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The Conference, 

RESOLUTION 3 - AUTOMATIC tATA PROCESSING 

R~gog:g.l,,zing the rapid advances in auto:~,atic data processing and the rapid 

de•.-el0pr1ents in the field of co::;-tputer technology, 

Qgn§i.:l.§rin_e the value of the application of these technical aids in geographical 

nar:es for various purposes, for listing of geographical nar~es to get a continuously 

up··~.o-:iate file of approved nanes, f0r special kinds of names, or f0r retrieving 

nccw 3 according to special categories or other denands, 

f:lj;lJ)dlE that it is desirable for the problen of geographical naTies to be properly 

taken into account in the design of electronic equipr1ent and in systens for its use, 

Re9.2J1:nends that all JVIerr:ber States already engaged in prograr:u-:1es of autonatic 

dc-,'.a processing or which have been involved in discussions on auto:r~atic naae data 

processint~ be requested to exchange inforr1ation, for which purpose it would be useful 

to sulx'Ci t the reports in the official languages of the United Nations, 

f.ll,;:jjl§_I.:.~?!Ele..Qg.2. that nane3 specialists establish and maintain working channels 

of ccrli'lunications with the equipcJent designers, and that the results of such 

cor:::T'-:.-unications be circulated pronptly to the na:r1es authorities in the .lvienber States, 

B?_q1~ests that the United Nations serve as a docunentation centre where 

:inj~o~:~Ja·Glon an•j o.ocur1ents with regarr1 to auton:tatic data processing can be c0llected 

a:.>d 6-ts-L.l·ibuted, 

f.ll-.!'tJl.E?..r_regue_§ts_ that the United Nations help to develop international standards 

in :r::;~:_ation to g e0graphical coding structures and procedural guidelines. 
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l}ESO_;LU'i'ION l_::__NJ"TWNAL S_'I'A~'!_PARDIZATION 

The Conference, 

Ji.e£9F.D:izing thct the national. ::>tandar·dization of t;eographical names provides 

e::o c.'Jmic an-:~ r··act:'.co:L "bonefi +.s to individual na b.ons, 

E~tb£r...1:~2.C?E.I!c:Lzj._p_r;: i:.hd nn.tio:"lal standadization of geoe;raphical nanes by all 

nat;_ons is a:r Gf'sen·L.ial p·r0lii'linary to international st'lndardization, 

Regpest::;_ ·l~hat the folJo·.ring recotmende:.tion.3 em the national standardization of 

gec;n·aphica}_ nar:1es be re\:im<I8d by the pro;:er United Nations authorities, 

{ur-~hnr __ _;~:;ou~st;,_ tts Soc:i.''ta~2J-General t0 submit these recommendations for 

cc,nsidero.tion by tho 2c'J;1nnic and Social C0uncil} 

'Q:r.:ies that these recoiC'Iuewlations be conveyed to all Member States and 

interested international organizatirms for favourable c0nsideration. 
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RECOMMENDATION A 

National Ear1es Authority 

It is recoFnended that as a first step in internatirmal standardization of 

geographical nanes, each ccmntry shoulcl have a national geographical names 

authority; 

(a) consisting of a continuing body, or co-ordinatec group of bodies, 

having clearly stated authority and instructions for the 

standardization of t~engraphica1 naJlles and the detemination of names 

standarclizati:-m )olicy 1N"ithin the country; 

(b) having such status, conrositi·::m) function anc ;1rocer.ures as will 

(i) be consistent with the governnental structure of the country; 

(ii) zive the greatest chance of success in the national name 

standardization prograrn:1e; 

(iii) as a;:'propriate, provide within its franework for the establishJrlent 

of regional 0r l;cal C0Irnittees acc0rdint; to area 0r language; 

(iv) provide f0r crmsiderati0n of the effects 0f its actions on 

g0verm1ent agencies, private organizations anc' ')ther groups 

and for the reconciliation of these interests; as far as possible, 

with the J.ong range interests rn t.he c·:::>untry as a wrwle; 

(v) make full use of the services of surveyors, cartographers, 

geographers, linguists and any ·')ther experts whn may help the 

authority to carry out its operations efficiently; 

(vi) pernit record keeping and publication procedures that will 

f::;cili tate the prompt and wic'le rlistribution of information ~m 

its stanc1ardi zc~~ narr,es, b0th natLmally and internationally. 

It is reccmmencled that those cr)untries which have not yet begun to exercise their 

prerogative of standardizing their geographical nanes on a national basis, now 

proceed to do so. 

It is further rec'liilllenc;ec1 that the appropriate United Nations Office be kept 

infoTJ!led by each national nanes authority of its conposition and functions, and of 

the address of its Secretary. 
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RFCOI·IJViEIJD:~TIOI'c B 

C:)llectior. ::>f Geo;e:rarhical NaHes 

For each geogrAphical name 'tlhich is to be standardized 7 it is recommended that: 

(a) there be as co~plete a fiel~ and office research as ~ertinent to 

provice informRtion on the foll.')win;;; points: 

(i) written and spoken fom of the name anc"l its meaning 

accordin~ to local inhabitants; 

(ii) s-pelling in cadas-cral rbc®ents and land registers; 

( . . . ) 11 . " d 1 ' " . t' ' . .._ . 1 lll sDe_ lng on nocern an, o c maps cmc lL 0 Jl8r rns u'lrlca scmrces; 

(iv) spelling in census reports, gazetteers and Jther relevant 

clocUI:'.ents 0f value; 

(v) spelling used by other local airrlinistrative and teehnical services; 

(b) the local sp:Jken form of the name be recorded 0n tape and 1-rri tten in the 

phonetic notation approved by the national names authority; 

(c) the character, extent and position :Jf the featu.rE nar1ecl, be Jet8rmined 

and recorded as accurately ns possible and thdt the meaning of the generic 

terrns l0cally used be clearly de.L'ined. (In this regarj it should be 

n0ted that air phntographs can orovide useful su:;;->le!'}entary information.) 

(d) If p0ssible, at least two l0cal indepenc~ent sources be consul ted for each 

enquiry. 

It is further recommended that personnel responsible f0r the collection of names 

should have training adequate t0 recognize and deal with the linguistic problems 

(phonetic system, grammatical structure ancl ':lrthography), ge:Jsre.phic phenomena and 

terminology that they are likely to encounter. 
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RECOM1ENDATION C 

Office Treatment of Geagraphical Narrles 

It is recnP11'1Emr1Ari thAt each namt=os authority formulate, adopt and define the 

guiding principles and practices that it will normally apply in the course of 

operation. 

These principles and practices should cover: 

(a) For~al procedures to be followed in the submission to the authority of 

proposals for new names or changes in names. 

(b) Factors that the auth~rity will take into account when considering 

name pr0posals, e.g. 

(1) current usage; 

(2) historical background; 

(3) treatnent in multilingual areas and in unwritten languages; 

(4) the extent to which hybrid names should be avoided; 

( 5) av0idanc e 0f repetition 'Jf names; 

(6) avoidance of more than one name for one feature; 

(7) clarification 0f precise extent of application of each individual 

geographical nenc including clarification in naming of the whole 

and the parts 0f major features; 

(8) elimination of objectionable namus. 

(c) Rules ,.._,f writing names applied by the authority. 

(d) Procedures whereby all interested parties may express tbeir views on a 

name proposal prior to decision by the authority. 

(e) F·ormal procedures f<Jr promulgation of the authori ty 1 s decisions and for 

ensuring that standardized names shall appear on the national maps. 

In the elaboration of these principles it is recommended that: 

1. unnecessary changing of names be avoided; 

2. the spelling of geographical names be as much as possible in accordance 

with the current orthographic practice of the country concerned, with due 

regard to dialect forms; 

J. systematic treatment of names should not operate to suppress significant 

elements; 
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case); 

5. in f,ll C01l!1tri8S in \·!hr:se lo.nr:;LJ.8.-7C.S the r1r:;£'::1.nit'3 eyt,je]c~ r~rn i~rte:r' id:-

geogra:)l1ical nar:1es, thE: ne. ~i-~nHl :::1;3.:~1es .·Jtl'tll~)ri ty :Jn )-:lJ_ .. , ;J.:;t-.~rL~inE.~ 1_~L1ch 

na!'les contain th8 defini tt": a:cticl c mll 1 ;, r~E;r,r1;:_-r:'i.z:~, thu~ · c:.::•!r-iin,;ly. 

F·)r lnnguC!ges in Hi'd.ch O"'th -:'l:fir~'~tf" ;_:->'!. ; r• .-.1'''- \- ·: 'i : ~ <~ J. :·· l.- ..... ) ~" _]_j_ ,vi ;~ 

c:arr1cS, it is rcC.)nl'lenrJ(;.:C that st,J.n:lc=crr~L~' t-1. c.. 1'-- "',"V'! ,--.., r-. \::.. ' t • L!~·- ~.,hc;r 

f0rr-1; 

6. all c0untries s:Jt u;J stanrl.e.rds f'Jr th<:; u,=;c 'Jl rJ1:,-hr._TL:.+,ir>r~:3 )l .. L~::- .:S," 

in their ;~e-Jgraphical nmnos; 

7. a systeu be duvised in each C•)untry f•r th(, tr_·n_i.~ ,eY·d. .,,~ c 'Y'nf~"!Ln--1 'Ytn.:.3 _ 

It is furthe:c rec"'IT'nenc:led that the nanes omtJYlri i:.y 1). 'r:• ''Jcoqu,:tf• :-cu~)J.i:::i T,r' 

these principles and practices. 
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RECOJVlJVIENDATIOP D 

Hul tilin;~rual Areas 

It is recon_r:1encled that, in countries in ~<Jhich there exist nore than one 

language, the national authnrity as appr~priate; 

(a) determine the geogra:::>hical nanes in e;ach of tho 0fficial languages, 

and. other languages as apprnpriato; 

(b) give a clear inf,ication af equality nr precedence Jf 0fficially 

acknowled5ed na:nes; 

(c) publish these :-Jfficially acknowledged nanes in naps ancl e:;azetteers. 
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RECO:tvil'liEND.ATJON E 

National Gazetteers 

It is reco!lli'lended that each na:me;s <:mth:)ri ty pr·xluce, anrl C'lntinually revise, 

appropriate gazetteers 0f all its standarcized ge0gra~hical names. 

It is further reconnended th.::t each gazottoer, in additi:m to the standardized 

names, include as a rn.ini:mur:J., such inf<Jraatinn as is necessary f0r the prrrper 

location and identification of the; named features. 

In particular, it is rec·)rrr:1ended that the f'JlLrwing be included: 

(a) The kind of feature t0 which the nane appliea; 

(b) Precise description of the locati0n and the extent, incluctint a point 

position reference if possible, of each named feature; 

(c) Provision for the parts 0f natural features to be actditionally defined 

by reference to the wh0le and f0r the names .-,f extended features to be 

defined as necessary by reference t0 their constituent parts; 

(d) Such information on administrative <>r ret;i::mal 2reas as is crmsidered 

necessary and, if possible, reference to a map "r cl:lnr-t within which the 

features lie; 

(e) If there is more than 0ne officially standardized nm,1e f0r a feature, 

then all should be given, and also provision he Made tn cross-reforence 

names previously used for the same feature. 

1~en national authorities determine it possible, b0th technically and econ<Jmically, 

they may include such information 0n geographical naoes as gen0er, nw~ber, definite 

and indefinite forrn.s, position 'Jf stress, tone an_d pronw~ciati•;n in tl1e s~ysteru 'Jf· 

the International Phonetic Association anc1 such other linguistic infnrnatirm as may 

lead to the better understanding and use of names b·)th nati0nally anc. internati<Jnally. 

 

 




