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LlliiTATION OF T3E DODUCTION OF RAH MATERIALS 

(Ite~ 13 {a) of the Provisional Agenda) 

Note bz_the Pssi~tent Secrete.ry-Ge:tHu·al in charge 

of the 'De,Eartment of Social Aff airs 

The Assiet ant Secretary-General in char ge . of t he Department of 

Social Affeirs ha3 the honour to transDit t o the Me~bers of t he Conmission 

on l'Jo.rc_ot i c Drt•gs the answer trom the Government of t he Argentine to the 

Questionn~ire on the Li~tation end Control of the Cultivation of the 

O:piun Pop~y at:d I'roducticn of Ra,., Opium, ar:d the Cor...trcl of ot her Raw 

1-la t erials used in the Nanufacture of Opium Al kaJ.oids ( C.ocument B/CH. 7/63) • 
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. _(Lett~f ~:.om the Argentine Delegation, dated 8 April 1$48) 

"Going over tl:e records of t he procedure follm.•ed t o assemble 

opin5.ons r el alilve to the Internat!onel Conference on t he limitation of 

r aw meterial for tl:e manufacture cf narcot ic drugs, it standa out that 

the United Sta~es Deleg~te stated that our country (~ong others) bed 

started to cultivate op1um IOPP-1• This c~tivation, and the 

ir.tencif:!.ca:4;;:!.on Of the produc-!;ion ·of morphine from poppy Stllbb2.e 

justified the :1mpo~ance of ma.int a.inine "::Ie information up to date, as 

i r.dic:o.tcd ':Jy t he Deleeate of the Un:i.ted Kingdom. 

"In eG;reement l·rith the request contained in the atte.ched quest:i.onnaire -

Part I - the sto.t:st:.cal r Gports give~ in Charts A, B ar.d D, no~ so c, 
since our cou."1~I""J does not _produce standardized opium dest:1ned for export , ·. 

ere encl osed herewith. The faqtories 1-rhich are &t present l:!.cer.sed to 

obtain narcotic drugs dq:riv·ed frort opium and l·rhich have used po~py stubble 

as r au mcterial, ere t'l-ro: Chc!!;otecnica Sint:ral S .A. and Verardo y C:!a. 
11As to the cost of roppy str~m &nd the c~st o£: .transportation 

, r eferred to in Po.rt I I , this Division does not kr.ow the economic aspects 

1-rhich nay have SUier·rened at the mouent of harvesting. The price of the 

druas referred to in point ii) is also UJ:ilinv-;rn. 

"Pa1•t III -A) Control: Since the:r 'wre dealing w:l.th a r a--..r reatcr::.al 

tllat could be used to obtain ne.rcotic alkaloids , all the ae;ricuJ.turers 

wi1u cult i va-cea :poppy seed, except in a few co.ees, made their acti·ritics 

lmo'm to the authorities , givir.g the purposes they had in vie,.,, in spite 

of the fact thr...t they ,.,ere not ~e{5a1ly bound to do so . Those ca::;cs which 

were not notified to the authorities concerr.ed small areas cultivated for 

experimental reasons . Public AdminiEtretion, tr~ouch the Dep~tment of 

-~-uriculturc, ir.tervened in thc~e cases L1 the fiscel izv.tion of the arecs , 

end inspect ed, periodically, the cultivated areas and their yield. 

"There is at present, under consider ation by the Congress of 

Arc;e::.tina, a proJ_Josed l aw, sent b'J the Executive :povrer, together w!th ~ 

corresponding n!esseGe, on the 17 July 1947. This law follows, :f.n cencral, 

the r rincirles of l~it::.ng the area to be cultivated in accoreance with 

the needs of tho count~· ' s industry, of limitiP~ the nucbcr of ecriculturers 

on the basis of t heir greater capacity and responsibility, destination, 

use end price of the yield. 
11B) - Z~PY seed s~~: As a r esult of the provisions of ar~icle 18, 

Dec!'eo no. 12o. 351/38, which reg..U.ates the traffic of ne.rcotic druC5, the 

/manufacturers m,.lst 
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manufacturers must communicate aJ..l entry bf ra-w material., poppy seed stra-w 

being consider ed as such from that moment oni 

"Through previous analysis, r aw material is contr olled; as well as the 

f inal ver ification of the qua."lti t :!.es obtained, which should agree with the 

theo:.'etical industrial yield> in accordance ~,rith the percentage of the 

elements contained in it . 

"C - Generaliz~:!!i<2_~: Since we do not have as yet any provisions of 

a. st ancl.el·dizing nature i'or these activities, the difficulties that may be 

foreseen have been taken into consideration in the proposed l ew alread,v 

mentioned. 

"Part IV . Since the prod·..tction of pop!JY seed and r aw opium in 

ArGentina does not exceed its industrial needs, Al'gentina is not faced 

with t he problem of having to substitute its cultivation." 

TABLE A - Ul'lTnEA~ RAl•7 OPIUM 

Total Estimated total 

Quantity 
Hao 

2 15 Kg 

Morphine con~ent 

1 Kg . 

Quantity transfol~P.d 

i n the country into 

standardized rnw opium 
15 kg . 

TABlE B - STAUDAF~I?E!) RAW Or:Lv'l•i. 

Total quantity produced Quantity used in the country for 

1946 15 Kg (1) manufacture of drugs: 15 Kg, (2) 

Notes: (1) 10~93» of morp!2ine 

(2) Non- established the per ct:mt of codeine and tebain. 

TliBLE D - POPPY STRAH USED IN ~.Alfv'FACTURE OF J.lORI'EllJE AND OTiiER OPIUM 

ALKALOIDS, 1937-19:,._; 

1945-1946 172 Ha. Total quantity of pop~J straw used in the manufacture 

1945-46 

of morrbine : K~. 31.000 

174 Ra. ( 2) Do Kg . 300 

Total quantity of morphine manufactured from above : 

20 I".g. (1) 

Quantity oi' morphine manufactured from abov~ used f~~ 

Domestic needs : Kg. 20 

Notes = (1) Four KG . vrer e manufactured in 1947 

(2) Grown vith thet purpose but 'testroyed ':>y adve~"S& 

climatic conditions. 




