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1. The Economic and Social Council on 20 August 1948 re~uested the 

3ecretary-GeneY.'al (Part C of resolution 154(VII): 
11to prepare for the consideration of the Commission at its 

third session: 

(a) a reJ?ort based on re~lias to Part I, Section G 

(Nationality) of the ~uestionnaire on the legal status 

and treatment of women ••• uY 
2. As of 1 January 194Y the Secretary-General, in re~ly to Part I, 

Section G, of the Questionnaire, had received information concerning the 

following thirty-four countries: Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 

Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Re~ublic, 

~gypt, El Salvador, France, Greece, Guatemala, Iceland, India, Netherlands, 

New Zealand, No~vay, Pakistan, Phili~~ines, Poland, Siam, Sweden, Syria, 

Turkey, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom, United States of America, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, Yogoslavia. Of these, thirty re~lies came from 

".t,JVE 
Y See documenP CN.6/H.l, 23 December 1946. 
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governmental sourcesgj and fot~ from non-governmental sources.~ However, 

several of the re~lies received do not cover all the ~oints of Part I, 

· ~action G (Nationality) of the Questionnaire. 

3o The ~resent re~ort, based on these replies, is divided into six cha~ters, 

following the sub-divisions of Part I, Section G of the Questionnaire. 

Chapter I: Effect of marriage on the nationality of the s~ou.ses. 

Chapter II: Effect of changes of nationality of the husband during 

marriage on the nationality of the wife. 

Chapter III: Right of the wife to change her nationality inde~endently 

during marriage. 

Chapter IV: Effect of the dissolution of marriage on the nationality 

of the wife. 

Chapter V: Nationality of children when ~arents are of different 

nationalities. 

Chapter VI: Relation of the nationality of each of the s~ouses to 

the eligibility of the family to immigration. 

4. In addition, the re~ort contains three annexes: 

Annex A: reproduces the ~uestions of Part I, Section G of the 

Questionnaire together vrith the replies received.. In some cases these 

have been summarized to facilitate consultation. This annex is sub-divided 

into cha~ters corres~onding to the six cha~ters of thi"s re~ort. 

Annex B: is a collation of such excerpts from national laws as were 

made available in the re~lies. 

g) The Government v"!: the United Kingdom stated in its rei>lY that the 
information given there is e~ual~ ap~licable to the United Kingdom 
de~endencias and overseas territories, as "there is no sa~arate 
national status in these territories, and the re~lies to the 
~uestions ••• submitted in res~act of the United Kingdom ap~ly 
a~ually to them". Exce~tions are noted in the answers to each ~uestion 
res~ectivaly concerning Newfoundland, Bechuanaland :Protectorate and 
Swaziland, South Rhodesia, and Basutoland. 

The reply from the Government of the United Kingdom was ~re~arad before 
the ~assing and coming into force of the British Nationality Act of 1948. 
The changes brought about by this Act are therefore not shown in the 
present reP,ort. An outline of the new ~revisions is given in 
document E7CN.6/79. 

a/ Information concerning Chile was obtained from the Association of 
University Woman of Chile; that concerning Colombia from the American 
Collage of Barran~uilla; that concerning Egy~t from the Women's 
Christian Tem~erance Union; and that concerning Syria from the Women's 
Literary Club of Syria. 

/Annex C: 
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.Annex C: consists of three charts summarizing the information 

contained in the re~ort: 

Chart I: "Effects of Marriage u~on Nationality of the S~ouses", 

corres~onding to chapter I of this re~ort. 

Chart II: "Changes of Nationality during Marriage", corres~onding 

to cha~ters II and III of the re~ort. 

Chart III: "Changes of Nationality on Dissolution of Marriage", 

corres~onding to cha~ter IV of the re~ort. 

Chart IV: "Effects of the Married Woman's Nationality on the 

Nationality of her Children, and of the Nationality of 

each of the Spouses on the Eligibility of the Family to 
I 

Immigration", corres~onding to cha~ters V and VI of the 

re~ort. 

It will be noted that the re~ort and Armex C treat the same data 

from different angles. The report ~resents these data in a manner showing 

to what extent there are inequalities in the treatment of husband and wife 

with regard to nationality (both in case of loss end/or acquisition). 

Annex C ~resents the same data in a manner show~ng under what conditions 

the wife may lose nationality on the one hand, and acquire it on the other. 

/CHAPTER I 
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CHAPTER I 

EFFECT OF MlffiHii~GE ON THE NATIONALITY OF TEE SPOUSEsl:/ 

A. Nationality of the husband 

5. In no country covered by the replies5/ does marriase to a woman of a 
a.ifferent nationality affect the nationality of the husbancl either 

(a) j.n his own cot:.ntry, or 

(b) in his vrife' s country. 

In the latter, however, his naturalization is sometimes made easier. 

This happens in the followine four countries: 

China, France, Syria, Venezuela. 

B. Na'l:iionali ty of the wife 

Three main systems apply: 

6. In certain countries marriage to a husband of a different nationality 

does not affect the nationality of the wife: 

(a) in the country of vrhich the wife is a national: she 

retains her own nationality. 

This is the case in the following fifteen of the countries covereu . 

by the replies: 

!rgentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, France, 

Guatemala, New Zealand (except in Western Samoa and Cook Islands), 

Turkey, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia • 
. I 

In seven of these countries, however, the viife may be released from 

her former nationality on application: 

Canada, China, France,· Guatemala, N.ew Zealand, Venezuela, Yugoslavia 

(b) in the country of which the husband is a national: she does 
l'l 

not acquire his·nationality. 

This is the case in the follovring fourteen of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Cz.echoslovakia, 

El Salvador, Guatelli.ala; New Zealand. ( exce:pt in Western Samoa and Cook 

Islands), United States, Uruuuay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

In nine of these countries, hm-rever; there are provisions facilitating 

the acquisition of their nationality by an alien woman marrying a national 

(either by declaration or special rules for simplified naturalization): 

}:./ 

Canada, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, El Selvador, Guatemala, New Zealand, 

United States, Venezuela; Yugoslavia. 

Questions and replies dealing with this subject are reproduced in 
J.nnex A, Chapter I. 

g/. Two countries have not answered this question. These countries are: 
Argentina and El Salvador. 

/7. In some 
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7. In some countries the nationality of the ··vTit"e is always affected by 

her marriage to a husband of a different nationality: 

(a) in the country of which she is a national she loses her 

nationality regardless of.the law of her husband's country, 

whether that law extends his nationality to her., or not~ 

This is the case in the following seven of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Egypt, Iceland,}/ India, New Zealand,(Western Samoa and 

Cook Islands), Poland, Siam, Union of South Africa.3/ 

(b) in the country of which her husband is a national, she 

acquires her husband's nationality regardless of the law of 

her own country, whether that law releases her from her own 

nationality or not. 

This is the case in the following nineteen of tht.1 countries covered 

by the replies: 
·'< I 

Belgium, Denmark,- Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, ~ree~e, 

Iceland, India, New Zealand (except in Western Samoa and Cook Islands), 

Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Siam, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, 

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom. 

In four of these countries, howev~r, the married woman has the right 

under certain conditions of declining her husband's nationality: 

Belgium, France, India, Sweden. 

8. In some countries'the nationality of the wife is affected by her 

marriage to a husband of a different nationality but only in order to 

meet the requirements of the law of the other country concerned: 

(a) in the country of which she is a national, she is released 

from her nationality, but only if 'the law of her husb~.nd 's 

country extends to her his nationality. 

This is the case in the following thirteen of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 

Greece, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan? Philippines, Sweden, Syria, 

United Kingdom. 

(b) in the country of which her husband is a nat:ional, she 

acquires her husband's nationality; but only if the law of her 

own country releases her from her nationality. 

3/ See answer to Question I (1), Annex A, Chapter I. 

' 

/This is the 
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This is the case in the following two of the countries covered by 

the replies: 

China, Pakistan. 

9. It will be noted that both the first system, which is based on the 

principle of the equality of the spouses, and the second system, which is 

based on the principle of inequality, may lead either to dual nationality, 

or to statelessness. The third system, based on the principle of a certain 

inequality of the spouses has been designed in order to avoid ·either dual 

nationality or statelessness. 

/CHAPTEB. II 
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EFFECT OF THE HUSBAND 18 CHANGES OF NATIONALITY DURING 

MABRIAGE ON THE NATIONALITY OF THE WIFE!/ 

10. The Questionnaire dealt .with the question of the' effect of loss of 

~ationality of the. husband on the nationalitr of the wife under three 

headings: 

"(a) in case of naturalization in a foreign country 

(b) in case of renunciation 

(c) in any other case." 

In respect to the effect of the acquisition of a new nationality by 

the ·husband on the nationality of the wife, the questionnaire considered 

the matter under two headings: 

"(a) in case of naturalization 

(b) in other cases." 

As the answers are generally the same for the various modes of loss 

or acquisition, they have been dealt with together in the following 

paragraphs. Whenever a. difference of some importance between them was 

mentioned, it will be indicated. 

11. In some countries the wife's nationality remains unaffected by a 

change in the husband's nationality during marriage: 

(a) in the country of whi~h she is a national she retains her 

nationality, though her husband loses his for.mer nationality. 

This is the case 1n the follovTing twenty of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Argentina, Brazil, Canada,Y Chile, China,'2./ Cuba, Czechoslovakia 

(in Slovakia only and then only when.the husband is deprived of 

his nationality by reason .of his· entering the service of a foreign 

country), Dominican Republic, France,g/ Greece, .Guatemala, 

New Zealand,2/ Norway (applies only to the husband's loss of 

nationality by renunciation), Sweden, Syria, Turkey, United Kingdom 

(in case of renunciation only), United States, Uruguay, 

Yugoslavia. 2/ 

In the. following two countries, however, she may renounce the 

former nationality: 

'Canada, Sweden 

Questions and replies dealing with this subject are reproduced in 
Annex A, Chapter II. 

2/ See answer to Question II (1) 1 Annex A, Chapter II. 

/(b) in the 
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(b) in the country of which her husband becomes a national, the 

wife does not acquire his new.nat1onality. 

This is the case ·in the following eighteen of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Belgium, Brazil, CRnada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, France, Guatemala, 

India, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sweden, TUrkey, United Kingdom, 

United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugo~lavia. 

In the following ten of the countries, however, the wife may 

ask that her husband•s nationality be e~tended to her (by declaration 

or simplified naturalization): 

Belgium, Cuba, France, India, New Zealand, PEik:tsta:p, Swederc, 

United Kingdom, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

12. In some countries the nationality of the wife is always affected 

by a change in the husband's nationality during marriage: 

(a) in the country of which she is a national she loses her 

nationality regardless of the law o~ the country of which her 

husband has become a national, ~hether that law extends his 

new nationality to her or not. 

This is the case in the following six of the countries covered by 

the replies: . 
Norway (in the case only of a Norwegian husband losing his 

nationality at the age of twenty-two because he never lived in 

Norway), Poland, Sweden, (under a rule similar to that of Norway) 

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom (in case of revocation of 

husband's naturalization), Yugoslavia,3/ 

In the following two countries, however, the wife may ask to retain 

her nationality: 

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom (in ce~tain cases for . 
British born wives). 

(b) in the country of which her husband has become a national the 

wife acquires his new nationality regardless of the law of the 

country of which she was a national, whether, according to this 

law, she loses her nationality or not. 

This i~ the case in the following fourteen of the countries 

covered by the replies: 

China, Czechoslovakia, ~enmark, Egypt, Iceland, Netherlands, 

New Zealand (in case of nationality by change of sovereignty), 

3/ In one particular case when the husband 
See answer to Question II (1), AmJex A, 

is deprived of his nationality. 
' Chapter II. . ' 

/Philippines,· 
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Philippines, Poland, Siam (:i!n case of acquisition by naturalization 

only), Sweden (in cases ot~~· than naturalization) ,Y Syria, 

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom (in Newfoundland only). 

In the following three countries, however, the wife may ask to be 

exempted from the acquisition of the new nationality: 

Chin~, »enmark, Syria.~/ 
13. In some countries, the nationa1ity of the wife is affected by a 

change in the husband's nationality during marriage, but only in order 

to meet the requirements of the law of the other country coneerned: 

(a) in the country of which she is a national she is releas.ed 

from her nationality, but only if the law of the country of 

which her husband has become a national extends to her his new 

nationality. 

This is the case in the following ten of the countries covered by 

the replies: 
\ . 

Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Iceland, India, Netherlands, 

Norway, Pakistan, Siam, United Kingdom. 

In the'following three countries, however, the wife may ask to 

retain her nationality: 

Belgium, Pakistan, United Kingdom. 

(b) in the country of which her husband has become a national 

she acquires her husband's new nationality, but only if the law 

of her own country releases her from her nationality. 

This is the case in· the following three of the count~ies covered 

by the replies: 

Belgium (when the husbana becomes Belgian by option), Greece, 
6/ ' Norway.- · 

In all these countries, however, the wife may ask to be exempted from 

the acquisition of her husband's new nationality. 

4/ See answer to Question II (1), ·Annex A, Chapter II. 

5/ See answer to Question II (2), Annex A, Chapter II. 

6/ Ibid. 

/CHAPTER III 
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CHAPTER III 

RIGHT OF THE WIFE TO CHANGE HER NATIONALITY 

INDEPENDENTLY DURING MARRIAGE~/ 

14. In some countries the wife is entitled to change her nationality 

during marriage without her husband's consent 

(a) by renouncing her former nationality. 

This is the case in the following eighteen·of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, 2/ Colombia, Cuba, Denmark, 3/ 
El Salvador, France, Guatemala, Iceland, 3/ New Zealand, Norway, 

Sweden, Turkey, United States, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 

(b) by acquiring a new nationality through naturalization. 

This is the case in ~he following nineteen of the countries4/ 
covered by the replies: 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, Denmark, El Salvador, France, 

Guatemala, Iceland, India, Norway, Philippines, Siam, Sweden, 

~urkey, United States, Uruguay, Yugoslavia. 

15. In some countries the wife is entitled to change her nationality 

during marriage, but only with her husband's consent 

(a) by renouncing her former nationality. 

This is the case in the following two of the countries covered 

. by the replies: 

Belgium, Poland. 

(b) by acquiring a new nationali~y.through naturalization. 

This happens in the following one country: Belgium. 

16. In some countries the wife cannot change her nationality during 

marriage except when her husband changes his nationality simultaneously 

(a) by renouncing her former nationality. 

This is the case in the followi~g ten of the countries covered by 

the replies:' 

Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Greece, India, Netherlands, Philippines, .. 
Siam, Syria, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom. 

(b) by acquiring a new nationality through naturalization. 

This is the case in the following nine of the countr+es covered by 

the replies: 

Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Greece, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, 

Syr~a, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom. 

!/ Questions and replies dealing with this subject are reproduced in 
Annex A, Chapter III. 

@/ See answer to Question III (1), Annex A, Chapter III. 
If· Only upon acquisit·ion of a new nationality. 
4/ Fhis applies to New Zealand and theQnion of South Africa in some special 

cases. See answers to Question III (1), (2), Annex A, Chapter III. 
. /CHAPTER IY' 
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17. It must be noted that this question does not apply in those countries, 

where the nationality of the wife is not affected by marriage. 

On this p:~int, see Chapter I, paragraph 6, 

18. In some countries the nationality acquired by the wife thrvugh 

marriage remains unaffected by dissolution of the marriage: 
-

(a) the country of which the wife was a national before marriage 
' 

does not restore her former nationality to her. 

This is the case .in the following th:L""ee of the countries covered by 

the replies: 

El Salvador, New Zealand, Union of South Africa. 

(b) the country of which the wife has become a national through 

marriage does not release her from this nationality. 

This is the case in the following eleven of the countries covered 

by the replies: 

Belgium, Denmark, France, India, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, 

Sweden, Syria, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom. 2/ 

19. In some countries the nationality acquired by the wife through 

marriage may be affected by-dissolution of the marriage: 

(a) the country of which the wife was a national before marriage 

allows her to reacquire the former nationality after dissolution 

of marriage, 

This is the case in the following seventeen of the countries covered 

by replies: 

Belgium, China, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Bepublic, Egypt, 

Greece, Guatemala, India, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Poland, 

Sweden, Syria, United Kingdom, Yugoslavia. 

It must be noted that whereas in certain countries the reacquisition 

of the former nationality is achieved by declaration, in others it is 

effected by simplified naturalization. 

~/ Questions and replies dealing with this s~bject will be found in· 
Annex A, Chapter IV 

?:/ See answer to Question IV (1) B, Annex A, Chapter IV for Bechuanalan·d 
and Swaziland. 

/A declaration 
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A declaration is required in the following ten of the countries 

covered by the replies: 

Belgium,3/ China,~ Czechoslovakia, Dominican'Republic,5/ Egypt, 

Guatemala,§/ Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, Syria.I/ 

(b) the country of which the wife has become a national through 

marriage allows her to be released from this nationality upon 

dissolu~ion of marriage. 

This is the case in the following four of the countries covered by 

the replies: 

Greece, Guatemala, Poland, Turkey. 

In two ~f these countries, however, the wife may be released from 

her nationality when she is reinstated in her former nationality: 

Greece,_Turkey. 

20. In one country covered by the replies, the wife whose nationalj.ty 

has been affected by marriage is automatically affected by the 

dissolution of marriage: 

Siam 

(a) she reacquires automatically bhe Siamese nationality which 

she has lost through marriage 

(b) she l~ses automatically the Siamese nationality which she 

has acquired through marriage, 

Provided she resided in Belgium or the Belgian Congo during the 
previous year. 

4/ Provided she loses the nationality acquired by marriage. 

5/ The Dominican woman who has lost her nationality by marriage may 
reacquire it either during marriage or after its dissolution. In 
addition to the declaration she must take up residence in the 
Republic. 

6/ The Guatemalan woman who has lost her nationality by marriage may 
recover it by declaration either duripg marriage or after its 
dissolution. · 

·If resident in Syria. 

/CHAPTER V . 
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1/ 
NATIONALITY OF CHILDREN WHEN P.ABENTS ABE OF DIFFERENT NATIONALITIES 

A. Right of.the mother to transmit her nationality 

21. In some countries the wife's right to tr~nsmit her nationality to the 

children of the marriage is equal to that of the husband. 

This is the case in the followin~ eight of the countries covered by 

the replies: Argentina, Brazil,? El Salvador, Guatemala, United States, 

Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

It should be noted, however, that in several of the countries of this 
- ' 

list neither the husband nor the wife transmits his or her nationality to 

the children, as in these countries the nationality of a person is determined 

in accordance with the place of his birth (system of ;ius soli). 

This appears in the replies .of the following three countries: Argentina,; . 

Brazil, Guatemala. 

22. 

23. 

In no country is the wife's right greater than her husband's. 

In· some countries the right of the wife is lesser than her husband's ·• 2./ 
This is the case in the following six of the co~nt~ies covered by the 

replies: China, Qzechoslovakia, France, Greece, Netherlands, Norvray. 

24. In some countries the wife does not transmit her nationality to the 

children. 

This is the case in the following sixteen of the countries covered by 

the replies: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Iceland, India,_ 

New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Siam, SWeden, Syria, Turkey, 

Union of South Africa, United Kingdom. 

B. Option of the children 

25. Some countries give children a voice in the determination of their 

nationality 

(a) 

This 

replies: 

(b) 

during minority 

is the case in t~l following four of the countries 

Belgium, France,- Iceland, United States. 

upon attaining majority 

cov~red by the 

Such is the case 'in the following twelve of the countrie
7

s covered by 
3 

the replies: Belgium, Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, France,- Iceland, India, 

Philippines, Poland, Syria, United s·tates, Venezuela. 

1/ · Questj.ons and replies de~ling with this subject will b~ found in Annex A, 
Chapter V. 

gj It should be note·d that the conditions in which the wife's nationality is 
taken into account and the reasons for which it is taken into account 
vary considerably·from one country to another of this group. 

JL In France, the right of option granted during minority and upon attaining 
majority does not apply to the same cases. See answer to question V,. 
Annex, A, Chapter V. · 

/CHAFT~ VI 
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CHAPTER VI 

EFFECT OF THE NATIONALITY OF EACH OF THE 

SPOUSES ON THE ELIGIBILITY OF THE FAMILY 
. TO IMMIGRATION!/ 

26. In some countries, the husband's nationality facilitates the admission· 

t9 immigration of: · 
(a) his alien wife and childrengj 
This is the case in the following three of the countries covere~ by 

the replies: Brazil, Guatemala, United States (for wife and minor children). 

(b) his alien parents 
This is the case in one country of those covered by the replies; 

namely the United States. 

It should, however, be noted that certain countries stated in their 

replies ~hat the alien wife, children and in some cases parents of a 

husband who is a national are, in fact, admitted to immigration more 

easily, though the law does not contain any provision to that effect. 

(See replies of China, Pakistan, Sweden, United Kingdom). 

27. In some countries the woman's nationality facilitates the admission 

to immigration of: 

(a) her alien husband and children 

Such is the case in the following four of the countries covered by 

the replies: Brazil, Guatemala (for children only), Philippines, 

United States.~ 
(b) her alien parents 

This is the case in one country only of those covered by the replies: 

the United States.2f 

It should.~e noted, however, that certain countries stated in their 

replies that alien husband, children and parents of a wife who is a 

national .are, in fact, a~tted to immigration more easily, though the 

law does not contain any provision to that effect. (See replies of 

Belgium, China, Guatemala, Pakistan, Sweden, United Kingdom). 

!/ Questions. and replies dealing with this subject will be found in 
Annex A, Chapter VI. 

. a/ 

It must be remembered that in many countries the wife and children 
follow the nationality of the husband. The question, therefore, doe.s 
not arise.~ · . 
For details, see answer to Question VI, Annex A, Chapter VI. 

/ANNEX A 
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ANNEX A 

:REPLIES TO PART I, SECTION G (NATIONALITY) OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON 

THE LEGAL STATUS AND TBEATMEN[I OF WCMEN 

Chapter I: Effect of Marriage on the Nationality of the Spouses 

Question I ( 1) 

Does a vroman national lose her nationality by marriage to an alien 

(a) automatically witn or without the right of resvming her 

nationality within a certain period after marriage 

(b) subject to her choice 

(c) subject to other requirements being fulfilled (state these) 

(d) under no circumstances whatsoever. 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

No. 

Yes, provided her husband's nationality is extended to 

her by his own law. The wife has the right to retain 

her Belgian nationality by a declaration ~resented 

within six months following the marriage •. 

Brazil: No. 

Canada: No, unless she files a declaration of renunciationo 

Chile: No. 

China: No, unless she files an application to that effec~ with 

the Ministry of Interior. 

Colombia: No, 

Cuba: No. 

Czechoslovakia: Yes, if her h~sband's nationality is extended to her by 

his o1m law. She may be authori.zed to retain her 

Denmark: 

Dominican 

Republic: 

' Czechoslovak nationality by application t~ that effect 

submitt~d before marriage, or not. later th~n three months 

after, with the Ministr·y of the Interior. 

Yes, if her husband's nationality is extended t6 her by 

his own law. Moreover, if· she was Danish by birth, she 

would lose in that case her nationality of origin only 

on leaving Denmark. 

" ••• a Dominican woman married to an alien may acquire 

her hus~and 1 s nationality and will then lose her 

Dominican nationality of origin. This loss of her 

nationality of origin by a married woman as a result 

of ~er acquiring her alien husband's nationality is an 

automatic process, and no exceptions are provided ...... " 

/El Salvador 
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El Salvador: 

France: 

Greece: 

.. Guatemala: 

, Iceland: 

India: 

Netherlands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

Pakistan: 

PhilippineEi: 

Poland:. 

Sinm: 

Sweden: 

Syria: 

Turkey: 

Union of 

South 

Africa: 

Yes, provided her husband's nationality is extended to 

her by his ow.n'law. 

No. She may, however; renounce her French nationality 

by formal declaration before marriage and provj.ded her 

husband's nationality is extended to her by his own law. 

Yes, automatically, provided her husband's nationality 

is extended to her by his own law. 

Yes, provided she so chooses • 

Yes, but only upon loss of domicile in Iceland. 

Yes, with the right of resuming British nationality 

within twelve months of the date she acquires another 

nationality by marriage. 

Yes, automatically, unless her husband is a stateless 

person or a foreigner whose nat:i!onality she does not or 

cannot acquire through such marriage. 

In New Zealand, No. If she lias by reason of her marriage 

required the nationality of her alien husband according 

to his nat~onal law, she may at any time renounce British 

nationality by making a d~claratj.on of alienage. In 

Western Samoa and Cook Island.s, yes, automatically. 

Y~s, if marriage makes her a citizen of another country. 

This, however, takes place only when she leaves No~ray. 

No, unless she acquires the nationality of her husband 

Q~der the nationality law·of his country. In the latter 

case, she eRn retain· her British nationality by making 

a declaration within twelve months of her marriage to the 

effect that she .desires to retain her British natiopality. 

Yes, automatically, provided her husband's nationality is 

extenQed to her under his own law. 

Yes, automatically. 

Yes, automatically, without the right of resuming her 

nationality within a certain period'after marriage. 

No, unless she acquires ci·bizenship in her husband 1 s . 
country and takes up residence in that country. 

Yes, provided that the law of her husband's country 

obliges her to take his nationality. 

No. 

Yes, automatically. However, the Minister may gr.ant a 

wife who was a Britlsh subject before marriage a 

certificate of naturalization if.her husband is an 

alien of a state at war With His Majesty. 

/United Kingdon 
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United Kingdom: Yes, but only if by reason of her marriage she ac~uires . 

the nationality of her husband. No automatic resumption 

but see Section III (2) (a). · 

United States (a) No, see reply to section (d). 

of America: (b) (c) Not applicable. 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

Yugoslavia: 

Question I (2) 

(d) Under the present law, a woman citizen does not 

lose her United States nationality by marriage to an 

alien, Citizens who under former provisions of law 

lost their United States nationality through marriage 

to certain types of aliens, may be repatriated by 

abridged. procedure. (See 54 Statute 1146; s.u.s.c. 717 (b). 

No. In no case does a woman lose her nationality by 

leaving the country and marrying an alien. 

A Venezuelan woman marrying an alien shall retain her 

nationality unless she declares her wish to the contrary 

in the marriage articles and provided that such a 

declaration enables her to acg_uire the husband's nat~onality 

under the laws of his country. 

No. She may, however, on application reg_uest release from 

citizenship if she fulfils the conditions ]rovided in 

Article 19 of the Yugoslav Citizenship law: that she 

has reached the age of eighteen; that she has fulfilled 

.her obligations toward the country as well as her :public 

and social obligatior.Ls to be taken care of in the public 

interest; and that she proves that she bas been or will 

be admitted to foreign citizenship. 

If,an alien woman marries a national does she 

(a) become a national 

(i) automatically with or without the right of renouncing 

her husband's nationality within a certain period after 

marriage 

(ii) subject to her choice 

(iii) subject to other reg_uirements being fulfilled (state these). 

(b) have to seek naturalization independently. If so, does she 

enjoy any exemptions from the ordinary natYralization reg_uirements. 
Argentina: No. 

/Belgium: 
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Belgium: 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile: 

China; 

Colombia: 

· Cuba: 

(a) Yes, automatically. However, she has the right to 

renounce her husband's nationality within six months after 

marriage provided she demonstrates that she has retained 

or will thereby regain her foreign nationality. 

(a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(a) Yes, if she so elects and is resident in Canada. 

(b) Yes, the alien woman marrying a Canadian may apply 

for·citizenship after one year's residence and need not 

file a declaration of intention, 

No. Chilean nationality is not gained by marriage. 

Yes, if she does not retain her nationality under her 

own national law. (The alien woman acquiring the 

husband's citizenship by marriage to a national enjoys 

certain exemptions from the ordinary naturalization 

requirements).!/ 

(a) . No. 

(b) Yes, without any exemption from the ordinary 

naturalization requirements. 

(a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

Czechoslovakia: (a) Yes, if on application made by her, the Ministr~ of 

the Interior gives its consent. Application must be 

Denmark: 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

El Salvador: 

presented before the marriage, or not later thru1 three 

months thereafter. The nationality is considered acquired . 
as of the date of marriage. 

(b) See under (a). 

Yes, automatically. 

"An alien woman married to a Dominican acquires Dominican 

nationality in accordance with Article 12 of the Civil 

Code; this takes place automatioal~ and requires no 
' 

. 
express declaration." 

(a) Yes, automatically, . 
No. She may, however, acquiJ?e Salvadorean nationality by 

special request. 

·y. Additional info~tion furnished by Mrs. New in collaboration with a 
Co~ttee on the Legal Status of Women of the Chinese Association of 
University Women. 

/Fr~'r).ce: 
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Greece: 

Guatemala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

Netherlands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 
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· Yes, automatically. She may, however, retain her 

nationality by special request presented before marriage, 

and if her national law allows her to retain her nationality 

of' origin. Moreover, within the six months following 

marriage the French government may by decree debar her 

from the acquisition of French nationality •. 

Yes, automatically if the marriage has been celebrated 

according to the rites of the Greek Orthodox Church. 

Yes, subject to her choice. 

Yes, automatically, without the right of renouncing her 

husband's nationality within a certain period after 

marriage. 

Yes, she may, however, renounce her husband's British 

nationality. 

Yes, auto:ma tically. She may 1 however, renounce Dutch 

nationality, within a certa~n period after dissolution 

of the marriage. 

(a) No, since 9 October 1946. In Western Samoa and the 

Cook~slands, yes, automatica~lY-

(b) Yes,_since 9 October 1946. A certificate of 

naturalization may be granted to such a woman, notwithstanding 

that the usual requirements of the naturalization law 

concerning periods of residence, character, knowledge o~ 

English and intended future place of residence, have not 

been complied with. In Western Samoa and Cook Islands, no. 

Yes, automatical~, without the right of refusing her 

husband's nationality. 

Yes, automatically, unless she retains her original 

nationality·under the nationality law of her country and 

if she so desires. 

(a) ·Yes, automatically, if she might herself.be lawfully 

naturalized. 

(b) She does not have to seek naturalizat:~on inde:pendently. 

Yes, automatically. 

Yes, .automatically, without the right of renouncing her 

husband's nationality within a certain period after 

marriage, 

Yes, automatically. As to renouncing her husband's 

nationality within a certain period after marriage there 

is a general provision according to which the King may 

upon appJ~c.t.ton, release a :person from S"Vredish nat:t.onality. 

Such application can be made ·by a married woman independentlY. 
/Svria: 
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s.y:t>ia: 

Turkey: 

Union of 

South Africa: 
/ 

Uniteo. Kingdom: 

United States 

of America: 

Uruguay: 

Ven,ezuela: 

Yes, 

Yes, 

(a) 

(b) 

automatically. 

automatically. 

Yes, automatically 
I 

No. 

(a) (i) Yes, "i·Ti thout :J?ight of renouncing her: husband 1 s 

nationality automatically. 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(b) No. 

No. 
I 

No. 

In Newfoundland, the vTife of an 3.lien is deemed to be 

an alien whether or not she acquired the nationality of 

her husband by reason of her marriage, subj~ct to her 

right to retain her British nationality by making a 

declaration if her husband becomes an alien after the 

marriage. 

(a) (i) No. 

(ii) No~ 

(iii) No. 

(b) An alien spouse of either sex must seek naturalization 

inde~endently. If the person is eligible for naturalization 

certain exemptions are applicable in such cases; principally 

that, as to marriage on or af·ter a o r;e c ifio d date (or upon 

the naturalization of the other opouse after that date), 

no declaration of intention is necessary; also, the usual 

five-year residence r:eriod in the United Staten required 

before filing of' the ~etition is reduced as follows: 

one year for marriages contracted between 21 September 1922 
and 24 May 1934, and three years for :marriages contracted 

after 24 May 1934. 
No. .An alien woman does not become a national by 

marrying a nationalo 

An alien woman who marries a Venezu8la man will be 

considered a naturalized Venezuelan subject ~rovided 
• 

that she is resident or takes u.p residence in Venezuela 

and t'hat in the marriage articles or subsequently in a 

public instrument she expresses her wish to become a 

Venezuelan subject and is accepted as such. The same 

would apply to tbe alien wife of a Venezuelan subject 

if under the laws of her own country she loses her 

original nationality as a result of the marriage. 

/Yusoslavia: 



Yugoslavi~: 

Question I (3) 

(a) No. 
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(b) Yes, but in this case, the only copdition to be 

fulfilled is that it may be concluded from the beh&·dour , 
• of the applicant that she will be a loyal citizen of the 

I 

Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia. 

Does the law in regard to gaining, or losing, nationality by marriage 

differ as regards men 

Argentina: No reply to this ~uestion. 

Belgium: Marri~ge affects the nationality of the wife only. 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

The ~uestion i~ not applicable because Brazilian law 

does not provide for gain or loss of nationality through 

marriage. 

Yes. The process for an alien woman gaining Canadian 

nationality following marriage to a Can~dian citizen is 

simplified. A Canadian woman cannot lose her nationality 

by marriage. 

This law does not exist in Chile. 

The law differs somewr.at in the case of men: A male 

national marrying an alien woman does not relin~uish his 

own nor assume his wife's nationality; neither does a 

male alien marrying a Chinese woman thereby automatically 

ac~uire Chinese. citizenship; but if doing so eventually 

is entit~ed to a curtailing by two years of the prescribed 

term of five years of prior residence.1f 

Colombia: No. 

Cuba: No. 

Czechoslovakia: Marriage has no influence on the nationality of the 

husband. 

Denmark: 

··Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

E 1 Salvador: 
,' 

France: 

Yes, the .citizenship of a man is not changed through 

marriage. 

No. 

, 
1 Y~s, men keep their nationality, women lose theirs upon 

marriage to an alien. 

No reply to this ~uestion. 

In principle, marriage has no influence on nationality. 

The alien spouse of a French~born wife, however, enjoys 

J::l Informat·ion furnished by Mrs. Nevr in collaboration with a Committee on 
the Legal Status of Women of the Chinese Association of University Women. 

/a .:~ ·.:'.l,;.i..' :: _ :n 
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Greece: 

Gua tem.ala : 

Iceland: 

,, India: 

·Nether lands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

P;:tkistan: 

Philippines: 

Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 

Syria: 

Turkey: 

Union of 

· · South Africa: 

a reduction of the residence requirements ·for naturalization 

to two years. 

No. 

Yes, marriage can onlY affect the nationality of the 

woman if she wishes. 

An alien who marries an Icelandic woman does not acquire 

Icelandic nationality. 

Yes. 

Yes, an alien does not acquire Dutch nationality by 

marriage to a Dutch woman. 

Yes. Marriage has no effect on the manrs nationality. 

(The position in Western Samoa and the Cook Islands is 

the same as in New Zealand). 

Yes. A woman's nationality as a general rule follows 

that of the man, but never vice-versa. 

The law provides different conditions for gaining or 

losing nationality by men and women. A Pakistan national 

does not lose his nationality by virtue of his marriage 

with an alien woman, and an alien does not acquire 

British nationality by virtue of marriage with a 

Pakistan woman. 

Yes, a man does not lose his nationality by marriage. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Y~s, an alien who marries a Swedish woman does not 

thereby acquire Swedish citizenship. 

Yes. An alien marrying a Syrian woman may become a 

natural~zed Syrian after staying in Syrian territory ~or 

one year without interruption. 

Yes~ women of foreign nationality w~o marry Turkish men 

automatically become Turkish citizens but there is no 

such provision for men of foreign nationality who marry 

Turkish women. 

A man's nationality is not affected by his marriage. 

United Kingdom: Yes. 

United States No, not under the present law. 

of .t'\meri ca: 

Uruguay: Not applicable. 

/Yugoslavia: 
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The citizenship law of the Federal Peop~ets Republic of 

Yugoslavia does not distinguish between men and women 

for the acquisition and loss of citizenship. 
\ .. , 

No. The alien man who marries a Venezuelan woman, 
. . . . 

provided that she is resident or takes up residence in 

Vdnezuela and that in the marriage articles or subsequently 

in a public instrument he expresses his wish to become a 

Venezuelan subject and is accepted as such will be 

conside!•ed as a naturalized Venezuelan subject. 



Chapter II: Effect of the husband's changes of nationalitl . 
· during marriage on the nationality of the wife 

Question II (1) 

If a husband loses his nationality after marriage, does· this loss . 

e~tend to his wife 

('a) in case of naturalization_in a foreign country 

(b) in case of repunciation 

(c) in any. other case 

If so, can the wife claim to be exempted~ 
Argentina: 

Belgium: 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile: 

C:t.:i.na: 

Col:Jrr.bia: 

Cuba: 

Czechoslovakia: 

.(a) No. 

(a) Yes, if the husband's new nationality is extended to. 

his wife by the foreign law. 

(b) Yes,· provided she already possesses the nationality 

which will thereupon remain that of the husband. 

(c) Yes, if being Belgium born she married a stateless 

person who becomes a national-of a foreign state, provided 

her husband's new nationality is extended to her. If she 

is Belgian otherwise than by a former marriage, she may 

within six months of the date'on which the husband changed 

his nationality ask to retain her Belgian national.ity. 

No. 

(a) No, except if the wife "became a British subject by 

reason only of her marriage •.• the Governor in Council may 

direct that said wife .•• shall cease to be a Canadian 

citizen." 

(b) No, but the "wife of a person who has ceased to be 

a Canadian citizen .•..•• may within six months thereafter 

make a declaration renouncing her Canadian citizenship." 

"(c) No. 

1:Jo,. 
No, however, .where the husband's Chinese nationality was 

originally acquired by naturalization and is subsequently 

relinquished in favour of some alien nationality, t~i wife 

is not exempt from the loss of Chinese nationality.-

No answer to this question. . . 

No. 
. 

(a) (b) Yes. Release from Czechoslovak nationality and . 

acquisition of foreign nationality applies to the wife, too, 

Under the former Hungarian law (1879) which is in force in 

· Slovakia, it was a condition that the wife had actually left 

" Information furnished by Mrs. New in collaboration with a Committee on 
the Status.of Women of the Chinese Association of Univei'si'ty Women. 

/the country 
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the country and this fact was specifically recorded in the 

document of release. 

(c) Under Slovak law the wife is not affected by the husband's 

loss of nationality in a. case in which the authorities have 

declared that the husband has lost his nationality by rea~:;on of , 

his entering the service of a ~oreign country. The wife cannot 

claim exemption. from the .loss of nationality. A married woman · 

cannot make an independent declaration with a view to changing 
' her nationality,~ e.g·. the right of option. 

(~) No, unless she also obtains foreign citizenship. . 
(b) Danish law does not provide for renunciation of citizenship. 

Release of foreign citizenship does not include the wife, who 

therefore in each case must be releesed independently. 

(c) Yes, the wife cannot be exempted. 

Domini'can Since the Constitution allows a married Dominican woman to 

Republic: retain her nationality_of origin, this status is not affected 

when ~er husband adopts a different nationality; but she may 

acquire her husband's new nationality by an express declaration 

in accGrdance with Article 8,. Section 4, paragraph 1 of the 

·constitut:i.on. 

Egypt: No, the wife can claim to be exempted. 

El Salvador: No reply to this question. 

France: . Loss of nationality is individual in principle. Withdrawal of 

French national~ty ~s a penalty may be extended to the wife if 

she was foreign born and to minor children. 

Greece: 

Guatemala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

(a) (b) (c) No. 

(a) (b) (.c) No. 

(a) Yes, if his naturalization in a forei~ country ext~ds 

also to his wife. 

(a) (b) (c) No, unless by reason of the acquisition of a new 

nationality by the husband the wife also acquires that 

nationality! 

The,wife cannot claim exemption. 

Netherla~ds: (a) Yes, unless she does not or cannot acquire a foreign 

nationalLty by the naturali~ation of her husband. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

New Zealand: (a) No. Where a certificate of naturalization granted to 

a man. is revoked, that revocation does not automatically 

extend to his wife and minor children, but the Minister of 
. 

Internal Affairs has power to specially direct that they be 

included in that revocation. 
/(b) No. 
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Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

Poland: 

Siam: 

SWeden: 

(b) No. 
(c) The loss extends'automatically to the wife only in 

the case in which the inhabitants of. a territory are 

generally involved. In that case, the wife cannot claim 

to be exempted. Where a British subject born outside His 

Majesty's dominions forfeits British nationality through 

failure to make the necessary declaration of retention in 

his twenty-second year, this loss does not. extend to his 

wife. (The position in Western Samoa and the Cook Islands 

is the same as in New Zealand). 

(a) Yes, if naturalization also applies to the woman. Loss 

of citizenship, however, take~ place only when she leaves 

the country. 

(b) No. 

(c) If the husband has never lived in the country he 

loses his Norwegian citizenship upon reaching the age of 

twenty-two years, unless heobtains permission to retain 

it. His wife also loses her Norwegian citizenship in that 

case. 

The woman who is a British subject does not cease to be a 

British subject only by reason of the fact that her husband 

during the continuance of his marriage ceased to be a 

British subject, unless by reason of the acquisition. by her 

husband of a new natipnality she also acquires that 

nationality. 

In that case, it is open to her to make a declaration within 

twelve months from the date on which she so acquired that 

nationality that she desires to retain Br~tish nationality, 

and thereupon she shall be deemed to have remained a 

British subject. 

No reply to "this question. 

(a) (b) (c) Yes. 

(a) It depends upon the law of the fo~eign country. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No reply. 

The wife cannot claim exemption. 

(a) No. The wife's citizenship is independent of that of 

her husband. 

(b) SWedish citizenship can be renounced only in cases 

referred to in A~ticle 2 of the Citiz·enship Act, 1924. 
/However, 

- ~--~ 



Syria: 

Turkey: 

Union of South 

Africa: 

However, there is a gen~ral provision according to which 

the .King m~y upon applicatiQn release a person from SWedish 

citizenship. such application can be made by a married 

woman independently. 

(c) · In the case of a SWedish husband who loses his 

citizenship on reaching twenty-two years of age because he 

has never resided in SWeden, the loss extends tb his wife. 

No. 
' (a) (b) (c) No. 

(a) (b) (c) Yes, provided that where a man ceases during 

the continuance of .the marriage to be a British subject it 

shalL be lawful for a wife to make a declaration that she 

desires to retain British nationality and ther~upon she 

shall in the Union be deemed to remain a British subject. 

United Kingdom: '(a) Yes, if she also acquires her husband's nationality 

by reason of his acquisition of it, ~ subject to her 

being all~wed to make a declaration to retain her British 

nationality, 

(b) No. 

(c) If her husband's naturalization certificate is revoked 

and her name is included in the revocation order. A special 

exception, available in certain circumstances to British 

born wives~ is provided. (See British Nationality and 

Status of Aliens Act 1914-33, Section 7 (A) (1).) 
United states (a) (b) (c) No. Expatriation results solely from the 

of America: individual's performance of acts or .fulfillment of conditions 

specified in the law (8 U~~.C. 808). Revocat~on of the 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

Yugoslavia: 

. . 
husband's naturalization, except for actual fraud, has no 

effect on the rights of the wife and minor children. 

No. 

No answer to this question. 

(a) (b) No. 

The only excep·0ional case in ·which the loss of the husband 1 s 

citizenship extends to his wife and his children if he is 

·being'deprived of the citizenship of the Federal People's 

Republic of Yugoslavia, is when he is of the nationality 

of those peoples w~ose countries had been at ~ar against 

the peoples of the FPRY, who during this war or in connection. 

with it prior to the war contravened their cit.izens duties 

by their disloyal attitude against the interests of the 

/peoples 
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Question II (2) 

peoples or of the state of the FP.RY. However, if the 

woman proves that she had no connection with her husband -

a disloyal former citizen - and that her personal 

behaviour was correct or that she by nationality belongs to 

some of the peoples of the FP.RY, in this case the loss will 
·not extend to her. 

If an alien husba11d acquires the nationality of your country after 

marriage, does this acquisition extend to his wife. 

(a) in case of naturalization 

(b) in other cases 
• 

If so, can the wife claim to be exempted. 
\ 
If not, can she claim to be included in the acquisition or to be 

naturalized subject to certain exemptions. from the ordinary requirements. 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

Br'azil: 
"' Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

No answer to this question. 

· (a) Not automatically. If she so wishes, she must 

within six months following the registration of the 

naturalization act formally declare her intention of 

claiming benefit of the measure. 

(b) The foreign born woman whose husband becomes Belgian 

by option follows the husband's condition. However, she 

may renounce Belgian nationality by formal declaration 

within six months from the date her husband acquired 

Belgian nationality, provided she proves possession of a 

foreign nationality or that she will th~reby regain it~ 

The foreign born 'tvoman whose husband becomes Belgian by 

naturalization may present a joint application for 

naturalization and in this case will be exempt from 

conditions otherwise applicable to applications for 

naturalization. 

No 

(a) No. 
(b) There is no other way for an alien to acquire 

citizenship. The question regarding the possibility for 

the wife to clai~ exemption is not applicable. 

No. 
(a) Yes, but she may claim'exemption. 

' (b) There is no provision regarding the wife when the 

husband is naturalized through his adoption by Chinese 

/citizells 
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.citizens. She may claim to be included and apply for a . . . 1/ 
naturalization on grounds of her husband's naturalization.-

(a) No. 

(b) No answer to this question. 

No. She may claim to be included in the acqui$ition or 

to be naturalized subject to certain exemptions from the 

ordinary requirements. 

Czechoslovakia: (a) Yes. 

(b) The wife cannot claim to be exempted, 

Denmark: (a) Yes, but she can be exempted. 

(b) Yes. 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

El Sal vader: 

France: 

Greece: 

She cannot be exempted.· 

"Under the Constitution no person, being a Dominican 

national, may renounce his or her nationa.li ty, and hence 

the fact that a Dominican husband declares that he 

renounces Dominican nationality cannot affect his wife, 

A Dominican woman married to an alien may acquire her 

husband's nationality and his consent is not required." 

(a) Yes. 

She cannot be exempted. 

No answers to these questions. 

Acquisition of French nationality by the husband does not 

extend to the wife. She must apply for naturalization 

jointly with her husband, and need not comply with the 

five-year residence requirement. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

She may, however, renounce the Greek nation~lity within 

a year after her husband's naturalization by declaration 

to the local authorities ·Of her residence, She must 

in this case establish that she has retained her former 

nationality. 

Guatemala: No. 

Iceland: 

India: 

She cannot claim to be included in the acquisition or 

be naturalized subject to certain exemptions from the 

ordinary requirements.· 

Yes 

No, unless she makes a declaration of acquisition of 

British nationality within one year from the date of 

her husband's naturalization. 

J:.l Information furnished by Mrs. New in collaboration with a Committee on 
the Legal Status of Women of the Chinese Association of University Women. 

/Netherlands 
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Netherlands: Yes. 

New Zealand: 

'Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

. Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 

There is in these cases no exception to·the rule that a· 
' 

woman during her marriage has the nationality of her 

husband. 

(a) No. She may, however, m~ke an independent application 

for a certificate of naturalization, and thi·s .may b'e 

granted to her ·notwithstanding that the usual requirements 

· of the law governing naturaliz~tion have not been complied 

with. 

(b) Yesl in the case in which the inhabitants of a 

territory coming under British sovereignty are generally 

involv~ct. The wife cannot claim to be exempted. (The 

position in Western Samoa and the Cook Islands is the 

same as in New Zealand). 

(a) Citizenship should also be granted to the wife unless 

reasons exist for exceptions to be made. The woman shall, 

as a general rule, have the opportunity to declare her 

views in the matter before the application is decided. 

In such cases, a pledge of loyalty must also be made by 

the wife. 

(b) Yes. 

If an alien acquires British nationality by naturalization, 
\ 

his wife, if not a British subject, does not acquire 

British nationality only by. virtue· of her marriage, unless 

within twelve months from the date of her husband's 

naturalization she makes a declaration that she desires 

to acquire British nationality. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

The wife cannot claim to be exempted because she follows 

the nationality of her husband, unless she is not qualified 

to be naturalized herself. 

(a) Yes • 

(b) Yes. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

T.he wife cannot claim to be exempted .. 

(a) The King decides in each individual case whether the 

naturalization should extend to the wife. As a rule, she 

is offered an opportunity to express her wishes in this 

/respect • If 
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reQpect. lf she remains a citizen of a.foreign country 
' . 

despite h~r htisba~d'·s naturalization, Swedish citizenship 

cannot be given to her unless she has consented thereto. 

(b) Yes, when husband acquires Swedish nationality upon 

reaching twenty-two years by reason of birth in Sweden · 

and permanent residence there, the wife acquires Swedish 

nationality if she is resident in SWeden or takes up 

residence in this country while her·marriage still remains 
' 

undissolved and while her husband is still a Swedish 

citizen. 

She cannot claim to be exempted. 

Syria: Yes. She retains, however, her right to resume her 

original nationality as per Article 4 of the Nationality 

Law. 

Turkey: No. 

Union of Yes. 

South Africa: The lawful wife cannot claim to be exempted, 

United Kingdom: (a) Yes, subject to her opting to make a declaration of 

acquisition of British nationality. . 

United States 

of America: 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

Yugoslavia: 

In Newfoundland when an alien becomes a British subject, 

his wife is deemed to be a British subject also. There 

is no·provision in the Newfoundland Act similar to 

Section 10; paragrap~ 5 of the United Kingdom Act. 

(b) There are no other cases. 

(a) (b) No. Either wives or husbands in such cases may 

be naturalized individually under facilitated procedure. 

No. 

(a) The alien wom~n whose husband acquires Venezuelan 

nationality, from the time when she declares in proper 

form before the appropriate authorities her desire to 

~ecome a Venezuelan subject and her explicit renunciation 

of her former nationality will be considered as a 

naturalized Vene~uelan subject. 

No. ·If the wife wishes to acquire the citizenship of the 

Federa~ People's Republic of Yugoslavia her husband 

acquired, she has the right to apply for the admittance of 

citizenship eithe~ separately or by signing the application 

submitted by her husband. If she applies after her 

husband has already acquired citizenship, she will be 

naturalized similarly as in the case of a woman foreigner 

marrying a citizen of the FP.RY.. 
/Cha"Pter III 
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Chapter III: Right of the Wife to Change·Her Nationality 

Independently During Marriage 

Question III (1) 

Can a Married Woman Renounce Her Nationality in Her Own Right 

(a) 

(b) 

independently 

with her husband's consent. 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

Colombia: 

I 

No answer to this question. 

She cannot renounce Belgian nationality without her 

husband's authorization. 

(a) Yes. 

(a) Yes. 

(a)· Yes. 

A married woman can renounce her nationality in her owp 

right by permission of the Ministry of the Interior.!/ 

(a) Yes. 

Cuba: (a) Yes, 

Czechoslovakia: (a) No. 

Denmark: 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

Renunciation of Danish citizenship is not known, but a 

person who is a foreign citizen can be released from his 

relations as a citizen of Denmark. The rules are the 

same for men and women, The husband's consent is not 

necessary for the release of the wife. 

" ... no Dominican national of either sex can claim foreign 

nationality, and the law may introduce penalties for 

persons who, whilst being Dominican, claim foreign 

na·cionali ty whether by naturalization, marriage or for 

any other reason as provided in Article 8, Section 4, 
paragraph 1 of the Constitution. How·ever, as an 

exception, a Dominican woman married to an alien may 

acquire her husband's nationality and will then lose 

her Dominican nationality of origin. This loss of 

her nationality of origin by a married woman as a result 

of her acquiring her alien husband's natio~ality is an 

automatic process and no exceptions are provided." 

She loses her nationality on marriage to an alien. 
• 

1/ Information furnished by Mrs. New in collaboration with a Committee 
on the Legal Status an~ Treatment of Women of the Chinese Association 
qf University Women. 

/El Salvador: 



El Salvador: 

France: 

Greece: 

Gua~emala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

Netherlands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 

Syria: 

Turkey: 

(a) Yes. 
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The married woman need not be authorized by her husband 

·in matters of nationality. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(a) Yes,. 

(a) orily if she· has acquired the nationality of a foreign 

country. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(a) No, 

(b) No. 

(a) Yes, where any right of renunciation exists, but not 

otherwise. 

(b) Husbandts consent is not necessary and cannot affect 

the issue. 

(The position in Western Samoa and the Cook Islands is the 

same in New Zealand.) 

(a) Yes. 

A British-born woman who acquires alien nationality by 

virtue of her marriage with an alien can reacquire British 

nationality by naturalization independently of her husband. 

(a) No. 

(b) No, unless the husband himself renounces his 

nationality. 

(a) Yes, 

(b) Yes. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(b) Swedish citizenship can be renounced only in such 

in Article 2 of the Citizenship 

Ac,t of 1924. Hmfever, there is a general provision, 

according to which the King may upon application release 

a subject from Swedish citizenship. Such ~pplication qan 

be made independently. 

cases as are referred to 

No. 

1. (a) Yes. 

(b) Husband's consent.is not required. 

Union of South (a) No. 

Africa: (b) No. 

/United Kingdom: 



<E)ON .6/8'2 
Page 34 

United Kingdom: (a) (b) No. 

United States 

of .America: 

Uruguay: 

Veneuzuela: 

:lugoslavia: 

Question III (2) 

(a) Yes. Under certain conditions prescribed by law, 

a citizen may voluntarily renounce her nationality'before 

a designated official. A person may forfeit citizenship 

by certain specified acts, such as an unauthorized· 

extended residence outside the United States or by 

voluntarily obtaining natt~alizatiqn in another country. 

(h) The husband's consent is not required. 

A married woman who is an alien but legally a citizen of 

Uruguay may renounce her citizenship by subsequent 

naturalization independently of her husband. 

No answer to this· question. 

(a) The married woman may renounce·the citizenship of 

the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia independently 

of the wish of her husband if she complies with legal 

conditions. 

Can the Alien Wife of an Alien Husband be Naturalized in Her Own Right 

(a) independently 

(b) -.;·rith her husband 1 s consent 

Argentina: No reply to this question. 

Belgium: (a) Every person enjoying full legal capacity and 

complying with legal age and residence requirements may 

apply for naturali-zation.· 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

Colombia: 

Cuba: 

(b) A foreign married woman may ask for naturalization 

with her husbandrs consent even if he retains his nationality. 

(a) Yes. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Not necessary. 

(a) Yes. 

(a) The alien wife of an alien husband can be naturalized 

in her own right provided that she can fulfill all the · 

requiremen~s of the law.~/ 
No answer to this question. 

(a) Yes. 

Information given in the report presented by Mrs. New prepared in 
collaboration with a Committee on the Legal Status and Treatment of 
Women of the Chinese .Association of ~niversity Women. 

/Czechoslovakia: 



CzE?choslovakia: 

Denmark: 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

El Salvador: 

France: 

Greece: 

Guatemala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

Netherlands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: . 

Poland: 

(a) No. ·She can be naturalized only w~th her husband. 

(a) Ye.s. 

No reply to this question. 

No. 

(a) Yes. 

The married woman need not be authorized by her husband 

in matters of nationality. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

No answer to this question. There are no provisions on 
\ . 

this subject. A woman's liberty and independence are 

based on the fact that there are no limitations for 

her, and that naturalization is treated by the law 

without distinction as to sex. 

(a) Yes. 

Yes. Section 27, paragraph 1 of the Act of the 

Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914 defines an 

alien as "a person who is not a British subject" 

without reference to marriage and the wife of an aliea · 

is also an alien. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(a) No, except in the case where the Minister of Internal 

Affairs is satisfied that the applicant is the subject 

of a state at war with His Majesty and that the applicant 

was at birth a British subject. 

(b) Husband's consent is not necessary, and cannot 

affect the issue. 

(The position is the same in Western Samoa and Cook 

Islands as in New Zealand.) 

(a) Yes. 

There is no provision for naturalization of an alien 

woman independently of her husband in the British 

Nationality and Status of Aliens Act of 1914. 
(a) There is no legal disqualification against the 

naturalization of an alien wife of an alien husband 

either independently of her husband or 
,, 

(b) with her husband's consent. 

No answer to this question. 

/siam: 
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Siam: 

Sweden: 

Syria: 

Turkey: 

Union of South 

Africa: 

(a) (b) Yes, at the discreti0n of the Government. 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Her husband's consent is not required. 

No. 

(a) (b) Her husband's consent is not necessary. 

Yes, but only in special•cases. Section 12 of 

.A:ct l\To. 19 of 1926 provides: "The wi"fe of a British 

subject shall in the Union be deemed to be a British 

subject and the wife of an alien in the Union shall 

be deemed to be an alien. 

"Provided that where a man ceases during the continuance 

of his marriage to be a British subject it shall be 

lawful for his wife to make a declaration that she 

desires to retain British nationality and thereupon 

she shall in the UniGn be deemed to be a British 

subject. 

"Provided further that where an alien is a subject of 

a state at war with His Majesty it shall be lawful 

for his wife if she was a British subject prior to her 

marriage to such alien to make a declaration that she 

desires to resume British nationality apd thereupon 

the Minister, if he is satisfied that it is desirable 

that she be permitted to do so,.may grant her a 

certificate of naturalization for any period which he may 

deem desirable and at the termination thereof for an 

extension of that period if considered necessary." 

United Kingdom: (a) No, except as provided in Section 10 (6) of the 

British NAtionality and Status of Aliens Act of 1914/33. 

(b)· No. 

Where naturalization or revocation of naturalization 

is involved the Governor of the territory, or in the 

case of Newfoundland, the Commissioner for Home Affairs 

and Education, grants or revokes the certificate subject, 
. . 

except in the case of Newfoundland, to the approval 

of the Secretary of State, in ·accordance with Section 8 
of the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act, 1914. 

United States of (a) Yes. 

America: 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

(b) 

(a) 

The husband's consent is not required. 

Yes, 

No answer to this question. 

/Yugoslavia: 



yugoslavia: 
. 
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The woman f0reigner whose husband is also a foreigner, 

may be naturalized independently of the wish ol her 

·husband if she COII}plies with the conditions stipulated 

in the citizenship law, The citizenship law of the 

Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia does not in 

this respec~ make any difference either between men 

and women or between an unmarried and a married woman 

foreigner. 

/Chapter IV: Effect 



Chapter IV: Effect of the Dissolution of Marriage 

on the Nationality of the Wife 

Question IV (1) A 

Upon the Marriage being Dissolved does a Wife 

(a) Re-acquire the Nationality Lost by Marriage 

(i) automatically 

(ii). subject to certain requirements beii~g fulfilled (state these; 

(iii) by a simplified naturalization procedure. 

Argentina: No reply to this question. 

Belgium: 

Brazil: 

Canada: 

(a) (i) No. 

(ii) Yes. 

(iii) Yes .. 

After dissolution of the marriage· .she may retain Belgian 

nationality by option provided she has had residence 

in Belgium or in the Colony· during the previous year. 

This question is not applicable, as Brazilian law does 

not recognize marriage as a means of acquiring or 

losing nationality, 

(a) (i) No. 

(ii) Not applicable. 

(iii) Not applicable. 

Chile: This question is not applicable, as Chilean law does not 

recognize marriage as a means of acquiring nationality. 

China: 1. (a) (ii) Yes, subject to the permission of the 

Minister of Intertor.Y 

Colombia: No answer to this question. 

·cuba: (a) and all three sub-questions - No. 

Czechoslovakia: (a) (i) No. In Slovakia a woman vho by release 

Denmark: 

of her husband from his nationality or owing to the fact 

that he is missing or by marriage with a foreigner if 

she is legally divorced, or separated from her husband, 

or has become a widow, is on her own request to be. 

reinstated as a Czechoslovak national, provided she was 

a Czechoslovak national prior to her marriage. 

No - to all three sub-questions. 

As to (iii) the conditions for re-acquisition are 

actually very lenient. 

~/ Information furnished by Mrs. New, in collaboration with a Committee 
on the Legal Status and Treatment of Women of the Chinese Association 
of University Women. 

/Domin+~an Republic: 



Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

El Salvador: 

France: 

Greece: 

Guatamala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

Netherlands: 
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A Dom~nican woman contracting marriage with an alien 

and expressing her wish to acquire her husband's 

nationality or. having acquired such nationality through 

marriage under relevant legislation may during marriage 

or upon its dissolution resume Dominican nationality 

upon making a declaration to this effect and taking up 

her residence in the Dominican Republic, if she has 

not already done so. 

(a) (ii) Yes. 

No - to all three sub-questions, 

•issolution· of the .marriage does not affect the 

nationality of the wife. 

(a) (iii) Yes. 

(a) ( i) No. 

(ii) In the case of the Guatemalan woman who lost her· 

nationality upon marrying an alien may recover Guatemalan 

nationality at any time - even though the marriage has 

not. been dissolved - by means of a·declaration in 

authentic form before the Minister of Foreign Relations 

or before a Guatemalan diplomatic or Consular agent at the 

place·of residence if she resides abrond. 

No answer to these questions. 

(a) ( i) No. 

(ii) Yes, by obtaining a certificate of naturalization. 

(iii) Simplification of the naturalization process 

extends to waiving of conditions of residence of 

Section 2 A of the Nationality and Status of Aliens Act, 

in the case of a woman who was a British national before 

her marriage to an alien. 

(a) (i) The.wife 1 s nationality lost by marriage is not 

automatically rencquired by the simple fact of th~ marriage 

being dissolved, 

(ii) The Dutch nationality, however, is rea~quired 

if the woman.within a year after the dissolution of her 
• marriage applies to a competent authority and expresse~ 

the wish to reacquire the Dutch nationality. 

(iii) If a woman does not comply with the rule mentioned 

in (ii) she may reacquire the Dutch nationality by 

naturalization. 

/New Zealand: 
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New· Zealand: 

Norvray: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

Po~~nd: 

Siam: 

:>:eden: 

Syria: 

(a) A~ nationality cannot be lost on marriage, the 

question fs not applicable. 

(a) ( ii) Divorce has no effect ~ ~ on the wife's 

citizenship. Citizenship can be reacquired, however, 

by decree in accordance with. the regulations c.ontained 

in the Citizenship Act Article 4. 
(iii) Citizenship is often granted in these cases 

even if the conditions contained in the first paragraph 

of Article 5 of the Citizen~hip Act are not fulfilled. 

A w·ife does not lose her nationality by rea3on only of the 

deati.1 of her husband or dis solution of' her marriage. 

(a) ( i) No. 

(ii) Yes, subject to the requirement that she take an 

oath of allegiance to the Rep~blic of the Philippines, 

and register in the proper civil'registry. 

(iii) Nationality is not reacquired by simplified 

naturalizatj.on procedure. 

(a) (i) No. 

( i i) Yes. 

(iii) Yes. 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(iii) No. 

(a) Marriage to an alien does not in itself involve the 

loss of Swedish ci tizenshi:p. However, any Svredish-born 

person who has lost Swedish citizenship recovers the 

same by taking up residence in Sweden if he or she has 
10t acquired alien citizenship, or if such citizenship 

!JC; been acquir~d but later lost. .A. Swedish-born 

tt..~..ien who is resident in S"t·reden recovers Swedish 

citizenship automatically if he or she loses alien 

citizenship, while residing in this country. 

Svredj.sh citizenship can also be recovered by naturalization. 

In such cases ther,e ·are certain exemptions from the 

ordinary requirements, e.g., a former Swedish citizen 

can be naturalized vri thout having been resident in 
\ 

Sweden for five years as 6therwj.se is required. 

(a) She n:ay reacquire the nationality lost by marriage, 

subject to hor ~,ri.shes and residence in Syrian terri tory. 

(a) (i) No ans~:rer needed, in view of the fact that 

Turkish women re'tain their nationality when they are 
, 

married to foreigners. 
/(ii) An optional 
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(ii) An optional right is granted to alien women 

who have automatically become Turkish by marriage. After 

the dissoJ,.ution of the marriage during a period of three 

years they may either choose to regain their original 

nationality or remain Turkish citizens. 

(iii) No answer needed, in view of the ans~,rer to 

part ( i). 

Union of South (a) The wife does not reacquire the nationality lost by 

Africa: r'larriRr-;e. · She keeps the nationality acquired by marriage. 

United Kingdom: (a) (i) (';i.i) No. 

(iii) Yes. 

United States of (a) (i) Not applicable under present law. Dissolution 

America: of marriage does not affect citizenship status of the 

wife in the United States. 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

Yugoslavia: 

(ii) (iii) Not relevant. 

(a) No reply to this question .. 

(a) The dissolution of the marriage has no effect on 
I 

the nationality of the spouses or of their children. 

In the case of divorce the wife retains the citizenship 

she had while she was married. If the woman in question· 
' 

is a citizen of the Federal People's Republic of 

Yugoslavia, who after her marriage applied for .release 

from citizenship of the FPRY in order to obtain 

that of her husband foreigner whoi'l. she hns now divorced, 

such woman acquires the citizenship of the FPRY again. 

If the citizenship of the FPRY is reacquired, all the 

other conditions for naturalization need not be 

fulfilled. 

Question IV (l) ~ 

Upon the Marriage being Dissolved Does a Wife 

(b) Keep the nationali~y acquired by marriage. 

If not, does she lose it 

(i) automatically 

(ii) subject to certain raquirements bein8 fulfilled (state these) 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

Brazil: 

No reply to this question. 

(b) Yes. 

The question is not applicable, as Brazilian law does not 

recognize marriage as a means of acquiring or losing 

nationality. 

/canada: 
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Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

(b) (i) Yes, as to foreign nationality thus acquired, 

but Canadian citizenship is not ~cquired by marriage. 

This question is not applicable, as Chilean law does not 

recognize marriage as a means of acquiring nationality. 

The Chinese woman, having acquired foreign nationality 

through marriage to an alien, upon dissolution of such 

marriage keeps or loses her acquired nationality in 

accordance with relevant legislation of her former 

husband's country. 1/ 

Colombia: No answer to this question. 

Cuba: No answer to this question. 

Czechoslovakia: See reply to part (a) of this question. 

Denmark: Yes. 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 
\ 

El Salvador: 

France:· 

Greece: 

Guatemala: 

Iceland: . 
.. 

India: 

Netherlands: 

New Zealand: 

(b) (ii) ~is point is not covered by the answer. 

(b) No reply to this question. 

(b) (i) · Yes. 

D~ssolution of marriage does not affect the nationality 

of the'wife. 

(b) (i) Yes, unless she complies with the simplified 

procedure for reinstatement in her former nationality. 

An alien woman who acquired Guatemalan nationality 

through marriage with a Guatemalan national continues 

to enjoy the same nationality unless she makes a 

declaration renouncing it in the form indicated in the 

!eply to part (a) of this question. 

No answer ~o this question. 

Yes .. 

A woman who has acquired Dutch nationality by marriage 

keeps this nationality after the marriage has been 

dissolved. 

Under the present law nationality cannot be acquired by 

ma~riage. Nevertheless, the question is applicable 

to women who acquired British nationality automatically 

by marriage to British subjects prior to 9 October 1946. 
Such women do not lose the nationality acquired by 

marriage by reason of the dissolution of that marriage~ 

Note that the effect of a decree of nullity (as distinct 

from dissolution) of marriage is not the subject of inquiry. 

!J Information furnished by Mrs. New in collaboration with a Committee on 
the Legal Status and Treatment of vTOmen of the Chinese Association of 
University Women. 

/(The. position 



Norway: 

Pakistan: 

Philippines: 

Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 

~' ... >' . ·:; ~ ~ ' ' 
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· (The position i~ WesterrL Samoa and. Cook Islands is the . . . ~ 

' 
same as in New Zealand.) 

(b) Yes. 

A wife does not lose her nationality by reason only of the ~ 

death of her husband or dissolution of her marriage. 

Nationality &cquired by marriage of a Filippino woman 

may be lost by dissolution of the marriage 

(b) ( i) 

(ii) 

(b) ( i) 

(ii) 

(b) ( i) 

not automatically 

by failure to repatriate herself. 

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

(ii) No. 

An alien woman who has acquired Swedish nationality by 

marriage to a Swede keeps her citizenship after her 

marriage has been dissolved. 

Syria: (b) Yes. 

Turkey: (b) See the reply to part (a) of this question. 

Union of South The wife does not reacquire the nationality lost by 

Africa: marriage; she keeps the nationality acquired by marriage. 

United Kingdom: (b) Yes. 

While the statements given in reply to question IV of 

the position under the law in the United Kingdom represent 

in general the position in the territories of 

Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland, there is in 

fact no provision at present for naturalization under 

thetr law. 

United States of (b) (i) Not relevant. 

America: 

Uruguay: 

Venezuela: 

Yugoslavia:. 

(ii) See (i) above. 

(b) Upon her marriage being dissolved, a woman may 

renounce her nationality on the same terms as when she was 

a spinster or married. 

(b) The dissolution of the marriage has no effect on 

the nationality of the spouses or of their children. 

In the case of divorce the wife retains the citizenship 

she had while she was married. If the woman in question 
. . 

is a citizen of the Federal People's Republic of 

Yugoslavia, who after her marriage applied for the 

release from the citizenship of the FPRY in order to 

obtain the citizenship of her husband foreigner whom she 

/has now 
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has now divorced, such woman acquired the c-itizenship 

of the FPRY again. If the citizenship of the FPRY be · 
I 

reacquired, all the otherwise required conditions for 

naturalization need not be fulfilled. 

/Chapter V: 
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Chapter V: Nationality of children when parents are of 

different nationalities 

Question V 
In cases of husband and wife being of different nationality, 

right of a wife to transmit her nationality to her children 

is t:be 

. , 
(a) equal to that of her ·husband . 

(b) 

(c) 

greater than that of her husband 
' 

less than that of her husband 

(a) non•existent 

(e.) do the children have any voice 

(i) during minority 

(ii) upon attaining majority 

in the matter 

(f) ~re any other factors taken into account. 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

(a) Children born within the territory of the Republic, 

whatever the nationality of their parents (with the~ 

exception of children of foreign ambassadors and members 

of legations resident in the Republic) and children of 

Argentine-born parents born abroad vrho choose Argentine 

citizenship are Argentine nationals. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) 

(a) 

(e) 

No. 

Yes. 

Children born abroad or in the colony from parents, 
' \ 

one of whom has or had Belgian nationality, may acquire 

Belgian nationality by optic::! .. 

(i) They may opt on reaching the age of sixteen and 

until they reach the age of twenty-two. 

(f) Minor children not emancipated become Belgian when 

the parent who has guardianship over them voluntarily 

recovers Belgian nationality. In this case, however, they 

may renounce Belgian nationality until they reach the age 

of twenty-two provided they can establish that they have 

foreign nationality or will thereby reacquire it. 

Minor children not emancipated of a Belgian parent 

who has become an alien under Section 18, paragraph 1 of 

the law and has guardianship over'them will lose their 

Belgian nationality if they acquire the foreign nationality 

at the same time as their parent. The child who has lost 

Belgian nationality under Section 18, paragraph 4 may 

/recover 
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Brazil: 

Canada: 

Chile.: 

China: 

recover such nationality between the ages of sixteen and 

twenty-two by option, provided the child resided habitually . 
I ' 

in Belgium or in the colony during the previous year. 

Nationality is determined by the place of birth. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes, except for children born out of wedlock or if 

the mother is a widow or has the legal custody of the 

child. 

(e) (i) No. 

(ii) No, except under conditions outlined in (d) and 

when the child Anjoys dual nationality until 

majority. 

(f) No. 

No reply to this question. 

There is no explicit provision in the Chinese nationality 

law defining the right of a national wife to transmit her 

nationality. This right, however, may be presumed to be 

less than that of her husband. Under Article 1 of the 

nationality law, "the following are deemed to be citizens 

of the Republiq of China: (1) Any person who3e father 

was at the da~e of the birth a Chinese citizen; (2) Any 

posthumous child whose father was a ChineBe citizen at 

the date of his death; (3) Any person whose father is 

unknown or possesses no nationality but whose· mother is a 

Chinese citizen". 

Article 2 of the same law also says "An alien may 

acquire citizenship of the Republic of China under any one 

of the following conditions: (2) If he is duly recognized 

by his father who is a Chinese citizen; (3) if th~ father 

is unknown or unrecognized but he is recognized by his 

mother \'Tho is a Chinese citizen." 

Article 1059 of' the Chinese Civil Code provides: "A 

child assumes the SUL1 name of the father. Where the husband 

is married into the house of the wife, the child assumes 

the surname of the mqther, but where it has been otherwise 

agreed upon, such agreement shall be followed .•.• The wife 

has the right to transmit her nationality to her children 

only after the husband has expressly waived his right in 
1/ . 

this respect. " - . . 

l/ Information furnished by ¥...:.'s. New in collaboration with a Committee on 
· - the Legal Status and Treatment of Women of the Chinese Associat~on of 

• 
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Jolombia: (a.) No. · 

(e) ( ii) Yes. 

cuba: (e) (ii) Yes. 
czechoslovakia: Law No. 102 of 1947 does not settle the question of Ghe 

nationality of children of parents of different 

nationalities. Legitimate children or children subsequently 

leg:i.timized by their father have his nationality and 

Denmark: 

Dominican 

Republic: 

Egypt: 

El Salvador: 

. France: 

during minority follow him in any change of nationality. 

If the mother of illegitimate children marries a man 

other than the father, the children do not follow the 

mother in the matter of nationality if she changes that 

nationality. 
/ 

(e) (ii) Children on attaining their majority do not 

follow their parents in the latter change of nationality. 

The citizenship of a wife has no influence on the children 

born in wedlock or legitimized in marriage as the 

citizenship of these children c.r_tirt=·ly de:J;e-r:ds en 7.hc.t 

of the father. 

Where husband and wife have different nationalities, then 

under private international law it is not the wife but the 

husband who transmits his nationality to the children, 

since such a case of conflict between the respective laws 

of the two different countr~es cannot be decided by 

municipal: law. 

She has lost her nationality and cannot transmit it to her 

children~ 

When parents are of different nationalities and the wife 

is Salvadorean, the legitimate children born in 

. El Salvador are Salvadorean, unless they manifest 

intention to the contrary on attaining majority before the 

authorities of their domicile. This declaration must be 

made during the year following their coming of age. In 
other cases, the legitimate children follow the nationality 

of their father. 

(a) to (d) The mother's right to transmit her French 

nationality to her children is slightly inferior to that 

of the father: 

(1) The child born in France of a foreign father 

and a French mother is French. 

(2) The child born abroad of a foreign father and 

/a French 
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· Greece: 

Guatemala: 

Iceland: 

India: 

a French mother is French unless·the child renounces 

thi~ nationality within the six months before coming 

of age, provided 

(a) that it has the father's nationality by 

aff:Jliation 

(b) that it has fulfilled its military 

obligations if any in the father's country. 

(e) The child may renounce his French nationality on 

reaching· the age of sixteen with the autb.orization of its 

legal representa·IJiVe, on reaching the age of eighteen 

without any authorization. 

(f) ~'he child may also lose this faculty in certain 

conditions provided by Sec·cion 32 of the French Code of 

nationality. 

(c) Yes. 

(e) (i) (ii) No. 

(f) Domicile. 

(a) Yes. 

(e) (i) (ii) No. 

(f) Yes, Domicile and place of birth, or if according 

. to the laws of the place of birth children have no right 

to foreign nationality or having the right to choose 

Guatemalan nationality. 

(d) Non-existent except as regards her chilc1ren born 

before the marriage. 

(e) ( i) On ru=:-.chinc the a13o of seventeen if they are 

born in IcE::le.nd and have domicile~ there since, 

they automatically acqui~e Icelandic nationality. 

They may also apply for it independently at any 
.t. • 
~.~~mo. 

(a) .~o right at all. Howev.er, under Section 12 (1) of 

tho British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act "where 
.. 

a person being a British subject ~oases to b0 a British 

subje;ot 1·rhcther r.y declaration of alienage or otherwise 1 

every child of tha-t parson being a minor shall thereupon 
' r-ease.to be a Brit'lsh subject unless such child of that 

person cGa.sing to bG a Bri tj.sh subject doos not become 

by the law of any other country naturalized in that 

country. 

/"Provided 
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"Provided that v7here a 'Wido'W 'Who is a British 

$Ubject marries an alien, any children by a former 

.husband shall not by reason only of her marriage cease 

to be a British subject, whether he is residing outside 

His Majesty's dominions or not." 

(e) (ii) Yes. 

(f) No. 

As a general rule these questions cannot be answered, 

as the ans'Wers depend on the legislation of the country 

to which-tho husband belongs. If a Dutch 'Woman 

marries a stateless person or a man of unkno'Wn 

nationality, the nationality of the 'Wife devolves 

automatically upon the children born of that marriage, 

provided that they are born in the metropolitan 

territory of the Netherlands. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(f) No. 

British nationality as fa:..· as it is a matter of .ius 

sanguinis is inherited only from the paternal side. 

(The position in \·7estern Samoa and the Cook Islands 

is the same as 1.n Nmv Zealand.) 

The wife's right to transfer her citizenship to her 

children is inferior to that of her husband" 

The children inherit the nationality of the'ir father and 

not of their mother. In the event of the father 

ceasing to be a British national, the minor children 

can within one ye~r after reaching majority make a 

declaration that they 'Wish to rest®e British nationality 

.and shall therep.pon again become British nationals. 

In case ~f husband and wife being of different nationality, 

the right. of a national wife to transmit her nationality 
' to her children is non-existent because the children 

of the marriage follow the citizenship of the husband. t . 
(e) ( ii) rm ... <; children have a "'.roice in the matter upon 

attainir~ reajority by electing between the citizenship 

of thG parents. t 
No other factors aro taken into account. 

/Poland: 

J 
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· :Poland: 

Siam: 

Sweden: 

Syria: 

Turkey: 

(d) Non-existent. 

(e) (ii) Yes. 

(a) No. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(f) No. 

Only illegit!mate children of the wife derive Swedish 

citizenship from her by birth • . 
Legitimate children acquire Swedish citizenship by birth 

only if the father is a Swedish c~tizen. 

If an alien man acquires Swedish citizenship whether by 

naturalization or otherwise, this acquisition extends 

or can be eAtended to his legitimate unmarried children 

under the age of 21 under the same conditions as in regard 

to his wife • However, the wife 's or the children's 

consent is ·not in 3ny case necessary. 

If an alien woman acquires S"tved:ish citizenship 

independently and not by marriage, this acquisition 

correspondingly extends or can 'be extended to (1) her 

illegitimate children, unless t;he father is an alien and 

is their legal guardian; (2) her legitima·te children . 

if she is a widow; .(3} her legitimate children if she is . 
divorced or legally separated :from her husband, provided 

that she is the guardian of the children. 

(d) The wife has not the right to transnli t her 

nationality to her children. 

(e) (ii) One year after attliining majority. 

Vlhen children attain the age of majority they are 

independent of their parents in deciding which 

nationality to adopt • Children vlho are minors are 

dependent upon their fathers insofar as their nationality 

is concerned. In matters'of nationality minors may be 
... 

dependent upon their mothers only when the latter are 

w·idows or when the former. are born Turkish outside of 

marital relationship. 

/Union of South Africa: 
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(a) to (a) .The wife has no right whatsover of 

. transmitting nationality to her children • 

(e) The children have no voice in the matter. 

(f) No. Other factors are not taken into account. 

(a) Yes. 

(e) No. 

'(f) No. 

(a) Yes. 

(e) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Y_es. 

(f) No, not in distinction between men and women. 

The rights 

husband. 

(a) Yes. 

of the wife are the same as those of the 

(e) (ii) Yes. 

Under Article 9, paragraph 1 of the Citizenship Law 

of the Federal ,People's Republic of Yugoslavia, ''if one 

of the matrimonial partners is a citizen of the FPRY 

and the other a foreign citizen, the children of such 

marriage acquire the citizenship of the FPRY under the 

conditions stipulated in Article 4 of the Citizenship 

Law of the FPRY". In such a case, it does not make 

any difference whether the matrimonial partner who is 

a citizen of the FPRY is the husband or the wife; 

accordingly here, too, the principle of a full equal:i:by 

of man and woman has been made effective. 

/Chapter VI: 
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Chapter VI: Effect of the Nationality of Each of the Spouses 

on the Eligibility of the Family to Immigration 

Question VI 

1. Under the immigration laws, what is the effect of a woman's 

nationality on the admission of 

(a) 

(b),. 
(c) 

2, What 

Argentina: 

Belgium: 

l3ra4il: 

· Canada: 

Chile: 

China: 

-·---

her alien husband 

her alien children 

her \ilien parents 

is the effect of a husband's nationality in this respect. 

Under Argentine law nation~lity of a husband or wife 

of whatever kind ha~ not any effect whatever on any 

legal provision applicable to either of them. 

(a) (b) (c) and 2. No effect whatever. 

The wife's admission into Belgium depends upon her 

nationality. If she is Belgian, .she will be admitted to 
. 

Belgian terri tory at any time and without rest:rictions. 

In practice, admission of an alien married to a Belgian 

wife is considered more favourably. 

(a) The husband remains excluded from the entry quota 

and right of re-admission. 

(b) (c) No reply. 

Same answers as for the wife. 

The woman's ~ationality has no effect on the admission 
' . 

of her alien husband, children or parents, nor does the 

husband's nationality have any effect in the matter. 
' . Canadian immigration regulations are based on family 

relationship rather than .on nationality .. 

(a) (b) (c) None. 

China has no immigration laws like those of the United 

States. Only in cases where an alien husbann or alien 

children or alien parents apply to the Chinese Consular 

authorities abr6ad for entrance visas to China, may the 

fact of the Chinese nationality and the Chinese 

residence of the applicant's wife or mother or 

daughter respectively constitut~ grounds for granting 

such application. 

The effect of the husbandts nationality in this 

respect would most likely be similar to the above cases. 1/ 

. !J Information given in t~e report presented by Mrs. New prepared in 
collaboration with a Committee on the Legal 9tatus and Treatment of 
WoilJ,en, of the Chinese Association of University Wo..nen. 

/colombia: 



Colombia: No answer to these questions. 

Cuba: No answer to these questions. 

czechoslovakia: There exist no specia~ laws dealing with these matters 

in connection with·immigration. 

Denmark: No reply to these questions. 

Dominican "The immigration laws of the Dominican Republic apply 

Republic: equally to men and women, the same regulations for the 

Egypt: 

El Salvador: 

France: 

Greece: 
. ( 

Guatemala: 

admission into the country of spouses, parents and 

children of foreign nationality apply to both; but 

Dominican nationals only and not those retaining their 

foreign nationality, are subject to the laws of our 

Constitution and the provisions of international 

'treaties." 

(a) (b) (c) None. She has no nationality apart from 

.her husband. The husband's nationality is predominant 

in all cases. 

Nationality affects exclusively the person concerned. 

The laws on immigration make no discrimination on the 

basis of nationality and ethnical origins. Immigration 

possibilities depend exclusively on human and economic· 

factors. Therefore, the nationality of the wife has no 

effect on the concitions in which her husband, children 

and parents may be admitted to immigration. 

The husband's nationality cannot by itself modify the 

situatio~ of the woman residing on French territory. 

Nevertheless, in the three liberated departments of 

Alsace and Moselle, where the sojourn of German 

nationals is severe.ly. r,egulated, the admission as 
I 

labourers of those who have married a French wife is 

made easier. 

No answer to these questions. 

(a) There are no legal provisions in this res:pect, 

but if the wife· is Guatemalan it is morally taken 

into account. 

(b) The children of a Guatemalan woman born abroad 

are Guatemalan from the moment in which the~ establis.h 

residence in the country, and in view of t~1is their 

entry is facilitated. 

(c) Same answer as .to (a). 

The liusband's nationality gives the alien wife the right 

to enter and live in Guatemala. 

/Iceland: 
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Iceland: 

India: 

Nether lands: 

New Zealand: 

Norway: 

Pakistan: 

(a) (b) (c) No. 

The alien wife would acquire Icelandic nationality together 

with their children. 

Though no immigration laws exist, the effects follow from the 

enforcement of the British Natio~ality and Status of 

f1liens Act of 1914, with the sole exception of immigrants 

from the Union of South Africa. Entry into India and 

acquisition of rights by persons of British possessions is 

on a reciprocal basis regulated by the Reciprocity Act 1943. 

Notwithstanding the incorporation of the British 

Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914 in the 

constitution of the Union of South ffrica and the Union 

being a member of the British Commonwealth the Reciprocity 

(South Africa) Rules 1944 have declared that "any person· 

not being of Indian origin vrho is domiciled in the Union 

of South Africa" is a "prohibited immigrant 11
• 

There is no legal provision on the matter. 

Nationality of one spouse has no effect on the admission 

of the other, nor does the 'tvife's nationality affect the 

admission of her alien children or parents. 

The 1\ct of 22 A:pril 1927 regarding admission of aliens into 

the country in principle places all foreign citizens on an 

equal basis regardless of ·whether they are married to a 

Norwegian or not. 

There ar'? no immigration' laws, -and foreigners are 

ordinarily permitted to come to Pakistan for a definite period, 

Though the case of an alien husband and cnildren of a 

British woman is governed by the general rules regarding the 

admission of foreigners into Pakistan, the Bri tj.sh 

nationality of the "tvife is taken into consideration while 

deciding such cases. The alien parents of a British woman 

are allowed to come to Pakistan only on compassionate 

grounds·, i.e., if they are entirely dependent upon her, 

ar:d arrangements cannot be made to look aft~r them in their 

own country. 

The alien wife of a Pakistan national is allowed. to live . 

with her husb~nd.in Pakistan, but she is required to obtain 

a visa for this country unless she acquires British 

nationali·Gy. 

/Philippines: 
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1. Under the immigration laws the effect of a woman's 

nationality on the admission of (a) her alien husband 

'is that he may be admitted into the ·Philippines as a 

rion-quota immigrant if accompanied or following to join 

his national wife, if not otherwise barred; (b) her 

alien children, is that such children under 21 years of age 

may be admitted into the Philippines as non-quota 
I 

immigrants if accompanying or following to join their 

national mother; (c) her alien parents, none. 

2. The ali'en husband 1 s nationality in this respect is 

immaterial. 

No answer to these questions, 

The ansvrer to both questions and sub-questions is "no effect". 

There are no provisions on immigration, but in practice the 

admission of a Swedish woman's alien husband and children 

is facilitated to a certain extent depending on the 

circumstances in each individual case. The same applies to 

alien family member~ of a Swedish man. 

1. (a) (b) (c) The woman's nationality facilitates her 

admission. 

2. No reply to this question. 

The ansvrers to both questions and sub-questions is "no 

effect whatsoever". 

South I:..frica: A woman's nationality has no effeut in the stated cases. 

1~ husband's nationality equally has no effect in this 

respect. 

United Kingdom: 1. (a} (b) (c) Whereas all foreigners seekins admission to 

the United Kingdom must obtain leave of an Immigration-Officer 
to land·and such leave cannot be given or guaranteed in 

advance of their arrival, British-born women and the husbands 

and dependent children of women of British birth and stock 

are freely admitte~ to the United Kingdom, so long as there 

is no personal objection to the individual concerned 

(e.g. on grounds of security or public order). Application~ 

in respect of alien parents are considered on their merits 

in the light of the circumstances of each case regardless of 

the national status of their sons or daughters.v 

(a) Regarding the United Kingdom dependencies and overseas 

territories, a woman's British nationality has no legal 

/effect 
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effect on the nationality of her husband, but "trould be . . 
evidence in favour of her husband's application to enter 

or join her in a United Kingdom dependency or overseas 

territory. 

(b) Alien children if minors, would not normally be refused·, 

permission to join their British mother. If entering the 

territory with her they would, presumably travel on her 

British passport'and no nationality question wou~d then arise, 

(c) Applications by aliens to join their children in 

United Kingdom Dependencies or Cv-erseas Territories are 

considered on their merits, The fact of one of the children 

being British would be evidence in th~ir favour. 

2. (a) The alien wife of a British subject is invariably 

treated· as though she were a British subject, though this 

is not prescribed by law. 

The replies to 1 (c) apply to 2 (b) and' (·c) mutatis 

mutandis. 

In Southern Rhodesia the nationali'ty of a husband domiciled 

in the colony does not affect the admission of his wife, 

children under the age 'of 16, or his parents. 

While the replies given above to Question VI are in general 

applicable to the High Commission territories of 

Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protectorate and Svraziland, it 

should be pointed out that under Roman-Dutch law, which 

applies in the three territories, a wife and children from 

the marriage take the nEittionali ty of . the husband. 

United States . 1. (a) If she is· a citizen of the United States and "\vas 

of America: married prior to 1 January 1948, her alien husband may 

enter on visa ~s a non-quota ~igrant, unless he is 

inadmissible under the immigration laws. If the woman 

citizen married on or after 1 January 1948, her husband 

may be admitted only as a preference quota immigrant; 

i.e., included in the fifty per cent per annum preferred 

class who are first entitled to visas. 

If the citizen.wife is serving in, or has an honourable 

discharge from, the United States armed forces of the Second 

World War, and application for admission of her alien 

husband is made before 28 December 1948, he may be admitted 

as a non~quota immigrant under special waiver of 

certain qualitative provisions and documentary requireme~ts·, 

of the immigration law, provided he is otherwis~ eligible 

for admissi.on. /(b) If her 

., 




