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The PRESIDENT: | declare open the 626th plenary neeting of the Conference
on Di sar manent.

At the outset | wish to extend a warm wel come, on behalf of the Conference,
to the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Chile, Hi s Excellency Dr. Edmundo
Vargas, who will be addressing us today. Dr. Vargas is a well-known jurist, a
specialist in international affairs with an outstandi ng academ ¢ background. He
is at present nmenber of the International Law Conmission, a body to which he was
recently elected, and was Secretary of the Inter-Anerican Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, a post to which he contributed his w de know edge of | aw together with
his strong commitment to individual liberties. | amsure that the Conference
will follow his statenent with particular interest.

I wish also to use this opportunity to note the presence anbng us today of
Anbassador Jayant ha Dhanapala, who is leaving the United Nations after having
been Director of UNIDIR for the past five years. He has perforned his duties in
that sensitive position in an outstanding nanner, having conbi ned his know edge
of the subject of disarmanent with his tact and conpetence as an abl e di pl onat
who knows our Conference very well, having served in it with distinction, if I
may say so. He is nowreturning to his Foreign Service and | wi sh him on
behal f of the Conference and on my own behal f, every success in his future
responsibilities. | mght also say that Anbassador Dhanaphala is an al umus of
the Australian Foreign Service training course, and | don't know whether his
subsequent di stingui shed career is because of, or in spite of, that background,
but I will let himaddress that.

As this is the first plenary neeting of the Australian presidency of the
Conference, | should now like to make an openi ng statenent.

I would like at the outset to pay tribute to the service to this Conference
of my two predecessors, Anbassador Sem chi of Al geria and Anbassador Garcia
Moritan of Argentina. Both gave exenplary denonstrations of what it neans to be

Presi dent of the Conference and to represent the interests of all its nmenbers.
I will try to emul ate the high standards of professionalism conpetence,
tol erance and nutual respect which they exhibited. | should also like to offer

a formal word of welcone to our recently arrived col | eagues, Anbassador Sir
M chael Weston of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and, and
Anbassador Yoshitonmp Tanaka of Japan

Both within and outside this Conference recent days and weeks have seen
remar kabl e devel opnents in the areas of disarmanent and arns control. |f you
permit ne, | would like to make sone brief observations. The dramatic
reductions in nuclear weapons agreed on 16 June by Presidents Bush and Yeltsin
are the | atest evidence of how profoundly our world has changed with the ending
of the cold war. This is yet another proof that disarmanment and arnms contro
have to be viewed in a totally different perspective, as Under- Secretary-Cenera
Pet rovsky rem nded us on 14 May. The nucl ear arnmns
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race, as it was so characterized, is clearly in a dowward spiral at |east as
far as the two mmj or possessors are concerned. It should result in the
consolidation of strategic stability with the transition from nultiple-warhead
to single-warhead |CMBs and the | owering of total numbers of nucl ear weapons.

I n thinking about how to structure di sarmanent di scussions, howto reform
our agenda and our menbership, we should not, in ny view, overl ook the
continui ng necessity of binding legal instrunents that are soundly based on
nmultilateral cooperation. The way in which that cooperation itself is
acconpl i shed wi Il shape the psychol ogicl environment - the ideas - with which we
wor k, and hence eventually the outconme in security and other rel ated areas.

O course even here a word of caution is necessary: the lifting of the
restraints inposed by the cold war has led to contradictory results. On the one
hand there is the wholly wel come inprovenent in relations between the United
States and Russia. This is of vital inportance to all of us because it lifts
t he nucl ear cloud that has cast its dark and nmenaci ng shadow over our world for
the past 40 years. It is truly worthwhile to note the invigorating boost and
t he opening of so many new possibilities that are provided by the cut-back in
nucl ear weapons and the ending of the cold war.

But even as, rightly, we celebrate this inprovenent in internationa
rel ati ons, we cannot but be struck by the grimfact that ancient conflicts are
forcing their way back on to our consciousness. The era of ideol ogica
conpetition nay be over, but its ending appears to have unl eashed in many
regions ethnic, religious and social fernent. The econonic disparities between
nati ons are expandi ng not reducing, and as Anbassador Zahran reni nded us | ast
week, new and gl obal issues are demanding the attention of senior decision
nmakers.

In this world of increasing conplexity, challenges to security may, for
many countries, be increasing. And these challenges will be harder to handl e
because of the lingering after-effects of the cold war: the continuation of
certain regional tensions; the excessive distribution of conventional arns; the
decision of a few to acquire weapons of mass destruction

In this new world, the Conference on Di sarmanent should play a useful role.
It should negotiate new instruments to create and enbody norns of behavi our that
lead to greater security at lower levels of armanments. It should
institutionalize that nultilateral cooperation to which | referred by producing
agreenments that would be practical instrunents of inter-State cooperation and
enhanced security. It should be characterized by flexible and creative
approaches to arns control and di sarmanent. Wether it will indeed play such a
role is the challenge for us in this Conference. It would be a fatefu
i ndi cator of the prospects for international cooperation for instance if the CAC
cannot be successfully adopted in our next session
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But conversely, if we are indeed able, while respecting our differences and
subordi nati ng our maxi mum wi shes, to reach a |l evel of nutual tolerance that
provides us with a concrete result in the formof a CAC, we will have sound
reason to be optimstic about our capacity to nmake other wi se judgenents. W
will send a signal that the Conference on Disarmanent has a role to play in the
new envi ronnment in which we find ourselves.

In this regard | should like to recall just how conplex and demandi ng the

task is of concluding the chem cal weapons convention. As you know, | have had
t he opportunity of representing ny Governnment in a nunber of bilateral and

regi onal consultations about the CAC. In every case, ny interlocutors have been
struck by the ambition of the enterprise here: its technical conmplexity and

political sensitivity. This agreenent has been in gestation for so |ong

preci sely because it is difficult to achieve the conbination of politica

| eadershi p, industrial support and bureaucratic acceptance that is needed across
so many countries and by so many interested individuals and groups.

Yet for all that, we are alnmost there. Six and a half decades after our
predecessors coul d agree on a one-page Protocol banning, in effect, the first
use of chenical weapons, we are on the verge of conpleting that job, naking the
ban conprehensive, providing for its verification and enhancing our security by
this formof cooperation. There may indeed be sone costs in inplenmenting the
conplex text, as the Iranian Foreign Mnister, M. Velayati, frankly rem nded us
| ast week, and we should not ignore those costs. But there will also be the
benefits of inproved security and an equal conmmercial basis for trade in
rel evant chemicals. On balance it will be a good deal, and we will all be
better off with this treaty than we would be without it.

In this connection | am pleased to report to the Conference on D sarmanment
on the results of a neeting of South-East Asia and South Pacific States held in
Sydney over |ast week-end earlier this week. Twenty-four regional States net
for the fourth nmeeting of the Chenical Wapons Regional Initiative | aunched by
the Australian Prime Mnister in 1988 to consider how to prepare for the
i mpl ement ati on of the chenical weapons convention. At the conclusion of the
sem nar a statement was issued, and | have asked the secretariat to distribute
it as a docunent of this Conference. |In that statenment all participants noted
that their countries were not producers of chenical weapons and had no intention
of devel opi ng, stockpiling, deploying or using such weapons. They confirmed
that their Governnents were giving favourabl e consideration to the call by the
United Nations Ceneral Assenbly for all States to conmit thenselves to becom ng
original States parties to the chem cal weapons convention. |In preparation for
signature of the convention, and as a confidence-buil ding exercise in the
region, participants recommended that their Governnments exchange statements
cont ai ni ng such decl arati ons on chem cal -weapons-rel evant matters as will be
requi red under the chemi cal weapons convention and as provided for in
WP. 400/ Rev. 1.
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Because of our dialogue with our regional partners Australia is conscious
of the demands which the CAC will place on devel oping countries, particularly
those small States with limted bureaucratic and adninistrative resources. W
stand ready to assist our regional colleagues in devel oping their know edge and
under standi ng of the convention and in devel opi ng appropriate |egislative and
admini strative responses in order to discharge their obligations effectively.
Australia' s Foreign Mnister, Senator Evans, has said to our nei ghbours that
costs al one should not be a reason for any regional State to deci de agai nst
participation in the Convention

For the imredi ate future, of course, we have specific tasks. W now have,
thanks to the great work of Ambassador von Wagner and his team a draft chenica
weapons convention. W wll need to consider it together during the com ng
i nter-sessional period and then exchange views about it on our resunption of
formal neetings on 20 July. W have had yesterday, and will have |ater today
and tonmorrow, the opportunity to hear Anbassador von WAgner explain the contents
and the balance of his draft. W are going to have to cone to grips with sone
difficult choices, putting aside what any individual State mght prefer in the
interests of the collective good. There is no doubt that we are now at one of
t hose points where individuals, international institutions and nationa
Governnents have to find conmon ground even if sonme pain is involved.

In this respect Senator Evans commented earlier today, and | quote him

"While WP.400/Rev.1 is not in every respect our preferred outconme, ... that is
the nature of any conpromise text. Everyone will have to give up some of their
i deal positions. Wiile reserving final judgenment, | believe that this text wll

be effective in providing a convention which dramatically advances the cause of
gl obal di sarmanent. The world comunity nust seize this opportunity. No one
will claimthat the nost conplex and instrusive international instrunent ever
established, and the CWconvention will be just that, is going to be perfect.
But it can and will provide practical means, for the first tine ever, for the

i nternational community to prevent the production, acquisition, stockpiling and
use of chem cal weapons." That concl udes ny statenent.

| would like to recall that today, imediately follow ng the plenary
neeting, the Conference will hold an infornmal neeting on the substance of agenda
item3, entitled "Prevention of nuclear war, including all related matters".

I have on ny list of speakers for this neeting the representatives of
Chile, Canada, Finland and Myanmar. | now give the floor to Hi s Excellency the
Under - Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Chile, Dr. Ednundo Vargas.
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M. VARGAS (Chile) (translated from Spanish): M. President, it is a great
honour for me to address this neeting of the Conference on Disarmanent at a tine

when you are taking up the post of president of this inmportant body on behal f of
Australia, with which we share an active presence in the Pacific Ccean, which we
wi sh to convert into a genuine area of peace and cooperation. | also wish to
pay tribute to the effective work acconplished by your predecessor, Anbassador
Garcia Moritéan of Argentina, a country to which we are bound by so many very

cl ose ties.

The Conference has been, and will continue to be, the sole forumfor
negotiations on disarmanent. |In it, treaties have been prepared that represent
very significant contributions to the concept of global security. After the
di scouragi ng | ack of progress of recent years, a whol e catal ogue of
opportunities has arisen to nake progress resolutely towards liniting
conventional weapons, banni ng weapons of nass destruction and strengthening
conprehensive security. The shape of the world scenario has undergone narked
change: the collapse of the walls that oppressed and divided, the virtua
di sappearance of the blocs, the incipient emergence of a new order whose scope
and favourabl e repercussions are not yet clearly perceived by devel opi ng
nati ons. Yet the enornous spiral of expenditure on the arns race, the
deterioration of the environment and cruel and acute social tensions persist,
whi l e new et hnic and national conflicts arise. As the |late Chil ean Anbassador
and political |eader, Radomiro Tom c, said at the 1991 session of the Conference
on Di sarmanent, "The contradictions between the |onging for peace eagerly shared
by manki nd and the i nsane pace of the arns build-up - $2 million every mnute! -
and the Dbl ood-stained use of weapons on an increasingly threatening scal e,
particularly in the last 50 years, fromthe franework w thin which our
del i berations on di sarmanent are taking place.” Fromthe very nonent when those
words were uttered, we have witnessed events that are major |andmarks al ong the
path towards a new concept of security, conceived as a shared val ue and one that
is constantly expandi ng.

First of all, agreements arduously reached have been fully inplenmented.
The 1987 Treaty on the elimnation of internediate-range missiles, which set
1991 as the deadline for the total elimination of one category of nucl ear
weapons, has been fully observed. Ohers have hel ped stimul ate broader
negotiations in the nultilateral area, as with the 1990 agreenent between the
United States and the former Soviet Union that laid down a tinetable for the
destruction of chemical weapons.

Second, the negotiations that culmnated in the Treaty on strategic arns
reductions (START), which brought about an al nbost unprecedented reduction in
i ntercontinental nuclear delivery systens, were endorsed and confirmed by the
Li sbon Protocol and subsequently received an even nore decisive inpetus with the
recent agreenent between Presidents Bush and Yeltsin on the pursuit of nuclear
di sarmanent in accordance with paraneters which would have been uni nagi nabl e
even for experts until just recently.
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Third, the extraordinary progress in the area of European security based on
the Treaty on conventional forces and the changes that have occurred in the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which, as it incorporates ever
nore fully the values that are shared by all its nmenber States, is going to
occupy an ever nore preponderant role in the international equilibrium

Fourth, a revaluation of denucl earized zones, becom ng particularly obvious
starting with the reunification of Germany, the policy of the Central European
States and the decision by Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukrai ne to becomne
non- nucl ear - weapon States; the decision taken by the Council of Mnisters of the
Organi zation of African Unity last May and the initiative taken by President
Mubar ak of Egypt on the M ddl e East scene.

Fifth, a trend that can be seen through the statistics published by the
St ockhol m I nternati onal Peace Research Institute on the international arns
trade, which shows that both the change in the international clinmate and the
success of certain negotiations on disarmanent, together with financia
restrictions, have led to fewer opportunities for arns production and increased
pressure for the conversion of the arnms industry. |In this connection, we attach
particul ar inportance to the international register of arms transfers, the
creation of which has been approved by the CGeneral Assenbly, and which in this
Conf erence has been translated into the establishnent of a specific ad hoc
conmmittee for this subject.

Sixth and last, | would not wish to onit nmentioning that in the Latin
Ameri can context very major steps have been taken in this area, such as the
proposal by Chile, Argentina and Brazil to revitalize the Treaty of Tlatelolco
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Wapons and the Mendoza Agreenent, entered into
by the same three countries, establishing a total and absol ute ban on chem ca
and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

In order for these trends to becone a broad and irreversible process in
efforts to secure di sarmanent, security and peace, it is essential to have both
a clear idea of the targets that can realistically be aimed for and also a firm
political will and a strategy appropriate to these ends. Frankly, | mnust say
that at present we are noting with m sgivings the lack of positive results, the
nmechani cal repetition of resolutions w thout any visible foll owup, and the
purely theoretical fornulation of many itens that, because they |ink di sarmanent
to human rights and the devel opment of justice and international cooperation,
are crucial. Yet this has not led to a genuine nodification of the threats to
i nternational security. The destructive role still being played by regiona
conflicts, the desperate econom c energencies in a nunber of regions of the
world, including the situation in many African countries in which the emergency
has becone a permanent reality; the justified concern of the island countries of
the Pacific at the effects of global warm ng; the unlimted cruelty of the
hostilities that are taking place in forner Yugoslavia; the persistence of the
M ddl e East problem which urgently calls for a just and conprehensive sol ution
and the difficulties facing the
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nations with econonmies in transition that, freed fromthe yoke of
centralization, are seeking both a return to their own identity and their
necessary insertion into the international comunity. In this context it is
essential to define the major priorities clearly. In this regard, we think that
the present agenda and the procedures of the Conference on Di sarnmanent urgently
need to be brought into line with the newtines follow ng the end of the cold
war, so that they really grapple with questions of vital inportance for the
enhancenent of world security and stability.

Apart fromthe broad issue of general disarmanent, | wi sh to underscore, as
subj ects of special urgency, the total cessation of nucl ear-weapon tests, what
are known as security assurances for non-nuclear States, the total prohibition
of chem cal weapons, the protection of outer space and the itemthat is being
anal ysed by the Di sarmanent Conmission relating to the role of science and
technology in the context of international security, disarmanment and ot her
related fields.

The first priority is the approval of the convention that will ban chem ca
weapons once and for all. The Mendoza Agreenent signed by my country along with
Argentina and Brazil, to which | referred earlier, which has received major
support fromother Latin American countries in the region, offers further
testinmony of our will for peace. W wish to be anong the first to sign the
future convention on chem cal weapons and to play an active role inits
executive council, which nust be formed with a feeling for regional balance and
efficiency. W also think that the foll ow up machi nery and confi dence-buil di ng
nmeasures provided for in the draft that was subnmitted by the Chairman of the Ad
Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons this week will constitute a decisive step in
the revitalization of this very inportant body. |In this connection, the efforts
and the efficient work carried out by Anbassasdor von Wagner of Germany in
di scharging his function as Chairman of the aforesaid Conmittee deserve all the
praise ny country can offer. M Government will give very careful consideration
to the draft, but as of now !l can tell you that once these negotiations have
been conpl eted, crowning with success 24 years of illusions, ideals and efforts,
Chile will be pleased to offer to host a regional seninar to provide information
about the salient features of this agreenment, particularly its verification and
i nspection machi nery, so that countries are in a better position to inplenent
this inportant convention

Let us also recall that the cessation of nuclear testing was proposed for
the first time in 1954 by the then Prine M nister Jawaharlal Nehru of India.
Since then, najor efforts have been nade in the United Nations, in the Geneva
Conmittee on Disarmanent, in PTBT review Conference and at the third and fourth
NPT revi ew conferences. Never has a neasure limting nuclear weapons been the
obj ect of so much dedication for so long and with so nmuch persistence. It is
our hope that the voluntary noratorium announced by Russia and France will
become a permanent reality and that soon a treaty on a conplete nuclear test ban
can be agreed which will be the expression of a genuine and universal reginme of
non-proliferation.
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The question of security assurances, which was considered during the NPT
review conference, led to the five States that have adnmitted to possessing
nucl ear weapons denonstrating their readiness to reaffirmtheir previous
uni |l ateral declarations on the non-use of such weapons agai nst
non- nucl ear - weapons States parties to the non-proliferation Treaty. However,
that statenment was then considered insufficient. This fragile situation pronpts
the foll owing thoughts on our part: in Latin Arerica we have the good fortune
to have managed to get these five States to sign Protocol Il to the Treaty of
Tl atel ol co, converting into a legally binding conmtnent that which in other
regions is only a declaration of intent. Wy not do the same with the Protoco
to the Treaty of Rarotonga? Chile, as a Pacific country, calls on the nuclear
Powers to confirmthese negative assurances, which are also valid for the
Antarctic and the Pacific Ccean, but which are of course valid also for the
whol e of man's universe.

In the past, there was a justified concern to avoid any nilitary-type
depl oyments in outer space. Today there is an equally justified concern about
security in space. It has been calculated that there are at present
approxi nately 6,500 space objects in orbit around the Earth which together weigh
2 mllion kilograns. But only about 6 per cent of themare really functiona
satellites, with the remainder falling into the category of space debris. In
the face of other challenges, the question of space debris, within the broader
concept of peaceful, secure and non-polluted outer space, does not have the sane
urgency as the above problens, but the international community included it in a
somewhat sel ective way in the resolution adopted by the United Nations Cenera
Assenbly at its |ast session on the peaceful uses of outer space.

I have left to the end an aspect which is certainly not the last in terns
of priorities, but it is the nost conplex one in the quest for a solution: the
rol e of science and technology in disarmanment, security and devel opment. W
have observed with interest the recent events in the framework of the
t echnol ogi cal devel oprment of weapons systens and the efforts that groups of
countries are making to control the spread of nuclear technol ogies, dua
technol ogi es and ballistic mssiles, through the "London C ub" of nuclear
suppliers, the Mssile Technol ogy Control Regine and also the group of the five
maj or weapons exporters. W note that any regine for technology control is
fragile and transitory by nature. Yet the progress of science and technol ogy is
an irresistible process that cannot be halted through treaties, agreenents or
national |egislation.

The efforts that | have referred to are | audable, but they should be guided
into nultilateral channels. There will indeed be proliferation of nuclear
weapons unl ess tests stop and all atomi c arsenals are gradually disarned. |If
progress is made towards their total prohibition, by nmeans of regiona
agreenments that would culmnate in a multilateral convention simlar to the one
whi ch seeks to prohibit chenical weapons, the objective of ending mssile
proliferation will have been attai ned.
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Technol ogi cal devel oprent is closely connected with two ot her najor
concerns of mankind: the conversion of the arns industries, which presents
enornous difficulties of all kinds, especially for the protection of the
envi ronnent, as has been seen in the negotiations on chemnical weapons. Another
concern, which has been included, like the previous ones, in the chapter on the
devel opnent of legal instruments in the United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel opnent's Agenda 21, has to do with nuclear safety, which is seriously
t hreatened by the obsol escence of nuclear plants, the dunping of nucl ear waste
in the oceans and the inproper nanagenent of such waste. The debate on
conversion runs the risk of being too theoretical. An interesting key is to be
found in the prospect of the environmental applications of nilitary
technol ogi es, as dealt with by the General Assenbly in resolution 44/228. |In
Chile, the Mnister of Defence, Dr. Patricio Rojas, scheduled a sem nar which
of fered an opportunity to | earn how defence agenci es had conpil ed val uabl e data
on oceans, marine ice, the Antarctic, atnospheric pollution, natural resources,

t he atnosphere, hydrol ogi cal systens, soils, various ecosystens and ot her

envi ronnent al processes. The relationship between the environnent and military
technol ogi es was al so of interest to the R o conference that urged continuation
of work to enhance protection of the environnment fromany nmass attenpts to cause
destruction on a large scale in tines of arned conflict. Chile is taking the
necessary steps to accede to the 1977 Convention on environnmental nodification
techni ques, and is also prepared to participate in efforts to broaden the Ceneva
protocol s and conventions on international humanitarian lawin order to nmitigate
the inpact of mlitary activities on the environnment.

Chile wants a planet that is free of weapons of mass destruction, nuclear
waste and toxic residues. On the initiative of ny country, the Madrid Protoco
to the Antarctic Treaty designates Antarctica as an area devoted to peace and
science. In the 200 mles of Chile's exclusive economc zone, as well as that
of the other countries of the South Pacific system (Peru, Col onbia, Ecuador and
Panama), the dunping of nuclear and toxic wastes is absolutely banned. W took
pains to uphold this sane position at the R o Conference on Environnment and
Devel oprment. The initiative that we took together with Argentina and Brazil to
strengthen the Treaty of Tlatelolco has been defined as a technical one, to
noderni ze and adapt this extrenely inportant instrument without altering its

political integrity. |If this objective is reached, Latin Arerica will have nade
a very special contribution to the cause of non-proliferation through the
devel opnent of safeguards and, above all, of the system of special inspections.

The Treaty contains a provision which is a dead |etter because of the lack of a
procedure for organization and inplenentation, and of a corps of suitable

i nspectors. The new rul es that have been proposed hand this task over to the
International Atom c Energy Agency, but at the same tinme give it a nandate that
goes beyond the limtations of the present safeguard agreenments of the Vienna
Agency enable it to cope with the chall enge of possible violations of the NPT,
Rar ot onga or Tl atel ol co, which up to now have had no realistic machinery for
sancti ons.
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A clear horizon, a protected environment, sustainable devel opment founded
on solidarity, outline the sources of our aspirations. But they inply follow ng
a new path, traced within a nodulus of international cooperation, capable of
creating greater rationality in the entire spectrumof inter-State relations and
di spel ling any possible threat scenarios. In order to nmake progress in this
direction, there are certain essential principles to guide us. The first of
themis that because of its universal nature, the United Nations is the nost
appropriate and, to a certain extent, the only appropriate place to forge a
consensus on the najor problens of security and disarmanment. However, no
initiative can be pursued properly if there is no change in the rigid procedures
of United Nations bodies and this Conference of D sarmanent, which are
insufficiently denocratic and representative. W can hardly speak of a new
wor |l d order when the bodies entrusted with instituting it have no nandate and
sone of the subject-matter is dealt with in the secrecy of inform
consul tations. The subject of the expansion of the Conference brooks no further
delay and nmy country, like others, has the legitimate right to beconme a ful
nmenber of this body.

Anot her basic principle is related to the nodern concept of security, which
links it firmy to devel opnent, the eradication of poverty and the elimnation
of international tensions. In this connection, as a |legal expert, | attach
great inportance to renunciation of the use of force, systens of peacefu
settl enent, peace-keeping operations and conpliance with treaties and ot her
international commitnments. It is also necessary to appreciate the evol ution of
the strategic doctrine which |eads us to the | evel of reasonable sufficiency for
def ence, conceived in the way which is nost in keeping with the materia
capabilities and human resources of each nation

This last argunent is founded on the conviction that the new international
order should be preceded by the preparation, at the regional level, of a set of
neasures that woul d increase confidence anong all the nmenbers of each society.
To this end, Chile wi shes to propose that the possibility of convening in the
near future a regional conference on nutual confidence-building and
security-building neasures should be studied in Latin Anerica. Transparency in
identification, analysis and decision-nmaki ng when faced with shared
opportunities; the strength provided by shared values in the defence of human
rights and stability in denocratic coexistence; and the shared perception by al
the CGovernnents of the region that Latin Anerica, true to its tradition and
destiny, nust make its own irreplaceable contribution to the establishnent of
new structures, new practices and a new formof civilization which is being
reborn after decades of suffering and adversity.

The PRESIDENT: | thank Hi s Excellency the Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of Chile for his statenment and the kind words he addressed to the Chair.
I now give the floor to the representative of Canada, M. Robertson.
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M. ROBERTSON (Canada): M. President, since this will be the first
Canadi an i ntervention since your assunption of the presidency, |let ne begin by
expressing our pleasure that, at a really crucial phase of the work of the CD
we will be guided by sonmeone of such proven skill and conpetence. Your termin
office will see us through virtually the final phase of the CAC negotiations as
wel | as the production of the major elenments of our report to the forty-seventh
session of the United Nations General Assenbly - the technical part and the
reports of the ad hoc committees, special coordinators, etc. Australia has
al ready played a key role in the OAC process, not only in the past but earlier
this year in pushing forward our work on the COAC through the tabling by Senator
Evans of your nodel text, and also for exanple in Ron Morris' work on article Vi
verification and your own recent efforts as noderator. W in the Canadi an
del egation are confident that you will provide the determi ned | eadership
requi red during the conming key weeks of our work. | would also like to take
this opportunity to express our thanks and appreciation for the contributions of
your two i mmedi ate predecessors, Anbassadors Semichi of Al geria and Garcia
Moritan of Argentina. Finally, | would like to say a special farewell to our
departing col | eagues, Anbassadors Rasaputram of Sri Lanka and Cal ovski of
Yugosl avia, and to ny friend Jayant ha Dhanapala, with all of whomwe in our
del egati on have had such excellent relations.

Clearly the achievenent by the close of our work this year of an effective
CW convention nust continue to be our main collective priority. Canada' s own
conmitment to that goal has been nade perfectly clear already, through our
| ong-standi ng and ongoi ng participation in the work of the ad hoc conmittee and
its various subgroups, so ably and dynami cally | ed by Anbassador von Wagner
Today, however, | amnot going to speak about our work on the CAC. Instead, |
shal | focus on another equally, indeed possibly even nore, inportant issue:
t hat of nucl ear weapons, the dangers of their proliferation, and the need for a
nucl ear test ban. |In addressing these issues today | do so in the ironic
context of the fact that, even as the second phase of our 1992 CD session draws
toits close, it has not yet been possible for us to reach agreenent on setting
up an ad hoc commttee on this agenda item

Just over a nmonth ago, on 21 May, the Canadian Prime Mnister, the R ght
Honour abl e Brian Mil roney, delivered a conmencenent address to the graduating
class of Johns Hopkins University in Baltinore, Maryland. He used that occasion
to outline a new seven-point plan for the prevention of the proliferation of
nucl ear weapons and it is the essentials of that plan that | nowintend to share
with you.

Noti ng that the defeat of comruni sm had opened the door to denpcracy but
that it had al so brought econonic hardship to sone 425 million peopl e throughout
Central and Eastern Europe, M. Milroney stated that in Canada we synpat hi zed
with the magnitude of the chall enge that President Yeltsin, President Kravchuk
and others are struggling with as they try to lead their nations into denocracy
and econom ¢ reform simultaneously. He expressed the view that the overal
Western response to these needs had so far at best been hesitant but that Canada
had itself been active. To the end of 1991, Canada,
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with a relatively snmall popul ation only approaching 28 mllion, had al ready

di sbursed over $1.6 billion in credits and aid to the former Soviet Union, the
second hi ghest per capita assistance of the G 7, exceeded only by that of
Germany. In 1992, Canada was providng an anount approaching a further billion
dollars, for a total of alnmpbst $2.5 billion in Canadi an assistance. To pronpte

exports by the countries of the forner Soviet Union, Canada had gone beyond
nost-favoured-nation tariff levels and was granting preferential tariff
treatnent as low as zero tariffs in sone categories.

The Prime Mnister, however, also highlighted the fact that the
distintegration of the Soviet Union had also raised the om nous spectre of
ethnic conflict and of possible econonic collapse. He considered that these
factors, taken together, had also seriously multiplied the dangers of nucl ear
proliferation.

Noti ng the nagnitude of the econom c problens Russia and the other States
of the CS now face, he suggested that the potential for ethnic conflict was an
urgent, potentially dangerous problemfor everyone, especially considering that
sone 25 nmillion ethnic Russians live now as mnorities in the newy independent
countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia, that many borders there are in
di spute, that the econony of the former Soviet Union had shrunk by 17 per cent
| ast year and that in Russia it will fall back a further 15 or even 20 per cent

this year. There was as well, he noted, religious fernent, ethnic hatreds that
have boil ed over and still a sonmewhat uneasy relationship between Kiev and
Moscow. |In our Prine Mnister's viewthe greatest single threat to world peace

today now cones potentially fromthe thousands of nucl ear weapons stored in

t hese suddently inpoverished and politically volatile countries of the fornmer
Soviet Union. Vast amounts of nucl ear-weapons-grade pl utoni um and enriched
urani um are now stockpiled there. |[If one couples these facts with the nuclear
anbitions of a fewinternational pariah States, to use his words, the dangers
are unm stakabl e. Canadi ans and peopl e everywhere had appl auded the earlier
far-reachi ng nucl ear weapons reducti on noves by President Bush and President
Yeltsin. |In Canada's view it was urgent that the START cuts agreed upon in July
1991 be ratified and inpl enented as soon as possible, which is why we were al so
very pleased by the progress nade on strategi c weapons issues by President Bush
in his recent neetings with President Kravchuk of the Ukraine and President
Nazar bayev of Kazakhstan. Last week's agreenent between Presidents Bush and

Yel sin on even deeper cuts in nuclear weapons arsenals was of such extraordinary
significance that it virtually overshadowed anot her very inportant announcenent,
that of 15 June by the British Mnister of Defence, MalcolmR fkind, of the

unil ateral decision of the Government of the United Kingdomto reduce, and in
sone instances entirely elinmnate, naval and maritine air tactical nuclear
weapons. | ampleased to note that that statement has just been circulated as a
CD docunent .
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Whi | e Canada heartily wel cones these noves, even deeper cuts in nuclear
arsenal s, by all the nucl ear-weapons Powers, to the | owest possible |eve
consistent with effective nuclear deterrence, are in our viewstill called for
W believe this would nake good security and al so economic sense for al
concerned, including the United States, which M. Milroney, in his statenent,
had suggested no doubt could find places at hone to spend any eventual savings
that m ght accrue from such cuts.

The Prime Mnister then went on to state that Canada woul d be prepared to
join in an international programre to assist the countries of the former Sovi et
Union in the destruction of nuclear weapons. W regarded the reduction of
super - Power weapons stockpiles as vital for its own sake and as crucial to the
prevention of the proliferation of nuclear-weapons States. Nothing is nore
i mportant in Canada's view than the prevention of such nuclear proliferation
There is no roomat all for slippage on this issue. To give substance to this
concern, Prine Mnister Milroney then outlined several inportant steps he
suggested the world conmunity should take to make sure such proliferation does
not happen. These steps were as foll ows.

First, it is inperative that the nuclear non-proliferation Treaty reginme be
strengt hened when the Treaty comes up for reviewin 1995. All countries nust
accede to it. And it nust be extended indefinitely. To that end the Prime
M nister stated that, as part of an effective international effort - | repeat,
as part of an effective international effort - Canada would be prepared to
termnate all of its economic cooperation programes, including aid and tariff
preferences, with any country, including the new republics of the forner Sovi et
Uni on, that underm nes the non-proliferation Treaty, through action or inaction

Second, nucl ear cheating nust be stopped. To stop the cheating, the
mandat e of the International Atom c Energy Agency nust be strengthened and its
resources increased. The budget of IAEA is currently sone $180 mllion per
year, or about half the cost of one B-1 bonber. Canada will support giving | AEA
the teeth - the authority and the resources - to inspect any country at any
time. We will also support United Nations Security Council action to force
conpliance with international rules, as is currently being done with respect to
I ragqg.

Third, controls nust be tightened on the export of nuclear weapons
t echnol ogi es.

Fourth, the sale of nuclear brainpower to pariah States wi shing to devel op
or strengthen their nuclear weapons potential nust be stopped. It is extrenely
dangerous to world peace when highly skilled nuclear scientists, who in Russia
now earn literally | ess than garbage collectors in the West, are likely to be
driven by econonic hardship to accept offers to work in rogue countries with the
purpose of assisting themin putting together a nuclear weapons capability. The
creation, under United States | eadership, of
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i nternational science and technol ogy centres in the countries of the former
Soviet Union to enploy nuclear scientists and engineers is, therefore, in our
view wise and tinely. Canada is prepared to help lead in the funding and
financing of such a centre in Kiev.

Fifth, security cooperation nust be strengthened regionally so as to reduce
t he underlying causes of tension, particularly in global hot spots such as the
I ndi an subcontinent, the Korean peninsula and in the M ddl e East.

Sixth, the basic bargain inplicit in the non-proliferation Treaty is a
conmitment of the nucl ear Powers to reduce nucl ear weapons in return for a
conmitment by the non-nucl ear Powers not to acquire any such weapons. The 1995
revi ew conference nust confirmthat bargain. To pave the way, our Prine
M ni ster suggested that it would be reasonable for all nucl ear-weapons States to
agree now on a noratoriumon testing these weapons. |n his view France deserved
full marks for its unilateral noratorium announced in April.

Seventh and finally, it would al so be reasonable for those States which
have acquired nucl ear weapons to give assurances to all those countries,
i ncl udi ng Canada, which have signed the non-proliferation Treaty as
non- nucl ear - weapons States, that such weapons will never be used agai nst them

If progress could be nade on these seven points, said M. Milroney, that
woul d give to all of us a nmuch safer and better world.

In sone respects these seven new proposals do no nore than refl ect
| ong- st andi ng Canadi an policies in the nuclear non-proliferation field. In
ot her aspects, however, they go rmuch further than we have in the past. They are
the mani festation of our real and serious concerns and the denonstration of a
solid comitnment by Canada to try to resolve those concerns, concerns which

surely alnost all of us who participate in the work of the CD nust share. It is
our hope that, with the support of like-mnded countries fromall regions of the
world, it will indeed prove possible to nake progress in an area, the prevention

of nuclear proliferation, which threatens all of us, nuclear and non-nucl ear
States alike.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Canada for his statenment and
the kind words he addressed to the Chair. | now give the floor to the
representative of Finland, Dr. Rautio

Ms. RAUTIO (Finland): M. President, the del egation of Finland associates
itself with the words of pleasure expressed by the previous speakers to you
Sir, when you today assumed the presidency of this Conference.

| have asked for the floor to introduce the |atest "blue book" which has
been circul ated as a CD docunent (CO¥ 1155). The "blue book" of the year is a
joint report of |aboratories which participated in the third round-robin test.
In nmy presentation today, | will mainly deal with the conclusions of the test
that are of nore general interest than the anal ytical details.
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The third round-robin test conprised two parts, an anal ytical |aboratory
exercise and a witten study. The |laboratory exercise sinulated the kind of
anal yses that will be carried out in accredited |aboratories under the future
convention. The Netherlands undertook to prepare the sanples. As sanples in
the future will have to be sent to accredited |aboratories, a witten study on
procedures for sanpling, sanple preservation, packagi ng, coding, nmethods to
guarantee sanple integrity, transportation, and storage in |aboratories was
carried out as the second part of the third round-robin test. Both the
anal ytical test and the witten study on sanpling and transportation were
coordi nated by Finl and.

The aim of the | aboratory exercise was to anal yse and unanbi guously
identify schedul ed compounds and related materials in three matrices: concrete,
pai nt and rubber, associated with the inspection of a mlitary facility. In
addition, |aboratories would report on the methods enpl oyed for anal ysis of
t hese sanples and the criteria and instrunmental nethods used for the
identification and confirmation of the chenicals of interest. Only chenicals
bel ongi ng to schedul es 1-3 and any rel ated chemnicals for which agreed-upon
identification criteria were met were to be reported to the coordinating
| aboratory.

The aimof the witten study was to collect experiences and views of the
participating |aboratories on the aspects of sanpling and transportation of
sanpl es. These topics are extrenely inportant for the whole verification
procedur e.

The three sanple matrices were spiked with chenmicals belonging to the
nmustard famly, agents and their degradation products. Chemnical background was
added to the sanples to sinmulate a realistic situation in nmlitary facilities
The sanpl es enphasi zed very well the difficulties involved in the identification
of trace levels of chemicals in sanples with high cheni cal background.

The | aboratories knew that the sanples were to simnmulate those collected at
amlitary facility, but regretted the lack of identification of the blank
sanples. This time the identification of blanks had been left to the
| aboratories, and this precluded their use for testing the recoveries of
identified chemicals. On the other hand, the detection of schedul ed chemicals
in the blanks served to underline the inportance of including unidentified
bl anks anmpbng the sanples to test for cross-contam nation. |nclusion of
uni dentified bl anks anbng the sanples to be delivered to | aboratories by the
techni cal secretariat has now been added to the recomrended procedures for
handl i ng background and control sanpl es.

In this test three | aboratories were able to use only one spectronetric
technique, and this nmeans that their results do not nmeet the criteria for
unamnbi guous identification
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Sone | aboratories reported nustard degradati on products whi ch were not
unanbi guously identified. This can be considered acceptable as long as the
parent schedul e 1 conpounds, mnustard or its derivatives, were unanbi guously

identified. |If only degradation products are found, however, their
i dentification nust be unanbi guous. Degradation products are of |ess value for
verification than the parent compounds. |In this test, reporting of degradation

products was considered inportant since as yet there is no conprehensive list of
all degradation products relevant to the future convention

The third round-robin al so underlined the inportance of thorough di scussons
anong the experts within a laboratory. Not even three spectronetric techni ques
are reliable enough if the results are not drawn together for fina
identification of relevant conpounds. One senior person should be responsible
for checking the consistency of the results obtained with each techni que and for
accepting the final report. |In the course of the work, the senior person could
al so ask for nore experinments to clarify anbiguities between results obtained by
di fferent nethods.

Stringent quality control and quality assurance progranmes wll be
extrenmely inportant for the future accredited | aboratories. Quality contro
procedures will be required to allow the | aboratories to assure the technica

secretariat of the accountability and traceability of data. The quality of the
reported mass spectronetric data underlined the need for guidelines for data
recordi ng and quality control

In addition to controlling the quality of instrunental methods, it is very
i mportant to control the quality of the whole anal ytical procedure, including
sanpl e preparation. Testing of sanple preparation nethods would reveal any
cross-contamnation in the laboratory. Correct interpretation of the analytica
results is inportant, as denonstrated by the detection of nustard in sanples
contai ning thiodiglycol after their treatnent with clorinating agent.

For the first tine, false identifications of schedule 1 chenicals were made
in the round-robin tests. The reasons for the errors differed for the different
conpounds and | aboratories. For VX and BZ the nmass spectra were of poor
quality, and although they showed sone points in comon with the reference
spectra of pure VX and BZ, the fit was very poor. Only one spectronetric nethod
was used for identification.

Mustard was erroneously identified by three |aboratories in concrete
sanples. One |aboratory reported nustard on the basis of retention data,
al t hough no mass spectrometric confirmati on was obtai ned. Another |aboratory
had probably added chlorinating agent to the sanples, resulting in the
conversion of thiodiglycol to nustard. For the third |aboratory the reason is
not clear.
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Det ecti on of al kyl nethyl phosphonates and thiodi glycol at trace level in
many of the bl anks and spi ked sanpl es points out the danger of
cross-contamnation in the laboratory. One |aboratory unanbi guously identified
nmet hyl phosphoni ¢ aci d and net hyl met hyl phosphonate in the bl ank concrete sanple.
Cross-contamination in the |laboratory was elimninated by checking all solvents,
reagents and gl assware. Methyl nmethyl phosphonate was not present in the
| aboratory as a reference conpound. The origin of the chenmicals in the blank
remai ned uncl ear.

The anal ytical part of the "rolling text" of reconmmended operating
procedures was enl arged by several new nethods. New procedures were conpil ed
for tasks related to the witten study on sanpling and transportation of
sanples. Sonme of these new procedures incited considerabl e di scussion between
the | aboratories, and conpronises, for exanple, in sanpling procedures, have
been nade for practical reasons. The new procedures should help the future
technical secretariat in the planning of its first inspections.

Round-robin 3 reveal ed the need of the future technical secretariat for
many accredited | aboratories. Laboratories may not be avail able for anal yses at
all times. Down time for equipnent failure or installation of new units,
si ckness or departure of key scientists, and too tight a work schedule - al
these are normal occurrences in analytical |aboratories. A network of
| aboratories woul d enabl e the technical secretariat to select for a particular
task those | aboratories that can performthe task reliably and quickly.

This test al so showed the necessity for an accreditation process. New
| aboratories should be accredited only after their performance has been tested
and approved. Laboratories nust be equipped with instrunments allow ng
unamnbi guous identification, skilled analysts nust be available, and quality
control procedures nust be inplenmented.

Concrete, paint, and rubber were shown to be good sanple natrices for
verification anal ysis because mustard agents and rel ated degradati on products
can be isolated and identified fromthese matrices. Sanple preparation does not
require overly compl ex methods, so these matrices are also feasible for on-site
use. The test showed that on-site analysis would have identified sanples that
required confirmatory analyses in off-site |laboratories. 1In this case the
spi king chemcals were relatively stable in the selected matrices and were
easily detected even three to five weeks after preparation of the actua
sanpl es.

The detection of false positive chem cals enphasi zes the inportance of
accepted identification criteria, quality control and quality assurance
procedures, and interpretation of data. Solving the problens of transportation
of toxic chemicals will require further negotiations with authorities
responsi ble for the safety of air traffic.

The PRESIDENT: | thank Dr. Rautio, the representative of Finland, for her
statenent and the kind words she addressed to the Chair. | now give the floor
to the representative of Myanmar, Anbassador H aing.
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M. HA NG (Mannmar): M. President, allowne, first of all, to offer you
our warnest congratul ati ons on behal f of ny del egation as well as on nmy own on
your assunption of the presidency of the Conference on Disarmanent for this
nmont h. Your vast experience and extensive expertise in the field of disarnanent
will go a long way in guiding the negotiations in the CDto a successfu
outconme. Australia has made considerable contributions in our negotiations on a
CWC.  Your assunption of the presidency during this crucial phase of
negotiations will provide an added inpetus to the early conclusion of a CAC
May | al so express our deep appreciation to your predecessor Ambassador Roberto
Garcia Moritan of Argentina, for the skilful and effective manner in which he
steered the work of the CD during the tenure of his presidency? M delegation
would like to extend a warmwel cone to Hi s Excellency Dr. Ednundo Vargas,
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Chile, who has honoured us to address the
CD despite his nmanifold duties. H s statenment contained i nportant points to
which nmy delegation listened with great interest. My | take this opportunity
to wel come to our midst Anbassador Yoshitono Tanaka of Japan and Anmbassador Sir
M chael Weston of
the United Kingdom who have recently joined us in the CD? Anbassador Dr. Juraj
Kralik of Czechoslovakia and Anbassador Dr. Warnasena Rasaputram of Sri Lanka
have just taken | eave of us to assunme other inportant responsibilities, and we
wi sh them every success in their new endeavours. Qur good w shes also go to
Anbassador Dhanapal a, who is leaving UNNDIR to rejoin the Sri Lankan Foreign
Service. W wish himfurther success. M delegation also takes pleasure in
conveyi ng our warnest congratul ations to Anbassador Berasategui on his recent
appoi ntnent as the Secretary-General of the CD. Anbassador Berasategui is an
epi tome of the conpetence and continuity which have al ways characterized the
work of the Departrment for D sarnmanment Affairs.

This year 1992 is a |l andmark year for chemical weapons. Pursuant to United
Nations General Assenbly resolution 46/35 C, we in the CD are currently
concentrating our efforts on CWnegotiations with a viewto achieving a fina
agreenment on CWconvention before the end of this year. Accordingly, | should
like to devote ny statenent today to chem cal weapons. One cannot tal k about
the current negotiations on a OAC wi thout recognizing the significant and
substantial contribution nmade by Ambassador von Wagner of the Federal Republic
of Germany to the work of the Ad Hoc Conmittee on Chemi cal Wapons in his
capacity as its Chairman. Hi s breadth of vision, his tireless efforts and his
pragmati c approach to negotiations conbined with his sense of hunmour have
contributed to nuch progress in our negotiations. Qur tribute also goes to
ot her distingui shed nenbers of the bureau of the Ad Hoc Committee for their
i nvaluable inputs in this crucial stage of negotiations on a C\C

Progress being nade in the CD towards the conclusion of a CWC is being
followed with great interest and hi gh expectations by the internationa
conmunity. Since the conclusion of the ENMOD Convention in 1977, the CD has not
been able to produce a concrete multilateral arns I[imtation and di sar manent
agreenent through those 15 | ong years. The successful conclusion of a OAC at
this juncture will give a great inpetus to the role of
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multilateralismin the field of disarmanent in the post-cold-war era. The
urgent need for a successful conclusion of a OAC cannot therefore be

overenphasi zed. It nust, however, be stressed that quality should not be
sacrificed for the sake of speed, and that it is essential to produce a really
good convention which will ensure universal adherence.

In this crucial final phase of CWnegotiations in the past few weeks a
great nmany del egati ons have taken an active part in the negotiations and a
nunber of them have come forward with concrete proposals and alternative
forumati ons which prove to be helpful in our novenent forward. Anong the
concrete proposals placed on the table are the amendnent proposals put forward
by a group of 12 devel opi ng countries, including ny own, contained in working
papers COY CWWP. 402 through 409. May | take this opportunity to reaffirmhere
that these amendnent proposals from G 12 are intended to quicken the nomentum of
rapid progress towards the early conclusion of a CAMC? These anmendnment proposals
are offered in a genuinely constructive spirit; and are ainmed at facilitating
t he successful and expeditious conclusion of such a CWC

During the continuous and intensive negotiations on the basis of the
amendnent proposals by G 12 from9 to 19 June several del egations nade
i nval uabl e contributions. However, these negotiations have not been able so far
to produce agreed texts in certain areas; and differences still remain in the
posi tions of del egati ons on some key issues.

At the nmeeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chem cal Weapons on 22 June, the
Chai rman of the Committee Anbassador von Wagner presented a revised text of the
draft convention (CDCWWpP. 400/ Rev.1). W owe our thanks to the Chairnman of the
Conmittee and nenbers of his delegation for having done a difficult task in such
a short tinme.

The ban on the use of chenical weapons has been only a partial one under
the 1925 Geneva Protocol owing to the reservations nade by a nunber of States
parties. M delegation is gratified to note that the legal reginme for banning
the use of CWwill be further strengthened to cover the whole gamut under the
future CWconvention by making its prohibition conplete and w t hout any
exception under article |I. W subscribe to the viewthat the future CW
convention should not, however, preclude the legitimte non-hostile uses of
herbi ci des and riot control agents which do not cone under the definition of
chemi cal weapons. W are happy to observe that this point of vieww Il be
reflected in the future OAC, follow ng the agreenent anong the del egati ons on
this issue.

The question of the conposition of the executive council under article VII
is a matter of great inportance and nuch interest to many del egations in the CD.
My del egation has expressed its viewon this nmatter in the Wrking Goup. Wile
recogni zi ng the rel evance of an industrial criterion,
we feel that the tinme-honoured principle of equitable geographical distribution
should formthe main basis for the conposition of the executive council. M
del egation attaches i mmense inportance to the principle of rotation anong
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States parties and has proposed that this principle be reflected as one of the
gui delines for election to the executive council. W are happy to see the
reflection of this principle in the |atest working paper dated 18 June, prepared
by the Friend of the Chair Anbassador Téth.

Last but not |least, we warmy applaud the Friend of the Chair on the
question of the seat of the future organization, Anbassador Kamal of Paki stan,
for the commendabl e manner in which he has acconplished an extrenely delicate
task. Qur warm congratul ations go to the Netherlands del egati on whose country
wi Il now have the honour of playing host to the future organization for the
prohi bition of chenical weapons.

A conprehensi ve cheni cal weapons convention will certainly be one of the
nost significant multilateral agreenments in the field of disarmanment. Let us
make it a realy good convention

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Myannmar for his statenent and
for the kind words he addressed to the Chair. That concludes ny |ist of
speakers for today. Does any other representative wish to take the floor?
| see Dr. Gaspar of the Czechosl ovak Federal Republic.

M. GASPAR (Czechoslovakia): | would like to nmake a brief statenent on
behal f of the Group of East European and other States on the conprehensive
programe of disarmanment. W consider that the proportion of the votes given
for the resoluton 46/38 B during the last CGeneral Assenbly of the United Nations
clearly reflected different views which still exist on this specific question

W would like to underline that our previously stated understanding of the
concl usion reached by the Ad Hoc Conmittee on the CPD in 1989 on resum ng work
"with a viewto resolving the outstanding issues in the near future, when
ci rcunst ances are nore conducive to naking progress in this regard" remains
unchanged. However, we do believe that the Conference on D sarmanment itself is
able to find various appropriate ways for transformng all positive
i nternational changes into a constructive process ained at successfu
negotiations on nultilateral arms control and di sarmanent agreenments in the
future.

M. FAROUQUE (Sri Lanka): M. President, ny delegation is delighted to see
you presiding over this inportant forumat a tine it has to make deci sive steps
forward on issues of crucial inportance to all of us. Sir, you conme froma
nati on with whom Sri Lanka enjoys |ong-standing close ties and cooperation and
bond of friendship. Particularly, being nmenbers of the Conmonweal th and founder
nmenbers of the Col onbo Plan our two countries have al ways worked together for
the pronoti on of peace and denocracy through di sarmanent, economni ¢ devel opnent
and technical cooperation. Your diplomatic skills and wi de experience and
comm tnent to the cause of disarmanment are well known and we wi sh you every
success i n your endeavour
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| also wish to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to
your predecessors Anbassador Semichi of Algeria and Anbassador Garcia Mritan of
Argentina for the exenplary and excellent manner in which they carried out their
mandate with great acceptance by everybody.

My del egation is deeply touched by the kind words of appreciation showered
on a fellowcountryman, Anbassador Dhanapal a, by you, Sir, and ot her
di stingui shed del egates. As a representative of Sri Lanka, | should be failing
inm duties if I do not respond to your well-deserved tribute to Ambassador
Dhanapal a. On behalf of the Governnent of Sri Lanka, | wish to place on record
our gratitude for those words of appreciation of the work done by Anbassador
Dhanapal a in his capacity as Director of UN DR

Wien he was chosen for the post of Director of UNID R Anbassador Dhanapal a
had already an illustrious career in the Foreign Service of Sri Lanka, to which
he is now returning. He needs no introduction to this esteened body. H s close
association with disarmanment circles and activities has been very well known
| ong before he becane the Director of UNDIR  Sri Lanka is proud that he held
this post during a crucial period of tinme and carried out the responsibilities
entrusted to himto the satisfaction of all. It is also heartening to know that
he has been held in high esteemby all those whom cane to know himfor his
personal qualities and outstanding professional abilities.

The research work done by UNI DI R under his stewardship has been
substantial. 1t has inspired significant responses generating internationa
cooperation and efforts, however nodest they may be, in all disarnmanent issues.
He has enriched and enhanced the inage of UNID R

Sir, you expressed your farewell appreciation on a sonbre note. On the
contrary, my delegation is happy to extend a warm wel cone to this hone-com ng of
Anbassador Dhanapal a.

I am confident that his know edge and experience will continue to be
avai l abl e to di sarmanent work. |In the case of Anmbassador Dhanapal a, we can rest
assured that there is no need for any nore confidence-buil di ng nmeasures to
ensure his effective contribution which he can make from Sri Lanka.

In conclusion, nmy delegation is pleased to convey to the Governnent of Sri
Lanka those words of appreciation addressed to Anbassador Dhanapal a by the
presi dency and ot her distingui shed del egates.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Sri Lanka for his statenent
and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. | now give the floor to the
representative of Irag.
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M. HUSSEIN (lraq) (translated fromArabic): M. President, mny del egation
would Iike at the outset to avail itself of this opportunity to express to you

our congratul ati ons on the occasion of your assunption of the presidency of the
Conference and to wi sh you every success in carrying out your noble task. Your
experi ence and conpetence will undoubtedly ensure the success of the
Conference's work at this crucial juncture.

My del egation woul d I'i ke to nake a short statenment concerning what was said
by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Iran at this Conference. Unfortunately,
an inmportant part of his statement fell beyond the scope of the Conference's
work. The representatives of Iran unfortunately are in the habit of naking use
of such conferences for purposes of propaganda, trying to belittle the
intelligence of their menbers by giving false interpretations of events. The
statenent nade by the Mnister of Foreign Affairs of Iran actually represents an
attenpt by the Iranian reginme to divert attention fromits armanment programmes
and to cover up its intensive and | arge-scale armanent activities by various
nmeans. W do not, in this connection, wish to raise the question of the secret
arns deals with the United States and the countries which the Mnister for
Foreign Affairs of the Iranian reginme nentioned, or the question of Israel's
i nvol venent in those deals. W shall nmerely refer to what the Secretary of
State of the United States said to the New York Tines on 8 Decenber 1991, to the
effect that the United States had rendered |Israel a service by allowing it to
sell weapons to Iran in 1981 and 1982.

The statenent nade by the Secretary of State of the United States exposed
the attenpted deception on the part of the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Iran
when he spoke of the obstacles inpeding accession by the Mddle East countries
to the chem cal weapons convention. The problem of security in our region, to
which the Iranian Mnister for Foreign Affairs also referred, can be solved only
by adopting uniformcriteria, by creating confidence based on respect for
sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, by
respecting the aspirations of the peoples of the region to self-determ nation
by renouncing the selective application of international |aw and by recogni zi ng
the need for all the countries of the region to participate in guaranteeing its
security. The attenpt to isolate some of the main protagonists in the Qulf is
only part of a scheme which is being pursued by the United States in one way or
anot her; a schene which is well known to all countries, including Iran

To bewail the credibility of the Security Council in regard to the
i mpl ementation of its resolutions is inconsistent with the well-known past
record of lran, which refused to accept Security Council resolution 598 (1987).
Iran is still obstructing the application of this resolution as an integrated
and cohesive peace plan because the real policy of Iran is not a policy which
seeks genui ne peace based on justice and international law. This attitude is
al so inconsistent with Iran's violation of that resolution by refusing to return
the lIraqgi prisoners of war who have been held captive for nore than 10 years in
spite of the cessation of military operations on 20 August 1988 and in spite of
Iran's involvenent in the dispatch of subversive groups to
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Irag and the nob violence and political disturbances that it incited after the
end of the military aggression in March 1991. Mreover, lranian mlitary
aircraft carried out air raids on Iraqgi territory on 5 April 1992.

The M nister for Foreign Affairs of Iran, when he spoke of the credibility
of the Security Council, should have referred to the fact that the Security
Council did not take any nmeasure to call Israel to account or punish it when it
conmitted a blatant act of aggression in 1981 against the Iragi nuclear reactor
whi ch was intended solely for peaceful purposes. At that time, the Security
Council remained silent on the question of Israel's nuclear, biological and
chemi cal weapons progranmes. He should al so have referred to the double
standards applied by the Council when it fornulated a systematic policy for the
destruction of Iraq's econom c structure and weapons.

In conclusion, M. President, | would like to rem nd the Iranian M nister
for Foreign Affairs of the nmaximthat "persons living in glass houses shoul d not
t hrow stones at others".

M. RANJABAR (Islamc Republic of Iran): M. President, first of all
allow me to express ny congratul ati ons on your assunption as the President of
the Conference on Disarmanent at this crucial stage. Wuat | want to say is just
to advise the distinguished delegate of Iraq to refer to the statenment of the
M nister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati. | would just like to
nmention that this statenent is conposed of three parts; first, nuclear
di sarmanent, then cheni cal weapons di sarmanment and third, transparency in
armanents. Al those parts should be studied in a very conmpound basis. And the
ot her point we should like to enphasize is the fact that Iraq invaded Iran
This is undeni abl e and has al ready been established by the United Nations
Organi zation. This fact anyhow is beyond any argunent. On the question of air
attack on Iragi territory which the distinguished representative of Iraq right

now poi nted out, | shall say that this question concerns the mujahidin who had
i nvaded the Iran border several tines. This terrorist group was supported by
Irag and now also this group is being supported by the Iraqi reginme. It was

just a short response to the invasion by the terrorist group of the cities of
I ran.

M. LEDOGAR (United States of Anerica): | amreninded of the story of the
father who sees his 10-year old son cone hone, obviously bruised and beaten, and
he's been in a bit of a fight. The father decides to sit down and say to the
boy, "Let's discuss this man to nan. Tell ne exactly what happened.” And the
boy says, "Well, Dad, it all started when the other fellow hit ne back." The
statements about the United States of America by the representative of the
pari ah regine in Baghdad, to use Brian Milroney's words, are |udicrous and
| aughabl e.

The PRESIDENT: | hope that, as ny predecessor commented | ast week, we can
avoid as nuch as possible repeated statenments on natters which are not directly
related to the responsibilities of this negotiating body. |In accordance with
that principle, | shall consider the discussion ended at this stage and proceed

to ot her business.
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The secretariat has circulated today the tinetable for neetings to be held
by the Conference and its subsidiary bodies during the first week of the third
party of the annual session. As usual, the tinmetable is nerely indicative and
subj ect to change, if necessary. This might indeed prove to be the case, as new
devel opnent s between now and then may require sonme adjustnents or additiona
details. This could apply, for exanple, to our work on chem cal weapons and
also to the consideration of the draft annual report to the General Assenbly.

In connection with this question, the secretariat will circulate, during the
recess, draft substantive paragraphs on agenda itens 3, 7, 8 and 9, as well as
the technical parts of the draft report. You will also notice that | have
schedul ed an informal neeting on the question of further neasures in the field
of disarmanent for the prevention of an arns race on the sea-bed and the ocean
floor and in the subsoil thereof. This is in inplenentation of the agreenent
reached at the very opening of the annual session to discuss this natter in that
framework, in order to respond to the request nade to the Conference by the
General Assenmbly in its resolution 44/116 O If there is no objection, |
suggest that we adopt the timnetable.

It was so decided.

The PRESIDENT: As | announced at the outset of this plenary neeting, the
Conference will hold an informal neeting on the substance of item 3 of the
agenda, entitled "Prevention of nuclear war, including all related matters".

I have no further business, and unl ess any ot her del egati on wi shes to

speak, | shall adjourn the plenary session. The next plenary neeting of the
Conference on Disarmanment will be held on Thursday, 23 July, at 10 a.m

The neeting rose at 12.05 p.m




