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ILLICIT TRAFFIC 

T.ho Re~iJsent6.t~ve c'f 'th0 Un1t<::d Ste.toe of .America on the Coilllilission has 
requested tho add.ition of' the foJ..:.o·wing two s".lb-ite!!ls to tho item on Illicit 

Traffic (item C) in tbe J?rcviaioMl agonda (E/CN.7/205): 

d) Si tun:tion :!.r., ~iia:!.lo.nd 

o) Heroin D!7erg:!.on in :::taly 

Inforl!ll;J,tioil rccoivod f:t•om tl10 United states Representative regarding the 
: . :'; .·: . ' . : . .. ' 

situation in Thailand is rorrod.uceel below., L"l addition, the Secretary-General 

has the hoii('ur to inform the Comrniesion that on 2 November 1950 he -address.ed 

COil'llllunice.tions. to :t;:ho Minister a fur Foreign 'Affaire of Burma and Tha~lf.md. _ 
. . . . . .. . . . . . ' ,' 

dl:·awing their attention to the fact that in accord.a11ce with rule 72 of the rules . . 
of procedu.r~ of the Fv.notior1a.l Corr..miesione of the EconODlic and Sociai CoUn.cd.l, 

the COI!JIIl!ssion mit)it decide to invite those two States to :participate in its 

deliberations on the flituation in 'l'J:>..ailand should it include that matter in · 

its agenda,. · On the same data the Secretary-General co:umm.."'lica.ted in the sam~-
. . 

sense with the .Ministe~ fol' ]'oreign Affa.ira of Italy in res:pect of :possible 

Italian :particiJ:l&.tion in th~ COinlilission' o discussions on Horo:in Diversion in 

Italy. 
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"A considerable amount of :publicity is being given to the confiscation of 

o:piurn being sr.n1.ge~ed into Thailand. FollowiDB is a chronolog:!.cal review of 

opium eoizure as reported in the English language newspapers during April, May' 

and June 1950: 

April 1 • 20, 000 gre..TJ'IUlee of opium was found. in a wood near Denchai railway 
a-te.tion .. 

April 1 ... 371 000 gr?..mmes was discovered on the Lam]?WlS'"Piteanulok train 
April .5 - 21,823 grammes was fou..'1.d in Mau Kok. 

· AJlril 5 - 60.;400. grar.a.rr1.0s was d!.acove:red ir'- a motor cur in Amphur Pa.Ya.o. 
AJll"il 6 - 49,,135 ~·auu.et:; -~!as 'lc:.ken f:.;.'om Irai Fad Er.aiyeJ.i-ul ar.od trai sa.nons 

at Ho;;.t~.~\'fEtL 
Apr 11 J.O - a cons ig:c<.:nu;;::~:~ c:r 44£.; ,4oo grananes was taken .f'r om a e;o ode wagon 

.:!.J . .t ~he Bangk.J};: railwe.y station. 
April 13 - l 1708,;;oc e;:.·ar..'ltllee of opium was discovered in a :motor car in 

~'J~'!:..ya:.~g !~a.i .Indr. 
AJlril 17 - 60,000 o/l'lr.Jllles was l'ound in a boat on the Chao Phya River near 

· K1.ung eoxn. · . 
AJ]ril l8 - J.G,ooc g!"ammea wa.o <liscovered in a train at Dencba:f. railway 

station. · 
April 22 • 401 000 grWllilles was t&ken from a goods train at the D.enchai 

r!.l ilway eta tion. · 
May 13 • a largo coneigDIQ.ent oi' opium was taken from a goods train at 

uun:poon. 
M;l.y 19 - o:pium hj.dd.en in coconuts and valued wer 201 000 ticals was seized 

at a local ra·•.lway otatic!l~ · 
ll.ay 24 • 12 raclcets of o:pium '\'ro:-e taken from the Chi{:)!lgr;rl?.i train. 
May 24 - 3:> tins of o:p!um wet·e thrown from tho North ExiJI'eee at Lopbttri 

wllere tLe,~r 1;·ar e seized., 
May 26 - 4 :packages of' O]i"JI.! \'Tt;re corli'iecated on the Chial'lgrii.B.i Express • 
.May 29 • 123 .. .5 kilograms wer~ te.ken from an exp:esa train at Prae and 

6 kilcgrams r!ere taken f:rc:m a be.g belonging to a 
J!!"iest at Der.cha.i statim:l., 

June 2 • 3 kilos conceal'd in book binders were taken from the North 
E:ltiJI'eBB. 

June 3 • .5 tone were seized between Chiengr.ai and Lampang. 
June 7 .. ll kilograms of opiUlll wa~:~ taken a.t the local raillifi.Y station 

and 2 tons were confiscated at Lampang. 
Jw1e 13 • 23 kilograms takon from Nort.h Express. 
Jw1e 1.5 - 25 kilograms taken fram No~th F~preesa 
June 201 30,000 grammoe taken frora North E:l!:press. 
June 22 - packages of opium were taken fl'om tho ship SS Chiplam anchored 

in the Chao Pbya River (no amou.nt stated.). 

/June 23 
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June '23 ... 3,3~0 granm.t6s of 'l!'8.W cpi:um we.a· ccn:f'iscated frcm the N.orth 
. F...:c:-;tcass +r~.J.n,., 

~une 26 .• 40 to 5'J k:L;..Ot:,<T.!'.'sma of OJ?ium wa's taken from t.he Ntl!'t,h Ex:prea·s. 
·June 27 - a :pollee major of· the Exc:!ae b'U·tJ~easion Division, a raasenger 

on the North EXl~ess, .disc~~ered ard co11fi~cated 19 
kilograms o:piurn.o 

The alleg~d sou;r.ce of this opium is Burma., Acccrd1n.g to our inforn:tation 

o:piurn. seiznros cf this mag:ni tude have been occ'lU'~ir.g in ThaiJ.and for the :past 

several,. yea:rs.,_ ~.do not Bee any indication from your eecticn tbat seizure 

ro:portEl ore being sub:m.i t·:,':lii ·by tho Government of Thailand in acoord.ance with 

the :provisions :::f the .rn:·e:r::a1;:1o-.:P.l Narc:ot:tc C:::m,rontidns1 nor do I see any signa 

that the Bu...1"'lleee GC'vs.rrrr.e;;::.-<, .is B~-~~rn.!.tting any ini'ormation to the United Nations 
. . . 

concerning ~l].is alleged la:·. go :pr od: .. '.\!"ti::m of OJ:l::um • 

. I quote below .:portion::; cf tho edJ.toriaJ. frcm t.he Be..nskok Post dated 

April 20, 1950., ·I, have C!rlit"'jed aOL'l.l3i of th~ more .harsh criticism contained in 

thia article: 

"A report yesterday tbat a.nothel!' two tons cf cpium ba.d been seized 

by the authorities in Chione"':t'&.i only makes tho more amazing the antics 

taking :Place in t!us strange and illicit traue. 
11According to :polioe and Iit'OBB reports, a total of more than eight 

and a .b.&~t' tons of oplum has been seized since the first of this yero:. 

On 17 JarmP..ry suty kilograms wore seiz.ed; on 16 Feb:.:-ua.ry 2,953 kilograms; 

2l Febr'l.\tl .. J.'Y 199 kilog:r:ams; .Feb:r.-u~'Y 1}300 kilograms; 3 l<larch 1,542 
kil::JgraJJ'l...s; ll l-:Jll·ch 560 kil·J~~-::rlmS and no:.r another a:ppro::d.Inate 21 000 

kilograms.,. Eight and a haJJ.' tens. It should also be mentioned that last 

December an.other four and a hal:f tons was soizod in Lam:pang. 
11 0ne cynical cbsel'Yer on reviewir,g these figuroa noted tho.t as the 

situation now stands opium traders ca..TJ. fi.r..d. it to their profit to bring 
il!!r 

opium into Thai~~d and see that it is soizod by police and still make a 

Iit'Ofit. He reasoned thusly: 

u!J:l.st yea:r a reward of twenty .. five satang was :paid for each gr:a;rr, of 

opium seized. This has now been raised to be baht per grBJL.. 

"The governm.ent can afford to :pay this reward :t'or it in turn can sell 

the o:piu:m for :f'ou.r baht :per gram., realiz.i.ng a :profit of three baht on each 

gram.. on the opium seizures so far made this year the government has 1 

/theoretically 



E/CN. 7 /tb.~· ' . ; . 
hl.-30 4 

theoretically at least,, Jaid cut 8.6 millicn:ba.l:;.t in rewards, but can .s~ll 

t~:t~ total ro:;- mQZ'Q than thirty ... fou.r million baht ·en .the local. market • 

. . 11Thc ccvcrnment mmuall,y 'buye about t:wenty-fcu.r tons of P::?iu:n an;yWB.y, 

aa ~t of its monc:poly program with· opium den ccncessione.i:res. This 

,me~mo that it. is receiv:ing m:J.re thu..."l. a thlrd of ita opium supply s.t 

bm:13t.:.in Jl71cesa 

. "New to.view .ft. frrlll. the trader 1a all0le: 

· 11 He; can l::N,y c:piUlll al..:>ng Thuilund t a bct'dors fer about 200 baht :pGl" 
. ,· 

kllpgram c.r l:j.bcut one-fi:fth uf o. bt.ht :per g.~am. Thort}fcre it ia to his 

a:dvu.;nta,so to buy all. th0 ;:;tccks he can at these :pr.iceo> then have his . ',• 

shipments seized 't:y :r:<~lich:; 1 with vh::.m he can share thc1 roward of' one baht 

pct' gt'DAa. ·lie ma}:es :m:Jrc thax;. a h~:.Qrod :percent :profit 1 the J?OliC(:UJlS.n gets 

his sh~e <;f t.he rew,ard and the eov~;rr1101ant gets a chaaJ? suJ?ply .~.xr opium" • 

.... -...... 




