
United Nations 

CONFERENCE 
ON 

TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT 

Nations Unies· 

CONFERENCE 
DU 

.COMMERCE lii DE L'EMPLOI 

SIXTH COMMITTEE: ORGANIZATION 

ARTICLE 87 

UBREBmiCTID 

E/CONF.2/C.6/16 
12 Decemoer 1947 

ORIGlliAL: ENGLISH 

(STATUS OF THE ORGANIZATION !If THE TERRrrORY OF MEMBERS J 

Note b.f the Secretariat 

1. The President has received the following letter from the Secretary

General of the United Nations: 

"Sir 
' 

"During its first session the United Nations Genera..l Asaembl;r 

recommended the unification and co .. ordination, as .far as possible, of 

the privileges and immunities enJoyed qy the United Nations and the 

various specialized aeencies. 

"During its second session, the General Assembl;r adopted three 

resolutions designed to put into effect the principle it had previously 
approved. 

"The first of the three resolutions approves the text of a 

convention on the privileges and immunities of the specialized agencies 

and recommends accession to it qy all Members of the United Nations and 

by any other State which is a member of a specia.lited agency. The 

convention has nine annexes design~d to adapt the text of the standard 

clauses of the convention to each.of the nine specialized agencies at 

present related to the United Nations. The advantages of thia convention 

are not, however, restricted to theso organizations onlyj they extend to 

a.ny other agency brought into relationship with the United Nations in 

accordance 1-Tith Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter. 

"In these circumstances it is likely that the International Trade 

Organization will be taking advantage of this convention in the near 

future. 

· 
11 0ne of the difficulties encountered by the General Assembly in the 

,course of its ~ork for the unification of the privileges and immunities -~ the specialized agencies ley- in the fact that various agencies alreaey 

ha~, in their basic instruments, provisions dealing with their privileges 

' - R. ~,·~~~~~ich vTere frequently dissimilar. To avoid the recurrence 1!. .._. !!; 1 v !!. u 
of such a diffic ty in the case of new specialized agencies and in view 

· 
10t! th~ t~@; that here is now a general. convention applicable to all the 

;_' '!>.. • T ·~ ·: . ~.!. '· ..,. '" '"" :'3· 1 J specialized ,,. ' 
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specialized agencies, the General Asaemblr decided, in a second 

resolution, to recommend such new agencies to ensure that their basic 

instrumsnta contain no detailed provisions regarding their privileges 

and immunities, The Assembly also recommended any international 

conference considering the creation of a specialized agency to pre~1e 

a draft annex supplementirlg the general convention with regard to 

that agency. 

"To.this end, the Secretary-General has been expressly instructed 

to transmit a coP,y of the second resolution to ~ international 

co:n.ference dealing with such a ·problem. I therefore have the honour 

to attach to this letter copies of the French and English text of 

the resolution in question~ 

'
1The Third resolution includes a recommendation to Members o:f the 

United Nations inviting them, pending their formal accession to the 

convention, 'to grant the specializ-ed agencies, as far as possible, the 

advantages of the privileges and ~ties provided for in the 

convention. 

"A comprehensive report on the three resolutions referred to above 

was submitted to ,the General Assembly by the ·sixth Committee. This 

report, which includes a number of comments and specifies the procedure 

by which the convention on the privileges and :i..mmunities of the· 

specialized-agencies shall come into force, should help to simplify 

· the work of the conference on this question. For your ·information 

and necessary aetion, I·ehclose thirty copies of the report in F~onch 
and l!hgliah·,. 

11In conclusion, I would assure you that ·the Privileges and 

Immunities Division of the Legal Department of the Secretariat is at 

· --your disposal to provide azzy- ftirther info~ation you may c'onsider 

necessary ll'ege.rding these three resolutions and their :i.mplementation. 

'"I -have.the honour to be, etc.,· 

(sgd) Trygve Lie 
·secretary-General 11 

2. Of' the three resolutions referred to in the letter quoted above, it 

seems .necessary, .fQr the :{?tlrpOses of this. Conference, to reproduce for the 

infor.ma.tion of _delegations merely that one which_ aims at co-ordinating the 

privi~egea anq. ilml:lunitiea of the specialized agencies. TJ?.~s has alr.eaey. been 

done (see pege 15 of the Annotated Agenda- document E/CONF.2/C.6/12). 

3... fh~ text of the Gen~ -Convention on--Pr-ivileges and Xmmunities ie as 
follows.: 

/CONVENTION ON THE 



COJ.Il'Vl!BriON ON THE PRIVILmi!S AND !.MMtmiTUS 

OF TliE SP:OOIALIZED AGENCIES 

·' 
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WHEREAS the General Assembly of the United Nations ~do:pted on 

13 February 1946 a resolution contemplating the unification as far as 

possible of t}:};e :privileges and immunities enJoyed by the United nations 

and by the various Specialized Agencies; and 

WHEREAS consultations concerning the implementation of the aforesaid 

resolution have taken place between the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies; . 

CONSEQ~~ b,y a resolution adopted on (insert date on which 

resolution No. I is approved) the General Assembly has approved the followins 

Convention, which is submitted to the Specialized Agencies for acceptance 

and to every Member of the Uhited. Nations and to every other State Member 

of one or more of the Specialized f~encies for accession. 

Section l 

IIR!ICL:E I 

DEH'IRITlONS AND SCOPE 

In this Convention: 

(i) The words 11standard clauaes" refer to the provisions of 

Articles II to IX. 

( ii) The words nspecialized Agencies" mean: 

(a) The International Labour Organization; 

(b) The Food and .A@'ioulture Organization of the United Nations; 

(c) The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization; 

(d) The International Civil Aviation Organization; 

(e) The International Monetary Fu...J.d; 

(f) The International Bank for Reconstruction and Devolopment; 

(g) The Horld Health Organization; 

(h) The Uhiversal Postal Union; 

(i) The International Telecommunications Union; and 

(j) any other l\gency in relationship with the United Nations in 

accordance with Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter. 

(iii) The vTOrd "convention" means, in relation to 8l\Y particular 

specialized agency, the standard clauses as modified b,y the final 

(or revised) text of the annex transmitted b.Y that Agency in 

accordance with Sections 38 and 40. 

( ) n t d t 11 iv For the purpose of Article III, the -v1ords proper y an asse s 

shall also include property and funds administered by a Specialized 

Agency in furtherance of ita constitutional functions. 
j(v) For the 
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. . 
(v) For the .purpoae of Articles V and VII~· the ·expression 

"representatives of members" shaJ.l oo deemed to 1nc.lude al.l 

delegates, alternates, advisers, technical eiperta ana eeotetariea 

of delegations,' 

· (vi) In Sectiona 13, 14, 15 and 25, · the :eXJ;ll'esaion 1'meet:lngs: conv~ned 

by a Special.ized 1'"'8ency" meBJ:la meetings o:f' (1) its -Aseem~ly and of 

ita executive bod3r (however designated), &'ld. (2) of arq commission 

provided for in its constitution, (3) of aqr international 

conference convened by 1 t, and ( 4) of aqr committee of aey of 

those bodies, -

(vii) The terms "Exec~tive head" mearis the principal executive official 

of the Specialized f~ency in question, whether designated 

"Director-General" or otherwise. · 

Section 2 

Each State party to this Convention in respect of ~ Specialized 

Agency, to which this Convention has become applicable in accordance with 

Section 37 shall accord to, or in connection with, that Agency the privileges 

and immunities set forth in the standard clauses on the conditions specified 

therein, s~pject to ~ modification of those clauses contained in the 

provisions of the final (or revised) annex relat1ng to that Ageney and 

transmitted in accordance with Section 36 or 38. 

Section 3 

ARTICLE II 

J1JRIDICAL PERSONALITY 

The Specialized Agencies shall possess juridical' :personality. They 

shall have the capacity (a) to contract, (b) to acquire and dispose of 

immovable and moveable property, (c) to institute leg!U :proceedings. 

Section 4 

ARTICLE III 

PROPERTY, FUNDS liND ASS]11'S ; 

The Speciaiized agencies, their :property and assets vhere'ver located 

and by :'lvhomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal process 

except insofar as in f:JJ:W particular case they have expresslywa:tved their 

immunity • It is, hoivever, understood that no waiver of iirmimi ty shall extend 

to aDlf measure of execution. 

Section2, 

The premises of the specialized agencies shall be inviolable~- The 

property and ass.ets of the specialized agenCies,· wherever located· and· by · 

iihomsoever held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, 

expropriation and any other form of interference, 't>rhether by executive, 

administrative, j4diciel or legislati~e action. 

/Section 6 

I :t 1 1 1 
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8Get1on,6 

The archives of the spe-cialized. aeencies, &»4 in genereJ. all documents 

beloneing to them or held b;y them, sh&ll be im:iolable wherever located. 

,?action 1 
Without being restricted by :f'i.MnOis.l ~a, regulations or 

moratoria of any kind: 

(a.) the specialized agencies l!lt5\Y· hold funds, gold or currency of 

~ kind and operate aceOQllta in a:tJ3' ~; 

(b) the specialized agencies ahaJ.l·oo :free to trsnafer their funds, 

gold or currency from ono country to another or v1 thin a:qy- country 

and to convert l3J.V' currency held by them into a.cy- other currency. 

Section 8 

Fach specialized agency shall, 1n exercisiD,g ita rights under Section 7 
above, Pl'11 due regard to a..u;y representations made by the Government of e;nv 

State party to this Convention insofar aa"it is considered that effect Call 

be given to such reprea&ntationa without detriment to interests of the sgenc,r. 
Seqtion,2_ 

be: 

The special.ized agencies, their assets,. :f.l:lCO,me and other property shall 

(a.) ~mpt i":rom all diroet ta:&:ee; 1 t i a 1llllieratood, however, that the 

epeciaJ.ized agencies 'Will not claim. exemption from taxes which are 1 in 

fact~ no more than chargee for public utility sal"'Vices; 

(b) exempt from customs duties and prohibitions and restrictions 

on im;ports 8.Dd exports in respect of articl.t3a imported or exported 

by the specialized agencies for their of'fic.ial use; it is understood, 

howe~r, that articles imported under such 6 :smption will not be sold 

in tho country into vh1ch they were imported except under conditione 

agreed With the Goverm.ent ot tbll.t countr,y; 

(c) exempt f.rom cuatome duties and prohibitionS and restrictions on 

iln:ports &nd eX];lorts in respect of their publications. 

~ion 10 

While the specialized e.genc1ea vill not, as a general rule 1 claim 

exemption from excise duties and tram ta:x.es en the sale of movable and 

1mmoTable property which form part of the price to be paid, nevertheless 

when the s~ecialized agencies are makiDB important purchases tor official 

use ot property on which such taxes have been~ or are chargeable, 

States pel'ties to this convention will, Whenever possible 1 make a.ppropJ.·iate 

a.d:miniatre..tive arr8.'Dgamants for the rern1aa1on or return of the a:mount of 

duty or tax. 
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' '. 

liRTICLE rf 

FAC!LlTlES. IN !UEP.EC~\ at . .ooMMOm-CATIONS 
• > ,, ' ~· _,: l • ~ • - -- '- '. . . 4' <r •' ~ • • 

Section 11 .. ;· . , 

Each specialized agency shall e~ioy, 1n the territory of each :Ptate 

]?8:r'ty to ~th1~t:.~l'lt1,on in'.l"e~ot-~.:~t' ~en-ey}'for"i~s .. .t,rM~i~l 
communications treatment not lees favourable than that-~ S,ceo:vded by the 

Government of _such. _Stat~ to any. other Government including i ~a diplomatic 

mission in the.matter of priqrities,>ratea and taxes on Ill.aile, 'cab-les·,_ 

telegrams, radiograms,_teley:photos,_ t~lephone and other .communications,- and 

press rates for info~tion to the press and radio. ' 
Section 12 

No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence and_ 

other official c~~cations of the specialized agencies. 
- .. " -·~ ... 

'!'he spec:).a.lized agencies shall have -the right to use codes and to 
; . . 

despatch and receive correspondence b,y courier or in sealed bags, which shall 
t ,- .-. 

have,_.the same :l:nmlunitJee and privileges as diplomatic _couriers and bags. 

Nothing in this Section shall be construed to preclude the adoption 

of appropriate security.precau-t;,:J,.ons to be deternJ.ined by agreement between 

a State party to this Convention and a specialized agency • 

.ARTICLE:V. 

THE REPRES:EmATIVE,fl OF MEMt3..ERS 

Section 13 
Repres.en·~atiy~a of. Member£!. at mee~ings convened by a spec-ialized agency

shall, ifhile exercising their functions and during their· journeys to and 

from the place of. meeting, enjoy the following pri"Vilt;lges and i!::mll.ulit:tes: 

(a) :l.II:munity from personal arrest or dotention and from seizure ·of 

their personal b~ga.ge., and 1n ~aspect of words spoken or m'i tten and 

all acta done by them in their official capaci~y, tmmunity from legal 

process of every kind; 

(b) inviolability for all papers and documents~ ,, 

(c) the right to use codes and to receive papers or correspondence b.Y 
courier or in oe~ed bags; 

(d) . exemption in respect of themselves, and their spouses from 

immigration rest:r.ic.tions, alien,a t registration or national service . -~ . 

~bligations in the State :they are visiting.or through whi~h they· are 

passing in the exercise of their functions; 

(e) . the ~a.me fac;l·it-ies in respect o'f c~rency .or excha.J:l8e restrictions 

as are accorded to repr~sentatives of forei£n governments. or temporat,Y 
'<. ' ' • 

official missions; 

(f) tho same immunities and facilities in respect of their pernonal 

baggage as arc accorded to members of comparable ranlc of diplomatic 
lllieaions. 

/Section 14 
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In order to secure for the representatives of Members of the specialized 

agencies at meetings convened by them complete freedom of speech and 

independence in the discharge of their duties, and immunity from legal process 

in respect of words spoken or written and all acts done b,y them in discharging 

their duties shall continue to be accorded, notwithstanding that the persons 

concerned are no longer engaged in the discharge of such duties. 

Section 1~ 

Where the incidence of flD3' f·orm of taxation depends upon residence, 

periods during which the representatives of Members of the specialized 

agencies at meetings convened b.y them are present in a State for the 

discharge of their duties shall not be considered as periods of residence. 

Section 16 

Privileges and Immtmities are accorded to the representatives of Members, 

not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves, but in order to 

safeguard the independent exercise of their functions in connection rdth the 

specialized agencies. Consequently, a Member not only has the right but is 

under a duty to "'vaive the immunity of its representatives in aey case where, 

in the opinion of the :VJ.ember, the irrmluni ty rrould impede the course of 

justice, &ld it can be waived 'vithout prejudice to the purpose for vrhich the 

immunity is accorded. 

Section 17 

The provisions of Sections 13, 14 and 15 are n~t applicable in relation 

to the authorities of a State of vrhich the person is a national or of vThich 

he is or has been a representative. 

Section 18 

ARTICLE VI 

OFFICIALS 

Each specialized agency will specify the categories of officials to 

which the provisions of this Article and of ll.rticle VIII shall apply. It 

shall communicate them to the Governments of all states parties to this 

Convention in rospect of that agency and to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. The names of the officials included in these categories 

shall from time to time be made known to the above-mentioned governments. 

~ection 12 
Officials of the specialized agencies shall: 

(a) be imm.Une from legal process in respect of words spoken or '·ll'i tten 

and all acts performed b,y them in their official capacity; 

(b) enjoy the s~e exemptions from taxation in respect of the salaries 

and emoluments paid to them by the specialized agency and on the same 

conditions as is enjoyed b,y officials of the United Nations; 

/(c) be immune 
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(c) be. immune, together with their spouses and relatives depenient 

on thelll, from immigration. restrictions and. alien registrationi · 

(d) be accorded the same privile·gea in respect of e:xcha;nge ·facilities 

a~ are accorded to officialS· of comparable rank of· diplomatic missions; 

(e) be given, together with tlieir spouses and relatives dependent on 

them, the same repatriation facilities in ti.Dle of international crises 

as officials of comparable rank of diplomatic missions; 

(f) have the right to import free of duty their furniture and effects 

at the time of first taking up their post in the country 'in question. 
Section 20· 

The officials of the specialized agencies shall be exempt from 

national service obligations, provided. that, in relations to the State of 

vrhich they are nationals, such exemption shall be confined to officials ·of 

the specialized agencies whose names have, by reason of their duties, been 

placed upon a list compiled by the Executive head of the specialized agency 

and approved b,y the State concerned. 

ShouJ.d other officials of specialized agencies be called up for national 

aerv1ce 1 ·the State concerned shall, at the request of the specialized 

agency concerned, grant such temporary deferments in the call-up of such 

officials as mey be necessary to avoid interruption in the continuation of 

essential work. 

Section 21 

In addition to the immunities and privileges specified in Sections 19 
and 20, the Executive·head of each specialized agency including a:nfr official 

acting on his behalf during his absence from duty shall be accorded in·respeci 

of himself, his spouse and minor children, the p~ivileges and immunities, 

exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys, in accordance with 

international law. 

Section 22 

Privileges and immunities are granted to officials in the interests of 

the specialized agencies only and not .for the persona~ benefit of the 

individuals themselves. Each specialized agency shall have the right and 

the du~ to waive the immUnity of aqy official in ~ case where, in its 

opinion, the il!ll'IUnity would impede the coUl"se of justice and can be waived 

without preJudice to the interests of the specialized agency. 
Section 23 

Each specialized agency shall·co-operate at all times with the 

appropriate authorities of Members-to facilitate·theproper administration 

of justice, aecure the obaervanee of police rogulationa and :prevent the 

occurrence of aQy abuses in connection with the privileges, immunities ~~d 

facilities mentioned. in this Article.· · 

/Section 24 
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If a:t.ly State party to this Convention considers that there has been 

an abuse of a privilege or 1mmun1v.r conferred by this Convention, 

consultations shall be held between that State and the Specialized Agency 

concerned to determine whether aDy such abuse has occurred and, if so, to 

attempt to ensure that no repetition occurs. If such consultations fail 

to achieve a result aatiafact017 to the State and the Specialized f~ency 

concerned, t~e question whether an abuse of a privilege or ~ity has 

occurred shall be submitted to the International Court of Justice in 

accordance with Section 32. If the International Court of Justice find 

that such an abuse h.as occurred, the State party to this Convention 

affected qy such abuse shall have the right after notification to the 

Specialized Age'!ley 1n question to withhold from, or in connection vrith, 

the Specialized Agency concerned the benefits of the privilege or :llmnunity 
so abused. 

Sep,t,ion 2~ 

ARTICLE VII 

LIMITATIOll'S OF RIGHTS OF RESIDENCE 

1, Representa.tivea of Members at meetings convened by specialized 

agencies, while exercising their functions and during their Journeys to and 

from the place of meeting, and officials within the meaning of Section 18 
shall not be required b,y the territorial authorities to leave the country 

in which they are performing their functions on account of aqy activities 

b.y them in their official capacity. In the caae 1 however, of the abuse of 

privileges of residence by r:;;rq such :person coll!Ilitted by activities in that 

country outside his official functions, he may be required to leave b,y the 

Government of that country provided that: 

2. (I) A representative of a member or a person who is entitled to 

diplomatic immunity under Section 21 shall not be required to leave 

the countl:'"<J otherwise than in accorda.'lce with the diplomatic procedure 

applicable to diplomatic envoys accredited to that country. 

{II) In the case of an official to whom Section 21 is not applicable 

no order to leave the country shall be issued other than with the 

approval of the Foreign Minister of the country in question and such 

approval shall only be given after consultation with the executive 

head of the specialized agency concerned; and if expulsion proceedings 

are taken against an official, the executive head of the agency shall 

have the right to appear :In such proceedings on behal.f of the person 

against vhom they are inati tuted. 
I JJ?.TICI;E VIII 
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Section 26 

ARTICLE VIII 

LAISSEZ·PASSm 

Officials of the specialized ager..c1ea aha.ll be entitled to use the 

United Nations laissez-passer in conformity with administrative arrangements 

to be concluded between the Secretary-General of the united Nations and 

the com:petent authorities of the specialized agencies to which agencies 

special ~er to issue laissez-passer ~ be delegated. · The Secretary-General 

of the United Nations shall. notify each state party to this convention of 

each administrative arrangemant so concluded. 
Section 27 

States parties to this Convention shall recognize and accept the 

United Nations laissez-passer issued to officials of the specialized agencies 

as valid travel documents. 

Section 28 

Applications for visas, where required, from officials of specialized 

agencies holding United Nations laieaez-pasaer, when accompanied b,y a 

certificate that they are travelling on the business of a specialized agency 

shall be dealt with as speed~ as possible. In addition, such persons 

shall be granted facilities for epeed,y travel. 

Section 2,2 

Similar facilities to those specified in Section 28 shall be accorded 

to experts and other persons who, though not the holders of the United Nations 

laissez-passer, havo a certificate that they are travelling on the·business 

of a specialized agenc,r. 

Sec,tion 30 
The Executive heads, Assistant Executive heads, heads of departments 

and other officials of ~ rank not lo~er than head of Department of the 

specialized agencies travelling on United Nations laissez-passer on the 

business of the specialized agencies shall be granted t~e same facilities 

for travel as are accorded to officials df co~able rank in diplomatic 
missions. 

/AATICLE IX 
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Each a:pecialized a.genc~ ahal.l ma...'te provision for ap:t;rropriate oodes of 
settlement of': 

(a) c.is:putes a"!:'ising out of contra.ets or other disputes of private 

character to which the specialized agency is a party; 
{b) oisputf's inwlvlng any official of a specialized ae:,ency tlbo by 

reason of his official position enjo~~ immunity, if inm~n!ty bas not 

been '\>m.i ved in accordance w1 th the p:qov.tsions of Sect:ton 22. 

Sec:t:icm ~2 ...... ._...._._.__..,-¥.';;;. 

All differences arising out of the interpretation or application of 

the pr8aent Convention .ehall be rei'erred to the International Court of Justice, 

unless in any case it is agreed by the parties to have recot~se to another 

mode of settlement. If a difference arises between one of the speci<.lized 

agencies on ·cne cne ha.n6., and a NenJ.be!' on the other hand, a requeet shall 

be made for an advlsory opinion on any legal question involved in accorda.."'lce 

w1 th Article 96 of tbe Charter and Ar-ticle 65 of the Statute of the Court 

and the rele'7ant provisions of the agreements concluded between the 

United Nations and the e?ecialized agency conce1~ed. The opinion given by 

the Court shall be accepted as decid V6 by the parties. 

A'RTICLE X 

Section ~~ 

In th.eir a1Jpli.cat1on to each cpecia.lized agency, the standard clauses 

shall operate subject to any modifications set forth in the final (cr revised) 

te:x:.t of the annex relating to that Agency, as provided in Sections 36 and 38. 

~J?.:~l..J.!t 
~1e provisions of tile Convept1on in relations to any specialized agency 

must be interpreted in tbe light of the functions "to.'ith which that at,;oncy is 

entrusted by its constitutional 1nstl"LlD1"3llts. 

Section ~2 

Dl:aft annexes 1 to 9 are l'eCOl!lm3Dd.ed to the specialized agencies named 

therein. In the case of any specia.lized agency not mentioned by name in 

Section 1 1 the Secreta:.:'y·General or..a..ll tranBmit to the agency a draft 

e.:nne::c reconmu:.mded ly the Econo.'1lic and Social Council. 

Section 36 

The final text of eo.ch annex shall be that aprroved by the specialized 

agency 1n question in accordance with its constitutional proce~lure. A copy 

of the annex as ~pproved by each specialized agency shall be trans~ttted by 

the agency in question to the Secl•etar;y...Q.eneral of the United Nations and 

/shall thereupon 
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shaJ.l thereupon replace the draft ref~rred to in Section 35 . 

.§!ction. 31 
The present Convention becomes applicable to each apecialized agency 

when it has transmitted to the Secreta;ey-General of the United Nations the 

final text of the relevant annex and has informed him that it acce:pts the 

stana..ai-d 'clauses, as modified by this anneX and undertakes to give effect 

to Sections 8, 18, 22 1 23, 24, 311 32, 42 and 45 {sub,1ect to a:ny mod.tficaticn 

of Section 32 'Which may be mde in· the final text of the annex, to the extent 

necessary to accord with the consti ttltional instrument of' the agency) and a.ny 

provisions of the annex placing obligations on the agency. 1.'he 

Secreta.ry-GeneraJ. shall communicate to all Members of the United Nations 

and other States members o:f ·the sJ?ecialized agencies certifi.ed copies of 

all annexes transm:l. tted to hirll under this Section and of rev-laed annexes 

transmitted under Section 38 • 

. s,eq,t:ton l§ 
If, after the transmission of a final annex under Section 36, any 

specialized agency approves any e.mendmentFJ thereto in accordance with its 

consti tutiona.l. procedure, a revised annex shall be tra..nsmi tted. by it to 

the Secretary-Gener~. 

s,ec,t~<m ~2 

The provisions of this Convention sh~l·in no way limit or prejudice 

the priVileges a1·1d imnnm1 ties ¥1hich have been or may hereafter be a.cco:rded 

by a:ny State to any specialized agency by reason of the location in the · 

terri tory of trmt State of its headquarters or regional offices. This 

Convention shall not be· deemed to preverJt the conclusion bet·.1een any state 

party, thereto and any Special! z~d Agency of suppl e:t:!lental agrBements 

adjusting the provisions of C1is Convention or extending or curtailing the 

privileges and immunities thereby granted. 

Section 4o 

It is understood that the standard clauses as modified by the final text 

of an annex sent by a specia~ized agency to the Secretary-General under 

Section 36 (or any revise'd annex sent under Section 38) w:i:ll be consistent 

with the· provisions of the constitutional inst:ru:nient t11en in force of· the 

agency in question, and that if any amendment to that instrument .is· 

necessary, for the purpose of :~reJd.ng the constitutional instrument so 

consistent, such amendment will have been brought into force in accordance 

with the · constitutional procedUre of that agency before the final · 

(or revised) annex is transmitted. 

The Convention shall not itself operate so as to abrogate, or derogate 

from, any provisions of the constitutional inst::roum~t of any speci.ali zed 

/agency or any 
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agency or a:ny rights or obligations '\-lhich the ab~ncy may othel"Wiae r.ave or 

acquire. 

Section 41 

ARTICLE XI 

Fn~ l?ROVISIOI'G 

Accession to this Convention by a Member of the Unitec Nations and 

(subject to Section 42) by ru1y state member of a special1zed agency shall 

be effected by deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary

General of the t."'ni ted Nations, which shall take effect on the date of its 

deposit. 

Section 42 -· _.. __ 
A opeciaJ.izod agency shall communicate the text of this Convention 

together wi t.'1 the relevant annexes to those of i te members -vmich are not 

Members of the United Ne.tions anct shall invite them to accede thereto in 

respect of that agency by depositing an instrument of accession to this 

Convention in respect thereof.either with the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations or ~nth the Executive head of the specialized agency. 

§ ... ~c;tion 4~ 
Each State party to this Convention shall indicate in its instrument of 

accession the specialized agency or agencies in respoct of 'tmich it 

undertakes to apply the provisions of this Convention. Each State party 

to this Convention Da¥ by a subsequent written notification to the 

Secretary-General of the Uhited Nations undertake to apply the provisions 

of this Convention to one or more further specialized agencies. This 

notification shall take effect on the date of 1 ts receipt by the Secretary

General. 

Section 44 

n1is Convention shall enter into force for each state party to this 

Convention in respect of a specialized agency when it has becom.e applicable 

to that agency in accorda.nce with Section 37 and. the State party has undertaken 

to apply the provisions of the convention to that agency in accordance with 

Section 43. 
Section 4!:) 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Members 

of the Uhited Nations, as well as all members of the specialized agencies, 

~,d Executive heads of the specialized agencies of the deposit of each 

instrument of accession received under Section 41 and of subsequent 

notifications received under Section 43. The Executive head of a 

specialized agency shall inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

and the members of the agency concerned of the deposit of any instrument 

of accession deposited with him under Section 42. 
/section 46 
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Sectia.D 46 

It is understacd that, 'When an instrument of accession or a subae·quent 

notification is deposited on behalf of any state, this state will be in a 

position under its own law to giv~ effect to the tel~ of this Convention, 

as modifi cd by the fillal texts of any annexes relating to the agenoi ee 

co~red by such acceaclons or notifications. 

Section 41 
1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) and (J) of this Section, 

each State party to tlU s Convention undertakes to apply this Convention 

in respect of each specialized agency covered by its accession or subsequent 

notification, until such time as a revised convention or annex shall have 

become applicable to that agency and the said State shall have accepted the 

revised convention or annex. In the case of a revised annex the acceptance 

of States shall be by a notification addressed to the Secretar,y~eneral of 

the United Na tiona. 

2. Each State party to this Convention, however, which is not or has ceased 

to be a Member of a specialized agency, may address a written notification 

to the Secretary·General of the U:ni ted Nations and the Executive h~ad of 

the agency concerned to the effect that it intends to lri thhold from that 

agency the benefits of this Convention as from a specified date which shall 

not be earlier than three months from the date of receipt of the notification. 

3. Each State party to this Convention may lvithhold the benefit of this 

Convention to any specialized agency vmich ceases to be in relationship ¥lith 

the United Nations. 

4~ The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all sta.tes 

parties to this Convention of any notification transmitted to him under the 

preceding Pa!'S.Braph. 

Section 48 

At the request of one-third of the States parties to this Convention, 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations '\·rill convene a Co:pference 1-r.l.th 

the vie1v of 1 ts revision. 

4. The Annexes to the Convention are as follows: 

ANNEX I 

THE INrERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION 

In their application to tr.e International Labour OrGanization the 

standard clauses shall operate subject to the following provision: 

Article V (other thaD paragraph (c) of Section 13) and Section 25, 

paragraph 2 (1) of Article VII shall extend to the employers and 

workers members of the Governing Body of the Inte:;-national IJabour 

Office; their alternates and advisers; except that a.."'ly >·rai ver of the 

immunity of any such person membel .. under Section 16 shall be by the 

Governing Body. 
/AIJIUX II 
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mE FOOD AND AGRIOULTt.'mE ~.NIZAT!ON OF IJli:'5 UNITED NATIONS 

In their aPlllica.t1on to the Food and Ag!"icul ture Organization of the 

UrJi ted Nations (hereina.:fter called nthe Organization") the standard clauses 

shall operate subject to the followi.ng provisions: 

1. Article V a:Jd Section 25, paragraph 2 (l) of Article VII shall 

extend to tho Chairman of the Council of the Orgru1ization, except 

that any waiver of the imtnuni ty of the CrJAirman under Section 16 
shall be by the Council of the Organization. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming 'H1th1n th9 scope of 

Article VI) serving on committees of, or performing :missions for, 

the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of 

their functions 1 including the time spent on journeys in connection 

'\-Ti th service on such col1D'lli tteea or missions: 

{a) immru1ity from personal arrest or seizure .of their personal 

baggage; 

(b) in respect of words spoken or 't-Tri tten or acta done by them 

in the performance of their official fun~tions 1 inmnmi ty of legal 

process of any other kind, such immunity ~o continue 

notwithstanding that the persona concerned are no longer serving 

on committees of, or employed on missions for the Organization; 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currellCY and exchange 

restrictions and in respect of their personal baggage as arc 

accorded to officials of foreign governments on temporary official 

missions; 

( ii) l?ri vileges and immunities are granted to the experts in the 

interests of the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the 

individuals themselves. The Organization shall have the right and the 

duty to waive the immunity of any expert in any case '!-There in its 

opinion the immunity uould impede the cause of justice, and it can 

be waived without prejudice to the interests of the Organization. 

ANI'TEX: III 

THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the International Civil Aviation Organization 

{hereinafter called nthe Organization") the standard clauses shall operate 

subject to the following provisions: 

1. The privileges, immiD1ities, exemptions and facilities referred 

to in Section 22 of the standard cleuees shall also be accorded to 

the President of the Council of the Organization. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope 

of Article VI) serving on committees of, or performing missions 

/for, the Organi7.etion 
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for, . the Organization shall be accorded the following pr1 vileges 

ru1d immuni ti.es so far as is necessary for the effective exercise 

of their fw1ctions, includir.g the ~ime spent on Journeys in connection 

'tnth service on such committees or missions: 

(a) immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal 

baggage; 

(b) in respect of .wrds spoken or 'tv.d tten or acts done by 

them in the performance of their official functions, immunity 

of legal process of any other kind, such immunity to continue 

notw.t thsta.nding that the persons concerned e.re no longer serving 

on committees of, or employed on missions. for the Organization; 

(c) the same facHi ties in respect of currency and excl;ange 

restrictions and in respect of their personal. baggage as e.re 

accorded to offici.als of fore1en governments _on temporary 

official missions; 

(d) inviolability of their papers and documents relating to 

the \rork on which they are engaged for the Organhat,ion. 

(ii) In connection ~dth (d) of 2 above,. the principle con~~ined 

in the last sentence of Section 12 of the standard clauses shall be 

applicable. 

(iii) Pri vileees and innnuni ties are granted to the experts of the 

Organization in the interests of the Orcanization and.not for the 

personal benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization 

shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert 

in any case where in 1 ts opinion the immunity l~uld impede the course 

of' justice 1 and it ca.n be waived .without prejudice to the interests 

of the Organization. 

Ali:NEC IV 

THE UNITED NATIONS. EDUJATIONllL, SCIENTIFIC AND Ctir..TURAL ORGANIZATION 

In their application to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (hereina±'ter called "the' Organization") the standard 

clauses shall operate subject to the follo-vring provisions: 

1. Article V and Section 25, paragraph 2 (1) of Article VII shall 

extend to the President of the Conference and members of the Executive 

Board of' the Organization, their substitutes and alternates except 

that any waiver of the innnuni ty of any such person of the Executive 

Board under Section 16 shall be by the Executive Board. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming lvithin the scope of 

Article VI) serving on committees of, or performing missions for, the 

Orc;anization shall be e.ccordecl the. following privileges and ir:ununi ties 

/so far as is 
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so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their flmctions, 

including the time spent on journeys in connection vrlth service on 

such committees or missions: 

(a} inmruni·by from persotlfll arreat or seizure of their personal 

baggage; 

(b) in respect of Hords spoken or written or acts done by them 

in the performa.nce of their officiaJ. functions 1 imonmi ty of legal 

Ilrticess of any other kind, such inmruni ty to continuG notwi thstancUng 

th!J.t the persons concerned are no longer serving on committees of 1 

or employed on misoions for the Organ:i.zation; . 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange 

restrictions and in respect of their personal baruage as are 

accorded to off1CiaJ.s of foreign governments on temporary official 

missions; 

(ii} Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the 

Organization in the interests of tne Organization m1d not for the 

personal benefit of the iniiiviouals themselves. The Organization 

shall have the right and duty to waive the immunity of any expert 

in any case ivhere in its opinion the iiPillunity vrould impede the course 

of justice, and it can be vraived .w-ithout prejudice to the intereEts 

of the Organization. 

AI>f£lEX V 

'mE INrERNATIOliAL MONETARY Ft1ND 

In their application to the International Monetary Fund (hereinafter 

called "the Fund."}, the standard clauses shall operate subject· to the 

fellowing provisions: 

1. The following shall be substituted for Section 9: 

(a) · The Fund, its assets 1 property, j.ncome and its opera tiona 

and transactions authorized by its Articles of Agreement, shall 

be immune from all taxation and from 8.11 customs duties. The 

Fund sr..a.ll be immune from prohibitions and restrictions on imports 

and exports in respect of articles imported or exported for its 

official use and in respect of its publications. It is 

understood, however, that the Fund will not claim exemption 

from taxes which are, in·fact, no more than clllrges for public 

utility services, and that articles {other than its publications) 

imported under this exemption vrlll not be sold in the country 

into which they ivere imported except under conditions agreed vri th 

the Government of that country. The Fund shall· also be iiil!llun e 

from the collection or payment of a;ny tax or duty. · 

/(b) rio taxation of 
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(b) No taxation of any kind shall be levied on any obligation 

or secm•ity issued by the Fund, including any dj.viclend or interE:st 

thereon, by whomooever held:, 

(i) which discriminates against such ooligation or 

security solely because of its oriGin; or 

(ii) if the sole jurisdictional basis for such taxation 

is the place or cu..."YTency in 1·Tbich 1 t is issued, made 

payable or paid, or the locatiorl of MY office or 

place of business maintained by the Fund. 

2. Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences 

arising out of the inter}!retation or application ofprivileges and 

inmruni ties which. are derived by the Fund from this Convention aiJd are 

not included in those which it can claim under its Articles or otherwise. 

AJITN.EX VI 

TirE INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRlJ;TION AND DEVELOPMENT 

In their application to the International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (hereinafter called "the Bcmk"), the standard clauses shall 

operate subject to the foliovrtng provisions: 

1. The follovnng shall be substituted for Section 4: 
"Actions may be brought against the Bank only in a court of 

competent jurisdiction in the territories of a member in Which the 

Bank has an office, has appointed an agent for the purpose of 

accepting service or notice of process, or has issued or 

guaranteed securities, No actions shall, however, be brought by 

members or persons acting for or deriving claims from members. 

The rroperty and assets of the Bank shall, wheresoever located 

and by whomsoever held, be immune from all forms of seizure, 

attachment or execution before the delivery of fine~ judgment 

·against the Bank." 

2. The following shall be substituted for Section 9: 
(a) The Bank, its assets, property, income and its operations 

and transactions authorized by its Artlcles of Agreement, shall 

be immune from all taxation aiJd from all Customs duties. The 

Bank shall be immune from prohibitions and restrictions on i~orts 

and exports in respect of articles imported or exported for its 

official use and in respect of its publications. _ It is u...'1derstood, 

however, that the Bank vlill not claim exemption from taxes '\-mich 

are, in fact, no more than charges for public utility services, 

and that articles other than its publications inpo;rted under this 

/exemption will not 
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exemption will :not be sold in the country into which they vrere 

i~rted ex~t unde"r c.ondi tiona agreed w:1. th the Go'Vernment of 

tba t com try. 

The Bank shall also be ill'llT!UDe from the coJ~ection or payment 

of any tax or duty. 

(b) No taxation cf any kind shall be le·vied 011 any obligation 

or security iesued by the Bank (including any dlvident or interest 

thereon} by "rhomsoever held: 

(i) which discriminates against such obligation or 

security solely because it is issued by the Bank; or 

(11) 1f the sole Jurisdictional basis for s~ch taxation is 

the place or currency in which it is issued, made 

peyable or paid, or the location of any _office or place 

of business maintained by the Bank. 

(c) No taxation of any kind shall be levied on any obligt:3:tion or 

security guaranteed by the Bank (including any divldent or interest 

thereon) by ·whomsoever held: 

(i) which discriminates against such obligation or security 

solely because it is guaranteed by the Bank; or 

( i.i) if the sole jurisdictional basis for such taxation is 

the location of any office or place of business 

maintained by the Bank. 

3 • Section 32 of the standard clauses shall only apply to differences 

arising out of the interpretation or ap:plication.of privileges·and 

immunities which are derived by the Bank from this Convention and are 

not included in those vmich it can claim under its Articles or otherYdse. 

ANNE< ·vir 
TirE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

In their a:pplication to the World Health OrGanization (hereinafter 

callC"d "the Organization") the standard clause shall operate subject to 

the follovdng modifications: 

1. Article V and Section 25, paragraph 2 (1) of Article VII shall 

extend to :persons designated to serve on the Executive Board. of the 

Organization, their alternates and advisers, except that any waiver 

of the immunity of any such persons mJder Section 16 shall be by the 
Board. 

2. (i) Experts (other than officials cominG within the scope of 

Article VI) serving on committees of, or performing missions for, 

the Organization shall be accorded the following privileges and 

immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of the:!.r 

functions, including the time spent on journeys in connection inth 

service on such committees or missions: 

/ (a) il:Jrdni ty f:r oru 
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(a) i.llmnxnity from pel"sonal arrest or r;eiz.ure of their :personal 

baggage; 

(b) in respect of' words spoken or written or acts done by them 

in the performance of their official functions, immunity of legal 

process of any other kind, such imuni ty to continue not\>'1. thstanding 

that the persons concerned a~e no longer serving on committees of, 

oremployed on missions for the Organization; 

(c) the same facilities in respect of currency and exchange 

restrictions and in respect of their personal baggage as are 

accorded to officlals of foreign governments on temporary 

official missions; 

(11) hi'Vileges and imrmmi ties a.l,e granted to the experts of 

the Orgai!ization in the interests of the Organization and not for the 

personal. benefit of the individuals themselves. The Organization 

shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert 

in any case where in its opinion the ;immun1 ty irould impede the course 

of justice, and it can be i·Taived vdthr.>ut prejudice to the interest 

of the Organization. 

ANNEX VIII 

TRE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 

The standard clauses shall apply without modification. 

ANNEX IX 

THE INT".EiillATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION 

The standard clauses shall apply V1i thout modification. 




