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. ILLICIT TRAFFIC

.+ Memorenduw by tho Seoretary-Gemrdl

Tho Representetive of +ho United Stetes of America on the Commission has
roquested t_ho addition of the foilowling twobsu'b-i‘bems to the itexh on IJ'.l'i'c'i't‘
Traffic (itcm 8) in the provicional egonda (E/CN.T/205): B

d) ' Ssitustion in Thaitland

- e) . Heroin Diversion in Italy . »

Informution recelved frum the ‘Unitéd States Representativé regarvding. ﬁhé
situation in Thellend is rorroduced belowe In addition, the Secrotary-Gerieral
hee the honcwr to Anform the Commlesion thet on 2 Novembgr 1950 he addressed
camunications to the Ministers fur Foreign Affairs cf Burra and Theilend.
dreving thelr ettention to the fact thet in accordsuce with rule T2 of the rules
of proced.uré of thé Functiloml Comnissx-ions.moi‘ }'b'he Econamic and Sc;ciai Cbunéil,
the Commission might decide to invite_t-hose two Sta‘beé to participate in 1its
deliberations on the situation in Thailend should 1t include that matter in
its agenda. On the sems dats tle Secretary-General coummnicated in the seme
sense with the_Ministh for 'For.‘eign» Affairs of Ttely in respsct of poseible
Itaelian participation in the Commlesionts discussions on Heroin Diversion in
Ttely. L R R ) o T
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Info:rmtion receivad from the Remresentative of
~ Xhe United States of fmerice ¥ TeArding the
B1tUL 50N 46 Thalland

"A considereble emount of publicity is being given to the confiscation of
oplum belng emvagrled inte Thailand. Following is a chrenological roview of
opiun selzure as reported in the English lenguage newspapers during April, May
and June 1950: o

April 1 - 20,000 gremmes of oplum was found in a wood near Denchal railway
gtebion.
April 1 - 37,000 grammes was dilscovered on the Lampang-Pitsanulok trein
April 5 - 21,823 gremmes was found in Mae Kok.
~April 5 - 60,400 gramres was dlscovered in a motor cer in Ampimr Pegyao,
April 6 45,155 grannes was tokxen from Neil Fad Ehaiyekul arnd Nai Sanong
et Heedyedi,
April 10 - a comsigmnont of bhE,400 gremmes was taken from a goods wagon
in %he Banghok ra.ilway gtation. h
April 13 - 1,708,70C grammes of opium was discovered in a motor cer in
Ushvang Kal Indr,
A;pril 1.7 - 60 000 rearmes was found in a boet on the Chao Phya River neer
- Kiong surn.
Agril 18 - 16,000 graumes was discovered in & train at Denchaj milway
swaticon, :
April 22 - ko, OOO prames was teken from & goods trein at the Denchai
rallway stotion.
May 13 - & large consigment of opium vee teken from & goods train at
' Lampoon, ' .
May 19 = opium hidden in coccnuts and valued over 20,000 ticals was selzed
at a locel ralwey stamc::, ’ :
May 24 « 12 packets of opium were taken from the Chiengmei train. \
May 24 = 30 tins of opium were thrown from the North I.:::press at Lopburi
waere they vere selzed.
May 26 = & vackages of oplum wers confiscated on the Chi an@n&i EXpress.
May 29 = 123.5 kilograms were teken from an exyress train at Iraec and
6 kilcgrams were teken from a bag belonging to a
priest at Denchei Statlon. |
June 2 = 3 kiloe conceal»d in book dbinders were taken frm the North
Express.
June 3 = 5 tons were selzed tetween Chiengral end Lampang.
June 7 = 1l kilograms of opium was taken at the local railway stetion
and 2 tons wers confiscated at Lampang.
Jute 13 - 23 kilograms teken from North Ixyress,
Juiie 15 = 25 kilograms teken from North Exmress.
June 20, 30,000 grammes teken froa North Express.
June 22 - packages of oplum were teken from the shlp SS Chiplam anchored
in the Chao Phys River (no amount stated).
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“June 23 ~ 3,380 grammes’ of waw cplum wes confiscated from the North
Rinesss tralne
June 26 - 40 o 59 kiiograms of oplum was talken from the North Express.
‘June 7 - 8 police major of the Exclse Suprression Division, a passenger
. on the North Express, dlscmrered a::,d cm,.fiscated 19
k{lograms of opiwm,

The anegéd source of this oplum 1s Burra. “Accirding to owr information
opdum selzures of this magnitude have been occu::*ipg in Thailand for the past
peveral years, I do not see &ny indication from your eectiun that selzure
repoxtg ere belnz submih’ sl by tho uﬁvernment of Tbailand in accordance with
the pr.cvisicns of fhe ITnternatlouwal "Ta.rc ctic Nnvantions ; nor d5 I see any glona
that the Burmese Govermrea, 1l i mwim} &my informetion to the United Nations
concernin,g this al.lenpd large production of ophum. '

I quote bel w porm ons f the edi tarial frem the Bengkok Post dated
Apfil 20, 1950, I have omitmed soms of the more harsh eriticimm contalned in
this axtlcle;

"A report yestorday that another two tonms of cplum had been selzed
by the authoritics In Chiongrsi only makes the more amazing the antics
teking place In thls strange and 1llicit trade.

YAccording to polise and yress reports, a total of more than eight
and & kalf tons c¢f oplum has been amelzed slnce the first of this year,

On 17 Jamuery sixty kilograms were selred; on 16 Febiruary 2,953 kilograms;

21 February 199 kilograms; 22 Februacy 1,300 kilcgrams; 3 March 1,542

kilograms; 11 Maxch 560 kilopeams and now another approximate 2,000

kllograms, Eight and a half tons. It sheould alsc be mentioned that last

Docember ancther four and & half tons was selzed 1n Lampang.

"One cynical cbaerver on reviewing these figurcs nsted that as the
sltuation now stands oplum traders can find 1t o their profit to bring
cpium Intc Thailand and see that f% 1s seized by police end still make a
mrofit, He rcasoned thusly:

"last year & reward of twenty~five pateang was paild for each gram of
oplum selzeds This has now been ralsed to be beht per gram.

"The govermment cen afford 4o pay this reward for 1t in twrn can sell
the opium for four baht per gram, realizing a profit of three dbaht on each
grem, On the oplum selzures sc far made this yesr the govermment has,

[theoretically



thecretically at least, paid cut 8.6 millicn babt in rewsrds, but can sell
this total for mere than thirty-four million baht cn-the local market.

- "The g goverpment annually buys sbout twenty~four tons of wium enyway,
as pdt f its moncpoly program with opium den concessicnelres. Tils
means thet 1t 1s receiving more thun a third cf its oplum supply &t
bargain pricesa | ‘ : o | -

- MNow. te.view 1t from the tradar*s anble'

"He, can buy cplum eling ﬁhuilundfs owdnrs ff\r sbout 200 bah‘b par

- kdlogram cor about cne=Iflrth of o 'm..n’c per gwam. Thexefore 1t 15 to his S

gdvantage to buy all the stocks he can &% these prices, then have his ‘
shipments scized ty ,liw, mth whem he can share tho rovard of one baht
per grogie, -He makes more than e hmﬁrcd pcrcunt prqfit the policc.man gats
bis ehare of the rewerd and the g,"vmrmunt gets 8 cheap sup‘plaf Jf opium"
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