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SUMMARY 

At its thirty-sixth session, the Commission on the Status of Women 
recommended seven draft resolutions and two draft decisions for adoption by 
the Economic and Social Council. 

In draft resolution I, entitled "Improvement of the status of women in 
the Secretariat'', the Council would, inter alia, strongly urge the 
SP.cu�t.ar.y-(�eneral t,, increase the munber of women in senior policy-level and 
(1,,,· i.:;ion-111aki1vJ posts in 0rtler. to achieve an overall participation rate of 
'.l'.i per i::eut. hy .l905, with 25 per cent of that rate in posts at the D-1 level 
aJlll above. 

In draft resolution :n, enti tlecl "Women and children under apartheid", 
the Council '•Ottl<l, inter alia, demand the immediate unconditional release of 
all political prisoners and detainees, and request the Centre against 
Apartheid to widen and strengthen its cooperation with the Division for the 
Advancement of Women, with a view to creating specific programmes of 
assistance to South African women to participate fully in the process of 
transition of their country towards a non-racist democracy. 

In draft resolution IIL entitled "Situation of and assistance to 
Palestinian women'', the Council would demand that Israel, the occupying power, 
accept the de jure applicability of the Geneva Convention, demand an end to 
tl,e Israeli ·6vlation of humc'\n rights in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
.i.ucludim:J au immediate haJ.t ':o the Is,:aeli settlement activities, and request 
1J1p r;P.cretury-Genernl t,, 1:ontinue h.i.0 P.fforts in monitoring the implementation 
oJ: the recommenuat.i.ous 1:•.mtctinecl .i.u the report of the mission of experts. 

In �lraf I: resolution JV, enti tlecl "Convention on the Elimination of All 
F•nms of Discrimination against Women", the Council would propose that the 
twelfth session of the Committee should be of three weeks' duration and 
recommend that tl1ree weeks be allocated for each subsequent session until the 
Committee removes its backlog in considering reports. 

In draft resolution V, entitled "Violence against women in all its 
forms", the Council would call on Governments to recognize that the 
elimination of violence against women is essential to the achievement of 
equality for women and is a requirement for the full respect of human rights, 
anu decide to convene an inter-sessional working group of the Commission, open 
to all Member States and observer States, to further develop a draft 
(10,r;laration on violence against women, with a view to recommending a draft 
declaration to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council. 

In drnft n�soluU.on v:r:, entitled "Communications on the status of women", 
U1P <.:onucil would 1:8;;1.ff.irm that U1e Commission on the Status of Women is 
('"'l"'we,:prl tr, mi:'lke recommencl.ations t_,_, the Council on what action should be 
'·"·''":" ')ll ,::-m�Jr9ing t.rewJs r1..o•J patterns r)f dis er imination against women revealed 
),y i;nc:li c<Jmmunicat.iorn,, and woulrl. request the Commission to consider, as 
appropriate, ways of making the existing procedure for receiving and 
cousiclering communications more transparent and efficient. 
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In draft resolution VIL entitled "Advancement of women and human 
rights", the Council would call upon the Preparatory Committee for the World 
Conference on Hwnan Rights to take into account the existence of de facto as 
well as �e jure discrimination, which continue to impede women's full 
enjoyment of their economic, social and cultural rights, as well as their 
civil and political rights, and would request the Commission to establish, 
during its thirty-seventh session, an open-ended working group to consider its 
contribution to the World Conference. 

In draft decisions I and II, the Council would take note of the 
P''J'Jisioirn.l a9enda and documentation for the thirty-seventh session of the 
,·.,mm i r;sion on the Statur; of Women and would approve the convening of four 
a��itional meetings during the session for preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference 0n Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace. 

1'he Commission also adopted eight resolutions. 

Iu resolution 36/J., entitled "Advancement of women and the family", the 
Commission recommended to the Commission for Social Development that it take 
.i.nto account a nwnber of elements when preparing for the 1994 International 
Year of the Family. 

In resolution 36/2, entitled "Inclusion of the question of women in the 
agendas of forthcoming international meetings", the Commission recommended to 
Member. States that they include the question of women in the agendas of the 
World Conference on Human Rights and the International Conference on 
Population and Development, to be held in 1993 and 1994 respectively. 

In r':'solut.ion 36/3, entitled "Women in decision-making bodies", the 
r_:omm:i.ssion m:9ed Governments to appoint women to all executive decision-making 
J,uaies and requested the Secretary-General to disseminate information on the 
,:,,111pnsi tion 0[ high-level decision-making bodies at the national level, 
1·•�9ional and international levels, disaggregated by sex. 

In resolution 36/4, entitled "Integration of elderly women into 
development", the Commission invited the competent organs of the United 
Nations to adopt an approach that would take into account all stages of life; 
requested the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights 
and the International Conference on Population and Development to include in 
their respective agendas discrimination on grounds of age and sex and the 
situation of elderly women and their integration in development. 

In resolution 36/5, entitled "Women and development", the Commission 
urged Governments to foster women's full participation in all areas of 
cl.eve 1 opmen t..

In resol.ntion 36/fJ, entitled "Women and the environment", the Commission, 
inter __ alia, nrge<J <;0ver.rnnents to adopt. .1.aws, policies and programmes to 
p1:•�mute w•Jmeu • s pa.r:ticipation in the preservation of the environment and 
1:0.•:cw>.r. ted the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on 
E11v_i_rrJrunent. m1(l Development at it:s four.th session to give full and substantive 
,;uJJsider.at.ion to the recommendations of the Commission concerning women and
the environment, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 46/167. 
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In resolution 36/7, entitled ''hdvancement of women and acts of terrorism 
n9ct.inst women", the Commission strongly condemned the acts of violence 
perpetrated by armed groups and by drug traffickers who terrorize and threaten 
the safety and lives of women. 

In resolution 36/8, entitled "Preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace", the 
Commission decidea to accept the offer of the Government of China to act as 
host for the Conference, and also decided that the Conference should be of a 
duration of 10 working days, and should be held at Beijing from 4 to 
15 September 1995. The Commission made recommendations regarding 
p,:u-ticipation in the Conference, recommended that the Secretary-General 
appoint a woman as Secretary-General of the Conference, not later than 1992, 
mid also recommende,:l. the staff for the Conference include persons from the 
developing countries. The Commission also recommended items for inclusion in 
1.iv-' c1qenc1:) ,_,f: �.he <'.rJnference and ontline reports to be prepared for the
<:,Jnfercnc� v.s well c1s drnft rules of procedure for consideration by the
Crwun.i.ssion at its thirty-seventh session. The Commission also made
,:0,:,,mmendc1.tj_0ns for the preparatory process of the Conference at the national
,".1'"1 regional levels. as weJ.J. as for the non-governmental organizations forum.
Tl18 Commission requested the Economic and Social Council to reconsider the
budget envisaged for the Conference.
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Chapter I 

MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION 

A. Draft resolutions

1.  The Commission on the Status of Women recommends to the Economic and 
Social Council the adoption of the following draft resolutions: 

DRAFT RESOLUTION I 

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Becalling Articles 8 and 101 of the Charter of the United Nations, and 
re�qlling also tlte Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of 
Wr)lneJJ, _:v in particular paragraphs 79, 306, 315, 356 and 358, in which 
imp0rtance is attached to the appointment of women in the Secretariat at 
�,�1d.•H decision-making and managerial levels, 

Recalling also the relevant resolutions and decisions of the General 
Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and other bodies that have been 
adopted since Assembly resolution 2715 (XXV) of 15 December 1970, in which the 
question of the employment of women in the Professional category was first 
addressed, 

Noting with concern that the goal of a 30 per cent participation rate of 
women in posts subject to geographical distribution by the end of 1990 had not 
been achieved by the end of 1991, 

Bearing in mind the goal of achieving by 1995 an overall participation 
rate of women of 35 per cent of all posts subject to geographical 
distribution, set by the General Assembly in resolutions 45/125 of 
l4 December 1990 and 45/239 C of 21 December 1990, and a participation rate of 
women in posts at the D-1 level and above, set by the Assembly in resolution 
1S/239 C, at 25 per cent of the total within the overall participation rate of 
women of 35 per cent in posts subject to geographic�l distribution, 

Also bearing in mind that a visible commitment of the Secretary-General 
is essential to the achievement of the targets set by the General Assembly of 

* For the discussion, see chap. II.

l/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.85. IV.10), chap. J., sect. A. 
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an overall participation rate of women of 35 per cent, and, at the D-1 level 
and above, of 25 per cent by 1995, 

!wl�JJ1..lJJ9 the progress report of the Secretary-General concerning the 
comprehensive study of the barriers to the advancement of women and elements 
of the action programme for the advancement of women in the Secretariat for 
tlw period 1991-1995, l_/ 

1. Strongly urge..s_ the Secretary-General to increase the number of women
in posts subject to geographical distribution, particularly in senior 
policy-level and decision-making posts, in order to achieve an overall 
participation rate of 35 per cent by 1995, and a goal of 25 per cent of the 
total within the overall participation rate of 35 per cent in posts at the D-1 
level and above, taking into consideration the need to increase the 
representation of women from countries with a low or no representation of 
women, especially from the developing countries; 

2. :tl1:ges the Secretary-General to appoint women to senior policy-level
and decision-making posts in his next appointments, and to achieve the targets 
set for the Secretariat by 1995; 

3. Jl.!:ges_ the Secretary-General to ensure that achievement of these
90.1J.G will not be impeded by the temporary suspension of regular recruitment 
i111111•r�P.rl i.n th8 c0nt:"!xt. nf the �,u·i:-ent restructuring; 

4. Calls upon all Member States to contribute fully to increasing the
p,wt.i.cipation J:ate of women in the Professional category and above throughout 
Uie Uni.ted Nations system by, inter alia, nominating more women candidates, 
especially for senior policy-level and decision-making posts: encouraging 
women to apply for vacant posts and by creating national rosters of women 
candidates to be shared with the Secretariat and the executive bodies of the 
specialized agencies and related organizations, taking into consideration the 
need to increase the representation of women from countries with a low or no 
representation of women, especially from the developing countries; 

5. Recommends that all organizations of the United Nations system
accord priority to increasing the numbers of women in Professional and senior 
policy-level and decision-making posts to achieve the same targets set for the 
Secretariat by 1995; 

6. �elcom�_;;;_ the decision of the Secretary-General to regularize the
pr,r;t:. of Focal Point in the Office of the Assistant Secretary-General for Human 
H":, 1 1111:co.s Management, as well as the establishment of an additional General 
:;p,_ vice post. t_o :c.\ssist her; 

7. Regue§..t.§. the Secretary-General to ensure that the findings of the
comprehensive stucl.y of the barriers to the advancement of women and a full 
action programme for the advancement of women in the Secretariat for the 
period 1991-1995 are submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

11 E/CN.6/1992/11; see also A/46/377. 
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o. Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure that his annual
report on the status of women in the Secretariat includes strategies and 
modalities for implementing the action programme and the relevant mandates 
adopted by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, and to 
submit the report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its 
thirty-seventh session and to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
::;ession, as well as to those bodies that have administrative, budgetary and 
personnel responsibilities for the improvement of the status of women in the 
Sec.,. etar iat. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION II  

Women and children under apartheid* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Fecalling its resolution 1991/20 of 30  May 1991, 

Reaffirming th� provisions of the Declaration on Apartheid and its 
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, contained in the annex to General 
hssembly resolution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 46/79 of 13 December 1991, 

hlarmed by the grave socio-economic deprivation to which the majority of 
t.J1e peoph!, especi;:\J.ly t:he women amJ. children, are subjected as a direct
c•,n'.;w:1ue.t1<.:e or aparthei(1,

Deeply concerned about the alleged State complicity in politically 
mnl·.i_w,t"!(1 v:i.olen<;� tJrnt has to date cla:i.med thousands of lives and has left 
hundreds of thousands homeless, the majority of whom are women and children, 

Noting the positive changes initiated by the South African authorities 
aimed at dismantling apartheid, which were the result of the relentless 
struggle waged by the people of South Africa as well as the pressure exerted 
by the international community, 

Noting with satisfaction the signing of the National Peace Accord in 
September 1991 and the convening of the Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa in December 1991, and expressing the hope that this will constitute a 
m0j0r contribution towards the final ending of violence in South Africa, 

Welcoming the holding of the Convention for a Democratic South Africa as 
011 attempt to resolve the problems of South Africa by peaceful means as 
"'""-i.r:aq"!d in the Oef;lnration 0n Aparthei.d, 

Rerognizino that the equality of women and men cannot be achieved without 
tJ,,., r:nr:r:e:o'., nr t:.lH:? i:;truggle towards a united, non-racist, non-sexist and 
dcmo 1 :rc1.tic South Africa, 

� For the discussion, see chap . III .
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Aware o f  the attention given by the United Nations and particularly its 
Centre against Apartheid and the Divi sion for the Advancement of Women to the 
i s s ue of ass i st ing South African women to participate fully i n  the process of 
e s t abli shing a non-racist democracy in thei r  country, 

1 . �ommends those women both inside and out s i de South Africa  who have 
res i s ted opp r e s s ion and have remained steadfast in thei r  opposi tion to 
ap,:utheid ;  

2 .  Demands the immediate unconditional release o f  all  political 
p r i so ne r s  and detainee s ,  among whom are women and chi ldren, i n  accordance wi th 
th8 under taki ng of  the South African authoritie s ; 

J .  Urges thos e  involved in the Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
tu place high on thei r  agenda i ss ues concerning women such as f reedom , j ustice 
am1 equal i ty ,  development and the environment ; 

4 . A l so urges the South African authorities  to rati fy the Convention on 
the E l im ination of Al l Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted by the 
Gene ral A s s embly in its resolution 3 4 / 180 , annex ,  of  18  December 197 9 ,  at the 
e n r l i e s t  pos s ible opportunity ; 

5 .  Appeal s to all countries  and Uni ted Nations bodies , in conformity 
w i th General Assembly resolution 4 6 / 7 9  and in consultation with liberation 
movements , to increase thei r  support for educational , health, vocational 
tr aining and employment opportunities  for women and children under apartheid; 

6 . Reque sts  the Centre against Apartheid to widen and s trengthen its 
cooperation with the Divis i on for the Advancement of Women,  wi th a view to 
c 1·eating spe c i f i c  programmes o f  ass i s tance to South African women to 
p a r ticipate ful ly in the process  o f  transition of  the i r  country towards a 
non-- r ac i s t democracy;  

·1 . Appeals to the in te rna t i onal communi ty to give its  f ul  1 and 
concerted s uppor t  to the vulne rable and c r i tical process now under way in 
South Africa through a phased appl ication of appropriate pressures on the 
South African authorities as warranted by development s ,  and to provide 
a s s i s tance to the opponents of apartheid and the disadvantaged sectors  of 
society in order to ensure the r apid and peace ful attainment of the obj ectives 
o f  the Declaration on Aparthei d  and its Destructive Consequences in Southern
,\frica;

8 . Decide s  t o  remain seized  of the i ssue of  women and children living 
unde r apar the i d ;  

9 .  Reques ts the Secretary-General t o  submit  a repor t  o n  the 
implementation of the present resolution to the Commission on the Status of 
Women at i ts thi r ty-seventh se� s ion . 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION I I I  

Si tuation o f  and assi s tance to Pales tinian women* 

The Econom i c  and Social Counci l ,  

Having cons idered the reports o f  the Secretary-Gene ral l/ and the notes 
by the Secretary-General 1/ concerning the s i tuation of Palestinian women 
living ins ide and outs ide the occupied Pales t inian ter r i tory,

Recalling the Nai robi Forward- looking Strategies  for  the Advancement of 
Women,  21 in particular paragraph 2 6 0  thereof ,  

Recal l ing also  its  resolutions 1 9 8 8 / 2 5  o f  26  May 1 9 8 8 ,  1 9 8 9 / 3 4  o f  
2 4  May 1 9 8 9 , 1 9 9 0 / 1 1  of  2 4  May 1 9 9 0  and 1 9 9 1 / 1 9  o f  3 0  May 199 1 ,  

Ree_g_l_y__qJ_p.rrn_esI by the deteriorating condition o f  Palestini an women and 
children in the o ccupied Palestinian te r r i tory , incl uding Jerusalem , as a 
r.esult of  the continued I s rael i  violation of  Palestinian human r ights and
'·'l:'Pi:-e s s ive measu-res , j_ nc lucling col lective punishments ,  curfews , demol i tion of 
1 , ,_, 1 1 r; e s , c losm:e  o f. s choo l s  ancl univers i ti e s , depo rtation,  confis cation of  land 
all fl •_; e t tlement activi ties , which are i l legal , and controver ..;ies  over the 
�� l evant provi s ions  of the Geneva Convention relevant to the Protection of  
C i vi J. i .:111 Per. sons in  Time of War , o f  1 2  �ugust 1 94 9 ,  QI  

1 .  Reaf f i rms that the bas i c  improvement of  the l iving conditions o f  the 
Pales tinian women ,  the i r  advancement ,  full  equal i ty and self-rel i ance , can 
only be achieved by an end to the I s rae l i  occupation and the attainment of the 
i nal ienable rights of  the Pales tinian peop l e ;  

2 .  Demand� that I s rael ,  the occupying power ,  accept the d e  jur e  
applicab i l i ty of  the Geneva Convention re levant t o  the Protection o f  Civilian 
Persons in Time o f  War , of 1 2  Augus t 1 94 9 ,  to the occupied Palestinian 
territory,  inc luding Jerusalem ,  and to respect the Convention provi s ions ; 

3 .  Also demands an end to the I s raeli violation of  human rights in the 
occupied P al e stinian territory,  including an immediate halt to the I s rael i  
settlement activi ties that have harmful e f fects  o n  Palestinian women and their 
familie s ; 

For  the discussion,  see chap . I I I . 

_3_ / E/CIL 6 / 1 9 8 8 / 8  and Cor r . 1  and E/CN . 6 /1 9 8 9/ 4  and Corr . l .

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 0 / 10 , E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 1 / 9  and E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 6 .  

21 Repo rt o f  the World  Confe rence to Review and Appraise the 
bchievements  of the Uni ted N a tions Dec ade for Women :  Equality, Development 
and Peace, Nai robi, 1 5 - 2 6  July 1 985 ( United Nations publ  ication, Sales 
No . E . 8 5 . IV . 10 ) ,  chap . I ,  sect . A .  

QI United Nations , Treaty Serie s , vol . 7 5 ,  No . 9 7 3 . 
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4. Calls upon governmental , non-governmental  and intergovernmental 
organizations, including organizat ions of the United Nations system, to assist 
Palestinian women in the occupied Palestinian territory in developing 
small-sc ale industry and creating vocational training and legal consultation 
centre s ; 

5. Reguests the Commission on the Status of Women to monitor the
implementation of  the Nairobi Fo rward- looking Strategies for the Advancement 
o f  Women , i n  p a r t i c ular paragraph 2 6 0  concerning assistance to Palestinian
W l llll e ll ; 

6 . Reguests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts in monitoring 
the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the 
mission of experts to Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate the 
condition of Palestinian women and children 1 1  in order to improve the 
condition o f  Palestinian women and children; 

7 .  Also reguests the Secretary-General to review the situation of 
Pnles tinian women and children in the occupied Palestinian territory and in 
the refugee camps , and to submit a report to the Commission on the Status of 
WnrnAn at i t:c:: thirty-seventh sess ion , us i ng a l l  available sources . 

DRAFT RESOLUTION IV 

Convention on the Elimination of All Fo rms of 
D i scrimination against Women* 

The Economic an<1 Soc i al Council , 

Welcoming the fac t that there are now 112 States parties to the 
Conventi on on the Elimination o f  A l l  Forms of Discrimination against Women, BI 

Noting the importance of the monito ring function of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, as demonstrated most recently in 
its general recommendation 19 on violence against women, adopted at its 
eleventh session, 21 

Recalli_n_g its resolution 1991/25 of 30 May 1991 and other relevant 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Counci l relating to support for the Committee, 

* Fo r the discussion, see chap. III .

J I  E/CN.6/ 1 9 90 / 10, annex I.

BI  Ge neral Ass embly resol ution 3 4 / 180 , annex .

21 See Off i cial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh session, 
Supplement No . 3 8  (A/47/3 8) , sect. I. 
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Conce rned that the duration of the annual s e s s ion of the Comm ittee , which 
i :, conside rably l e s s  than that of o the r treaty bodies , has prevented the 
t i ,neJ.y  cons iderat ion by the Committee o f  many of the reports submitted to it 
by S t ates parties , 

li_oti_ng with concen1, that the Convention i s  the human r ights  ins trument 
w i th the most rese rvations , and wel coming the deci s io n  by a numbe r of S tates 
parties to wi thdraw the i r  reservations to the Convention,  

1 .  Suppo rts  the request  o f  the Committee  on the E l imination o f  
D i s c rimination against  Women f o r  additional meeting time and also  s upports  the 
proposal that the twe l f th sess ion o f  the Comm ittee should be o f  three weeks ' 
duration ; 

2 . Recommends that three wee ks be allocated fo r each s ubsequent sess ion 
until  the Committee removes its backlog in cons ider ing reports ; , · 

3 . fil;.rongly s upports general recommendation 1 9  on violence agains t 
women adopted by the Committee at i ts e leventh session,  and cal l s  on States 
par. ties  to prepare the i r  reports in  accordance with thi s  and other general 
recommendations of the Commit.te e ;  

1.i . Welcomes o the 1: qene r r.1). recommendations adopted b y  the Comm ittee at 
i t . 6  previous sess ions ; 

!i . llJ:ge i:;_ tho. Secre tc1.ry-Gener r.1 l  to continue to widely public i ze the 
cl. ecis ions ancl re commendations of the Committe e .

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Violence agains t women in all  its  forms* 

The Economic and Social Counc i l ,  

Recal l i ng i ts resolution 1 9 9 1 / 1 8  o f  3 0  May 1 9 9 1 ,  i n  which i t  r equested 
that an expe rt group meeting be he ld to addre s s  the is s ue of violence against 
women and to discuss the pos s ibi l i ties  o f  preparing an international 
i nstrument on thi s  subj ect  and the elements to be contained therein,  

BearingJn mind that the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for  the 
11,1 -,, ;:mcement of Women lQ/ ic1enti fy violence against women as a maj o r  obs tacle 
tn the achievement of the obj ectives of the Uni ted Nations Decade for Women : 
F.q1 1 ,Ll i ty .  DPve lormen t  a.ucl Peace , 

* For  the discus s ion , see chap . I I I  .

10/  Repo r t  o f  the World  Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women :  Egual ity, Development 
Qnd Peace, Nai robL 1 5-26 July 1 9 8 5  ( Uni ted Nations publ ication , Sales  
No . E . 8 5 . IV . 10 ) ,  chap . I ,  sect . A .  
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Noting that , i n  general recommendation 1 9 ,  adopted by the Comm ittee on 
the El imination o f  Discrimination against Women at its  eleventh s e s s ion,  11/  
the  Comm i ttee r ecognized that gender -based violence was  a form o f  
di s c r imination that seriously i nhibited the abi l i ty o f  women t o  enj oy r ights 
and f reedoms on a basis of equal i ty with men, 

Noting a l sq the response of  the Committee to the report  o f  the 
Sec re tary-Gene r al on violence agains t women in all i t s  forms , 1 2 /  the annex to 
which contained the recommendations and a summary o f  the discussion of the 
Expe r t Group Meeting on Violence agains t Women, hel d  at Vienna f rom 11  to 
1 5  Novembe r 1 9 9 1 , 

1 .  C a l l s  on Governments to recognize that the elimination o f  violence 
agains t women is e s sential to the achievement of equali ty for  women and is a 
requi rement for the full  respect of  human right s ;  

2 .  Urges Member States t o  adopt , s trengthen and enforce legislation 
p rohibiting violence agains t women and to take all appropriate administrative , 
s oci al and educational measures to p rotect  women f rom all forms o f  physical 
and mental violence , in accordance with its  resolution 19 9 1 / 1 8 ;  

3 . S::al l s  0 1.1  States parties t o  the Convention o n  the Elimination of All  
Forms o f  D i s c r imination agains t Women ill to  take the steps necessary to 
impJ. ement g<?.ne rc1.l recommendation J. <1 ,  adopted by the Committee on the 
E l iminc1.tion o f  Di6crimination against  Women at its  eleventh session; 

4 . Takes note of the repor t  of the Secretary-General on violence 
agains t women in all  its forms ; 

5 .  Pec ides to convene an inter-ses s ional wor king group o f  the 
Comm i s s ion on the Status o f  Women ,  open to all  Member States and observer 
S tate s ,  to furthe r develop a draft declaration on violence against women, 
t aking i nto account the draft declaration contained in the annex to the report 
of the S ecretary-General and to report to the Comm i ss ion, at its  
thi r ty-seventh s e s s ion, with a view to  recommending a draft declaration to  the 
Gene ral Assembly through the Economic and Social  Council ; 

6 . Reguest s  Governments , international o rganizations , non-governmental 
o rgani z ations , other relevant bodies and academics  to continue to undertake
research into the causes o f  violence against women ;

7 .  Urges Governments t o  address  violence against women a t  the Fourth 
WorJ.a Confe rence on Women : Action for Equality,  Development and Peace , to be 
1,� 1 � in  1 9 9 5 , �s one of the maj or  obs tacles to women ' s  advancement . 

1 1 /  See Of f i cial Records o f  the Gene ral Assembly, Forty-seventh Session,  
Supplement No . 3 8  ( h/ 4 7 / 3 8 ) ,  s ec t .  I .

1 2 /  E / CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 4 . 

1 3 /  Gene ral Assembly resol ution 34 / 180 , annex . 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Communications on the status of women* 

The Economic and Social Council, 

R�callip.__g its resolutions 7 6  ( V )  of 5 August 1947 and 304 I ( XI )  of 
J. 1 and 17  July J. 950, which form the basis for the mandate of the Commission on 
the Status o f  Women to receive at each of its regular sessions a list of
confidenti a l  and non-confidenti al communicat ions relati ng to the status of
women,

Takin__g into cons ideration its resol ution 1 9 83 / 2 7  of 26 May 1 9 8 3, in which 
i t  r e a f firmed the mandate of the Commiss ion to consider confidential and 
non -confidenti al communications on the status of women and author ized the 
Commission to appo i nt a working group to consider communications, with a view 
to  hringi ng to the attention of the Commission those communications, including 
the rep l i e s  o f  Governments, which appear to reveal a consistent pattern of 
re liably attested inj ustice and discr iminatory practices against women, 

ReaffirmiI19 that discrimination against women is incompatible with human 
dignity and that women and men should participate on the basis of equality, 
irrespective of r.ace or creed, in the social, economic and political processes 
o f  their countr ies,

Recalling its reso lution 1 9 9 0 / 8  of 2 4  May 1990, by which it requested the 
Sec retary-Gener al to examine, in consultation with Governments , the existing 
mechanisms f 0 r  communi cations on the status of women, in order to ensure that 
:-;uch communi c c\tions rece ive ef fective and appropr iately coordinated 
cous iuerat ion i n  view of the role o f  communications in the wor k  of the 
r :nmm .i. s s ion . uud to repo r t  the reon to the Commission at its thirty-fifth 
� f:! � r; 1. o n , 

Taking not� of the report of the Secretary-General on examining existing 
mechanisms for communications on the status of women, 14/ and the various 
vi ews expressed by Governments, 

Noting the conclusion of the Working Group on Communications, in its 
report to the Commission at its thirty-fifth sess ion 1 5/ that, while the 
communicat ions procedure provided a valuable source of information on the 
effects of discr imination on the lives of women, it should be improved to make 
i t  more efficient and useful, and that clear cr iteria for receiving 
communications should be given , 

* F o r  the discus sion , see chap . I II.

li l E / CN . 6 / J. 9 9 1 / 10 . 

1 5 /  See Of ficial Records o f  the Economic and Social Council, 1991, 
Supplement No. 8 ( E / 1991/28 ) ,  para. 48 . 
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1 . Reaffirms that the Commission on the Status of Women is empowered to 
make recommendations to the Economic and Social Council on what action should 
be t aken on emerging trends and patterns of discrimination against women 
r evealed by such communications ; 

2 .  Reguests the Secretary-General to publicize widely among 
international and national organizations, in particular women ' s  groups, the 
exi stence and scope of the communication mechanisms of the Commission ; 

3 .  Further requests the Secretary-General to support the activities of 
the Commission with regard to its consideration of communications and to 
ens ure proper coordination of the activities of the Commission in this area 
and those of the othe r bodies of the Council, by taking the following action: 

( a ) Ensuring that. the Division for the Advancement of Women of the 
. l hd  tP. rl. Nnt:.i ous Qf .0. cP.  i'l.t  V iennc1 ancl the Centre for  Human Rights coordinate 
� J u � ely s o  that all communications re ceived are sent as soon as possible to 
t l t P  npprop r i ate United Nations body and to each concerned Member State, and 
U1nt  1-.hP.  r e spP. c t:i.vP. o f f ices are info rmed of the disposition of the 
communications ; 

( b) Encouraging the specialized agencies of the United Nations to
provide to the Commi ss ion ,  through the Division for the Advancement of Women, 
communications or other information in their possession that is relevant to 
discrimination against women ; 

( c) Mak i ng available to authors  of communications any recommendations by
the Commission to the Council on situations brought to the attention of the 
Commission by the Working Group on Communications ;  

4 . Reaffirms that the consider ation by the Commission of the 
communications shall remain confidential until such time as the Commission may 
uec i de to make recommendations to the Council ; 

5 .  Requests the Commission, in order to avoid duplication of work, to 
dete rmine whether a trend or pattern of discrimination against women revealed 
by communications should be brought to the attention of another United Nations 
body or specialized agency that might be better able to take appropriate 
action ; 

6 . Further requests the Commission to consider ,  as appropriate, ways of 
making the exis ting procedure for receiving and considering communications, 
including the standard of admissibility , more transparent and efficient, 
taking into account the report of the Secretary-General on examining 
mechanisms for communications on the status of women, 14/ which was submitted 
to the Commiss ion at its thirty-f ifth sess ion ;  

7 .  Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that any costs resulting 
f rom the activities set out in the pre sent resolution are kept to a minimum 
and that the activities are carried out within existing resources. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION VI I 

Advancement of women and human rights* 

The Economi c  and Social Counc il, 

Rec alli ng General As sembly re s olution 45 / 155  of 18 December 1990 , in 
which it was d ecided to convene a Wor l d  Conference on Human Rights in 1993 and 
to e s tablish a P repa rato ry Committee for it , 

Noting that the General As sembly , in res olution 46 / 116 of 
17 December 19 9 1 ,  requested concerned United Nations bodies and specialized 
agencies , among others, to submit recommendations on the World Conference to 
the Preparatory Committee for the Conference, 

Also noting Gene ral As sembly resolution 46/ 98 of 16 December 19 9 1 ,  in 
particular par agraph 8 thereof ,  

Bearing in mind its resolution 1 9 90 / 15 of 24 May 1990, in whi ch it 
approved the recommendations and conclusions arising from the first review and 
appr aisal o f  the implementation of  the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for 
the 71.dvancement o f  Women  annexed to that resolution, and in particular those 
1 · • ) . l <1 t.ed  to the m ;;, i ntenanc l?.  o f  c1e fac to c1iscr imination, which prevents women 
f n111 1  achieving effective equality ,  

Iaking into account the fact that the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies 
f n r  the l>.clvancement of Women 16 / have i dentified violence against women as  one 
o f  the maj or obstacles to the achievement of the obj ectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women : Equality, Development and Peace,

Welcoming general  recommendation 19 , adopted by the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its eleventh session, 17/ and 
the re commendations of the Expert Group Meeting on Vio lence agains t  Women, 
held at Vienna f rom 11 to 15 November 1 9 9 1, JJV 

Af firming that various forms o f  violence against women are vio lations of 
human rights, 

1. Calls upon the Preparatory Commit tee for the World Conference on
Human Rights , when preparing the agenda and studies for the World Conference, 

* Fo r the dis cuss i on ,  see chap . IV.

).6 / Report o f  the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Dec ade for Women : Equality, Development 
and Peac e ,  Nairobi, 15 -26 July. 198 5  ( United Nations publication, Sales 
No . E .  85 .  IV  . 10 ) ,  chap . r ,  sect . A .  

1 7 /  See Offic i al Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh Session ,  
S_UJ2�ment No. 38 ( A/47/3  8 ) ,  sec t .  I. 

.il. / E/CN . 6/19 92/4 , annex . 
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to take into account the existence o f de facto as well as de jure 
di s c rimination , which continue to impede women ' s  full enj oyment of their 
econom i c , s o cial and cultur al rights, as wel l as their c ivil and political 
1: i qh t s ; 

7. . Fur ther calls upon the Preparatory Committee , in preparing for the 
ex run ination by the Wo rld Conference of the main obstacles to the 
i mplementati on of international human rights instruments, to pay adequate 
attention to the global problem o f  v iolence against women; 

3 . Invites the Centre for Human Rights and Member S tates, in preparing 
for the World Conference, to make use of gender disaggr egated data, which 
i dentify situations of inequality between women and men ; 

4. Regue st� the Secretary-General, in accordance wi th General Assembly
reso l ution 46 / 98 ,  to guarantee the parti cipation of the secretariats of the 
Commission on the Status of Women and the Comm i ttee on the E l imination of 
Discrimination against Women in the preparatory process for the World 
Confe rence as well as in the Conference itself ; 

� . Hcque s t g. t:he D i v i s J on f o r  the Advancement o f  Wome n ,  as the 

r. � c 1 e tc1 r i ot o f  the Commi s s ion ,  to 1: epo r t  to the Commission, at its
t:.h i ,: t- y - s eventh sess i o n, on  the state of the preparatory p rocess for the World
Cunf e ren c t!  and the r e l ;:1tecl. activities o f  the Divis ion, in accordance with
(�": n P r a J. A s s emb ly  r e s o lut ion  4 6 / 9 8 ;

6 .  Reguests the Commiss i on to estab lish, during its thirty-seventh 
se s s ion ,  an open-ended wo rk ing group to consider its contribution to the World 
Conference ;  

7 .  Urges Member States to consider , when preparing for the World 
Conference at the national level, to integrate fully into the scope of the 
Conference issues related to women ' s  rights, and to respect the principle of 
equal participation of women and men in their delegations. 
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B. Draft dec isions

? . The Comm ission on the Status of Women recommends to the Economic and 
S o c i al Council the adoption of the following draft decisions : 

DRAFT DECIS ION I 

Report of the Commis sion on the Status o f  Women on its 
thirty-sixth session and provisional agenda and 
documentation for the thirty-seventh session of the 

Commission* 

The Economic and Social Council takes note of the report of the 
Commission on the Status of Women on it s  thirty-sixth session and approves the 
p rovis ional agenda  for the thirty-seventh ses sion of the Commission , set out 
below ,  and the relevant documentation : 

P ROV I S IONAL AGENDA AND DOCUMENTATION FOR THE THI RTY-SEVENTH 
SF.:S S I OH OF THE COMM I SSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

1. E lec tio n o f  of ficer s .

( Legislat ive authority : rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council )

2 . Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters .

( Legislative authority : Economic and Social Council resolution
1 8 94 ( LVI I ) ;  rules 5 and 7 of the rules of procedure of the
functi onal commissions of the Council )

3 . Programming and coordination matters related to the United Nations
and the United Nations system .

( Legislative authority : Progr amme planning regulation 4 . 12 ;  General
Assembly resolution 46/10 0 ;  Economic and Social Council resolutions
1988/ 6 0 ,  1 9 8 9 / 3 0, 1 989 / 105 )

Documentation

Report o f  the Secre tary-General con taining updated information on
the s t atus of women in the Secretariat

Report of the Secretary-General on the preparation of the
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of women for the
pe riod 199 6 - 2 000

Note by the Secretariat on programme propos als for the biennium
1 9 94 - 1995

* 7or the discus sion, see chap. VI.
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For information 

Report o f  the Secretary-General on the status of women in the 
Secretariat ( A/ 47/ . . . ) 

4. Monitoring the implementation of the Nai robi  Forward-look ing
Strategies for the Advancement of Women

( Legisl ative authority : General Ass embly resolutions 40 / 108,
4 1/1 1 1 , 4 2 / 6 2 , 4 3 / 1 0 1 , 4 4 / 7 7 , 45/ 1 2 4 , 45 / 129 ; Economic and Social
Council reso l u t ions 1 9 8 8 / 2 2, J.990/ 5 ,  1 990 / 1 5 ; Commission on the
S t atus u f  Women resolution 3 4 /1 )

Docwnentation

Repo r t  o f  the Secretary-General on the prel iminary version of the
update of the World Survey on the Role of  Women i n  Development

Report of  the Secretary-General on statistical indicators relating
to the implementation o f  the Nairobi Forward-looking S trategies for
the Advancement of Women

Report of  the Secretary-General on the situation of and assistance
to Palestinian women

Report of the Secretary-General on women and children under apartheid

Report o f  the Secretary-Gener.al on violence against women

Repo r t  o f  thf:! S e c r e tary-Gener al  on women and the United Nations
De ( :ade agains t. v ,:ug Abuse

Report of the Secretariat on activities related to preparations for
the World  Confe rence on  Human Rights

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting a l ist of confidential
and non-confidential communications conce rning the status of women

For information

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Nairobi
Fo rward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women ( A/ 47/ . .. )

Report o f  the Committee on the El imination of Dis c r imination agains t
Women on its eleventh session ( A/ 4 7 / 3 8 )

Report o f  the S e c retary-Gene ral on the status of the Convention on
the E l imination or  All F o rms  of Discrimination against
Women ( A/ 4 7 /  . . . )

5 . P r iority theme s :

( Legislative authority : Economic and Social Council resolution
1 990/1 5 )
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(a )  Equali ty : Increased awareness by women of their rights, 
including legal literacy 

( b) Development : Women i n  extreme pover ty :  integration of women ' s
concerns in  national development planning

( c ) Peace : Women and the peace process 

pocumentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on inc reased awareness by women of 
their r i ghts,  inc luding legal literacy 

Report of the Secretary-Ge 11eral on women in e xtreme poverty : 
integrat i 0 n  o f  women ' s  coucerns in  national development planning 

Report o f  the Sec retary-General on women and the peace process 

G .  P r eparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women : Ac tion for 
Equality, Deve l opment and Peace 

( Legisl ative authority :  General Assembly resolutions 45/ 129 ,  4 6 /98;  
Economic and Soci al Counc i l  resolutions 1987 /20, 1990/ 9 ,  1 990/ 1 2 ,  
1990/15 ; Commission on the Status o f  Women resolution 3 5/4 ) 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women : Action for Equality, Development and Peace 

Repo r t  of the Secretary-General on a fi rst draft that will serve as 
a working document for the elaboration of the Platform for Action 

Repor.t of the Secretary-Gener.al on the outline and contents of the 
se cond report  on the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies 

Report of the Secretary-General on the p lanning and implementation 
o f  the inf o rmation campaign

7 .  Provisional agenda for the thirty-eighth session of the Commission 

8 . Adoption of  the report of the Commission on its thirty-seventh 
sess ion 
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DRAFT DECISION I I  

Reques t  for additional conference fac i l ities dur i ng the 
thi rty-seventh sess ion of the Commi ssion on the Status 

of Women* 

The Econom i c  and Soc i al Counci l deci de s  to approve the convening of four 
addi t i onal meetings , with interpretation service s ,  to be held  s imultaneous ly 
w i th the p lenary meetings of the Commiss ion on the Status of Women during its 
thi rty-seventh s e s s ion, for the purpose of  considering,  in informal meetings , 
the p reparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women :  Action for  
Equal i ty ,  Deve lopment and Peace . 

C .  Resolutions of  the Commis sion brought to the attention 
of  the Counci l

3 . The following resolutions adopted b y  the Comm i s s ion are brought t o  the 
attention o f  the Counc i l :

Resol ution 3 6 / 1 .  Advancement of  women and the family** 

The Comm i s s ion on the Status of Women , 

Recal l i ng i ts resolution 3 4 / 7  of 8 March 1 9 90 , in which the Commission 
dec i ded to give further cons ideration to the que s tion of the International 
Year  o f  the Fam ily  c1.t subsequent sess ions , 

Recommends to the Commis s ion on Social Deve l opment that the fol lowing 
e l ements be taken into account at its thi rty-thi rd sessi6n when preparing for 
t.he 1 9 9 4  I nternational Year of the Family:

( a ) That fam i lies are changing sys tems o f  r e lationships between 
i ndividual s ,  and that society and pol icies must therefore be responsive and 
r eceptive to the i r  needs ; 

( b )  That individual rights o f  women and men should be respected equally 
, and they should have equal opportunities to assert  those r ights ;  

( c )  That,  as regards equality o f  women and men, the concept o f  equality 
must be unde r s tood as expre s s ed in the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for 
the Advancement of Women 1_2_/ and in the Convention on the Elimination of All 

* For the discus s ion ,  see chap . VI .

**  For th� discus s ion,  see chap . I I I .

19/  Rel'.9 rt of the Wor lcl Conference to Review and Appraise  the 
,?\.chievements��)le UniJ:.ed Nations Decade for Women : Equal i ty, Development 
J:rn_d Peace, Nairobi, 15-26  July 198 5 ( United Nations publi cation, Sales 
No . E . 8 5 . IV . 10 ) ,  chap . I .  sect . A .  
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Fo rms of Di s c r imination agains t  Women, 2..Q_/ and must be taken into account in 
.J l l  policie s c1.ncl prog:r. ammes for the J nte rnational Year o f  the Family ;  

( d) That i t  i s  vital for women t o  par ticipate in dec ision-mak ing a t  all
level s  and spher e s, in particular with regard to the formulation o f  fami ly 
pol i c ies ; 

( e) That violence in famil ies violates human rights, especially those of
women and children ; 

( f ) That the need to devel op communication s kills and positive attitudes 
towards truly equal par tnership should be emphasized ; 

( g )  That the raising and upbringing of new generations in families are 
not only the responsib ilit ies o f  women, but also of men, who should play their 
role  as equal responsible partne r s ; 

( h ) That, bearing in mind the needs of workers with family 
r e sponsibilities , Governments and other appropriate bodies should introduce 
npprop r i ate measures  to ass ist the reconcil iation between family and wo r k ing 
r e �ponsibilit ies, whether paid o r  unpai d ;  

( i )  That f am ily poli cies should take into account the f indings o f  
gemle r.-sens i tive :r.e search, based on information gathered from all family 
members ; 

( j) That the planning of activitie s and programmes for the 
International Year of the Family should be elaborated and implemented at 
international , regional and national levels in close cooperation with the 
existing mechani sms for the advancement of women and interes ted women ' s  
non-governmental o rganizations .  

Resolution 3 6 / 2. Inclusion of the question of women in the 
agendas of forthcoming international 
meetings* 

The Commission on the Status of Women , 

Considering that, i n  accordance wi th General Assembly resolution 4 5 / 129 
of 14  December 1 990 , the Fourth World Conference on Women : Action for 
Ei:1 1rnlity, Deve lopment and Peace, which w i ll examine the m ain obstacles that 
account for the pe rsi s tence of inequal ity and di s c rimination affecting women , 
i G  to he held in 1995, 

Recogniz ing that the manifestations of inequality and discr imination are 
p resent in  the main themes that are of fundamental inte rest to the 
Uni ted Nations, 

* For the discuss ion, see chap . I I I .

2 0/ General Assembly resolution 34 / 180, annex. 
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Recal ling the need for sys tem-wide ins titutional coordination on is sues 
rel ating to women, as indicated in paragraphs 3 3 8  to 344 of the Nairobi 
Fo rward-looking Strategies for the Advancement o f  Women ; 2 1 /  

Further recalling that, prior to the Fourth World Conference on Women , 
the United Nations wi l l  be holding important conferences and other meetings on 
i ss ues  that are unquestionably linked with and important for  the living 
conditions and s i tuation of women , 

Taking into account General As sembly resolution 4 6 / 9 8  of  
1 6  December 19.91, in which the Commi ssion was requested, when consider ing the 
priority theme re l ating to development during its thirty-sixth and subsequent 
s e s sions, to ens ure its  ear ly contr ibution to the work of forthcoming 
international conference s, 

1 . Recommends to Member State s that they include the ques tion of women 
in the agendas of the Wo r ld Conference on Human Rights and the International 
Conference on Population and Development , to be held in 1993 and 1994 
respectively ; 

2 . Als o  recommends that the s ame procedure be fol lowed for the 
national , regional and inte rnational preparatory meetings for the 
above -mentioned Conferences. 

Re solution 36/ 3. Women in decision-making bodies* 

I�e Commis s ion on the Status of Women , 

Recal ling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategie s for the Advancement of 
Women, 22/ in particular paragraphs 8 6  to 92 thereof ,  

Recal ling also the Convention on the E l im ination of Al l Forms of 
Dis c r imination against  Women, ill in par ticular articles 7 and 8 ,  

Noting the recommendations contained in the reports of  the 
Sec retary-General on various aspects of the participation of women in public 
life, submitted to the Commis sion on the Status o f  Women at its thirty-third, 

* For the discussion, see chap . IV.

2 1/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
filj1ievements of  the United Nations Decade for Women : Eguality, Development 
£!Pel Peace,  Nai robi, 15 - 2 6 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No . E .  05 .  IV.10 )  , chap . I. sect . A. 

lll Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women : Eguality, Development 
and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 ( United Nations publication ,  Sales 
No . E. 85 . IV.10  ) , chap. I .  sect. A. 

ll/ General Assembly reso lution 3 2/ 180 , annex . 
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thi r ty-fourth and thi rty-sixth sess ions , as wel l  as the recommendations and 
conclus ions a r i s i ng f rom the f i r s t  review and apprai s al o f  the impl ementation 
o f  the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategi e s , contained i n  the annex to Economic
and Social Counci l resolution 1 9 90 / 1 5  of 24 May 1 9 9 0 ,

Gravely conce rned that women continue to be gene rally under represented in 
kAy  areas of national , regional and inte rnational dec i s ion-making , 

Convinced that no true democracy can be achieved without the full  
participation and contr ibution o f  women , including the i r  contribution to 
decision-mak ing ,  in a l l  sphe res of life , 

1 .  Urges Gove rnments to increase the i r  e fforts to appoi nt women to all 
executive decis ion-mak ing bodie s  in pol i tical , economi c  and cul tural l i f e ,  as 
we l l  as to advisory boards and counci l s , so as to incremental ly  achieve full 
gender equal i ty ;  

2 .  Also urges pol i tical parties , trade unions and non-governmental 
o rganizations to encourage women to use the i r  r ights , to promote women,  to put
forward women as c andidates to all  elective posts and actively to suppor t
their e lection to such posts ;

3 .  Requests  the Secretary-General to update and dis seminate , on a 
regul ar bas i s , information on the compos ition o f  the high-leve l 
decis ion-mak ing bodies  at the national , regional and international leve l s , 
disaggregated by sex ; 

1 .  _Encourg_ges institutes o f  the Uni ted N ations system , especi ally the 
I u t.!;! ruational R�search and Training Institute for the Advancement o f  Women ,  to 
unae rtake research un the participation o f  women in deci s ion-making i n  public 
life , highl ighting the continuing obstacles  to such participation,  the 
pos i tive ef fects of the increased participation o f  women and the mechani sms 
for achieving s uch increased participation o f  women . 

Resolution 3 6 / 4 . I ntegration o f  elder ly women into 
development* 

The Commission on the Status o f  Women , 

Recal ling paragraph 2 8 6  o f  the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement o f  Women,  24/  concerning e lder ly women, and the pertinent 

* Far  the di scus s ion,  see chap . IV .

�_1 / Repo rt o f  the World Confe rence to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements o f  the United Nations Decade for Women : Equal ity, Development 
and Peace, Nairobi, 1 5 - 2 6  July 1 9 8 5  ( United Nations publication,  Sales 
No . E . 8 5 . IV . 10 ) , chap . I .  sect . A .  
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r e commendations o f  the International Plan o f  Action on Ageing ,  2 5 /  and also 
r�ca l l ing the term s  of  Economic and Social Council  resolution 1 9 8 9 / 3 8  of 
�4 May 1 9 8 9 , according to whi ch women cons titute a majority of the e lderly 
p0pu l ation , and that in the twenty-first  century the numbe r of  elderly  women 
w i l l increase more r apidly in the developing count r ie s ,  

lrw:g_U!. o f  the fact that the obs tacles to thei r  advancement encountered by 
young women anc.1 the decisions concerning the i r  instruction , education,  family 
l i f e ,  health,  and employment will have important consequences in the i r  future
l i vf}G ,

Emphasi zing the consequent need to adopt an approach for the advancement 
o f  women that takes into account al l s tage s  of l i fe ,  so as to ident i fy
me asures that respond to women ! s  needs ,

Egual ly aware of  the fact that elderly women ,  in all  regions of  the 
wor l d ,  represent an important human resource , and that the i r  contribution to 
s o c iety and development in the economi c ,  cul tural , political and social fields 
o f ten  remains unseen or unrecogni zed,

�al l ing attention to the urgent need to develop and improve the 
p1D1 l ic ation o f  s tatistics  by sex and by age , and to identi fy and evaluate the 
� i f f8rent forms of activities o f  e lderly women whi ch are no t normal ly 
r�c •>gni zed ns having an economic value , in particular in the informal sector , 

1 .  J nv i te G  the competent o rgans of the United Nations to adopt an 
Gppniach that , i n  alJ  the i r  s trategies ::md programmes for the advancement of 
wnmnn ,  takes into account all s tages of  l ife ; thi s  approach must envisage the 
a<.1v ilncement of  young women, while  bear ing in mind the subsequent consequences 
o f  dec i s ions taken on thei r  account ;

2 .  Cal ls upon the Secretary-General to compile  within existing 
resources a comprehens ive annotated bibliography on the s tatus of  elderly 
women so  that research al ready being conducted wor l d  wide can be incorporated 
in future as s e s sment s ;  

3 . Welcomes the efforts o f  the Divis ion for  the Advancement of Women o f  
the Centre for  Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs  of the Secretariat 
to establ ish ,  i n  cooperation with non-governmental o rgani zations , model 
profiles  of the present s i tuation of elderly women that will permit all 
countries , whateve r thei r  leve l of development , to make the nece s s ary 
pro:h�ctions ; 

4 .  EncouraQJ;!S Member  States to uti lize these model profiles  to compile 
; 1 1 1 <1 .:wr:i lyse information 0 1 1  the s i  tuatiou of  present and future gene rations of 
e lde rly  women , and invites contributing organizations to provide to Member 
S tates , in c o l l aboration with them , financial and technical ass i stance for 
t:hi s  purpose ; 

2 5 /  Report of  the World Assembly o n  Ageing, Vienna, 2 6  July to 
6 Augus t 1 9 8 2  ( United Nations publication , Sales No . E . 82 . I . 16 ) ,  chap . V I ,  
sect . A .
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5 .  Notes with appreciation the work o f  the Statis tical Office and the 
Popul ation Division of the Secretariat and of the I nternational Resear ch and 
Training Institute f o r  the Advancement o f  Women ,  and encourages them to 
develop a s tatistical methodology to enable the quantification and evaluation 
of the contribution o f  women ,  which doe s  not generally appear at the present 
time , in the national accounts  of State s ; 

6 .  I nvites inte rnational development agencies and o rganizations , 
incl uding the United Nations Development Fund for Women and the United Nations 
Development Programme , to take account of the potential o f  elde rly women as a 
human resource for development and to include elde rly women in their 
(levelopment s trategie s anc1 programmes ,  and encourages Gove rnments to ensure 
Uie inc lusion of:  women ,  regardless  of age , in development projects  cove red by 
11 <1 t i rmc1.l aml 1nul ti l ;:, te raJ. financial ins t:itutions ;  

7 . Reques ts the Comm ittee  on the Elimination o f  Dis crimination against  
w,·,mel l  t0 P<"Y rarti cu.lar attention to dis c rimination on grounds of age when 
evaluating national reports  on the implementation of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;  2...Q_/ 

8 . Invites the P reparatory Committee for the Wo rld Conference on Human 
Rights , to be held in 1 9 9 3 , to include in the agenda o f  that Conference 
discrimination on grounds of age and sex ; 

9 .  Invites the P reparatory Committee for the I nte rnational Conference 
on Population and Development , to be held in 1 9 94 , to include in the agenda of 
that Conference the situation o f  elderly women and their integration in 
development ; 

10 . Encouraqe s Gove rnment s ,  non-gove rnmental organizations and other 
buc1ie s to involve women ,  including elderly women ,  in their development 
,.1<: l ·. i vi t.i.es ; 

1 1 .  Invite s the Secretary-Gene ral to report to the Commis sion at its 
thir ty-eighth ses sion on the following matters : 

( a ) The e s tablishment , on a country-by-country basis , of  p rofil e s  
concerning the present and future situation o f  women at all stages o f  their 
live s ;  

( b )  An evaluation of  analytical methods pe rmitting the establishment of 
s t rategies and p rogrammes for the integration o f  women in development ; 

( c ) The inclusion of gender c riteria in nume rical targets  concerning 
ageing being prepc1.retl by the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs of the Secretariat , and to repor t  on the implementation o f  the s e  
proqrammes and t"-irge ts t o  the I nternational Conference on Popul ation and 
Deve l opment , in 1 9 9 1 , and to the Fourth World Conference on Wome n :  Action for 
Eq11ality , Devel opment and Peace in 1 9 9 5 . 

2 6 /  <;ene ral Assembly resolution 3 4 / 1 80 , annex . 
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Resolution 3 6 / 5 .  Women and development* 

The Comm i s sion on the Status of Women, 

Recal ling Economic and Social Counci l resolution 1 9 9 0 / 1 5  o f  2 4  May 1990 
and Comm i s s ion resolutions 3 4 / 3  of 8 March 1 9 90 and 3 5/ 7  o f  8 March 1 9 9 1 ,  

Reaffirming the principles  contained in the Declaration on the Right to 
Development , adopted by the Gene ral As sembly in i t s  resolution 4 1 / 1 2 8 ,  annex , 
o f  4 December 1 9 8 6 ,

Convinced that the effective mobili zation of women i s  an e s s ential 
e l ement to achieving the obj ecti�es of the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategie s  
f o r  the Advancement of Women 2 7 /  and the International Development Strategy 
f 1 J .1.· the Four th United Nations Development Decade , 2 8 /  

Aware that the slow progres s  in the implementation of  the Forward-looking 
S t rategies  as related to development nece s s itates urgent action to be taken by 
a l l  the parties  conce rned,  

Aware also of  the need to recognize the impor tance of  gender in all areas 
o f  social , econom ic and political li fe in order to bridge the gap between the
roles  o f  men and women in development and to train planners , policy makers ,
deci s ion makers  and relevant staff in gende r analys i s ,

Reaff i rming that the ful l integration of  women in development , both as 
agents and benef i ciaries ,  should concern al l sector s  of society ,  

Convinced that improving the di stribution between both sexes of  the tasks 
r e l ated to p roductive and reproductive functions i s  an es sential strategy for 
deve lopment and has to be reflected in the implementation of  concrete economic 
and social pol i ci e s ,  

Further convinced that international cooperation for development has a 
f undamental role in the creation of  proper conditions that allow women to 
achieve full i ntegration in development , 

Deeply concerned about the worsening s i tuation of women in developing 
countries , particularly in the least developed countries , 

Express ing special concern about women l iving in extreme poverty ,  in 
rural as wel l  as i n  urban areas , 

* For the discus s ion,  see chap . IV .

2 7 /  �epor t  of  the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements o f  the United Nations Decade for Women :  Equal i ty, Development 
_g_nd Peace, Nairobi, 1 5 - 2 6  July 198� ( Uni ted Nations publication , Sales 
Nu . E . 0 5 . IV . 1O ) ,  chap . I .  sec t .  A .  

lll General Assembly resolution 4 5 / 1 9 9 ,  annex . 
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Expressing deep concern that , despite the fact that poor rural women 
c ont r ibute to all aspec ts  o f  the well -being of rural families and account fo r 
mor e  than half of the f ood production of developing countries , they are often 
the most vulnerab le and disadvantaged group in society , 

Aware of the need for women , a s  agents and benefic iaries of devel opment, 
to be empowered to define their own means of development ,  as wel l  as of the 
need to guarantee them access to services, such as education, health, 
maternity and child care and credit , among others , in order to fully integrate 
women into the deve lopment process, 

Keeping in mind the fact that the impact of structural adjustment 
po licies, adverse terms of trade and the growing foreign debt on developing 
countries, particularl y  the least developed countri es, has had a negative 
P. f fect on e fforts for the ful l  integration of women in development,

l .  Takes not� of the report of the Secretary-General entitled 
" !Jevelopment : integr ation of women in the p rocess of development" ,  £9-_/ which 
c D n t ains  the conc l u s ions  and recommendations of the Seminar on the Integration 
0 f  Wome n i n  Deve l opmen t ;  

2 .  1!.!:9�_§ Governments to foster women ' s  full participation in the 
<� l ahor ation , pl anning, execution and evaluation of development policies and 
p 1: o :i •.�cts so that they can be agents and beneficiaries of development ;  

3 .  Also u rges Governments to adopt policies to promote economic 
development that will ensure the full and explicit integration of women ' s
needs and concerns ; 

4. .  Further urges Governments to include gender perspectives in the 
maj or guidelines for economic and social policies and to increase their 
capacities and capabilities in gender-responsive and gender-sensitive planning 
o f  development programmes ;

5 . Urges Governments to foster the access of women to income-generating 
activities as a means of stimulating economic independence, a basic 
requirement for women ' s  self -sufficiency ; 

6 . Urges Governments to identify thei r own quanti tative and quali tative 
national targets in such fields as education and training, employment, income 
gener a tion , health and women in public life wi th regard to the full 
j. ntegration of women in development and to commit adequate resources to women
an d development p rogrammes ;

7. Recommends that Governments create or strengthen national machinery 
for the advancement of women , placing it at the highest level, and ensure its 
greater involvement in the pol itical, economic and social planning processes; 

8 . Also recommends that Governments, international donors and 
non-governmental organiz ations develop gender-oriented research in all 

?Jl/ E / CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 8 . 

- 30 -



deve lopme nt areas, particularly by the involvement of national research 
institute s, and p romote specific measures in the f i eld of training in gender 
nualys i s  programmes for development decision makers and the relevant staff 
i m,0 J Vf�d  i n  the po licy and progr amme areas , in addition to implementation 
p r<J c esses ; 

9. Cal ls upon Governments, international f inancial and other relevant
i n s titutions and non-governmental organizations to promote measures to 
s timulate the e conomies of developing countries and the full integration of 
women in the development process and to provide financi al services on the 
bas is of equal opportuni ty for women and men ,  while avoiding adverse effects 
on their well -being , particularly that of vulnerable groups ; 

10. Calls upon donor Governments and international financial 
institutions to provide adequate and time ly support for the e fforts of the 
deve loping countries, particularly the least developed countries, in reducing 
the negative e f fects of the exte rnal debt burden, structural adj ustment 
policies and adverse terms of trade, with a view to integrating women in 
mainstream development ; 

11. Appeal � to Governments , donor countries ,  international organizations
And  appropr i atg f i n anc i a l  insti tutions to make greate r effor ts to support the 
0 :� 1-. s\b l i shment  n f  cooper c1tive rural banks and other development-related 
i , 1 � l i tuti ons  to as s i s t  women, par t i c ularly those engaged in small- and 
medi �1 - scale produc t ive act iviti e s ; 

1 2 .  Requests Member S tates to make provision for specific training 
p rogramme s for women in rural and urban areas aimed at developing their 
technical and management skills and to give financial support, fellowships or 
both for training women, p articularly those from developi ng countries, in 
s cience, technology, agr iculture and management; 

13 . Calls upon Gove rnments, donor countrie s  and relevant inte rnational 
organizations to take further coordinated measures to facilitate the access of 
women, particularly rural and urban poor women, to basic education and health 
and child-care fac i l ities; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General, in repor ting on the implementation 
of the present resolution in �is biennial monitoring report on the 
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement 
n f  Women , to inc lude po l i cy and programme recommendations on the basis of 
9c J 1 •le r analysis ; 

15 . Also reguests. the Secretary-General to ensure that the issues of 
women and development and of  the integration of women in development 
progr amme s  a n'! an integr al  part o f  the International Development Strategy for 
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade . 
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Reso lution 36/6. Women and the environment* 

The Commission on the Status o f  Women , 

Recalli ng the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of 
Women, 30/ in par ticular paragraphs 2 2 4  to 2 2 7 ,  whi ch emphas i ze the impact 
upon women of environmental degradation and the importance o f  the awareness of 
women and women ' s  o rganizations of environmental issues and o f the enhancement 
of women ' s  capacity to par ticipate at all levels in the management o f  thei r 
envi ronment , 

Recalling also Economic and Soci al Council reso l ution 1990/15 of 
24 May 19 9 0, in which the Council a.dopted the recommendations and conclusions 
arising f rom the f i rst review and appraisal o f  the implementation of the 
Nairobi Fo rward-looking Strategies for the Advancement o f  Women contained in 
t-.he ;mnex to that resolution, 

Bearing in mind the preparations for  the United Nations Conference o n  
Environment and Devel opment, t o  be held at Rio  de Janeiro in  June 1992 , on the 
basis of General  Assembly resolution 4 4 /228 o f  22 December 198 9, 

Taking into account al l relevant resolutions o f  the General Assembly, in 
particular resolution 4 6 / 16 7  of 19 December 1991 on women, environment , 
population and sustainable development, 

Taking note o f  the conclusions and recommendations of the Global Assembly 
of Women and the Environment : Partners in Life, held at Miami, Florida, from
4 to 8 November 1991,

Express i ng its concern about the global environmental crisis and its 
conviction that women have an impo � tant role to play in the protection of the 
environment and natur. al resour.ces and in the promotion of sustainable 
Llevelopment, 

Gravely concerned that major causes of the continuing deterio ration o f  
the global environment are the unsustainable pat tern o f  production and 
consumption, parti cularly in developed countries , and increasi ng poverty in 
many developi ng countries, 

Aware that traditional and advanced technologies are needed to impl ement 
programmes and p rojects aimed at the promotion o f  environmentally sound 
development, 

Stressing the impo rtance o f  the international transfer o f  appropr i ate 
technologie s to the promo tion of s o und envir onment and sustainable development, 

* Fo r the d i s c us s i o n ,  see chap . IV.

_3_Q / Repo rt o f  the World Confe rence to Review and Appraise the 
Achieveme_nts of the Ufilkeq_fu!!;,ions Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
a nd Peace ,  Nairobi, 1 5 - 2 6  July 1985  ( United Nations publication, Sales 
No . E.85.IV. 10), chap . I. sect. A. 
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Recognizing that the cooperation and as sistance of as wel l  as the work 
pe r formed by the non-governmental organizations are efficient mechanisms in 
the s truggle for  protecting and preserving the environment and for promoting 
the full participation of women in the management of the environment, 

1.  Urges Governments to adopt laws , policies and programmes to promote 
women ' s  participation in the preservation of the environment in their 
countries, in the inte rest of present and future popul ations and of humankind; 

2 .  Also urges national, State and local governments ,  as wel l  as 
governmental and non-governmental organizations and the private secto r ,  to 
promote a higher level of involvement of women in  the planning, implementation 
and evaluation of policies , programmes and action aiming at environmental 
p r·o tection , the conserva tion of  natural resources and economic development ; 

3 .  Urge s Gove rnments to promote within their programmes of 
env.tronmentnl management , speci fic activities aimed at the education, and 
JHo fes siouaJ. and leadership training of women in environmental issues ; 

4 . Request s  Governments and multilateral financial institutions to 
provide new and additional financial resources for the promotion of women ' s  
p articipation in sustainable development in the developing countries in 
gene ral  and in the least developed countries in parti cular , channelled by 
means of democratic and appropriate institutional mechanisms responsive to the 
priorities of women i n  the target communi ties ; 

5 . Calls for the active participation of women in the management of 
funds allocated to the protection of the environment and to sustainable 
development ; 

6 .  Calls upon Governments, non-governmental organizations and other 
s ocial groups, women ' s  organizations in particular, to promote the neces sary 
changes in production policies and consumption habi ts, mainly in developed 
countries, and also to promote the development of effec tive international 
cooperation in the areas of research, development and the appl ication of 
environmentally sound technologies;  

7 .  Reminds Governments ,  governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, as well as transnational corporations , of the necessity of 
facilitating the access of women in developing countr ies to environmentally 
sound appropriate technologies ;  

8. Invites the Governments o f  donor count ries, international
organizations and relevant non-governmental organizations to ensure that 
greater attention is given to women ' s  contributions to environmental 
protection and management in their cooperation with and assistance to 
deve loping countries, with a view to preserving the environment and promoting 
sustainable development in those countries ; 

9 .  Um.e� Governments to put greater emphasis on linkages between 
environmental management and underlying problems, such as poverty , population 
growth and dis tr ibution, uns anitary living conditions and lack of water, and 
0 1 1  :ci c tion  t <.> der.\l  ,., i th s uch problems ; 
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10 . Reguests national Governments and all governmental and 
non-governmental organizations to ensure the equitab le participation of women 
i n  their delegations to the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development ; 

11 . Reguests the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference 
o n  Environment and Development , at its fourth session, to give full and
substantive consideration to the recommendations of the Commission concerning
women and the environment, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
41'i / 1 6 7 ;

12 . Reguests the Secretary-General to monitor the progress made in the 
area of women and the environment and to submit a report on the review and 
appraisal of that subject to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session, to 
serve as a working document in the preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women : Action for Equal ity, Development and Peace, in 1995. 

Resolution 3 6/7 . Advancement of  women and acts of terrorism 
against women* 

The Commission on the Status of Women , 

Tak i:i_1g into account the fact that the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies 
r .. , ,. th':! Advancement  o f  Women have identi fied violence against women as one of 
the maj or obstacles to the achievement of the obj ectives of the United Nations 
Dec  ade for Women : Equality , Development and Peace, l.ll 

Recal ling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1992  / 8 2  of  5 March 1992, 
concerning the promotion and furtherance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, ill 

Profoundly concerned about the persistent acts of violence perpetrated in 
various countr ies by armed groups and by drug traffickers who terrorize the 
population and threaten in particular the safety and lives of women and 
chil dren, 

Reaff irming that such acts preve nt the ful l  exercise of civil and 
pol iti cal rights, such as participation in free elections, the right to 
peaceful assembly, freedom of associati on and trade union rights , as well as 
the exer cise of economic ,  social and cultural rights, thus undermining the 
wel fare of the people and serious l y  harming the economic infrastructure and 
p n.HJ uc t i o n  , 

* Fo r the discus sion, see chap . IV .

111 Report of the World Conference to Revi ew and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women : Eguality, Development  
and Peace, Nairobi, 1 5 - 2 6 July 1985 ( United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E .  8 5.IV.10) , chap . I. sect . A .  

11. 1  See Off icial Records of the Economic and Social Council , 1992, 
Supplement No . 2 ( E/ 1992 /  2 2 ) . 
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1 .  Strongly condemns the acts of violence pe rpetrated by armed groups 
and by drug traf fickers who ter rorize and threaten the safety and lives of the 
population, e specially women, and, in particular , women who have been 
dP.moc r ati cally e lected to public office , or who are leade rs of community 
o rgan i z ations or welfare assoc iations , or who have been appointed by the
Government to pos itions of responsib i l ity ;

7. .  J;:xpresses its profound concern about the adverse effect on the 
0 n j oyment o f  human r ights  caused by armed groups and by drug trafficke rs who 
1·-� 1.-r o r i z e  the population and threaten the safety and lives of women ; 

1 . Reguests_ 9ovenunental and non-governmental organizations to pay 
particular attention to these viol ations of human rights; 

4. Decides to conside r this question under the priority theme "Peace "
at  i ts thi rty-seventh session. 

Re solution 36/ 8. Preparations for the Fourth World Confe rence 
on Women : Action for Equality, Development 
and Peace* 

The Commission on the Status of Women , 

Recalli ng the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement 
o f  Women . 1) 1 endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 40 / 108  of
l 1  Pecembe r J. CJ 8 5 .

Recalling also Econom i c  and Social Council resolution 1 987/20 of 
7. G  May 190 7 , in  which the Council decided that the Commission on the Status of
Women should be designated as the preparatory body for wor ld confe rences on
women ,

Recalling further Economic  and Social Council resolution 1 990/ 15 of 
2 4  May 1990 on the recommendations and conclusions arising from the first 
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the year 2000 , 

Recalling also its resolution 35/4  of 8 Mar ch 1 991 on preparations for 
the world confe rence on women in 1 995 and its decision 35/10 1  of 8 March 1 991 
on the title of the Conference, 

* For the di s c uss ion ,  see chap . V.

111 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
A chievements of the United Nations Decade for Women : Equal ity, Deyelopment 
ang Peace , Nai robi , 15- 26  July 1985 (United Nations publication , Sales 
No . E. 85.IV. 10) , chap. I, sect. A. 
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A 

Q�gaQization o f  the Conference 

Noting with appreciation the offe r s  made by the Gove rnments of Aus tria 
auc1 China to act as hos t  for the Fourth World  Conference on Women : Action for 
Equality , Deve lopment and Peace , and the forum for non-governmental 
o rganizations ,

Taking into consideration Gene r al As sembly resolu tion 4 6 / 9 8  o f  
16  Decembe r 1 9 9 1 ,  i n  which the As sembly reque s ted the Commission t o  decide on 
the venue of the Fourth World Confe rence on Women not later than at its 
thirty-sixth s e s sion ,  in accordance with Commission decision 3 5/ 10 2  of  
8 March 1 9 9 1 ,  bearing in  mind that prefe rence should be given to the region 
that had not yet hos ted a world conference on women,  

Considering the duration of  previous world  confe rences on women ,  as well  
as  simil ar United Nations confe rence s , 

8earing in mind that the Conference in 1 9 9 5  coincides with the fiftieth 
nnnive rs ary o f  the United Nations , 

hffirminq the_ im.P.Q_rtance to the success  of  the Conference of the maximum 
p2.1 r: t icipation o f  Gove rnments at the highes t  pos sible l eve l ,  of 
inte rgove rnmental o rganizations , o rganizations of  the United Nations sys tem 
nncl interested non-governmental organizations , as wel l  as othe r regional 
or.qanizations acting through their representatives to the Commis sion ,  

Recal ling that the General As sembly ,  in its resolution 4 6 / 98 , reques ted 
the Secretary-General to appoint not l ater than 1 9 9 2  the Secretary-Gener al of 
the Conference , 

Recal ling its resolution 3 5/ 4 , in which the Commis sion decided to p repare 
a programme of action for conside ration by the Conference , 

1 . Decides 

( a ) To accept the offer o f  the Gove rnment o f  China to act as hos t  for  
the Fourth Wor l d  Conference on Women : Action for Equality , Development and 
Peace , in acco rdance with General Assembly resolution 4 0 / 2 4 3  of  
1 0  December 1 9 8 5 ;  

( b )  That the Conference should be o f  a duration o f  ten working days ; 

( c ) That the Conference should be held at Beijing f rom 4 to 
1 5  September  1 9 9 5 ;

2 . Also  decides to recommend that participation in the Conference 
should be open to : 

( a ) A l l  S tates Member s  of  the United Nations o r  of  any o f  the 
specialized agencies or of the International Atomic Ene rgy Agency ; 
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(b ) Representatives of organizations that have received a standing 
invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions and the 
wo rk o f  all international conferences convened under its auspices in the 
c apacity of observers to parti cipate in the Conference in that capacity , in 
accordance with Assembly resolutions 3 23 7  ( XXIX)  of 22 November 1974 and 
43/17 7  o f  15 December 1988 ;  

(c ) Representatives of the national liberation movements recognized in 
i ts region by the Organization of African Unity to participate in the 
Conference in the capacity of observers, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 3280 ( XXIX)  of 10 December 1974 ; 

(d ) The executive heads of  the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic  Energy Agency, as well as interested organizations of the 
Uni ted Nations system; 

(e ) Other interested intergovernmental organizations, to be represented 
by observers at the Conference; 

(f) Interested non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council , to be represented by observers at the 
Conference ; 

(g) Individuals who , in recognition of their personal contributions to
the advancement of women, are invited by the Secretary-General ; 

(h ) Members of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
agains t  Women ; 

3 .  Requests the Economic and Social Council to request the Committee on 
Non-Governmental Organizations to consider on a priority basis, in advance of 
the Conference , the granting of consultative status to more non-governmental 
organizations concerned with the advancement o f  women , with particular 
attention being given to appl ications from non-governmental organizations from 
developing countries, and also requests that the Committee on Non-Governmental 
Organi zations be provided with additional resources to deal with the 
additional workload; 

4 .  Recommends that the arrangements for consultation with 
non-governmental organizations, as approved by the Economic and Social Council 
in its resolution 129 6 (XLIV ) of 23 May 19 6 8 ,  be reviewed to make consultative 
status more accessible to non-governmental organizations, particularly those 
from developing countries; 

5. Recommends that the Secretary-General appoint a woman as
Secretary-General of the Conference , not later than 19 92 ,  who should have 
international stature in relation to the advancement of women and experience 
o f the United Nations system, and who would assume primary responsibility for
the preparation of the Conference ;

6. Also recommends that, in appointing the necessary staff for the
Conference , the Secretary-General include persons from the developing and the 
least developed countries , taking into consideration equitable geographical 
distribution ;  
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7 . Decide� that the agenda for  the Conference shal l include : 

( a ) The second review and apprai sal  of  the implementation of  the Nai robi 
Forward-look ing Str ategie s  for the Advancement o f  Women to the year 2000 ; 

( b )  The Platform for Action; 

( c ) The main conclus i ons and recommendations of  regional preparatory 
, :onference s ; 

( d )  I n s t i tutional arrangements for  the implementation o f  the Pl atform 
for Action;  

8 .  Reque s t s  the Secretary-Gener al to submit  a r epor t  to the Comm i s s ion, 
at i t s  thi r ty-seventh session , continuing a f i r s t  draft ,  which w i l l  s erve as a 
wor king document for  the elaboration o f  the P latform for  Action,  taking as a 
bas i s  all  guide l ines contained in Comm i s s ion resolution 3 5 / 4 ,  the impact o f  
the changes that have taken place i n  the international communi ty o n  the s tatus 
of women ,  the importance of integrating gender per spectives in pol i cy-making 
in all areas and at all  level s ,  the need to give prio r i ty to the s ituation of 
r.nral women ,  in parti cular in developing countries , and di f fe rences i n  
p r i o rities runong regions , based on a ful l input from the o rganizations o f  the 
Uni ted Nations system , as wel l  as othe r regional o rgani z ations acting through 
the i r  repre s entatives to the Comm i s s ion;  

9 .  Also reguests the Secretary...:.Gene ral to submit  to the Comm i s s ion at 
i ts tl1irty-seventh s e s s ion a repor t  containing ( a ) information on data that 
would be used in the formulation of the second report on the implementation of 
the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies and ( b )  an outl ine of  the second 
repor t ,  in which special emphas i s  should be given to the recommendations and 
conclusions aris ing f rom the first  review and apprai sal  o f  the implementation 
of the Strategies , contained in the annex to Counci l resolution 1 990/ 1 5 ,  in 
particul ar those referr ing to the condi tion o f  women in developing countries ;  

10 . Further requests the Secretary-Gene r al to p repare draft rules  of  
procedure for con siderat ion by  the Comm i s s ion at its  thi rty-eighth sess ion;  

B 

P reparatory process 

�mphas i z ing the impor tance o f  national preparatory activi ties in focusing 
untional attenti o n  on the is s ue o f  the s tatus and advancement of  women, and of 
1 ) ,1 1  ionr\l machine ry to as sess  the s i tuation and mob i l i z e  national 
u"11 - governmentrJ.l organizations and individual s ,  with a view to improving 
n � t i0nal performance in the advancement of women , 

Con9ide r ir!9 the importance of  activities for the advancement o f  women 
that have taken place at the regional l evel s i nce International Women ' s  Year 
and recogni z i ng the nece s s i ty of  providing for an exchange of national 
expe r iences and the e labo ration o f  regional priorities  and perspectives for 
the Fourth Wor l d  Conference on Women : Action for Equal i ty ,  Development and 
Peace , and to the year 2000 ,  
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Recal ling Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/9 of 24 May 1990 on 
tl1e second repor t  on the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Str a tegies for the Advancement of Women , 

Recogniz ing the importance of non-governmental organizations in the 
preparat i ons for the Conference at the national , regional and global levels, 
especially the forum for non-governmental organizations , which will take place 
prior t o  and partially simultaneously with the Conference , 

Acknowledging the important role of women entrepreneurship , notably in 
smal l and medium-s i zed enterprises , in mobilizing resources and in promoting 
e c onomic growth and socio-econom ic development, 

Convinced that promotion of the Conference requires the creative and 
e f fe c tive use  o f  public informat i on, 

1 .  Recom[!lend� that Governments establish a national committee or 
de s ignate a national focal point to initiate and promote preparations for the 
Fourth World Conference on Women : Action for Equality, Development and Peace, 
by o rgani z ing and coo rdinating national ac tivities , including assembling 
information and gende r-disaggregated statistics for the elaboration of 
national repor ts on the situation of women, and increasing public awareness 
about the C onference, and requests that reports on such ac tivities be made 
available to the Secretary-General; 

2 . � organizations of the United Nations system, at the national 
l evel, to cooperate wi th national efforts to prepare for the Conference and to
coo rdinate their activities through the Uni ted Nations Resident Coordinator ;

3. Request s  the Secretary-General to inform Governments about the
r ecommendation regarding national committees or focal points ; 

4 . Recommends that the national reports cited in paragraph 1 above 
cover the period from 1985 to the present ; 

5 .  l.Lr.9.fili the organizations of the United Nations system to provide 
support , on request , to the preparation of national reports ; 

6. Recommends that regional conferences already scheduled include in
their agendas preparations for the World Conference and suggests that, in 
those regions that have not yet scheduled them, regional conferences to 
prepare for the World Conference be organized under the auspices of the 
corresponding regional commission ; 

7 .  Requests the regional conferences to identify regional trends , 
priorities , obstacles and innovative suggestions for future action and that 
the results of those regional conferences be provided to the Commission not 
l ater. than at i ts thirty-ninth session;

O . _RecornmenQ.§_ that regional conferences i nclude in their agendas the 
i s r.; ve o f  women i n  p1 1blic l i fe , emphasi zing their role in politics and 
cl8 c i sion-making ; 
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9 .  R_e_g_uesJ;_s_ the Secretary-Gene ral to include information on women in  
pub l ic l ife in  the p reparations of the priority theme on  peace : women i n  
international dec i s ion-mak ing, for the Commission a t  its  thirty-ninth sess ion; 

10 .  Recommends that a public information strategy for the Conference be 
des igned, us ing information mechanisms that reach the greates t  number of 
people and based on the Conference themes ,  in  particular those related to 
deve lopment ; 

11 . Also recommends that regional conferences incl ude in thei r  agendas 
the is sue of entrepreneurship and the advancement of women, emphas i zing the 
need to facili tate an overall entrepreneurial activity through appropriate 
e conomic pol icies , training , access  to credit ,  information and other s upport 
systems ; 

12 . �uests the Secretary-General to plan and implement an information 
campaign and to i r, sue a new bul letin enti tled Conference 95 twice a year to 
d i s seminate information on preparatory activities for the Conference at all  
levels  in al l official l anguages ;

13 . Al so reguests the Secretary-General to provide Governments with a 
concise set of  guide l ines for publ ic  information campaigns at the national 
lAvel and with per iodic information packages that can be made available to
national mass media and non-governmental organi zations ;

14 . Further reguests the Secretary-General to report  to the Commiss ion 
at its thi rty-seventh session on the planning and implementation of the 
complete information campaign , including its priorities and resource needs ; 

15 . Reguests the Secretary-General to include the Conference as part of 
the celebrations for the fi ftieth anniversary of  the United Nations ; 

C 

Forum for non-governmental organizations 

Recalling success ful forums for non-governmental organizations hel d  in 
Mexico , Copenhagen and Nai rob i ,  

Acknowledging the offer made by the host Government to all 
non-gove rnmental organi zations and individuals wishing to attend the forum in 
Dei j ing,  

1 . Emphasizes the importance of close  proximity between the forum and 
the Fourth World Conference on Women :  Action for Equal ity, Development and 
Peace , as wel l  as some concurrence in time ; 

2 . I nvites the committee of  non-governmental organizations arranging 
the forum and national and regional activities to provide information, 
including media arrangements , to the Commiss ion through a report of  the 
Secretary-General on preparations for the Conferenc e ;  

3 . Emphas i zes  the importance of  unres tricted participation b y  the media 
in cove ring the forum ;  
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D 

Resource.JL.f_o r the Conference and its preparations 

Recal l j=.!}9_ Gene t al Assembly resolution 4 6 / 9 8  of 16  December 1 9 9 1, in which 
concern was expressed that the resources for the Fourth Wor ld  Conference on 
Woinen : Ac tion for Equali ty, Development and Peace, were not suffi c ient , and 
As sembly resolution 4 6 / 18 5  of 2 0  December 1 9 9 1 ,  in which the As sembly 
reque sted the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate resources were 
p rovided for the preparation of the Conference during the biennium 1 9 9 2-1993, 

Desiring to ensure the maximum representation by Governments , especially 
of  the least developed countries , in the regional preparatory process and in  
the Conference , 

1 . Reguests the Economic and Social  Counc i l  to reconsider the budget 
envisaged for the Fourth World  Conference on Women : Action for Equality , 
Development and Peace , on the basis of  a report of the Secretary-General 
out l ining resource requi rements for regional and interregional preparatory
activitie s, publi c  information activities and for the Conference itsel f ;

2 . Vx_g_�.§. Gove rnments , inte rgovernmental organizations ,  non-governmental 
u � y �ni z a tions  an� i ndividual s to contr ibute extrabudgetary resources to the
tr11. : : 1·. f.und � s tabl :i. Ghe(l hy the Secretary-Gene r al for the preparations of the
Conference , espe c i ally  fo r the par t i c ipation of representatives of the leas t
deve loped coun tries in regional meetings and in the Confe rence ;

3 .  U rg� Gove rnments, inte rnational organizations and multilate ral 
financ ial  institutions to provide assistance to the least developed countries 
for the i r  preparatory activities at the national level ; 

E 

Documentation 

1 . Decides that the documentation for the Fourth World Conference on 
Women : Action for Equality, Development and Peace , will  include : 

(a ) Report  o f  the Secretary-General on the second review and appraisal 
o f  the implementation of  the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement o f  Women ;

( b )  Draft  f i nal document ( Platform for Action ) ; 

(c ) Update o f  the Wo rld  Survey on the Role of Women in Deve lopment ; 

( d ) Update of The World ' s  Women : Trends and Stati stics; 

( e } Updated compendium on the implementation o f  the Convention on the 
E l imination of Al l Forms  of Di scrimination against  Women ;  

( f ) Repo r t  of the Secretary-General on the outcome of  regional 
preparatory meetings for the Fourth World Conference on Women : 
Action for. Equality , Deve lopment and Peace ; 
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( g )  Re l evant s e ctions o f  final docum ents emanating from the United 
Nations Confe rence on Envi ronment and Deve lopment , the Wor l d  
Conference on Human Rights and the International Conference o n  
Popul ation and Development . 
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J:hapter II 

PROGRAMMING AND COORDINATION MATTERS RELATED TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

4 • The Comm i r:: s ion consiclerecl item 3 of its agenda at its 1st, 4 th and 
fi th mee t i ngs , on  1 1, 1 3  ancl 16  March J. 9 9 1. It had before it the fol lowing 
do c umt;!nts :  

( a) Repo r t  o f  the Secretary-General on the preparation of the
system-wide medium-term - plan for the advancement of women for the 
pe r iod 1 9 96 - 2 0 01 ( E / 1 9 9 2 / 6) ;  

(b ) Report of the Secretary-General on improvement of the status of 
women in the Sec re tariat ( E/ CN.6 / 19 9 2 / 1 1 ) ;  

(c ) Note by the Secretary-General on p roposed revisions to the 
medi um - term p lan for the period 1 9 9 2 -1 9 9 7  ( E/CN . 6 / 1992/12 ) .  

I n  addition the Commission had before it for information the report of 
the Secretary-General  on the improvement of the status of women in the 
S e � r eta r i at (A/ 4 6/ 3 7 7 ) .  

� - I n  introducinq the i tem , the Director of the Division for the Advancement 
n f  l'JomP.n s t ated tha t , a t: t..he period •.> f the medium-term plan had just begun, 
t l • �  s � c r � tar i at h a� p ropo s e d  only mino r technical revisions to the plan (see 
r; ; r :n .  6 1 1. 9 9 � / J. n . She e,cpl ained t lw.t: the organizations of the United Nations 
s y s tem coordinated thei r work substantively through a system-wide medium-term 
)> J. au f. o r  women and deve lupment , which had been agreed upon by the Economic and 
Social Council in its resolution 1 9 8 7 / 8 6  and cove red the per iod 1 9 9 0-1 9 9 5 . 
The outl i ne for the next plan , cove ring the period 19 96 -2001,  was before the 
Commission . 

6 .  The Coordinator, Focal Point for Women, Of f i ce of Human Resources 
Management , informed the Commission of the progre ss made towards improving the 
status of women in the Secreta r i at,  including findings by an external 
consultant relating to barrie r s  to the advancement o f  women and elements of an 
action programme to improve thei r status . She noted that her post had been 
regul ar i zed and her office reinforced by the addition of a staff member at the 
General  Service l eve l . 

):mvJ;ovement o f  the __ stat_11§_o f  women in the Secretariat 

1 . Seve r R l  repre senta t i ve s  exp r e s sed their concern that, although the 
r� l . n l:. i r:; t. i cn.J. np c'l�. i'..e r; ontaine d in the report of the Secretary-General 
( r:: 1 cN . 0 / 1 9 9 7. / l l) !, hc, 1-,ecl that the number of women in the Sec retariat had 
i uc r eased , the target s e t  for 1990 had not been achieved by the end of 1991 
;c1ml women we r e  uo t hein9 r. ec ruited at a sufficient rate to meet the United 
N a t i o n s  targe t of 3 5  pe r cent o f  women in  Professional posts by 1 9 95 ,  as 
c alled for by the Gener al As sembly in its resolutions 45/1 25 and 4 5/239 C .  
Several representatives welcomed the study of the barriers to the advancement 
of women in the United Nations, the findings of which would be made available 
to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, and the programme of 
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act ion for the advancement of women in  the Secretar iat for  the per iod 
1 9 9 1 - 1 9 95 . They no ted the unde rrepresentation o f  women ,  particularly  from 
c e rtain regions . One representative , on behal f o f  a group o f  countr i e s , noted 
that her region was not mentioned in the report of the Secretary-Gene r al 
( E / CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 11 ) . The re existed a level - in practice the P-4 leve l - above 
which Profe s s i onal women found it difficu l t  to advance w ithin the 
Secretar i at . Representf\tives  expres sed their wish to examine the s tudy and 
the detailed p rogramme activities , inc l uding monitor ing p ro cedure s  and a 
t ime table fo r their completion .  

H .  Several rRpr�sentat ives sugge s ted that Membe r States  p romote and nominate 
w1 , 1 1 1 r! 1 1  fo .1.· 1 1 .i •.Jh - .l. <> v e l  pr_, :� ts . To ident i fy qualified female candidate s , the 
c 1.· eation of ,\ national roster  for women candidates was s ugges ted . One 
representative s t r e s s ed that child-care facil i ti e s , parental leave and 
f lexible work ing hours  were prerequis i te s  for est abl ishing equal oppor tuni ties 
[ o r: women . For  the s ucce s s ful implementation o f  the new action p l an for
1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 5 ,  a visible commitment by the Secretary-General  was  needed .

9 .  Several representatives expressed their concern that there was a need for 
the post of the he ad of the Centre for Social Deve lopment and Humanitari an 
A f f airs  to be fil l ed and expressed the hope that the post  would be f i l led by a 
woman . 

1 0 . Several representatives expressed conce rn that the firs t  phase o f  the 
reo rganization of the Secre tariat being undertaken by the Secretary-General  
h , 1d  not inc .re0sed the  m,mbP. r o.f women at highe r deci s ion-making leve l s . They 
n,,ted that the restructur ing of the Sec retariat should also  aim at improving 
thE' representation and the s tc1.tus o f  women in the Secretar i at . One 
, . ,,presentc1tiv0 "' 'q:'n� SS '!<l t.he hope U1 ;;1 t  the cur rent recruitment freeze would 
l l f l l .  J ,c a ha ,.- ,_. ie 1.· [ 0 1: women f rom non - .represented and under represented
, : r_,nut. rie" . Hepr<?sentatives  expres sed the hope that more women would be
uppointecl to senio r positions in the Secretariat in the next stage o f  
n-' r. t ructuring .  

1 1 . One representative , speaking on behalf  o f  a group o f  countries , s ugges ted 
changes to the outl ine of the system-wide medium-term p l an for the advancement 
of women for the p e riod 1996 -200 1 ,  p roposed by the Secretary-Gener al 
( E/ 1 9 9 2 / 6 ) .  I s sues o f  national machine ry should be placed under programme 1 
( El imination o f  legal and attitudinal forms of dis cr imination ) ; 
subprogramme 1 . 2  should be entitled " St rengthening the role and s tatus o f  
women in the fam ily and society" ; and the issue o f  equal pay should b e  dealt  
with under programme 2 ( Productive resources , income and employment ) .  
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMI SSION 

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat 

1 2 . At the 4th meeting . on 13 March , the representative of Finland , on behalf 
of Aus tralia, 3 4 /  Aus tri a .  the Bahamas, Belgium , 3 4/ Brazil, Canada,  Cyprus, 
Denmark, 3 4 /  Ecuador, Egypt , Finland, Greece , 3 4/ the Netherlands , 
New Zealand, 3 4 /  Nigeria , Poland, Portugal, .3.i/ Spain, Sweden , .H.I the United 
S tates o f  America and Venezuela, subsequently joined by Norway , 3 4/ introduced 
a draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 / 1992/L . 4 )  entitled " Improvement of the status of 
women in the Secretariat" .  

1 3 . At the 6th meeting , on 16 March, the Commis sion had before it a revised 
draft resolution ( E /CN . 6 / 1992/L.4/Rev . 1 ) ,  entitled ' ' Improvement of the status 
of women in the Secretari at", submitted by the original sponsors joined by 
Algeria  3 4/ and Morocco, and which inc luded the following changes : 

( a )  The fourth ancl f .i.fth preambular paragraphs ,  which had read : 

"B�aring in minq the goal of  achieving by the end of 1995 and 
overal l  p a r t i c ipation  rate of women of 35 per cent of al l posts subj ect 
tu geographic al distribution . s et in General Assembly resolutions 4 5 / 12 5  
o f  14 December 1 9 9 0  and 45/239  C of 21 December 1990, and a 25 per cent
participation r ate of women in posts at the D- 1 level and above, set in
resolution 4 5 / 2 3 9 C,

"Also bearing in mind that the visible commitment of the 
Secretary-General is essential to the achievement of the targets set by 
the General Assembly on the overall participation of women of 3 5  per cent 
by the end o f  1995, as well as the target of 25 per cent at the D-1 level 
and above" . 

we re revi sed to read : 

"Bearing in mind the goal of achieving by 1995 an overall 
participation rate of women of 35 per cent of al l posts subject to 
geographi cal dis tribution, set by the General Assembly in resolutions 
4 5 / 1 2  5 of 14 December 1990 and 4 5/2 39 C of 2 1  December 1990 , and a 
parti cipation rate of  women in posts at the D-1  level and above, set by 
the Assembly in resolution 45/ 23 9 C ,  at 25 per cent of the total within 
the overal l participation rate of women o f  3 5  per cent in posts s ubject 
to geographical distribution ; 

"Al so bearing in mind that a visible commitment. of the 
Secretary-General is  essential to the achievement of the targets set by 
the Gener al Assembly of overall participation rate of women of 
3 5 per cent, and , at the D- 1 level and above, of 25 per cent by 19 9 5 " ; 

3 4/ In accordance wi th rule 6 9  of  the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council . 
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( b) Operative paragraph 2 ,  which had read :

" 2 . !:_alls_QQ_o_n. the Secretary-General to appoint women to senior
pol icy-l eve l and rJe c i s i on-mak ing po s ts in his next appointment" ;

w� � rev i sed to r e ad : 

"2 . !LUJ�� thP Sec re tary-General to appoint women to senior 
pol icy-l eve l  and de c i s ion-making posts in his next appointments, and to 
achieve the targets set for the Secretariat by 1995" ;  

( c) 1 11 operative paragraph 3 ,  the words " C alls upon" were replaced by
the word "U rges_" ; 

(d ) In  operative paragraph 4, the words "taking into consideration the 
need to  increase the representation of  women from countries with a low or no 
r epresentation o f  women , especially from the developing countries "  were added 
at the end o f  the p aragraph ; 

( e )  :en ope rative par agraph 7 , the words " the findings of" were inserted 
b�i tween  the w o r. rl s  " e u �; ure  that"  and " the comprehensive s tudy" . 

J 1l .  i\ l ·_ the ,-� 0m<> 11 1 e e U. n,:1 , Indones i c1  and Ireland _3 4 /  j oined in sponsoring the 
1:-,c>v i s P <l rb: ;1 ( t-. r e  ,:: o J. 1 \  t· _;_ 'H' . 

l S . A l s o  at the s eme meet ing , the Commi s sion adopted the revised draft
1y s o .l ution  ( s e 0 �:hap . I ,  s ect . A ,  (1 •: a f t.  resolution I ) .
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Chapter III 

MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAIROBI FORWARD-LOOKING 
STRATEG I ES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN 

16 . The Commission considered item 4 of its agenda jointly with agenda item 6 
( P repar ations for.  the fourth Wo rld Conference on Women : Action for Equali ty, 
De ve l opment and Peace ) ) 5 /  ot its 1 st to 6th , 8th and 1 2th to 14th meetings, 
f rom 1 1  to 1 3 ,  1 6, 17 , 1 9  and 2 0  March 1992. It had before it the following 
clo c i.unents : 

( a) Report of  the Sec retary-General on the system-wide monitoring of
progress made in the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies 
for the Advancement of Women ( E/CN. 6 /1992/ 2) ; 

' h ) Report of the Secretary-General on violence against women in all its 
forms ( E / CN . 6 / 199 2 / 4 ) ; 

( c) Report of the Secret ary-General on physical violence against
de tained women that i s  speci fic to their sex ( E / CN.6 / 1 9 9 2 / 5) ;

( d )  Note by the Secretary-General on the situation of Pale s tinian women 
nn,1 children ( E / CN .  6 / 1 9 9 2 / 6 ) ;

( e ) D r.· aft r e s o l ution ent i tled  "Communications concerning the status of 
wnmen"  < E 1 eti . fi 1 1 9 �1 ?. / L. n :

( f. ) Note by the Se c retariat: on communications concerning the status of 
women ( E / CN. 6/ 1 9 9 2 / CRP. 3 ) . 

1 7. In addition,  the following docwnents were available to the Commission for 
its information : 

( a )  Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women on its tenth session ( A/46/38 ) ; 

( b )  Repor t  o f  the Human Rights Committee ( A / 4 6 / 4 0 ) ;

( c )  Report o f  the Secretary-General on progress made i n  the preparations 
for the International Year of the Family ( A/ 46/ 36 2  and Corr . I ) ; 

( d )  Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Nairobi 
Fu rward - loo k i nq S t r ategie s  for  the Advancement of Women to the year 2000 
( l'l / 4 6 / 4 3 9 ) ; 

( e) Repo r t  o f  the Sec ret ary-General on the Convention on the Elimination
o r:  1\.J. J. F\) rms ,:, f  D i s c r imination against Women ( A/ 4 6 / 4 6 2) ;

12_/ See chap. V .
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( f ) Repo r t  o f  the Committee on E conomic , Social and Cultural Rights on 
its fifth ses sion ( E/ 19 9 1 / 2 3  and Corr . I ) ; 

( g )  Note by the Secretary-Gene ral o n  the resul t s  o f  the eleventh session 
o f  the Committee on the Elimination of Dis c rimination against Women
( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /CRP . 2 ) .

1 0 .  The Di rector  o f  the Division for the Advancement o f  Women introduced the 
item . She stressed  in particular the need to review the p reparation o f  the 
reports  of the SRc retary-General on the sys tem-wide monitoring of progress  
made iu the imp lementation of  the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategie s for  the 
Mlvancement nf \fom!')n ( E/ CN . 6 / 1 9 92 / 2 )  ancl on physical violence agains t  detained 
wo1nen that. j_ r; �pe c i f i c  t.o the i r  se ,c ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 5 ) . 

l Y . A few representatives expressed inte rest  in the wide variety o f
information contained i n  the repo rt of the Secretary-General o n  the
sys tem-wide monito ring of progress  made in the implementation of the Nairobi
rorward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 92 / 2 )  but
s ugge s ted that it  would be more use ful i f  the repor t  we re more focused and
forward-looking . Several representatives expressed  their support for
e f fect ive coo rdination between organiz ations of the United Nations system in
the implementation o f  the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategie s .

V i olence agains t  women in all its forms 

2 0 . Many representatives expres sed concern about violence agains t  women . 
Gome spoke o f  its  consequences , while othe r s  described measures under taken to 
coml ,nt thR problem . I t  was mentioned that violence against women was among 
the maj or  ob::; tac.les  for the advancement o f  women and for  equality,  and that 
tl1P Fourth Wo r ld Confe rence on Women : Action for Equality , Development and 
rcoce , shuul<l be as ked tu include t.he i s sue of violence in setting specific 
guals to be acl1ieved by the year 2000 . Some representatives said that it 
would be dangerous to s eparate violence f rom the overall context of o ther 
equally important f actors that unde rmined the s tatus o f  women in socie ty . 

2 1 .  Most  o f  the representatives considered violence against women within the 
context of human rights violations . Several representatives noted that the 
recommendation of the Exper t  Group Meeting on Violence agains t Women for the 
appointment o f  a special thematic rappor teur ( see E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 4 , annex ) was 
interesting , and would require close col l aboration between the Commis sion and 
the Committee on the El imination o f  Dis crimination agains t Women .  Whe reas one 
representative took the view that a rappo rteur coul d  repor t  to both the 
Comm i s sion on the Status c.•f Women and the Commis sion on Human Rights , thus 
s tres sing that violence agains t  women also violated human rights , othe r s  s aid 
that the prerequ i s i te for such a mandate was consensus support . 

7. 7. . Many rep:r.esentative s referred to and supported the draft declaration on
" _;_ o .l.ence a9ainst women proposec1 hy the Expert Group Meeting ( see
J.':/ CN . G / 1 9 9 7. / 1! , appendix ) . Many we n> o f  the view that the decl aration required
fn r. the r 1:? J. abon) t i o n  and revi s io n .  Some expressed the view that the definition
c • f  � iu lence regu i :r. ed further work in order to eliminate inconsistencies and
a.r111Jiqui ties . Some representative s considered that a working group should be
f 0 rmed to continue the wor� on a draft  declaration , taking into account the
tnxt proposed by the Expert Group Mee ting .
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Phys ical violence against detai ned women specific to their sex

2 3 . /\ number of representatives drew attention to the importance of the issue 
o f  phys i c al viole nce against detained women. Some stated that the necessary 
me , \ s u re s haL1 been  tnken in  their countries to prevent such occurrences . One 
r P p r e s entative noted  that, in her country ,  not all visitors, as mentioned in 
the  re port o f  th"' Se cretary-General ( E / CN .  6/1992/5 , para. 5. 3), but only male 
vi s itor s  who vi s ited female prisoners,  had to be accompanied by an officer 
th r o ughout the v i sit . 

Si tuation of and assi stance to Palestinian women 

2 4 . Many representatives and observe r s  referred to the prevailing difficult 
situation of P alestinian women in the occupied territor ies . A few 
representatives exp ressed concern that the occupying power had not accepted 
the visi t of a c onsultant to study the actual condi tions of Pales t inian women, 
thus impeding the preparation of the report requested by the Economic and 
Soc ial Council in i t s  resolution 1991/19 . One representative stated that the 
o c cupying powe r should be called upon to review its position and join the 
c 1 1 rrent inte rnational efforts to improve the situation of Pales t inian women 
and to bri ng peace to the region. Another representative considered that the 
i s s ue should be addres s e d  in accordance with the United Nations practice of 
cH.:1cl re s sing violations of human rights, which included, for example, the 
n ppo .intment o f  a spec ial rapporteur, the establ ishment of a group of experts 
1 1 1 · l 1 e a r. .i. nqs . One obse rve r stressecl the need for more information on the 
s i tuation .  

�.vrnen and children  under apartheid 

2 5 . Several representatives mentioned the positive changes in dismantling the 
apartheid regime in South Afri ca, but drew the attention of the Commission to 
the continuation of double discrimination affecting women . They appealed to 
the international community to continue to stand against apartheid until a 
united, democratic South Africa was achieved and to encourage the Government 
of South Afri ca to take measures to ensure that women were included in the 
development process of their country . 

I nternational Year of the Family 

2 6 . Several representative s  expressed concern about the International Year of 
the F am i ly and urged the Commi s sion to put forward the concept of equality of 
men and women in the f am i ly as a basic concept , since the family was 
un<lerqoing evo l u t i onary cl1anges and should be considered in its variety of 
f o rm s  a.nd pre sent day real ities . The International Year of the Family should  
focns  on  the J.'f:! l ationship between men  and women both within the family unit 
8nd  within the concep t of partner ship . In addition , the concept of the 
� l •� i al i z at ion proces s i n  childhood with regard to gender -based biases could be 
taken into consi der ation . One representative , on behalf of a group of 
countries, s tressed the need for responsible fatherhood, while focusing on 
equality and measures to conciliate f amily and working life for the bene fit of 
women and men . 
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�onvention on the Elim ination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

2 7 .  Many representatives stated that the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women contained a set of principles to 
s � feguard  the r i ght s of women and were o f  direct relevance to the 
imp lementation of the Forward-looking S trategies . A few representatives and 
ob servers considered that reservations to the substantial provisions of the 
Convention demonstrated a lack of responsibility on the part of Governments 
m, , l  s ugge st'! rJ th a t  the Commission m ight c onsider the idea of seeking an 
nav i s ory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the compatibility of 
r e s e rvations wi th the obj ect and purpose of the Convention. Many 
repre sentatives said that the Committee on the El imination of Discrimination 
against Women had made a positive contribution to the policy of the 
n�vnncement o f  women and s upported i t s request for extended or additional 
meeting time and for i ncreased resources to deal with the backlog of reports 
awaiting consideration . A few non-governmental organizations stressed the 
need for rais ing awareness of the Convention at the grass-roots level and 
s uggested a str onger role for the Commission regarding the Convention. 

World Conference on Hum an Rights 

2 8 . As part of mainstreaming women ' s c oncerns, many representatives urged the 
Commi s s ion to make its contribution to the agenda of the World Conference on 
Hum an Right s , to be held in 19 9 3  and supported the recommendations of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrim ination against Women on the 
preparations for the World Conference on Human Rights. One representative 
s tated  that  the i s sue o f  violence against women shoul'd be included in  the 
W,p.- l (l Conf c r.e n<� e  rJn Human Rights. .l'\nother stated that the World Conference on 
Bum an Rights was rel evant. to the p reparations for the Fourth World Conference 
on Women . Still another stated that an assessment of key issues from a gender 
pe r spective woul d be an important step towards the integration of women ' s  
r ights into the human r ights work of the United Nations . One representative 
s upported the request  of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women that the issue of reservations to human rights conventions be 
raised at the World Conference on Human Rights . 

Communications concerning the status of women 

2 9 .  On 1 1  and 1 2  March 1 9 92, a list of confidential communications on the 
status of women ( S. W . Communications list No. 26  and Add.1 ) was distributed 
in  a sealed envelope to the representatives of each State member of the 
Commi s sion . 

3 0 . l\t its 6th meeting , on 16 March, the Commission appointed a Working Group 
0 1 1 Communi c a tions concerning the Status· of Women . The Working Group held 
Un eP.  c lose(1 mee t ings . 

:1 1 .  The Working Group submitted its  report to the Commission at a closed 
me e t ing . 

3 2 . Many representatives considered the communications procedure a useful 
mechanism for identifying discrimination against women and for monitoring the 
observance of  the rights of women and stated that it should be reviewed with a 
view to strengthening it and making it more transparent, rather than creating 
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a new p r ocedure . They also considered that, through an enhanced 
c ommunications procedure , the Commission could develop appropriate measures to 
p revent and remedy discrim ination . Other representatives suggested more 
pub lici ty for this mechanism , the possibility of arranging for the meetings of 
the Work ing Group on Communications be fore  the Commission ' s  sessions and 
c l oser cooperation with States , greater coordination between the bodies of the 
U 1 1 i ted Nat ions sys tem and more clearly defined cri teria for the selection of 
communications . 

3 3 . On 1 8  Mar ch,  the representative of Chile , on behalf of the members of the 
Wo r k i ng G roup on Communications conce rning the Status of Women, i ntroduced the 
nipo r t. o f  t. Jw Wo r k ing Group in  a c l osed  meeting o f  the Commis s ion . At the 
'., Mme mee t i ng ,  t:h':\ C r1mmis s ion dec ide r] to adopt the report of the Working Group, 
u�  o r ally mnende� . and to include i t  in its enti rety in the report of the
Cummi s s iou .

J 4 .  The repo r t.  o f  the Working Group read as follows : 

"The Working Group on Communications concerning the Status of Women 
was guided in its del iberations by the mandate given in Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1983 / 2 7  of 26 May 1983 . 

"The Group had before it all communications received by the Division 
for the Advancement o f Women, United Nations Of fice at Vienna, as well as 
those that had been extracted f rom the confidential l ist of 
communications concerning human rights received by the Division f rom the 
Cent r e  fo r Human Rights , United Nations Off ice at Geneva . 

"The Working Group noted among the communications received cases of 
violence aqainst women , exercised especially by the army, security and 
o ccupat ion  forc e s , ancl di scr imination with regard to equality in women ' s
wor k ing l i f<?. .

"Having considered the small number of communications contained in 
the confidential  list,  namely five , the Wo rking Group took the view that 
the number was not sufficient to enable it to identify trends that 
revealed a consistent pattern of reliably attested injustice and 
discriminatory practices against women . However, when account was taken 
of the reports of the Working Group on Communications at previous 
s essions , a recurrence of violence against women and dis crimination with 
regard to equality in women ' s working life was observed. It  was also  
noted that only some Governments provided repl ies .  

" The Work ing G roup drew the Commission ' s  attention t o  the current 
communi cations procedure and proposed that the Commi ssion conside r ways 
of  improving the mechanism. It also propos ed increased publicity for the
existing communications me chanism within the Commission on the Status of
Women. Fur thermore , the Working Group drew the Commission ' s  attention to
the impo rtance of concerned Gove rnments providing replies to the
commun i c at i ons  they received. "
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION 

Women and children under aparthe id 

3 S .  At the 6th meeting, on 16 March, the observer for Algeria, _lQ/ on  behalf  
of  the Af r i c an States that are members of  the Commission, introduced a draft
r e :, oluti on ( E / CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 5) entitled "Women and children under aparthe id" .

3 6 . At the 1 3 th meeting, on 20 Mar ch, it was announced that the draft 
re solution ( E/ CN . 6/ 199 2 /L . 5 )  had been submitted by Nige ria, on behal f o f  the 
State s Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group o f  7 7 . 

3 7 . At the same meeting, the representative of Nigeria, on behalf of the 
sponsors, orally revised the draft res o lution, as fo l lows : 

( a ) In the ninth preambul ar paragraph and in operative paragraph 6 ,  the 
wo rd "non- racial ' ' was repl aced by the word "non-racist" ; 

( b ) In operative paragr aph 5 ,  the words "under apartheid"  were added at
the end of the par agraph . 

J I.I .  At the s ame meeting , the Deputy Director of the Division for the 
/\<l.vancement o f  Women made a s tatement on the programme budget implications o f  
the dr aft r esol u t i on . 

3 9 . hls o at the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft res o l ution , as 
o r ally revised , by a rol l -call vote of 26 to 1, with 14  abstentions ( see
chap. I, sect .  A, draft resolution II ) . The vo ting was as fol l ows :

In favour : Bangl ade sh, Brazil, Chile, China, Cypr us , Egypt, Ghana , 
India , Indonesia ,  Iran ( Is lamic Republic of ) ,  Madagas car , 
Mal aysia, Mexico, Mo rocco, Nige r ia, Pakistan, Pe r u ,  
Philippines, Sudan , Thail and , Uganda, United Republic o f  
Tanzania, Venezuela, Zaire, Z ambia, Zimbabwe . 

Against : United States of Ame rica . 

Abstaining : Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Cote d ' Ivoire , Czechos lovakia , 
Finland, France , Italy, Japan, Netherlands , Poland , Russian 
Feder ation, Rwanda, Spain . 

4 0 . Before the draft res olution was adopted, statements were made by the 
rep resentative o f  the United States of America and the obse rver for Portugal 
( 0 11  behal f  o f  the States Members of the United Nations that are member s  o f  the 
European Economic Community) ; after it was adopted the representative o f  
AuG tria made o s tatement . 

_lQ_/ I n  accordance wi th rule 69 of the rules o f  procedure of the 
functional comm issions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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Situation of and as sistance to Palestinian women 

4 1 . At  the 6th meeting, on 16 March , the representative of the Sudan, on 
hehalf  of Algeria , .l!il Bangl adesh , Cuba, .l!i/ Cyprus, Egypt, India, Indonesia, 
the Islamic Republic o f  Iran,  Lebanon, ]_Q_/ Madagascar, Malaysia, Morocco , the 
Phi lippines , the Sudan, Tunisia , ]Ji_/ the United Republic of Tanzania, 
Yemen, J_q / Z;:unbia and Z imbabwe , subsequently j oined by Uganda, introduced a 
tlraft resolution ( E /CN . 6 / 1992 / L . 6) enti tled ' 'The situation of and assis tance 
t.o Palestinian women" .

1 7. . At the 1 3 th meeting, on 20 Mar ch, it was announced that the draft 
resol ution ( E/CN . 6/ 1 9 9 2 / L.6 ) had been submitted by Nigeria ,  on behal f of the 
States  Membe r s  of the Uni ted Nati ons that are membe r s  of the Group of 7 7. 

43 . At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, by a 
roll- call vote of 2 9  to l with 1 1  abstentions ( see chap. I, sect. A, draft 
r e s olution II I ) .  The vot ing was as follows : 

In favour : Austri a ,  Bangladesh , Braz il, Chile, China, Cyprus, Ecuador, 
Egypt, Finland, Ghana, India , Indonesia, Iran ( Islamic 
Republic of ) ,  Madagascar, Malaysia, Mexico, Moroc co, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru ,  Philippines, Spain , Sudan, 
Thai l and , Uganda, Uni ted Republic of Tanz ania, Venezuela, 
Z c1mb i a, Z imbabwe . 

!illain;,t : Un ited States o f  Ame r ica . 

Abstaining : Bulgar ia, Canada , C6te d ' Ivoire, Czechoslovakia, France, 
I taly, Japan, Nethe r lands, Poland, Russian Federation, 
Rwanda. 

4 4 .  Before the draft resolution was adopted, statements were made by the 
repre sentative of the United States of America and the observer for Israel ; 
afte r it was adopted, statements were made by the representatives of the 
Netherlands, Japan, Italy and France. 

4 5 . The representative of Brazil, speaking on behalf of the Latin American 
and Caribbean States that are members of the Commis sion, expressed their 
support for the process of negotiations on peace in the Middle East and 
emphasi zed that they would have liked an explicit reference to that ef fect 
i ncluded in the res oluti on. 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrim ination 
against Women 

4 6 . At the 8th meeting, on 17 March, the representative of Italy, on behalf 
o f  Australia, ]_Q_/ Austria , Denmark , .l!i/ Egypt ,  Finland, Ghana, Italy , the
Philippines, Portugal, .l!il Thailand and Venezuel a ,  subsequently j oined by
C anada, Chile, Ecuador , Ge rmany, l.Q./ Greece , ].QI Mexico, New Zealand , .l!il,
Norway, .l!i/ Spain, Sweden 36/ and Tunisia ,  .J.Q/ introduced a draft resolution
( E / CN.6/19 9 2 /L . 7) entitled "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women",  which she orally revised by changing the number
" 111" ,  in the first preambular  paragraph, to "112 " and by rep l acing, in
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ope rative paragr aph 4 ,  the words "Al s o  s trongly suppor t s "  by the word 
"�e lcomes " .  

4 7 . At the 1 3 th meeting , on 20  March , the Secretary o f  the Commis sion 
informed the Commis s ion that , as a result  of informal consultations , the words 
" until the Committee removes its backlog in considering reports " were to be 
added at the end of ope rative paragraph 2 .  

4 8 . At the same  me1?ting, the obse rver for  Yemen proposed  an amendment to the 
last  preambular  paragraph , namely,  that the words " s ome o f  which were m ade by
I s lamic countries "  be inserted be tween the words " re s ervations " and " and
welcoming" .

4 9 . Fol lowing s t�tements by the representative o f  I taly and the Chairpe rson, 
the observer for Y emen withdrew his amendment . 

50 . At the Sillne meeting , the Deputy Director of  the Division for the 
�<lvoncement  of Women s tated that an extension o f  the twel f th session o f  the 
Committee on the E l imination of Dis crimination against Women from 10 days to 
three weeks would involve conference-servicing requirements in the amount o f  
$77 , 200 , a t  full cos t ,  the actual costs o f  which would be s e t  agains t  the 
p rovision already m ade unde r section 3 2  o f  the p rogramme budget for the 
biennium 1 9 9 2 -19 9 3 , in accordance with the existing methodology for budgeting 
for  confe rence-se rvi cing requirements in relation to the inclusion o f  
additional meetings i n  the calendar o f  meetings and conferences . I t  would 
also require additional travel requirements for experts , consisting o f  daily 
s ubsis tence allowance in the amount of $40 , 000  for 1 9 9 3 . Additional 
requi rements aris i ng f rom the draft resolution to the extent that they 
affected future periods would be deal t with in the context of the respective 
proposed programme budgets . 

51 . At the s ame meeting , the Commis sion adopted the draft resolution,  as 
o rnJ. ly revi sed ( see chap . I ,  sect . A ,  draft reso lution IV ) .

5 2 . After the draft resolution was adopted, the representative o f  the United 
States of Ame rica made a statement .  

Violence agains t  women in al l its forms 

5 3 . At the 8 th meeting, on 17 March,  the representative o f  Canada,  on behalf  
o f  Australia , .J..2/ Canada , Czechoslovakia,  Finland, Hungary, .ll_/ Lebanon , .ll_/
Mo rocco,  the Nethe r l and s ,  Norway, ]QI the Philippines ,  Por tugal , .12/ the
Republic of Kore a ,  ].Q/ Spain ,  Sweden ,  ]QI Switzerland, 3 6 /  Thailand,
Turkey , 3 6 /  the United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela and Zambia ,  int roduced
a draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 8 )  entitled "Violence against women in all 
its forms " .

54 . At the 1 3 th meeting , on 20  March,  the Commission had before it a revised 
draft  resolution , which was submitted by the original sponsors  j oined by 
l\r:qentina, _;l_Q/ /\us t ria, the Bahamas , Bongladesh , Brazil , Bulgaria, Chile , 
(.:,", t:e  t.:l ' Ivo i re ,  Cyprus , Denmark , 3 6 /  Ecuado r ,  F rance , Greec e ,  1,QI Jamaica ,  
Pen , , Poland , the United r�tates o f  Ame rica and Zimbabwe , and which included 
the following changes : 
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( a ) In operative paragraph 2 ,  the words "to adopt, strengthen and 
enforce legislation prohibiting violence against women and" were inserted 
between the words "U rges Membe r States " and "to take all" ;  

( b )  In  operative paragraph 4, the word "Welcomes" was replaced by the 
words "Takes note of " ;  

( c) In operative paragraph 5, the words "in New York" between the words
" to convene" and " an inter-sessional working group" and the words "at its 
forty-eighth ses sion " after the words "to the General Assembly" were deleted ; 

(cl ) Oper a U v e  paragraph 6 ,  whi ch had read: 

" 6 . Requests the Sec retary-General to present a report to the 
thi rty-seventh session of the Commission on the implications and options 
o f  appoint i uq ,  if necessary, a spe cial thematic rapporteur on violence
agains t women ,  including outli ning possible terms of reference" ;

was replaced by the following text : 

"6. Reguests Governments , international organizations, 
non-governmental organizations , other relevant bodies and academics to 
continue to undert ake research into the causes of violence against women";  

( e) Operative paragraph 7, which had read:

"7 .  Urges Governments ,to address violence against women at the
Fourth World Conference on Women : Action for Equality, Development and 
Peace ( 1 9 9 5 ) as  one o f  the key obstacles to women ' s  advancement, 
including the conside ration o f  mecliwn- and longer-term measures to 
er adicate a l l  forms o f  violence against women" ; 

was revised to read : 

"7 . Il.1;:_9.fili Governments to address violence against women at the 
Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality , Development and 
Peace, to be held in 1 9 95, as one of the maj or obs tacles to women ' s  
advancement" .  

5 5. At the same meeting, the Deputy Director of the Division for the 
Advancement of Women stated that the convening of a five-day inter-sessional 
working group of the Commission before the end of 1992 ( operative para. 5 of 
the dr af t  resolution ) would involve con ference-servicing requirements in the 
amount of $ 146, 400 , at full cost, the actual costs of which would be set 
agai nst the provi s ion already made under section 32  of the programme budget 
f o r  the biennium 1 9 9 2-19 9 3 ,  i n  accordance with the existing methodology for 
budgeting for conference - servicing requirements in relation to the inclusion 
of �dditional mee tings i n  the calendar of meetings and conferences . It would
a l s o  require co sts e stimate d at $ 1 4 0 , 000  to cover the travel of participants
.i. 1 , ,_. he wo r k .i. nq g -ronp i f  they are  nom ina ted and confi rmed in accordance with
e s tablished procedure . I t  would als o require travel of one staff member f rom
New York to ser v i c e  the meeting , at a cost of $5, 000.
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56 . At the s ame meeting , the Commis sion adopted the revi sed draft resolution 
( see chap . I, sect . A, draft resolution V ) .  

Communications on the status of women 

57 . The Commiss ion had before it a draft resolution ( EICN.6 1 1 9 9 2 IL. 2 ) 
entitled "Communications concerning the status of women",  which the 
Comm i s sio n ,  in its decision 351 10 3  of 8 March 1 991 , had decided to defer  fo r 
cons i deration at it s thirty-sixth ses sion. 

58 . At the 8th meeting ,  on 17 March, the representative o f  the United States 
of Amer i ca , on behalf  of Aus tralia , ].QI Austria, Belgium ,  ].QI Bulgar ia ,  
Canada, Co te d ' Ivoire, Cyprus , Czechoslovakia , Denmark , .l.2_1 Finland, Morocco, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, .1§.I Norway , .li./ Poland, the Russ ian Fede ration , 
Sweden , �I Switzerland, ].QI Thai l and , the United Kingdom of Great B ritain and 
Northern Ireland, ].QI the United State s of Ame rica and Zaire, subsequently 
j o ined by Germany, ].QI and Rwanda , int roduced a revised draf t  resolution 
( EICN.6119 9 2IL . 2 1 Rev . 1 )  entitled " Communications on the s tatus of women", 
which read as follows : 

" The Economic and Soc ial Council , 

" Recalling its resolutions 76 ( V) of 5 Augus t  1947 and 3 04  I ( XI )  of 
14 and 17 July  1950 , which form  the basis for the mandate o f  the 
Comm i s s ion  on  the Stc1tus of Women to receive at each o f  its regul ar 
ses s i ons  a li s t  o f  confiden t i a l  and non-confidential communi cations 
relat ing to the status of women , 

"lak ing into conside ration its  resolution 1983 127 of 26 May 1 983 , in 
which it reaff irmed the mandate of the Commis s ion . to consider 
confidenti al and non-conf identi al communications on the s tatus of women 
and authorized the Commiss ion to appoint a working group on 
communications to cons ider and prepare a report  to the Commi s s i on on s uch 
communications ,  

" Recalling its resolution 198 6 1 29 of 23 May 19 8 6 ,  in which it 
invited Membe r States to report to the Secretary-Gener al on legi slative 
and other measures they have taken to prevent physical violence against  
detained women that is  specif ic to  thei r s ex , and requested the 
Commis s ion to continue to consider communications relating to the status 
of women and to make recommendations to the Economic and Social Council , 
i f  necessary , 

".Reaffirmi ng that discriminat ion against women is incompatible with 
htunan ,_l.i. gni t.y and that women and men s hould participate on the basis of 
equality, irrespective of race or creed, in the soc ial, economic and 
pol itical proce s ses of thei r  countr ies, 

" Recogni z ing that the mandate of  the Commi s s i on to consider 
communic ations i s  cruci al to its central role in monito ring and 
formulating recommendations to implement the Nai robi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, and promotes its ability to 
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ful f i l  other aspects of  i t s  mandate regarding the elimination o f  
discrimination agains t  women, 

"Recall i ng its resolution 1990 / 8  of 24  May 1 9 9 0 ,  by which i t  
reques ted the Secretary-General t o  examine , i n  consul tation with 
Governments , the exis ting mechanisms for communications on the s tatus of 
women, in o rder to ensure that such communicat ions receive effective and 
app ropriately coordinated consideration in  view of  the role of  
communications in  the work  o f  the Comm i s s ion,  and to  report thereon to 
the Comm i s s ion at its  thir ty-fi fth session,  

' 'Having considered the report of  the Secretary-General on examining 
exis ting mechanisms for communications on the status o f  women, which 
contains a number of valuable s uggestions for improving the e fficiency 
and use fulne s s  of  tho se mechanisms , 

"Noting the conclus ion o f  the Working Group on Communications in i ts 
report  to the thi rty-fifth s e ssion of  the Comm i s s ion that whil e  the 
communications procedure p rovided a valuable source of information on the 
e ffects o f  discrimination on the lives of  women,  it should be improved to 
make it more  efficient and useful , and that clear criteria for receiving 
communications should be give n ,  

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on violence 
agains t women in all i ts forms ( E/CN . 6 / 19 9 2 / 4 ) ,  which s tates that through 
an enhanced communication procedure , the Comm i s s ion could be better 
advised on the many manifes tations of violence against women and develop 
appropri ate measures to encourage Governments to accelerate thei r  work to 
prevent and remedy violenc e ,  

" 1 .  Reaffirms that the Commiss ion o n  the Status of  Women i s  
empowered t o  make recommendations t o  the Economic and Social Council on 
what action should be taken on emerging t rends and patterns of  
dis c r imination agains t women revealed by s uch communications ; 

" 2 . Requests the Secretary-General to publicize widely among 
international and national o rgani zations , in particul ar ,  women ' s  groups , 
the exi s tence and s cope of  the communication mechanisms of  the Commission; 

" 3 . Further  requests the Secretary-General to support the 
activi ties  o f  the Commiss ion with regard to its  consideration of  
communications and to  ensure proper coordination of the activities of the 
Comm i s s ion in thi s  area and those of the bodie s  of the Counci l ,  by taking 
the fol lowing action:  

' ' ( a ) To ensure that the Division for the Advancement of Women of the 
Uni ted Nations Office at Vienna and the Centre for Human Rights 
coordinate r_'. JoseJ.y so  that all communications received are sent as soon 
as pos s ible  to the appropriate United Nations body and to each concerned 
Member Stnte , and that the respective office s  are informed of the 
dispo s it ion of the communications ; 
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'' ( b )  To encourage the speci a l i zed agencies  o f  the United Nations to 
p rovide to the Commission , through the Divis ion for the Advancement of  
Women , c ommunications or other i nformation in the i r  possess ion that is  
re levant to d i s c r imination against  women; 

" ( c )  To make available to author s  of  communications any 
recommendations by the Commi s s ion to the Counc i l  on s i tuations b rought to 
the attention o f  the Comm i s s ion by the Working G roup on Communic ations ; 

" 4 . Reaf f i rms that the consideration by the Comm i s s ion o f  the 
communi c ations shall remain confidential until  such time as the 
Comm i s s ion may decide to make recommendations to the Counc i l ; 

" 'j . Reguests  that the Comm i s s ion,  in order to avoid dupl ication of 
wo rk , dete rmine whe ther a trencl or patte rn of  discrimination against  
women revealed by  communi cations s hould be  brought to the attent ion of 
anothe r l Jni ted N ations body o r  speciali zed agency that might be bette r 
abl� to take appropriate action ; 

" 6 .  Furthe r reguests the Comm i s s ion to e stabl i sh an open-ended 
working group during its thi rty-seventh session to recommend : 

" ( a ) Ways o f  making the existing procedure for receiving and 
cons idering communications , including the s tandard o f  adm i s s ib i l i ty ,  more 
transparent and e f ficient , taking into account the report  of the 
Secretary-Gene ral to the thi rty- f i f th ses sion of the Commi s s ion ; 

" ( b )  Ways of  reques ting additional information on a trend o r  pattern 
of dis c r imination agains t women when it  is needed to enable the 
Commiss ion to recommend appropr i ate action to the Counci l  so that the 
Commission at its  thirty-seventh sess ion may make appropr i ate 
recommendations on these points to the Counc i l ; 

" 7 . Reguests the Secretary-General to ensure that any costs  
resulting f rom the activities set  out in  the pre sent resolution are kept 
to a minimum and that the activities are carried out within existing 
resource s . "  

5 9 . At the 1 3 th meeting,  on 20  March , the representative of  China, o n  behalf 
of  China , the United Republic  of Tanzani a and Zimbabwe , introduced and o rally
revised amendments ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 19 )  to the revised draft resolution
contained in document E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 2 /Rev . 1 .  The amendments called for :

( a ) The repl acement , in the second preambular paragraph , o f  the words 
"on communications to cons ider and p repare a report  to the Comm i s s ion on such 
communications " by the words " to cons ider communi cations , with a view to 
bringing to the attention o f  the Comm i s s ion those communications , including 
the repl ies  o f  Governments ,  which appear to reveal a cons i s tent pattern o f  
re J. .i. abJ.y attes ted inj us tice and discriminatory practices against women" ; 

( b )  The cJele tion of the thi rd and fifth preambular paragraphs ; 

( c )  The repl acement of the seventh preambular p aragraph by the fol lowing 
tex t :  
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"Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on exam ining 
e x i sting mechanisms for communications on the status o f  women and the 
var ious views expressed by Governments " ;  

( d ) The de le tion of  the ninth preambular paragraph; 

( e )  The de le tion o f  ope rative paragraphs 3 ( c )  and 6 .

6 0 . At the 14th meeting, on 2 0  March, the Secretary of the Comm i s s i on read 
out the fol lowing changes to the revised draft resolution 
( E/ CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 2 /Rev . 1 ) ,  agreed upon during informal consultations : 

( a ) I n  the second preambular paragraph, the words "on communications to 
consider and p repare a repor t  to the Commiss ion on such communications " were 
replaced by the words " to consi de r  communicat ions , with a view to bringing to 
the attention o f  the Commission those communicat ions , including the replies of 
Gove rnments , which appear to reveal a cons i s tent pattern of  rel i ably attested 
injustice  and d i s criminatory practices agains t women" ; 

( b )  The thi rd and fifth preambular paragraphs were deleted; 

( c )  The seventh prewibular paragraph was replaced by the fol lowing text : 

' 'Taking_11ote of  the report of the Secretary-General on examining 
exist ing mechanisms for communications on the s tatus of women and the 
various views expressed by Governments " ;  

( d )  The ninth preambul ar paragraph was deleted;  

( e )  Oper at ive paragraph 6 was reworded to read as follows : 

" 6 . Further requests the Comm i s s ion to conside r ,  as appropriate , 
ways of  maki ng the exis ting procedure for receiving and considering 
communications , including the standard o f  adm i s s ibil i ty ,  more transparent 
and e f f i c ient , taki ng i nto account the repor t  of the Secretary-General on 
examini ng existing mechanisms for communic at ions on the status of women ,  
which w a s  s ubmitted t o  the Commission a t  its  thirty-fi fth session . " 

6 1 . At  the s ame meeting ,  the Comm i ssion adopted the revised draft resolution 
( E/ CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 2 /Rev . 1 ) , as orally revised ( see chap . I ,  sec t .  A ,  draft 
resolution V I ) .  

fi � . I n  the light of the adoption of draft resolution E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 2 /Rev . 1 ,  
the amendments contained i n  document E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 19 were withdrawn by the 
sponsors . 

6 3 . After the draft resolution was adopted, s tatements were made by the 
representative s  0f the United States of America  and China . 
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Advancement o f  women and the family 

64 . At  the 8 th meet ing ,  on 17 March,  the observer for Belgium ,  .1§/ on behalf 
o r  l\11s tr.:d i n ,  }Q I  Aus t ri a ,  Bel arus , 3 6 1  Belgium ,  }QI Bulgaria ,  Canada,
C7,e chos lovak i a ,  nenmar k ,  1.lV Ghana , Greece , 3 6 1  I taly , the Nethe r l ands , the
Phil ippine s , Pol ;;iml , Por tugal , ].QI Spain ,  Swi tze rland , ].QI the Rus s i an
Federation , Thai l and , Vene zuela ,  Zaire  and Zambia,  introduced a draft
resolution ( E ICN . 6 1 19 9 2 I L . 9 ) enti t led ' 'The advancement of women and the
fami ly" .

6 5 .  At the 1 2 th meeting,  on 19  March, the Comm i s s ion had before i t  a revi sed 
draft resolution ( EICN . 6 1 1 9 92 I L . 9 1 Rev . 1 ) ,  whi ch was s ubmi tted by the o r iginal 
sponsors j oined by Argentina , ].QI Japan , Rwanda and Z imbabwe . The changes in 
the revised draft reso lution were as fol lows : 

( a ) Subparagraph 2 ( a ) ,  which had read : 

" ( a ) That the family  i s  a changing system o f  rel ationships between 
individuals , and that society and policies  mus t therefore remain open and 
adaptable to diffe rent forms 0f the family" ; 

wns  reviserl to read : 

" ( <\ ) That f ami l ies are changing sys tems of rel ationships between 
iudividuaJ. s . and that society and policies  must the re fore be responsive 
ancl receptive to the i r.  needs " ;  

( b )  Subparagraph 2 ( b ) , whi ch had read :  

" ( h )  That individual r ights o f  women ,  men and chi ldren shoul d  be 
respected equally and that,  in cases  of conf l ict , they should have equal 
oppor tuni ties  to as sert those r ights " ;  

was revised to read : 

" ( b )  That individual rights o f  women and men should be respected 
equal l y  and they should have equal opportunities to assert  those rights " ;

( c )  Subparagraph 2 { f ) , which had read : 

' ' ( f ) That partne rships between individuals should be based on 
f lexible and appropri ate fo rms " ;  

wa:: de leted and subpar.acrraphs ( g )  to ( k )  were relette red { f )  to { j ) .

6 6 . At the s ame meeting,  the Comm i s s ion adopted the revi sed draft resolution 
( s�e chap . I ,  sect . C ,  resolution 3 6 1 1 ) . 
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Inclusion of the guestion of women in the agendas of 
forthcoming international meetings 

6 7. At the 8th meeting, on 17  March ,  the repres�ntative of B raz i l , on behalf 
of the Lati n  American and Car ibbean States that are member s  of the Commission, 
subsequently joined by Egypt, Indonesia , Italy , Morocco, the Phil ippines and 
Rwanda, introduced a draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 10 )  entitled "Women on 
the agenda o f  forthcoming international meetings". 

6 8. At the 12th meeting , on 19 March , the Commission adopted the draft 
re sol ution  ( see chap. I ,  sect . C ,  resolution 3 6/2). 
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Chapte r  IV 

PRIOR ITY THEMES 

G Y . The Commission  considered item 5 o f  its agenda at its 5th to 10th,  1 2 th 
anr.l 14th meetings , on D and 16  to 2 0  March 1 99 2 . I t  had before it the 
fol lowing documents : 

( a ) Repo r t  of  the Secretary-General on the elimination o f  de jure and 
de facto dis c rimination agains t  women ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 7 ) ;

( b )  Report o f  the Secretary-Gene ral on the integration o f  women in the 
process of deve lopment ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 8 ) ;

( c ) Repo rt o f  the Secretary-Gene ral on women and the environment 
( EI  CN . 6 1 1  9 9 2 /  9 ) ;

( d ) Repo rt o f  the Secretary-Gene ral on equal participation in a l l  
e f forts t o  promote inte rnational coope ration,  peace and disarmament 
( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 10 ) . 

7 0 .  The Directo r o f  the Division for the Advancement of Women introduced the 
i t.em . Unde r the prio r i ty theme o f  development , she emphasized that there  was 
•" ueecl for new approaches to improve the participation of women and their 
i ntegration into the deve lopment proce s s . 

A .  Equality: Elimination of de jure and de facto 
dis c rimination against women 

7 1 .  Many repre sentatives stated that in spite of considerable achievements in 
the elimination o f  de jure disc rimination in ma�y countrie s , dis crimination 
continued to exist  in practice in all  countrie s .  Dis c riminato ry prac tices 
p revented women f rom realizing their potential and affected socie ty as a 
whole . Many representatives emphasized the recent achievements in l egal 
equality , inc luding the abolition o f  dis criminatory provisions in existing 
l aws , the introduction of corresponding amendments and new anti-discriminatory
laws relating to dif fe rent spheres o f  life . Several representatives
emphasized that adhe rence to the Convention on the Elimination o f  A l l  Forms of
Dis c rimination agains t Women was a signal to countries to review their
le•:1 .i. s l ation according to international s tandards .

7 ) . Many rep resentatives emphasized that there  exis ted widespread dis regard 
f o r  laws that protected women ' s  rights . Many representatives and observe r s  
emphasized that the l aws needed to b e  consis tently enforced throughout the 
le9nl and j udicial sys tems . An important step in the enforcement o f  l egal
r .iqhts of  women wa::: to increase the knowledge and awarene s s  of those rights
among women themselve s , as wel l  as among men . Several representatives
s tres sed the neces sity of organizing nationwide campaigns on legal literacy ,
inc luding e s tablishing legal services for women .

7 3 . Seve ral representatives noted that the obstacles to achieving real 
equality were  rooted in exis ting s te reotypes concerning the role of women in 

- 6 2 -



society and in the persistence of traditional norms . In that respec t ,  many 
representatives emphasized that active measures should be taken to eliminate 
traditional stereotyping f rom textbooks and educational curricula . Special 
attention should be given to the mass media, whi ch had a c ritical role in 
changing people ' s atti tudes. To achieve real equality a different 
understanding of parental responsibilities and the equitable sharing of work 
i n  the household was as necessary as child-care facili ties . Many 
representatives emphasized the importance of diversification of women ' s 
choice s in education , training and employment. 

7 4 . Many rep resentatives stres sed that the concept of equality as expre ssed 
in legislation mainly prohibited present discrimination, but ignored the 
e f fec t s  o f  pas t di scrimination . Many representatives no ted that special 
temporary measures could be undertaken to counterbalance the effects of past 
di s crimination in order to reduce or eliminate discrimination and to 
f acilitate the enforcement of existing anti-disc riminatory legislation . 

75. Several representatives noted that in orde r to help the progressive 
development of policy-mak ing in regard to positive action, systematic data 
collection and exchange of information on the effectiveness of various 
p rogrammes and policies was needed . It was suggested that the Economic 
Commission for Europe might take new initiatives. 

7 6 . Many representative s described their experiences in implementing positive 
e c tion prog r ammes . Several representatives st ressed that each step in the 
implementation process should be matched by careful information c ampaigns, 
e specially at the community level . It might be necessary to give greater 
emphasis to devel oping educational strategies to ensure that positive action 
wnR prope r l y  unders tood and implemented .  Several representatives noted that 
obs tacles to achieving de facto equality might, however, not be the same in 
a l l  countr i e s . A regional approach should be considered . 

7 7 .  Several representatives reaffirmed the basic rol e  of national and 
international machinery in stimulating the implementation of positive action 
in the framewor k  of their equali ty programmes and policies. Positive action 
programmes should complement, but not substitute, action aimed at removing the 
underlying causes of disc rimination. 

78 . Many representatives stressed that the gap between de jure and de facto 
equality existed, particularly in the area of dec ision-making , and especially 
at the highest levels . The introduction of quotas or targets was considered 
an efficient way to close the gap. Seve ral representatives mentioned that the 
introduction of quotas was considered a form of political manipulation and a 
non-democ r atic p ractice . Instead, the issue could be highlighted through 
public  debate s, inc reased public awareness and information c ampaigns . 
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B .  Deve lopment 

1 .  Integration of  women i n  the process of development 

7 9 .  Many representatives recalled the c rucial importance o f  the contributions 
of women of a l l  age s in all aspects of development . Women ' s  contribution, 
especially in food and agricul tur e ,  the al location o f  women ' s  earni ngs to the 
bas ic needs o f  thei r  families , and partic ipation in p roduction and government 
service , was acknowledged .  I t  was s tated that i t  woul d  not be pos s ible  to 
solve global p roblems wi thout improving the role of  women in development and 
giving due recognition to thei r  contr ibution . 

80 . Many representative s stres sed the need to take into account the e x i s ting 
inter re l ations between women and deve l opment and o ther i s sues , s ince women ' s  
problems could not be solved in isolation of  those fundamental i s s ues . 
Seve ral representatives emphasized the impo rtance of  spec i f i c  interrelations , 
not only at the mac ro l evel such as pove rty,  population i s sues , human rights 
aucl democ ratization , but also at the micro  level s uch as the product ive and 
nur tur ing roles  o f  women,  or the question of violence . Many representatives 
recognized the magnitude of the task and the complexity of  integrating women 
in deve lopment .  Concern was expres sed about the decade al ready los t ,  the 
s l owness  of implementing the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies and the 
rctpidly inc reas ing number s  of  women in poverty . In  that connection,  many 
representatives s tres sed the efforts that would be required to ensure that 
peace and human r ights were attained to enable women to participate ful ly in 
deve lopment . Improving the education of  women and ensuring thei r  participation 
at all leve l s  and in all areas of dec i s ion-making were often considered 
essential conditions for women to ful f i l  thei r  potential in development . 

8 1 .  Many representatives identified a number o f  continuing maj o r  obs tac les  to 
the effective contribution of women to development . I n  addition to the 
problems of the lack of peace and of s tructural adj ustment , the burden of debt , 
the continuous dete rioration of commodity prices , and protectionis t  measures 
that had resulted in diminishing the avai l abi l i ty of  national and inte rnational 
resources for the advancement of women, the current fundamental changes in a 
number of soc ieties  had to be added . The femini zation o f  pover ty was an i ssue 
of growing conc e r n .  I n  rural areas , it  was due t o  the l ac k  of  access  to l and 
and credi t ,  and i n  urban areas to sex segregation in the l abour market o r  to 
uncontrolled migration . Those que s tions were aggravated by health problems 
and insuffic ient education, including the effects of the AIDS epidemic .  

8 2 . Many representatives cons idered i t  important to s trengthen both 
governmental and non-governmental ins titutions concerned with the advancement 
of women . The s trengthening should be · carried out at a l l  leve l s  by training, 
particularly in entrepreneurship for women . Cooperation between institutions 
should be enhanced to ensure greater effectivene s s  in the i r  action . 

8 3 . Many representatives s tres sed the i ncreasi ng need to develop pol icies  and 
programme s  to rethink the concept of  women in deve lopment , particular ly i n  
relation to the empowe rment o f  women .  That could b e  a s s i s ted b y  improving the 
collection o f  gender - s ens itive and di s aggregated stat i s tics  and training in 
gender analysi s . S everal representat ive s  s tressed the usefulne s s  of 
incorporating into such efforts  a l i fe-course approach for the advancement of 
women . 
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2. Women and the environment

0 4 . Many representatives  emphasized  the s trong l inkage between the status of 
women and their central role in environmental management and development, and 
considered that women ' s  contribution to environmental protection and 
co1 1servation had not been given suf ficient recognition nor accorded the value 
.i. t  dese rved . Some representatives recognized that  sound environmental 
management and conservation was the basis for sustainable development for 
present and future generations. Several representatives noted that, in rural 
are ns, women were the primary managers of  natural resources and had developed 
extensive traditional knowledge and skil ls  through daily interaction with the 
environment . 

85 . Many representatives stated that international cooperation was essential, 
and conce rted and determined efforts on the part of Governments and 
intergove rnmental and non-governmental organizations were necessary to meet 
the challenge of environmentally sus tainable development. Many 
representatives considered it essential that women ' s  needs , concerns and 
con tributions were  fundrunentally incorporated into the planning for the United 
Nations Conference on Envi ronment and Development and in all its 
documentat ion, in  par t i cul ar , Agenda 21. Some representatives urged 
Governments to ensure that women were included in the delegations being sent 
t� tl1at Conference . Othe r representatives stres sed that future research 
:::hould be gender-- sensitive, and that gender-impact analysis was important. 

n r, .  Many representatives stressed that activities subsequent to the 
Environment Confe rence should be coordinated with the monitoring mechanisms of 
the Forward- looking Strategies, the preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women and the implementation of the Convention on the 
E l imination of All Forms of Discr imination against Women . The Commission 
s hould ensure that women ' s  concerns were taken into account in all 
multilateral bodies, and that the relevant par ts of its  report should be sent 
by the Commission to the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 46/ 1 67. 

87. Many representatives observed that women were underrepresented at all 
levels of decision-making and l acked the power to affect policies, at either 
the micro or  the macro level. One representative stated that women ' s  
perspective, needs and priorities should be reflected in the planning and 
implementation of policies for the environment and development and that women 
Ghould participate in  c1ebates on the environment. 

8 0 . Several representati ves considered that development and the alleviation 
0 f  poverty should be high prioritie s  for the international community. Poverty 
continued to restrict women ' s  capacities to take control of their lives and 
make a positive contribution to ecologically sustainable development ,  
particularly  in  the developing countries , where environmental degradation had 
been mainly a function of pove rty and lack of information. 

89 .  While one representative considered that donor aid agencies could 
reinforce action for sustainable development and for the development of women 
by linking aid to the level of the participation of women and to improvement 
in the ir status, another representative was concerned about imposing more 
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conditions on development assistance. Another representative said that 
attention should also be given to the level of the participation of women 
during the designing and planning of p rojects and programmes aimed at 
pro tect ing and improving the envi ronment. 

9 0 . Seve r a l  representatives stress ed the importance of and access to formal 
,,u1d i nformal educ ati on, vocational training and retraining at all ages, 
envi ronmental ly sound working conditions , health-care education and hygie ne. 
A f nw representative s s tated that p rogrammes for environmental protection and 
women  in development shou l d  be suited to local circwnstances. Some 
r:epresentatives r.eportec1 on the ex isting programmes for  afforestation and 
was te land development and on the e f forts made to deal with dese rtification , 
erosion and pollution, and on research into alternative energy sources to 
reduce the use of fuelwood in rural areas . Others informed the Commission of 
legal reforms and the establishment of committees to monitor 
pollution-producing industries . 

9 1 . Some representatives said that women should have access to f inances, 
credit and equal employment opportunities , equal rights to ownership, access 
to and control over land and othe r natural resources and access to information 
and to environmentally sound technology . One representative said that the 
bene f its de rived by women from programmes directed at conservation, such as 
new skills, i ncome generation, conf idence-building and improvement in the 
s t nn.darc1 of l iving and status, should be docwnented, shared and disseminated 
to the Envi ronment Conference . One observe r stressed that the utilization of 
women ' f: know.ledge .i. n ;;m:i.mal lmsbanc1r.y, the use of medicinal plants and the use 
u [  l and was e s s e nti al.

9 2. One representative commented that the growing world population had 
contributed to the l o ss of natural resources. Another observer emphasized the 
importance o f  the role of women and their right to make  decisions in 
population planning. As activists and leade rs, women we re involved in 
campaigns to promote envi ronmental awareness and protection and that should be 
extended to all countries. A few representatives commented on the imbalance 
in conswnption of global resources and the practice of dwnping tox ic wastes in 
developing countries. Some obse rvers encouraged research in and fai r e r  
distr ibution and transfe r of alte rnative cleaner technologies, and access by 
women to those technologies was considered important. One observer reported 
on the ecological, genetic, psychological and biological effects of the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaste r that still affected women and families in the area ; 
o the r s  refer red to the e f fects on the environment of forced migrations and the
cond i t ions during armed conflicts, such as water and ene rgy shortages and
a e R t r. uction o f  a r able  land.

c . Peace : Equal parti c ipation in  all efforts to promote 
i nternational cooperation, peace and disarmament 

9 ] .  Mnny representative s referred to women ' s  unde r representation in 
dP.c ision-making bodies, including those of the United Nations system ,  and in 
internat ional negot iat ions , and stressed that rapid change was needed to 
redress the situation . 
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94 . A few repres entatives emphas i zed the relationship between women ' s  low 
participation i n  public l i fe and decis ion-making at the national l evel and the 
absence o f  women f rom the peace process  at the international leve l . One 
representative s tated that women could make a d i f fe rence in the peace process  
by creating a more collaborative , less  confrontational atmospher e ,  according 
to the f i ndings o f  a study on women and arms control  in  her country . 

9 5 .  A few representatives agreed that when women ' s  participation reached what 
was refe rred to as a critical mass  they could change the substance and style 
of po l i tics . One representative stated that mo re research was needed to find 
a sound bas i s  for  enlarging the access  of women to decision-making and to 
analyse the ques tion of the difference an increased participation o f  women 
would make to the outcome of politics . A few representatives noted that,  
owing to the unavai labi lity o f  data,  the report was based mainly on the 
experience o f  women from deve loped countries , and more information on women in 
deve loping countries  would be helpful in the future . One representative 
s tressed in that connection the impo rtance o f  women ' s  active par ticipation in  
elections as both candidates and voters , pol i tical education for  women, 
ewj oyment of civi l rights and responsibi l ities , and training contes tants for 
participation i n  political parties . Another representative noted important 
co r relations between the participation of women in deci sion-making and 
education,  transparency o f  the political system ,  democracy , and clear criteria 
for selecting candidates and o f fici al s . 

9 6 . Many representatives referred to new dimens ions and maj or changes in 
international r e lations . They we re characteri zed on the one hand by 
disintegration o f  political systems , formation o f  new States ,  emerging 
problems  related to external deb t ,  threats to the environment , unemployment , 
unusual numbe r s  o f  refugees , AIDS , prostitution o f  minors ,  drug trafficking , 
terrorism ,  armed conflicts , and pove rty, and on the other hand by democratic 
change s in some parts of the world ,  optimism accompanying the end of the cold 
war and peace e fforts iu the Middle Eas t ,  and attempts to e stablish a j ust new 
i nte rnational orde r ,  based on law ,  peace ,  s tab i l i ty and social progres s .  
Women should be fully invo lved in ongoing processes , reforms and 
democrat i z ation . 

97 . Many representatives s tressed the need for women ' s  equal participation in 
al l peace e f fo r ts , including national and international deci sion-making, 
enabl ing women ' s  contribution to confl ict resolution,  security ,  applicabil ity 
of the principl e s  of the Charter of the United Nations and international law ,  
policy formulation and creation o f  democratic sys tems . Attention should be 
given to measures aimed at accelerated participation of women in resolving 
global problem s , such as sustainable deve lopment , environment , population, 
s c ience and technology , and pove rty al leviation,  in order to make a deci sive 
contribution to world peace and decision-making by the year 2 000 . One 
representative noted the 3 0  per cent involvement of female Uni t�d Nations 
s taff in the peace process  in Namibia,  and expressed the hope that women would 
continue to p l ay important roles in future United Nations peace-keeping 
miss ions . One representative refer red to the World  Conference on Human 
Riqhts , to be held  in 1 9 9 3 , as a good opportuni ty for rai s i ng that i ssue at 
the international level . Some repre sentatives mentioned the new commi tments 
t<.1 women ' s  equal i ty that ha.cl been introduced at the Conference for Security 
and Coope ration in Europe . 
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9 0 . Attention was dr awn by many representatives to the situation of women and 
chil dren in the areas affected by armed confli c ts, foreign occupation, civil 
u11 r P. st ,  violations of human rights, oppression and drought. One 
��p r e sentative expres sed  concern about the fact that women local leaders , 
administrators and soci al workers wer e  victims of direct  acts of violence 
related to drug traff i c k ing. Many representatives stated that women ' s  rights 
could not be realized under fore ign domination as it hindered women ' s  
advancement. One representative refer red to the situati on of Palestinian 
women and children, and women and children in South Af r i ca and southern 
Lebanon. One representative addressed the shortage of food and medicine in 
Iraq, owing to economic sanctions, and its consequences for women and 
children . One r epresentative requested the Secretary-General to send a group 
of experts to southern Lebanon and to report on the situation of women and 
children to the Commission at i ts thirty-seventh sess i on .  Some 
r e p r e sentatives refer red to the new roles that women were assuming under 
eme rgency situations : assisting their families, contr ibuting to the national 
P C Onomy, and par t i cipating in political life, including decision-making bodies 
and negotiations a t  a high level . 

9 9 . Many rep resentative s noted women ' s  important role in economic and social 
r e s truc turing as times of  transformation and economic crisis requi re the 
n t: .i l i zation o f  «1 1 human resources. A lthough democratic evolution should, by 
de f i nition, allow the f ull participation of women, the experience in Eastern 
Europe had shown that women ' s  participation in peace , disarmament and 
international cooperation remained very low . I t  was stated that some women 
were tired by daily hardship and stress , and were therefore reluctant to 
participate in politics ,  decision -making bodies, trade unions or cultur al 
as sociations. However , many representatives noted the various women ' s  
activities emerging under new circumstances, such as new lobbies, pressure 
groups  and citi zens ' movements, acting towards transparency of the 
administration , direct democracy , free choice of school system , reform of 
institutions, empowerment of women, encouragement of female pol itical 
c andidates and elaboration of new laws . Some representatives refer red to 
income-generating proj ects that were helping to develop manager i al sk ills and 
sensiti ze  pol i cy makers to gender equality, and to train  for decision-making 
and for education on peace and equality within families. Some obstacles to 
the participation of women in decision-mak ing, such as the lack of education , 
multiple roles, archaic attitudes , traditions , and limited access to health 
and income, were mentioned in that connection. 

1 0 0 . Many representatives stressed that peace should be given spec ial 
attention as one of the prior ity themes of the for thcomi ng World Conference on 
Women. One representative sugges ted that studies should be undertaken to 
evaluate the impac t of women on peace�making by the year 2000. 
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ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMI S SION 

Advancement of women and human rights 

1 01 .  At the 10th meeting, on 18 March, the representative of Spain, on behalf 
o f  Austral ia , TI! Belgium, TII Czechoslovakia, Denmark, TII Ecuador, Egypt,
F inland, France, Germany, 3 7 /  Ghana, Greece, TII I taly, the Netherlands,
Norway, 1]_ /  the Philippines, Portugal , 1]_/ the Russian Federation, Spain,
Sweden 1]_/ and Switzerl and, TI! subsequently joined by Austria, Canada,
I r e l and, ) 7 1 Morocco, Peru, Poland , Thailand and Venezuela, introduced a draft
resolution ( E/ CN.6/1992 / L . 14 )  entitled "Advancement of women and human rights ".

10 2 . At  the 1 3 th meeting ,  on 20 March , the Secretary of the Comm ission 
i nformed the Commi s sion that ,  as a res ul t of informal consultations, it had 
been agree d to replace the word " particular " in operative paragraph 2 by the 
wq ,: ,J " ,:1.clequr1.te " . 

1 0 :l . At the s ame meeting , the Deputy D irector of the Division for the 
�dvBncement of Women stated that the conference -servicing costs at full cost 
{ 0 1: four  meetings of an open-ended in-se s s ion working group would amount to 
$ 9 9 , 500,  the actu a l  costs o f  which would be set against the provision already 
made under section 3 2  of the programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, in 
uccordance with the existing methodology for budgeting for
conference-servicing requirements in relation to the inclusion of additional
meetings in the calendar of meetings and conferences .

1 0 4 . At the s ame meeting, the Commi s sion adopted the draft resolution, as 
orally revised ( see chap . I, sect . A ,  draft resolution VI I ) .

Women in decision-making bodies 

1 0 5 . At the 10th meeting , on 18 March, the representative of Italy, on behalf 
o f  Austri a, Denm ark, 1]_/ Egypt, France, Germany, 37/ Ghana, Greece, 37/ Italy,
,J amaica, Mexico , the Phi l ippines, Portugal, TI/ Spain, Switzerland , 3 7  /
Vene zuela and Zambia, subsequently joined by the Bahamas, Belarus, ill Chile, 
Cote d ' Ivoire , Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Indonesia, Japan, Lebanon, TI/
Malaysia, Morocco, N igeria, Thailand , Turkey , 1]_/ the United Republic of
Tanzania, the United States of America, Yemen TI/ and Zai re, introduced a
draft resol ution ( E/CN . 6/1992/L. 15) entitled "Women in decision-making bodies".

1 06 . At the 12 th meeting, on 19 March, the Secretary of the Commission read 
out the following revi sions to the draft resol ution agreed upon during 
info rmal consultations : 

( a )  In the fourth preambular paragraph, the words "absent from" were 
rep l aced by the wo r.ds "underrepr e sented in" ; 

3 1. 1  I n  accordance with rule 6 9 of the rules o f  procedure o f  the 
r v w : tionaJ. commis sions o f  the Economic  and Social Council. 
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( b )  I n  oper at ive par agraph 1 ,  the word "gender "  was inser ted between the 
words " fu l l "  and " equal ity"  and the words " fo r  women" at the end o f  the 
paragraph were del e ted ;  

( c )  I n  ope r ative paragraph 2 ,  the word "provide " was  repl aced by the 
words "put fo rward" ; 

( cl ) I n  operative paragraph 3 ,  the word "highes t "  was replaced by the 
worcl "high-leve l " . 

107 . At the s ame meeting ,  the Comm i s s ion adopted the draft resolution , as  
orally revised  ( se e  chap . I ,  sec t .  C ,  resolution 3 6 1 3 ) .

I ntegration o f  elder ly women i nto deve lopment 

108 . At the 1 0 th meeting ,  on 1 8  March , the representative o f  Franc e ,  o n  behal f 
of  Aus t r i a ,  Cote d ' I vo i re ,  France , Ghana,  Greec e ,  ill I taly,  Malays i a ,
Morocco , Pak i stan , Po land , Por tugal , il l  Rwanda ,  Spai n ,  Tunisia  ill and Zaire ,
introduced a draft  resolution ( EI CN . 6 1 1 9 9 2 I L . 16 ) ( re i s s ue d )  entitled
"' I ntegration o f  e lder ly women into development" ' .

10 9 .  l\t the l 3 th meeting,  on 2 0  March , the Comm i s s ion had before i t  a revi sed 
rl r ;:i f t: resolut ion ( E / CN .  6 l l9 9 2 / L . 1 6 1 Rev . J. ) sponsored by the Bahamas , 
CD U] d ' I vo i re , Cz;echo s lovak ia ,  Egyp t ,  F r ance , Ghana,  Greece , ill I taly , 
MiJlnys i a ,  Morocco , Pakis tan , Poland , Portugal , ill Rwanda , Spain ,  Tuni s i a ,  ill 
the Unitea S tates  o f  Ame rica and Zaire , subsequently j oined by Austral i a ,  lll 
the Unit�cl Repub l i c  of Tanzania and Yemen ill which included the fol lowing 
change : 

Operative paragraph 2 ,  which had read : 

"Also  i nv i te s the Secretary-General to under take a study of  the 
condition  o f  e lderly women, to be incorporated in future apprais a l s  of  
the impl ementation of the International Plan of  Action on Ageing and the 
Nairobi Forward- looking S trategies " ,  

was revised to  read :  

"Cal l s  upon the Secretary-General to comp i l e  within exis t i ng 
resources a comprehensive annotated bibl iography on the s tatus o f  e lderly 
women so  that research al ready being conducted world  wide can be 
iucorpo:i:- ated .i. n  future as sessments " .  

llO . At the s ame mee ting, the Deputy Di rector o f  the Divi s ion for  the
Advancement  o f  Women s tated that the implementation o f  operative paragraph 1 1
o f  the draft resolution would require nine work-months of  consultancy, a t  a
cost  of $4 5 , 0 0 0 ,  o f  whi ch $ 1 5 , 000 could be absorbed within consultancy
provi sions already made unde r section 2 1C of the programme budget for the
biennium J. 9 9 2 - 1 9 9 3 .

1 1 1 . At the s ame meeting ,  the Comm i s s ion adopted the revi sed draft resolution 
( see chap . I ,  sec t . C ,  resolution 3 6 1 4 ) . 
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Women and deyelopment 

1 1 2 . At the 1 0 th meeting , on 1 8  March,  the representative o f  Nige r i a ,  on 
behal f  of the S tates Members of the United Nations that are member s  of the 
Gl·oup o f  7 7 ,  introduced a draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 1 1 )  entitled "Women 
n.nd development" . 

1 1 3 . At the 1 4 th meeting , on 2 0  March ,  the representative of  Nigeria ,  on 
beha l f  of the sponsors , made a s tatement . 

114 . At the s ame meeting, Australi a , )..]_/ I taly , New Zealand, ill and 
Turkey,  ill j oi ned in sponsoring the draft resolution . 

1 1 5 . A l s o  at the same meeting, the Commis sion adopted the draft resolution, by 
a r o l l -ca l l  vote of  4 2  to 1 ( see chap . I ,  sect . C ,  resolution 3 6 / 5 ) . The 
voting was as  fo l lows : 

J n  favour : Austria ,  Bangladesh , Brazi l ,  Bulgaria,  Canada , Chi le , China , 
Colombia ,  Cote d ' Ivoire , Cyprus , Czechoslovaki a ,  Ecuador ,  
Egypt . Finland, F rance , Ghana, I ndia,  Indone s i a ,  I ran 
( I s lamic Republic  o f ) , I taly , Japan, Madagascar , Malaysia,  
Mexico , Morocco , Netherlands , Nigeria ,  Paki stan, Peru,  
Phi lippines , Poland, Rus s ian Federation, Rwanda , Spain, 
Sudan , Thai l and , Uganda,  Uni ted Republic of Tanzania,  
Venezue l a ,  Zai re ,  Zambia ,  Zimbabwe . 

Agains t :  United States o f  America .  

Abstaining :  None . 

1 1 6 . Before the draft resolution was adopted , the representative of the United 
S tates o f  Ame r i ca made a s tatement .  

1 17 . The Chai rpe rson o f  the Commiss ion made a s tatement . 

WomeJL.gD_(Lt1rn env i roll!Ilfillt 

l l ij . At the 1 0 th meeting ,  on 1 8  March,  the representative of  Nigeria ,  on
behnlf of the S tates Members of the United Nations that are members of the
Group o f  7 7 ,  introducecl a draft resolution ( E/ CN . 6 / 1992/L . 12 )  enti tled "Women
aud the envi ronment" ,  which read as follows :

"The Commiss ion on the Status of Women , 

"Recal l ing the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategie s  for the 
Advancement of Women, in particular paragraphs 2 2 4  to 2 27 ,  which 
emphasi z e  the impact upon women of environmental degradation and the 
importance of the awareness  of women and women ' s  organizations of  
environmental i ssues and of the enhancement of  women ' s  capacity to 
participate at al l leve l s  in the management of their environment , 
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"Recalling also Economic and Social Counci l  resolution 1 9 9 0 / 1 5 ,  in 
which the Counci l  adopted the recommendations and conclus ions aris ing 
from the f i r s t  review and appraisal  of  the implementation of  the Nai robi 
Fo rward-l0ok ing Str��egies fo r the Advancement of Women , 

"Bear ing in  mind the preparations for the United Nations Conference 
on Envi rorunent and Development , to be held at Rio de Janeiro  f rom 1 to 
12 June 1 9 9 2 , on the basi s  of General Assembly resolution 44/ 2 2 8 ,  

"Taking into account all relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly , in particular resolution 46/ 167  on women, envi ronment , 
population and sustainable deve lopment , 

"Tak i ng note of the conclusions and recommendations o f  the Global 
Assembly of Women and the Envi ronment : Partners  in Life , held at Miami , 
Florida, from 4 to 8 Novembe r 1 9 9 1 ,  

"Express ing its concern about the global envi ronmental c r i s i s  and 
its conviction that women have a very important role to play in the 
protection o f  the environment and of natural resources and in the 
promotion o f  sus tainable development , 

"Grave ly concerned that the maj or cause of  the continuing 
de terioration ,_, f  the global envi ronment is  an unsustainable pattern of 
production and constunption,  par ticularly in developed countries , 

"l\ware of  the high level of resources and technology needed to 
implement programmes and proj ects aimed at the promotion o f  
envi ronmentally sound development , 

"Stressing the importance of  the international trans fer o f  
appropri ate technologies t o  the promotion of  sound environment and 
sus tainable development , 

"Recognizing that the cooperation and as sistance o f  as wel l  as the 
work  performed by the non-governmental organizations are efficient 
mechanisms in the struggle for protecting and preserving the env i ronment 
and for  promoting the ful l participation o f  women in the management of 
the envi ronment , 

" J. .  Urgti Gove rnments to adopt laws , policies and programmes  to 
promote the preservation of the envi ronment in the ir  countries ,  in the 
inte res t  o f  present and future populations and of humankind; 

" 2 . Also urg� national , State and local governments ,  as wel l  as 
gove rnmentaJ. c.\nd non-governmental o rganizations and the private sector ,  
to  promote a higher leve l o f  involvement of  women in the planning ,  
implementation and evaluation of  pol icies , programmes and action aiming 
at envi rorunental protection, the conservation o f  natural resources and 
economic  deve lopment ; 

" 3 . Urges Governments to promote within their  programmes o f  
envi ronmental management , speci f i c  activities aimed at the education and 
profe s s ional and leadership training of  women in envi ronmental i s sues ;  

-7 2 -



"4 . Calls for new and additional funds to f inance the promotion of 
s ustainable  development in  developing countr ies in general and in  the 
least developed countr ies in particular , channel led by means of
democratic and appropriate institutional mechanisms and serving the local
and domestic  envi ronmental issues of those countries ;

" 5 .  Also calls for the active participation of women in the 
management of  funds allocated to the protection of the envi ronment and to 
economic  development ; 

"6 . Cal l s  upon Governments ,  mainly in developed countries ,  as wel l  
a s  governmental and non-governmental organi zations , t o  promote change in 
produc tion po l i cies and consumption habits and to promote the development 
and transfer.  of less pol luting technologies that make more efficient use 
of energy and non-renewable resources ;

"7 . Reminds Governments , governmental and non-governmental 
organi zations , as wel l  as transnational corporations , of the necessity of 
fac i l i tating the access of women in developing· countries to 
environmentally friendly appropriate technologies ;  

" 8 .  I nvites the Governments of donor countries , international 
organi zations and relevant non-governmental organi zations to strengthen
thei r  cooperation with and assistance to developing countries , with a
view to the preservation of the environment and the promotion of
sus tainable  development in those countries ;

"9 . Urges Governments to put more emphas is  on linkages between 
environmental management and underlying problems ( poverty, population 
growth and distribution, uns ani tary l iving conditions , and lack of water ,  
among others ) and on action to deal with such problems ; 

"10 . Reguests national Governments and al l governmental and 
non-governmental organizations to ensure the equitable partic ipation of 
women in thei r  delegations to the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development ;  

" 1 1 . Reguests the Secretary-General to  monitor the progress made in  
the area o f  women and the environment and to  s ubmit a review and 
appraisal on the subj ect to the Commission at its  thirty-eighth session, 
to serve as a working document in the preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women :  Action for Equality ,  Development and Peace , in 
1 9 9 5 . "  

119 . At the 1 3 th meeting,  on 20  March, the Commiss ion had before i t  a revised 
draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 /1992/L . 1 2 /Rev . 1 ) , which included the following 
changes :  

( n ) The seventh preambular paragraph was replaced by the fol lowing text :  

"Gravely conce rned that major causes  of the continuing deterioration 
of the global environment are the unsustainable pattern of production and 
consumption , particularly in developed countrie s ,  and increas ing poverty 
in many deve loping countries " ;  
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( b )  The eighth preambular paragraph was replaced by the followi ng text : 

"Aware that traditional and advanced technologies are needed to 
implement p rogrammes and projects aimed at the promotion of 
environmentally sound development" ; 

( c )  I n  operative paragraph 1 ,  the words "women ' s  participation in" were 
inserted between the words "to promote" and "the preservation" ; 

( d )  Operative paragraph 4 was rep laced by the following text: 

" 4. .  Reguests Governments and multilateral financial ins titutions to 
promote new and additional financial resources for the promotion of 
women ' s  partic ipation in sustainable development in the developing 
coun t r ies in gene ral  and in the least developed countries in par ticular, 
channe l led by means o f  democratic and appropr iate institutional 
mechanisms respons ive to the p rior iti es of women in the target 
communi t ies ' ' ; 

( e ) In  operative paragraph 5 , the word "economic" was replaced by the 
wo nl "sustainable " ; 

( f )  Oper ative paragraph 6 was replaced by the following tex t : 

"6 . Calls upon Governments, non-governmental organizations and 
other social  groups, women ' s  o rganizations in particular, to promote the 
neces sary changes in p roduction policies and consumption habits , mainly 
in developed countries , and also to promote the development of effective 
international cooperation in the areas of research, development and the 
applicat ion of envi ronmentally  sound technologies " ;  

(g )  Operative paragraph 8 was replaced by the following text : 

"3. Invites the Governments of donor countries , international 
organi zations and relevant non-governmental organizations to ensure that 
greater attention is given to women ' s  contributions to environmental 
protection and management in their cooperation with and assistance to 
developing countries, with a view to preserving the environment and 
promoting sustainable development in those countries" ; 

( h )  A new operative paragraph 1 1  was inserted, which read as follows : 

"11 . Reques ts the Preparatory Commi t tee for the Uni ted Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, at its fourth session, to give 
full and s ub stantive consideration to the recommendations of the 
Commission concerning women and the environment, in accordance with 
General  Assembly resol ution 4 6 / 167" ; 

(i ) Existi ng operative paragraph 11 was renumbered accordingly . 

12 0 .  Also at the 13th meeting , the representative of Nigeria, on behalf of the 
sponsors , made the following oral revis ions : 
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( a ) In  operative paragraph 4 ,  the word "promote " was replaced by the 
wo r.tl "provide " ;  

( b )  I n  oper ative paragraph 7 ,  the word " fr i endly" was replaced by the 
word " sound" ; 

1 2 1 .  At the sam e  meeting ,  the Deputy Director o f  the Divis ion for  the 
Advancement of Women stated that the Divis ion had been informed that the 
United Nations Environment Programme might provide suppor t  and, on that 
as sumption,  the draft resolution would not have p rogramme budget implications . 

1 2 2 . Also  at the same meeting ,  the Commis sion adopted the revised draft 
resolution,  as oral ly revi sed ( see chap . I ,  sec t .  C, resolution 3 6 / 6 ) . 

1 2 3 . After the draft resolution was ado�•ted , the representative of  the United 
S tates of America  made a statement . 

Advancement of  women and acts of ter ro r i sm against women 

1 2 1 . At the 1 0 th meeting,  on 18 March, the representative of Peru, on behal f 
o f  A rgentina,  XL/ the Bahamas , Bol ivia, JJ_/ Chi le , Ecuado r ,  Peru,  the
Ph.i.l ippine s ,  Po l and , Uruguay JJ_/ and Venezue l a ,  introduced a draft resolution
( B/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 17 ) .

1 2 � . At the 1 2 th meeting ,  on 1 9  March, the Comm i s s ion had before it  a revised 
draft resolution ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 1 7 / Rev . 1 )  enti tled "Terrorism and the status 
o f  women" ,  whi ch was submitted by the original sponsors j oined by Colombia,
I ndia,  Lebanon , JJ_/ Pakis tan and Spain, and which included the following
changes :

( a ) A new f i r s t  preambular paragraph was inserted, which read :

"Taking into account. the fact that the Nairobi Forward-looking
Str ategie s  for  the Advancement of Women have identified violence against 
women as one of the maj o r  obstacles to the achievement of the objectives 
of the United Nations Decade for Women : Equal i ty,  Development and Peace" ;  

( b )  Ope rative paragraph 2 ,  which had read : 

"Expresses  its  profound concern at the pers istent violation of human 
rights by armed groups and by drug trafficke rs who terrorize the 
population and threaten the safety and l ives o f  women" ; 

was revised to read : 

"Expresses  its  pro found concern about the adverse effect on the 
enj oyment o f  human r ights c aused by armed groups and by drug traffickers 
who terror i ze the population and threaten the safety and l ives of women" . 

1 2 6 . At the s ame meeting, the Secretary of  the Commission read out the 
following changes to the revised draft resolution, agreed upon during informal 
consultations : 
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( a ) The title of the revised draf t resolut ion was changed to read 
" Advancement o f  women and acts of terrorism agains t women" ; 

( b )  Oper ative paragraph 4 ,  which had read : 

"li,__gree!i to ex amine this issue as part of item 4 of the agenda for 
the neir t mP. e t i ng o f  the Commis sion" ; 

wns  r evised to r ead : 

" Decides to consider this question under the priority theme "Peace" 
at its thi rty-seventh session. 

1 2 7 . Also at the same meeting, the Commiss ion adopted the revised draft 
resolution, as o rally revised ( see chap. I, sect . C, resolution 36/7 ) . 

1 2 8 . Before the draft resolution was adopted, the representative of France 
made a statement. 
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Chapter V 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN : 
ACTION FOR EQUALITY ,  DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 

1 2 9 .  The Comm i s s ion cons idered i tem 6 of its  agenda j ointly with agenda item 4 
( moni toring the implementation o f  the Nai robi Fo rward-looking Strategies for 
the Advancement of Women )  )8/ at its 1st  to 5th, 1 1 th and 14th meetings , on 
1 1  to 1 3 ,  1 8  and 2 0  March 1 9 9 2 . I t  had be fore i t  the repor t  of the 
S e cretary-Gene ral  ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 3 ) .  

1 3 0 . The Di r ector of the Divi s ion for the Advancement of Women introduced the 
i tem . She noted that the report  of the Secr etary-General had been prepared in 
co l l abo ration with the organi zations of the United  Nations sys tem as wel l  as 
non-gove rnmental organizations . The repo rt contained a number of specific 
p roposals  and ident if ied i s sues on which the Comm i s s ion was expected to take 
a c t i o n .  She emphas ized that the r:1:uestion of resources was of cons iderable 
impo rtance for the Conference . 

1 1 1 . Mos t  representatives reaf f i rmed the impor tance and unique role o f  the 
«:unference . Uthe rs  noted that 1 9 9 5  was a good time for holding the Conference 
aG i t  co incided w i th the f i ftieth anniversary o f  the United Nations , the 
twentieth annive r s ary of I nternational Women ' s  Year and the tenth anniversary 
of the Nai robi Forward-looking Strategies . Many r epresentatives also stressed 
the impact of the ongoing change s at the international level . Preparations 
for  the Confe rence we re beginning at a time of new opportunities and 
chal lenge s , as we l l  as o f  new threats to the advancement of women . The 
Conference was an opportunity to demonstrate the r e lationship o f  the 
advancement o f  women to the pol i tical , economic and social issues relevant to 
the development o f  societies and communities . 

1 3 2 . Many representative s noted that the implementation of the Nai robi 
Forward-look ing Strategies had been s lowing down . That consti tuted a cost to 
s ociety as a who l e , as was noted by 2 8  special i zed agencie s  and organizations 
o f  the United  Nations system in a j oint s tatement to the Commiss ion, as well  
as  by a few representatives . I t  was hoped, the re fo re , that the World
Conference i ts e l f ,  and the enti re p reparatory proce s s  leading up to  1 9 9 5 ,
would give a new impetus to the implementation o f  the Nairobi Forward-looking
St rategies , to the renewal of po l i tical commi tment and to the identification
of gende r-respons ive deve lopment s trategies , pub l i c  policies and
gender - sens i tive moni toring and evaluation sys tems . Many representatives
emphas i zed that the process  leading to the Conference ,  as wel l  as the
Conference itse l f ,  should be forward-looking and action-oriented . Several
representatives stated that the entire process  would enhance global awareness
o f  the s tatus o f  women, especial ly in  developing countrie s ,  and would identify
the maj o r  obs tacles to women ' s  advancement . They called for a broad
i nformation campaign on the Conference and its  preparations .

)..!: V See chap . I I I . 
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l J J . The pl atform for action should  comprise  only a few i s sue s  and e stab l i sh
concrete , achievable and measurable goa l s  to acce lerate equal i ty by the
year 2000 . I nnovative s tati s ti cal data should  be used to illustrate the
s i tuation of women as compared to men . Several representative s , inc l uding
some from the special ized agenc ie s ,  agreed that the p l atform for action should
deal with emerging wor l d  i s sues , including human deve lopment i s sue s , and
problems l inked to the international economic o rde r ,  terms of trade , debt and
s tructural adj us tment . Others s tres sed that the platform should  addres s
obs tacles t o  the advancement of  women . Under equa l i ty ,  a few representatives
mentioned the unequal dis·tribution o f  paid and unpaid work and the continuing
s te reotypi ng of  roles  by the media and society . A few representatives
s tressed the pers i s tence or re-emergence of  those attitudes that cons ti tuted
an obs tac le to the advancement of women .  Violence against women and the low
11wnbe rs of  women in decision-making were  mentioned under peace .
Discrimination in the labour market . pove rty and women ' s  heal th , incl uding
iJ • : •:p.d. re(l irnmunoc1e f i c ien,;y syndrome ( AIDS ) ,  were  high l ighted as maj o r  obstacles
nwlc r 1leve.l.opment .

1 3 4 . Seve ral  representatives stressed  that a s trong focus of  the World  
Conference should be  on  the girl  chi l d  and the di ffe rent s tage s  o f  women ' s
l i \]e s . They alc-n  i c1entified pos i t ive goal s , s uch as the establ i shment o f  a
car ing society ,  and true partnership and sharing of  responsib i l i ties  ins ide
the family,  call i ng for the involvement. of men in preparing for the
Conference . The economi c  empowerment o f  women in general , and o f  rural women
in particular , was s tressed.  Several  representatives cal led for the increased
parti cipation of women in peace -keepi ng .

1 3 S .  Regarding preparations for the Confe rence , seve ral representatives 
expressed support for the es tabli shment of national commi ttees to s e rve as 
catalysts for the preparations . Other s  consi dered that effective national 
machine ry for the advancement of  women was important , especial ly in gathe ring 
information on the local s i tuation and bringing national priorities  i nto 
regional and international activi tie s ;  they expres sed the hope that the 
Confe rence would be influential in s trengthening s uch machine ry .  A few 
representative s  s uggested that national -level action plans be developed in the 
context of  preparations for the Conference . Many representative s noted the 
important role  of non-governmental o rganizations , and s tated that local 
non-governmental o rgani zations and gras s - roots women ' s  o rgani zations also  had 
a role to p l ay and should be equipped to do so . 

1 3 6 .  Many representatives reaffirmed the important role  of  the regional 
commiss ions and s upported the idea of regional techn ical meetings . A few 
representatives s tated that regional activities  should consol idate national 
expe rience and i dent i fy common i s sue s in the region.  Some representative s  
indicated that a k e y  issue in Afr i ca was education,  together with 
entrepreneur ship , as proposed by the Secretary-Gene ral in his report . 

1 3 7 . At the international leve l ,  s everal representat ives proposed ensuring 
that maj o r  international events l eading up to 1 9 9 5 ,  such as the Uni ted Nations 
Conference on Environment and Deve l opment , the World  Conference on Human 
Rights , the I nte rnat ional Conference on Population and Development and the 
I n te rnational Year of the Fam i ly , would have a gende r perspective and include 
the �rue s tion of women on the i r  agendas . Many representatives of agencies and 
o rqoni z ations s t re s sed the impo rtance of  inte r-agency collaboration and of
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c ooperation with non-governmental organizations . Some representatives 
supported holding the postponed Interregional Consultation on Women in Public 
Life in preparation for the Conference . 

1 ] 8 . On the issue of venue , the representative of China renewed the invitation
0 f  his country to ac t as ho s t  for the Conference . The representative of
Aus t ria reported that informal consultations had been held in New York wi th
regard to the venue of the Conference . He wished it to be noted that , should
the Commission decide to hold the 1995 Conference in China, his country would
he w i lling to  ac t as host for a world conference in the year 2000 . Another
representative welcomed that proposal.

13 9 .  Several representatives expressed the hope that the Secretary-General of 
the Conference would be appointed without delay ; one representative, speaking 
on behalf of the State Members of the United Nations that are members of the 
European Economic Community, said that the Secretary-General should work 
full-time on preparations for the Conference. Some representatives stated 
that the duration proposed for the Conference was too short . 

1 4 0 . Many representatives expressed the need for greater participation of 
non-governmental organi zations, individuals, professional associations, groups 
and the media in the Conference itself, as well as in the associated forum for 
non -governmental  o rganizations . Several representatives suggested that 
pur: t icipation i n  the Confe rence should be extended  beyond non-gove rnmental 
o rqanizations  in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council. 
Many repres entatives stated that the forum was important for creating networks, 
cooperation and sharing o f  exper ience among non-governmental organizations and 
fo r the future success of initiatives taken by the Conference . They stressed 
the need for all facilities to be made available to it, and for close links to 
be e stablished with the Conference i tself, substantially and organizationally. 
The representative o f  China said that his country was prepared to play host to 
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council for participation in the Conference and in the forum. 
Non-governmental organizations without such status and individuals wishing to 
attend the forum were also welcome to attend. 

14 1 .  Several representatives stressed the importance of extensive media 
build-up and coverage of the Conference . The possibility of using satellite 
transmi s s ion was mentioned as a means of bringing the Conference to the 
attention of the world. 

1 1 ?. . Many representatives rai s ed the issue of resources . Others recalled that 
the Conference had been expected to be held at the lowest possible cost, and 
expressed the hope that res ources for the 1995 Conference would not be lower 
than those  made avai l able for o ther United Nations world conferences. Several 
rep resentatives stated that United Nations bodies involved in preparing the 
C011 ference , such as the regional commissions and the Conference secretariat , 
should be provided with financial and human resources commensurate with their 
re sponsibilities and expressed the hope that the Commission would take action 
on the i s s ue o f  resources . A few repre sentative s stre s sed the need for 
eff icient and effective use of resources made available for the Conference. 
It was considered that extrabudgetary resources should be mobilized for the 
Conference. Additional resources had already been made available by certain 
Member States . Support was also expressed for the proposal made by the 
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Secretary-General  in his report that voluntary contributions could help to 
finance the travel of representatives. The proposal  to mobilize bil ateral and 
mul tilateral assistance for preparations in developing countries , especial ly 
in the leas t deve loped countries ,  was also we lcomed . 

ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION 

Preparations for the Fourth World Confe rence on Women: 
Action fo r Equality, Deve lopment and Peace 

14 3 .  At the 1 1th meeting, on 1 8  March , the Vice-Chai rperson of the Commission , 
M� s. Olga Pellicer  ( Mexico ) ,  introduced a draft resolution ( E/CN. 6/1992/ L. 18 ) 
entitled " P reparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for 
Equality , Deve l opment and Peace " ,  s ubmitted on the basis of informal 
cons ultations ,  which read as fol lows : 

"The Commission on the Status of Women, as the preparatory body for 
the Fourth World Conference on Women , 

"Recal l ing the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement o f  Women, endorsed by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 4 0 / 10 8  of 13 December 1 985, 

"Recall ing a l so Economi c  and Social Council resolution 1987/20 of 
7.G May J. 9 13 7 , iu which the Counc i l  decided that the Commission on the 
StatuG o f  Women should be de signated as the preparatory body for world 
confe rence s on wome n .  

" Recalling further Econom i c  and Social Counc i l  resol ution 1990 / 1 5  of 
24 May 1 9 9 0  on the recommendations and conclusions arising from the first 
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the year 2000 , 

"Recalling also its resolution 3 5/4 of  8 March 1991 on preparations 
for the world conference on women in 1995 and its decision 35/ 10 1  of 
8 March 1 991 on the title of the Conference and o f  national committees , 

" A  

"Organization of the Conference 

"No ting with apprec iation the o ffers made by the Governments of 
Au:;tr .i a and China to act as hos t  for the Fourth Wor ld Confe rence on 
Wmnen : Act h"'n for Eguali ty , Deve lopment and Peace , and the forum for 
, 1on-gove -rnmeutaJ. o rganizations , 

"J'ak ing into consideration General .Assembly resolution 46/98 o f  
l G  TJecembe r J. 9 9 1 , .i.n whi ch the .As sembly requested the Commi ssion to
deci (le on the venue o f  the Four th World Conference on Women not later
than at its thi rty-s ixth sess ion, in acco rdance with Commission decis ion
3 5 / 10 2  o f  8 Mar.eh 1 9 9 1 , bearing in mind that prefe rence should be given
to the r egion that had not yet hosted a world conference on women ,
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" Considering the duration of previous world  conferences on women , as 
wel l as simi lar United Nations conferences, 

" Bearing in mind that the Conference in 1995 coincides with the 
fi ftieth anniversary of the United Nations , 

"l\f firming the importance to the success of the Conference of the 
maximum participation of Governments at the highest possible level, of  
intergovernmental organizations, organi zations of the United Nations 
system and interested non-governmental organi zations, as wel l as other 
regional organizations acting through their representatives to the 
Commission, 

" Recall ing that the General As sembly, in its resolution 4 6 / 9 8, 
requested the Secretary-General to appoint not later than 1 992 the 
Secre tary-General of the Conference , 

"Recalling its resolution 3 5/ 4 , in which the Commis sion decided to 
prepare a programme of action for cons ideration by the Conference, 

" J.. Decides 

" ( a )  To accept the offer of the Government of China to act as host 
for the Fourth Wor ld  Conference on Women : Action for Equality, 
Develoment and Peace, in  accordance with General Assembly resolution 
4 0 / 24 3  of 1 8  December 1985 ; 

" ( b )  That the Conference should be of  a duration of ten working days ; 

" ( c ) That the Confe r ence should be held at Beij ing f rom 5 to 
16 September 1995 ; 

to : 
"2 . Also decides that participation in the Conference will be open 

" (a )  All States Members of the United Nations or of a specialized 
agency of the United Nations; 

" ( b )  Representatives of all organi zations that have received a 
standi ng invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the 
sessions and the work of all international conferenc es convened under its 
auspices in  the capacity of observers to participate in the Conference in 
that capacity, in accordance with Assembly resolutions 3237 ( XXIX ) on 
2 2  November 1974 and 4 3/177 of 15 December 198 8 ;  

" ( c )  Representatives o f  the national l iberation movements recognized 
in its region by the Organi zation of African Unity to participate in the 
Conference in the capacity of observers , in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 32 8 0  ( XXIX ) of 10 December 1974 ; 

" ( d )  The special i zed agenc ies and the International Atomic  Energy 
Agency , as  wel l as interes ted organizations of the United Nations system; 
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" ( e )  Other interested intergove rnmental organi z ations , to be 
represented hy observers  at the Conference ; 

" ( [ ) I nteres ted non-governmental organi zations i n  consul tative 
s tat11s wi th the Economic and Social Council , to be represented by 
observe rs  at the Conference ; 

" ( g )  I ndividual s who , in recognition of  thei r  personal contributions 
to the advancement of  women, are i nvited by the Secretary-Gene ral ;  

" ( h )  Member s  o f  the Comm i t te e  o n  the Elimination o f  D iscrim i nation 
agains t Women ;  

" 3 . Requests the Committee on Non-Gove rnmental Organi zations to 
cons ide r , o n  a priority bas i s  i n  advance of the Conference , giving 
consul tative s tatus to a more representative number of  non-governmental 
organi zations concerned with the advancement o f  women; 

" 4 . Recommends to the Secretary-General to appoint the 
Secretary-Gene ral of the Conference , not l ater than 1 9 9 2 , tak ing i nto 
account the des i r ability that the individual appointed should be a woman , 
shoul d  have international s tature in relation to the advancement o f  
women , and expe r ience i n  the Uniterl Nations system ;  

" 5 .  Deci.<l�� that the agenda for the Confe rence shall i nclude : 

" ( a ) The second review and apprai s al o f  the implementation o f  the 
Nai robi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement o f  Women to the 
year 2 0 0 0 ;  

" ( b )  The Platform for Action;  

" ( c ) The main conclusions and recommendations of  regional 
preparatory conferences ; 

" ( d )  I nstitutional arrangements for  the implementation o f  the 
Platform for  Action;  

" 6 .  Requests  the Secretary-General to  s ubmit  a repor t  to the 
Commi s s ion , at its thirty-seventh session ,  containing a f i r s t  draf t ,  
which will serve as a working document f o r  the elaboration of  the 
Platform for Actiou, taking as a bas i s  all guideli ne s  contained i n  
Comm i s s ion ,esol ution 3 5/4 , the impact o f  the changes that have taken 
place in the international community on the s tatus of  women ,  the 
impo rtance of integrating gende r pe rspectives in policy-making in all 
areas und at al l leve l s , the need to give priority to the s i tuation of 
rural women ,  in particular in developing countries , and difference s  in 
pri o r i ties  among regions , based on a full i nput from the organizations of 
the Uni ted Nations system , as well as other regional organizations acting 
through the i r  representatives to the Comm i s s io n ;  

" 7 . Al so reques ts the Secre tary-General to  s ubmit  t o  the Commiss ion 
at i t s  thi r ty-seventh sess ion a report  containing ( a ) i nformation on data 
that would be used in the formul ation o f  the second report  on the 
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implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies and ( b )  an 
outline of the second report ,  in which special  emphasis should be given 
to the recommendations and conclusions arising from the first review and 
appr ais al of the implementation of the Strategies, contained in the annex 
to Council resolution 19 90/ 1 5, in part icular those referring to the 
condition of women in developing countries ; 

· · e . Furthe r requests the Secretary-General to p repare draft rules 
of procedure for i::onside r ation by the Commission at its thirty-eighth
session ;

" B  

" P reparatory process 

" Emphasiz ing the importance of national prepar atory activi ties in 
focusing nati onal attention on the issue of the status and advancement of 
women, and of national machine ry to asses s the situation and mobilize 
national non -governmenta l  organizations and individuals, with a view to 
imp roving national pe r formance in the advancement of women, 

" Consider ing the impo rtance of  activities fo r the advancement of  
women that have taken place at the regional level since International 
Women ' s  Y e a r  and recogniz ing the necessity of providing for an exchange 
o f national exper iences and the elaboration o f  regional  priorities and
perspective s f o r  the Fourth Wo rld Conference on Women : Action for
Equal i ty, Development and Peace , and to the year 2 000 ,

"Recalling Econom i c  and Soci aJ. Council resolut ion 1990/ 9  of 
24 May 1 9 90 on  the s econd report on the implementation of the Nairobi 
Forward- l ooking S t rategies fo r the Advancement of Women , 

"Recogniz ing the impor tance of non-governmental organizations in the 
preparations for the . Conference at the national , regional and global 
levels, especially the forum for non-governmental organizations, which 
will t ake place prior to and partially simultaneously with the Conference, 

"Convinced that promotion of the Conference requires the creative 
and effective use of public information, 

" l . Recommends that Governments establish a national committee or 
designate a national foc al point to initiate and promote p reparations fo r 
the Fourth World Conference on Women : Action for Equality , Development 
and Peace, by organizing and coordinating nati onal activitie s ,  including 
as s embling information and gende r -disaggregated s tati stics for the 
e l abo ration o f  national repo rts on the situation of women , and increas ing 
public awarene ::; s  ab01 •. t:. the Confe rence , and requests that reports on such 
acti v i t ies be made available t0 the Secretary-General ; 

" 7. .  !l.L9�� o r,;rani z ations of the Uni ted Nations system, at the 
national level , to cooperate with national efforts to prepare for the 
Con ference  and to coordinate their activities through the United Nations 
Resident Coo rdinato r ;  
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" 3 . Requests  the Secretary-General  to inform Gove rnments about the 
recommendation regarding national committees  o r  focal  points ; 

" 4 . Recommends that the national reports  cited in paragraph l above 
cove r the period f rom 1 9 8 5  to the present;  

" 5 .  lJrg�_!;i. the organi zations o f  the Uni ted Nations sys tem to provide 
suppo r t ,  on r eque s t ,  to the preparation of  national reports ; 

" 6 . Recommends that regional conference s already scheduled include 
in the i r  agendas preparations for  the Wor l d  Conf e rence and s ugges ts that, 
in those regions that have no t yet scheduled them , regional confe rences 
to prepare fu r the Wo r ld Conference be organi zed under the auspice s  o f  
the corresponding regional comm i s s ion ;  

" 7 . !{egl,H�_s ts  the regional conferences to identify regional t rends , 
p riori tie s , obs tacles and innovative sugge s tions for  future act ion and 
that the r e s u l t s  of those :regional confe rences be provided to the 
r_'.omm i s s ion no t l ater  than at its  thirty-ninth session;  

" 8 .  J;tecommemls that regional conferences i nclude in the i r  agendas 
the i s sue of women in public  l i f e ,  emphas i z ing the i r  role in po l i tics and 
clecis ion-mak i ng ;  

" 9 . Reque sts  the Secretary-Gene ral to include information o n  women 
in pub l i c  l i fe in the preparations of the priority theme on peace : women 
i n  interna t i onal deci s ion-mak ing ,  for the Comm i s s ion at i ts 
the thi r ty-ninth sess ion ;  

" 10 .  Recoml!len<i:;;. that a public  information s trategy for the 
Confe rence be des igned,  using information mechani sm s  that reach the 
greatest  numbe r of people and based on the Confe rence themes ,  in 
partic 1 1 l ar tho s e  r � l c\t�d to deve l opment ; 

" 1 1  . .B�que sts  the Secretary-General to p l an and implement an 
information campaign and to i s s ue a new bul letin entitled Conference 95 
twice a year to dis seminate information on preparatory activities  for the 
Conference at all  leve ls in a l l  o f fici al l anguages ;  

" 1 2 . Al s.o requests the Secretary-General to provide Governments with 
a conci s e  set  o f  guidel ines for  public  information campaigns at the 
national level and with periodic information packages that can be made 
available  to national mas s media and non-governmental organizations ; 

' ' 1 3 . Further requests  the Secretary-Gene ral to repor t  to the 
Commiss ion at i t s  thi rty-seventh session on the pl anning and 
imp l ementation o f  the complete information campaign , including its  
prio r i t i e s  and resource needs : 

" J- 4 . Reqµe s ts the Secretary-Gene ral to include the Conference as 
part nf the �e lebrations fo :r the fi ftieth annive rs ary of  the United 
Nation�� ;  
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"C  

" Forwn for non-governmental organizations 

" Recalling successful forwns for non-governmental organizations held 
i n  Mexico ,  Copenhagen and Nairobi, 

"Acknowledging the offer made by the host Government to all 
non-gove r nmental organizations and individuals wishing to attend the 
for wn  in Beijing , 

" 1 .  Emphasizes the importance of close proximity between the forum 
and the Fourth World Confe rence on Women : Action for Equality, 
Developmen t  and Peace, as well as some concurrence in time ; 

" 2 . Invites the committee of non-gove rnmental organiz ations 
arrangirn;:r the forum and national and regional activities to provide 
i nformation , including media arrangements, to the Commission through a 
report o f  the Secretary-Gene r.al  on preparations for the Conference ; 

" D  

" Re s o urces  for the Conference and its preparations 

" Rec allino Gene r al Assembly resolution 4 6 / 98 of 16 December 1 99 1, in 
which concern was e xpressed that the resources for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women : Action for Equality, Development and Peace, were 
not suf ficient , and A s sembly resolution 46/185 of 20 December 199 1, in 
which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to ensure that 
adequate resources were provided for the preparation of the Conference 
during the biennium 199 2-1993 , 

"Desir ing to ensure the maximum representation by Governments, 
espe cially of the least developed countr ies , in the regional preparatory 
process and in the Conference, 

• •1� Requests the Economic and Social Council to reconsider the
budget envi s aged for the Fourth World Confe rence on Women : Action for 
Equality, Development and Peace, on the basis of a report of the 
Secre tary-General outl ining resource requirements for regional and 
inte r regional preparatory activities ,  public information activities and 
for  the Confe rence its elf ; 

" 2 . lJ'.r:.g�s Governments , intergove rnmental organizations,  
non-governmental organizations and individuals to  contribute 
extrabudgetary resources to the trust fund established by the 
Sec retary-General for the preparations of the Conference, especially for 
the p articipation of representatives of the least  developed countries in 
regional meetings and in the Conference ; 
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" E  

"Documentation 

" l . _Decides_ that the documentation for the Fourth Wor ld Conference 
on Women : Act i on for. Equality, Development and Peace, will incl ude : 

" ( a )  Report  o f  the Secretary-General on the second review and 
appr ais al of  the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking S t rategies 
fo r the Advancement of Women ; 

" ( b) Dr.aft f inal document ( Platform for Action ) ;  

" ( c)  Update of the World Survey on the Role of Women in Development ;  

" ( d) Update of  The World ' s Women : Trends and S tatis t ics ; 

" (e) Updated compendium on the implementation of  the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Fo rms of Discrimination against Women ; 

" ( f) Report o f  the Secretary-General on the outcome of regional 
prepar atory meetings for the Fourth World Conference on Women : Action 
for  Equal i ty, T.leveJ. opment and Peace; 

" ( q )  Relevant sections of Iinal documents emanating from the United 
Nations Confe rence on Environment and Development ,  the World  Conference 
on Hum an Rights nnc1 the International Conference on Population and
Development . "

144 . Also at the 11th meeting, the representative of Austria p roposed that a 
new subparagraph be inserted in section A ,  operative paragraph 1, between 
subparagraphs ( a) and (b), which would read as fol l ows : 

"To t ake no te of the interest of Austria to host a world conference 
on women in the year 2000" . 

145. This amendment was subsequently withdrawn by Aus tria .

146 . At the 14 th meeting , on 20 MarGh , the Chairperson read out changes to the 
draft resolution agreed upon during further informal consultations . The 
change s were as follows : 

(a ) In  sect ion A ,  subpa ragraph 1 ( c), the dates 5 to 16  September 19 9 5  
w f� .re ch an�-Jed to 1 t o  1 5  Septe1nhe r l 9 Y 5 ;  

(b) The chapeau of operative paragraph 2 was revi sed to read as fol lows :

" Also decide::;_ to recommend that par ticipation in the Conference
shoul d  be open to " ;

(c) Subparagraph 2 ( a )  was revised to read as follows :

" ( a ) All States Members of the United Nations or of any of the
specia lized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency" ;  
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( d ) I n  s ubparagraph 2 ( b ) , the word " all " was deleted ; 

( e )  I n  s ubparagraph 2 ( d ) , the words "The executive heads o f "  were added 
before  the words " the special i zed agencies " ;  

( f )  Operative paragraph 3 was replaced by the following two paragraphs : 

" 3 . Requests the Economic and Social Council to request  the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Organi zations to consider on a priority 
bas i s , i n  advance o f  the Conference , the granting of consultative s tatus 
to more non-governmental o rganizations concerned with the advancement o f  
women,  with particul ar attention being given t o  appl ications f rom 
non-gove rnmental o rgani zations from developing countries , and al so 
requests  that the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations be provided 
wi th addi tional resource s  to deal with the additional workload " ;  

" 4 . Recommends that the arrangements for consul tation with 
non-gove rnmental organizations , as approved by the Economic and Social 
Council i n  its  resolution 1 2 9 6  (XLIV ) o f  2 3  May 1968 , be reviewed to make 
consul tative s tatus more access ible to non-gove rnmental organi zations , 
particularly those from developing countries " ;  

( g )  Ope r at ive paragraph 4 ( para.  5 of  the f inal tex t )  was revised to 
read as follows : 

" Re commend::;_ that the Secretary-Gene ral appoint a woman as 
Secretary-Gene r al of the Confe rence , not l ater than 1992 , who should have 
i nternational s tature in rel ation to the advancement o f  women and 
exper ience in the United Nations system , and who would assume primary 
respons ibil i ty for the preparation o f  the Conference " ;  

( h ) A new operative paragraph ( para .  6 o f  the f inal text )  was inserted 
a f te r operative paragraph 4 ( para .  5 of the f inal text ) , which read as follows : 

"Al s o  recommends that , in appointing the necessary s taff for the 
Conference , the Secretary-General include pe r sons from the developing and 
the least  developed countries , taking into consideration equitable 
geographical distr ibution" ; 

( i )  Ope r ative paragraphs 5 to 8 of  section A were renumbered 7 to 10 ; 

( j )  I n  section B ,  a new penul timate preambul ar paragraph was inserted, 
which read as fol lows : 

"A.clmowledginq the important role of women entrepreneurship , notably 
i,1 small  an� mediwn-s i zed ente rpri ses , in mobil izing resource s  and in 
p romo tin9 economj_c  growth and socio -economic development" ; 

( k )  A new operative paragraph was inserted after operative paragraph 10 , 
which read as follows : 

" 1 1 . Also  recommenq_� that regional conferences i nclude i n  their 
agendas the i ssue of entrepreneurship and the advancement o f  women ,  
emphasi zi ng the need t o  f acilitate an over all entrepreneur i al activity 
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through appropriate economic pol icies, t raining, access to credi t ,  
information and other support systems " ;  

( 1) Operat ive paragr aphs 11 to 14 of section A we re renumbe red 12 to 1 5 ;

( m ) In section C ,  a new operative paragraph was added , which read as 
follows : 

" 3 . Emphasi zes the importance of unrestricted participation by the 
media in cover i ng the forum"; 

(n )  I n  section D ,  a new operative paragraph was added, whi ch read as 
fo l lows : 

" 3. U rge� Gove rnments , inte rnational organizations and mul t i lateral 
f i nancial  institutions to provide as sistance to the least deve loped 
countries  for thei r p reparatory activities at the national leve l ". 

14 7 . Also at the 14 th meeting , the Deputy Director of the Division for  the 
Advancement of  Women stated that, afte r reviewing the draft resolution , it 
appeared that the modalities  for the preparation and holding of the Conference 
differed substantially from those reported to the Economic and Social  Council  
at i ts first regular s e s s ion of 1990 . The proposed new moda l i ties would 
result in additional requirements for (a) trave l  of participants who are 
entitled to trave l at the expense of the United Nations; (b ) regional 
activi t ies in the course of preparations for the Conference ; ( c )  an 
information crunpaign to be conducted by the Department of Publ ic Information; 
and (cl ) additional conference-servicing requirements. A preliminary review 
indicated that overall addit ional costs could reach $1  m i l l i on .  Most of the 
additional requi rements would be re l ated to the biennium 19 94-1 9 95 . For 19 9 3 , 
the proposal to i ssue a new bulleti n ,  entitled " Conference 1995", would 
require an additional provision o f  $ 30, 000 for external printing and binding . 

1 4 3 . At the same meeting , the Commission adopted the draft resolution ,  as 
orally revised ( see chap . I ,  sect. C, resolution 36 /8 ) . 

149 . Af ter the draft  resolution was adopted , the representative of the United 
States of America made a statement. 
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Chapter VI 

PROVI SIONAL AGENDA FOR THE THIRTY-SEVENTH SESS ION 
OF THE COMMISSION 

150 . The Comm i s s ion cons idered i tem 7 of i ts agenda at i ts 14th meeting ,  on 
20 March 1 9 9 2 . I t  had before it the following documents : 

( a ) Note by the Secretary-Gene ral on the proposed work programme 
requi red to prepare for the in-depth cons ideration o f  the priority themes 
scheduled for the thirty-seventh session of  the Commission ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /CRP . 1 ) ; 

( b )  Note by the Secretariat containing the draft provis ional agenda and 
documentation for  the thi rty-seventh sess ion o f  the Commission on the Status 
of Women ( E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /L . 2 0 ) . 

l � l - The Deputy Di rector o f  the Divis ion for the Advancement o f  Women made an
introductory s tatement .

J5 2 .  At the same meetinCT ,  the Commission approved the provi s ional agenda for 
the thi r ty-seventh s e s s ion for s ubmission to the Economic and Social Council 
ond reque s ted the secretariat of  the Commission to complete i t  in the l ight of  
deci s ions taken by other o rgans ( fo r  the text  of  the draft deci s ion, see 
chap . I ,  s ect . B, draft decis ion I ) . 

Request for additional confe rence faci l i ties during 
the thir ty-seventh session of  the Commission 

1 5 3 . At the 14th meeting, on 2 0  March, on the p roposal  of the Chai rperson, the 
Commiss ion decided to recommend that the Economic and Social Counci l approve 
the convening o f  four additional meetings , with interpretation service s ,  
during the thi r ty-seventh sess ion of  the Comm i s s ion; those meetings would be 
held s imultaneously with the plenary meetings o f  the Commis s ion for the 
purpose o f  cons ider ing in info rmal meetings the preparations for the Fourth 
Wo rld Conference on Women :  Action for Equality ,  Development and Peace , in 
1 9 9 5  ( see chap . I ,  sect .  B ,  draft decision I I ) . 

154 . At the s ame meeting ,  the Deputy Director of  the Divi sion for the 
Advancement of  Women stated that the provis ion of  additional meetings would 
i nvolve additional confe rence-se rvicing costs at full cost estimated at 
$6 5 , 900 , but the actual cost  would be set agains t the provis ion already made 
under section 3 2  o f  the programme budget for the biennium 1 9 9 2 -1 9 9 3 , in 
accordance with exi s ting methodology for budgeting for conference-servicing 
requirements i n  re l ation to the inclusion of addi tional meetings in the 
calendar o f  meetings and conference s . 

1 5 5 . After the draft decis ion was adopted , the representative of  the United 
States o f  America made a s tatement . 
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Chapter V I I  

llDOPTION O F  THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON ITS 
THIRTY-SIXTH SESSION 

156 . At i ts 14th meeting ,  on 20  March 1992 , the Comm i s s ion adopted the report 
on its thi r ty-s i 1tth sess ion ( E/CN .  6 / 19 9 2 / L .  3 and .i\dd . 1-4 ) ,  as orally amended . 

-90-



Chapter VIII  

ORGANI ZATION OF THE SESSION 

A .  Opening and duration of the session 

157 . The Commiss ion on the Status of Women held its  thirty-s ixth sess ion at 
the Vienna I nternational Centre from 11  to 20 March 1992 . The Commiss ion held 
14 meetings . 

1 5 8 . The sess ion was opened by the Di rector of  the Division for the 
Advancement o f  Women , on behalf of the Director-General of the United Nations 
Office at Vienna . In her introduc tory statement , she said that it was 
important to reaffirm the goal of equality between women and men and its 
inseparability f rom the objectives of development , democracy , human rights and 
j 11 s tice . Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women : Action for 
Equality .  Development and Peace , to be held in 1 9 9 5 ,  presented a good 
oppor tuni ty for the Commission to give impetus to efforts for the advancement 
o f  women . The main i ssues relating to the Conference were the allocation of
adequate resources and the provi s ion and dissemination of information .

1 '5 9 . National e fforts . through close collaboration between Governments and 
non-gove rnmental organi zations , were of key importance for a successful 
Conference . The Nai robi Forward-looking Strategies provided a sound 
foundation on whi ch the Conference could bui ld a concrete programme of action 
and highl ight l inkages between the advancement of women and global debates and 
obj ectives . She stated that the Commission might consider developing an 
international instrument on violence against women and providing an input to 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development . 

B .  Attendance 

16 0 .  The session was attended by representatives o f  45  States members of the 
Commission . Observers for other States Members o f  the United Nations and for 
non-member States also attended,  as well  as representatives of organizations 
of the Uni ted Nations sys tem and observers for intergovernmental , 
non-governmental and other organizations . A list  o f  participants is  contained 
in annex I to the present report . 

c .  Election of officers 

16 1 .  At its 1st  meeting,  on 11  March, the Commis sion elected the following 
o fficers by acclamation :

Chairperson : Mervat Tallawy ( Egypt ) 

Vice-Chairpersons : Achie Luhul ima ( Indonesia )  
Olga Pellicer (Mexico ) 
Joke Swiebel (Netherlands ) 

Rapporteur : I reneusz Matela  ( Poland ) 
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D . Agenda and o rgani zation of wor k

1 6 2 . A t  its  1 s t  meeting on 11  March,  the Commi s s ion adopted the provis ional 
agenda contained in document E/CN . 6 / 1992 / 1 ,  as follow s : 

1 . Election o f  office rs .

2 . Adoption  o f  the agenda and o ther o rganizat ional matte r s .

3 . Programming and coordination matte r s  related to the United Nations
and the United Nations system .

4. .  Moni tor ing the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-look i ng 
S tr ategies for the Advancement of Women.  

5 . P r i o r i ty themes :

( a ) Equal ity : Elimination of de jure and de facto di s c r im ination
against  women ;

( b ) Deve lopment :

( i ) I ntegration of  women in the process  o f  development ;

( i i ) Women and the environment;

( c ) Peace : Equal participation in all  e fforts to promo te
international cooperation, peace and dis armament .

6 . Preparations for the Fourth World  Conference on Women : Action for
Equa l i ty ,  Development and Peace .

7 . Provi s ional agenda for the thi rty-seventh session o f  the Commission .

8 . Adoption o f  the report  o f  the Comm i s s ion o n  its  thi rty-s ix th session .

163 . Als o  at i t s  1 s t  meeting, the Commis sion approved the o rganization of  the 
wor k  of  the s e s s ion ( E/CN . 6 / 199 2 / 1 ,  annex I ) . 

E . Appointment of the members of the Working Group
on Communications

J.64 . At its  6th meeting,  on 1 6  March , the Comm i s s ion decided to e s tabl ish a 
Working Group to conside r ,  under agenda i tem 4 ,  communications regarding the 
s tatus o f  women , pursuant to Economic  and Social Council  resolution 1 9 8 3 /27 . 
Tl1A fol lowing f ive member s . nominated by the i r  regional group s , were appointed : 

Auwa Mai A l i  (Nige d . c.1. )  
Do r i s  Avrem�nk0 ( Rus s i an Fede ration) 
Aure l i o  Fe rnande z ( Spai n )  
Lingl ingay F .  Lacanlale ( Phil ippine s ) 
Maria  Ange l i c a  Si lva ( Chi le ) 
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F .  Friends of the Rappo r teur 

1 6 5 . The Commission al so decided to establish an informal group of Friends of 
the Rapporteur , comprising the fol lowing five members , nominated by their 
regional groups, to ass ist the Rapporteur in completing the report of the 
Commission on its thirty-sixth session : 

B rigitte Brenne r ( Austria ) 
Zdenka Dahinterova ( Czechoslovakia ) 
Fatimah Hamid-Don (Malaysia ) 
Jacqueline Petersen (Vene zuela ) 
Ahde llah Wadi ( Sudan ) 

G .  r:_ons ul tat ion with noll=._governmental organizations 

1 6 6 . Written statements submitted by non-governmental organizations in 
nc cordance with rule 7 6  of the rule G of procedure of the functional 
commis s ions of  the Economic  and Social Counc il are li sted in annex I I  to the 
p resent report . 

�i tuation in South Af ric a 

1 6 7 . At the 6th meeting,  on 16 March , one representative , on behalf of a group 
of countries that are members of the Commission, made a proposal to issue on 
behalf of the C0mmis sion a statement on the whites-only referendum in South 
Africa , held on 1 7  March 1992. By the statement , the Commission would express 
' ' g rave concern that a section of the white population of South Africa was bent 
on registe r i ng a negative vote in an attempt to sabotage the negotiation
process and revers e the process towards the dismantling of apartheid" .

I G O. Several representatives noted that the Commission was not the appropriate 
forwn to deal with that is sue . The observer for the African National Congress 
( South Africa) explained that the intent was to send a message on the eve of 
the referendum and the Commission was the only major United Nations body 
holding a session at that time. At the 8th meeting on 17 March, the 
Commission decided to include the following statement on behalf of the Af rican 
States that are members of the Commission : 

" S tatement of the Afri_can S tates on the whites-only re ferendum in South 
Af rica on Tuesday, 17 Mar ch l.ill. 

"The A frican group, meeting during the thirty-s ixth session of the 
Commis s ion  on the S tatus of Women, held in Vienna from 11 to 
2 0  March 1 9 9 2 , took note that the South African regime had decided to 
call a referendum on 17  March 199 2  to canvass the views of the white 
populatio n of  that cvuntry on the ongoing negotiations under the auspices 
i) f t:hP. Convent ion  fo,: a Democ ,.-atic South A fr ica (CODESA ) .

"The g i: o ur i s  o f  the view that the holding of separ ate referendums 
based on ethnic ity or race is not consistent with democratic practice and 
th a t-. ,  i n  the contex t of  South Afr i ca, i t  gives the minority white 
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population i n  that country the powe r o f  veto on an impor tant matte r  that 
rightly conce rns the total i ty o f  the population o f  South Africa .  

"The group expre sses  grave conce rn that a s ection o f  the whi te 
popul ation o f  S outh Africa  is bent on regi s te ri ng a negative vote in the 
refo. rendum in an attempt to s abotage the negotiation proce s s , aimed at 
ending the obnoxious sys tem of  apar theid i n  South Africa .  

"The A f r i can group would have wi shed to see the whole  popul at ion of 
South A f r ica - both ,black and whi te - participate in the refe rendum to 
re flect  the true meaning of  the p rinciples  unde r lying the concept of 
democr acy . I t  the refore cal l s  upon the whi te people o f  South A f ri ca,  who 
have ar rogated to themselves the r ight to continue to determine the fate 
o f  the mil lions o f  South Africans , to act in  a manner that wi l l  ensure
that the  proce s s  o[ negotiations is not truncated and reve rsed .

"The Af ric an group wi she s to take thi s  oppor tuni ty to reaff i rm its 
f i rm so lidarity with ,  and unf linching support for ,  the oppressed people 
nf South /\f ):ic,� ,  pur t i cularly the women and chi ldren who bear the brunt 
o f  t:h8 G t ruggle in their continued fight agains t the scourge o f
aparthe id . "
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Annex I 

ATTENDANCE 

Members 

�us t r i a :  Johanna Dohnal , Ri chard Wotava, Brigitte Brenne r ,  
Christine Schneide r ,  Edda Wei s s ,  Ewald Jaeger ,  
Ger traud Pichler , Theodora Graugobe r ,  Sabine M .  Brodtrager,  
Do rothea Gaudart ,  Birgit Stimme r ,  Ida Leeb-Jordanit s ,  
Do ris Ranftl-Gugenberge r ,  Helga Pegac , Renate Dor fmeister,  
Heidemarie Fenzl

Bahamas : A .  Mi ssouri Sherman-Peter 

Bangl adesh : Nas im Fi rdaus 

Braz i l : Thereza Mar i a  Machado Quintel la ,  
Antonio Humberto C .  A .  F .  Braga 

1!_1J.l.gar i a :  Rossen Popov 

CaQa.da : Kay Stanley, Valerie Raymond , Rhonda Ferderber ,  
V ivian Coll ins , Sherry Greaves , Stephen Moran 

�J1 i le : Maria  Angelica  Si lva, Jose Miguel de la Cruz Cros s ,  
Marcelo Agui rre Dwnay, Roberto Alvarez Henriquez 

�hina : Wang Shuxian ,  Chen Shiqiu,  Du Qiwen ,  Du Yong, Lin Chongfei,  
Chen Yongling ,  Zhuang Chenying , Zhang Dan 

!:._olombia : Al fonso Gomez Mendez ,  Maria  Teresa Betancur de Gonzalez ,  
Maria I s abel Segura 

Cote d ' Ivoire : Akoua Deza  Mal i k  

Cyprus : Athena Mavronicolas 

Czechoslovakia : Milan Jurza, Zdenka Dahinterova , Zuzana Vranova, 
Eva Drdakova , Jan Prusak 

�C;J.@do1: :  ,Jorge Parej a  C . , Ximena Verdesoto C .  

_!;;,Jyp_t : Mervat Tal lawy , Taher Farahat , Ahmed Ezzat 

Finland : Tuulikki Petaj aniem i ,  Hannu Hal inen , Leila  Rasanen,  
Hanni Kol j onen . Aino-Maij a  Hi l tunen,  Anj a-Riitta Ketokoski , 
Me r j a  Lindroos-Binham , Anne Huhtamaki 

France : Pierrette Biraud , Marcel Tremeau , Olivier Maitland Pelen, 
Eliane Rinaldo , Caroline Mechin,  Brigitte Collet , 
Michele Audeoud 
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� :  

.!ruti..a : 

Indonesia : 

_! ran Cisl amiG.
�epublic of ) :

Jt;._qJ__y : 

Jamaic a :  

t,iexico : 

�_QI..Qg_QQ :  

Ne.therlands : 

Peru : 

Philippines : 

J'..9_land : 

Ru::; r:;j.an 
Lf?der ation: 

Rwancl 1;p 

Charlotte Abaka, Clifford N .  A. Kotey 

K. N. Bakshi , Saurabh Kwnar, T. K .  Saroj ini , D . R .  Pradhan 

Ani Subj artani Santhoso ,  Achie S .  Luhul ima , 
J .  P .  Louhanapessy, Syams iah Achmad, Saodah B .  A. Syahruddin ,  
Ghaf far Fadyl , Yasri l  A .  Baharuddin ,  Andi Rita Nurhaida 

Seyed Moj taba Arastou , Farideh Hassani, Zahra Hadj abbas 
Gho li , Masoud Nili 

Iv  auk a Co rti , Alberto Schepisi , Francesco di Maggio, 
Maria Letiz ia Polastro 

Bever ley Manley 

Makiko Sakai , Mitsuko Horiuchi, Ryuko Fuj ii, Eiko Nakamura , 
Satoru Miyata , Harumi Katsumata 

Andreas Monique 

Fatimah Hamid Don , Lailatool Badriah Mahmood , 
Md. Hus s in B. Nayan, Zuraidah Amiruddin 

Olga Pellicer, Eduardo Avila , Ana Ma. Martinez Lavin  

Mohamed El  Habib Fas si F ihri, Aicha Kabbaj, 
Ahmed El Ghernougui 

Joke Swiebel , H. J .  Regeur, Enrik  c .  H. A. Plug , 
Susan Blankhart , Margriet Landman , Claudia Tempelman 

Hauwa Ali , Maryam Yunusa ,  Has s an Jega, Rosemary Dajo 

Naeem Hussain Chatta, Begum Salma Ahmad , Farman Ullah 

Alberto Salas Barahona , Paul Paredes Portel la ,  
Ae l in Pe rez Ramirez 

Patricia B .  Licuanan, Lingl ingay F .  Lacanlale, 
Thelma R. Castil lo 

Mar i a  Lubera , I reneusz Mate l a ,  Ewa Calczlynska, Urszula Pac , 
Ewa Lips ka 

E .  F .  Lakhova , M .  P. Beliakov, V. B. Kornyak , 
o .  s .  Avr amenko, v .  F. Belov , M .  O .  Korunova

Louise  Antoinette Mukasine 
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Pakistan:
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Sudan : 

Thailand : 

United Republic 
of _ _  Tanzania : 

United States 
of Merica :  

Y_ene zuela :  

Zaire : 

Zambia : 

Zimbabwe : 

Jos,  Ignac io P,rez Infante , Fernando Arias-Salgado , 
Purificaci6n Guti�rrez L6pez, Aurelio Fern�ndez,  
Is abel Cod6n Barrig6n, Consuelo Valdjs del Toro , 
Is abel Pas tor Garcia Moreno, Julia Tercero Valentin 

Ali Khalid El-Hus sein , Abdalla M. A .  Wadi, Rabab Elgenaid ,  
Ragaa El-Teriefi 

Sai s uree Chutikul, Somboon Sangi ambut, Benj amas Marpraneet, 
Siriboon Boonpiam 

Rosemary Semafumu 

Anne Mak inda ,  Maria Kisanga , T. A. F. Killenga, F. Temu, 
J .  Mrutu, Dora Msechu 

Juliette Clagett McLennan, Jane E .  Becker , 
Gwendolyn Marie Boeke, Patricia S. Harrison, 
Gwendo lyu S. I<ing, Elsie Vartanian , Shi rin R. Tahir-Kheli, 
Jackie  Wolcott , Robert T .  Anthony, John A. Buche, 
Ba .rhara  Fer r is , Mar.y F ran Freedman , John Knox , 
Sharon B. Kotok , Gregory B. Sprow, Richard W .  Hoover, 
Sur.a  Johns on , Esthe r Coopersmith 

Evangelina Garcia Prince , Jacqueline Petersen Parra 

Bagbeni Ass umani Nzengeya , Bokonga Ekanga Botombele, 
Ok i tundu Ayaki Omba , Lulu Mulas i 

Florence Mumba, T. Kambobe 

Salome Nyoni, Sibusiso D. Khumalo 

States Members of the United Nations represented 
by observers 

Algeria , Argentina, Australia ,  Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia, Cuba, 
Democratic People ' s  Republ ic of Korea, Denmark, Gabon, Germany , Greece, 
Hungary , Iraq , I reland, I srael, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Luxembourg , Namibia, 
New Zeal and, N i caragua ,  Norway , Panama , Portugal, Republic of Korea, Sweden, 
Tuni s i a ,  Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
I re l and , Viet Nam , Yemen , Yugoslavia. 

Non-member States represented by observers 

Holy See , Switzerland . 

Uni ted Nat ions Secretar iat 

Econom i c  Commiss ion for Africa , Economic Commi ssion for Latin America and 
the Caribbean , Economic and Social Commis sion for Western As ia. 
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!lfil....!&9 Nations bodies 

United Nations Children ' s  Fund , United Nations Development P rogramme , 
Uni ted Nations Env i ronment. Programme . United Nations Population Fund , United 
Nations Unive r s i ty .  Worl,J Food Programme , Office o f  the United Nations High 
r :ommiss ione r for  Refugee s ,  World  Food Council ,  I nternational Research and 
Training Institute for  the Advancement o f  Women , I nternational Trade Centre , 
United Nations Development Fund for Women . 

Special i zed agencies  

International Labour Organisation,  Food and Agr i culture Organ i z at ion of  
the United Nations , United Nations Educational , Scient i fic and Cultural 
Organization,  World Health Organization , I nternational Mar i t ime Organization, 
I nternational F und for Agri cultural Development , Uni ted Nations I ndustrial 
Deve lopment Organi zation.  

I ntergovernmental o rganizations repre sented by obse rve r s  

Commonweal th Secretariat , Counci l of Europe , European Economic Community , 
League o [  Arab G tatP. r: , Or�rnni zation o f  J\frican Unity, Organization o f  American 
States ( Inte r -kne rican Commiss ion of Women ) .  

Othe r oroanization represented by an obse rver 

Palestine . 

Liberation movements 

African National Congres s  ( South Africa ) , Pan Afr i canis t  Congres s  of 
Azania . 

Non-gove rnmental organi zations 

Category I :  International Al l i ance o f  Women - Equal R ights , Equal 
Respons ibi l i tie s . I nternational Confederation of F ree Trade Unions , 
[ 11 ternational Counci l  o f  Women , I nternational Counci l on Social Wel fare , 
r n t .e nrnt iona.l Fede r«tion o f  Bus ine s s  and Professional Women , International 
Pl anned Parenthood Federation, League of Red Cross  and Red Crescent Societies , 
Sn roptim i s t  International , Women ' s  International Democratic Fede ration,  World 
federation o f  Trade Unions , Wor l d  Federation of United Nations Associ ations , 
Wo r l d  Veter ans Federation , Zonta International . 

Category I I : knerican As sociation o f  Ret i red  Persons , As sociated Country 
Women o f  the Wor l d ,  Baha ' i  International Community , Caritas I nternational. is  
( International Confederation o f  Catholic Charities ) ,  Chri s ti an Democratic 
International , Di s abled People s ' I nternational , F riends World  Commi ttee for 
Consul tations , I nternational Abol i tioni s t  Federation,  I nternational 
Associ ation of Women in Radio and Televis ion, I nternational Counci l of Jewish 
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Women ,  International Federation for Home Economi c s , I nternational Federation 
of Unive r s i ty Women,  International Federation of Women Lawyer s ,  Medical 
Women ' s  International Association , National Counc i l  o f  German Women ' s  
Organizations - Federal Union o f  Women ' s  Organiz ations and Women ' s  Groups of 
Ge rman Associ ations , Pan-Pac i f i c  and South-East A s i a  Women ' s  Associ ation, Pax 
Romana ( International Catholic  Movement for Inte l l e c tual and Cul tural Affairs ) 
( Inte rnational Movement of Cathol i c  Students ) ,  Socialist  International Women , 
W� r l d  Assoc i ation of  Girl  Guides and Girl Scouts , World  Federation o f  
Methodi s t  Women,  World Union of  Catholic Women ' s  Organizations , Worldview 
Inte rnational Foundation . 

Ros te r : Bral�na Kumaris  World  Spiritual Univers ity,  Commonweal th Medical 
Association , European Union of  Women ,  International Inne r Wheel ,  International 
Peace Research A s sociation, International Women ' s  Tribune Centre . 
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Doc um en t_§_y!!lb o 1 

E / 1 9 9 2 / 6  

E/ CN. 6/ 19 92 1 1

E / CN .  6 /  1992 / 2 

E / 1 .:N . 6 / 1. 9 9 ?. /  3 

E / CN .  6 / 1 9 9 2 / 4  

E/CN . 6 /  19 9 2 1 5  

E/CN.6/19 9 2 / 6  

E /CN. 6/ 19 9 2 / 7  

E / t:N . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / 8

E / CN . 6/1992 / 9

E / CN. 6/1992 /10 

Annex I I  

L I ST Of DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
AT ITS THI RTY -SIXTH SESSION 

AgJ;Wda item 

3 

2 

4 

6 

4 

4 

4 

5 ( a )  

5 ( b) 

5 ( b ) 

5 (c ) 

Title or description 

Preparation of the system-wide 
medium-term plan for the advancement of 
women for the period 1 9 96-2 0 0 1 : report 
of the Secretary-General 

Provisional agenda 

System-wide monitoring of progress made 
i n  the implementation of  the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the 
Advancement of Women : report of the 
Secretary-General 

P reparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women : Action for 
Equality, Development and Peace: 
report of the Secretary-General 

Violence against women in all its 
forms : report of the Secretary-General 

Physical violence against detained 
women that is specific to their sex :

report of the Secretary-General 

The situation of Palestinian women and 
children : note by the Secretary-General 

Priority themes : Equality : 
Elimination of de jure and de facto 
discrimination against women: report 
of the Secretary-General 

Priority themes : Development : 
Integration of women in the process of 
development : report of the 
Secretary-General 

Priority themes : Development : Women 
and the environment : report of the 
Secretary-General 

Priority themes : Peace : Equal 
participation in al l efforts to promote 
international cooperation, peace and 
disarmament : report of the 
Secretary-General 
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Document symbol 

E/ CN. 6/1992/11 

E / CN. 6 / 199 2/12 

E /CN.6 / 1992 / CRP . l 

E/CN . 6/1992 /CRP . 2 

E/CN.6 /1992/CRP. 3 

E / CN. 6 / 1 9 9 2 / INF. l 

E / CN .  6 / 1 9 9 2 / INF . 2 

E / CN . 6 / J. 9 9 2 /  L . 1 

E/CN. 6 / 199 2/L. 2 

E/ CN.6 / 1992 /L.2 / Rev . 1 

T:: / CN .  6/1 9 9?. / L . 3 
0 1Jd Adel. 1-4 

Agenda item 

3 

3 

7 

4 ,  6 

4 

2 

4 

4 

8 

Title or description 

Improvement of the status of women in 
the Secretariat : report of the 
Secretary-General 

Proposed revi s i ons to the medium-term 
plan for the period 1992 - 1997: note by 
the Secretary-General 

Proposed wo rk programme requi red to 
prepare for the in-depth consideration 
of  the priority themes scheduled for
the thirty-seventh session of the
Commission : note by the
Secretary-General

Resul ts  of the eleventh session of the 
Committee on the Elimination o f  
Di s crimination agains t Women : note by 
the Sec retary-General 

Communications concerning the status of 
women : note by the Sec retar iat 

Information for participants 

Provisional list o f  parti cipants 

Status of documentation for the session : 
note by the Secretariat 

Communications concerning the status of 
women ( draft resolution 
E/CN . 6/1 991/L. 14, as orally revised) 

Australia, Austr ia, Belgium , Bulgaria, 
Canada, Cote d ' Ivoire ,  Cyprus, 
Czechoslovakia,  Denmark, Finl and , 
Morocco, Netherlands , New Zealand, 
Norway , Poland, Rus sian Federation, 
Sweden, Switzerland , Thail and, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northe rn 
I reland, United States of Amer ica and 
Zaire : revised draft resolution 

Draft report of the Comm i ssion on its 
thirty- s i x th session 
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Document symbol Agenda item 

E/CN .6/ 199 2 / L . 4 3 

E/CN. 6 / 1992 / L . 4/ Rev . 1 3 

E /CN . 6 / 199 2 / L. 5 4 

E/CN . 6 / 1992 / L . 6 4. 

E/ CN.6 / 1 992 /L . 7 4 

E/CN . 6/1 992/L.8 4 

E/CN .6/ 1 992/L . 8/Rev . 1 4 

Title  o r  descr iption 

Australia, Austria , Bahamas, Belgium, 
Braz i l, Canada , Cyprus ,  Denmark, 
Ecuador, Egypt, F inland, Greece, 
Netherlands , New Zealand , Nigeria, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain , Sweden , Uni ted 
States of Amer ica and Venezuela : draft 
resol ution 

Algeria, Australia ,  Austria , Bahamas, 
Belgium, Braz i l , Canada , Cyprus, 
Denmark, Ecuado r, Egypt, F inland, 
Greece, Mo rocco, Nethe r lands, 
New Zealand , Nigeria, Norway , Poland, 
Por tugal, Spain, Sweden, Uni ted States 
of Amer ica and Venezuela : revised 
draft resolution 

Algeria ,  on behalf of the African States 
that are members of the Comm i s sion on 
the Status of Women : draft r e solution 

Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Egypt, India, Indonesia , Iran ( I slamic 
Republic of ) , Lebanon, Madagascar ,  
Malaysia, Morocco, Philippines, Sudan, 
Tunisia , United Republ ic of Tanzania, 
Yemen ,  Zambia and Zimbabwe : draft 
resol ution 

Australia, Aus tria, Denmark, Egypt , 
Finland, Ghana, Italy, Phil ippines , 
Po rtuga l , Thailand and Venezuel a :  
draft  resolution 

Austral ia ,  Canada,  Czechoslovak ia ,  
F inland, Hungary, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Ne therlands , Norway, Phi l ippines, 
Po rtugal , Repub l i c  o f  Ko rea, Spain, 
Sweden, Swi t zerland, Thai land, Turkey, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela 
and Zambia : draft resol ution 

Austr alia , Austria ,  Bahamas, Bangladesh ,  
Braz il , Bulgaria ,  Canada, Cote d ' Ivo i re ,  
C zechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, 
Hungary , Jamaica, Lebanon, Morocco , 
Netherlands , No rway, Philippines, 
Portugal ,  Republ i c  of Korea, Spain, 
Sweden , Switzerland , Thailand , Turkey , 
United Republic of Tanzania , United 
States of America , Venezuela, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe : revised draft res olution 
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F. / (�N . 6/199 : U L .  9 4 

E/ CN . 6/1992 / L . 9 /Rev.l 4 

E / '�N . fi/1 9 9  2/L . 10 4. 

E / CN. 6 /  199 2/L . 1 1 5 ( b )

E / CN . 6 / 1 992 / L . 12  5 ( b ) 

E/CN . 6 / 1 992 / L.1 2 / Rev.1 5 ( b )  

E/CN. 6 / 1 992 / L . 13 

E/CN. 6 / 19 92 / L . 14 5 ( a ) 

E/CN . 6 / 1 992/L.15 5 ( a) 

Title or description 

Australia , Austria, Belarus, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Finland, Ghana, Greece, Italy, 
Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal , Spain, Switzerland , Russian 
Federation , Thailand, Venezuela, Z ai re 
and Zambia : draft resolution 

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belarus , 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ghana, Greece, 
Italy , Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Russian 
Federation, Rwanda , Thailand, Venezuela, 
Zaire ,  Zambia and Zimbabwe : revised 
draft resolution 

Brazil , on behalf of the Latin American 
�nd Caribbean States that are members 
o f  the Commission on the Status of
Women : draft resolution

Nigeria, on behalf of the States Members 
of  the United Nations that are members
of the Group of 77 : draft resolution

Nigeria, on behalf of the States Members 
of the United Nations that are members 
of the Group of 77 : draft resolution 

Nigeria , on behalf of the States Members 
of the United Nations that are members 
of the Group of 7 7 : revised draft 
resolution 

[Not circulated ] 

Australia, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Ecuado r, Egypt, F inland, 
France, Germany , Ghana, Greece, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, 
Portugal , Russian Federation , Spain, 
Sweden and Switzerland : draft 
resolution 

Austria, Denmark, Egypt, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Italy, Jamaica, 
Phi l ippines, Portugal , Spain, 
Switzerland, Venezuela and Zambia: 
draft resolution 
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Docwnent symbol Agenda i tem 

E/CN.6/ 1992/L . 1 6 5 ( b) 

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 / L . 1 6 / Rev. l 5 ( b) 

E/CN.6/ 1992 / L . 17 5 

E/ CN . 6/ 1992/L.17/Rev . l 5 

E/CN. 6 / 1992 / L . 1 0  6 

E / CN . 6 / 1 992 / L . 19 

E/CN . 6 / 1992 / L. 20 7 

E/CN . 6/1992 /NGO/ l 4 

E / �N. 6 / 1 9 9 2 /NGO/ 2 5 ( c ) 

Title  or description 

Austria , Cote d ' Ivoire , France , Ghana , 
Greece , I taly , Malaysia ,  Morocco,  
Pakistan , Poland , Portugal , Rwanda , 
Spain, Tunisia and Zaire : draft 
resolution 

Bahamas, Cote d ' Ivoire, C.zechos lovakia, 
Egypt, France, Ghana , Greece , I taly , 
Malaysia , Morocco , Pakistan, Poland, 
Portugal , Rwanda , Spain, Tunisia, United 
States of America and Zaire : revised 
draft resolution 

Argentina , Bahamas , Bol ivia , Chi le , 
Ecuador, Peru, Philippine s,  Poland , 
Uruguay and Venezuela : draft resolution 

Argentina, Bahamas, Bol ivia , Chile ,  
Ecuador , Peru, Philippines ,  Poland , 
Uruguay and Venezuela : revised draft 
resolution 

Draft resol ution submitted by the 
V i ce-Chairperson of the Commission, 
Mrs . Olga Pellicer ( Mexico) 

China ,  United Republic  of Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe : amendments to the revised 
draft resolution contained in document 
E/CN.6/1992/L.2/Rev. l 

Draft provisional agenda and 
documentation for the thirty-seventh 
session of the Commis sion on the Status 
of Women : note by the Secretariat 

Statement s ubmitted by the following 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council : Socialist 
International Women ( category I I )  

Statement submitted by the fol lowing 
non-governmental organizat ions in 
consul tative status with the Economic 
and Soci al Council : Zonta International 
( category I ) ;  International Council of 
Jew i sh Women , International Federation 
of University Women , Pan-Pacific and 
South-East As ia Women ' s  Association and 
Women ' s  International League for Peace 
and Freedom ( category I I) 
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Agenda item 

5 ( b )  

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /NGO/ 4 5 ( b )  

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /NGO/ 5 6 

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /NGO/ 6 4 

E/CN . 6 / 1 9 9 2 /NGO/7  5 ( b )  

Title or description 

Statement s ubm itted by the following 
non-governmental organi zations in 
consultative s tatus with the E conomic 
and Social Council :  Soroptimist  
International ( category I ) ;  As sociated 
Country Women o f  the World ,  
International Federation for Home 
Economics , Wor l d  Union of Catho l i c  
Women ' s  Organi z ations ( category I I ) ;  
European Union o f  Women and 
International Inner Whee l  ( roste r ) 

Statement submitted by the fol lowing 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative s tatus with the Economic 
and Social Council :  Soroptimi s t  
International ( category I )  

Statement submi tted by the fol lowing 
non-governmental organizations in 
consultative s tatus with the Economic 
and Soci al Counci l :  I nternational 
Counci l  of Women ( category I ) ;  
As sociated Country Women of the World, 
International Counci l of  Jewish Women, 
International Federation of University 
Women, I nternational Movement for 
Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples 
and World Union of Catholic Women ' s  
Organi zations ( category I I ) 

Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental o rganizations in 
consultative s tatus with the Economic 
and Social Council :  I nternational 
Counci l of Women ( category I ) ;  
Associated Country Women of  the World, 
International Council of Jewi sh Women, 
International Federation of  University 
Women , I nternational Movement for 
Frate rnal Union among Races and Peoples 
and World Union of Catholic  Women ' s  
Organizations ( category I I ) 

Statement submi tted by the fol lowing 
non-governmental organi zations in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council : I nternational 
Organization of Consumers  Unions , 
International Planned Parenthood 
Federation, Soroptimi s t  I nternational , 
Women ' s  I nternational Democratic 
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E / CN . 6 /199 2 /NGO/ e 6 

Title or des c ription 

Federation , Zonta International 
( category I ) ; Caritas Internationalis 
( International Confederation o f  Catholic 
Charities), Disabled Peoples ' 
International, International Federation 
of Univers i ty Women, International 
Abolitionist Federation , International 
Council of Jewish Women, Italian Centre 
of Solidarity , Pax Romana (International 
Catholic Movement for Inte l lectual and 
Cultural Affairs) (International 
Movement of Catholic Students ), Women ' s 
International Z ionist Organization, 
World A s s o ciation of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts , World Young Women ' s  
Christian Association ( category II); 
I nternational Inner Wheel, International 
Associ ation o f  Charities and World 
Peace Counc il ( roster ) 

S tatement submitted by the following 
non-gove rnmental organizations in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social  Council : International 
Organi z ation of Consumers Unions , 
International Planned Parenthood 
Federation, Women ' s  International 
Democ ratic Federation, Soroptimist 
International, Zonta International 
( category I ) ;  Disabled Peoples ' 
International, Inte rnational 
Abolitionist Federation, International 
Council of Jewish Women, I nternational 
Federation for Home Economi c s , 
International Federation of University 
Women, Italian Centre of Sol idarity , 
Pax Romana ( Inte rnational Catholic 
Movement for Intellectual and Cultural 
Affairs) (International Movement of 
Catholi c  Students) , Sociali st 
International Women, Women ' s  
International Zionist Organization, 
Wor ld Assoc iation of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts, World Union of Catholic 
Women ' s  Organizations, World Young 
Women ' s  Christian Association ( category 
I I ) ;  European Union of Women , 
International Inner Wheel, 
I nternational Association of Charities 
and World Peace  Council ( roster ) 
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E/CN . 6/1 9 92/NGO/ 9  

E/CN . 6 / 1992/NGO/10 

E / CN .6/19 92 /NGO/ll 

E/CN . 6/19 9 2/NGO/12  

E/CN . 6 / 19 9 2/NGO/ 1 3  

llgenda item 

4 

5 ( b ) 

5 ( c ) 

Title or description 

Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental organi z ation in 
cons ul tative status with the Economic 
�nd Social Council : International 
Alliance of Women ( category I )  

Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental organization in 
consultat ive status with the Economic 
and Social Council : Baha ' i  
International Community ( category II ) 

Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative s tatus with the Economic 
and Social Council : European Union of 
Women ( roster ) 

5 ( a ) , ( b )  Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Soc ial Council : International 
Alliance of Women, International 

5 ( b ) 

Council on Social Welfare, Soroptimist 
International , Zonta International 
( category I ) ; All-India Women ' s  
Conference, Associated Country Women of 
the World, Baha ' i  International 
Community, International Commis sion of 
Jur ists , International Council of Jewish 
Women, International Federation of 
Univers ity Women, International 
Federation of Women Lawyers , Social ist 
International Women, World Federation 
of Methodist Women and World Union of 
Catholic Women ' s  Organizations 
( category I I ) 

Statement submi tted by the fol lowing 
non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council :  International 
All iance of Women - Equal Rights, Equal 
Responsibilities, International 
Federation of Bus iness and Profe ssional 
Women, Soroptimist International 
( category I ) ; American As soc iation of 
Retired Persons , Baha ' i  International 
Community , International As s ociation 
for Religious F reedom , International 
Association of Women in  Radio and 
Televis ion, International Federation 
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E / CN . 6 /1992 /NG0/ 1 4  5 ( a )  

E / CN . 6/1992 /NG0/15 5 ( b )  

Title or descr iption 

for Home Economics, International 
Federation of University Women, 
Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women ' s
Association , Women ' s  International 
League for Peace and Freedom , World 
Federation of  Methodist Women, World 
Movement of Mothers ( category II) ; 
International Institute of Rural 
Reconstruction ( roster) 

Statement submitted by the following 
non-gove rnmental organization in 
consultative status with the E conomic 
and Social Council : Worl d  Veterans 
Federation ( category I )  

Statement submitted by the following 
non-governmental organization in 
consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council : Ameri c an 
Association of Retired Persons 
( category II) 
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