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Cheirmen: CTe U India
{EPORY O TUI T CRT0OAL L TC0UISE CO:URCL Q.RD SOR 197h (agenda item 5)

{concluded) {/1.C3/25)

Dr. 3a5ATAL (Union of Soviet Joecialist Penublios) said that his couniry
held the Imternctional zrcotics Control loard in hlch regard and recalled the
fruitful exchon es of views uwhich had been held duwring a visit paid to .oscow in
197bfbv the former President of the Joord, Sic —erry Ureenfield, ond .xr. Dittert,
Secretory of the lNoard. In view of the importoice of the renort of the Yoard for
197, (/1 EC4/25), % would have seemed advisoble for the Conission to have
considered it at tue Deginning of the session, In additious, he agresd with the
representative of the Jederal Republic of Gornasm (7 Sth meeting) thal the report
should have been distribuied ear iier, in order to cive enmbers of thne Comniission
an opnortunity of studyluny it carefully, ond that it siould be somewhat abridjed
in order to comply with decision 65 (URQ-?ﬁ) on the rovionslization of The worlk
of <the Council gnd its subsicdiary bodiss, which the .cononic end Doclal Council
hod adopted on 15 Jammary 1975, to the elfact tint thoe Council would cousider no
renort exceeulnd‘fZ pafes in ]en'”

He wished to wcle a nurber of observations concerning specific paragraphs in
the renort, ..ith regard to vareprophs 165 o 193, iu which the Joard outlined
the responsibilities which would be incumbent upon it as a result of the entry
into force of the 1972 FProtocol orending the 1)61 bO“V@AblOﬂ, it was not for the
Goard to ennuerate or corswent on its own responsinhilities. That weas the task of
the signatorw Sitctes. Parajraph 109 conteined the ouvservetion that "it is soue
vears since the lurcncan countrics becaue mmiore ol the rovity of the druyg
addiction probleu’. It should be specifisd whether thet observeltion referred to
the courntries of Testern or astera .urove: <the wovist Union for its part could
not a;ree o be included awong countriss which had only recently Lecome avare of
the gravity of the druy oddiction n"oblem. lle vendered wmat the reaction of the
other wuropean cowrries would be to that poinms. Ie next relerred to para roph 53
ccncerdinN the receint of returns, in which the Delwcratic People!'s DNepublic of
Korea and the De.ocratic Tepunlic of Yieb~ mwi were cipressly uenvioned as having
failed to send data to Tl

he soord., since those counbrics were not parties to the
1961 Single Convention on .orcotic Drugs, they were free, in the exercise of their
sovereisn richts, not vo communicate data to tae Jourd., The fact tholt they were
mentioned by neme geve the impression that the .ourd was Tryvinag to exert a cervaln
pressure on tnem. Siﬁilurlv the sovereiyn ri hts of Stotes could be involed in
comnexion vith poragraph 62, which steted that Yopiun production in ifghanistan,
Iran and Palidsten should be gracdually curtailed to wue noint of complete
elimination. He would observe that the 1901 Comvention did not prohihit
production intended for domestic consumptioa. In pareraph 7 also, it was stated
that ™ .enal shoulc becoue a norty to the internctloial troaties on narcotics

L]

control“. Thet was a wish shared by manv couatries, but the wording used should
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be qualified, for a cowiry could well, apzain in the exercise of its soverelgn
ripnts, decide 20t to accede Lo an internctionel instrument, Reference should
also oe made to parngraph 176, in which the Doord seemed excessively pessimistic
sbout the implementotion of the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Zubstances. It
was adiultbedly difficult at present to discera any trends on the sole basis of
the dato on QS"ChObrOplc substances corwnicobed o the foard so far, »ut his
delegation could not subscrive to the view thet it will ... be several yeors
belfore we are able to obtain a lwore sccurete nicture of the real situation®. As
in the case of anyr other instrument, therse would uw woubtedly be a certain tine lag
before thet iastrument could be implemented, byl there seeued to be no grounds
for believing thet 1t would be a uatter of ~eors. ’

Turning to the guesbtion of the evalustion ol tlhe results pchieved with rojard
to trestmenat through the use of snecific substances, he wished once again to
advocate caution; he was thinkiag in porticular of {the observatlons made in
paragraph 20 concernia;: the use of hwebhadone ia orth . iicrica Jor the treatutent
of drug addicts. DPernaps the versions in the obther lon uages were hetier nphased
than the Dussian vext, but in any eveat _real cure should be exercised on thalb

He hod been surprised to hear the President of *the joard state (735th meeting}

that the report under consideration was uot ! wied for the Comnaissioun. The

1961 Convention very clearlv stinulated, in 15, +hot the reports of the
Seard should be sunitied to the Lcononic and Soclal Couneil throush the Cotalssion,
which wisht maeke such comwents as it saw fit. The stotemeut by the President of
the Toard mizht jive rise Uo uncertvainty, which the Cormission should dispel.

It was precisely because his delegation considered that the Board was called upon
te nlay a decisive role and vecause the Board's report had importent repercussions
that he wished Lo ke wmatbers clear to those who i ht think thet the report did
not call for any cowments by vhe Cormalssion.

tip, 84400 L0500 (Lewxico) ssid tlat he shiored the 1 lews of o number of
sneelers concerning the ailstrivutica of the renort of the Joard, whlch his
delegotion also would heave welcowed at an carlisr date. In that cenwexion, he

referred to rule 7 of the rules of wnrocedure of the functlonal coniissions of the

Soonomic and Soclal Couneil, wiilch stipulated thot "the bosic documents relating
to each iten spnearing on the Q”OV‘“lOAWl cgends of o session sholl be wransnitited
not less than forty-two dayvs bel the openin; of the session, provided that ia

e ong to be stated in writing,

exceptional cases the Secretary“(cnewaL waz, [or reas
tronsait such c¢ocumentts not less than Ttwenty—-si hv daro belorce the opening of the
L

sessions It had to be recornd that thet rule vas 110 of teu observed.

N

His delegation had listeued with great interest to the statencent wade at the
7C5th meeting W the Presideut of the Joard, who Lad described the spirit in whicl
the Soerd intended to carry out its activities ise the impleumcuntotion
of “he inmberietional instruments relobing to ncrcotic drugs and w zcnotro sic
subsbances. e nevertheless wished o ﬂuLO o few ougervetions concerning somne
specific poiuts in the I.U5 revort. Zara_rconh 1D sioted thot Maest liquid canuedis

et 4

reportedly originctes in I hasistan, Lobaion, .

i—’U,{
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pointed out, however, thet it had not nroved nossible to devernine the origin of

4
“the liquidAcunAﬂﬁ seized in wexlco wad tnat zo fur The wvuthorities had no _rouads
for velieving tuat the suvstance hed been mzwiccbured in :rexico itgelf, In
paragreph 13l in the conclusions relating to orth ‘érice, it was stated that
"lewlul txv measures designed to conirol psychotronic subsbaaces sheuld be
reviewed and whare uecessary iuproved”. As lor as .exico wos councerned, the
relevant .ieasures led heen adonued as eorly os 1970, and thoce provisions had
been included in the Health Code in 1973, with & view to strengithenin, the control
of pesychotrople substaaces. Peragreph 120, shich related specifically to i exico,
stoted that "still nore must be doie, particulari: as regards the provision of
equipment and trained stoff", His delegation wished to moint out in thot conuexion
that the authorities resnorsible for coubating drug ﬁroduoﬁion, illieit treafiic and
druy, abuse were givia; coustant autention to thot essential aspect of tae question.
Ia conclusion, lite associated hlﬁself with those 5p alzers who had coicratulated
Professeur “euter on hig election as I'resident oi' the Joard and he expressed his
satisfaction et the fact that Professor Ramdn de la Iuente=: uiiz, forver President
of the HNational Academy of ledicine of llexico, was able to place his experience

at the disposal of the Joard.

bir. REUTER (President, Internationrl ‘arcotics Uontrol Joazrd) said that
3
he hed talen due note of the coments that had been mods, buh wuished To disp 1

a sisunderstanding. “hen, in his stebenent ot the 705th meeting, he had ald
thalt the revort of the .'oord was not intended only Cor the Cowrnignion, he

ha¢ wmeont that the Joerd rwst, in the prescutotion ol the report, take account

of the fogt Thoet it was also inteunded for other wmersons vho did not all heve the
same technical knowledue as the moubers of the Coiniissior, It was obviously
esseatiel thet the Coummigsion should consider whe roport of the Joord, criticize
it and comaent on it before it was trans.ditted to tlwe cononic uud Social Coumcil.
The oord wes so fully convinced of thet fact thot, contrary to the wishes of
cervoin Goveramenus, 1% had supperted the nrjxciple of an annual session of the
Comailssion in order that it nmipht consider thne rsport every year and not every
two rearg. Yhe Joard had adopted thot position becouse it was fully sware of the
importence o such an exeminatien, iu conforrdty with Tthe provigicns ol the
relevant treaties.

nlanation,

4

The GrlIRnA thanlked the President of the Joard for his e:
defore closisy whe discussion on agends ivew 5, he poinmted out that {he Commission
had not [ iven counsideration to tae resrponsibilities of tlie Uosrd upos The entry
into force of the 1972 Protocol mmending the 1901 Couvention, as oublined in
paragraphs lu5 50 195 of the renort of the Board; e desired the fact to bhe
recorded in the report ol the Comalssion, '

?WQWACJTIEQHQJ CThAL PROPEZRLY €7 ﬂﬂﬂﬁ' CC?ETIU"JQIﬁ Toowal IS ORLDS
:]j-jl-I\A\). . ’L\S I]f ’C ¢ ;;L'T"IC T ;x,;I.} »JfJI Sdn .L i I(J .:\ qs.L \;wgu {a G_{’ldg, 1t61,_ 11)
(z/cv.7/571, / .7/572 end iad.1, B/T7C/25)-

N b ~ .
Dr. o2TED (Director, Division of larecotic Drugs) outlined the new

s

developuents since the publicction of the wnote by the Secretary-leneral ox poppy
cultivation under properly controlled conditions so as Lo meetv the world's

[ees
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requiresents of opiww for uedical and scientific purposes (T C..7/572 end 3dd.1).
At the request of the Govermment of Turkey, a ission, again led by Sir IHerry
Greenfield, had visited Anlora in Joowary 1975, Yhe Turkish dovernment had asked
for advice on the coustruction of a factor:r to vroduce coucenirate of poppy straw
and aliralolds, and on determinin: the finoneisl coasequences Lor farmers of th
change to the production of nowvoy svrov. nsions “SSlutarce hod been
envisaged in the levelopnment of coatrols, cnd training.e  Ia the
meantine, ewmergency assistance was being p United :otions lund for
Druy; fbuse Control to hiclp the Govermusnt o1 the strict conbrol of
the forthcoming harvest.

Lir. RBUTER (Presi@ent, Internationel .orcotics Control Soard) wished to
™ 4 TR W)

state thot 1t was clear thet it was for States themselves, in the exercise of their
soverelinty, to decide freely on the conditions in widch supply should be cdapted

to demand. That sovereignty was undenioble cnd aclmovledged. evertheless,
Govermments cppeared Lo congider that exchonges of - Lows such as that wialch was
zbout to tale plece in the Cormission vere useinl., . atching supnly to demand

T vmich involved the interests

raised probleas winich were not solely econoidic au
Coases were {ree to tale the

of the lnter.cticnal community cs o whole.

declsions, the “oard could ogly hope That Llaw ould react to morlel conditions
in & prudent and oderate way, since 1T was Li'ii to saticipate future
developmeants in that field mnd there was o denger of “assing fron one extrene to
another.

The Joard itsell had been concerned for o loumy tinw with georing supnly to
demand. It reparded it as its duty Yo moke availovle to Goveriuments the inlormation
it collected through the normal ex cercise of the ervigor: fuwictions conferred
upoxn it under the tresties. Since 1973, the Soavd hod accordingly placed before
Governmenus 2ll the data at 1bs disnosal, o voe as therr wished. That initlavive,
which had been 5~ﬂcrml?“ avoroved by Goverumcats, wmisht receive wore detailled
consideration when the 1972 TOuOOOl entbered ivio f01oe, but the Doard would not

depart from its prudeat line of conduct.

In conclusion, he referred to an obsovvaﬁi01 mnade in th zegort of the ‘Soord,
chat whille Stotes exercisec full SO”G“Ol”QuV it wos not desireble to iluprovise;
interustional expurience had, in facy, sooan U0t reasures o cowvrol could not
be improvised.

when the Conission had
al scssion early in 1971,
t0all in 1975, ths supply

tir, VASCE (United States of . merica) saic thas
exonined the itenm uvnder c¢onsideratlion at its third :peci
the Doerd's vrojections had indicated thnt, alter o shor

of raw nateriols for the wmonulacture of ncreotic divs vould meet medical
reduirenents in 197). iis Covernment's ovn aﬁalv“is hrd supported thot conclusion;

hence, it had decided to velease s substanticl queatity of opiwn Irom its stockpile
in the belief thel Uuited states comercial inventories could be aaintained at a
sofe level for several wears ot least, In 197\, walortunately, production had
fallen below erpeciations and raw neteriel suppliec were a“qin ingufficient to
meet modlical demand. Couseguently, svocks were boim recduced -in soue

countries, and the Urited Stctes oi wwrica, which 111y relied on the

~.
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importation. of opium for medical requiremcuts, had hod to use the opiun released
from its stoclpile at an unexpectedly accelerated puce. Over o thirds of the
total amount eutiorized for release had ween delivered te the rienufacturers by
31 December 197L. '

Ylorld derwnd for codeine was expeoted to rise further, pertly because of
population rowuth but also and significenily because of improved health care
throushout the world. Thot was The case in the United States, where the use of
codeine had increased on aa averasge vy 5,000 lilos aniwally 1n the lest few vears

The efforts mode to develop synthebtics Lo rewlace .ntural nercotic drugs scemed

Unllkelv to achieve concrete resulits in the next leu years. Yevertheless, that

type of research should be activoely pursued and the United Litetes hoped that Wil
would monitor the progress made in such researcy and renort resularly on it.

s

The international ccismmity was likely to be focod with o subgtantial need
for narcotic rav maberials in the Zoresesable futurc. In addition to comtinuing
medicinal needs, suocks ad to be built up again from their current low levels.
1% the soue tine, it was essential Lo ex erclse coreiul couwrtrcl over all production
of rew materials to prevent their diversion for illicit use, The efforts to find
a solution Lo the ter porary shortage of narcotic drujs chould not lead to action
which might »e repressive in terws of interaationel control. Jupplies should be
increased in such o way as not to echance the risl: of diversion Zor illiciv
purposes, o policy whichi India had been followin; consistently for vears.

In order that existing producers of the poppy shouvld mocet the growiny world
need for raw materials for i1wedical purposes without significantly extending the
production area and thereby increasing the problem of coatrol, efforts had been
made to meaximize morphine yield per hectare under oplum wvoppy. Desearch underialen
to date indicated that bhigher wvields could be achieved, porticulerly through the
processing of priuvary and secondory strﬂw. iis country therefore bpelieved that

he reseoarch undertalren by the United Hatlons Laboratoryr into ways of maximizing
the vield from the straw process and through the selection of h cn=vield verieties
of peoppy shouléd be pursued ond accelerated. The rescoorch sghoulc focus on .mevhods
of improving =morphine comtent, on harvesting techrnigues and production vields.
The straw process of harvesting was uore suscentivle vo effective control wuder
certain conditious, but it was ot o foolproof srsten and regvired complex policing,
parblcularlv during, the period wien incision was possivle. sethuds of iuproviag
control techniques uhould be developed as soon as possibles

In order to tolie advantage of the eipected increase in the supply of ponpy
gtraw, which could do much to balance werld codeine supply and demand, his
Govermment had aubhorized the importation of popny strau conceutrete. It intended
to continue to rely on lmports of norcotic raw nmotericls for dorestic consuiinbioi.
cabific research® {(&/Ci.7/751),
cir on Papuver bracteatum ond the
w contripution in taat area. As
hav oroduced thebaine racvher than
op1um,:1t was to be hopea that the dorld cc:&antg‘would shift <o production of
a raw waterial that was more easily coutrclleble than the products. of Papaver

.s indicated in the renort entitled "Se
consideranle projress hos beenn made in reso
United "stlogs uaoorauorv ;a. mb4e a 10Levo

i
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somiferum. MTis Jovermunent recoimie

snded that the United wotions Laeboratory should
cowbinue to give hisly nriovity to the required research, so thot it could be

concluded nroupbly.

Turning ve o matier of procedure, he sald thet in his opinion, the most
epnropriate way for the Comnmission to conclude its debete on agenda iten 11 would
be to arrsnge for the main polnts discussed to be suwiarized in its eporu. e
and the Lnited :‘ations Laboratory should be aslied to report on the subject at the
next session of the Commission. In the ueantime, the Joard could Leep the
situation with respect to sunrly o

1,

d demand vader close reviewr, and the United
>

Teticons Laborator:s shwuld speed up its research ou the wre coarrollable raw

umburl&ls -

r. VAILLS (Fe qﬂce) referred to a pagsaje in pore_raph 102 f the revort
of %he Doard for ,??’ (/1. C“/ 23), which stated “hat the preseant situstion "should
not lead to exaggersted indtiatives or werrent cwmvion of prouu05101 by
cowttries laciziny the Tacilities for sensuring production control”. The adjustment

1

between production 2ad conswupition should be obbtalned by mediuvm-term comaltments
o

between the countries producing and uging the pouyy and The opium.

e asked the vepresentative of the United ietios Lavoratory whether pro ress

een nade with regard o the sowing of Papover vrecheatum. The venort of the
1tant roup which had met et Ceneve in July 1971, entitled "Research ‘o

cse codeine production”’, raised the question of sreen poppiles (i: UL/Z/lQYQ,

iy, Progress had been mede vith seni-industrial research into that techuique
cence, ub it had the disedvanteje of requiring heovy investient. Tarapraph 15
he some report stated that it would be interesting to lmow the minimum morphine

wbont which would mmalze the exbtraction of wmervhine sn ecunomlic proposition.
was only oune aspect of the problem, however, pecouge the cost of transnorting
straw, as well as the techmical wnrocess ueed, wes also a factor in assessing
. o -

in w“r“'raob 1/, rei fereuce vas mode Lo ULU disocvantage

§ 1n combobing 1ilicit treliic.

Lasclg; he aslke farther prores’ e by the Sulparian
researchers since the ITindings which thesr b-d ch Bulletin on Zircotics
oir the morvhine coubeunt of the drr noppy crnsd *e variety.1l/

»D@akinv qb the invitvation of

‘(:.

4}
ct
o
et
-

D
c*-
m

the Chnrirmen, seid thot, used
increasingly svccemsfgl in foilin“ the auhho ities regnonsible for controlling
the trade in norcotics, securﬁtJ measures ghoold be roved. The small developing
nations alone could not carry the burdea of cowowting LLu traffic in norcotic drugs
The responsibility should be shered br the developed countries, which to a 1‘“ge

extent deteriiined e licit aad illicit demund for druss.  The Qeveloplng coun’t

1L/ P, Popov ct al, "Tndigenous ond . 0”61 n povpv varievies ch acuerlzed by
the worphine content of their dry capnules™, ﬁulleblu o1 itrootics, Ty 10D,

t
July-September 1975, »-51.
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and particulerly thoe least developed amony the:, nad thelr own needs and priorities
and gave preference to the sectors almed emclusively at development. Thot was why
the developed countries should contribute finenecially to a substaatial extent to
streangthening the internstionral coutrol mechninery for coumbating the abuse of
narcotic drugs in all its forms. The probleas of Afrhanisten in thet respecl were
well known, nmmely, the need to replace opium ponpy cultivation in the areas where
it was the people's only memns of livelihood, and the incdequate means available
to the doverument to combat the illicit troaffic effectively. lelfore a large~scale
programue was erbarked upon, o aumber of factors, such as the lacl: of qualified
personnel and equipment, the scarcity of fimancial and technical weans, the
ruggedness of the territory aid the leni th of the ITromiler, should be talen into
considerotion. However, despite the numerous diffdcultles involved, the
endeavours mede by Al henisten had not been fruitless.

He gave an account of the progress made by the Af;han police with the
co~operacion of the Unived .letions Tund for Druy ..ouse Coutrol, His Govermmewd
had concluded an agreement with the Fund under which the latter had agreed to
provide a sun of ;192,000 %o help to strengthen law enforcement activities apoinst
drug abuse in Afghanistan. The cownterpart assistance provided by the Af hen
Govermment smounted o -100,000. The wroject wos alrealy shead of schedule and,
according to the latest statistics, it was giving satisfactory results and had
considerably reduced the illicit traffic in norecotie drugs. The quantity of
opium seized was 9 tous wore than in the previous wear (11 tons). In view of
those impressive achievenents, the Afghen Governiont had requested the exbension
of the originel agreement of 1977 and an expansion of the scope of the present
law-enforcenent activitios to cover certain proviacial centres. Iegotiations were
under way with the relevent authorities of the Mund and the Goverament felt
confident of {urither success.

Jith regard to the two recions of Badaolhshan and tengrahar, where the noppy
was traditionall; cultivated and was the peonle's only .eans of livelinood, he
pointed out that, before embarking on any »roirawme, the intarests of the pecple
of the resion had to be taken ints accourt  Thi i could be done throuzh on over=all
development project [or 3Sadalhshar, which necessiicted, as the first step, a broad
study of water, lend and human resources. iis Covermet had already asked the
Jund end UNDP bo assist it in wndertaking a survey of that lind. The project would
ovvicusly be costlr and the Afghan Jovermment, whose present resowrces weis very
limited, could uot itself wmoet all the expense involved. Ay prosress in that
respect would therefore depend on fincncial and techaical aid from the United
Jations, the specialized agencies and the intermstional commmity as a whole.

The views of the Governmont of Alfghanistan on the macter were reflected in
the first report of the Sub~Commission oa Illicit Preffic in the lear cnd . iddle
Tast, 1973«19?&A(E/C5.]/566, naras.20~20 ).  In the recoirendatious in chapter V
of the report, it had been stated thet linancinl ead technical assistance should
be given to the Govermment of Afghaniston as o matter of priority to assist it
in eliminating illicit opium production and trafficlking, telring, due account of
the foct that the provlem was one of pgeneral development in the repiloans concerued,

Jens
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in porticular in Baddzhen rnd langreohor, snd of limroving the sconocaic well-seing
of their people. lis delezetion “at cnco sreav
Sub~Cormission asd sincercly hoped thet
in their entirety.

.

’,@oruQQCv to tho work of the
ndetions rorld be lmplemented

n Covermaenu was plannin | o
srol, U draft low hod been prencrod vita the advi ‘ ialists

druz

“ronn the United Lovions Tivigion of  arcotlic

consitered vy the relevany zoveroment cpéacles e 019 r ensctment.
Lastly, he referred tc an important new developuci i Last with regard
to werceotle drugs, noaely the decision of the _QTLlsh autnerize
resurption of popprr cultivation uvader ¢ suivavle gysten The decision
was justifiied, in view of The increasing iuternciionel denand for codeine for
nnedical purposes. [is delc“atzoq SUyQOrC@d the decision of Tthe Turkish Coverument
on humeniterian srounds and hoved thot The ieasurs vould serve its purposes. The
representatlve of Yurliey had sta 'ed thot hils Govermawat wos tolidlng all necessary
measures of ocoatrol and security Lo nrevent dive-rsion to the 1llicit wwrket, and
it wes to be hoped thot the popoy straw vechoicue woully in o sense, be a ies
growil Lfor other countries in the recsion which were traditional cultivators of

ey

the ponpy and wdght, wen oble Lo do so, talle o similor decision.
Ll gy ety 3

In counclugion, he said thet hisg oov;:rr'was felly aware of dts oblijsations
under the imternational Convention o would 10t fail So Pulfil then.

DER {Wedera Cepuolic 01 frer. o
cultivation ied 1 resumed in Turliew, whet vos
008810111U" of on cdequoate level of oplum produc s
cultiveted are Dut e ent CulbquulOQ .
gap ond gossi o1y result in e ”U”Qlls. de Crewr ot
of “he T.C3 r

i
igsue was no lon er *He
whe

~

E . covoa
ion Go 3V;a;r*' 186 to 174
reviesentativel s statenent reforring

to the possinility of cger~n oduc%ion of e opiu There was o risl: that
Y L e . B S P S T at . s o
cie ruture proolem iht well Ge that of relucing opiun nrodustion to ensure thot

exoessive supply did ot £ind its warv inmbe illicis 01a*ﬂe]g. Under crticle 2 of
the 1061 Convsution nd srticle 11 of ~he 1672 Protocol, D05 would therelore have
to examine th . tles of reducing The production of opium inteanded for

interassiorsl trode.

His country viewed the reswaption of poppy culbiveoiion in Turkey with sone
concern, but very much apprecimted the close co—onoration built up betwsen the
Turkish Covermment cad the Division of sruetic Sruls o control easures

Positive resulits could be expected frowm thot co~operation. lis QGlC,»blOﬂ wished
to stress thelt procduction should be cerried out in & weiser clloving for the
mexirmim controls  Lastly, the Tited Vetvions Lolovators should continue research on
Papever bracteotum as a matber of hizh priority. ’

In conclusion, his delegotion hoped that the ain poinvs roised during the
current debate would be reflected in the Comalssion's renort,



~1265~ S/CELT/8R. TG

o) (India) said that on the whole his dolegation arreed with
the Doard's assessment of the current situation GOQCG““lQ vae svnply of raw

’-Jb
o
o
(&} l—’

materials for the licit manufacture of op

0
s (3/T0s/25, paras. 10L=~17L).
Unéeniﬂbly, tiae vorld=wide shortege of codeine

Tor edical purposes was combinuing,

to the debtriment of public health enc the wollare of .aniidind, The oeard had
estinmated world opium requiremcnts for 1975 at 1, 82 Gons, wut to judge by the
trend of +the period 1969*197&, tne real finvre would o Joust be hifher.

4 new fact had, however, intervened since the Cowmnissionts third special
segsion: it was hoped thet ad}itloﬁul quansities of unincised poppy straw would
be availoble in 1975 %o narrow the .op between sunnly aad denﬁﬂu. iiis cowrcry
did not share tihe view of the Federal Republic of Zermany that vroduction should
be reduced. India was trving to increase 1us Q‘OCMCuLOQ of morphine by using
the straw of the incised poppy, which had in the »ast Deen discarded as waste.
In 1974, India had exvorted 7,000 tons of incised popny straw, and for the
1975 hervest it had increased the vprice wayable to {for-ers, so as to enavle them
to buy more fertilizers and to improve the rield,

Researcih schemes had also bsen iniviated in Iudia to iimrove the +ield of
codeine per hectore, to develop new hi h-vield sirains ol poppr and to arrest the
process of deterioration of worshine in the process of collscivion of latex [rom
*he capsules. Tndian scienvists were also associoted with various projects of

the United Hations ‘arcotics Laboretory for obtaining codeine [rom Papaver
bracteaiun.

iis delegation desired to dreaw atientic . ©o ¢ press relezse of © October 197L,
publisihed by the United vations Information o rvice ¢ Ceneva, on tne rclotive
neritvs of the popny atraw and opiwt as sources of orshine. The release stated
thet the poppy straw method wermitted e hicher rate ol torphine extraction. Iiis
delegation was aware that the poppy straw method was eiwmloyed successfully in
certaia Juropean countries, but it was not suvitable for gll countries; concitions
in India did not lend thewselves to its adoption ood Indiz did not accept the
idea that the :actliod was less risly. I his ~iew, the pubdlication of the opinion
expressed in that docunont was therefore someunat unfortunate. The Commission
uight wish to ensure that such unauthorized expresslons of oninion were ot
issued for public comsumption belfore it had hod tiwe to exomiune them.

Iat

Thore was o great shorbtage of opiwa; The question of research was one of
1

supreme imnortonce, ond more resources should be mede ovailable for research
pUrposes.

Lastly, he submivted five points for concicerciion. iirst, countrics
exporting opium or nonpy strew nipat plen thelr production so os vo uwet legitimote
needs to the extent possible, subject to adequate coutrol and safepuards. India
attached particular importance to coutrols, even for popny straw, especially in
areas Vhere climatic conditions were favourcble for the extraction of the latex
frow rive cepsules ond where {armers had the exporilse required to iuncise the
capsules. BSecondly, coumtries menufoccturing mornihine froi noppy sbrav ailght
endeavour to sten up their production.. UYairdly, ellorts nitht be dirocted

FAC R R
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tovrards exuracting vochnicel morvhine Irom incised popvwr strav. Jourthlw, research
into the possibility of oorteindag codeino from Zenover bracieatiun snould coaviaue
wo be nclivelr pursuced.  Filthly, aesmber Ltaves oud e bnited .otions Leboratsory
should intensily researcn to improve the average vicld of oplun sbraw per hectare

of area plaontved rith popwy, aixd also the .ornhine conbtont of the poopi.

Dr. oiDBY (Chief, United intious w:rcovics Laloratery), renlying o a
question wut r the representative ol “rance, sald thalt Papaver oracteauun nad
bee1 o L svocessfully i the Unlted Stotes of ncrica.. Siyilor emperimonts hod

@ .

Doen ticde 1n Lralce, warcicularls at Ilesies cné ot Tersailles, bub owian: o the
suorte e ol seeG, »Hlantavion mcthoés vere 0T COLL -1" Giplov@d 1o Lasoratory's
rosearch o the u&dJnCh was des e L the document entitled

Ty 1., 4

30‘61»1110 researci (i ul.?/)
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The third Jorldarz Groun oa Poncver bractbeaswrn, which hed wet in Ocltober 1974
at Jeltesville in the Unived States, hoed wade a nwider ol recormendations co;serqlq
the need to concentrate roscarch o1 cervain woll-delined aﬁpecbs sucli os weed
control nad ecological cnd other factors, in order o uaximize vhebaine vwroduction
frowm Papover Urecteatwn in geonrephical aress of Hotentisl commercisl iaterest,
and also vo investigete the biosbgthosis end etobolisii of thebaine in the plant.
The Jorkin: Croun hod goae on o drav av Jenzi;:i01 to the need for furtuer infornetion
on plent lmprovemeus, horvestin mevhods, Cisease and post control, seed oil and
nrotein evoluation and nethods for the deternination of U

thebaine. It had also
noted thet ploats jrewn fron ‘rra I1 seed, supplied by tvhe Uaiversity of Yeheran,
geve consistentls hi her values for the thebaine ccutent. The Group had decided
thet a Turdsiaer meetlzg would be mecessary ond wap Lroteful to .. iorice, The
Director of the Jtebion d*anslioratvion des plontes ob Remmes, for his invitation
to hold that weeting in Proace,

“he resecreh projects on Pow.ver soomiferun carried out wv the United ‘utlons
Loveoratory were in conlforaity with the reocomwidecions ~ilmed ol lncreased codelie
o;eductzon wede Dy othe Consultent Urouns ol xperys wndch hed met in July‘197h

/bn./,)?l para.23). The specific object wos to Luprove the wield of
pheaaﬂunrexe allaloids from the opium »oppy and frow ponyr strew. Other research
orojects concerned the deternination of high-oll:aloicd strains, better rowth
hobits and heavy seed-producing strains. Jtudies would be carried out on breeding
and selsctlon, on horvegting nethods and also on tho p;GSGTVOLlOﬂ of ﬂorohime.

In order ©o ohtain results as soom g nossible, prlority should be given to the
cevelommeut of fertilizers and cultivaclon prociices vimich would increcse the
wield of nhenanthreuns allkaloids from the oplum

sic
roTPYe. Uuring the coming moaths,
consultatious would be held with several Stntes on various research projects.
S effort was olsgo beiny made to develop a unifori: method for determining the
paenanthrene allkaloid content of poppy straw. The Uaited etlons Laborotory had
elready undertalzen research along tuose lines for Papover bracteatum and had
obtained pood results.

Dr. LLYER (B, a“v) said thot from the cdninistrative volnt of view
there was no need for axy comtrol over the production of poopy straw, since that
substance was not verr daigerous in itself and ~ould not readily be diverted to

illieit purposes. The nmenufacture of opiwe from ponpy strow required considerable

oy
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quantities of raw naberial ead very Dulky installstions, whica could a0t be easily
disgvised, That fact had already been noted by the Leajue of ations in 193l

and hod been confirmed by many countries in 1961, duriag, the debates which had
preceded the drafting of the Single Convention. It should be remembered, as the
Indian representative had pointed out, that the production of morphine from poppy
straw was particularly adventapeous in countries where poppy seeds were used for
consunnsolon and waere poppy straw wes only of seconcary velue.

4s Tor research, Mungary co—overated in all opium popny projects, and
particularly those of the United Natious Laboratory. e agreed with the Uaited
States revnrescntative thet in the space of o few yewrs 1t would not be possible
to develop syathetic products capable of replacing natural drugs. Ia HJungary,
research was proceeding in two directions: oun the oune hand, work was in hand to
develop pain=liillers of a tyne other thon worphine, in order to avoid drug
dependence; aud on the other, -morphine derivcotivss (azido-morphine and azido-
codeine) hod been found which were 50 times ore elfective than uorphine, so
that tne prescribed docc zculd be considerably reduced. lixperiments with those
derivetives were in wrojress in Hungary cnd i tie United Stubes of _murica ocnd
the results justified the hope thetv 1t would Lo nossible to solve the nrovlem
of <he codelie and morvhine shortaie.
(Egypt) nobed with scetvislactlon that prosress had been naode

]

Dr. 3L LI
with research on Papaver bracteaium. e coagrotulated both ir. Juentin-Jones,
who had presided over the orlking Froup at Seltsville in the United States, and
the United “"ations Laboratory, which had organized the ieoting. he Jorking Group
had clearly defined the arcas whore research was still needed aud he was glod to
note that the United ations Laboratorv was endcavouring to follow up the Group's
recommendations, It was to be hoped thet investigotions on sultable wetnods for
the determinction of the alkalold content in vnoppy straw would be as effeciive
as the study on the chemical elements of Papaver bracteatum. That study,
conducted on a world-wide basis by the United 'ctions Laboratory, was iuporvant
for the solution of ::any problems. Ilis Covermment ves realy to participate in
research to ovtaln strains of Papaver somniferum snd Vapaver bracteatum with o
higher allalold content. Lgmt, owing to its cliinte, wos able to harvest the
poppy Gwice or even taree times o year.

In conclusion, he hoped thet the United .atious Leboratory would be provided
with the stafl and other resources eceded to corry cub the projects eavrusted to

5.

it by the Cormission.

Dr. de SOUSA (Australia) wished to express strong support for <he
recoumendation of the United Stotes representative thet the United vations
Lenoratory sihould continue research into weys of wnaminizing the worphine ield
of the opium povnoy, while giving priority to the study of Papaver bracteatum.

His delegation feared that the current world shortege of row materinls for
the menufacture of druss for wedical use mipght over—stimulete the cultivation of
the onium poppy and thus increase Lie rislk of diversicu of the resulting preducts
for illiecit use.

/00'
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There were s%ill number of wroblems to be solved concerning the sslection
and cultivotion of itable straias of Papaver Lracteatum, and although in the
long term thet plont 1”Lt constitube the wuain source for the supply of drugs
his delepetion vook The view that in the short terw rogsecicn saoulce conbinue uo
ve directed towards lacreasin( the aorphire yield ol uuincicad ponpy straw.

Apeart from cowm ercial considerations, that ethod would lead to o reduction of
the area under noppy cultivobtion and thus Lo easiocr supervision. In sustralia,
it nad proved possible,after maly vears of cxgeustive rosearch, to develop sirains
of Papaver sommiferwa with a hih mOTOhlJO combeny eoworking in thoet dirvectilon,

£

!_

the United lations Laboratory right wele o ver: signilicant contribution to the
gormon foal of reducing the availability of raw ateriels canable of being readily

converted intc narcotics for non=medical purnoses.

L )

ir. SARONL LOG TO (iexico) associabed himself with the owservobions of
the United States renresentative.

His delegetion had noted the Turkish Coverawent's decision to resume the
cultivation of the povnpy in order to mele [ood the serious shorteje of “orphine
and codeine but did not thianl that the estoblishucut of a Stave monopoly end
the adontion of strict supervision were sufficient Lo avoid all diversion to
illicit use. The experience pained - Turlker in the extroction of all:aloids
frow poppy strav, and the colpurisons wihich misht e made uith opiwa from the

angle of profitebility, cost of tronsporty, t@cn*laveu, el 80 on, ight be userul
to other counvries, and he hovad that ab'the Coxvission's next session the
Turlish represenvcoiive would give par%loul“'s of the resulits ovtained.

It would be desirable for the United detions Luboratory to coatinue
co~ordincted research on Popaver bracteavwn and ou replacements for codeilne
and worphine.

LY. NICOLTu (Vugoslav1a) noted that whe policr of sunpressing tue lieit
production of opiwa 12 had led to o disastrous shortoe ol opium.n“oﬁucts for
medical and scientific.use and had coutributed o th se in illicit troffic
and drug abuse. He had always opposed thea®t volicy, wiilc requ““u States to
make economic sacrifices when it was enough to stre:;the: supervision. The best
means of suppressing illicit traffic was suporvision, as the exauple of India
hod showm = a country which, despite its loryie territory and the size of its
production, was oble o exercise effective contbrol.

»

He welcomed the efforts made to improve the orphine yield of non-incised
poppy capsules, but agreed with the United States revresentative thai. that metihod
did not offer culficient pjuarantees of safet:r; o very intensive system of
supervision should be set up, particularl: during the period when incision was
possible. The lmited .ations Fund for Dru. Tuse Conirol should help Covermmients
to orjanize nethods of supervision ns a natter of urjencr.

Dr. B.0ATAL (Union of Soviet Sociclist epublics) stressed the immortemt
rele playved in mecicine by products exiracted froa the ponpy \.o"wnlne codeine);
even if it should be fouad possible Yo manuwlacture syathetic drugs, the Antural
product weould continue to occupy a preponderant nlece in modicine. In his couniry,

ar
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the opium poppy was cultivated only in the Khirgiz SSR; 1t was the subject of
very strict contrel and the i:inistry of Public IHealth ensured thot it was used
only for medical and scientific purposes, Cases of oplum sddiction were therefore
rare and 1llicit traffic in opiwm did not exist. The example of India also

showed that a systve:r of strict coutrol was o sufficient safeguard,

A great ceal of research had been carried out in order Ho increase the unit
output of morvhine cnd codeine from the onium poppr. In 197k, the Soviet
Government had talien steps to reduce the earea under opiuwa poppy in the ihirgiz S8R
and had prohibited its cultivetion throuchout the other parts of the Soviet Unlom.
The decislons made in the matter would slso deternine the concentrotion of the
0il poppy in the CSltate farms and were intended to increase farm oroductivity.
Heasures were belung considered to reinforce control of the harvesting and Sranspord
of poppy straw. Researcn also continued to be nimed ab increosing the unlt content
of codeine and morphine and thus to achieving o betber economic return. In that
waw, 1t would be possible Lo meet all medical end scientific requirements and at
the same tlime o savoild exbtending vhe areas under cultivation vith the oil=bearing
PoOpDY .

The meeting rose ot 12,05 nuaa
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