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Note by the Secrstary-General

The text of the annexed Convention on the Rezulation of Inter-
American Autevmotive Traffic which was opened for signature st Washington, D.C.
on 15 December 1943 and has been ratified by thirteen Americen Stetes,
is transmitted to the Governmments as one of the working papers for the
United Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport in accordance with
the request of the Economic and Social Council in Resolution 1L7 (VII) B
of 28 August 1949,
The following informetion concerning sipgnatures and ratifications
to the Convention was provided by the Pan Americen Union, the Depositary
of the Convention, on 20 December 1948:

/SIGNATURES



™ /coNE,8/k

Page 2

SIGNATURES ARD RATIFICATIORS

Date of Deposit of Instrument

Country Date of Signature of Ratification
ARGENTINA 27 June 1947 L November 1943
BOLIVIA 15 December 1943 - - = = - - - - -
BRAZIL 15 December 1943 8 January 1945
CHILT 27 October 194h 28 October 1948
COIOMBIA = | = e = e w = = == meomemeomeom === =
COSTA RICA 20 January 194k (see note, below)
CUBA 15 December 1943 = = = = = = = = = =
ECUADOR 15 December === 0= = = = = = = - -
EL SALVADOR 6 January 1944 6 July 1944
GUATEMALA 15 December 1943 6 July 19k
HATTI 15 December 1943 - = o = o - - - =
HONDURAS 24 April 194L 2k May 1947
MEXICO == e s e - - == e e e s e = ===
NICARAGUA 15 December 1943 31 August 194k
PANAMA 13 July 194k 6 Wovember 1946
PARAGUAY 26 Februery 1947 28 October 1548
PERU 15 December 1943 25 July 194k

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
UNITED STATES

URUGUAY
VENEZUETA

15 December 1943
31 December 1943

—————————

- m m e e = e =

T August 194k
29 October 1946

Note: Costa Rica ratified the Convention on 11 August 1946 but has not
yet deposited the instrument of ratification with the Pan
American Union.
SUMMARY
17 countries have signed the Convention
12 countries have ratified and deposited instruments of ratification
1 country has ratified but not deposited
L countries have neither signed nor retified the convention
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ANIEY

CONVENTION ON THE REQUIATION OF INTER-AMERICAN AUTOMOTIVL. TRAFFIC

The Governments cf the Americen Republics, desireus of < =tablishing
uniform rules among themselves to control and regulate Iintermational
automotive traffic on their highways, and to facilitate the movement
of motor vehicles among such States,

Have decided to conclude the present Conventicn in order to
effectuate the foregoing purposes, and have agreed upon the Tollowing
articles:

Article I

It is recognized that each State hac exclusive jurisdiction over the
use of its own highways, but agrees to their international uvse as
specified in this Convention.

Article II

Under the terms of the present Convention, a motor ehicle shall
be defined as any self-propelled vehicle circulating upon & public highway
without the need of rails and used for the transport of percoms cr
merchandise.

A highway shall be defined as any public way maintained Tor and
open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

An operator shall be defined as any person who drives or is in
actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon a hichway.

Article IIT

The cperator of a motor wehicle circulating in any State which is
a party to this Convention is subject to the traffic laws and regulations
in force in that 3tate or subdivision therecof.

A copy of such laws =nd regulations may be handed to the operator
at the time of entering each State, by the customs authorities who are
clearing the vehicle for entry, or by any authorized agency.

Article IV

The Contracting States shall not allow customs measures to be put
into effect which will hinder international travel,

Simplified customs and other regulatory measures which have been or
may be put into effect by any contiguous States parties to this Convention,
for the facilitation of international automotive traffic, shall be
considered to be in furtherance of this Conventicn and shall be encouraged.

Article Vv

Before admission to international traffic, every wehicle shall be

registered by the State of origin in the manner prescribed vty its laws, or

by any subdivision thereof having legal authority to register vehicles.
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Article VI

L—ery motor vehicle operator before admission to international

traffic shell have such driving license as rmay be required by the lavs
o his 3tate or zuch as may be issued by eny volitical subdivision thereof

having leral authority to issue driving licenses. In the event that no
such drivins license is required by his State or any political subdivision
thereof. 2 specis) international driving license such as is specified in
Article 7I1T shell be valid., ilo operator shall be admitted tc international
travel vho iz less than 18 years of age.
Article VII
idena2 or compliance with the conditions of this Convention
shall ontitls aotor weliicles and motor vehicle operators to circulate on
the airivmays of any of the Contracting States.
Article VIII
1itizal subdivisions shall maintain central
hueze e o rexfsirotlon with fuzilities for the exchanze of information
vith othey Jtotez 25 to registration of vehicles and operators.
Article IX
In addition to the registration platc or plates of the State of origin
_vE its lepaily empowered political subdivisions each vehicle shall
ﬁiiﬁplay'an international registration marker indicating the country of
Egﬁigin. This marker shall be in the form of an oval plate not less than
%i inches (8 cm.) wide by 10 inches (26 em.) long bearing capital Iatin
gjﬁ%tera painted black on a white background.
25 The distinctive names or letters indicating the several countries

?Ell be the following:

Argenting---~~--emceanx ARGENTINA
Bolivia=-==-mcecceeenae BOLIVIA
Brazile~=----cecocecaax BRASIL
Chile-=--ommmmmmmmemeem CHILE
Colombig-----cecccuaca- COIOMBIA
Costa Rica-------- ==---- COSTA RICA
L R CUBA
Deminican Reopublic----- REP. DOM.
Eeugdor=-=-=cmccmmcaaan ECUADOR
El Salvador-------==e=-= SALVADOR
Guatemala----=-cmccmau- GUATEMATA
Haitiee e HAITI
Hondurag=-=—--=-ceeac-- HONDURAS
Mexico=——-=mcmmmmmenma MEXICO

/Nicaragua----
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ficaragug-r--===-====-- HICARAGUA
Pangmeg--=r-=semmomoa-a- PATTALA
PREEEUAT = ermo R PARAGUAY
- e e PIRU

United States of

America---=e=~mcco-a- U.S5.A.
Uruglaye=resrascec=men TRUGUAY
Venezuela==cemeenen-ea- VENEZUELA

This distinctive plate shall be issued by the State or its authorized
representatives.

411 repistration pletes shall be plainly visible.

Motor vehicles bearing the internmational registration markers provided
for by the International Convention for the Circulation of Automobiles,
1009, as amended in 1926, shall be recognized as hoving complied with the
forecgoing conditions concerning international registration markers.

For admission to international travel, cach motor wehicle shell
bear in a readily accessible location the name of the manufecturer of the
vehicle, the manufacturer's number of the checsis, snd the munufacturer’'s
number of the engine.

Article X

Unless otherwise vrovided by the laws or r--nlations of the respective
States or subdivisions thereof, the size of vehicles and loeds shall be
limited to the following:

1. 1lNo vehicle shall exceed a total outside width, including

any load thereon, of 8 feet ({2.44 meters).

2. No wehicle with or without load shall exceed a maximum helght

of 12 feet, 6 inches (3.80 meters).

3 o vehicle shall exceed an over-all length of 35 feet (10,70

meters) and no combination of vehicles coupled together shall

exceed a total length of 45 feet (13.75 meters).

4.  TWo vehicles shall carry any load extending more than 3 feet

(91 centimeters) beyond the front thereof.

15 o passenger vehicle shall carry any load extendlng beyond

the lins of the fenders on the left side nor extending more than

5 inches (15.2 centimeters) beyond the line of fenders on the right

side thereol'; provided however that in 3tstes in which the left

hend drive is ccmpulsory the provisions of this narasraph referring
to the side of loads shall be reversed.

=
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ial permits for vehicles or combinations ¢f wehicles exceeding

these limits may be issued by the competent autherities of the States.,

/article XI
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Article XI

Unless the laws and regulations of the respective States or political
subdivisions thereof provide otherwise, the following requirements as to
squipment shall be indispensable for motor vehicles admitted to international
traffic:

1. Tvery motor vehicle shall have brakes adequate to control the

movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle., The brakes shall be

capable of stopping the vehicle on a dry, smooth, level road within

a distance of 30 feet (9 meters) when travelling at a speed of

20 miles (32 kilometers) per hour.

2. DLvery motor vehicle shall have a suitable horn or other
warning device satisfactory to the regulatory authorities.
3. Ivery motor vehicle other than a motorcycle shall be equipped
with twe head lamps, at the front of and on opposite sides of the
vehicle, which shall at night, under normal atmospheric conditions
and on a level road, produce light sufficient to render clearly
discernibls @ person not less than 350 feet (107 meters) ahead and

hall be canable of operation so as not to project a glaring or

&1

w

dazzling light. Every motorcycle shall have at least one head lamp.

k. Every motor vehicle, and every trailer or semi-trailer

vhich is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles, shall carry

et the rear a lamp which exhibits a red light plainly visible at

night under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500
“Teet (152 meters) to the rear of such vehicle. The registration plate
-carried on the rear of such vehicle shall under like conditions be so
‘illuminated by a white light as to be read from a distance of 50 feet
(15 meters) to the rear of the vehicle.

5. Every motor vehicle shall have a muffler in good working order

and in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise.

6. Every motor vehicle which is so constructed or loaded as to
.obstruct the driver's view to the rear thereof from the operator's
}%ﬁéition shall be equipped with & mirror so located as to reflect
to the driver & view of the highway for a distance of at least 200
‘feet (70 meters) tc the rear of such vehicle. )

7. Every motor vehicle other than & motorcycle shall have a windshield
wiper in good werking order. '

Article XII
gi= A special internatlional autombile certificate, in addition to the
l;égistration required by Article V, may be required for each motor
~ehicle for admission to and circulation in any individual State party

/to this Convention
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to this Convention, if the Stste sc elects, Provision for the issuance
of such certificate shall be mede by each Contracting Stete, and such
document shall be issued by the State, or by any euthorized political
subdivision thereof, or by an associstion duly empowered by such authorities,
or by an authorized representative of either the Contracting S5tate or
of one of its political subdivisions, having legal authority to issue
such certificates. The validity of such special international automobile
certificate shall be recognized by all officials having jurisdiction
over matters involving legal ownership of the vehicle, The certificate
shall be in the form, of the size, and contain the information prescribed
in Amnex A to this Convention, and shall be valiid for one year from date
of issuance.

The international automobile certificate issued in accordance with
the International Convention of 1926 on Automibile Circulation shall be
deemed to meet the requirements of this Article.

Article ZXIII

A special international driving license may be reguired for sach
operator admitted to circulation in any individual State party to this
Convention, if the State so elects. Such a special license shall be
required for each operator who does not possess a domestic driving
license as required in Article VI. Provision for the issuance of such
international driving license shall be made by each Contracting State, and
such document shall be issued by the State, or by any authorized political
gsubdivision therecof, or by an association duly empowered by such authorities,
or by an authorized representative of either the Contracting State or one
of its pelitical subdivisions having legal authority to issue driving
licenses. The validity of such special international driving license
shall be recognized by all officials having regulatory powers over _
automotive traffic. The license shall be in the form, of the size, and
contain the information prescribed in Annex B to this Convention, amd
shall be valid for one year from date of issuance. _ fzh

The international driving license issued in accordance with the
International Convention of 1926 shall be deemed to meet the requireme:
of this Article.

Article XIV
A general bond gueranteeing payment of customs cﬁarges on any motor
vehicle to be admitted to international traffic, @ue and paysble within
the country in which such charges may be incurred, may be required by any
State party to this Convention.

/The international
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The internationsl customs pass (carnet de passage en douane) of
the Association Internstionele des Automobile Clubs Reconnus or of the
Alliance Internationale de Tourisme shall be deemed to satisfy the
requirements of this Article for any Contracting State in which a bond
is required,

o bond shall be required in any Contracting State 1f the stay of
the foreign vehicle therein does not exceed the period allowed for free
stay.

Article XV

Fach State may establish such reguirements as it may deem necessary
to record the passage into and out of its territory, of wvehicles and
operators admitted to international traffic. If such records are maintained,
they shall include a notation that the wvehicle has complied with the
provisions of Articles X and XI.

Article XVI

The hours and routes decdicated to the crossing of frontiers by
properly registered vehicles shall be fixed by common consent of the
ad jacent States and their decisions communicated to the corresponding
custom authorities.

Article XVII
Infractions of this Convention shall be punished in conformity with
_ﬁﬁg_lﬂﬂé and regulations of the country in which committed.
Anfractions which shall have incurred judicial penalty shall be
_ﬁ-;fﬁd by the judge or magistrate to the proper authorities, who

Article XVIII

‘wehicle or operator admitted to international traffic under

8ions of the International Convention for the Circulation of

@s, 1909, as amended in 1926, and-holding the documents required

ir; will be recognized as fulfilling the requirements of the

.ébnvention.

o Article XIX

lﬁ§a original of the present Convention in Spanish, English, Portuguese,
; h shall be deposited with the Pan American Union and opened

gﬁature by the American republics., The Convention shall alsc be

for the adherence and accession of American States which are

bers of the Pan American Union. The Pan American Union shall

: t authentic certified copies to the Governments for the purpose of
cation. -

;1"1“"";'\1& v
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ANNEX A

INTFRNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE CERTIFICATE

Name of Country
INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE CERTIFICATE
(Size of forms when printed: 5 3/4" x 3 3/8")
The validity of this certificate shall be recognized by all officials

having regulatory powers over the registration of motor vehicles in
the following countries, with the exception of the country in which issued:

Argentina Haiti
Bolivia Honduras
Brazil Mexico
Celombia Nicaragua
(Costa Rica Panama
Cube Paraguay
Chile Peru
leminiecan Republic United States
Ecuador of America
iy El Salvador Uruguay
- Guatemala Venezuela

i

-"'"""""""'_ ———s thiOugli uames oI countries which have not ratified the
M&ntion at time of issue.

/INTERNATIONAL
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INTERNATICONAL AUTCHMCBILE CERTIFICATE

Issued in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the
Regulation of Inter-American Automotive Traffic signed at 'ashington, D.C.,

U.S.A., in 1943,

Issued by -=-===-====- m—————— e T T
At cmemmemmnn e s e
Date ===-=- S B A B B B S B B R R R S
Signature (X) ====meemmmm oo e e e
HUMDEY " S-ess g banu o f s e s d e s i e T Sl s R L R e Ll A F e e s s i aa

(x) Signature of Authority or signature of Association empowered by the
Authority, and "visa" of the latter.

Good for one year from date of issue.

Owner (CUYNAME ! == mm s m s e e e e e e e e e e
or OFheY NAMESG 1 =m0 0 i i M 20 i i e
Holder tHome AddTeSE ! smemm s e e e e
Class of vehicle: -e--memmcr e e s s e s c e mn E S e m S e A -
Name of maker of ch8ssig: -=----meececmccemccnccr ot cce e et cecccec e cecnnea
Type of chassis: reeerwmm e e e e e aCw e e e
Serial number of type or maker's number of chassis: ----eeemmeccmoccoeaaaaaa
Number of cylinders;: ==semeemme o ccc e e e e e e
(Engine: mnbisr; dsessvesyisdsiinndordup Dl e SR R s e
Engine----=--- [StYOKE: ==mmemmmmecsesecccacaecomamnaceasnmsammancanas e
BOre: meees e e s e S e e e R e e e s e s e S e S w e e e
Horse power: =sm-=-swemcceccccdncrcccccecmrerentar s -
TYPe | Srmessms e s o - mememem——— e b e B e L e e
Body-========{COLlOT: =======cme=mm—em—————— e L -
Number of seats: =--ce-cemccccmcccccccmccnnccncrccmccman

Weight of vehicle without load (in kilos): ==e=cmmecccacmcamcenccccneaa
Weight of vehicle fully loaded (in kilos) if exceeding 3,500 kilos:
Tdentification marks on plates: =--=-ececcceccconaa- mmmemmmecea————-

(The entrance visa should contain the following data: country, plaéﬁ-
date, signature and seal of the authority granting the visa.)

/ANNEX B



ilame of Country

T RTATICHAT TRTVTHG LICEISE

o” Torm when printed: 5 3/4" x 3 3/8")

coznized by all oflflecials having

P e Lt o) sior: ovar sutomotive traffic in the following countries,

Bolivri Honduras

Firart .l lexico

cubn Paraguay

Shad 1e Peru
Dominican Reoublic United States
or of Americs
£1 Bal-ado Uruguay

Venezuela

varougnh names of countries which have not ratified the

orn. at time of issue.

/INTERNATIONAL DRIVING
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Iscued in accordance with the provisions of the Convention on the

Regulztion of Inter-American Automotive Traftic signed at Weshiuglon, 2.C.,
US4y 480 1943,
Issued By ——-—---r-ccccmcammcacn e cd dm s m s s s s s m e s s C s s cm s c s e c o -
F A et e e P
L R e T
Signature (X) =-==-=mmmcmmmme e et e oo
NUMDETY =cm-emmmerm e e s e e e e e s e e e e e e e e -
(x) Signature of Authority or signature of Association empovwered by the
Authority, and "visa" of the latter.
Valid for one year from date of issue,
PARTICULARS CONCERNING THE DRIVER
Photograrh

Official

seal .
SUrname =-c----cm e m e e e e e m e el mme e 1
Other Names -=-— = cm e e e e 2
Place of birth —--ccecmcm o e 3
Date of birth —---=-cmmmm e 4
Home address ——-—--—-mm s s e e m e m 5

(Name of country)
REVOCATION

M. (Surname and other names) ---------------------------------------------
authorized as gbove by the authority of (country) ----------uc--- P
---------------------------------------------------------- is deprived of the
right to drive «dn (oounbry) scvccaisusimmsimimssmpussssispenestrinssssnpo i
Dy re8s0n Of m=rmmmmcemme e e ———— :

Seal of
Authority
- e e e

(The three categories of driving licenses indicated below - A, B and C =
are established in order to permit States or subdivisions thereof which h&'
special requirements differentiating among drivers of light vehicles, hea§y~
vehicles and combinations, and motorcycles, to issue appropriate 1icensea';,
for each or all of these classes. A separate seal of authority is providgd‘l

bl

for uce in such case or cases.) ’
A B g =

Motor Vehicles of which Motor Vehicles of which Motorcyeles
the weight with load does the weight with load with or without
not exceed 3,500 kilos exceeds 3,500 kilos side-car,

Seal of Authority Seal of Authority Geal of Authority





