'creating enomous 
".1.-.:-1· . th·: ~od 1 'tut' ... ..::1 . +l 'd ad+. J11.1JJCt ances m .,e J:o sl.lpp..:.. y Sl 1a lon aTl..u. conseg-L"!.en ---Y w~ espre .~..arn:me 9 

···-··' . 
Pecoqnizing to that effect that th~re: is· t.he:t'efore a need to assist t:Jl*-3 

.African IDCs to (~ffect the necessary stn1ctural changes and t..'1at they Hill ne-ed. 
increased aiel from donors i.."IJ. order to achie\re thl.s objective·,; 

Notfua witb. satisfact.ion the, results of tb.e Geneva meetina cohvenffi: by t.."IJ.e 
United ·Natio1~s Recretary~C..ffieral on the African econwic crisis ~~hich' was: a:i.rnc...d. 
at mobilizing the international comm.mity to provide t.he necessary fi.11anc.ial 
and technical assis·tance 1 n favour of A£rican · counJcries !i especially the least 
develop2.d among theiTi1• 

Expressing- df-;;ep concern and disap9<Jjnt:aii=>...nt at the painfully s1ow pace 
in the i.ropleme.ntation of the Substantial NevJ Prcgranme of Action in the .African 
IDCs since its adoption in 8eptetnbe..r 198lf 

... : 

ToJdna note of t.~e trenEndous efforts made i::v the African least developa:l·· 
countries in t..he organization of their resrective oountry· reviE.V.r meetings 7 

especially::dn d"evisinq strategies and policies allied at ensurins the successful 
l.rrt!?lethentation -of their na.tj_onal developmP.nt plans ar£1 public. itrvestrnent ·progranmes 
and projects;· 

Notinq tJ1at the results of the Rotmdtable and Consultative Group rneetL"'1gs 
so far orqanize(l have principally not ~et the exoectations of t.he least devela;~ 
cotmtries :. since: .the' cera-uitrr.fmts.. I!'ade by donor ;ountries a:nd mul.tilate.ral ·-
financing institutions have 1; ID ·the majority Cf Cases y fi.()t matched the requirements 
of the SUbstantial Nev.1 · Progratrme of Action;· 



Expressing deep concern at the disappointing results o.f the negotiations 
on the Substantial Nev.r. Proorarome of Action :at the sixth session of ·the United 
Nations Conference on Trad~! and Dev:elopriJ3.riti·· held. 1n -~elgra.de i June~"'LTuly -1983 I' 

Noting t.h.at the UNCI'AD In-tergove~ntte..ntal Group on IDCs at i t.s hiah 
level meetirJ0 from 30 SeptE'.:.mber ·- 11 October 1985 ~,,rill can.:r out a 
Global ~Ud-teJ:m F.evia.r of ·the SUbstantial Nev,r Progrc>JJ[(le of Action for the 1980s 
for the IOCs arld to adjust it.v as appropriate 1,. :i.rbrdcr to c:nsure its fullest 
implementation during the ne~ half of tl1e 1980sr 

1. Btron<dv urges once arrain the 2\_frican leas-t develoned cotmtries to 
ad.equately prepare. therrselves fo~ the ~-1idc·term Global Reviav in September/ 
October 1985 in order to make practical proposals for t.~e adjustment of the 
SNPA'!' as appropriateu so a.s to take into consjJJ.eration their special circumstances 
a11.d to expedi t.e ib3 imple.me..TJ.tation during the second half . of the decade, 

2o ;'" Urges :developed. countriesp developi.11g countries in a position: to 
do sov Multilateral Financing Institutions:r ·UN organizations and other conee:rned 
:inter-governmental o non--~governmental and :int<::rnati:onal organizations;'· to. be 
:r-epresented at a high level at the Global N!id·-,te:r:'m Revie.>\7 Meet-ing and to take. 
appropriate measures to J!ut the SNPA jnto its proper p:!rsrective :inordcr to · 
~-msure its eff6C·tiv,_";! iJ.""(.plemmtation durillg tl1<2 second half of the 1980su 

3 o Urges the.· African. IDCs to· intensify b.'1eir efforts to~rards ... increased 
agricultural prOduction.·especially food 9 -as. a-m~~s of reducing the ever 
increasing depende...nce on' oxternal sources for food and ·calls ur..on t..he International 
Corm.mity to prov.ir1e tl1e necessary technical and financial assistance for 
agricultural and rural develop.:rent in the African le.ast developed countries f 

4" Dra~,rs t.he attE.mtion of the Africa.'1 IDCs to the nee<i f:or morE~ effec-tive 
and efficientUtilizatj_onu rr.anagero.snt and ma:intenance of the existillg 
infrastructures u equi}.E"ent 1, spc-rre parts includiJJ.g the incn?ase utilization of 
domestic ra~1~aterials ~!giving prope-r incentives for their development, 

5o Calls upon the 1-'.frican. LDCs ·to qive rr:or·::::: attention ·'·to subreqional 
scherres in t..heir Round Table Eeetings ~ri th-donors as called for by paragraph 
90 of tlJ.e S:NPA as a means of assistit'J.q the aspirations of the LDCs to achieve 
g;..=eater economic co=ep-o-.ration and integration~. 

6.· FtJ.rther calls upcm the African LDCs to gj_ve greater enphasis than 
heretofore to sectoral projf_cts i'J1rl _pro;:rmnrcf'f; so ~s to Lma.hlc· ai0. carnr(li'l:rrslts by 
donors to be more precisev fL"'T!1. and properaly oriented~ 

7. · Urqer; donor· count:t:ies ~tJ'itJ'lin the ove.:r:·all context of the Substantial _.....___ 
t~1 Prograrrme of Action and. of proaress tO\\Brds th~:; 0 ~ 7 ~-x::r ce..nt, to attain the 
Ool5 per cent of their G\~ as official developrr~;nt assistance (ODA) or to 
double t.'leir ODA to the least developEd countries during the rmaining years of 
the 1980so 

8" Further tu.qes donor counqies to intrcduco more fle..xibili ty in th:-:; 
disburse.JCBnt of officT.1.T dGvelopnr.::nt assistance~ (ODJ\) in order ·to circumvent th.e 
problem of t:Lme laq wrlich has a· negative :i.Inr...a.ct on project impleme.L:tation in the 
African least develop:::d countries and calls upon th<2 jntemational donor corrrmm.ity 
to provide ODA to the IOCs on em untied basis to 1.:he IP.aximum <3xtent possiJ.~lt~u 
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9. Tl'ielcon:es the efforts of some donors in providing assistance adapted 
to the special needs of: t..he 1-\frican least developed cotmtries in the fonn of 
grants r as well as in more flexible forms such as local and recurrent costs 
financing v maintenance aid.,, rehabili tatj_on aid r as ~<!ell as balance of payrrr...nts 
support and urges other donors and multilateral financing institutions to 
take siwilar steps as a general rulef 

lOo Calls uoon developed donor countries to respond postivr-~ly to rc~uest 
from the [-l.frican lear£ developsd countries for &"1. alleviation of th.eir debt burden 
resulting from official devE;lopm?nt assistance {ODA) loans p including a fX)ssible 
cancellation of such debt and other retroactive adjustments or egu.ivalent 
actions and to .in:'u;JlE;.rrent fuJ_l y the provisions of UNCI~AD l s Trade and Developm-.. :sTt 
Boan.1 P.esolution 165 {S~·IX} of 11 March 1978 • 

11 o Expresses its gratitude to the Executive Secreta..ry of ECA for efforts 
deployed in the monitoring and folloi.'r~up of the iroplerrEntation of the Substantial 
'NevJ J?rogramne of Action in the African region and requests him to report on the 
outcarre of the Mid~·term Global Revie:vv MeGting along l;;Ji th progress in the 
implementation of this resolution to the siA~~ meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers of African LDCs in 1986, 




