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ITIITATION OF THE I'RC0DUCTION OF RAW MATERIALS

(Item 13 (&) of the Provisional Agenda)

Note by the Assistent Secretary-General in charge

of the Department of Social Affairs

The Assistent Secretary-General in charge of the Department of
Social Affeirs has the honoﬁr to transmit to the Members of the Cormission
on liarcotic Drvgs the answer irom the Covernment of the Argentine to the
Questionnaire on the Limitetion end Control of the Cultivation of the
Opium Poppy and Producticn of Raw Opium, and the Contrcl of cother Raw
Meterials used in the Menufacture of Opium Alkeloids (document L/CH.7/63).
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I. ARGINTINE
. (Letter from the Argentine Delegeticn, dated € April 1548)

"Going cver the reccrds of the rrocedure followed to asscmble
opinions relcbive to the Internationel Conference on the limitation of
raw moterial for tke manufacture cf narcotic drugs, it stands out that
the United Stales Delezate stected that our country (aqong others) hed
sterted to cultivate opium pODPf. This cultivation, and the
intenciflcation of the nfoductibn-of morphiﬁe frcem poﬁpy stubble
Justificd the impertance of meinteining “he information up to dete, as
indicated by the Delegate of the United Kingdoem.

"In esreement with the recuest contained in the attached questionnaire -
Part I - the statistical reporis given in Charts A, B axd D, not so C,
since cur counsry dces not produce standardized opium destined for export,-
ere enclosed herewith. The factories which are et present licersed to
obtain narcotic drugs derived from opium and which have used porpy stubble
as rav mecterial, ere two: Chemotécnica Sintyel S.A. end Verardo y Cia.

"As to the cost of ropry strew end the cost of transportetion
-referred fo in FPart II, this Division does not kncw the economic aspects
which may have surervened at the moument of hervesting. The price of the
drugs referred to ir roint ii) is also unkncwn,

"Part III -A) Control: Since they were dealing with a raw meteriel
that could be used to obtain narcotic alkeloids, ell the agriculturers
wiw cultivatea poppy seed, except in a few caces, made their activitics
known to the authorities, givirg the purposes they had in view, in spite
of the fact that they were nct legelly bound to do so. These caces which
were not notified to the authorities concerred smell areas cultiveted for
experimentel reesons, Public Adminietreticn, through the Depariment of
Agriculture, intervered in these ceses i. the fiscalization of the &rees,
end inspected, periodicelly, the cultivated areas and their yield.

"There is et present, under consideration by the Congress of
Argentine, a proposed law, sent by the Executive power, together with a
correspondirg nessege, on the 17 July 1947, This law follcws, in gencral,
the rrinciples of limiting the area to be cultiveted in accordance with
the needs of the country's industry, of limiting the number of agriculturers
on the basis of their greater capecity end responsibility, destination,
uce end rrice of the yileld.

"B) - Tovpy seed straw: As a result of the provisions of article 18,
Decree lo, 126.351/38, vhich regulates the traffic of nercotic drugs, the

/menufecturers must
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nenufacturers must communicate a2ll entry of rew materisl, poppy seed straw
being considered as such from that moment on;

"Through previous analysis, rav material is controlled, as well as the
final verification of the quantities obtained, which should egree with the
theoretical industrial yield, in accordance with the percentage of the
elements contained in it,

"C - Gemerelizahions: Since we do not have as yet eny provisicns of
a ctarderdizing nature for these activities, the difficulties that may be

foreseen bave bzen teken into comnsideration in the proposed law already
mentioned,

"Part IV, Since the production of poppy seed and raw opium in
Argentina does not exceed its Industrial needs, Argentina is not faced
with the problem of having to substitute its cultivation.”

TABLE A - UNTREATED RAW OPIUM

Total Estimeted total Quantity transformed
o Quantity Morrhine content in the country into
8,
1945-1946 2 15 Kg 1 Kg. standardized raw opium
15 kg.

TABIE B - STANDARDIZED RAW CEXUM
Total quantity produced Quantity used in the country for
1945 15 Kg (1) menufacture of drugs: 15 Kz, (2)
Notes: (1) 10,939 of morphine
(2) Hon-established the per cemt of codeine end tebain.
TABIE D - POPPY STRAW USED IN MANUFACTURE COF MORTEINE AND OTHER OPIUM
ATXALOIDS, 1937-19':u
1945-1946 172 Ha, Total quantity of poppy straw used in the merufacture
of morrhine: 'Kg. 31.000

1947 174k Ba. (2) Do Kg. 300

1945-46 Total quantity of morpnine manufectured from above:
20 Kg. (1)

1045-46 Quantity of morphine manufactured from above used frr

Dcmestic needs: Keg. 20
Notes: (1) Four Kg. were menufectured in 1947
(2) Grown with that purpose but Aestroyed by edverse
climatic conditions.
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