Uiviib NATIUNS
ECONOMIC
AND

SOCIAL CCUNCIL

Disir.
E/CUl <7 /7
13 Lry 1563

uri inci: FRBC .

UNIWED NATIONS CUNFERENCD i
INTERNLTIONAL T VEL LND TCUaiSi.
Iter. 8(i) of thc

provisional cenda

RS

PACTOITATION UF GOVEGNGENT..L Fot LLITISS EGLRDING WRAVAL

Travellers ensa.ed i coucetioncl, scientific aond culturcl cetivitics

The atteched docuten?t =c¢ roduces tae regsort froin the United Hetions

Educational, Scientific ziid Culturcl vr acaizstion referred to in the snnotated

- 0 -1 T o ot F ‘. \.
psrovisionnl ~_ ende (E/CUbf..//%).

63-14174



= /CONF.47/7 .
page 2

Granting of facilities to persons engaged in
educational, scientific and culturnl activities and
travelling 'for purposes connected with

those activities

Revort by the Secretariat of UNESCO

1. Under its Constitution, UNESCO has s;ecific responsibilities regarding the
reduction of obstacles to tie free movement of persons engaged in educational,
scientific and cultural activities wishing to travel for purposes connected with
those activities.

2. The Freamble lays down tlie general principle that the States Parties "are

agreed and determined to develop and to increase the means of communication between
their pooples and to employ these means for the purposes of mutual understanding and
a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other's lives". For this purpose, Jrticle
1 provides for action by the Urganization to promote the free flow of ideas and, amongst
the most appropriate measures for encouraging co-operation among the nations, includes
"the international exchange of persons active in the fields of education, science and
culture".

3. While travel, in yeneral, has always been one of the most important and most
direct means of enabling ;conle of different cultures to get to know each other,
international understanding is promoted to an even greater extent by contacts between
persons engaged in educational, scientific and cultural activities. The importance
attached to such exchanges has long been noticeable in both interyovernmental relations
and the activities of the international organizations. Recently, again the Group of
Experts on International Travel and Tourism convened by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations (Geneva, 29 January — 8 Jebruary 1962) expressed the view in its report
to the Economic and Social Council, that as far as travellers engaged in educational,
scientific and cultural activities are concerned, "it is desirable that such persons
be regarded as a special cateory of traveller" (E/353C - GEITT/1/Gev.2, innex 3,

Part II, I). |

4. The General Conference of UNESCO has adopted, at several of iits sessions,

resolutions defining the funcitions of the Crganization in this respect. In partisular,
it has instructed the Director-Gemeral, im collaboration with the United Nations and

the rpecialized agencies concerned, to study the obstacles to the exchange of persons

between nations,



5. In this connexion it is ‘articularly apzropriate to mention tlhe resolution

adopted by the General Confercnce at its eighth session, in which it invited .euler
5”.-tes "to grant the widest facilities possible to all persons enzaged in educationcl,
scientific and cultural activities" (IV.1.5.36). Yhe General Conference renewed this
invitation at its tenth session (resolution 5.22).

6. is a result of these resolutions, tihe followin: forty-three member States supplied
information to the Director-idecneral on tiie facilities tiley grant to wersons en_g ed 1n
educational, scientific and cultural activities wishin: to travel for purposes connec e

with those activities:

Australia France Libya
fustria Ghana Luxeiboury
belziun Greece sexXico
Bolivia Guzatenala Netherlands
Cambodia donduras Norway
Canada Indi= Fakistan
Ceylon Indonesia Fhilippines
thile Iran Spain
China Irag Sweden
Costa dica Isrcel Switzerland
Cuba Italy Turizey
Dolinican Republic Jagan United irab Republic (D yet;
L1 Salvador Jordan Uruguay
iederal Hepublic Koreo Venezuela
of Germany Lebanon
7. The facilities mentioned by the above l.ember States concerned, in particulsr, the

followin: natters:
(») wvisas: abolition, provision witlout char.e, reduction of fees, prolon_ ntiol
of validity, facilitetion of formalities;

(b) residence permit: simplified prolongation, extension of euthorized perioc

of residence, perméncnt ?éfmits;

(¢) currency: authorizstion to im-ort or export fixed amounts of currency,
facilitation of formalities;

(1) fares: transportv {vce of charic, various recuctions for individual or

proup travel;
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(e) accommodation: ©provision of reduced-price accommodation in educational

centres, students' nostels, boarding schools;

(f) admission to musecums and other cultural csteblishments: admission without

charge or at a reduced fee, reductions in thie price of +theatre ticitets;

(g) various facilities: assistance in drawing up itineraries or programmes

E

of visits, free informetion services, introductions to cultvural insvitutions.
3. At its twelfth session alsc, the Generzl Conference of UNBSCC considered =z
draft resolution submitted by Iandia on the exchange difficulties which, in developing
countries, stand in the woy of the movemeny of sbudents, teachers and artists wishing
to travel for the purpose of continuing tiheir studies or completiny their training.
The resolution requests thot o progremnc be considered 1o enable sueh persons o pay
their expenses in national currency. The General Conference notced this drafz
resolution and considered Hhot it might usefully be brought to thie attention of the
United Nations Conference on Iaternational travel and weuriswm (7.2 C/44, Part C, Chapter V,
~avagranh 29).

9. For many years UNESCC s been endeavouring, in co-operation with the International

4ir Transport hassociation (I00L), to facilitate travel for persons engaged in educational,

scientific and cultural activiiies. In 1952, the .ssocistion raised the age 1iuit for
African students to thirty. fv also decided to o33ly to single journeys the
reductions granted to studenis.

[15CC!'s reques’, a special question {section A

1v. It should also be recclled that, at U
concerning travel for educaticnal, scientific or cultural ourposes was included in the
questionnaire on internationel travel ond tourism sent to the wember States of the
United Nations. in analysis of the reslies to this questionnaire is contained in
documents E/3438/4dd.1 and 3/3438/.44d. 2.

11. UKWESCO has also invi‘ved 511 the international non-jovernmental organizavions with
+~hish it has consultative crrongements to sive their’views on tfavel'for educetional,
scientific:and cultural pur oses. Fifty—féur organizﬁtions have replied. i 1list of

their names and an analysis of their replies are cunexed to this document.

3
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12. So far as more particu

b

reference should be made to Yt action takxen by UniSCU in co-operation with tae
Customs Co-operation Council. In 1962, <the latter crzenization, in consultation with

UNESCO and GATT, adopted the following three Convenuions:
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Customs Convention on the Temporary Importation of Irofessional Equipment;
Customs Conventicn coacerning Facilities for the Importation of Goods for
Display or Use at Exhibitions, Fairs, leetings or Similar Evenis;

Customs Convention on “he LT/ Carnet for the Temvorary idmission of Goods;

The first two Conventicns permit, in particular, the importation of a zreal
variety of equipment necessary to representatives of the Press, sound broadcasting,
television broadcasting, the cinema and the international organizstions, and to other
catejories of persons, when they travel to another country in pursuiit of their
nrofessional activities. The +third Convention introduces the use of an international
Custons carnet designed to replace national documents for the importation of objects
covered by the first two Conventions.

13. Conclusions. The preseni report shows that it would be desirable, as stated
by the Group of Experts on International Travel and “Wourism convened by the United
Nations in 1962, that travellers engaged in educational, scientific and cultural
activities be regarded as & special category of traveller.

14. New facilities might be ;ranted them in respect of the following:

(i) visas

admission to nuscwas and other cultural establishrents

(ii) residence permiis
(iii) currency
(iv) fares
(v) accommodation
i)
i)

establishment of ivineraries or ~rogrammes of visits, free information
services, introductions to culbural institutions.

Withiféference more narbicularly to currency, the Conference might peruays consider
the possibility of establisiiing a systein whereby the persons in question could pay

their travel expenses in ncivional currency.
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which have replied to the enquiry;

ATTEX

List of international non-governmental organizations

and analysis of their replies

I. List

Associated Countrywomen of the iorld

Boy Scouts International Bureau

Catholic International Union for Social Service

Conference of Internationally-iiinded Schools

Coordinating Secretariat of Jational Unions of Students

Coordination Committee for International

Council for International

International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
Internationz

Intern:tionnl
International
Internationzl
Internntional
Internationzl
Internationnl
International
International
Internationnl

Internationnl

Voluntary Vork Camps

Organizations of Iledical Sciences

Association for Child Psychiatry and Allied Professions

Association for Vocational Guidance

Association of Scientific Zxperts in Tourism

Association of University Professors and Lecturers

Association of Wholesale Wewspaper, Periodical and Bcok Distributors
Association of lorkers for llaladjusted Children

Astronomical Union

Castle Research Institute

Chember of Commerce

Conference on

Large Electric Systems

Co-operative Allicnce

Council for Philosophy ~nd Humanistic Studies

Council of
Feder-ticn
of
of
of

Federation
Feder-tion
Federation
Federation

ITederation of

of ¢

lomen

for tiodern Langunges and Literature

Actors
Musicinns

Secondnry Teachers
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Tourism Journnlists and Writers
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Internationnl Federation of University Women

international Gas Union

International Institute of Administrative Sciences

International Organization for Standardization

International Radio and Television Organization

International Society of Bioclimatology and Biometeorology
International Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering
Internationnl Sociological Association

International Theatre Institute

Internationszl Tnion of Anthropological and Fthnolegical Scisuecs
International Union of Crystallography

Interncztional Union of Official Travel Organizations
Internationnl Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry

International Union of Scientific Psychology _
International Union of Testing and Research Laboratories for Materinls and Structures
Permanent International Associntion of Navigation Congresses
Salvation Army

Soroptimist Internutional Association

The Experiment in International Living

The New Education Fellowship (International)

United Towns Organization

World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations

World Assembly of Youth

World Association of World Federalists

World Council for the Welfure of the Blind

World Federation of Trade Unions

World Federation of United Nations Associations

World Union of Organizations for the Safeguard of Youth
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I1T. Analysis
(a) Visas
The general oninion which emerges from the replies received is thnt visans
should be gradunlly abolicshed, However, the orgunizations feel that it will
be some time before this stioge is reached. In the mecuntime, they fovour the
provision of visns free of chorge ~nd the facilitetion of formalities. Some

i
organizations report th .t they h-ve met with difficulties in obtuoining visas

for delegntes to their intern:tion:l congresses.

(b) Residence vermits

The organiz ticns favour the fucilitation of formalities for obtaining and
renewing residence permits,
(¢) Currency

Most of the orgrnizations believe thnt the difficulty of obtaining currency

nan obstacle to the movement of persons engo

in many countries

=
n

educational, scientific and cultural activities, especially studentsaond young people.
() FPares

Ifost of the orgunizations ask for fare reductions, In this connexion,
attention should be drawn to the recommendation by some specizlists that, so
far as students and young people are concerned, arrangemnents be concluded between
youth orgonizations and shipping companies whereby young people could travel free
or obtain apprecinble reductions during the holiday season in return for doing
temporary work on board ship,

(e) Accommodation

Most of the organizabvions report the accormmodation difficulties encountered

o]

by their members during the travel they undertake for educaticonzl purposes.
They ask for facilities in this respect, nnd in particular that greater use be
made of avnilable university premises.

(f) Admission to musecums nnd other culturzl establishments

The organizations nusk for the extension of existing facilities and recommend,
in particulcr, that admission to mussums and cultural establishients be free of

charge.
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Some organizations mention the problem of establishing itineraries and
programmes of visits, They ask thnt the competent authorities in the countries
to be visited should co-operate with the travellers and consider carefully she
facilities they already grant them,

(h) Criterion for travel for educational, scientific and cultural purposes

Some organizations favour a widening of the criterion for travel for
educationcl, scientific and cultural purposes. They consider, in pzarticular,
thot the facilities granted to travellers should be extended to members of the
fomily who accompany them. The period of travel is often, in fact, gquite long,
and the persons concerned are frequently accompanied by members of their fumilies,

(1) Cultural identity card

Some organizations suggest the introduction of a cultural identity curd.






