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RUVQUIRFMENTS FOR THEE LICENSING OF MCTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS

Note by the Secretary-General

The Secretery-Genersl requested in his note of 28 April 1949, all
Governnents invited to the Couference to svimit lnter alia informstion
with regerd to their existing and prospective raquireuwents for the . .
licensing of motor vehicle drivers, as he was of the opinion that such
information would assist the Conference in drefting the final provisions
of 8 new Convention dealing with the mutual recognition of the validity
of mational drivers licenses in the territories of all Contracting States.

This document summerizes a first series of replies received by
the United Netions from 1b Gevernments. Further replies will be issued
ag addenda.

In order to presen% the dota, varying considerably in comprehensiveness
and gystems ol classificatlion, in the form of tables, 1t wes necesssry
to edopt & simplified claagification of the various requirements for the
licensing of motor vehicle drivers and to interpret to a certain extent
the replies recelved from the Govermments. Oince it is the purpose
of the study undertaken to find out whether there exists a common
pattern of requirements in the various countries the tables only list
the more important and comparedble of these requirements. Specisl
conditions or special cetegoriea of vehicles mentioned occagionelly in
the replies were therefore cmitted, for example, a requirement to gubtmit
g8 record of offences with the application for the license, which wag
nentioned by two countriea. In other c2d3es very long lists of health
requiremente had to be briefly summarized.

The tables permit, nevertheless, a quick comperison of the principal
conlitions under which drivers'! licensea are granted in the countries

which have sent in replies.
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ANALYSIS OF RFEPLIILS

Compariscn of the information supplied by the Governments concerning
their rational requircments for the issue of drivera' licenses shows great
variations in every respect.

Thus for example, many countries heve a careful classification of
licenscs according to the type of vehicle for which they are velid and
alzo require a very eleborate examlnation of applicants for drivers’
licenses, while the Government of one country reported that one of the
gub-divigions of that country does not even reguirs any drivers license.

1. MINIMOM AGE

In most countries the winimum age for the issus of a license varies
with the class of venicles for which the license is valid.

The classification of vehicles varies considerably. Some countries
requive a licenss for moter cycles. In others the lowest category of
vehicles requiring & license are non-commercial passenger vehlcles
(e.g. vp to eight seats) and light trucks. TFor this class the minimum
age veries from 14 to 18 years. A number of countries issue under
certain conditions ao-called "restricted licenses" or " junior pormits”
to persons younger then the normal age limit.

Tre next class usually comprises heavy trucks. From the fow replies
mentioning this class it secms that the corresponding license is veuslly
grsuted at the age of 19 to 20 years.

The highest cless usvally includes heavy passenger buses, for which
some countries hove set en age Limit of 21 to 22 years.

Other countries kave additional classes depending upon the total
weight of the vehicle (or combination of vehicles), the number of
troilers and thelr system of brakes, etc. ‘

2. HEALTH REQUIREMERTS

The leglslation of the various countries with respect to this
requircment is even more varied then that concerning winimum ege.

While some countries do not have any requirements at all, others
demand careful examination by medical examiners, certifying that the
applicant meets certain minimum health standards.

A large group of countries haas adopted an intermediate system
requiring the applicant to declare hie physical and mental disabilities,
some of which disqualify the candidate atsolutely from holding a drivers
license, The most common are lunacy, epllepsy, sudden attacks of fainting,
etc. Ry far ﬁhe mo3t common health requirements are certain minimum
otanderds for eyesight and hearing, in most cases tested by an official
examiner. The methods of testing and the winimum stendards egain differ

congideratly from country to country.
/& number
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A number of countries give the addictiion to alcohol and drugs es
o reascn for denying e llcense.

in several countries, although fewer then In the case of minimum
age, the health reqguirements vary with the clasg of vehicleg, for vwhich
the licenss ias valld,

3. EXAMINATION

The game divergency of naticnal requirewments as noted in the previous
pavagiaphs also preveils with respect to the exsmination of tne driver
a3 to his knowledge of the rules of the road and his abllitise (o drive.

While & few cecuntries do not requiile one or the other of tnese
examinations or forego e¥yewination sltogether, others have vorious types
of exsmination according to the type of vehicle for which the license
ia valid.

The e jority of those cowutries which sent in replies has adopted
however, the two following examinotions:

(a) orel or written exmainmation in the knowledge of the rules

of the roed,

(b) practical driving test.

The details which scme countries give concerning these examinstions
denonstrate 8 wide divergeuncy in their counception and applicetion, It
secems to be g standard practice, however, that the spollcent has to
take the prectical driving test in the type of vehicle for which the
lilcense is to be valid.

Certain countries require that a certsin time of epprenticeship
elapse between the time of application for & learner's permit and the
granting of the license. It Jg in some cages especially required for
the drivers of passenger buses that the applicent prove tliat he hes
driven a heevy truck over a certain period of time without having
cauged any complaints.

Furthermore, in a few cases the examinations include knowlelge
of the mechanics of the vehicle, particularly for professiona) drivers.

b,  CONCLUSIONS

Summarizing the preceding parsgraphs the wejocity ol tne countries
which sent replies seem to adhere to the Tollewing general pettern of
requirenents for drivers:

(a) Cstegories of vehlcles

Licenscs esre issued for different types of vehicles.
Tho most common cetegories are:

A. Motor cycles

B. Light passenger csvrs end light trucks

C. Heavy trucks

D. Pasgenger bvuses IR
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(b) Minimum age

The minimum age for drivers varies for the different categories
~¥ vgiicles. The ege of 18 years aseems to be the most common minimum
= Clasy B: 1ight paséénger cars asnd light trucks.

(r) Eealth requirements

The eyesight snd the hearing of the applicant for a Jicense kave

¢ reet cerfoain ninimum stenderds.
The applicent hes to declare his physicsl end wentsl dissbilities,
scme oi which, such s8 epilepsy, disqualify him from heclding & llcense.
Professional drivers of trucks end passenger vehicles have to
mcet more rigorous health standords certified by medical examinations.
(8) Exeminstion
The applicant for a license has to pass an examination on his knowledge
of the rulea of the road and e practical driving test in the type of
vehicle for which his liconso fa to Be walld.
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ANNEX

REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS

COUNTRY

MINIMUM AGE

HEALTHE REQUIREMENTS

FEXAMIFATION

AUSTRALIA
6 stetes of the Commonwealth

16 to 18 years, depending upon The applicant for a license must

the State and the type of
vehicle.

21l years for public pesasenger

vehiclesa.

declare bodily defects likely to
affsct his efficiency in
operating and controlling a motor
vehicle. Certsin defecta
disgualify absolutely.

All States reguire test of
eyesight (glthcugh with
different methodsg)}.

One Stats reguires test of
colour b®indness.

Five States require oral, one State

requires written examination on
trafflic iaws.

A1l Stated except one require
driving teet.

AUSTRIA

16 years for motor cycles
up to 127 cubic ceunbimeters.

18 years for other vehicles.

Applicent must undergo
exanination by medical official
and comply with regulations
health stendard.

sddiction to alcohol and drugs
disqualify.

Examination in traffic regulations

and technicsl installation of
vehicle.

Driving test.

BULGARTA

18 vears for vehicles up to
3 tons.

20 years for vehicles up to

5 tons or 33 passenger sests.

21 for all vehicles.

Physical exemination (type mot
specified in reply)-

General examination (type not
specified in reply).

/DENMARK

¢ a¥ag
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”I‘ ANNEX (continued)

& [ H HEALTH REQUIRTMENTS EXAMINATION

Applicant for license must Exemination on traffic
provide a doctor'’s certiricate reguiations and on knovledge of

-'paoﬁiagor vuh{clﬁa

and be of sober hebits. the way to check the controls of
22 yonrs fpr ressenger busai. . the vehicle.
1B years for other vehicles. Test ¢f eyesight end hearing.
T Driving test.
GHREECE 18 years for motor cycles. £pplicants for both & professional end an smateur permit have to
19 yaarBJfor other vehicles; give proof of their competence.
INDIA 20 years for transaport wvehlales. Applicant for license must Prospective: Literacy test for
18 years for o f'#ehicles. declere physical and mental drivers of public service vehicles.
- disabilities. The feolloving Triving test.
disesses and disabilities
disqualify from holding a
.- license:

Epllepsy, lunacy, sudden
attacks of giddinesgs and
fainting, sddiction to
alcohol, etc., night-
blindress end inobility

. : to distinguieh the
X ' ' pigmentary colours red and
. ) green.

Test of eyesight and hearing.

JITALY

9 a0eg
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AWNFX (continued)

JUNIRY

MINIMUM AGE

EEATITH REQUIREMENTS

EXIMINATION

ALY

The applicant for a license has

to submit a medical report

certifying that he meets certain

winimim standards.

Addiction to alcchol and drugs
disqualify.

Test of eyesight.

Test of heering.

Examination on the mechanics
of the vehicle for drivers of
trucks and buses.

Driving test.

EW ZEALAND

15 years.

The epplicarnt for e license

to drive a bus, trackless tran,
taxicab or passenger=-service
vekicle has to submlt a
certiiicate from a registered
medical practitioner.,

Test of eyesight.

Test of hearing.

Oral examination on
knowledge of the traffic
laws,

Driving test.

EILIFPINES

Applicant for license must
submit medical certificate
from licensed physician.

For profeesional drivers
identical wedical certificate
is necessary for covery third
reneval of drivers' license.

Writter exaninetion on thke
NHational Road law.
Professional drivers have to
rags, in addition, a written
tegt on the mechanicsm and
and control of the motor
vehicle.

ct

Drivine tes

[PORTTGAT,
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ANNEX {continued)

COUNTRY

MINIMUM AGE HEAT,™H REQUIREMENTS EXAMINATION
FORTUGAL - - Examination on traffic signals, rules of
the roed and mechanics of the motor
vehicle.
SWITZERIAND 18 years Medical exaidnation for professional Oral examlnetion on the rules of the road

22 years for heavy
pagsenger buses,

drivers of assenger vehicles,
cortifying -shat they meet certain
minlmm etandards,

Addiction t> alcohol diequalifies,
Test of eyesight.

Test of heering.

and functioning of steering and brakes.
Special conditions and examination for

professional drivers of passenger vehicles
and heavy trucks.

Driving test.

UNION OF SOUTH
AFRTICA

4 provinces

17 to 10 years

depending upon
province,

Applicant for license muet declare
phyeical anl mental disabilities,
acome of whizh disgualify absclutely
(depending apon the province),

A1l 4 provinces require literacy test
examination on the Rules of the Road.

A1l & provinces require driving test.

- m oW e mr wF ml B @ W M 4 e o wp e v mm o wm kr w S M ws — ar m mr = e me e owm = dm ME gm ge e wm w = m m wm e m om m ke wm e e e M M  om m m am

Froposed Uniform
Motor Vehicle &
Road Traffic

Regulation Ordinance.

16 years for motor
cycles wlthout and
with side cer.

18 years for other
vehicles excert
public service
vehicles.

21 years for rublic
service vehiclesn.

Applicant for license must declare
physical and mental disabilitles.
Epllepay, sudden esttacks of fainting.
serlous mentel disorders, addiction
to alcohol and drugs, etc.,
disqualify.

Teat of eyesight.

Literacy test,

Ixamination on Rules of the Road, traffic
signe and eignals,

Driving test.

JUNTTED KIKGDOM
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COURTRY MIN1Mds. AGE HEALTH REQUIREMULTS YA Alall o
UITITED DINGDEH 15 rears for =ctor Amalicant Tor Jilconoe rust leclon: Drel cmeuinetion in wrowloge of Liw
cycles. dicetges and digavilities. Lighwoy Code.
Lrilevey, sudden a*iacks of fainiting
ZLl years fer drivers gorious mental dizorders, cadicticy Diiving wuat.
of "locomotives", to alcohol and drugs, wte¢.,
wotor trectores end digqualify.

heoavy wobtor cara. .
7 Test of eyecigh-.

17 years for other

vehicles,

URITED S1TATES OF 1k so 18 yeare A1) but T states require test of AX1 but T states require exammination
AFFRICA - depsnding upon eyesight, o rulea.

gtate.

4§ states and Al but & states requirs 8 driving

District of Colembla. 14 to 17 for test.

Some sitabes have no restricted license,

provigions on certain depending upon Four atates do not reguire axamination of any kind.

reguirencnts. atate,

One stato docs not

require o driver’s

license,

Proposed Uniform 16 yours Test of eyesight. Examinotion on road rules.

Vehlcle Code. =Tl
{Revisien of 14 an¢ 15 for Criving tese. If??
1Ga 7-46 by the restricted licenses. = ?
letionel Committ. - e
on Uniferm Trafflc ;3
Lawveg and Ordinanccsj. o






