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the Inter !15.t:!.om1 Trans~-::>rt ~Torkers ' Federation : 

Eir, 

I nter rut1oP.a l 'Iransp?rt ·ror!~ara ' F3derz..t~~n 
M~ritil!le House 

Cl d Town, 
Clapha m, 

London , s .~ r . 4. 

5 August 1949 

I n re ply to your letter ECA/ 2'(8/1/01 of G J\1J.y, I hc.ve t l;e 

honour t o iX'oro you that we he.ve t 11e fo:l01-ri ng observations tc 

rJa.kc on Docuren~ F:/cmw.C/3: 

'?he 1.9::?6 Co:1-ren~ion and the Pe.n-A:nericun Ccnvent i :>:'l bot h pr ;:,vide 

f or a tcch!1ical cer tificate f 0r vehicle::> ad~i'Cted to in~erne.t !.onal 

t r uf1.Lc . The xu dre..ft. does not pr ovide f or cuch a certi!'ic =.te , 

10hich tJ.ec.ns th.c.t -::.:.e c oc:-.p(>":.ent a ut horities of the countrict o: cr i :;in 

r.f mo+.or ve~1 ic ler: F.re no l o.P_ge r to he held :ra~>'f'OTl:lihlA 'fr.l" 

ins pecting vel1icle3 or f or certif~·ing tha t the ir condit i~n c c-raplies 

with s c.fo ty r l;)q_;.;,iromer.t o . 

* 'l'he !:IlGli~!1 text of E/corw.f./23 vra2, in error, published ·vrithout 
o.nr.:oxe I" • 

J..... .... . .. t'~--,'.OU \, ~I •• e 
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nnt i f t he c:.uthvritiez vf tile c ountry of origin of the vehicle 

do not a~sur::e 7-his obliga t'!on, ivho is responsible for ensuring 

that oPly vel:i<Ol es in sour1d condition are a dmitte d to i nter ne.tional 

t:.."aff'ic? 

Pro::'ess io:;.w.l drivers are inclined to accer;.t the a r gument t !1at 

motor V11llic}.es in cai,.:.;g0ry B are s o numerous that the at~thoritieB i n 

II!.:."1.i"1Y cou.<'1t.r ies can only inspect them supeti'i c i a.lly, and th~.t e~. 

ce:·tifi~ate i3sued in auch circumstar.ces i.rould hf'.Ve little va lue. 

IT the a utho:::-ities L."1 VB.l' ious countries consiC.er that the:; can 

dispense \·Tith & guarante e for vehi<::les in Categ'Jries A and B,. 

pl'Ofees1oNtl dr iver s have no particular reason f or ma inta:lning t he 

contra:::-y v ie1,v o 

That does not apply to heav~- vehicles (categor ies c, D and E ) o 

If no auth~rity undertakes t o inspect thes e Yeh:!.cles a.nd to certify 

t ilat they comply Hith safety ref~Uirements, the decision v!lether or 

not to us e a vehicle must rest either vrith the operator of the 

vehicle or with the driver . In eit:t:.er case, c onsi.!er a tions ot~er than 

t r affic safety may , end often vill, influence t he dec i sion. An 

operctor m~y think of the financia l and commercia l consequences of 

his deci s io11., i rhi le a driver may consider the d.c s ira bil::.ty or even 

t he neces s ity of t aking the dcci~ion desired by h i s employe~ o 

Either t:!ay thero:'ore be induced to e.ccept risks t hat are 

i ncoo.pat i b le Hi th t he 1?rioo cons ideration o:f en.'11rrirl£ RHt'P.~-

:Heavy vehicles are much less numerous than light vehicles , but 

the acctdent s they may cause are generally far more serious . This 

f a ct i s implic itly recognized in tlie draft by the very :for m of t he 

drivi11g -permit ( sec Annexes lZ and 13) . It lays on t he &uthorities 

the r esponsibility of statir~ tha t they ~egard a drive r as fit to 

dr ivs a heavy vehicle . If such a guarantee is r equired ~or hume.n 

beif1.3s it is l og ica l t o require it also for vehi cles . 

The professional driver s i·rho belong to our Federation e.re 

u:1a·n j.!",ously agre'=Jd that the authorities of the co'.L"'ltries of origin 

of h0~vy vehicles should contir ... ue t o be responsible f or t heir 

ins~ec tion and f~r t e s t i fying to their sound condit i on by t he i ssue 

of a t~chnical certificate. On tl1eir behalf, the Internz.tionn.l 

Feder ation pr opc..:;es an amend1:1ent to Article 20, the French and Fnglish 

t ex.ts of •rhich ~e attached. 

/I also 
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am::;:r.d'.n€':::rc t o Ann.e.x 1 0, ch~nc;ing it t o pP.l'rnit the w.initr..'.m: age •:;f 
, ~ . · - -~--- -.D..L.l •• 

J.U ld.lV V!:J~ .u.:..v.u v~ ..... u...., 

pr')fe ... ;:.:lQnal d:::-iYel'S safe driv ing of ceavy velli.c l es re(Jl ' ire s a 

degree of maturity \vh:!.ch i s usua.lly <.:tto.i ned on l:r at an e,:;e 

cmts1C.en ... bly over 18. 'l'hey tllcre:'or e pr op0se a ron:'.mu::1 e5e of 

21 yec..ro .. But they Q.l oo c onsider that tr.e guru:·antee& re c;,u ired :':;.· o::::~. 

a!l e:p:'lir:<::..'lt f or a pcr~it -t:.o drive a hea-v-y veh:!.cle and t he 

l 'CSpvns1o1lit y to be c.sst~med by t he ::..ssuing authori·:; i es s :1cu::d be 

definf:ld. Mor eove:.:, t:r.e ~act of Sl~ch pr ovisio:ts i n the co:'lvent i :m 

\·.'OUld l e:::d ·:;o the an owalous situation t hat the aut horities of 

certa:l.n c ount :::-:'.e s viould have -to be less str ict vti th fore i gr..erc dJ.~i v:l.:15 

heavy vehicles on t he i r terri~cry th::..n ' ' ith their oun ne.t :.onaJ.s . 

Safety, as '"ell as j ustice , den:art<!s tr.at perm:. ts f or d:ci v:. I'¥S 

hec:.vy ve:dc:es in :l':lternation.:.l traffic sl1nuld be i s sued u:-.der tl:e 

sar..e rules by e.ll autho::dties ., 

I s h ould 'be greatly obliged if you vTO'L'.ld br:!nt; our obse;.·vat. i ons 

and -proposals to the not i ce o:: t he Coree: 'nee . 

I have tr.e h~~our t c t~, etc. , 

(signed) :? • TOFJI.!iRN 

Assist ant Secretar~ -General 

/ AliNEX I 
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!\NNEX I 

PROPCSED BY TID: IN.L'.s~dlJATIO::'JAL TF..Al'ISF0RT 

To c omplete t:r.e c.rt:!.c le by aCidi r.g a. pcxagraph 3 reedirg as 

foJ.J.O':IS ~ 

"Fe~ eveTj' moto:- vehicle of the ca:l;egories C, D and E as ccfined 

i n annex ;.;il5.ch has received inte~·zlatio::lal author i zation to ci~:culate 

on public :..·oads , there. rm~st be deliver eC. an inte r na:;.ional certif:i.cate 

s t a t ir,g th9.t t he conditions laid do\m i n a nne:: 8 ar e fulf::.lled . The 

sa:..d certif:i.cate sr,al l <.;O!li'or:a to t !1e moC.el and e;;;ecificut i ons 

cor.tained in anne~: o •• and be val:!.d for one year fr::>m the du.te of issue . 

T!1e ·.-:ri·~ten p:1.rticul8l 'S ";hich they bee::." mue.t ahrays be w-.citten in 

IE.ti n ch&re.cte:;.·s or in so- ca lled English scr ipt . 'l'he ::.nt ernutional 

certif lea t eE deli ve!'c.d -;,y the autho1·i t ::.es of cno of tho Contrc..c~inc 

S i:b.tes or by an aesoc iation authorized by them •:ri t h the cou..~ter­

signatu:..·e 01' the authorit y gi'!e the right to trc.vel freely in all other 

cont~:actirlG S ~ates and are recognized thor~in as valid ·.-ri th.out fnr·::.he:• 

exam~.r.~t:.cn. The right to use the inter nationa l certificE>.te may, 

hm.;ever , 'be refuse d if :ii". i ~ r. l A -'1 ":' i: :b '.".t 

annex. 8 are no l onger i)eing fulfille d o" 

/ AlliUlX II 
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.AMElvTMBNl' TO ANi:EX ].0 

Tc draft t~is annex as fol1mTs : 

E/CCNr' . C/23/~ev . 1 
rage 5 

" 1 . ':'.'he r:J.i:ni mu:n 'lGe f o1· dr i vir.g -a motcr ve:tic2.e cf t.l~" 

categories A :;o_nc"'. B, as defined in e=:me~:, under t:1e conditione 
., . . .c:.a. 

c.-:n.7t in crtic1e ~2 of the present conve::;ti on io :!.8 yea1·s . E~.ch 

Contr:.:.ct~ng s·~e.te C'r e~',)diviei0!1. thar s-::>£' may, h0"·7ev:::r, :!.'9"!0g"l:iZ~ t:'le 

dr i ving "]eroit:J i ::;sucd by other ,:;ontr acti:lR 3t&t"lf.. to OJ: ivcr~ of 

motorcyc lee of a 1()'\(or af.u t c e.n 18 y3e:·s . 

2 . ':'he iSGUe of C. 't:>er~:~t to Cir.:.ve ('. mot·:):• VAh::_ ,~}.e Gf the 

categc·ries c, Dan?. E, ::1.0 def::.r.e i :in e.:;nex s haJ.ll-:3 c -;rv.1 it::..0n~ l upon 

the driver: 

( ~ ~ being nt leQst 2 : ye~ of age; 

(b ) ·p:ro·ving h:!.s i?h/··· ~r:.el ~·:itnr.;; :; l.;.-J (:~:'~ ".·.;; D· .'.f::~ vel'J :t.clea 

by a m-;;di ca: exam: nation t o t:-:e Gatisfact:·.on of t l':a c ·:.:t~li:.'3tent 

aut hor i ty; 

( c ) prov ing hio professioncl e.bi:it;:;· t::,- o. tF.: :::. t of !~is 

t he::>re t ica l a nC. ;:>~·acticr. .. l lmouJedge ca:.:-ri ed out •.:r:::ler -:-.he refl~O:-JfJibi:: -i.ty 

and t o the :;:atisf.::.ction of the compete:1t autho-rity . " 




