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Western Burope, should employ identical signs. The United Kingdom
proposal was thus a step in the right direction,

The CEAIRMIN thought that the wording of the United Kinedom
amendment, whieh referred to "States which have cormon land frontiers®
would mean that the Unlted Kingdon itself would be left outside any
Eurcopean system; that- would be disastrous in view ¢f that country'ls
importance in internatirnal traffic, That involved a questi-n of
prineiple which, if the United Kingdam representative insisted on his
amendment, would have to be submitted toc the Confercnce,

If accepted, the Netherlands interpretation would, he thouzht,
reduce the significance of the Conventioa.

M;. TEIROT (France) pointzd out that if international agrzement
was to be reached, individual countries must submit to a minimm of
discipline by adopting the broad outlines of the system of signals
given in the Annex, Within that frame-work some flexibility might be
permitted, and was in fact provided for by parazraph 1 of Artielo 13,
which used the words "as far as possible’, He failed to understand the
deaire for a greater moasure of flexibility, since paragraph 1 simpl-
laid down that & new sign should conform with the system in use in the
Stdte in guestion. That State was therefore at liberty to adapt its signs
generally to the needs c¢f its population,

He supported the Danish proposal for diffawent tims 345245 Tor
intermationz]l trnk routes and for secondary roads,

Mr., CONNORS (Unitcd States of Anmerica) reminded the meeting
that the Western Hemlsphere had its own homcgeneous system of rosd
signs and signals, which diffcred somewhat from that of Europe. The
gountriss of the Americas did not expect Eurcpenn countries to adopt
that system, any more than they themselves expected to heve to adept
the Buropean system. The United St.tc:c delegation, unlike the
Netherlands delegotion, cunsidered that Articlel 15 laid a definite
obligatizn cn Contracting States. Thercfore, teing uwable to acecept
Article 15 and Annex 4, it proposed that the two e placed in a
supplementary protocol for separate siznciure,

The United States Covernment was most anxi-us tc cccede tc the
Convention, but the 48 Statcs of the Uni-on, each of which was zut-nomous














