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PA.lll' I • IImODUCTION 

The Economic ~1d Social Council in re~:~olution 147 ('~'III ) aC.Opted 

on 28 August 191:-8 1nstl'ucted the Secretar y-Gener al.: 

"1 . To convene a Conference of Govorn:nents, not later t han 

Ausuot 1949, with tho obj ect of concl uding a new world-wide 

Convent ion on Road and Me tor Transport, ·tho ~-ro world-,·r.l..de 

Conventions of 1926 , namely: 

( a) I nternational Convention relating t o Road Tr affic; 

( b) I nt ernational Convention r ol ntir._s t o M<..<tOJ: Tr::~ffic , 

and the sub sequent Convention of 1931 on the Uni f ication 

of Reed Signal s , be ing obsol et e . Tho draft text of t he 

Inl.and Transport Coimllittoe of tho Economic Ccimllissi on for 

Europe , resulting from a study by thiu Cownj.ttoe , and the 

t ext of t he 1943 Convention en t ho ReGulation of 

Intor -Jurel'.ican Aut omotive Traff i c , inter~~ will servo 

as wor k1ng- 3l£lpor s for tho Confer ence;" 

Tho purpose of t ho pr esent paper is t o compare t ho torts or t be 

throe conventions to be r evised by t he Unit ed Nations Confo?ence on 

Rood. OJ'l.d. Nutor Tr a"'l.oport with t he tvo rlor kiDG Paper s ::spocificnlly 

mcnt i onod. by tho Cour-cil. The f i ve t oxto compared. i n t he pre sent paper 

ore thuo: 

1. InternationAl Convention Rel ative to Motor Traffi c , s igned 

at Pro-is , 24 April )926)/ This will 1n the preoent paper be 

referred to ao "Hot cr Trc:f'fic Convention of 1926" . For the 

l i Gt of rat ificati ons of t hi s Convention oeo ~~ox B. 

2 . I ntoraationa.l Convention Rel ating t o Road Tl.•c.:ffic , cigned 

ut Pario, 24 April 1926.g/ This will i n tho prooent paper be 

referred to ao "Road Tra.ffic Convention of 1926" . For the list 

of r ati f i cation o of t hi o Convention see Annex B. 

3. C~~vention Cocccrv~ the Unif i cat ion of Bond Signal s , 

oignod at Geneva , 30 l·!crch 1931)./ Thic will 1n tho prooent 

paper be refen ·od t o co "S18nnlo Convention of 1931" . For the 

lict of r otificationD of t hi s Convention see lJmex ~. 

4. Unit ed. Nation s Conference on Bond. and. Motor Transport, 

rfor ld.nB Paper I : Draft Provioi ons :for I n ocrtion 1n a Conventi on 

on Road. and. Mot or Transport Prepared by t he I nl.a.nd. Tr...nsport 

1 / League o:f Nntion o Treat y Serieo, Vol . CVIII , No . 2505. 

g/ League of Notiono Treaty .Ser ieo, Vol. XC\'II , No. 2220,. 

~/ Longue of Nat i ono Treaty Series, Vol . CL, No . 3459 1 League of Nat i ons 
Docuznent C .231.~1.99 1931. VIII . / Comnittee 
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Cc:r>..!ldttee 0:' t:1e :-:::.:cn~.n;,i~ Cor::u.ir.::icn for ::u::-opc . ( C.oc-..unc::.t - ~/COi-':£ . 8/3 

end Corr . l). This will in the present paper 1'-e referred to 

5, United Nntic:1c Gonforancc on 1\onC:. r.utd l-iotor ~rc.n ::port , 

',.:ork1ng Pc.psr II : C'onvcr.-t:icr.. c..~ th~ P.06\:lu~~ ior.. of Inte1· -:~·:.o~·::c.c.:: 

I.ut-:,.raot1vo t r ct'fic , ciGTiod :::t "rfc ch:ington, 15 Docembc:r 19l}3 

( dOCWll.Cnt E /cmrr . a /4) . Tili.J will in the p~·e cvnt !X~l)Cl' be .rn::' C..!'~CC. 

t o ac "Inter- A:!lericc.n Convention of 1943" . For tho :;.i::t of 

r at:lficntionc of thin Convention oee t.nnE>x B. 

Tho t0xtn of t'ho :::e Convcnti ·JI".C end Drr.ft Prov iniono ~re co~:tc.i>"led 

in Porto II to VI . Since the r.ub~ect ~ .. -:ttter en d utructuro of tr~coe 

fivo do~wmer..ts vary "ridoly, i t oc£~med !!!oct :p!'actic-:~ule ta c::r:-.~-:c: tl:e 

com:po:r.ntivo m.'lterial ncccrcl.inc to suuj0cto r nthe1· t lum t o t;tt~'Iii.!.:.t to 

f ollou the o:rrruJCe:r .. :mt ncaa. in any one of the documonto under 

con.::iderction. Inevit~fu1y such a ocheme 1D o.rbitrc.ry to c. c0rt~ln 

d.ocree nr..d hao to be mo1·e d.etr.ilcd t hon t 11e au·b- uivi ::;iono of :::o'-!l.C 0f t~3 

D.l'ticleJ of t he C:onventionn and Dref t F1·ovioiono. :r.or tho l :::tter :~o~:.Jo~ 

o. munber o:' t he nrticlca hocl t o ba o~lit in order to fit ~.nto t-:r.a cche!.~"). 

Hmrevar , t he inc1uoior of crotlC-.::eft!ren~e..; chould m~ke it poc:.;ihl.e to 

fol1ov.· tho orit;incl texts b'itl:out dii'f~culty . 

Po.rt II, 11Generc.1 Provio5.ono", co:1toiuc the fo.L'Ill'J.l :9l"<Wich ..ns end 

n:~icles of o. g~•eral chzrncter from the t rxeo Convcnt~ono to be revised, 

t ho Inter-1\meric:m Convention of 1943, ond the ECE Drnft P:t·ovisiono . 

Port III ''Rulec of the Rood" 1 P~rt rv 1 "Requirements for Driver s" I 

o.nd Pc.rt V, "Requ:t.rerv~nts :for VeM.cloo", inc1ucl.e ~11 the re1evont 

Pl'Ovioiono of t he Mvtor Trnffic ond nood Traffic Convc:1t:!.ono of 1926, 

tho Ir'-ter-.A:I.ierics.n Convention of 1943 nnd the ECE Dr c..ft ? rc..vidon::: 

of 1949 . The Siannlo Convention of 1931 contr.ino no ruleo falJ.ir-6 

'~ithin t be oo t hree cnte<Jor :!.eo. 

Part VI "SignG and SiGr.ale" com:po.roo the provioiono of the 

M.:>tor Trnffic Ccnvcn.tion of 1926 1 the Sign..."ll o Convention of 1931 and 

the re of the ECE Drn:ft Provi cions of 1949 wUch nro releYru:t . The t"tio 

ot!1er d.ocumcn t o do not deal with t.:U.a quoction. 
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LIS'l' OF R/,Tn'IC/,TIONS OF FOliR CONV'f.IIlTIOifS 

n;CLUD}m nr P!IRTS II - VI 

T}.e Conve:nt·iono o.oalt ~fith in thio pe.per have been r atified. by the 

fol lmring countries: 

1 . MCfl'OR 1I'Rt.Fii'JC COlfv""EJ'!"TflON of 1926 

Albc.nio , l.uotrio, BelgiUlll. ( and Belgio.n Congo~, Brazil, Bulgaria , 

Chile, Cuba. , Czechoslovakia , Drnzig, Denlllm'k, (nnd Icelnnd) , 

Ec;rpt, Eotonia. , li'inlo.nd, Frnnce (for colonie::: , protectorates, 

etc , , seo li ot o tn 1 . 0 . !J . Tr eat . Ser. CVIII, poge 124 ; CLVI , 

:PQ6eo 221- 222; CLXIV , page 387; CLXXVII, page 406 ; CLXXXI , pogea 

390- 391) , Germar..y 1 Great Brita:l.n (for colonieo, protectorateo, 

etc ,, oee liots i n L, O. N. Treat . Ser . CVIII , page 124 , CLVI , 

poe;eo 221-222 ; CL'UV , pQ6o 387; CLX.XV1I , page 406; CDO::XI , 

paces 390- 391) , Gr0eco , Hungary , India, Iran , Iraq , Irel and, 

Italy (an~ colon i eo), Latvia , Lebanon , Liechtenstein, Lithuani a , 

I..uxembourc , Hoxico , Honaco 1 the Nether l ando ( ond the Netherlands 

Indiec ) , N<n·wcty , PoJ.ond, Portugal (a."ld Ar..gola ); Roumnnia, 

Sen l-1nl·ino, Si am, Spain ( Elnd Speniah Morocco) , Slveden , 

Svd tzorlan<.l, Syria , Tongi er 1 Tunis i a , Turkey , Union of South 

J,.frica (e.nC.. t he m.ondated territory of Sout h '·!eat !£rice) , 

Uni on of Soviet Socialist !iepublico, Uruguay, i!atican, 

Yugoolavia. 

2 . ROJ\D TRAFFIC COINE}JTION of 1926 

Austr i c , Bu~nric, Qhile, Cuba, ~ypt , l•'ronce ( for c;olunieo, 

:protectorateo1 etc ,, oce liots in L. O. N. Treat . Ser. XCVII , 

pnge 84; CLVI , page 211; CLXX.XI , page 389) , I!ungary , Indi a , 

Iraq, Luxembourc; , Honoco, Poland, Portugal (end Angola), 

RoUI!!ania , Saar, Sen Marino , Spain, Syri a , a.;·1d Lebanon, Tw..gier, 

Ur uguay , V~tican , YUfjoGl avia . 

3. SIGNALS CONVEI'lTION CF 1931 

/motr i a , EGypt , Fry.nce (and Al[3er h) , Htw.cer y , Ita l y , Lat via, 

Luxembourg , Monl;lc o , tho Netherlands (and the l'JetherlandG 

Incl.ieo, Sm·innm, Curacao), Poland, Portugal , Roumania, Spain, 

S·Heden, Switzerland, Tur key , Union of Soviet Sociali s t 

Ro:publico . 

4. I1Wi'.wR-1~·1ERIC.tl'T COllVE:NTION OF 194 3 
f~gentina , Bolivia , Br a zil , Chile, Colombia , Costa Rica, Cuba, 

Ecuador, El Calvndor , Guate:m.:~la , Haiti , Honduras , Mexico , 

Nicaragua Pana.:ma , Po.rcguay, Peru, Dominican Republic , United 
- · - ··--·· -- -··- .!. . ·- ... - . ---- ---·· - - .. .. 

Stat es, Uruguay and Venezuela . 




