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REQUIRF.l·~~S FOR THE LICENSI~U OF MCTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS 

'l'he Secretery-Genoral r equested in his note of 28 April 191~9, all 

Governments invited to the Conference to tmbmtt inter alia information 

with r egard to their existing and p:·ospecti ve r0q_uirements for the 

licensing of motor vehicle drivers, as he '\-ras of the opinion that s1.1ch 

inf ormation would a ssist the Conference in drafting .the f:!.nal provisions 

of a new Convention dealing with the mutual recognition of the vaHdity 

of natioPEl drivers licenses in the territories of all Contracting States. 

This document summarizes a first series of replies received by 

the United Nations from 14 Governments. Further replies "'ill be issued 

f.IS addenda • 

In order to present the dam, var.ring considerably in compr ehens iveness 

and systems of classification, in the. form of tables, it was necessary 

to adopt a s implified classification of the various requirements for the 

licensing of motor vehicle dr~vers and to interpret to a certain extent 

the replies received from the Governments . Since it is the purpose 

of the study undertaken to find out whether there exists a common. 

pattern of requi~ements in the various ccuntries the tables only l~st 

the more important and comparable of these requirements. Special 

coniit1ons .or special categories of vehicles mentioned occasionally i n 

the r eplies were therefore omitted , for example , a requirement to submit 

a record of offences with the application for the license, which was 

mentioned by two countries . In other cases very l ong lists of health 

requirements had to be briefly summarized. 

The tables permit, nevertheless, a quick comparison of the principal 

conditions under which drivers' licenoee~ are granted in the countries 

which have sent in replies. 
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ANALYSIS OF REPLIES 

Compar ison of t.he information supplied by the Governments concerning 

their Lctional requirements for the issue of drivers' licenses sho~s great 

variations in every respect. 

Thus for example, many countries have a careful classification of 

liC8nsos according to the type of vehic l e fo~ which they are valid and 

also require a very el aborate examination of applicants for drivers' 

l i censes, while the Government of one country r eported that one of the 

sub-divisions of that country does not even require any drivers l:i.cense . 

1. MINIMUM AGE 

In most countries the minimum age for the issue of a license varies 

with the class of vehicles for which the licens.e is valid .. 

The classifica tion of vehicles varies considerably . Some countries 

require o license for motor cycl es . In others the lowest category of 

vehicles requiring a license ar e non- commercial passenger vehicles 

(e .g . up to eight seats) and l ight trucks. For this c lass the minimum 

age varies from 14 t0 18 years . A number of countries i ssue under 

certain condi tiona eo- called ''restricted l icenses" or "junior permits" 

to per3ons younger than the normal age limit. 

Tho next class usually comprises heavy trucks . From the few replies 

mentioulng this class it seems that the corresponding license is usually 

grant ed at the age of 19 to 20 y·ears . 

The highest class ust'.Blly includes heavy passenger buses , for whlch 

some countr ies have set an age ~imit of 21 to 22 years . 

Other countries tave additional classes depending upon the tota l 

weight of the vehicle (or combination of vehicles) , the number of 

trail ers and their system of brakes, etc . 

2 . HEALTH REQUIRE:r-1ENrS 

The l egislation of the various countries with respect to this 

r equiroment is even more varied than that concerning minimum age , 

While some countries do not heve fiil3 roquiro.ments at a ll, others 

demand careful examination by medica l examiners , certifying that the 

applicant meet s certain minimum health standards . 

A large group of countries has adopted an intermediate system 

requiring the applicant to declare hie physical and mental disabilities, 

some of which disq'-'a l1fy the candidate absolutely from ho l ding a drivers 

license . The most common are l unacy , epilepsy, sudden attacks of faintinB, 

etc . By far the most common hea l th re~uirements are certain minimum 

standards for eyesight and hea ring, in most cases t ested by an off icial 

examiner . The methode of testing and the minimum standards again differ 

considerably f r om country to country . 
/A number 
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A number of countries give the ad.diction to alcohol and drugs os 

o reescn for denying e license. 

I n several count~ies, althoUGh fewer tban in the case of minimum 

age, the health requirements vary with the class of vehicl6s, for which 

the l icense is valid. 

3· EXAMINATION 

'l'he same divergency of nationa l requirements as noted in the preYious 

parag:..·aphs also prevails with respect to the er .... ,:;mination of tbe driver 

ar:~ to his knowledge of the rules of the road 8D.'i his ebilitiee to drive. 

Hhile a fe'\o: countries d.o not requi re one or the other of these 

examinations or forego exalllination altogether, others have various types 

of excminat i cm according to the type of vehicle f o:c which the Hcense 

is valid. 

'l 'he n:a jori ty of those conutries which sent in repl ies has adopted 

however , the two following examinations: 

(a) oral or written examination in the lmo"tlerlge of the rules 

of the road , 

(b) practical driving test. 

The d. eta ils which some countries give conce:1:ning these oxa;uiru::: tions 

demonstrate e '~ide divergency 5.n their conception and application . It 

seems to be a standard practice , hovever, that the applicant has to 

take the practical driving t es t in the tYPe of vehicle for whj.ch the 

l i cense is to be valid . 

Certaln countries require that e certa_in time of apprenticeship 

elapse between the time of application for a learner' s permit a nd the 

grant~.ng of the license. It :l.e 1.n some cases especially requ1.red for 

the drivers of passenger buses that the appl.tcant p1·ove tll8t he has 

driven a heuvy t:::"Uck over e certain period of time without having 

caused any complaints. 

Furthermore, in a few cases tho exam:!.nations include lmmvlecge 

of the mechanics of the vehicle , particularly for professional drivers . 

4 . CONCLUSIONS 

Summarizing the preced.ing paragraphs the mujo:clty of the countries 

which sent replies seem to adhere to the following general pattern of 

requirements for drlve:..·s: 

(a) 9ategories of vehicles 

Licenses ere issued for different types of vehJcles. 

Tho most common categories ere: 

A. Hotor cycles 

B. Light passenger cars and light trucks 

c. 
D. 

Heavy trucks 

Passenger buses I I • \ • • • • 



E/COPF.8/18 
Page 4 

(b) Hlnimum~ 

The minimum age for drive:r·s varies for the different categories 

~.., v(;l:iclee . The age of 18 years eeetns to be the most common minimum 

f : r Claso B: light passenger cars and light trucks. 

( c ) Hea lth re~ir~~ 

The eyesight end the hearing of the applicant for a J icenee r.ave 

t c meet certa in mi n imum standards. 

'l'he ap plicant ha s to declare hi s :physical end mental disabilities, 

s cme of which , such as epilepsy, d i squalify him from holding a license. 

Prof essional drivers of trucks and :passenger vehicles have to 

meet mor e rigorous hea 1 th standords certified by medica 1 exam ina tiona . 

(d) Examiru.~tion 

The applicant for a license has to pass an examination on his knowledge 

of the rule8 of the road and a p1~ctica l driving teet in the type of 

vehi.cle for whi ch his liceneo ia to be valid. 

/ANNEX. 



COUNTRY 

AUSTRALIA 

6 states of the Commonwealth 

AUSTRIA 

BUWARIA 

ANNEX 

RIOC).UIREMENTS FOR LICENSING OF li.OTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS 

MINIMUN AGE 

16 to 18 years, depending upon 
the State and the type of 
vehicle. 

21 yea rs for public passenger 
vehicles. 

16 years for motor cycles 
up to 127 cubic centimeters. 

18 years for other vehicles . 

18 years for vehicles up to 
3 tons. 

20 years for vehi~les up to 
5 tons or 33 passenger seats. 

21 for all vehicles . 

HEALTH R]QUIREMENI'S 

The applicant for a license must 
declare bodily defects likely to 
affect his efficiency in 
operatir~ and controlling a 
vehicle. Certain defects 
disqualify absolutely. 

motor 

All States requ:re test of 
eyesight (elthcugh ~ith 
different methods). 

One State requires test of 
colour b:.'.in!L"'leas • 

Appl!cant must undergo 
examination by medical official 
and comply with regulations 
health standard. 

Addiction to alcohol and drugs 
disqualify. 

Physical e~~mination (type not 
specified in reply). 

EXAMINATION 

Five States require oral, one Stete 
requires ~Titten examination on 
traffic laws. 

All States except one require 
driving teet. 

Examination in traffic r egulations 
and technical installation of 
vehicle. 

Driving test. 

General examination (type not 
specified in reply). 

/D~"MARK 



18 ~eera tor o~er -veh1cles . 

ANNF~ (continued) 

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

Appl i cant f or license must 
provide a doctor's certifi~ate 
and be of sober habits . 

Test of eyesight and hearing . 

EXAt-n:NATION 

EY..amination on traffic 
regulations and on knowl edge of 
the way to check the controls of 
the vehicle . 

Driving test . 

~--------------~------~----------------~~----· ----------------------------------------------------------------

INDIA 

18 )'8efs for motot:-C7Cles. 

19 years. ·t or oth&r vehlcle3 , 

20 yeers tor tra_nsport vehlol es . 

. 18 yeers tor otbe~ ·vehicles ; 

Applicants :for both a professional and an amateur permit have to 
give proof of their compet ence . 

Applicant f or license must 
declar e physical and mental 
disabilities . The fol lowing 
diseases and disabilities 
disqualify from holdioB a 
license : 

Epil epsy > l unacy, sudden 
attacks of giddiness and 
f ainting, addiction t o 
alcohol, et c . , night ­
blindness and inability 
t o distingui sh the 
pigmentary colours r ed and 
green. 

Test of eyesight and hearing . 

Prospective: Literacy t est for 
dr ivers of public service vehicles . 

!Ziving test. 

--·----~.-.------------------~--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

/ ITALY 



JUNI'BY MINIMUM AGE 

rALY 

EW ZEAlAND 15 years.. 

HILIP:PHJES 

A~~~X (continued) 

HF.J'.LTH REQUIREMENTS 

The applicant for a l:Lcer.se has 
to submit a medical report 
certifying that be meets certain 
minimum standards. 

Addiction to alcohol and drugs 
disqualify. 

Test of cyesigbt. 

Test of hearing . 

The epplic!lnt for e license 
to arive a bus, ta:'acklcss tram, 
taxicab or passenger-service 
veLiclc has to submit a 
certificate from a registered 
medical practitioner. 

Test of eyesiBbt. 

Test of heariiJ€. 

Applieant for license must 
subm:i t medical certificate 
from licenaed rhysician. 

For prufessional drivers 
identical meoical. certific::-:tte 
is necessary for c:very third 
renevmJ. of drtvcrs' license. 

EXl'MII'IATION 

Examination on the mechanjcs 
of the vehicle for drivers of 
trucks and buses. 

Dr:i.ving test. 

Oral examination on 
lc.1o·"rl.edge of the traffic 
laws. 

Driving test. 

\,fritter: examin&tion on tbc 
Hutional Road Lm-1. 
l~ofe,ssional clri vers have to 
:r:ass; in addition, a written 
test on the mcchanicsm and 
and control of the motor 
vel;i c:lc. 

~Dr1--:ij_:n{_3 test. 



COUNTRY 

PORTUGAL 

SWITZERLAND 

UNION OF SOUI'H 
AFRICA 

4 provinces 

Proposed Uniform 
t-1otor Vehicle & 
Road Tre.ffic 
Regul ation Ordinance. 

MINlMUMAGE 

18 years 

22 year s for heavy 
passenger buses . 

17 to 19 years 
depending upon 
province. 

ANNEX ( continued) 

Medical exwnination f or pr ofes si onal 
driver s of :?Bseenger vehicles, 
cer tifying ·~hat t hey meet certain 
minimum standards . 

Addiction t ·) alcohol disqualifies . 

Teet of eye 31ght. 

Test of hea:ring. 

Applicant f)r license must declar e 
phys i cal ani mental disabilities, 
same of whi ~h disqualify absol ut ely 
(depend ins ·:1pon the province) • 

EXAMINA'l'ION 

Examinat ion on traffic signals , rules of 
the r oad and mechanics of the motor 
vehicle . 

Or a l examination on the rules of the r oad 
and functioning of steering and brakes . 
Special conditions and examination for 
professi onal drivers of passenger vehicles 
and heavy t rucks . 

Drivi ng t est . 

All 4 provinces r equir e literacy t est 
examinat ion on the Rules of t he Road. 

All 4 province~ r equir e driving teet. 
- - - - - - - - - - - . - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
16 years for motor 
cycles w1 thout and 
w1 th side car. 

18 years for ot her 
vehicles excEV·t 
public service 
vehic l es . 

21 years for rublic 
service vehicl es. 

Appli cant for license must declare 
physical and mental disabilities. 
Epilepsy, sudden attacks of fainting . 
serious mental disorder s, addiction 
t o a l cohol !lnd drugs, etc . , 
disqualify . 

Teet of eyesight . 

Literacy t est. 

Examination on Rules of the Road, traffic 
signs and signals. 

Driving t est. 

/uNITED ID{GDOI-4 
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- - - --- - - - - ·· ·· ---- - - -- -~----------------

COu'NI'RY 

16 ycur a for ~ctor 
cycles. 

21 years fer d:r·i •·ere 
of "locomot iv·es " , 
motor tre.ct ors end 
h0e.vy mot or care. 

l 7 y<:;are for other 
v·ehicles . 

Ap·?Hce::1t f or licon c.,; -::u ot clecl:::.rJ 
di&eases and disabilities . 
E:p ilE~:psy , sudden a+t!-:l.cke of f aint ing 
Sf;)l'ious mental d.isordels, c.d.dic t;:;.ou 
to a lcohol and drugs , etc. , 
disqualify . 

Test of eyaf;i{3h"'j . 

---·-------·- - --
O:r·e.l oxc.rh i:..:a.tion ir. ;;::;-_o-.(L·-e~· o:f t !1c 
liighway Code . 

D.dving test . 

------ - ---- -------.--. ... ·---·- ·'- - ·---- .. - -------·--··-·---- - ·--·- .... - --... -----·----
ffiHTED S'l~TES OF 

A14ERICA 

48 states and 

11~ t o 18 years 
dependi ng upon 
state . 

District oTColombia . 14 to 17 for 
Svme st a tes ha ve no r es t r i cted l icense , 
provisions on certain depend~ng upon 
r equirements . s t ate . 

One state does not 
r eq_ujre a dr i ver 1 s 
l icenee . 

:?rop_o~fj. Unil'~ 
Veh:i. c2..e Code . 

(Revision of 
19i+7 -4-8 by the 
National Committee 
on Uniform Traff i c 
L<:no~s and Ordinances) . 

lo .fUt1l' 8 

:!..4 anC. 15 for 
r estr ict ed l icenses . 

All but 7 states r equire t est of 
eyesight . 

Al l but 7 statee r equir e exa~nation 

or: ru.les . 

All but 6 states r equ:1.r ,':! a driving 
test . 

Four states do not r eq1lir c ~x~ur.ination of any kind . 

Test of eyesight . Examination on road rules . 

r:~ivint3 tes~ . 




