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The Secretariat has received the fclloring cotmunication r'ronm

the Internatlonal Transport Yorkers' Federation:

International Tranap-rt ‘lorlera'! Fesderztion
Mzritime House
Cld Town,
Clapham,
London, S.i.4.

5 August 1949

In reply to your lestter ECA/278/1/0L1 of & July, I hcve the
Lonour to inform you that we have the following observatiocns 4o

nake on Document E/CONF.C/3:

The 1926 Convention and the Pen-American Convention both provide
for a techinical certificate for vehicles admitted to internctional
traffic. The new dreft does not provide for cuch a certificate,
vhich pecns that tle corpefent anthorities of the countrics of crisin
cf motor vehicles are no longsr to be held responaible for
inspecting vehicles or for certifying that their condition conplies
with safety requireouents.

* The Inglich text of E/CONF.L/23 was, in error, published writhout
anrexer.
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But if the zuthorities of the country of crigin of the venicle
do not assure this oblizetion, who is responsible for ensuring
thet orly veliicles in sound condition are admitted to intexrnstional
traffic?

Irofessional drivers are inclined to accept the argurment that
motor wvehiclaes in caizgory B are so numerous that the antherities in
many cowntyies can only inspect them superficlally, and that a
certiricate issued in such circumstances would have little value.
If the authorities in various countrises consider that they can
dicpense with & guarantee for vehicles in Categories A and B,
profegslonal drivers have no particular resson for meintaining the

contrary view.

That does not apply to heavy vehicles (categories C, D and E),
TT mo anthorlity undertakes to inspect these vehicles and to certify
that they comply with safety requirsments, the decieion vhether or
nov to use a vehicle must rest either with the operator of the
vehicle or with the driver. In either case, considerations otaer than
traffic safety may, end often will, influence ths decision. An
rerabor may think of the financial and commercizl consequences of
his declslon, vhile a driver may consider the desirability or even
the necessity of taking the decizion desired by his employer.
Either vey therofore be induced to zccept risks that are

inconpatible with the orime consideration of ensuring safey.

Heavy vehlcles are much less numercus than light vehicles, but
the accldents they may cause are generally far more serious. This
fact 1o liplicitly recognized in the draft by the very furm cf the
driving perrit (see Annexes 12 and 13). It lays on the authoritiss
the reeponsibllity of stating that they regard s driver as fit to
drivs a heavy vehicle. If such & guarantee is required for humen

beinzs it is logical to require it also for vehiclesa.

The vprofessional drivers wlio belcng to our Federation ere
wranimously agreed that the authorities of the countries of crigin
of heavy vehicles should continue to be responsible for their
lnspection and fur testifying to their sound condition by the issue
of a technical certificate. On their behal®, the Internztional
Federation propczes an awendment to Article 20, the French and Fnglish

texis of which =zre attached.

/I also
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I elco eticch the french cnd Engiich Yexts or a prorosed
amendueny to Annex 10, chenging it to permit the wminimum age of
15 yeurs fur drivers ol 1lghl velicles vulye Iu lhe cpinfon of the
professlonal drivers safe driving of keavy vehicles requires a
dogree of maturity which 1s usually cttained only at an gge
coieideretly over 18. They therefore propnse a minimum ege of
21 yecxrs. 3But they also consider that the guarantees reguired fion
1 epplicent for 2 permit to drive a heavy vehicle and the
responeibility to be essumed by the Issuing authorities should de
defined. Moreover, the lack of svch provisions in the convention
would lesd o the anomalous situation that the authorities of
certaln countries would have to be less sirict with foreigrere driving
heavy vehiclezs on thelr territcry than with their ocun netionals.
Safety, as well as Justice, demands that permits for driving
heevy veliicles in internetioncl tralfic should be issued under tle

sare rules by =11 authorities,

I should be greatly obliged if you wovld Tring cur observations

and propcsals to the notlce of the Confe: ~nce.

I have tke heaour tc te, ete.,

(signed) T, TOFALRN

(=

Assistant Secretary-General

JANNEX T
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ANNEX I

AMENTMENT TO ARTICIE 20
PROPCSED BY THT INTERIATICNAL TRAIISEOLT

VORKERS' FEDIRATION

To couplete the article by sading & poragraph J reedirg as
folilowas

"For every motor vehicle of the ca*egories C, D and E as céelined
in annex wirich hae received international authcrization to circulate
cn public roeds, there mist e delivered an international certiiicate
stating that the conditicns laid down in anne:x 8 sre fulfilled. The
sazd certificate ehall confora to the model and epscifications
cortalned in amner... and be valld for ono year irom the date of iscue.
The written particulers wihich they bear must always be written in

Iatin charccters or in sc~called English script. The international

Q

ertificates delivercd by the anthorities of ocne of the Contreciing

tates or by en aesociation authorized by them with the counters=

[}

gsignature of the suthority give the right to travel freely in all other
contracting States and are recognized thervein as valid without fwriher
cXap'raticn., The right to use the international certificete mey,

T2 A

however, e refused if it 1A ntear that the conditions 1oid down in

enrex 3 are no longer bveing fulfilled."

JANIEX IT
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ANIEX IT

AMELIMENT TO ANGEX 1O
PROYCSED BY THE INTERNATICHAL TRANSPOLT

WORKERS Y FELDERATION

Tc draft this annex as follovea:

"l. The ninimun 2ge for driving a motor veticle of ihn
categories A end B, ac defined in emmex, under the conditions laia
down in erticle £2 of the present convention ic 1€ years. Eoch
Contricting Stete or subddivieion thersof mey, hovever, reczcgnizs the
ériving zermits icsued Dy othor Zomtracting Stater teo drivers of

wotoreycles of & lower age then 16 yoers.

2e The lsgove of & per.it te drive 2 motor vehinle of the

categories Cy D and B, oo defined in emnex shall %o chucitiongl upon
the driver:

(2) Vbeing at least 21 yeer of age;

(b proving hie vhyvical fitnccs to drive sueh vehicles
by a rmedical examination to the satisfaci’on of the cumpstent
authority;

(c) rproving hic professionel ebility oy o tect of his
theoretical anéd nracticuzl knowledge carried out vrder “he responsibllity

and to the catisfcction of the competent suthority.”





