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Grantiuc.; of fa.cili ties to persons engaged in 

educationc.l, scientific 2 .. :aG. cul tur::cl activities and 

trc.vellin.; 'for ;;n1rposes connected with 

those activities 

:aeport by the Secretariat of UNESCO 

l. Under its Constitution, lJllESCO has s;ecific res;onsibili ties reijPcrdin~ the 

reduction of obstacles to ti1e free movement of persons engaged in educational, 

scientific and cultural activities .wishin5 to travel for purposes connected wi tl1 

those activities. 

2. The Preamble lays dovm t~1e general principle that the States :i'arties "are 

agreed and determined to develop and to increase the means of communication between 

their p0oples and to employ these means for the pur2oses of mutual understandinc.; and 

a truer and more perfect knowledge of eac.i.1 other's livesii. For this purpose, ~rticln 

l provides for action by tl1e Grganization to promote the free flow of ideas and, amongst 

the most appropriate measures for encoura;;inc co-operation among the nations, includes 

"the international exchall{Se of persons El,ctive in the fields of education, science and 

culture". 

3. While travel, in generc>-1, l1as always been one of the most important and most 

direct means of enablin6 ;eo?le of different cultures to get to know each other, 

5.r.te::-::"l.tional understandin0 is proraoted to an even greater extent by contacts between 

persons engaged in educational, scientific and cultural activities. The importance 

attached to such exchanc;es ~1.e.s long been noticeable in both intergovernmental relations 

::tnd theactivities of the international organizations. Recently, again the Group of 

Experts on International Travel and Tourism convened by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations (Geneva, 29 January- 8 ]ebruary 1962) expressed the view in its report 

to the Economic and Social Council, that as far as travellers en(£ar;ed in educational, 

scientific and cultural activities are concerned, "it is .desirable tl1at such _persons 

be regarded as a spe<?ial catet.:;ory of traveller" (E/359C - GEITT/l/~&ev.2 1 Annex 3, 

Part II, I). 

4. The General Conference of U1~SCO has adopted, at several of its sessions, 

resolutions defining the functions of the Or5anization in this respect. In partioular, 

it has instructed the Director-General, in collaboration with the United Nations and 

the r.pecialized agencies concerned, to study the obstacles to the exchange of persons 

between nations. 
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5. In this conn•~xion it is _;c"rticularly a::_.J_;;,ropriate to t11ention t~1e resolution 

adoptc:d by tl1e General Conf'ercnce at its ei.;ht!1 session, in whicl1 it inviteJ •... e<.l~er 

S" c: 0es 11 to Jrant the wides-~ facilities l_:-ossible to all persons en:;;<\;ed in educ:::,iir;!~' l, 

scientific and cultural <Oc-0ivities 11 (IV.l.5.36). 

invitation at its tenth session (resolution 5.22). 

'..:'lle General Conference rene·.rect this 

6. "'s a result of these resolutions, tiw followin0 forty-tllree 1/.e,;·,i:Jer States suj)}!lic.J.. 

infor~ation to the Director-Jeneral on t~e facilities they ~rant ~o ~ersons en~sued in 

edu<.;ational, scientific and cultural activities wisi1ia _ _;· to travel for purposes connec~~e 

with those activities: 

},ustralia 

Lust ria 

:OelGiwa 

Doli via 

Cambodia 

Canada 

Ceylon 

l;hile 

China 

Cos+a il.ica 

Cuba 

Dor,inican i-?.epublic 

Ll Salvador 

PeJeral Republic 
of Germany 

France 

Ul1c:.na 

Greece 

Guateuala 

donduras 

IndiQ" 

Indonesia 

Ir::n 

IraCj_ 

Isrc,el 

Italy 

Ja,:;2.,n. 

Jord<1n 

Aore2, 

Lebanon 

Libya 

Luxer.1bo·urg 

"1exico 

Netherlands 

Norway 

1-:akistan 

Philippines 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerlc,nd 

'l'ur1.:ey 

United ;.rab itepublic (~~"'y,;--;, i 

Uru;;uc,y 

Venezuelp_, 

7. Tlle facilities mentionecl by the above 1.eraber Stctes concernec1, in pfl.rticulror, tlL; 

followin~ watters: 

(") visas: abolition, _2rovision wit~wut ch~r0 e, reduction of fe8s, _.Jrolon~·~ticm 

of validity, facilitation of formalities; 

(b) residenc·e ;>errai-·0: ;S;i..mplified _.Jrolonsatior., extension of ""uthorized. ;-crioC: 

of residence, _perm~.nent permits; 

(c) currency: e.uthorizc-.tion to im_::.or-0 or ex;or-0 fixed aitlOUnts of currc:1cy, 

facilitation of fon12.li ties; 

(d) fares: transJOT~ r~oe of char
0

o,. various re~uctions for individual or 

group travel; 
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(e) accommodation: provision of reduced-price accommodation in educational 

centres, students' Dostels, boarQin6 schools; 

(f) admission to museur.1s 2-nd other cul-i:,ural ests.blishmen~s: admission without 

char.:se or at a reduced_ fee, reduc-0ions in tiw :,?rice of -theatre ticll:ets; 

(g) various facilities: sssistance in drawinc; up itineraries or pro5rammes 

of visits, free information service~, introductions to cultural institutions. 

8. At its twelfth session also, the General Con=erence of ~~SCC considered a 

draft resolution submi ttecl by Indin on t:1e exchange clifficul ties which, in developinG 

countries, stand in the vr::~y of the move:nen:~ of students, teachers anc: artists wishinc5 

to travel for the purpose of continuine:; t2leir studies or completini -their training. 

The resolution req_uests tha-;:, ::-~ :pro,srr~;aLw ~~e considerec~ to enable suc:1 persons to pay 

their expenses in national c~Trency. The General Conference noted this draft 

resolution and considered ·t::~-~ it mittht usefully oe orou0ht to t:-le r,ttention of the 

United Nations Conference o:1 I::,terne.tions,l 'lr::wel c:,nc!_ ·:c·curisr" ('_2 C/L:-L~, :Part C, Chapter V, 

_""" "t'rtz ra~h 29) • 

9. :Por many years ~JESCC ~~rcs been endoccvourinJ: in co-operation with the Internntional 

J .. ir Transport i .. ssociation (:;:_·_'.2L), to faci:!.itat8 tnwol for persons enga1_5·ed in educ[',tional, 

scientific and cultural acti v::.·cies. In :;_·:;52, -t'1e ."_s;:;-.::ci<'~tion raised the <\;e li,,;i t for 

.t~frican students to thirty. It ~lso decided to ~;;ly to single journeys the 

reductions granted to stuc~elr~s. 

10. It should also be recrcllcd thut, ~~ illESCC's request, a spcci~l question (section ~II) 

concerning travel for educaticnal, scicnti1ic or cultur~J. ~urJoses was include~ in the 

questionnaire on internation::cl trilvel ~"'-'' -~ourism sent -(,o the .,;ember Ste.tes of the 

United Nations. .·~n ::malysis of th8 rc_;·li.cs to this quostionm\ire is contained in 

documents E/3438/Add .1 and ~/Y:38/.'.dcl. ;; . 

11. UNESCO has also invi-!:.eC:. ::-.,~_1 tho i;r~erl1~otiom\l no:a-:__;ove~runent[',l ore;n.niz2:~ions with 

.,.,,i-:!h it has consultative ::":;::rrcnGements to bive tlwi:::·vicws on travel far ecluc:>tional, 

scientific ·and cultural pur _,:;os-os. Fifty-four or;;c.nizations have replied. 

their names and an analysis o:f -/:,heir re:?lies are u.1mcxod to this document. 

12. So far as more ~articul~rly concerns Customs ~uestions in reln.tion to 

•• list of 

+ """' .... ..-..-r-.1 
v~ u.. v c...L' 

reference should be ruade to -t:.le action taS.en by Ui;J<;SC( in co-open-i:.ion with t~le 

Customs C o-operatio_n C ounc i:L. In 1962, tho latter or~anization, in consultation with 

lJNESCO and GATT, adopted t:~u iollowinJ t!1ree Conv<:rr0ions: 
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Customs Convention on -[,he '.i'emporary Ir:r;_:;ortation of ?rofessionr'l Equipment; 

Customs Convention concornin~ Facilities for the Importation of Goods for 
Display or Use at Exhibi-0ions, Fairs, !,eetin,;-s or Similar Events; 

Customs Convention on Jj~:w i.'l'L Carnet for the Tem:::;orary Ldmission of Goods; 

'l'he first two Conventicns :;Jermit, in )8rticular, t~1e importation of a c:;rea-t 

variety of equipment necessary to represento.tives of tlle l'ress, sou.'ld brocdcastin0, 

television broadcasting, the cinema and the international organizations, and to other 

cateGories of persons, when t~ey travel to another country in }ursuit of their 

professional activities. ~he third Convention introduces the use of an international 

CustoDs carnet designed to re)lace national documents for the imi?ortation of objects 

covered by the first two Conventions. 

13. Conclusions. The presen-t, report shows that it ·would be desirable, as st:1ted 

by the Group of Experts on International Travel and ~ourism convened by the United 

Nations in 1962, that travellers engaged in educational, scientific and cultural 

activities be regarded as a s::_Jecial cccteE:;ory of tnweller. 

14. New facilities might oe ;_,ranted then in respect, of the following: 

( i) visas 

(ii) residence permits 

(iii) currency 

(iv) fares 

(v) accommodation 

(vi) admission to I<1USelllilS Ecnd other cultural es.tablishr,wnts 

(vii) establishment of :!_-~i:uer<1ries or _?ro_zrpx,naes. of visits, free informP.Jt.ion 

services, introductions to cultural institutions. 

'Hth re·ference more :;Jnr-0icul<1rly to currency, the Conference r:lit;ht peri12..::s consider 

the possibility of estc.blis~:in:; a systeiJ w~wreby the l:Jersons in question coulcl ;ay 

their travel expenses in national currency. 
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A.P~JEX 

List of international non-governmental organizations 

which have replied to the enquiry; and analysis of their replies 

I. List 

Associc.ted Country-women of the ~- orld 

Boy Scouts International Bureau 

Catholic Internatioml Union for Social Service 

Conference of Internationally-1linded Schools 

Coordinating Secretariat of ~Tutional Unions of Students 

Coordination Committee for Internstir:mal Voluntary Vork Camps 

Council for Internutional Organizations of Hedico.l Sciences 

Internationul Association for Child Psychio.try and o\.llied I'rofessions 

International Association for Vocational Guidance 

International Associution of Scientific 3xperts in Tourism 

Internntional Association of University Professors and Lecturers 

International Association of \Jholesale :·Tewspaper, Periodical and Beak Distributors 

Internation:ll Association of ':orkers for 1Iuladju3ted Children 

International Astronomico.l Union 

Internationul Castle Research Institute 

Internationo.l Chr,mber of Commerce 

Intern·:tiono.l Conference on L:,rge Blectric Systems 

Intern~ltionnl Co-opor:-:ti ve Alli~u1ce 

Internation-::.1 Council for Philosophy ',nd Humo.nistic Studies 

Intern~:tionccl Council of Fomen 

Intern:ltion~l Feder -:.tion for IIodern L·:c.ngur:ges c.nd Li ter·-:~ture 

Intern::.tion.':l Federo.tion of _.-~.ctors 

Interno.tion:J.l Feder:.tion of T'lusici~ins 

Internrltion'll Federo.tion of Second'lry Te:lChers 

Internntion::l Federo.tion of Senirlr Police (;fficers 

Intern:;.tion:tl Feder'J.tion of Tourism Jourw~lists ::::.nd 'Jri ters 

 



Intern::ttion-1l Federn.tion of University women 

lntern-:..tionnl G~_:..s Union 

Intern~tional Institute of Administrative Sciences 

Intern2tional Organization for Standnrdizntion 

Internu.tionnl Rndio nnd Television Orgnnizntion 
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Internntionnl Society of Bioclimatology and Biometeorology 

Intern~ttionul Society of Soil l'1echn.nics nnd Foundation Engineering 

Internation.'ll Sociological Association 

Internntional Thestre Institute 

Internntional ~Jnj_on ui' .~mtnr-:>l)(>log:c;::,l und Fthnolc•gic tl ScLmc~~s 

Internntional Union of Crystallography 

Internr;_tional Union of Official Travel Org·mizations 

International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 

Intern':ltioml Union of Scientific Psychology 

Internrltional Union of Testing :lnd Research Laboratories for 1bterinls and Structures 

Permanent lntern,ltional Associu.tion of Navigution Congresses 

S'llvr_:..tion Army 

Soroptimist Intern~,tionnl Association 

The Experiment in International Living 

The New Education Fellowship ( Intern:1tionnl) 

United Towns Orgnniz:ltion 

'v,!orld Alli<:1nce of Young Hen 1 s Christian Associations 

vlorld Assembly of Youth 

World Association of World Federalists 

\Jorld Council for the 1/Jelfare of the Blind 

World Federation of Trade Unions 

\:orld Federntion of United Nations AssociCltions 

World Union of Orgunizntions for the Safeguurd of Youth 
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II . il.nulysi s 

(:1) ViS"iS 

The gener.cil o,·Jinion which CI'lerges from the replies received is th ~t vis'ls 

should be gr::tdu:o.lly :1bolished. However, the org·tniz:ttions foel thc:t it will 

be some time before this sktge is re1.ched. In the me<:..ntime, they f.':'.vour the 

provision of visc:s free of chc:rge ::nd the fc-:cili tc:tion of forJ~,~cli ties. Some 

org~~nizntions report th :t they h .ve met lt!i th difficulties in obtt .. ining vis8s 

for deleg.'ltes to their intern:·~tion~cl congresses. 

(b) Residence permits 

The organiz-~ti( 'ns f:rrour the f:.ccili t ttion of form::cli ties for nbt::-cining and 

renewing resideL.cu permits. 

(c) Currency 

Nost of the org:~niz::tions believe th·:t the difficulty of obtaining currency 

in mr1nv C01Jnt:ri e~ i R :1n nhRt .. "'0.l n t.n t.hP TYln"lrPmPnt. nf' T1Pl"C!n-n"' PniT~f1't:>r'l in - o/ --------------- -------~ ~ ............. - .................. ,__., ...... .., ... , .... ~-_ .................................. '--'.L-'-t")'-•b'-"'""'" ....... ... 

educational, scientific ·md culturul :1ctivi ties, especially students r~nd young people. 

(d) Fnres 

IIost of the orgcmizations :tsk for f-'1re reductions. In this connexion, 

attention should be drawn to the recommendation by some specic:lists tk1t, so 

far as students ::md young pec1ple :1re concerned, :~rr&ngements be concluded between 

youth orgc:nizations :md shipping comp:mies whereby young peopl2 could tr:,vel free 

or obtain uppreci.:J.ble reductions during the holiday sec1son in return for doing 

tempornry work on board ship. 

(e) Accor.unodntion 

l<lost of the ,.-....,....,..,.r,.,....,..; 0'""'1<"'<+.; ,....,.,....,,...... 
1.../.1.. Q'-Ll.l..L. LJ<...-l l.J ..L \JllU repc·rt the ucccrrllTI.odation difficulties enc,·mntered 

by their members during the truvel they undert:~ke for education·~,l purposes. 

They 'J.sk for fcccili ties in this respect, ~md in p:1rticul:J.r the1t greGter use be 

made of ccvcilnble university premises. 

(f) Admissicm to musour .. s c.nd other culturs.l est:1blishments 

The organizntions c1sk fc1r the extension of existing f~1cili ties cmd recommend, 

in particul::: .. r, thGt :1dmission to museums c1nd cultur~:l est:1blish1.1ents be freo of 

charge. 



(g) Various facilities 
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Some organizCJ.tions mention the problem of establishing i tinerc..ries o.nd 

progrQffiffies of visits. They ask thnt the competent authorities in the countries 

to be visited should co-operate with the travellers nnd consider carefully ~he 

facilities they 'llr"endy grant them. 

(h) Criterion for tr:wel for educ:::.tional, scientific and culturc..l purposes 

Some organizations f:wour a widening of the criterion for travel for 

education.:_,l, scientific and cultural purposes. They c cmsider, in p:-crti culc.r, 

th~~t the facilities gr:tnted to travellers should be extended to members of the 

family who accompany them. The period of travel is often, in f~tct, quite long, 

and the persons concerned are frequently nccompanied by members uf their families. 

(i) CulturCJ.l identity card 
' 

Some organizations suggest. the introduction of ~1 cultural identity c_~rd. 




