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PREI.n1m.ARY UNITED STATES POSI'!'ION Ol'T CERTAIN IT'E}IIS OF PROPOSED AGENDA 

The delegation of the United States of America to the United Nations 

Conference on Road and Motor Transport subcrlts, fo~ the consideration vf 

the other governroonta represented, the follo\dng proposed rev:i.sions w:ith 

respect to the drB.ft Conve:1tion (E/CONF.B/3 dated March 3, 1949)• 

TIT IE 

Revise to read: "Convention on ~national Road and Motor 

Traffic." (The word "international" should be added to show that the 

Convention is legal~ applicaJle only to traffic crossir~ frontiers, 

not domestic traffic which remains ":ofithin the boundaries of the home 

country. The word "traffic" is preferable to transport, sjnce the 

latter is customarily taken to der.nte bus and truck operations.) 

.Affi'IC Til: 1 

(Present first paragraph shou~d be numbered paragraph 1.) 

Add new paragraph: 

"2. The ::>rovisions of this Convention shall not apply to the carriage 

of persons for hire or revre.rd or to the carriage of goods other 

than articles necessary for and appropriate to the purposes of the 

journey. These matters shall remain within the competence of 

domestic · legislation subject to the application of other relevant 

M=========o:iJ.i i'"'"'rrlb.·r.iorul.l.- coriveutaons - or agreements• ·· 

(This provision is based upon the Protocol in the UN document. Since 

it is a basic conce~t, clear~ limiting the applicability of the 

Convent~on, it is deemed essential to place it in the general pt•ovisions 

at the beginning of the Convention.) 

ARTIClE 2 

1. Reviss to read: "The annexes to this Convention, as attached hereto 

and amended or supplemented from time to time in accordance with the 

procedure laid down in Article_, shall be considered as integr-al 

parts of this Convention; it being understood, however, that a 

Contracting State may on signature or ratification of, or accession 

to this Convention or at any time thereafter, by declaration ezclude 

one or more of these annexes from its application of this Convention." 

(The purpose of this change is to make it clear that the annexes are 

integral parts of the Convention, and that each Contracting State 

must designate the annexes it desires to exclude, rather than those 

it ,.Tishea to adhere to~) 

2. Strike. 'ARTICLE 3 



ARTICLE 3 
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1. (b) Add second sentence as follovrs: "The provisionB ·of this 

paragraph shall not apply, however, to advantages accorded 

by any Contracting ·state or subdivision thereof : :to any 

adjacent state or · subdivision thereof in order to facilitate 

frontier traffic;. 11
,. · 

3. Revise to read: "For the fulf'iJ.ment of the formalities laid dmm 

in this Convention the Contracting States 'rill endeavour to keep C:rpe'n · 

during the same hours Customs Offices and .poets next to each 'other · 

on the same international road." 

AHTICIE 13 

3· Revise to read: 11 L"l no case shall.; a vehicle show a red light . or 

red reflector directed to the front; or, except .for a back-up lamp, 

a white lamp or vrhite refleetor directed to the rear." 

Add ne-.;·r paragraph: 

"6. Every motor vehic_le shall conform to the pr·ovisions of Paragraph 4 of 

Annex 8 ." 

. ARTICLE 15 

(See comments on Annex 4.) 

JI.RTICLE 21 

Revise second sentence to read: "HOI-rever, on certain highways 

designated as main international traffic ?rteries in accordance with 

the provisions of Annex 91 the maximum permitted dimensions and vreights 

shall be those set forth therein." 
: . ... ~ 

(The purpose of this revision is to assure that the dimensions and 

weights shown in Annex 9 are definite maximum (not minimum) limitations . 

!n Contracting States which do not designate any highways as "main 

international traffic arteries," the pro vis ions of Article 21 and 

Annex 9 would have in practice no applicability. However, for 

reasons of international uniformity in both the design of vehicles 

and the design and contruction of high~vays and structures, fixed 

limits are desirable. The figures contained in the proposed revision 

of Annex 9 herein are in conformity tvith accepted practice in the United 

States -- where there are more than 4 million trucks and buses nm• in 

operation, of which 500 thousand have size and 1-reight characteristics 
' 

in the range of the maxima herein recon:u:nended.) 
/ARTICLE 22 
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.ARTIClE 22 

1. Add opening -phrase: 11Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 

of this article,". 

2. Rc'/ise to read: "A Contracting State or subdivision thereof 

may require that any foreign driver enteririg Us territory · shall 

carry an international driver's permit conforming to the model 

contained in Annex 13, especially in the case of a ·foreign driver 

coming from a country \·There a domestic d.t'iYing permit is not 

required or \-There the domestic permit issued to him does not 

conform to the model contained in Annex 12o" 

ANNEX: 4 

The United States cannot accept this Annex si1~e the aigns and 

signals 'specified therein are based largely on the pictorial principle 

and do not conform to the standard practices in use in the United 

States. It would greatly facilitate the handling of both Article 15 
a...J.d Annex 4 if they were incorporated in a Protocolo By this means, 

the United States and the numerous other countries which will be u:ne.ble 

to adopt the European pictorial system of signs, would be relieved of 

the necessity of reproducing these lengthy provisions of the 

Convention in submitting the document to their national assemblies 

for approval and in their ~tatutes. 

ANNEX 9 

DTivlEN3IONS AND \{EIGHTS OF VEHIClES 

Revise: 

"2. On main international traffic arteries, the maximum permissible 

dimensions and \veights, unladen or vrith load, shall be as follovrs: 

Ft. 

(a) Over-all width 8 
(Except that a single vehicle with a 

total outside width of not exceeding 
102 inches may be o1-'Eirated upon any 
designated-highway having design 
characteristics and traffic volume 
ivhich can safely accommodate such 
increased width.) 

Ino Meters 

2.44 

·/(b) Over-all height 



(b) 0Ve£..:_al!.he~ht 

(c) Ove..!'.:-a~l length 

Single vehicle· 
(Except that a motor bus hc.vi11g 

r:.. mPXimum length of 40 feet or 
:!.2.20 meters may be O';)er::J.ted on 
E..~.;J des ig:..1ated higll';..-ay) 

Articulated vehicle 

Other combinations 
(Exsept that no combination 

shall consist of more than one 
tmling and one towed unit) 

Ft. 

12 

35 

50 

60 

E/CC!'!F .8/26 
J?!,d8 5 

JJ1. l,!c ~ers 

6 3.-31 

:!.0.67 

15.5 

18.5 

(d) Msximnm ~ermis~Jible ~r6ip;..llt 
-Per most- l~eavily--1Gc,ded-r:,xle -- 18, 00'J J?ou.nds 8, 200 Kilograms 

Any group of exles 
(single vehicle or combination 

of vehicles) --

Distance bet>·reen cer.tres 
of first and last a.."'i:leE IJEIGBT 

FEET 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
l2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
,......, 
C.:J 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

of aroun -----------·-
:ME~J.SRS 

1.219 
1.521.;. 
1.529 
2.134 
2.433 
2.743 
3.c48 
3-353 
3 .65 C:: 
3 .. 962 
4.26"( 
4.572 
4.877 
5.132 
5 .1~86 
5·791 
6.096 
6.401 
6.;o6 
;.02.0 
7-315 
7.520 
7·925 
8.230 
0.534 
8.839 
9.14~-

v POUNIE 
32,000 
32,000 
32,0CO 
32,000 
32,610 
33,:_::80 
34,550 
35,510 
36,470 
37,420 
38,360 
39,300 
4o, 230 
41,160 
42,080 
42,990 
43,900 
44,800 
45,(0'J 
46,590 
47,470 
48,350 
49,220 
50,090 
50,950 
51,800 
52,650 

KILCGRJ'Jif..S 
14,515 
11+,515 
14' :'·15 
14,515 
14,792 
15,232 
15,672 
15,107 
10,543 
10,973 
17,~·00 
17,526 
18,248 
18,670 
19,087 
19, 500 
19,913 
20,321 
20,729 
21,133 
21,532 
21,931 
22,326 
22,720 
23,111 
23,496 
23,882 

/Distance 
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Distance betvieen centres 
of first and last axles 

of __ ~~-

FEET ME'.rERS 
31 9·1+49 
32 9·754 
33 10.058 
34 10-363 
35 1C.668 
36 10.973 
37 ll-278 
38 ll.5b2 
39 11.8[',7 
40 12.1~2 
41 12.497 
42 12.802 
43 13 .1C6 
44 13 .l~J.l 
45 13 .(16 
46 liJ. .021 
47 lh.3~6 
48 J.4 .630 
49 14 ·935 
50 1).21~0 
51 15-545 
5,., c:. 15 . C~50 
53 16.154 
:-;4 :6.459 
55 16.764 
56 17.069 
57 17.374 

3. Strike. 

Add three ne~-; paragraphs: 

HEIGHT 

··-------.......---.-- .. ------
POUIIIW KIIl)GRi\H3 
53,490 24,263 
5~~, 330 2h,644 
55,160 25,020 
55,930 25,392 
56,.800 25,764 
57,610 26,131 
58,420 26,499 
59,2:20 2' ()6? o,c. ~ 
60,010 27,220 
60,800 27,578 
61,5i30 ' 27' 932 
62,360 28,286 
63,130 28,635 
63,2-90 ' 28,980 
64,650 29,325 
65,400 29,665 
66,15() 30,005 
66,890 30,341 
6'[,620 30,672 
68,350 31,003 
69,070 31,330 
69,790 31 .. 656 
70,500 - 31,978 
71,200 32, 296 
71,900 32,613 
72,590 32,926 
73,230 33,239 

"5. Special rermits for vehicles or combinatior...s of vehicles exceeding 

these limits may.be issued by the Contracting State or subdivision 

thereof." 

"6. The provisions of this Annex f:hall not ap'?lY to a Contracting State 

or subdivision thereof which may perrtit ma."'Cimum dimensions or 

weights in excess of' those specified hereino" 

"7. AJ:!y Ct~ntracting. State ')r subdiYieion thereuf may -prohibit lihe 

operation of notJ.r vehicles upon any main international artery 

or impose restrictions e.s · to the Height o-f vehicles to 'be 

O'J?e:ra.ted upon a..rzy such hig..rmny for a total period of not to 
I 

exceed 9Q days in any one calendar year, vrhenever any such 

highvray by reason of dete!'ioration, rain, snov.r, or other climatic 

conditions will be seriously damagea or destroyed unless the use of 
' vehicle-s- thereon is prohibited or the permissible veights thereof 

·reduced." 


