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The Secretariat 'Tould like to draw attention to the formalities governing 

maritime cruise travel. The attached information and suggestions on cruises 

in Southern Europe, North Africa and the Near East were supplied by the 

International Federation of Travel Agencies (IFTA.). The Conference may wish 

to consider, at the end of its discussion of item 8, the suggestions wh1ch are 

presented and, if it adopts recommendations, to extend them to cruises in all 

parts of the world. 

63-14811 
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l>.b.RITH.E CRUISE TRAVEL 

L i.lori time cruise traffic has developed to such an extent that a wide cross-section 

of tl:le public now engages in it. Consequently efforts should be made to overcome the 

diversity of obstacles and delays resultinL from formalities which various countries 

still insist on requirine of cruise pnssen~ers. 

2. The International Federation of Travel Agencies (IFTA) agrees that control of 

c:;.,_i::;e passengers is necessary in the interest of Stnte security. Even so, it feels 

t:1.a:~ forQali ties for such passentrers cnn be reduced to a ninimun without sacrificing 

such control. IPTL has reached this conclusion after preparing- an analysis of 

forr-:alities existin~ in the forty-six i1ost ioportant European cruise ports and it would 

lil~e to present this analysis for consideration, along with pertinent information and 

suggestions consisting of a statement of the difficulties encountered, examples of such 

difficulties, and their results. 

3. It is suggested that the following system would avoid nost of these difficulties 

in ~ht: ca::;e of cruises. The organizers of a cruise should be Bllowed to send several 

copies of the passeneers' r:.mnifest, cluly numbered, to the police authorities of each 

'ort cf call several ~cys in advance. These would contain each passenger's surname, 

Christian name l/, nationality, place nnd date of birth, address and passport number 

vrith the place and date of its issue. Before sailim;, each passenger could be R'iven a 
.., ... 'W'I...,r,+ +,.,. ......,,.... .... .,.~1-l... \.,...;....., _,...,.......,_,....._+ ,,...,.......,,.....;,..+..; ............. ,.....p ..... .......... .,...]...,.,...,_ -~ +,. .... ,.... - ...... -+ ;l..;.,..,....w-nJ...,..-lr ..... +~n-
~••~ .. ~-7 -~ b~ .. ~-·· ··~~ y~~~y-~-, --"~~~-~ .. ~ -~ ,. ··~·-·~~~ -~ -··- y~~- ~~~~·--~-··~--~·· 

forn::;, each forM being vnlid for one port of call. To guarantee its vc.lidity, the cover 

of the carnet could be stamped by the police at the port where the cruise begins, just 

before sailing. On the two parts of et'Ch form, the surnane, Christian name, nationality, 

date of arrival at the port of CD.,ll, the name of the ship :mel, oost inportant of all, 

"!ihe numoe:r nppearin;? against each pass.en;;,'er; s name on the r.1anifest, should be entered. 

~-. At each port of cull on the c·ruise, on leaving the ship every passenzer would 

present this two-part disembarkation fore to the police, who would detc.ch one of the 

two parts. On re-eobarkation they would detach tht: other part, and a memper of the 

crew of the ship would sort the detached fon:1s in numerical order to correspond to the 

order of listing on the Jelanifest. This system would expedit:e the tully of returning 

passengers and avoicl undue clelay in the departure of the ship. 

!/ Or other additional non-farr.ily name. 
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5. Finally, IFTA would like to recomnend that, in ce:,ses where visas are still 

required, this requirement be waived for cruise passengers • 

6. Annex l to this report contains the ano.lysis of diseobark~tion formalities in 

force at various ports of call for cruises, and shows exnrr.ples of difficulties 

encountered in their npplico,tion, with their results. Annex 2 presents <2- sur:1uary uf 

conclusions. 



LJLCCIO 
(France) 

ALEXANDRIA 
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ANALYSI$ OF DISEMBARKATION FOiliviALITIES, DIFFICULTIES 
"' OF APPLICATION LND RESULTS 

I. LIST OF D ISElVIBARK.AT ION FORJ.vlALIT IES 

The following is a list of disembarkation formali t.ies at present 

in force for passengers on cruises calling at different ports in the 

l\iediterranear.., the Atlantic Con,st and the Black Sea. 

On disembarking, the disembarkation form in two pnrts (made out by 

the organizers) should be given up at the gangway, duly completed, for 

stamping by the police. 

required. 

The passports 2..re kept on board. No visa is 

The Egyptinn visa, which is essential, is given in advance by the 

Consular officials of the U.L.R. collectively on the passengers' manifest. 

The Egy-tJtian police come on bonrd at the port of call before Alexandria, 

or two hours before the ship's arrival. They expect to find all the pass-

ports collected and sorted into the same order as the numbered passenger 

manifest, with the special Egyptian disembarkation form inside, prepnred 

in advnnce by the organi2ers of the cruise, and on which must nppenr the 

surname and Christian name of the passenger, his nationality, his passport 

number and his number on the r;;hip 1 s manifest. The police check the 

passports and the disembarkation forms with the passenger manifest and put 

their stamp either on the :.mssports or on the disembarkation forms. 

Following this, the orgr.,nizers raust distribute the passportt> and the 

disembarkation forms duly stamped to the passengers; it is easier if they 

queue up to recover their passports before arriving at the port. 

Passengers then disembark with their passports and this disembarkation 

form in their h<:mds. 

1vhilst passengers are on Egypt inn soil, they keep these two docwnents 

with them. On fim~l embarkation, they must give them up for examination 

by the police et the gangw2..y, before the ship is allowed to s2il, provided 

that everyone is back on board. 

Furthermore, before discmbarkin,?; 2..ll pnssengers must fill up in 

duplicate rt form printed in .c'.rabic and English with the declaration of 



E/C0NF.47/14 
.Annex 1 
page 2 

A LEXi'l·IDR L\ 
(UJ.R.} 

(contd.) 

,;,IJJIEB.S 
(Llgeria) 

.:~THENS 

(Greece) 

Bl:.iLCELONi', 
(Spain) 

BLSTIL 
(France) 

BEIRU'l· 
(Lebanon) 

currency nnd valuable objects, end. hnve them stamped by Egyptian 

customs officials. One of these forms is sufficient for more than 

onP. membP.r of the same family. 

Ls no cruise has includeG. this port in its itinernry in recent years, 

the necesse.ry formalities are not known nt the moment. 

See under letter "?" (L)iraeus) 

'the tw·o-pnrt disembarkation form (ra!'.cle out by tlle or5a.nizers and duly 

completed.), must be presente~' on disefl1barkin.; ['-nd re-elilbarking. 

Passports may be left on board. No visr: is required •. 

The two-part disembark11tion form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be ;:>resented on disembarking and re-embarkin;:;. No 

visa is required. 

The two-pn.rt disembarlmtion form (mo.de out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be iJresented on disembarking and re-embarking. No 

visa is required. 

For passengers going on the excursion to Di1i,; . .'.SCUS (Syria), the 

organizers must collect .i:JI1ssports rnd J?res<?nt t~1era to the Syrian police, 

to;.zether wi til a list of names with 19 du;)licntes. when thev come on board. 

in order to obtain a collective Syrian visa. The fee for the visa is 

about $1.5u per j)erson. No Israeli visa must appear on the pass_2orts. 

'I'he list of names must contain the numbers corres.ponclinJ t.o those on the 

passenger manifest, surnames and Christian names, nationality, passport 

number. l'he Syrinn authorities require, moreover, that eitl1er the 

passports or the lists of those peojJle taking part in the excursion to 

Damascus should be sorted. accorC.ing to n0tionality. 

For iJassengers going on the excursion to JEJ:\.Us~·~i.r.Ei.•• (Jordan) from Beirut, 

the organizers must collect the Jt'"SSiJOrts and present them to the Jord?..nian 

police authorities to~ether with a list. of names with 9 duplicates. 

passenger who wP.nts to +.ravel to Jorda.n must previously obtrdn the 

Each 

Jordanian visa from the Jordanian authorities -in his mm country (fee about $6) 

No Israeli visa must appear on the .i:>assports. 'Ihe list of names must 

contain the numbers correspondin£$ to the p::1ssenger manifest, together w·ith 

the surnames, Christian names, _pass;;>ort number, nationality. If more than 



BEIRUT 
( '·· n J 
( contd.) 

CADIZ 
(S!lain) 

CJ.GLI.ARI 
(Italy) 

C.b.NJ\TES 
(France) 
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one aeroplane is necessary for the excursion from Beirut to Jerusalem, 

a seilarate list of names must be made out for each aero~lane, and the 

l'assports must be sorted into correspondin(; grouJ_Js. 

The two-J?art disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on diseobarking and re-embarking. .l?ass,t>orts may be 

left on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on disembarkin6 and re-embarking. Passports are kept on 

board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the orJanizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on disembarkinJ and re-embarkin5. ~assports are keJ?t 

on board. No visa is required. 

Ci~SABLJ.NCA On leaving the ship, the 11ioroccan police give each passenger a spe,ial coupon 
(!v10rocc o) . . . . wh1ch must be g1ven u~ on reboard1ng the sh1p. If a passenger lands 

CYPRUS 

CORFU 
(Greece) 

several times, the OiJeration must be reJ?eated. Passports are kept on 

board. No visa is required. 

The disembarkation form made out by the company or by the organizers may also 

serve as a control coupon for themselves. 

Before arrival, the organizers must distribute the passports to the 

passengers (who must queue up to recover them), because when disembarking 

at any l_)ort ire. Cyprus (Larnaca, Limassol or Famagusta), each passenger must 

present it to the police who give a ticket in exchange. On re-embarking, 

each passen5er gives up his ticket in exchange for his passport. ~'ihile in 

port, the passJ?orts remain on board in police custody. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on.disembarking andre-embarking. Pass~orts may be left 

on board. No visa is required. 

DUBROVNIK i~ special ticket or coupon is :;iven to each ;;>assenger on leaving the ship 
(Yugoslavia)h. h t b t . d d . b k. p t k t {'!' 1c mus e re a1ne an J1Ven up on re-em ar 1nJ, asstJor s are e_p 

on board. No visa is required. 



E/CUNF.47/14 
.Annex 1 
page 4 

FUNCrlAL 
(Portugal) 

GENOA 
(Italy) 

G IBRALT.A.R 
(Great 
Britain) 

HAIF.i.. 
(Israel) 

HERAKLION 
(Greece) 

ISTl.NBUL 
(Turkey) 

The orJanizers must obtain special Portuguese disembarkation forms 

in advance and complete them (name, Christian name, nationality, and 

number correspondin~ to the passenger manifest), and distribute them before 

the passengers arrive. These forms must be presented to the police on 

disembarking and re-embarking. 

visa is required. 

Passports are kelJt on board. No 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on diseriibarkinb" and re-embarking. This is generally 

stamped by the police on land:i,ng. Passports are kept on board. No 

visa is required. 

'!'he two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly completed, 

must be presented on disembarkinJ and re-embarkinG• Passports may be 

left on board. No visa is required. 

The organizers must obtain the required Israeli disembarkation forms in 

advance, and complete them with the number on the passenger manifest, 

names, Christian nrunes, nationality, and distribute them to the passeRgers 

before arrival, together with the coupon necessary for changing currency 

while in port. The Israeli police board the ship before it docks and 
oV"'t"lOI'+. ·+.n .P-inrl all nnoa"t"'n,..+~ Anll,..,.,.,+ ..... ~ n-£1 a,..,.-+ ........ 1 ,.. __ ..... _;J.,:....,,,. +,.. -4-1 ....... ...... -.:!-- ...... .P 
---~--- -- ----- ~-- r---.r---- -------- ..... __ , .............. - ................. ........ "_ ...... ._.4. .... 0 ..,.., ..,4 ...... ......... - ...... 

names on the passenger manifest for examination. Before disembarking, 

passen~ers must present themselves to the police to have either the 

disembarkation form or the currency exchange coupon stamped. On finally 

re-embarking, passengers must surrender the two documents to the police, 

who will check them against the passenger manifest, provided that ~ve~one 

is back on board. Passports are kept on board at the diaposal of the 

Israeli authorities. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

may be left on board. No visa is required. 

The 0rganizers must have special disembarkation forills printed in advance, 

according to the model laid down by the Turkish police authorities, in 

Turkish, and complete with names, Christian names, nationality and 

number corresponding to the passenger manifest. The police board the 



ISTANBUL 
(Turkey) 
( contd.) 

IZ.1l!R 
(Turkey) 

K.ATAKOLON 
(Greece) 

E/CONF .47/14 
Annex 1 
page 5 

ship approximately one hour before it docks and expect to find all 

passports collected and sorted into the same order as that of the 

passengers' names on the manifest, with the Turkish disembarkation form 

inside, duly completed. The police stamp the forms, after which they may 

be distributed to the passengers who must queue up to recover them. On 

re-embarking, passengers give up the forms to the police before the ship 

is given permission to sail, provided that all the passengers are back on 

board. Passports are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The procedure is the same as for Istanbul. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly com-

pleted, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

KOTOR A special ticket or coupon is issued to each passenger by the police on 

(Yugoslavia) landing, which must be retained and given up on re-embarking. Passports 

LA.RN.ACA 
(Cyprus) 

L.ThiASSOL 
(Cyprus) 

US .1? J;.Liw'..S 
(Canary 
Islands, 
Spain) 

LISBON 
{.Portugal) 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

See "Cyprus". 

See "Cyprus". 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

may be left on board. No visa is required. 

The organizers must obtain special Portuguese disembarkation forms in 

advance and complete them, viz: names and Christian names, nationality, 

date of arrival, number corresponding to the passenger manifest. Either 

the passports or the forms must be distributed before passengers arrive 

(who must queue up to recover them). Each passenger must give up the 

disembarkation form to the police on landing, of which one-half is detached. 

The other half is given up to the police by the passenger on re-embarking. 

No visa is required. 
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l~J..IJ,GA 

(Spain) 

l.'U~L.J...b. 

(Great 
Britain) 

hJ.'Ul-SE ILLES 
(I<' ranee) 

,,JESSINJ' .. 
(Italy) 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the org2nizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. 

Passports are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The tvru ...... purt Uisernbarkation form (mr:ile out b~y the orgn11izers); duly 

completed, must be prEsented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. 

Passports are kept on board. No visa is required; 

i.iONTE C.ARLO Before disembarking, passengers must present themselves to the police 
(Principality . . . . . . 

f
" ) (who board the sh1p wh1le 1t 1s at anchor), who stamp the d1sembarkat1on 

o 1vwnaco 

NAPLES 
(Italy) 

NICE 
(France) 

ODESSl• 
(U.S.S.R.) 

form (made out by the organizers), duly completed. 'l'he stamped form mus't 

be shown on landing. Passports are kept on board. No visa is requirec 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), must be presented 

on disembarking and re-embarking. 

visa is required. 

Passports are kept on board. No 

On presentation of the passenger lists sorted according to nationality 

and the special individual forms, duly completed and accompanied by two 

photographs, the Soviet Embassy grants collective visas for each group of 

25 passengers of the same nationality, on lists printed in Russian. 

About an hour before docking, the Soviet police board the ship and 

expect to find all passports collected, in groups of 25 according to the 

numbered lists issued by the embassy and put in the same order. The nur:;bo::..· 

corresponding to the Russian list and the passenger manifest must appear on 

each passport. The police ex8llline the lists and passports and stamp ther.;; 

after which passengers may recover their passports and disembark. 

check to see that passports have been stamped on landing. 

Polico 

Passengers keep their passports on their person whilst on Soviet 

territory. On leaving Odessa, they may retain their passports if the 



ODESSJ. 
(U.S.S.R.) 
(contd.) 

PALER.VIO 
(Italy) 

PALlviA DE 
iYiALLORCA 
(Spain) 

PORT S..'..ID 
(U .L.R.) 

PIRt'..EUS 
(Greece) 

ship calls at any other Russian ports. 
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If Odessa is the only or 

the last Russian port to be visited, passengers must surrender their 

passports on re-embarking, at least two hours before the ship sails, 

so that control may be effected by the police with the help of the lists, 

provided that everyone is back on board. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the or~anizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers),duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

Formalities are the same as for l•lexandria. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

may be left on board. No visa is required. 

PORTO TORRES The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 
(Italy) 

RHODES 
(Greece) 

completed, must be pres~nted on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

RIJEKA A special ticket or coupon is given to each passenger by the police on 
(Yugoslavia) 1 d" h" h ·t . d · · p t an 1ng, w 1c mus be reta1ned an g1ven up on re-embark1ng. asspor s 

SANTi. CRUZ 
DE TENERIFE 
(Spain} 

SOTCHI 
(U.S.S.R.) 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are k~pt on board. No visa is required. 

If Sotchi is the first Soviet port of call, the disembarking procedure 

is the same as at Odessa. If the ship has already called at other 

Russian ports, passengers may disembark on presentation of their stamped 

passports only. On re-embarking, passengers may retain their passports 
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SOTCHI 
(U.S.S.R.) 
(contd.) 

SOU'JlliOUlVil 
(U.S.S.R.) 

if the ship calls at other Russian ports. If Sotchi is the last 

Russian port of call, they must return on board two hours before sailing-
' . , 
""tl.me ana 

-, I 1 • _ _ _ _ _ __ l_ 

surrenaer ~ue~r paaapurL L _ _j_ 1. _ - - , ..! - - - -LU LllH pu~~~e, ~u that they may be 

examined and authorization may ~e given for the ship to sail, provided 

everyone is back on board. For visas: see "Odessa". 

If Soukhoumi is the first Soviet port of call, the disembarking 

procedure is the same as for Odessa. If the ship has already called 

at other Russian ports, passengers may disembark at Soukhoumi on 

presentation of their stamped passports only. On re-embarking, if 

the ship is calling at other Russian ports, they may retain their 

passports. If Soukhoumi is the last Russian port of call, passengers 

must be back on board two hours before sailing time and surrender their 

passports to the police, so that they may be examined and authorization 

given for the ship to sail, provided that everyone is back on board. 

Visa: see "Odessa". 

SPLIT A special ticket or coupon is given to each passenger by the police 

(Yugoslavia) 1 d' h' h t b t . d d . b k' on an 1ng, w 1c mus e re a1ne an g1ven up on re-em ar 1ng. 

SYRJ.CUSE 
(Italy) 

TANGIER 
(liiiorocco) 

TRIPOLI 
(Libya) 

Passports are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The two-part disembarkation form (made out by the organizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarking and re-embarking. Passports 

are kept on board. No visa is required. 

The Moroccan police give each 1assenger a special coupon on landing which 

must be given up on re-embarking. If passengers land several times, the 

operation is repeated. Passports are kept on board. No visa is 

required. The disembarkation form made out by the Company or the 

organizers also serves as a control document for themselves. 

Before arriving, passengers must queue up to recover their passports 

because th~y must surrender them to the police stationed at the gangway, 

on landing in Tripoli. L special numbered ticket or coupon is given 

in exchange. On re-embarking, it is surrendered to the police, who 

hand back the passports. Consequently, whilst the ship is at Tripoli, 

passports remain on board in police custody. 

Israeli visa must appear on any passport. 

No visa is required. No 



VALEl'JCL 
(Spain) 

VLJiNJ;. 
(Bulgaria) 

YALTl. 
(U.S.S.R.) 
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j)age '-) 

1he two-.l_)art disembarka1:.ion form (r:mde out by the or~anizers), duly 

completed, must be presented on disembarkin,;; and re-embarkin~. No 

visa is required, nnd }_)ass_ports Ltre kept on board. 

In order to obtain a collective Bulgarian visa, the organizers must 

send a photo and signed forra filled up in respect of each passen~er, 

together with lists of c;roups of 2'5 }'eople of the se,me nationality :::>lus fivP 

copies - four for Sofia and two for the embassy (which must send them with the 

visa) - to the Bulgarian Embassy in their own country ten days before sailinJ. 

The cost of the visa is about Bl per person. Police officials come 

on board with the pilot and eXfect to find the passports collected and in 

groups of 25, corresvondin(!; to the l":ists bearin~ the visa. l)assports c-"rc 

kept on board. Passengers land with the special coupons handed out by 

the police. These are biven up on re-embarking. 

If Yalta is the first Soviet port of call, the disembarkatio~ procedure 

is the same as for Odessa. If the ship has already called at other 

Rus~ian ports, passengers may disembark at Yalta on vresentation of their 

stamped passpo.rts-. On re-embarking, if the ship ca:+ls at other Russian 

ports, ·they may retain their passports. If Yalta is the last Russian 

port of call, passengers must be on board two hours before sailing time 

o.nd surrender their passp_orts to the police, so that they may be examined snd 

authorization given· for the ship to sail, provided that everyone is back 

on board. Visa: see 11 0dessa". 

II. Difficulties of ~'...pJi!:.ication 

l. Considered separately 1 the formalities listed above do not present special 

difficulties. In fact, every :;_:>alice aut!wri ty, without exception, is convinced that 

its own procedure is the sim.J?lest and the most }Jr:::.ctical. The difficulties arise 

when either the .J:H1Ssengers or the or~anizers have to under2,0 entirely different 

formn.li ties flt intervals of c, few hours. 

Examples 

2. Suppose there is a ship on 2, cruise with 700 .fH'"ssengers of nll nation<:lities on 

board with an itinerary of whic}l. the main ports of call 2ors Istanbul - CY,;Jrus - Beirut. 
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3. At Istanbul all passports are held by the organizers since the Turkish police 

want to stamp them all together (see .l\nnex 1, part I, under "Istanbul"). As, however, 

on arrival at Cyprus each passenger has to disembark with his passport, they must be 

distributed before arriving; which me~ns that passengers must be asked to queue up 

between Istanbul and Cyprus to get them back (indeed, on a cruise where hundreds of 

passengers are scattered all over the ship in cabins, lounges, decks, swimming pools, 

etc., any other method of distribution would be impossible). 

4. On leaving Cyprus, the organizers have to concern themselves with collecting each 

passenger's passport as soon as it has been given back by the Cyprus police at the 

time of re-embarking, since they have to be sorted into groups according to the 

respective destinations of the passengers before arriving a.t Beirut. 

5. ~ll the 700 passports, once collected, must be sorted according to the number 

appearing against each passenger's name on the manifest, so tha~ they can be handed 

out according to what excursion the passenger takes from Beirut. 

6. Consequently, the passports of passengers who [;O on excursions in Lebanon only 

(e.g. visits to Beirut, Baalbek, etc.) must be separated from those of passengers 

who go on excursions to Damascus (Syria) and ,Jerusalem (Jord.an). '\'(hilst passports 

belonging to the first group (Beirut, Baalbek) are kept on board until the ship docks, 

'w passports of the second group (Damascus) must be put in alphabetical order 

according to the special lists provided for this excursion and, moreover, sorted 

according to nationality. Those belonging to the third group must also be separated 

from the others and sorted as per plane-load, checking at the same time that each 

passport bears a Jordanian visa. 

7. The passports belonging to the second and third groups of passengers, after 

having been sorted and put into alphabetic order, are then entrusted to personnel who 

accompany the various excursions. 

8. All these operations must be performed during the voyage from Cyprus to Beirut, 

a distance of 110 miles and of about 6 hours' duration. 

9. If the ship stays at Beirut for two days and the three excursions are repeated 

(Banlbek, Damascus, Jerusalem) so as to give passengers the opportunity of going on 

at least two of them, the above-mentioned operations must be gone through again at 

the end of the first day, viz. during the night between the first and second days 

of the stop-over: collect all passports on the return of excursions, put them into 

numerical order, sort them into ~roups once more according to the lists of people who 

are going on the second day's excursions, since most of the passengers who went on the 

excursion to Damascus on the first dRy will obviously also go to Jerusalem on the second 

layt and vice versa. 
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10. Suppose then that this same ship, with its 700 passengers, goes on to Haifa 

(Israel) after having called at Beir~t. This means that the organizers must 

collect all passports again, and re-sort them according to the Passengers' 11lanifest. 

11. 'I'his operation must be accomplished during the night passage between Beirut 

and Haifa: a distance of 73 miles and of about 4 hours1 duration. 

12. If, on the other hand, the next port of call is .Alexandrin, then the· passl;ort s, 

nfter having been collected and sorted, must be examined and stamped by the Egyptian 

police who come on board at Beirut, 12fter which j?C',Ssengers would be asked to. queue up 

for their passports and Egyptian disembarkation cards. 

Results 

13. It will be seen from the foreJoing that passengers on cruises, particularly thosP 

involving calls c,t Near East and Black Sen ports, instead of enjoying.the relnxation of 

a sea voyage and the numerous attractions on bof'~rd shil), are continually b(;ing bothered 

and obliged to spend hours of their time queueing up in the ship 1 s lounges, either to 

give up their passports or to get them back or to fill up forms printed in foreign 

languages and to go through many other formalities the re<~.son for which they do not 

understand. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

l. It seems to IFTA that the task of the police should be the following: 
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(a) to prevent undesirable people not having their papers in order from entering 
the country; 

(b) to prevent their own nationals or any other unauthorized person from leaving 
the country illegally; 

(c) to prevent people from visiting ships and transit passengers from staying in 
the country illegally. 

2. It is difficult to understand why special disembarkation forms (see U.A.R., Israel, 

Portugal, Cyprus, Libya) are issued locally, since the required information is alwuys 

the same and since there is no substantial difference between these and the forms issued 

by the organizers. 

3. It is also difficult to understand why passports need to be collected on disembarkatio!, 

(see U.A.R., U.S.S.R., Cyprus, Libya). The fact that each passenger appears on the ship' b 

manifest and is in possession of a carnet of forms with the number corresponding to the 

list (manifest), should be a sufficient guarantee that his passport is in order; otherwis( 

the police at the port of origin would not have allowed him or her to embark. 

4. The simple presentation, on landing at the ports of call, of a two-part disembarkatior 

form at the gangway, duly numbered and completed as described above, should be sufficient 

to avoid the occurrence of a case such as that mentioned in paragraph l(a) above, all the 

more so since the passports sorted into the same order as the list of passengers' names 

on the manifest, stay on board ship at the disposal of the controlling authorities who 

have ample time to examine them. 

5. In order to avoid the risks mentioned in paragraph l(b) above, the police should 

detach one of the two parts of the form on disembarkation and the other on re-embarkation. 

6. Furthermort, to avoid the risk mentioned in paragraph l(c) above, one of the ship's 

personnel should put the forms into numerical order when passengers re-embark and the 

counterfoils are iJ.etached. Thus at the time fixed for the departure, when all or nearly 

all the counterfoils would be put in the same order as on the manifest, the risk of the 

departure of the ship being delayed because of control procedure would be avoided. 

7. Finally, IFTA W")uld like passengers on a cruise to be exempted from obtaining visas 

(in countries where a visa is still required). 




