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i/!·. t,~()I\::'Yi~"V (rntnn .-:Jf C.!'""~viet So~L5.l:i r c R~ru~licA), 8p•~ald.r:g on a point 

of orrl<::!I'' .P·Jint~,:~ nut the>.t the nf':ntral Pe·.:rr::·lrd f.l Covcrnment 'Jf thP People Is 

Repu11Hc of ChiT1 h::r'l ;;t,~tecl th~t it could nr;t l'"'cop;ize the represent-ative of 

He aesoeiated himself w1th that 

representative ~f 

representation of a 8tt','l.0 }r~ the U;l:i.t.~d \'i~.r. L::.rnn,. 

th~ r1.1le:\ of :;;>rt.werlure or til''! fu:.::.ct:lonal C.C'll:tninG:~;'nB cf ·the Econcmic and 

Social Co,..mcil Q 

"''1"' ~"~'•811'!"'~,,.-.rs ,.,,l:ir:rr W'i.A lwh<>l'1 h·'" 9 y i"'G to L. -vitb r; G.'H"t''nt·lon~ ~~~:::.:_ .• : __ ;;_::: ~~ ·~"·-~-· .::..:. .: .:~.;.. :2_ -' ~~-~ .. ~ •. ~.:....::....~_.:,_ ~!~_,;; ---~_:.~ ::-' .::--~~.1-( _ _: .. ~..:.2-.~...:.. .. ~-=--· • 

Er .. Gi.Pl'A CJ.·:'UZ ( c;·l::.lP) er-.id that h0. hr:vl sui'pG::rtecl the Chairman's ruling 

h~cn.unP hr; cor~s:.c.\:?:'<'':; it tr:: 1Y~ f9.1T' [Cnrl in acccn~.fl~rrce ·1-ri th th~ rule g 'Jf p:rrH.,eclure • 

U:c.clcr rulr: 12., t:.L2 apj)O'l:1.t1T:Pnt of mPmbers 0f the runctional Comminaions mnot l'e 

t1r. Mc~~czov (Unicn of Jcvir:-t :Jocir.tllst Rei't~bliea) maintained that it 1m~ 

UYJ.just ani ill:~r,al to ':-;.ecid.l'\ t,h[lt the C'cut.1:nl re·p18 1 s Government of the PP.ople t s 

Vtr. CEE.NG PA~;N/I.N ('Jhinr;.) cl"r>e::.·ve.l that th•J E~unomic and Social Council 

r.t its thirteP.nth ·ness ion hfl.c'.. r~coc;nizcd the r!tr :-. hi A GoY8rnment hac'!. played by 

re-electir:.g it to all the fv.nct:i,)nal Commissior.s of •~h1ch it :r.aC. pre•riously been 

n rr.omber. As the Chilean reprcsrmta.tive had. nair\, to reopen a subject on whic-h 

/the Coun.cil 



the Council ho.ri. tql';:en o. rlecir.ion ,w-J.l"l. be cf)nt:cp,ry to rule 12 of the ru.lco of 

procedure. 

presence in their miiot of the represl"':1tati\"e of 1'1. re~:tme lvhi~b. openl~r flou-f:ed 

human r:!.chts. 

Hrs. MEII'rA (Inc.Un.) explaiM'l that she ha.d. absta.ined. f:..·om votiug on th~ 

Cha.irme.n 1 r:; ruling because sho ha.rl r:ot wir.hed. to cha.llen~;e it,. Neverthelea~) 

the Indian delegation (;arnMtly hoped. that th~ General A3rembly wo11lrl !l~ttle the 

q_u~:::tio:r, of the rep:resent~:.tio:.: of China. on(!e C.lYl for ~tll. Countrieq which had 

recognizee tte Centrcl PcoJ_::l<:)' ll Gcvernl".lent of the I'eoplc:; 1 n Rc:puh} L; of China 

fl"lUP.d it difficult to :;grer:! thf~t ChJ.ns ehould ~w·~ be :l.'epre,=>snted on the various 

orgc.ns of the United Nc.tiot1s ,, 

H.r~ BIRECKI (nola~d) sa.i~,, that. he hal", vcted a.gainwt the Chai:::mant s 

ruling becaus~ it prevented Chinn. tram b~ir.s :repr~~e~:t"d o:: the Commission. It 

was :particu~.arly incor~g!·uous th>lt ~ rcpr~a(mta.tiYe of the Kucmintar..g group ~h~ull 

take pe.l"'t in th~ ·work of the .r;omn;Lr.i(.'\:o ou B\:.rr.:."o~:J. Rights, 

ELECTION CF OFriCERS 

r<!ra, ROOSE\"ELT (\J'nit(,)d States of America) nr;minuted Mr. Valik (Leb('l.non) 

aa Chairman of the Commission. 

AZMI Pey (Egypt) p1·oposed that all the officers of the CorLmieeion shoulcl 

be re .. clectet\ .... 1-'Ir. Mnlik (Lebanon) ae Chai:·r.:a::\ 1 Hr. Cassin (Fra.:.1ce) aA First 

Vice-Chairman, M:ta. Mehta (In.:l.ia) as Secopd. Vice .. Chr.irma.:t R.nc1 Mr. vlhitlam (Auatrall.a) 

as Rap!-orteur ~ 

M.r. SANTA CRUZ (Chile), Mr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet Socinlist Republice), 

1-1:r, NlSOT (Belgium) and. Mr • KYRCU (Gree~e) supported the Egyptian representative 1 s 

propoM.l, 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the Commission, in the name of all it.s 

officers 1 for the freah mark of confidence it h'"d show-n them. He welcomed the 

re~preeen+:.ativee of the new members of the Commins i()n, Belgium and Poland. 

/The peoples 



try not to ~etrcy tho~e hcp~s. 

J.!l v:i e1; of i tr; importa!1ce, it(!Y'l 1? 

r~f the; Econc:L·.ic.: a:r/i fkciel Cc'.E1C n. 

first to do~i~e on the items on 

'I'~.,.A t .per:·.C:.a 1~· .. aJ. -~t:Jcr:-~cr: 1JYJJ~l1.{TI1c-r~., s~¥ .. /, 
--·~-· ....,. ..... ::. --.-.<...-· _..,.... __ "•'··----~--- ~ ...... _,,. ____ ,..._,...~ 

aod Frcncl1 :·e:p::-'csclYtL*'t:r..\-~-3; t1t.rt ;:1.G}~od t.l1at tllc.~ Cc1~·.:nJ.os:Lcn. Lhot~ld becin by 

exr::nin:tw: H·8 a 3 (P . ..;co:m·:e:·~l'lc t :_...,:'\::: c<Jnccrntnr:: :.:rterCJ.<J:::lons.l rccpect for the 

PEOPLLS 
. I ~li'· ~"'" • ~ ;, .... t ~- \..',..• J "/ T , cr:) • .. ,.. ~, .... ' 

/Nr. r:rscT 



Mr. 1'TISOT (13PlfC:i_,_,m) cleclrrc'l that :in :procl8j_m~ng the right of :peoples 

to self-cletermin.'lt-5 on, the Charter hr-d estr-,-bl~shcd 2 :'_l::.~inciple ~rhich WJ.o of 

·ocncnt to all peoples ar,d cir.cl:in? on e.lJ. st~t:es 1-:ithottt e:xce11tton. The 

Commission on Tium·,_n !":ights '<TO'.lld be fo.iUng in itc tnAk if :it me::cely kent on 

repeating, in one 1my or ~.:nether, th::1t people c. had. the ri.:;bt to self

determine.tion, arvl cUd. not :::-tud.y those :yror)le:ns ·.:h5ch, on~G elucidated., rhculd 

me.ke :l_t posslble to transfer the vrhole -pro'hlem frcm the theo'_"etic:al stage to th:::t 

of practjcal application. For it ~:as D. fc,ct th:-,t unlcs8 j_t ~~ere definerl.., the 

principle ITOUl<'l remain a dead letter, an:1 ~3te,tcs 1muJ 1 cont:i.m1.e to interpret it 

to suit their oun purposes I·.Tithout fr-~r 0f re:<II'o:cc:h bc::cmse o:r the c-~bsence of 

establishr;d criteria. 

The first thing to be settle::l was thr:: meaninG o:" the ~•ord "pconles". 

Clearly, only one definition cculd he ryc;ceptecl, nnl no 'ist'inct~_on shoul-' be 

permi tteci on o.ccount of the PO\·:e:r. hRvir\6 ~ovcreir,nt:; ov-er peo:9lee, the 

c ont:lnent \._rhere the;y l: verl_, o:;__~ vhether they -;-rere :1.n :' e;Jen·l_en+. tPrrj_ tories 

or Hi thin the territory of :1 St<:!:'.:.e. 

incorporat8-l in 0. Stn,te. r-'l-ny humr.n CC111.11Un::t:tes l~lrlcb ton<! VAl'€ States 

vouJ/1_ never have kno~m :inilepenl~mce ::If they h-'"'' not been '~l;le l13fritim-:ttely to 

free themselve."1 fJ..•om the bonclrJ unitinG them to a !:td.e vlithin \·:hie h they horl 

constitutecl a mj_norit.y. C cmmon sen.s e in" i c ".te -, , ho~-e~re-r, tlw.t not every crou:!J 

extent to uhich the princtple of the r:isht of peoples to self-d.ete:':"minr-_:t:i_on vraR 

"l.pplicable. They shouLt, 

hm-re""rer, be unjform; the Charte:c applie' equally to all :reo:rles, '•·'rether they 

c: ame frcrc :Gu:col)e, 1\.s: a, Afri c ::., ,\me:>.·:i c a o:" Oc rc _:n:: c:_. 

people 1 s riGht to free self-rleterm:iru~t:i.on be rccogn:i 7ccl... . ll neonles h(-tc1 not 

reacherl.. the sAme sta13e of •evelo:'lmen-t. 

the jn_r_lit;enous :9~oples of !cAi. :· nnd ·.mcrtca, ~-rh:i ch hul been Jn cont::-,ct 1i'ith 

civ:iliz: ·.tion for H~VE'ral centuries verc on the ;-;hole c:ons~cle:rably r:~oro advo.ncec1. 

than the bln•--:i\ pupulati onn of Africe,. Fh-J le there ,,. n t~enerc:l &greement thut 
» 

/the (J_er;rEe 



tbe de~';rce of :icvelcp:-:el'.t -v:~~ the n:r.in fr::cto:r tr:, be tnkr:n ir:to cor:ciC'.err.tion, 

opini::mc l·lP.re divided c·n the elcrrJ:o:;ltc; v:b:i.ch 1-:e.·e tc -N:: w-ed in deternin:.r1g a 

'Jhe Ccm::r.ission mu::;t. :;_:>ut ar.. end to 

/. t.c:i.:r:" ~'.::;~.ti::;n ccn~crr.ed. the attr:Ltutes of the right cf :::elf-

been caller::. the rig'~c c._· se ··es.:i ::L, <md it v:a.~ e.J:Jecti<:tl tD d.ecirie i-:hethe:;,~ t.he 

exr::'rciser~. 
0!' 

That point called 

\-if:,ll e.s H~3 a·nili-c.y to evaluate th<:: ecnc:i t;icm· ..., . be mc~t by tLe e:lai::nant group 

rr.:i.e-ht be c..ffecte·:'l. by ccntro.ct~.";cl cblicr.ti>ns; hence, its abili t;; to evaluate and, 

its ,~m.'isdie:.t".cn cv~:.·r the latter':; 2'i;_;ht tu r.c·lf-clete!:n.dnu.t~.cn. 1rhe point was, 

/what stac;e 
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what stage they could recognize the independence of the people which wished 

to be free and whether they must wait until the insurgents had completely 

succeded in securi~g the success of their cause through the use of force. 

It should also be made clear how the position of the other States was 

affected by the general obligation of J~n-1ntervention under international 

law, and whether the principle of the right of peoples to self-determination 

could overcome that obligation, and to what extent. 

Those questions would become particularly &cute in the case of 

a people which, according to criteria set by mutual agreement,~et the 

conditions Justifying its desire for indeRendence. 

In conclusion, Mr. Nisot noted that while those were not the 

only problema which had to be settled, they were the most important. 

The Commission on Human Rights would cruelly disappoint the expectations of 

peoples if it allowed their right to self-determination to remain inoperative 

by failing to define its scope and effects and the conditions in which that 

right could be exercised. 

Mr. KIROU (Greece) thanked the Belgian representative for his clear, 

concise statement. He might be obliged to make reservations with regard to 

some of the questions raised, but he considered that the Belgian statement 

constituted a valuable contribution to the Commission's work. He hoped that the 

Secretary of the Commission would make the full text availAble to the members 

of the Commission. 

The CHAIR~Uill announced that steps had already been taken to ensure 

that the statement was published as a Piess release. 

He reminded the Commission that two definite responsibilities had been 

laid on it by General Assembly resolution 545 (VI). First, the Commission 

was to include an article on the right of peoples to self-determination in the 

covenant or covenants on human rights. Secondly, it was to prepare 

recommendations concerning international respect for that right. 

Mr. MCROZOV 



E/ .... ~J 1~ /sR, ,..,~::-:> 
,~.._ ,. ' 1... • ( .) ~· 

Pn;:;0 1·J 

Hr. M'I"H0ZO" (U:1i.nn c:f G·,,-i_Pt Snd.a'.in"i: Rcr,l""l:lcs) es 1~ecl v7hethcr the 

Commies Lm v71Ul~1. dro.f-t; t~1c: text c·f t~1c aT( j r.J.~ r•n t.be r:l;::ht of self~cl~,t~rmi.no.tion 

~ . ' ' . 

1>e·cr.cr r_,;ler,:'.tl.c:co co·c1ld su~'mi+, concicte r:c·o:rocals· in thr.t connexion befGre · 

That 170Ulcl be th~ beet p:rcice(l1ll'O, since it \\•CJuld mJ.ke 

'rh-; C:I?~I3filt,.:'1 C')l1Cicler~C. th;_+; it WP..:J o:pen :to ~lewberrJ of· the Cou:mi3si~n to 

aubmH cc>ncre ce p:;."rrpob"J.'J o·:t tb0 e:;:it i~>llil iu:mrc:Cl i.t'.t.ely. The Commiasi-:m might, 

how<:·ve:r-, dt;cide not t') :;:;.:ir>::::t a :·i~~.:::.l t.ext. u~til it conr::j~dcr(.!)cl the ·irrtcrnaticnal 

....... , . ..,.. 
h.L.l_,_ 'i (E.'37rrt) j)Oi.nte·l C"'UC thllt in n~solution 51~5 '(VI) the Gen·er~.l 

The Cornmisa:Ll'n 1 

the- ..... ...; . ..,,.., -~.·-·s ;~.,i ... ';,_,~r r~~·le>, """0. n t,....· 1.'.,. .. 1,-r," t'·rt .,.,.t1'cl" ·1 ... t,oe c·cv"'"'al'it """ it • ~- < l. V.J.. -~' VYQ. ,...,,,, v..l..,j •. <.:1,.._ u, V•Jo' ,. \. <.1.•~ ,;-., •. C.,_. '-"- .. ' .\, ._; J.. · C.l.~ • l -' <J.I-' 

' .. 
cf~ f~-:;~t1~ct S'Jciall~t ·n·el_.,j,h~~iea) fe~t t.hst tbe 

He n.greed 

th~+, the Gen0ra1. J. .. aE~e-:n·:;J.y l:.~:.xi ·i~1f1 'r.~<J0°~cd tbc CJr:m::i.seicn to insert th~ text o.dopterl 

in the CO'l'C:lo.r."'i:s; b~.~.\' ~:ll'1.-'; i.nxt· Fh -:ul·-1 be sUp:;>ler::koi::t·_)d and it wt.s for the Con:misr.i : 

He >-7')1:11 thnre-Porc lUte to l:nm-r 1·/'hether delegs.tione coulC. 

e.r. :!.mn:cd.in.te decision en tbe jjil:;rt. · ::::t hc.'le. r~:.;,(Cral Aonemb1y deciGion beforo it 
J.,.., · ....... , 
·~ .. '"' . 

',,-

•. 

~:1re. HEHTA (Ind1.t'.) r~r,rnrJcd th:1.t 'tr.r::: c,··c'd3sid:1. shon:.d adjourn: until ·the 

r:e:r.:t clr.y, 15 April, s.t 10.30 a.:-:J., in o:::d€r t·· r::::::';le rnembel's to study t~e 

d.oc:J.:a:cu.tation on the right ryf pcoplf's to nt;Olf~C:,::ter:nit-..atton. 

!~e InG.ian re.P._ree_~ntativ"1' 2 y::-onosal wr..a a<lop~~?Y 11 vo~.:E..._ .. ~.£):.z. 

wtth 5 abste::.tirms, 



The CilAIRM .. t\N, hu.ving eor.sulted <-.:;~e members of the Commission J.nd. there 

being no objection, announced thut, as a gcneJ:'al rule; the Commission would 

meet from 10.30 u.m. to L,OO p,m. and from 3oOO p.m~ to 6,00 p.m. 

In order to be able to give his en·~:i.re at·~ention to -~he c·Jnduct 

of 'ou:~iness he would ask Mr. Azkoul to act a:::; Leln:mese representative. 

30/4 p.m. 




