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SULz @Y RECORD OF Wil SV

LD LD SIGHTY-FOURTH » 207156
neld on Tuesday, 25 February 1975, at 9.%5 a.m.
Chairman: biry JALJIT 3IUGH . India

In the absence of tihe Chairman, Dr. ebaisn (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics), First Vice-Chairmon, took the Choirs

DRUG ABUSE (agenda item 10) (continued) (4/CIL7/573 and Corr.l and “dd.l,
B/CH.7/1.386)

Dr. & ITH (Canada) said that, according to the informstion available to
the Canadian Department of iational Health end .felfare, ::isuse of druzs in Cansda
continued to increase in 1974. Cannabis oud ceanabis products, including hashish
and liquid hashigh, were still the most widely=-used druss. In lovember 197k, a
bill hed been placed before the Canadian Poriament Lo transfer control of cannsbis
to the Food and Drugs fet. The opiates, especially heroin, and certain synthetic
substances continued to e o problem. Recently, hydromornione, o derivetive of
opium marketed under the trade nawme Dilaudid, had appeared on the illicit marlet,
but energetic measures had been telen to prevent diversions from licit chznuels.
I1licit use of cocalne wes increasing, L3D pad D4 (3.& vethylene-dioxr—
ampheﬁamine) were the two hallucino;ens most gormonly encountered in +the COVLLEY .
In lete 1974, a new drug = 2,3, li-trinethoxyaunhetaaine ~ 1°d apoeared on the
1llicit warket, and had immediately been placed on schedule I to the Food and
Drugs. fet to enable the law enforcerient services %o troke the necessary measures
of control. Cases of wmltiple drug a use were licreasing, particularly awong
those who were victims of the "drug culture’ =nd used any kind of drug, depending
on the supplies available and tho nood of the mowent, or gave theiselves up 0
recl:less self=-medication., Those pructices often led to a physicol ead nsychic
crisis calling for energency medical Treatment. The .colwetent Cacacian services
had therelore nublished manuals for first aid in drug crises, both for laynen
(Para=professional Treatment . amual) and for hospitel stalf (liedical Treatment
Lanual ). hat was a field in which an exchange of eiperiences uuder the aegis of
2HO could be very useful, and Cancds would be plad to coutribube to it. The
exchange of information on en international vasis wos also ivportant et the uext
stage, that of treatwent, perticulerly with regnrd to the results of chewdcal
tests. In that respect, the Canndian Covermsens was Jollowing with interest il0
activities in soue Iranian hospitals, undertaken us
certain countries to oobsgerve the transitionsl roserve
Single Convention on larcotic Drugs, 1961. Alter referring to certain cspects of
the social rehabilitation of drug addicts, he strassed the supreme importance of
preventive action, which should alm al conviacing all siembers of societv, even
children, of the gravity of drug abuse. '

The [irst step was to emphosize treatment, since it siould always be borue in
mind thet illiclt producticon existed to meet nn 1llicit denend. If supplies were
reduced, demand became wore pressing, criminality increased, and meore dangerous

drugs began to predominate in the vattern of drug sbusc. It was in the light of
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that situation thet his delegstion, tvosether with those R Pr&noe, Iran,
B

Jamaica, .exico, Palristasi, Swueden and Yvgcslavia, was subidiuti a draft resolution
on messures o reduce illicit demand {or drugs (z /Cf 7/L.:?O), wllch i hoped

would be supported by weny of the delejutions present.

iir. DUrO.T (United states of ..serioca) soid thot Jor some vears the law

enforcoment nro*rwd;és in the United States of “nacrica hod heen guoalejo;ued by
major public health efforts. The decline in neroin sddisctio ",'hhlch had been
observed from mid~1972 and throughout 197%, wues therelore due not oaly To the
curtoilment of +lhe heroin troffic from traditionnl sources out to sreater
availabili%yvof treatment facilities. " The tewporary s.ortage of heroin had, ‘
however, not beea felt in the Zouvh~ ‘est or om Ui "oy Coast, which areas vere
supplied by “brown' heroin, mainly [rom liexico., " rowi' herein had been entering

he United Ttotes un Lerrupwedlv dlr11 1974.ugd aovr ¢ominated the nerket excent
on the East coast. The ilexican JovernmeAu, couscious of thet new detsrioration
in the situation, was co~operating activ elv in endeavours to close down the
sources of supply of heroin. s in 197h, it was estimnted thet there were
200,000 to ;O0,000 heroin addicts in the United Juotes. o town seemed to be
sparéd. Studies had shown that the use of heroin had spread in the last 10 years
from the large cities to the mediuws~sized towns and then to the smaller Towms.
L survey of Tour tow:s located along the border wivh ..exico had shown that heroin
was easy and feirly cheap to ootain, so thet cases of cbuse had increassed
appreciably and the tiine~lagz before new addicts soujht treatuent was much longer
tha elsewhere. It was therefore most dimportio b ot supnlies should be cut
down to encourage horoin oddicts to lool to wedical cars.

o

The 51tu tion with re egard to cammabis did not .seen Lo have varied ‘since 1972,
when the Havional Comaisgion on .iwwrijuana had 1ade a survev. The preliminary
results of a nubloﬂ—wiﬁe surver of potteras of drug abuse would be available in
March 1975. & survey nmede of a sample ol voutirg, who had been questloued for the
first time i 1969 vhen ther were 19 vears old, aid had then been guestioned again
in 197L at the age ol 2% wears, shoved that the perceuntage of those who had ever
used" marijuana, awvhetenines, hallucinogeas or heroin was higher in 1974 than in
1069, It should be reumerbered, however, tnat theot o e=roup wos lilely to contain
a large umper of emperiumenters cnd thob the mwber of those who had "ever used!
drugs was not secessarily an index of the severity of uie problem. . Juother widely-
cived survey in tihe Unlted Stetes, whlch concerned ciudents in Ce lljorgla, had
shown thet cannohis remained the wost frequentli—used illicit drug in 197k, vut
that the increase in rate of use had sloved dowi. Cousurmption of L3 and
heroin had levelled off and that of auphetamines and Lariiturates had decreased.

It was to e hoped that all the inlormascion of it Lind communicated to the
Cownisgion and ﬂroﬁwae in the amaual reporus :ould be wode available to .10 to
help 1t to corry out its analwsis of world trends in druy abuse.
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e nolnved oub tuet, while the health consequelces of drug ovuse were olten
considered, its 1mpl tions in social or ecouo:iic terie were usually disrcegarded.
L survey made in the United States had resulted in a provisional estimate of about
410,000 million a year ac the social cost of dru. ahuse. although that was not a
precise figure, it nncde it possible for the drug ouuser to be viewed in a social
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context and to understand how his behaviour afrlecued ipstitutions, Lovernment
expendlture and the quality of commuaity life, and on the other haad it provided

a rough measure for esbtimeting the effeociivensss of the programmes of lewr enforce~-.
nent, treatm nt and rehebilitation. ‘

Q.

5

(g

In the United States, three federal agencics, the Drugz Znforcement i dministra=
tion, the food wnd Drug sdministration anc the Tatiounal Institube on Drug Abuse
contributed to reseorch ocnd the gathering of im'ormation, One of the nmeans
eanloyed, the Drug /buse arning fetwork, pathered information on persoas who
made ail spohearance in hospital emergency services, in-natient treatuent insti-
tutions, euergency centres, etc. That svsten made it possible to identifly at an
early stage eny increase in o epecifiic drug problem due to unethicel medical
practiées, claendestine laboratoriss or trafficking in treotment drugs, such as
methadoue.,

The authorities believed that the best way Lo reduce the demand for
dependence~producing drugs was through treatiient oud rehabdilitation. The ederal
Goverument supportcd three major trpes of treatment: deboxification, chemotherapy,
usuallyr with methodone, and drug-free treatment. The ohional Imstitute on irug

Louse wes financing the treatment of about 95,000 people throughout the country,
or approximately 50 per cent of vhe nuiionel treatment capacity. sbout 70 per ceat
of the 120,000 people under treatient rTor druy cbuse i The United States were
heroin addicius. Their treatment was usually based ou the administration of
nethadone. fThe remninder were chiefly conmsumers of canuapis, barbiturates and
amphetamines., Over 90 per cent of the ireatinent was siven on aa out-patient vasis.
The snie reporting svstem was used by all fecerally=supnorted treatment facilivies,
in order to collect information on admissions, pro_ress ond discharges. The
svstes, lmicun as the Client Oriented Data lcquisition Process (CODAP), was the
only oane ccllecting, data of that kind fron prograuises throughout the country.

He also wished to stress the ilmportance of w»revention. It was aecessar;” To
alter the t tude of hign~risk people before the became too seriously involved,
and to provide cougtiuctive clvernstives to druyg couse as a means of copiu; with

social, educabional ond emotional prouless in suoh a way as to enavle than to
resist an envirommnout i1 which dru, s, alconol and ©o0 . cgco were readily available.

I:x conclusion, he drew attestion to the similerity of the drug provlem in the

Unitved 3tates snd i aliwost every other country in the world. Essier communicetions had

brouszht counitries closer Lo*ctn“r for better or {or woruve, and cach omc st
taelelor“ bo preoﬁred to fzce the problems thot 51i ht arise from the abuse of psycho~

Wy

active substonces. The problen of rwltinle drvy -bhuse should also lead to
greater interndtional co=-cperation in order tc reduce the supply of ﬁlliuit drugs

and to accelerate activities connected with trectment, preveuntion and research.
ir. SCHRCIDLR (Federel Revnublic of Gormany) sald that the provlewn of drug

abuse in his countryv had hardly altered; the number of first users and mild
consumers had decreﬂﬂed, tie average ase a2t lirst trial had not changed and the
number of corguwzers remoined stoble; o the other hond, the perceatage of
permanent coasumers (hard=corc addvcus) had increased. ‘That group was tending to
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use herder drugs, particularly heroin, and was to nwlti~crug anpuss. Lhe
numoer of cases undetected sy the avthorities scenwd to be hich. .ach vear there
wers ohout 100 deaths due to dru_g, pertieularls she ohisorption of o udixiure of
heroin ond qu"ch,ine. Ocher drugs mest often abused wera Landras (methaqualone),
Valoron (%ilidin), “ortral (penteszocin) and Goobc, on (Foac t=ilin). the Covernient
plamned to tale 1cglulaolvo neasures whersby casses ol drag ddition had to bhe

0
reported by physicians o1d diregiors of nhonnitols and druy treatuent centres.

Tiith regard to wtreatient, new facilivies hod been dntrocducsd but could not
alvrays e used for lack of guelilied persounel. [oreover, general budgetary
restrictions had affected prosraues for the treatuent of drug addicts in certain
Linder. The apperent increase in the s.wu gling of hard drugs hed led ©o a rise
of 300 per gent in arrests of trofficlkers. Bilotorel aevion vith cdjacent countries
should malze it »nossible to combut drub smugeling vore effectively. In that ’
coutext, the reswiption of opium poppy cultivation in Yurkey was viewed with
serious concera “v the authorities of the Federal ”epublic of Gerany. It was %o

Y

e hoped that the Turkish Government would succeed in establishing, o striagent
system Cor the control of poppy cultivation, horvosiing and trade. lle welcomod
the Turkish-Coveramcnt decree stipuloting that popny cavsules should nov be
incised ond <hot offcuces anainst the lar would be geverols punished, which had
entered into effect on 16 Jamuurv 1975. It wes obvious that solidarity of acilon
by all the countries co.cer.es wes indispessacle To o successful campain s/,0inst
arug tralficking and sbuse.

Lrs. SOCTEOvA (Obgserver for u geria), gncaelin: at the invitation of
the Chairman, said that in her cowriry the use and ohuse of drugs was not a grave
social problem. The cultivotion and use of ihe oniwm nonpw (Papaver sormiferui)
and of cannabis were not tradiltional in Sulparis, oad cases of drupy acdiction
were few. In a total nopulotion of ©,700,000, the nuoiic health services had
recorded only 511 dru; oddicts (1.6 wen ond 105 wolen) in 1973. Puliaria had
o well-orgsnized svsten of health services znd other institutions for the tracking
down, registration, treatuent and rehabilitevion of suficrers, so Ghat the number
of' unrepgistered cases was 1ot likelw to. exceed ZU ner cent of the rumber of
reyistered cases. V

iost of the coses of drug addiction (1L9) were of medical origin., Those of

sociel origin were not due to the cruses thal were typicel of druy addiction in
other countries, such as lack of prospects, escarisi, unenployment, passive
resistance to sceial injustice, fear of the fulure, for exciple. In Sulgaria,
-the potential denger of the extension of druy 2huse lay in the seographical
situation of a couniry v“ich'wﬂs a route of tronsit beliveen the iear Lost and
‘estern Jurope, in tcurisn, which brought hundreds of thousands of loreigners to
tie country every vear, and in internctional eichoa ug o a political, 60010L10,
cultural, secieantific, wechuical or syorting chara cter Contocts, between
Julgarians eud foreigners, while in some ways voleiicial, could also aove
unfortunate consequences: - offers ol druys, bod exasple, adoption-of evil
habits, spread of foreign ways, muiong others. Thet was why preventive measures
Were necessary.

VT
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A new public health law voted in 1973 contained a special chapter relotving to
the comtrol of drugs oné the Tight against druy abuses. The law, wihich had come
into force i Januery 197L, was accompan;ed by three sets ol enforcement rules:
the regulation on Jrugs; the instructionc regarding the reccipt, custody, delivery
and accounting of polsons, drugs and active subsvwices in puwaiunacies, pharmaceutical
annexes, health depots, undertalzings producing chemical and pharmaceutical sub-
stances, ond laboratories; and finally, the repulotions for the destruction of
poisons and drugs no longer it for consuiption (including substaices oLtained
from seizures and haviug no medical use).

A draft revision of “he penal code envisaged sterier penalties for the abuse
of drugs. In October 1972, the iinigtry of Public ilealth had adopted a programme
for the organization of a c&mbalgl against alcoholisnm, tobasco and drupg addiction.
In connexion with the implomentoation of the provisions of the 1961 Single
Comvention on rarcotic Druzs, ratiificd by .ulreria in 1965, the ..inistry of Public
Health had introduccd even now egulotions governing the prescribing and
delivery of drugs 1i T of the Coavention., Ior the prescription
of narcotic drugs I, scpecial numbered dispensing foris subject
to strict comurol

ripid i
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In 1972, Jalgesia had adhered to the 1971 Coavention on Psychotropic
Substances. It haa drown up c+ of' nsychotropic sunsivances and their
derivatives which woie U“qg o control and had loid down the couditions
under which those drugs could be prescribed and supnlied. The drugs in
Schedule 7" o that Convenion had boew made subject to the same requircuents
as the norcotic drugs listed in Schedule T of the 1961 Convention.

a
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U

With regard tc the trwclking doun ond preventvion of druy addiction, steps

d heen tallen to tightena up control by the Customs . uthorities, the postal
services anc thsa 2os of <Sha populer nilitia. The "esults hod heen satisfactory.
ceasures xad also becn adopuad to provide Tor the lreatment and rehavdilitation in
clinics and Hsyehorsurcicgice. nsaries of vhe few indi 1duﬂls qualifwving for
tne specilaliced s.oviacs for druf hddicﬁs alcoholics.

Dr. (LRIHO gaid tlat he hiad read with satisfactlion the ote by

the pccre+ary~ubgu- onnse / B //}7) end Corr.l ond ..dd.1), in vhich

suggestions made by vhe Commisslion at its third svecial session had been taken
inte due comsideraticn. In . exico. the problem of drug cbuse was essentially
urben and affected vii - adolescents {rom 1O to 21 years old. L1hose voung
porcous inculgod in yultiﬁle druy abuss, ¢acourazed by the ass informavion media
and by the wmarliet itsell. The cuthoritien were ¢i ouur)ﬂd to wnote that while song
took warijuana, oiicrs, evey children, mede usce of industrial solvents. Yhe use

' barbiturates, amshetaninss and hallucinogenic “ypes of dru;s for noan-medical
purposes vas on tne insrsase. On the othsr hand, wthere unpcared to heve beenl no
cases of abuse of oniwa and itg derivatives. The .exicen authorities had launched
a co~ordinated iiedical--social campeign. The Department of Public dealth and the
social insurance services were csesponsibie Tor prevention, early detection and
education in the nwatter ol d; Lurs. while the ‘ational Council for Liental Health,
which in 197L had renloced the iationcl Council Tor Drug-acdiction Problems, dealt
with questions coanected with psychivtric assistance and group psychiatry in

/..
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particular. The Council was responsible for deciding the policy to be followed
in oll matters counceruing the use of drujs. One of <the odies dependant on the
Couneil, the :lexican Cenbre of Drug=addiciion Studies, o deccatralized body, was
entrusted inter alia with co=ordination, scieatilic ressarch, the training of
personﬁel cad exchenges of experience with other courtries. The Centre also
ensured the co~ord1aatlon of activities reluting to drugy abuse, including the
training of perscunsl within the i'exican Coverwient service,

In 21l watters of prevention, trectiient and rchabilitation, the linistry of
Punlie flealth ond the iealth Insursnce dervices looired after the druy abusers,
who were no loager in the care of private Coctors bub of the joverwmment services
in everv respect. Ther were uospitalized in order to delerimmine the best type of
treatment for the:r aud the authoritvies subsequently watched over their rehabilita-
tion enc social reintegrabion. Younj persous who abused marijuana did aot come
wiider the saue service; <they were tbheu over L the wouth integration centres set
up in the eapital and in the provinces. Particuler attention was jiven Lo the
training of specialized and administrative perscimel iho had to deal with quesvions
comected with drurss, and facilities were olso nrovided to euable them to attead
courses anrozc. The coutrol swstew for establislments hendling wercotic drugs and
psychotropic substances had been stren thened. Owing o the lecen interest talen
by the President of the Republic of lLexico in provlers of drus avuse, high nriority
was given Yo the vrojramics aimed ab obbaining a substantiol reduction in the deuand
for drugs and at prevenving auy worsening of thoe citvation. He therefore willingly
supported the draft resolution on measures 4o reduce illicit deneand for drugs,
submitted by Canada and other memvers of the Commission.

(g

Dr. SAYVIR (ﬁun“ary) said that drug addiction, wnich was verwy severely

controlled in Jungary, created no social problew there; the rare cases of

addiction reported were due to nisuse of wedical drugls. e would thorerore

confine hinself to a few comments of a [eierol nature on the Ueeretary~Gencral's
note on drug sbuss. Thot vote was an excellont sourco of information, but the
arrangement of the data could be improved oad copletved brr a qualitotive eualysis

of the facts. There weore cortradictions betwee tha i wres given in tanle 1,
according to which the number of drug avusers in ‘fries totalled 527, aad para-
graphs 7 and {, frow which it évpeared thet tlhe cases of druy offences in Africa
had reached a tounl of unearly ha,OOO‘ Sicilarly, table 2 showed ouly 2 Ly cases of
cocaine abuse in . merica, while tiie represcatatives ol Conade and the United svates
of ‘merica had drown attentionm to an aloruoing increcse in the illicit traffic in
cocaine. For ‘urope, olso, the firure given in toble 11 Jor cases of cocalne swuse
(17) did not seem very realistic. Jith regard bo camrabls - the drupg which the
Cormission had TGCO’llaed to ue the nost widelv ouused in Lurope - the ouly couwvsries
thet, according to the sano “ab?e rere QGTIOU"W" affecved vore, in order of extent
of shuse, Creece, uthe Federul : )U»llc of Lo ond Jalgoria, It was ovvious
that those figures ¢id nov c“Tlv with the frovs; 1o (reece, lor exaple, only
small number of persons were havitual sousers of caiioois, cad o0st of Uhae cases
reported were of occasioual drug obusers. “he quantitutive data did not provide
enough elements of couporison to _ive an idea of the real situation; an analrsis
of trends a:d qualitotive elements were of _reater importance Tor tue purpose of
drawing accurate conclusions. Thus, the chat thie coca leal, to which sone

[one
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less=fovoured soclal cotepories were addicted, was a different phenowenocn from the
abuse of cocaine, which was exclusive to the well=-to-do, ond it was nov ressoanable
to inelude the o uader the seite heading. Furtheriore, the frequency of drug
abuse ond the size of tle doses shoulc, as tho represcatative of Canada had
observaed, e ualen inte account in classifyiag drug addicts. Finally, drug users
could be divided into three yroups: 1illicit comsuwrers of iiliclt products;
illiedis cousumers of licit products, and licit consumers of licit nroducts. Thus,
the recent increase in nrescripiions for nsychotronic subsvances for ~:ecical
purposes, perticulcrly sedatvives, nvpaoctics ond tranquillizers, had led to new
avuses, and it was very difficult Lo determine the nrecise nwmber of druy addicts
without tiie co=operation nov oualv of the uedical servicen, vut also of all the
other services iuvolved. .t the 70Jrd nmeeting, the representative of _rance hod
suggested thot simultancous use should be e of Laormetion concerming the
nurber of drug abusers, onid of data relaving to offeuces. Token togsther, those
twe tvpes of information could indeed nive o useful indicstion of current trends.
“ith regurd to tranguillizers, the sugiestion, cade by the representative of
Suitzerlacd at the sawe neeting, thet new lerislation should be adopted was
interesting, since it aoplied o o crea which control was inedeguate to ensure
the prevenvion of druy abuse.

}.30
o
-

For the Commission ou ..creootlc Druys to Le better informed, it wuas desirable,

on the one hond, that reports nrenersd 2y the Jecrotarist snould give less space
ta cewmsrisons ond pay wmore attention te an snalysis ol the deta, and on the

ocher hand thet CGovernments should wrove the co~ordinction of inforuccion by

their admlnmscr&slve services in order o o.taln o sy1+hesis of all the data
recelved, In thoat tasl, thevr could De assisted oy the Livision of Jarcotic Drugs
as had been sug;eubev o the representevives of Yu;oslovi (7djru meeting) and
“nnada.

In conclusio
made it o~ useful par cho Jiited Javions. The druft resolubtlon on measures
to redusc illicit demand lor drups rightly accorded 10 on iwportant role nnd
consequently hod the support of ungary.

o, ne conzratulated U on the research it had carried out, whicgh

Tner ol A

Dr. (e SUUBA (lus ;ralin) said that _ustraiia continued to be faced with
& rowing probleg.of drug; abuge ot oll levels of sceictyn Tle principal problems
arcse from the avuss ol Mloohol, nannabis, hvpgc tics, trancuillizers and
analgesics. Determined efforts had been wade, however, Lo deal uith the situationg

for the past five years, & comuberized uwonitoring svuten hod nade it possible to
collcot and col*ate all the inforiation obbtaiued o2 inter—~“wte trade relaoting to

depondence=produc druss other thon hariturstes ond wranguilligers. v neans
of that svsbewm, 1t was beiny socuabt o prevest o 6ivorsion of dru;zs from lieit

£

to illicit sourczs., The Jtebe hoalthh authorities were provided with monthly reports
snowing the gnantvity and ordjia of drujs roceived f“ wne quantity and destination
of the consipgnsent £ 5925.000 wrons actlonu‘ 5,610 irre ularities had been

detected.

Turning to Lhe abuse of certvailn drugs, he noted that there had been an
Jincrease im the use of “ethadone throughout jusiralia in the previous tuo years.
Thet increase had been partly due to the swltiplicosion of.mealoal prescriotions

/\.,



not authorized by law. State ifealth ldnisters vere concerned with that trend and
it had been proposed that all -wdical prao%i*ioners should bs reminded of the
restrictions on the use of methodone in medicine by their inclusion in the

atvioaal Health >onere iiandboolr, © In the past wwelve woaths, methaqualone hed
been included in the dangerous drugs schedule of the Iational Lealth end wedical
Research Council; oconsequently, that substance had been reunoved frow the list of
drugs available for prescription under the .ustrslian Pheoimaceutical senefits
Scheme and medical practitioners had been inforacd of that action. Over Tthe past

three wears, there hod bsen a steadr fall in total imports of methaqualone iuto
Australia amd thot trend woald probably continue in 1975.

Yith regard to the treatment and rehebilitetion of druy; addicts, sirnificant
progress had been made durin, the past vwo vears in the nrovision of coisultctive
serviceg and facilities for bb? treatrnt uhd rehabilitetion of elccholics and
drug=~densundent nersons. Those facilities were chielly a Stete matter, but the
Australian Goveriment had introduced a .15 million Cowmunity lLentel Health
Programme, 2 considerable proportion of which waos welnn allocated to tihe States
for the provision of treatument ond rehobilitation progromes Jor drug-dependent
persons and algoholics.

Tith regard to educavion, o .ationol "rug Sducation Proorase had been
Introduced in 2ll the Steves and Terrvitories of Justralia aad o project for
research inbo the attitude of high—school students ves aearing co nleticon. n
inguiry would be carried out to find out the effectiveness of the dvur ecducstion
programie in certaia schools. The “ustralian [k

les
£
Devarcueat of Health had hod five
films produced for use in schools and continued to puslisih a Technical Information
Dullebin =t regulor iutervals. Under the netioial projrowiae, the Sustralian
States had adaplted their own programies To meet tine lucreasing nceds of the
comrmumity, porticularly in connexion mith those people wio verc nore "ot ris
aud not easy Lo reach. Tor example, discussion pro roxics had been orwaA1zed,
for students and sewinars for business snd industry oiployees, especially
anprentices; furtiocrore, information cenvres o iv saselling services had been
gstrulighed., The =i souht was Lo ensure the cireet involvement of the pudlic
in relevent discussioans and activities. The Justralian Goveroiment at ucned great
iuportance to education, regarding it as the best lou.=tera chance of couteaining
the problen of drug al.use, sid it ranted funds Tor the co—=ordiuation of sctivities
thet would rewain fragmentarv without a central prograi.ie. That co=ordination was
-

H

o

carried out by a Jotional Standing Control Couumittee on Druls of Depeude.ce, wiiich
cemprised non~povernuental experts and Svete health education uw“l?lsﬁlyuO?S. In
order to improve still [lurther the plannin: of co-ordineted pro;ro o Yotional
Drug dvisory Couwiecil hed been established in 1971,

kl

The Australion deleogation QUQJOrteﬂ the proposel mede by Lhe represcontative
of Ceneda concerning the preparctiocn of monuals oun the treatuwent of drug cbusers
based on the snarlng of interurtional exverience. It also supported dralt
resolution L '/C T/L 356 on easures tc reduce illicit devand “or drugs.

[ove
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The GTLIRQAH axmounced that the ovserver for the Letherlands would read

BN

out the statement of the ovserver for Fiuland, who was unable to attend the meeting.

Iir. ven GRUTIIG (Observer for the detherlconds) read .out the stotenent.

In that stotoment, Dr. IddnpHHEn-Heil-ilH (observer for Finland) vointed out
that the reports nf the Division of iltrcouic Drugs for 1966 and 1967-1971 showed
that Finland held second place, next to Demmarl, in the legal consumpbion of
narcotio dru's listed in the schedules of the 1961 Sin~le Convention on Harcotic
Drugs. 1067 ~1971, the mnnual £i ure for theraopeutic doses per thousand
1ana01tunuu had been 17,103 in Dewmeark, 17,055 in Pialesd, 6,130 in Sweden and
6,766 in ilorvey. There were two explanatioas [or thel exceptionally high
coasumptlon of nercotic drugs im Pinland. Firstly, codeine, an ingredient of
most cough medicines and analgesics, accounted for akyrox1dabely 20 to 90 per cent
of the counsunipvlion of narcotic drugs. Hereiu hied neot been used for edical
purposes in inland since 1950 and worphine represeunted less than 1 per cent of
narcotics couswmption. Jlecondly, the countrv's cool and aoist climate caused a
high incidence of respiratory infections, colds an¢ rheumatoild arthritis, diseases
that were traditicuslly treated with codeine preporations.

Abuse of smalgesics and couph medicines wes a comvion phenomenon in Fianlaad.
In 1972, the use of codeine in those snedicaments had beei reviewed thoroupghly by
the ﬁ%tionDW Board of Health. .\s 2 result, codeinc censuwaption in 1973 had fallen
by about 36 per cent cownared with the Tfigure or 1971 end it wos therefore likely
Lhat Finlond's posivion as o consuner of narcoiic drugs would foll markedly in
future.

The Iinuish health suthorities had jiven attention to the over-use and
misuse of psychOUronlc substauces., In 196, wwhebaiines and related compounds,
like methylphenidale and phenmebrazine, ﬁdd been classified as narcotics. Since
snen, doctors wishing to prescribe central nervous sysuten stimulonts for patiguts
were required to ontain permission frow the ilketionel joard of Ieclth in every case.
Such pormiSGion wog gronted exclusively for specific discases, and at the preseant
time 7 pabients were belng tresbted with ai phetmiines in ¢inlond, which had
[v.6 aillion inhalitants.

Following thoge measures, legal consumpbion of aiphetarmines had fallen from
13,1161 kilos in 1987 %o 2 rramues in 1969. it the soue-time thore had been a
temporary incrcare in the seugrling of aiphetoaiccs. In 1969, 5.7 Lilos of
auphetamines hed been seized, bhut since then seizwies of central nervous systen
stimulonts had dropned to only a few pramues in 1970-1073. ro marked increase in

sages ol chuse of anphstamines had boen unoted in recent years. His delegation feld
that simileor goiwlrcl lernislotion could be consicdeved other countries oucside

t in
Scendinavia in order to prevent tha abuse of centrol nervous system stimulants.
3 control measures adopted in Finland had not coused any probleus with
to medical treatuent.

Joes
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A "he coaswonbion of sedatives, L;gnoﬁios cn¢ sracquillizers had dropped,
follou fine preveitive measures lulrotuced in woroxin tely 22.9 Coses per
canita of those drv s lied been zold in 1066 Coges in 1970. A 10 ner cent
Gecline in congwiptlics g heen recsraed i AE the treand hed continued
leading to a UO“d* decraase of poer cenv SIoLe resuLts “seemaeld to nrove

noh L"“OTuQEW 1 systers anC control uen : s oy the health ﬁuthoritiesi
toyether with +1e cnane in the attitude ol docuor: and in public opinion, could

infiuono= dru« comswaviion in 2 ,iven coumtri. e oinnish authorities wer

}&JJ, no&e«n‘, thot conswenilon wes sT1lL arcesaive and voat psychovroplc
Astances were svill beinc, adused.

omwmumno
1966 4o GJly litres
serious pronlen in °
should be nwde throw
i alcohol To serve
would hicly vo co=ord
alcohol ueyanuence 231C

E = ,

T .
Ltudiss had chown that abuse of alcool was e oS
) In ™is onlnlox, GLJOTtS
: the conswwhlo
IStANE-Tei oy f‘ro;. cowrti bo comtry. Such data
mz interacsioanal px’ove‘rbiou projranes ajains
drug devpondence in poneral.

as risine steadilsr, frow 2,5 litres per ox=1t8 in
<)

~

of liarcotic Druns for its excellent renort on
v o specialized aencies and other crpacizaotions
' B T e : /- IS P

fc“ e nerioa 10 ereh 197% to 50 Tovember 1970 ‘;CU.ngfO) patificetion of the
1971 Convention on Psrchotrovie Lubsbtances roveared to be proceedin, very slowlw.
14 would be interesﬂi¢w vo find out the reasons 'y the various nemder couiciTles

were so lony ia ralilying that instrume.at.

Lastly, a cuwaye i avtitudes hiad poen noted in connexion with the ahuse of
druss by voun. poople in Finlond. In o 1960 strdy of schoolehildren in Helsinli,
it had been thot U per cent had a Uavours.le or noubtral atbitude towards
“he use of ill drugs, whereas in a souavhat siriler study in 1972 only o per
cent hed beeén in favour of or experi.entin, vith suech drugs. It awesred
that the bhest resulis had hHeen ortained ig tiolsizZid throv h nrogroases Lo which

WOULnE 0eorl@ themselves asswacd respoasinility for their fellows.  hav nethod
N

motiveted the: to seek informevion thabt wes broad evou it to include the social,
pavcholosicel cnd edical aspects of tha prodlem.

Py PRATIC0G0SI..TO (Tadowsin o uriel stoterent on the
situation resordin, oruy, abuse in his couw annual report of Indonesia

fovr 1975 hod wov reache i the Uceretary—iie
b the Decretcrv-leieral on éruy ohuse.

sor inclusion in the note

1 Indonesia and the estinwted

]

fisheren, carpenters and nercnants oif Chinecc ori dv i the oller age-sroups,
living in the neighbourhood of in avore. 1t wes interesting to note tis, helfore
y ,

Avuse of opictes will still the rwjor provler i
nuber of opiun cddicts was between 7,000 cuad 10,000, Lliev were for the wost perd
[l

opiun hec been nrchinited, couswor L had hoes hebmeen 22 and 25 toos aomually-.

¥ oviw: ugers were gonorally oldor neonle, ornaing, on the othor hand, was
specially ponulor aong oual persoas Tetiwreen 1o ond 5 wecrs of o s. To prevent

the diver“MOA o “oryhinc to tae ille ol zeyiiel, snocizl resulations had been put

o
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into effect requiring pharmacies to supoly the heslth ruthorivies with the date of

the prescripiion, vhe noie of the dcctor, the només znd oddresses of the novients
3 3 -

gnd the owount of diugs prescrived. Uince the iuatroduction of those regulat

i
the licit use of worphine was decreasing; on the other head, the consumption of
petiaidine was rising

(94

It hed been believed forcerly thet the opiww popny could not be cultivated in
Indonesia, wuv experience had shown thov the Indi=ma popnv could grow well in
several rezlons of She country. Counsequently, the ‘overruient hod banzed inports

of poppv seeds and the cultivation of the plont.

Degplite the strict reassures valien by the Toveriment to put an end ©to 1llicit
treffic in worphinc, the number of worphine addiets was still webtween 2,000 and
L, 000.

As Tor cannobls, which grew wild in Sumatra aoid was cultivaeted illiclitly in
Java, the low nrice nmade it the mest favoured druws anong new abusers. In the post
four wvears, ca.paizns had been undertalzen to destror camnanis plentations end o
combot 1llicith uraih;cking. Those efforts had to souwe extent borae fruit, since
stevistics showed a drop in the number of cases coryrred with the previous year.
The (overnment was also endeavourin; vwo prevent the smuggling of counewvls from the
country, but it was nobt cble to sten the lorge guantities of oplwm nud morphine
suujgled inco the countivr.

ibuse of coocaine was negligible. The 19 coco~bush plantstions in Jova had
wositly been destroyed in 1970 and nly oine uow renained. Coca~lsal chewla. vas not
practised in Indonesia, since the qualitv ol Jova coca was such thot cocalue could
only e extracted by cheirical processes. Cases of abuse of omphetzmines,
baroiturotes and hallucinogens were few. Geunerully socalzing, drus aduso was ruch
more COMMOI LZIONT uen tian amony women. The nuwi.er of addiets anmong studonts was
cxvrewely siall;y  in soume wdivercitvies, students lmows to he addicts were expslled.
sdrittedly, the 15,000 addicts reristered in I.wdonesia accounted for oaly a very
suall percentase of the wopulation, which totelled 120 nillion. levertheless, the
Govorront was doing ius best to reduce thot numver still further and 1t wos now
prepering o new law on narcotie drups, which 1t was hoped to enact before the ead
of the couing yoars ‘

*

Lr. GURER (Uaited ¥in dom) suid that inder United Kingdom legislation on
narcotic drugs, doctors were required to suppLy the competent authorities with
information on persons whon they treated snd who thoy suspected were addictsd; in
addition, only those doctors who held special perniits sranted by the competent
authority could supply heroin ond cocaine to acddicts who reported [or Trcatment.
Frow: the infloriotion thus made availoble, 1t wos possible to obtein o reoasonably
accurate picture of the incidence of narcovic obuse,

The steotistics for 1977 showed that thie nwiser of psrsons lmowa to be under
treatnent for dru; addiction at the end of the year had riscn to 1,810, an increase
of 12.2 per cent over 1972, Thast {Tigure comprised 1,110 addicts receiving
methadone, 156 receiving heroin, oud 222 addicts, whoso addiction was nostly of
therapeutic origin, receivingz other druzs. The latter iicluded three persons

[
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receiving cocaine. Frow the sta bwpuloo, o decline was apparent in the nwaser of
addicts awmder 20 wvears of cpe for whon treatuent wos Deins wrescrived. That
vhenomenon was beins exanined, but nossisle eunluJ tions were that persons were
.”e>ortlng o trestnenL cemires oU a loter ase, cither initially cr afler o relapse,
or that thev were rena tweutuewt Tor longer neriods. A4As to the other
drugs, it was lesc easy statistics of
comvietions and of sai:vrcg, zad ﬁlﬂgecx ive dalora fron various sources.
wrovicad 1nd10aulono resarding trenis. | or exa ple, it wes lmowa thot the United
Hing dOﬁ;h 1 not hee . 3 a*ed the increasvd asuse oi cocalns that had boen mentioned
o other aelewatﬁcss, since convicticas aad risca by 18 per cent in 1075 and

seizures oi uhat substence had visen to .5 ilos, coon yed with onl- some
)OO wyg.aeu in 1972, “he druy, waich haé a de;reoe of surity os hisn as 07 weor cent,
orizinated Troi: South Jmerica.  The wet od of its usc scened, senerally, to e

thuu of imnhnlation rather than injsetion zloar uith aevoil., which had heen the

1)

[N

do merked chon es had been uoved in vhe avuse ol cannﬂ“i”. Although
convictions hn»d covginued to increos vhe rate of ivcrexse ad been niveh reduced
between 1972 and 1977. ‘lowever, oaseu of illicit culv1V‘u101 nad increased {rom
5 in 1969 to 587 in 1973. The figuves Tor 197l werc. ot vet lmwown, but it was
reported that, due to Cusions activity, casnavis had veen in short supvly durdng
the second hell ol thie vear. IHasish o0il seewad o beo losing fovour bocause of its
varying; qualitv, whlch 1loid the user open to nlus or tduss effects {a "had trin'),
Lastly, = new hallucinopon lmowun oa ;rox@-uﬁf reportedl more poverful than LD,
had made its appearance i the Unived ilingdom in 197% - “d vas bein; increasingly
abused. It W”“ soon te o the subiect of a parlismnmentar- dzeision to prohiit
its use lor wurposes obher Lhan research.

£ -

‘_.

cr. Jasiit oiagh {(Iadia) ook the Chair.

20

s ROLIN (Undted Tinedom) said hat e wes not in a position to give
firares Tor Hon, iding as preciss as thogse cupplied | i
Lin dow drolegat 101,‘5ut he would briefl: Cescrive the si
Oplum,und neroin were the wro druss wost widely sbused |
covbrast, abuse of psrchotronic sussbaiwces and of counsl

-

colleasue of the Uaited
suattion in ooy sond.
00,000 addicts); in

s wrsg foirly rere.

ile congidered thot there was o linl bebuesn Tho sg\nlv oo and the deiwuia for
narcotics. He also felt thol too much e phasis wer velly nloced On gnlorccuient
activivies &t tiie expense of otlher csveots, iwre norciculorly treationt and
rehavilitetion; such an imbalasce, if it econtiimed, i bt have unfortunate social

K e ‘!

asequences, and Lhot woas a guession that the Comridssion could perhaps coisiders

Ao lin!was G0 e seen beuween drugs aad delinquency, bubt it hed not vebt been
possible ©o celermine its nature. There wos o evidence thet drulg lav at the roov
of majur crimes. owever, a research project vas now welyy nrepored with the
Diversits of ong on, with a vieu o ovtaiuin’ iiore nrecise data.

ar
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Since 1950, treatment end rehabilitation pro&ra:yes for addicts were belng
carried out in the context of the prisonm system. The llong long suthorities had
noted that more than 90 per cent of detainces were addicts ond had decided t
establish a special treatiicot unit o help such deteinees, after their release,
to resunc their place in society. Yhere were also voluntary nro razes, very
useful but too lindted, dealing with such asnects of the nroblewr as physical
withdrawal, occupationzl therapy, iadividual or group assistonce, oad the work
habit.

Since it was pointless to treat addicts imstitutiorally if treatment could
not e followed up after release, the Houng Rong aublorities hod introduced a
post-penitentiary treatment programie aad had recently roviewed it thorou;hly
with & view to preparing a new corprehensive treabtneit aud rehebilitation pro,ramne
to be set up later on.

Treatment was essentially by wethadone. The co retent authorities were aware
of the deujgers, hut at the present time ther hied no other solution open to them.

Despite the difficulties = caused W tne finamicial orisis, inflation,
recession =~ tne Governmendt of lLoay long was determined to devote a reasonable
part of its resouwrces to the caupai n ageinst drug cbuse. I addition to the
finencial difficulties, there was, nowever, She nroblen: of recruiting personiel;
the public did ot have a very responsive attitude towards drug addiets, wno
often had a police record, wnd The tasl was not one ~thich could be uaderteken
lightly,

le endorsed the Crunadian repsesentative's cormeants regerding preventive
education and research snd emphasized the luportwmice of resesrch in particular.
Knowledge was still very inadequate and, in the troatment of addicts, therapy

+

was very limited and, as yet, toc costly.
Dr. ALSW (Lurke"), spealzing on a point of order, asked whether draft
resolution 4/Cil. ,L.)ué was to be dealt with senirctely.

The CILAIRIIN said that the draft resolubvion would be considered at the
end of une curread dlscusslon, and sugpested thet the soonsors should discuss the
text with & uumver of delegations in advence, in order to facilitate its
consideration. ond adoption.

.

lir. BYRIBS Vil 288DA (Ovserver for Spein), specking ot the invitation of
the Chairman, said thet the {firures given in nis country's amaval reports clways
varied considerably, siace they related woth to the awaver of puabients who had
undergone sporadic Aeq1cﬂ1*treatme“" - ther were the lorgest aumber - and Lo the
small number of true addicts. Products were ovtained by oharmccleo or health
centres, cither on medical prescription or on the pY“SCJ+“L10n of special documenss
issued by authority of the Ceneral ilealth Division. In every case, prescrintions
were periodically reviewed Ly the Service for the Coatrol of Drug s and Psychotropic
Substances, o1d scie patients had to appear before a jury, couposed of physicians,
who confirmed or .wodified the prescriptions or ool other appropriate measures,

Jooe
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The ler_est mumder of addicts was found in the L5 to S5=yvear age group, aud
especially amony women., Synthetic products sccounted for over 50 per cent ol drugs
consumed. hile there was no opium or coca leal comsumpitlon, caansbis smoliing was
fairly wide=spread and scne users of LsD hav clso been noteds

In close colleboration with the JServiece for the Control of Drugs aand Psycho=
tropic Substonces and with the assistance of druy addivion Treatuent and
rehahilitation centres, health inspectors were ontrusted with the control of
drugs {rom production to comsumption. o ¢ 15 ol the ueasures talien, the
problem posed o few years previously by the stea?y increase in the consuaption of
and traffic in psychobropic substances had becoue considerably less acutbe.
Furthermore, with regserd to medicines, the inforuction media - television, radio,

press and professional journels = Were constraiied to respect health standards
in 81l their activities.

-
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Lastly, there had been some atte‘mts to brealk into pharmacies, particularly
in major cities such as .adrid and JSarceloas, hut the purpose of the burgleries

nad apparently been to obtain money rather than drurs.

Dr. Z5UED (Sweden) seid that the situation with regard +o drug avuse in
Sweden had becowe stabilized; {or the past few yeors, consumption had even
declined, but the methods of evaluation did not make it possible vo give precise
figures. Sweden used Three means of action: reruler spot checks carried out in
schools, in various age groups of the populotion, in differcnt regicus ond anoung
regeruits; pilot studies conducted with the collaboration of nealth and social
authoritvies; and tho malnuwnmnoe of permenent coantacts with soclal and wmedical
centres in such & way as to follow developusnts in the situation «ud to inform
the population.

The results showed a clear decline in‘thc occasionel abuse of cannabis. Iu
1971, for the first time, the consw niion of that drun hod besen sbavilized in
certein school-epge coterories (15-16 wears;. ‘The consurntion of canwabis on an
experimental basis wes diminishing in uwniversities and was nesrly nil wwong pirls,
On the other hand, the use of tranguillizers and the consumption of alcohol
coatinued to be very widesnread among students. Iurtherwore, there hoad been &
clear increase in the number of heavy consumers of cavabils recelving treatwent in
rehabilitation cenbres; +thot situstion was of greot concern to the aushorities,
since the drug had extremely harmful nhysical effects vhen used habitually.

- In addition, the trmasition from the use of ceubral nervous systen stimulonts
to worphine and heroin hod occasionelly been noted; that was explained by the
fact that habituel addicts changed drugs when lorced to do so b7 shortapge of these
they Tibitually used.

Sweden had been very cautious ia its avplicetion of the metihadone treavment;’
it was a siwall-scale projramme, experiuwental in chorscier and oriented towards
oy fa

research. ULt present, only aboubt 100 persons in Sweden were undergoing methadone
treatwent and only ¢ few physicians were authorized to use it,.

/v
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Cocaine, which had not yet appeared 1n Sweden, ight become a substlitute drug,
but it was to be hoped that it would nov come o .e added vo the other substances.
Hallucinopgens poscd no provwlen in Jweden.

Tveden was at present establishing treatment and information ceutres; they
were notv wvet overcrowded, but more and nore dirug addicts went there Tto e treonted.

fThe Swedish Coveriment had undertalien or maeintained o whole series of
drug=abuse control activities: inlormation coimeigas carried oub nrlmarllv in
schools with the assistance of physiciecns, roun, people cnd soclal workerss
seminers aad counferences intended Tor [rouns of -roun: nersons; support for youth
bodies to enacvle thew to establish their owa nrogroimies.  The ‘wedish Government
the ovvitude of youny persons

found those activitles useful, since thoy odified the
tovards drugs.

The nove v the uccreua~y~aoqerwl on druy obuse did notv ive o very
encouraging victure of 1 situation. The abusivse use of drugs was prevalent
everxihere 1n tho world. The situotion was becoming stobilized in the industrialized
countries, Hut other counbries woere becouming affected aind new dirugs were sppearing,
That was @ disquieting pheinowenon and the {izht rwst be intensified. YThe
developing countries also were threatened; indeed, as development placed iiore
and more resources ot the disposal of the populatvion, the use ol drugs was likely
to increases It hed olread:r been noved that the conswiption of heroin was
increasing in those countries, as well as that ol awlcetured substasces. It
was therefore sssential that the 1901 single Coavention on Parcotic Drugs should:
be ratified not only by the industrialized but clso by the developing countries.

ir. 5 JOLR (Observer for South Africa), speakking ot the invitation of

the Chairman, seicd thel, alter weighing che adventojes and Cisadveatages of

1etamines, his cowtsry heo docided o bon tho ir use in _eacral practice.
South Africon lepislotion olloved the Winitef use of amhetamine substances
(amphet hulne, weto phelto ilne and piaenpetrazine) Jor research purposes, cnd a few
specialists could also use them in special cases for cortain ©ypes of treatac-t,
subject to nrior ounthorization from the ‘inistry. Jaot lejislation hed boen in
force For some vears and the asvhetsines, as cipected, h&o. bucone more and nere
important as apnetite suppressante and stimulonts, It haod becowe necessary Lo
step up the couirol of boizphetanine, wefenorern, vhendinctrazine ond nethwlyhonidate
to the swie level cs that of Fhoseo narcotiss wiish could be lcﬁitinxtaly usod,
sucii ¢s pethidise cnd morphiuc.

S

w

With reserd to substances coming under the 1971 Comvension on Psycihotropic
Suostances, including berbiturates ond glutethinide, hs saild thet the Youth
African auchoritvies had found iV necessary to add other products such as
chlorpnentersine, diethvlpronlon nid pentazocine, potent saerliesics which had

an irportant evuse potential in South Africa.
Referring to the psrychotropic substances used in larue qu&JulbleS in eneral
medical an< psychisbric practice, he mentioned, in addition to the cla551oa1

products which were the subject of control, otlier less well~known substances which

foe
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T crivtion (nd in limited aowmts:
pinadrol, peuoline, fencomlomine eud »rolinmtens. Jith regard to Tthree of those
products, e said that certain interiactional phoarwaceutical laboratories included
active central nervous system stimulants ead autl-depressants in their vitanin
preparations, often applving an obscure nouencluture to tine iugrecdients cnd then
merieting the prodﬂct as a tonic.

could be obtained in South “frica only W nres
e

ueXurovropoxvnhene salts had becowe dncreasingly suspect in terums of drug
dependence, 2ud could be obtained in South Africa ouly by prescripiion.
Chlormezanone, a wilc muscle-relexant tran uilli'el, had become a drug of agbuse
almost overniyhte Sone porsons went so for as So vy 6 tablets of the. drug
doily. Propylhexedrine, when used as a deconjestant in inhalations, was useful
and apparently sale, but 1ta harnlessness wes open to quescion when it was
promoved as an anovexic to be talien orally. In that case, the South african
auchorities required a wrescription. Those authorities had also been surprised
o note the sudden excessive use of .wethysergide, o substance which had been used
for years to treat migraines. 7 closer examinotion of the substoice had revealed
a similerity to LSD.

In conclusion, he recom:iended that wmenvers siwould resa W0 document prepared
by Ii. Isbell aud T.IL. Chrusciel,l/ which conboined 1 echglcal data on 25% nsycho-
active drugs and herbs; those drugs were recarded os havin, a potential capacity
to produce central system stimulatioa, depression, “allucinations or distorvioas
in percepsion, thinkiaz or judgement and Yo induce drug depenaence.

L. (Observer for Selgiun), spealin: at the invitation of the
Chairman, said 't drug abuse and the excessive use of nedicanents were
constontly inereasing in Selgium. Jhile that siturtion was not os olorming as
in other countries, iv was none the less of “reot concern o the public health
authorities. They had Cthersforc uadertalen o Uhorew iﬂqvlrv into the use of
nedicines, nnd the findings were being exaniied b+ the | inistry of Public Health.
They had also carried out, with the help of all tae phg&i ias in the COUntry,
an epidemioclogical inquiry into the producis, the aounbs consumed, the age, sex
and lavel of educetion of the persouns concerned, and the couses of the abuse; the
findings of that inquiry would be processed vy cowpubter. Lastly, o third 1nau1ry
of The smaue type was currently being carrisd out awsong 8ll the nharmacists in the
countrv. The Iinal objective was to conpsre the results of thoge three inquiries
with data from vnolice records on illicit trallfic, crrests and seizures, and with
tho results of other inguiriss carried out, for exoample, in schools. On the basis
of tnose results as a whole, the Covermment would talie sveps to reduce the supnly
and demand and, consequently, the use oi drugs cnd the excessive use of i1edicines.

b/ WO, Denendence Liability of "lon~narcotic Lruys - Supplement to vol.ly)

of the Julletin ol the .orld iecith Or renization (Genevan, 1970).
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, To make those measures permenent in noiure, the Jelsian Coverizaent had
set up on information centre which »rovided all physicians, pharmacists and
dentists Wwith inlormation on wmodicaments d published a wor “hly inlormation
bulletin on probleas reloting to the uvse of tlo wedicamonts; 1t had also set up

a druj control service to which physicians ww paciiwecists provided information
on tho effects ol drug obuse or drug devendeicc., Lastly, o netional drug coatrol
bureau would shortly be officially estavlisnhed, while a projoct for jonitoring
thie consumption of drugs aud certain psychotropic substances by compubter was under
study .

As Turther ceses of the abusive use of pentazociie had beon woted, the lelgian
authorities would perhaps have to apply special controls in respect of Thal product;

he would therelore lile to have any useful information on pentazocine and on
measures boken i its rezard, It would be necessory for to study the question

seriously cnd to gjive its views, in order to avoild the possibly serious comscguences
of & lock of effective control over that substonce.

Dr. 2\ TORIR (Chile) ssid that the abusive use of drugs posed no

acute problem in Chile; it was restricted to the urbs: zenes and was found
primarily amons voun; versons. In 1974, ©75 coses had been renorted of the
abusive use of morijuana, {reguvently sssocloted with other drugs; thee figure
represented about 0.5 per cent of the population. Isolated statistics ave reason
to believe that Irom 50 to 50 ver ceat of vounp persois had used dru;s at least

ONCE.

ith regard to the trectueut and relichbilitation of odolescents, the methods
applied congisted of sudio—~visuval tests and talks with & psychiatrist or
occupntional theropist. A centre specializing in pswehiatric research offered
sroup or individual psychotherapy treatment Tor =2 poriod of cne wonth; woung
persons were sent there oy ma istrates or went ol their own accord. The most
seriously afflicted drug addicls wsre hospitalized,

s o

The meeting rose at 12.75 p.in.
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