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Letter dated 27 March 2018 from the Permanent Representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the
United Nations addressed to the President of the Security Council

I have the honour to transmit herewith a letter on behalf of the civil society
groups active in Eastern Ghouta (see annex).

I should be most grateful if you would circulate the present letter and its annex
as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Karen Pierce
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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Annex to the letter dated 27 March 2018 from the Permanent
Representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the President
of the Security Council

We address the President of the Security Council today, two weeks after the
Secretary-General last briefed the Security Council on the non-implementation of
Security Council resolution 2401 (2018) and the failure of the members of the Council
to enforce Syria’s nationwide ceasefire.

Since the Secretary-General’s briefing on Security Council resolution 2401
(2018), attacks by the Syrian regime and its ally, Russia, have intensified, particularly
in besieged Eastern Ghouta. Our partners on the ground have documented a major
increase in the targeting of civilians through the use of internationally prohibited
weapons, including cluster bombs, napalm and white phosphorus, as well as the toxic
chemical, chlorine gas. We have also documented continued forced displacement,
with tens of thousands of civilians forced into makeshift camps in the absence of any
United Nations supervision. Recently, reports have circulated of men being
interrogated and, in some cases, executed.

Resolution 2401 (2018) has gone wholly unenforced. Violations have passed
without consequence. While members of the Security Council have spoken forcefully
of the need to respect Council resolution 2401 (2018), no action has been taken to
enforce it. As a result, violations have multiplied and Russia and the Syrian regime
have continued with their plan to seize full control of Eastern Ghouta and to cleanse
the areas of all inhabitants who reject their terror and tyranny.

Today, we call on the President of the Security Council to hold an emergency
session of the Security Council in which you agree on the concrete actions needed to
enforce Security Council resolution 2401 (2018) and deter the indiscriminate use of
weapons and the deployment of prohibited weapons. If you cannot reach consensus —
and Russia insists on recklessly wielding its veto — then we appeal to members of
the Council to act in their own capacity to protect civilian lives in Syria, ensure all
movement from Eastern Ghouta is voluntary, and stop the use of prohibited weapons.
We also call for measures to protect the humanitarian aid workers and activists, who
have chosen to remain inside Eastern Ghouta, despite the absence of any guarantees
ensuring their safety.

Millions of lives will be affected by the failure of the Security Council to take
tangible action now. After Eastern Ghouta, it is clear that the Syrian regime will set its
sights on Dar‘a, Idlib and the northern countryside of Homs. The millions of civilians
in these areas are counting on the resolve and the determination of the Council to
enforce the very resolutions which Council members have adopted. Lives can still be
saved — but only if members of the Council have the will and courage to act.

Alseeraj for Development and Healthcare
Baytna Syria

Citizenship League

Dawlaty

The Day After project

Hurras Network

Joint Medical Chamber Syria

Local Administration Councils Unit

Local Development and Small Projects Support
Shaml, Syrian civil society coalition

Syrian Centre for Media and Freedom of Expression
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Syrian Network for Human Rights

Syrian Women Association

Violations Documentation Center in Syria
Women Now for Development
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