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Dr, SIOTH (Canﬂda) sald that, as he had pointed cut at the Cownission's
third spec¢ial session, what was l&ohla was a prover econoumic supply-demand model
of 11010 opiwa and morphine production, which wight eventually be extenced to
cover illicit supplv and dekana. Such models were needsd not only by INCD but
also by the international community as a whole, in crcer to evaluate the effects
of chonges in ¢ oouotloa of opium, worphine and their derivatives and substitutes.
The Board's estimotes were adequate up to a certaln woint, but it was also
necessary Lo esteblish total supply-~demand cquations, even if only roush
estimotes could be made. Such a model would be oﬂ“ulculorly imporiant for the
evaluation of the eifects of illicit dewsnd reductlon due to prevention oad
treatuent. e requésted thet hls suzgestion should appear in the report of the
Coumission.

Dr. REXED (JU n) said he wished to report the results of soive genetic
work on the oniuwa poppy that was currently in projress ia his country. It wight
be surprising thot Sweden tool sn imtercst in the cultivation of the opilum popoy,
but the nlant produced edible oil that hed some excelleat qualities. During the
emergency period of the Second Jorld “Jer, no less than 2,300 hectares in Sweden
had been under popwny plont cultiVﬁtion for thot purpose, Cilnce the end of the
vier, interest hod waned ond cdible oil hed been obiained from other nlents but,
in the last two wears, coscercial interests had ve;ewed resesrch on the POPDY

with an eve to ils velue as ot oil-producing plewh.  Zmorimnents ia birceding
selection had been carried out by the Sweﬂish seed ;u~001at101 Laeboratory and

soue interesting results were now emerging. The lotional Jocid- of Henlth and
Hielfare had, Tor obvious reasons, maintaized cluse coatact with and con vrol over
the experiients.

The Lﬁhorqbory had selected lines from a cou:.ercial Swedish variety, and had
endeavoured to lessen the worphine content of the opiwm which, in the case of one

line, had been redvced to 1-2 per cent. Thot wos less than 10 per cent of the
avercge morphine conteat of onium. le also wentioned in nassing thet soue nigh-
vielding liues had been found whiclhi nroduced as much as a 25 per cent uworphine
content in the opiw., ”he low=norohine line towecred to be {nirly staoble, and
resoarch was continuin,; the ploat was grown in aa erea of sowe L hectares. One

x/ The rest of the meeting is not covered in the swmary record.
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remarkavle by-product of the research was that, {rom the low=-morphine line,
another line hod suddenly emerged that produced o high content of thebaine
(about 2l per cent), while having 2 morvhine content of less than 1 per cenb.
That line was of interest to the geneticists who were currently cultvivating it
in a greenhouse in order To follow its developuent.

Commercial research would undoubtedly contiiue, since the use of the opium
poppy for oil production would be very valuadle to uweden, which was currently
importing much edible oil, narticularly for mcrgorine production.

There were several interesting aspects to that worlk from the Cormissionts
voint of view. In The first place, the results of the research might help the
United Hations Laboratory in its efforts to selects high-yield varieties. The
second aspect was the progpect of discovering scme nigh~yield thebaine lines.
Possibly the most interesting aspect, however, weas the fact that, if the Swedish
experiments led to the commercial agricultural cultivation of low-yield morphine
lines, they might constitute very useful substitute crops for farmers currently
growing the opium vonpy for morphine productioin.

tr. CiPASH0 (Observer for Ttaly), speazing at the invitation of the
Chairman, said that the Commission should take account of the fact that the demand
for codeine for :wedical purposes was increasiay steadily in many countries,
including Itely. Although loag-term scilenvific research might produce valuable
results, there was also a need for a short-term solution to the codeine shortage.
His delegation believed that, if a producin; country could suarantee an optimum
coubrol over poppy cultivation, there was no need for the Comission to limdt
its choice between the various courses of action open to it to meet the demand for
codeine. The authorities of a producing country should be allowed either to
increase the size of cultiveted areas or inftroduce new cultivation methods that

would produce higher ields. In meling hils comments on the item under considerction,

he had talten account of the effectiveness of the controls iumtroduced by the Indian
Govermment over the production of the opium ponny. ‘

lir. LOGAR.LS (Observer for freece), spealing at the invitation of the
Chairman, drew attention to the United Steates represcutative's observation
(786th meeting) thalb there was no hope of the United States chemical industry being
able to produce in the near future non-addictive symthetic substances to replace
netural narcotic drugs. He himself was not surprised by that statement, since he
still maintained that attempts to develop strong analgesic drugs not involving the
danger of dependence were doomed to failure. The history of pethidine was

2.3

instructive in that respect.

There were, ol course, several patterns ol denendence. The opiates were not
intrinsically verwv TGoxic but the dependence ther produced truly enslaved the
individual, in view of the fact that the poweriul reinforcement experienced with
intravenous opiates led inexorably to a compulsive pattern of addiction.
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A number of renresentatives had expressed concern rerarding the shortase of
morphine. Iiis delegetion did not ghare that councern, since it felt that-morphine
requirements cculd essily be met by the use of ﬁ@tﬂlclqc end other synthetic
derivatives. His couabry hod ceased Lo .roduce ovium as {rom January 1972, and
the cultivation of the onium popuwy hed beer nronibited since that dote.

o
@O

Unfortunctel, (reece wos still in the vory difficult josition of e troasit
country, and his {overmiont Lhod to spend o conasiderable ﬁro:or ;ion of its limited
resources, vithout any financial aid from abroad, to co trol the illicit tralffic
in drugs produced in other countries. Consecuently, his uelegation shered the
hope expressed by many previous spealers that research into Papaver bracteatum
would, in due course, succeed in solving the provler of codeine requirements.

.

lirs. JOTCHNOVA (Observer for Juliaria), spealiding at the invitebion of
the Chairman, salc that cultivation of the opiwm poppy had, in the past, been
tidespread in her cowvbry but wos uow diminishing rapidly. The uodn reason for
that pheunomenon wog the low prolitability of the crop as compared with ianteusive
crops such as tobacco aud cobtbton. 4As a result, the country's opiate reculrensents
(particularly codeine) weore largely covered by iivorts and, in recent vears, it
rad been difficult to obtoin the cquantities Jeﬂdec. Ter “foverment had now
initioted ressorch iuto the possibility of imereasing the cultivatbion o the
opium poppy within the countrv. Control was not & serious proolewm in Juliaria,
since the opiwm poppy was cultivated by Stule or co-operctive arjricultural
vndertaliings.

s >

The scientific research carried out in her countrv end sum.orized in an
article published in the Sulletin on dorcotics in 1973 12/ nad been concentrated
on flAQLHw varieties which were resistant o cold and witich hed a shord srowbh
period. It had culminsted in the developmeny of‘*he aew popur varieties 5-1060,
S=230 and P-%00, In Sulgerian climtic conditions, those swecies produced o
high wield and offered greater resistance to cold than any other of the varieties
tested. The preliminory resulis were very encours;ing, and the research, which
was still in an early stage, would continue.

Lir. JYRIGS VALI.ASEDA (Observer for {(3pain), spealring ot the invitation of
the Chairman, sai: that the chief purpose of the licit cult'vation of the opium
poppv was Lo meet codeine reguireaenis, since codeiue ond 1its salts were widely

sed in phormeceuticals. Conseguently, it apnesred necessary for aderuave steps
to be tallen to increcse production of the oniw:a vopny, mud of the some tine Lo
ensure adequave combrol. k

In the short term, the obvious solutiown wos Lo increase the production of
poppy straw Lut, in the longer teri, research on other verieties, particuleorly
Papaver “racteatum, should produce results. IHis couatry, in which soil and
climetic conditions were norticulerl: sultveble fov exporimwnting with such
vorieties, was conductiag resecarch alonyg those lines.

12/ Ipid.
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i, JOLLS0I~DLAGBELYIRIE (Togo) said it was o notable fact that a large
pronortion of the Coimiission's resolullons cdeals it the nesd to control, or
eradicate, the cultivation of the oplum voppy, cmxnabls plant or coca bush bub
that there had been no atterpt to control the liclt wanufacture of psychotropie.
substances. Thal was no coincidence, since the crops e had mentioned were
cultivated almost envirelw in the devcloniay countries, hile the psyehotronic
substances were wemulactured in the developed counirios.

5

The fact that such production was uncontrolled had wvost vnlortunate effects
on meny developing countries, since the ~urnlus nroduction of psvchobropic
substances was chomielled toverds then, nccomponied by unprineivnled advertising
calculated o increase their conswmtion of such substcnces.

In thot counexion, it should not be forsobten that, uvnder the 1961 Convention,
I.IC8 had the fuaction of limiting the cultivation, nroduction, rasufacture,
international trade in and use of drugs to the amount required Tor medical and
scientific nurpoges %/ILCQ/Eb, para.l87). It was high wime that the 1961
Convenrtion was implemented in respect oif cnulaciurc.

Dr. OCRTSUHILCGER (Switzerland) said thet hi
with the comments wade by the United States representotive coacerning the
difficulties encountered in obbtaining supplics of 0pium 1laloids in 197k
Sritzerland had been able to ovtain only hali e gquantity of opiuwm it had
notified to vhe JSoard as constituting ils requlreﬁeacs “or the year. The
situation regarding 1975 soweared no better, and it was clear that thet shate
of affairs could nov be allowed to continue.

s deleza ion fully agreed

-~
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It was regretteble that the I TB report for 197l hod devoted only two pages
to the question of opium supplies, whereas in the report for 1073 (ﬁ/&qu/dl and
Corr.1l 1)/) 15 pages had been devoted to the susject, .lis delepgotion hoped that,
as proposed by the Indian representative (706th mODUWD'), . discussios could be
held between the producing and the manulacturing couwncries on the subject of those
raw materials. It also hoped thas fubure 1383 renorts would devote rathsr more
space to bhe suvject. In that counexion, ne wished to renind the Comnlssion of
article 8 of the 1901 3in_le Comvention, which cuthorized the Commission to call
the attention of the Loard to any matters which it be relevaat to the fuactions
of the :oard., For thot moatter, the report for 107} itsell wentioned in para raph 1387
the fact thet the board's functions ineluded eunsurin: the ovailability of drugs Jor
medical and sclentific purposes.

It was certain Ll&u, for many yeors to coue, codeine would not Le renlaced by

any obther druf since it waes used not only as o iuor onalpesic butv elsc as an
enti=tussive, aud iv :ovlc be extrenely difficuls to Tind oarother susstance
comoainiag the ”LO gualities without anv disadvatoes. Codeine was very rarcly
abused snd that Loct also renderec it indispenscblo as a drug,

-
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13/ United :lavions publication, Sales " 0.5.
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Poppy. straw was nordly lilely Lo appear im illicit traffic in view of its
enorious bulk vhicih also mede It extremely diff'icult to transport in licit traffic.
The solution mizht be to process the stray on the spot inbo a nwore re%dllw
transportaile concenvrate.

T, AT (T ev) sald thch:
cultivetion sterwod not onl:r Trom hume wub alsc from the necd wo
£i11 the e between supply and demsnd, nt was 1most concernsd Lo
avoid the risks of diversion. The aew nethod of poPAV streaw. oroduction wa
therelfore being introduced, and tast called for mejor efforts by hils country's
authoritiss. Turleyr would thus “e able to produce unincised noppy straw for
export and slso for processing luto alkaloids in the very near fubure at e new
factory that was to be built., His dovermment would clso ceo-operote with the
Uaited obions Laborevorv in efforts bo naximize The wield of existing varieties
end to ﬁevclon hicher-yielding varieties of Papaver sormiferum. In view of the
projress at hrd been achieved in poppy reseorch orojects being carried out by

he Uﬁited Jetions Laboretory, he hoped thet priority would continue to be granted
to its norl:. T

Cecision to resuse popny

'

The CHAIR AW soid there was no dount thod a rop existed between denand
and supply as for as codeine was conceraned, oG the recomaendation corbained in
the report of 1.03 for 197hL, whicb consained o relotive 17 short chapter o The
supply of rar metorials for the licit manufacture of onivtes, was effectively being
endorsed by the Comiission. 11 that connexion, he reflerred to the estinctes of
world production for 1975, viich should be lopt in rind.

Hany represeﬁtﬁ ives had repeatedly referrcd to the need to estanlisi convrols
over liecit procduction. In his view, however, Lhat congern vas of lsss il vortauce

than the provblens arising from illicit cultivation, sdidlch was the el problem. ‘
Licit cultivation could be perfectly proverly coverolled by “the producer countries,
rnich were not dawrsed by their responsibility Tor ensurin, thot there ware no
diversions. o onc corld say when licit opium supmlics mipht hecorme surolus vo
over~all denand, ond ab presewnbt thers wos no reduction in denand pressure. A
possible excess produouloq of licit opium should not be a watter of serious comcern
al present, and wie Lormalssion should talie note 03 the fact thet the producing
countries were w2ll sware of their duty to ensure that vrover controls existed.
summarizing the siews thab had been eipressed on how the present shortage mipht
be overcome, he suid thet sin points had emerged froi the debate. .Jirstly,
realissvic estimates of the requirencnts of opiun or nopoy strow should be drown
up by the vhoramcewbical manulascturers in escﬁ couutry and, so as Lo onpure that
no exaggerated requirewents were submitted, Uher should be endorsed b the
Govermments concerned. Jecond, exnorters of opiws or wvopvy strov should plan
their production on the Losis of those estiuntes cnd extend areas of cultivation
only in o meaner compotible with nroner cenvrols ~nd aefepunrds.  Third, countries
manulacturing technical morvhine should ciwand production as much as vnossivle.
Fourth, counmtries which lanced nopny straw for oplwe :2i ht direct thelr elforts
towards obtaining teciinical morphine even from lanced straow. Fifth, there should
be vigorous effort to ovtain codeine {rom Papaver bracteatum. Sixth, there should
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be active »ursuit of further progress, in which coimexion the chunpged sircumstances
in Turlzey should be noted. ioreover, the Ualted Stotes Govermaent would, in 1975,
release from 1ts strategic stoclpile = certain cuantity of opium for the United
States phoriaceutical industry. In conclusion, he felt that if all the foregoing
steps were talten, the position might improve,

br. VAILIE (I'ronce) agreed with the Chairian's swmery and, with
reference to the Chairmaen's third volnt, sugsested that thebaine should be
included in additlon to morphine.

[+
Dr. : 2707 (Director, Division of llarcotic Drugs), replying to a point

raised by the representative of India at the 700th weeting, said that the press
release of 8 October 197h had indeed been issued by the Secretariat, although the
reference to the decision toien by the Govermment of Turliev was clearly a factual
statement rather than an expression of its opianilon.

The CHAINRI AT said it would be noted thot the Secretariat should nob
express opinions on coutroversial issues.

1r. ABU KIADRA (Observer for Xuwait), soealzing at the invitvation of the
Chairman, asked whether it was really possible to equate ‘the amount of land te be
allocated to noppy cultivation with the estimates of pogsible demand, even allowing
for the iancreased demand for codeine ond morphine for medical purposes.

tr. DITTERT (Seoretary, Internationel larcotics Control Loard) ssid thot
the Joard would coansider the point raised by the observer for Iuwait at its next
session,.

The discusgion covered in the swanar-- record ended at L paua.






