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REVIEW OF THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN N.A:RC<Y.riC DRUGS 
THROUGHOUT TEE WORlD DURII~G TEE YEAR 1949 

AND THE FIRST NnJE MOl~HS, OF 1950 . 

This aurvey 1s baaed on selzure reports submitted .by parties signatory 

to the Convention of 1931 for Limiting the Menufactu:r.e and Regalating the 

Distribution of Narcotic Dl"'lgs, and from Annual Reports and auch other data as 

has become available during the period under review. It can not be considered 

complete because of the lack of material on hand for study. 

1949 • TO PRESEl~ 

There will appear below co.rnments concerr...ing the :Ulioi t traff'ic in raw 

opium, prepared opium, mor:phi."le 1 heroin, cocaine, and cazma'bis, for the year 1949 

and the first nine months of 1950. 

RAW OP!mf 

According to incomplete :i.nf'or:mation available, there were in 19h9 67 

seizures of Chinese opium in Burma and 22 at;d zurea of Indian o·pium i.'1 India., 

while 5 seizures of Indian opium were made in Burma. In Burma, thero i-rere 

29 seizures of Shan raw opium. The total quantity of Indian raw opium seized 

in India was 1,896 pounds, 9 ounces, 157.5 grains {860 k:i.loerarns, 275.6 gre.ms) i 

and the quantity of Indian raw opium seized· in BUI"lll8. was 27 pounds 1 7 ounce a 1 

351.4 grains (12 kilosrsms, 468 .. 5 grema). 

In the United States, there were in 1949, 2 seizures of Indian ra.w opium, 

weighing 12 pounds, 3 ounces, 136.5 grains ( 5 kilograms, 537 grams). 

In the United States in 1949, there were 7 seizures of Iranian ::;aw oplum, 

weighing 51 pounds, 12 ounces, 275.625 grains (23 kilograms, 492 grams), and 

7 seizures of Turkish raw opium, weighing 9 pounds, 10 ounces, 417.75 grains 

(4 kilograms, 393 grams). 

There were 3 seizures of Mexican raw opium in the United S~tes in 1949 1 

totaling 6 pounds, 1 ounce, 218.75 grains (2 kilograms, 7611. grams). 

No doubt the V4B:x1can delegate will :f'u:rniah figures of seizures of raw opium 

in that country. 

/Statistics 
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Ste.tiat1e& re].8.t1Te to eoun~~ie~ of oHBin or rat'· ()pium ~oughout the 

world are not immediately available; but :figure a gi v.:l.ng the total quallti ties 

seized will be given below whenew~ possible. 

THAilAND 

According to reports appearing in the Bangkok English lenguage preaa in 

1949 and 1950, there were innll.ll!era'ble seizures o£ raw opium effected in Thailand. 

Based on ate.ti~tics avail~ble 1 the total quantity ·of raw opium seized in Tha.ilarJd 
'. f ' 

in 1949 and 1950 totaled several hundred tons.. Some of this opium we.s Sli.Ue,cled 

trom Yunnan e.nd Burma. However, much opium was g.r'OW11 loca.Uy and there wa.a 

evidence of the smuggling of opiua from Thailand to Singapore and other 

territories. The Thailand Government has not eubmi tted a;..1,zure reports covering 

seizures made in 1949 and 1950, but it is apprent tl1e.t e. great many seizures 

were made frequently in ton lots. The authe.t~ticity of aoiD.J of these reports ia 

doubt:f'ul and 1 t ie believed that there has been soloo. rape: ti tion; also the.t some 

of the so-called. "opium" seized WS.$ not, in .fact., op:!.um): bnt mud or clay. 

However, it appears t.ltat a tremendous illicit ne.rcotlc traffic is flourishing. 

HONG KONG 

The annual report of the Government of the British Crovn Colony of 

Hong Kong for the year 1949 states that the total quantity uf raw op~ um se!.zed 

duriM that year was 1 11.50 kilogra:ms (2,535 pounds, 5 our.cea, 4 grt;~.ins). 
During 1950, to date, there have been 28 seizures of raw opium in Hong Kong, 

totaling approximately 1,177 pounds (533 kilograms, 891 grams). 

:BURMA 
' 

It appears trom reports from the Bunnaee Excise aut.hori ties that in 1949 

~e~e were 67 seizures of Chinese raw opium, weighing 1 1036 pounds, 1 nur.ce, 

262.5 grains (462 kilograms, 967 grams)_; 29 seizures of Shan raw opium, tota1:cng 

677 :pounds, 6 ounces, 175 srains {307 kilograms, 263 grams}; and 5 ael~ures of 

Indian raw opium, totaling 21 pounds, 3 ounces, 66.5 grains (9 kilograms, 

615 grams). The total quantity of raw opium of all claseaa seized in Burma 

1n 1949 was 1, 739 pounds, 3 ounces, 66.5 Qe.ins (Yt38 k1lc.grama, 886 grams). 

There was one seiZure of Chinese raw opium, weighing 85 pounds, 14 ounces, 

435 grains (3,342 to.lae) 1 Brld one 9~ ;6 :pounds, 5 olUlCes1 12.5 graL":a 

/( 2,190 tolaa). 



E/Cff.7/2ll\"' 
:ff:g'3 1~ ·. ,•, 

(2,19o·to;las).: The total quantitY of l"Mt o~lullf aelz~(llj,n_: :i9?o'(to; ~ate, f(:::ce;:: s 

l6,ooo .to1ai=r:('411' pounds)' 6 ounces; 375 grains)~ . . . 1 :r : . •l 

\. ·.' .. :. -) 

EGYP.r 

Reports received from Egypt indicate that the total fd.'.lanti ty of :raw opium 

ae.ized in 1949 :was 7,716 poum·s, 2 ·ounces~ :315 ·gre:ins (3,500 kiiosrams). It 1~ 
. . ' . .. . . • I . •·. . . . . . • . . . . . . 

:betlleved that llioat of tllia opium: was 6-f Turkish origin. Of' the toteJ." quantfty 

of d:rUgs seized.during 1949, 151000 ldlograma (33:~069 :poun:a~,··4 ·ounces, 

350 grains) in all, it ha.s been estimated that this repre·s'ent,ed ~only 20. per ;cer .. t 

of. the drugs actually amug,zled in·Lo Egypt. ·About '70 pel' r.;ent of' the ner(Jo:ti'cs 

brought into.Egypt are believea .to en"(..sr via Asia-A:f'ri.oa through the Stiez· Cane . .:J. 

Zone •. : · · 

For the first 8 months. of' 1950, 974 kilograms (2,.147 pounday 4 011l':c·ea, .: 

·· '349. sraJ..na) of raw op:! um. htwe. 'bt~en !'JeizeO.. One seiz~,;:~.·e ·?i .r:iw oriu:m ,.:i:d.ghed 

.20 kilograJD.s {44 pounds, 1·-ou.nce, 209 grains)~, ·In <-1nt:>tLoJ.· 6as~, four;I.Ietiouins 

arrested attempted to. swallow 9 ro:~l cylinders of cplnm:) Lm1 ge ·d~a~.::J of pu1·ge 

recovered the · cylinJ.e.rs,. · One Il1BJ::i had :swallowed three cylirili'ers. · 

One seizure waa made of 43 kilograms (94 pounds, 12 ounces, 341 grains) of 

stick opium. Could this be of Iranian origint 
·.·.' 

INDIA 

Inforlnation received f'rom the Ind.ian authorities and from other sources 

reflects that there were 22 seizures of. raw opium, weil?;hing 1,896 pounds, 

9 ounces, 157 Q5 grains ( 860 kilograms, :275.6 grams). Part ~:f the opium wa~ 
produced in India and part was from China. In one seizure of Chinese opium 

the containers bore labels similar to those seized in pre-vrar days • 

. . Reports received indicate that in the first part o:r'-.1950 Indian .. 

authorities have made 6' seizures of raw op:tum, wei~ing 47 pdunds, ·e. oun'ce~, 
90 £rains (21 kilograms; 551.5 ·gre~s). · 

PAKIST.AN 

· F.rom infol"llliltion received· there were 2· seizure.a oi· Afghan raw opl't1m made 

in P~kistan i:il. 1949, :..tota1ins 79.5 tolas· (2 ·pounds, 310 grains ... 927 erama)'. 

In 1950, .approxj.mataly 60 :pbunes (27 kilogz·ama,· 216: grains) o:f' r8.-« ~pium· 

have been seized to date. There.waa·l seizure ·of 76 telas(l pouaila
1

· 15 ounces, 
/117 gra~ns 
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l17 grain~: • 886 grams) ·am anotheD. ~t ;5 tolaa (1 pOund; 6 ounces, 275 g:miris -

641.52 grams).. The opium t~ic fttom Afghanistan ~PPeaioa lo be incre:laingly 

heavy.-

·GREAT BRITAl:N 

It appears from reports received that there were 16 seizures of raw opium 

in Great Britain in 1949, weighing 105 pounds, 7 ounces, 305 grains 

( 47 kilograms, 846 ~ 5 ·grams) • 

~n 1950, according to i11formation received, there ha7e been 2 seizures of 

raw opium, totaJ_iilg 6 kilograms, 123.5 grams (13 pounds, 7 ounces, 439 gra.ins). 

In Singapore and the Federated Malay States dur1ng'I949, there were 

98 seizures of raw opium, weighing 753 ki!ograms', '429 grams, ( 1,661 p..:•u:J.ds, 

·171 grains). Inl950, approximately 2,259 pounds,-(1,024 kilograms) of raw 

opium have been seized to date. 

In }!Qng Kong, there were 47 seizures of raw -opium totaling 2,535 pounds, 

.5 ounces, 4 grains ( 1,150 kilograms) in 1949. 

In the British territory of Kenya, customs offic~ra at Mombassa aei~ed in 

1949 6 pounds ( 2 kilograms, 722 grams) of raw opium from three Chinese c!·ew 

members of the British-India Liner KHANDALLA. 

A report has been· received that 35 grams (1 ounce, 103 grains) of raw 

opium were seized in-Zanzibar in 1949-~ ---
CHINA 

Preas reports received reflect that in July 1949 a chaxter flight airplane 

brought 4,000 :rx>unds ( 11814 ldlogramsj 368 grams) of raw opium from ChaotUilB, 

Yunnan, to Canton. 

TURKEY 

Although no formal seizure reports were submitted by the Turkish 

authorities, information received from reliable sources indicates t..fJ.at there 

were seized in Turkey during 1949, 2,482 pounds, 6 ounce~, 190 grains 

(1,126 kilograms) of raw opium. A seizure of 10 kilograms (22 pounds) was 

-made late in December 1949. 

' ,. 

}uNITED STATES OF AMEPJCA 
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. . _The ·t~tal· qu~~~iti)'·Qt l':BrW~opiunt 'sehed in th~;.un:it&d.~tatea· during 1949 

was 115 pounds, 12 ounces, 130 grains (52 kilograms, 512 grams). .The heaviest 

seizures were made at Atlant.ic Coast ports. 

The largest incl1viC!.ual seizure was one of 39 pounds, 15 ounces, 302.,5 

gr,ail;).a (18. kilograms, .135 grams). The aeeond largea:b ·raw opium seizure 

sm.ou1,1;ted to 12 pounds1 3, quneee, 158 grc.ina (5 .kilograms·~ ·539 grems) .. 

Statistics concerning Ira.nian, Turkish,. ;tndian wid Mexican .raw opium 

e~i~ures i11.·19~9 are given abo"l:e. 

· T_q dfl:te 1 in 1950, there he;ve l:l~ l2. seizures .of raw opium .made 'ih the 

Un_ited .States tot£4i:ng approximatel3' 30 pound.s,-,5: ounee.s:,. 10~ grains 

(13 kill()~am.e,. 757 grams). Three $$~.~urea· were. o'f' Turkish ·origin,· one ··of 

Iran~an or.igin S::ld. one. of .Indian ()rig:tn:.·· one seizure of. 7 pound-s;; 14 o\mces, 

332 grains ( 3 kilograms 1 594 grel'l.S) was effeGted< e.t J!fi'>nPtvn; Texas 1 on the 

Turkish st~amahip CORUH, arrived f'rotl:'Iai.';a..nbul.; ::The' op;l,·~:.W'~s of ·Turkish 

origin. A seizure of over 5 pounds of· .T\U'klsh op:tumlwaa: made at BaJ.t:tmrire, 

Maryland, la,.te in. Octo bar 1950 on. a .Turkish·.vessel. 

THE NEI'HERIANDS 

The. Netherlands Government BIJ.bm1 tted: reports for ,1949 indicating that 

there ware 12 seizures of raw opium, tot.alir~s. 61 :po~s, 14 otmces1 ·82 ·grains 

(28 kilograms, 72 grams). One seizure of 25.3 pounds (11 kilograms, 5 grams) 

was of Iranian origin .. 

, For the year -1950·;-eports to. elate ref'lect that there have been· 5 seizures 

of raw opium in t4e Netherlarujs t9taling a:ppro:x;~tely 2 kilograllu(; · 792.-8 grams 

( 6 pounds, 2 ounces, 224 grains). ' : 

AusrRAUA 

The Governmellt·. of- AU stralla -:r.eports that·. in' 1949 there were 15 seizures 

of raw opium, weighing-.57 pounds, 14 ounces, ·360 grains·{26: kllogl"Bl!la1 275.2 

grams} • In one, ~~z~e tlle opium was founq ·, floatitlg aShore in a ho1.1mved-out 

. space in .a piece of t+xriber lThich· wtUJ piokeca up :by a fiahai'man ·Slid turned ··over 

to police. Similar smuggling devices have bee:a encountered '1rl 'tlle United States. 

In 1950, to date, in Australia, it appears that there have been 8 seizures 

of raw opium, of a total weight of 8 pounds, 9 ounces, 322 gre~ins (3 ki.locrams, 

904.8 grams). /AUSTRIA 



AUSTRIA 

According to informa.:tion ava,ilab-i~_. ths~ 18 a record of a seizure of ra"r 

opium in Austria ;in 1950,. (}f 1 kilogram, 373 gr,a~ (3 pounds, 188 grains). 

VENEZUElA 

In 1949 there were 2 seizures of raw opium, totaling 2 kilograms, 

410 grams (5 pounds, 5 ounces, 4 grains). 

ANGID-EGYPriAN SOUDAN 

In~ormation has been received that there is a small traZfic in raw opium 

in the Anglo-Egyptian Soudan. In 1949 1 18 cases of such trd.ffic wera reported, 

and the total quantity seized was783 grams (1 pound 1 11 ounces, 2'(1 grains). 

In 1:2.,4.2, raw opium seized 1n Iraq totaled 31 ki.::.ogrn:.na, 172 grams 

( 68 pounda1 11 ounces, 244 g:reina) 1 while ·in 195p, it appaars that there have 

been 14 seizures of raw opium, weighing 3 pounds 1 5 ouncet31 254 erains 

(1 kilogram, 519 grams). 

.-· ... 

INDO:NESIA 

From seizure reports e.nd other infonnation received, it would El.ppear that 

during the year 1949 seizures of raw opium totaled 115 kilograms, 870 grams 

(255 pounds, 7 ounces, 82 grains). 

BRITISH ZONE OF GEJl.1ANY 

The British Military authorities report that they made in 1949 11 seizures 

of raw opium, weighing 3 kilograms, 114.8 grams (6 pounds, 13 ounces, 

381 grains) • -

FRENCH ZONE OF GERMANY 

According to information received, there was l seizu: .. e of raw cpium in 

this Zone, weighing 1 pounds, 11 ounces, 200.8 grains (3 kilograms, 500 grams). 

This seizure was effected in 1949. 

/UlmED ff.rATES ZONE 
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From th-e .lEt-teat 1ntormat1<:m a~ilable ,; lt 1t:f'fildicated that aitthori ties 

, in th1~ Zpnp·. a~ized. 2 kilograms, :775 ~S·· of rew opium i'n 1949•' . · 

Up to date in 19501 there have been 2 seizures of rmr opium in the 

United States Zone of Germany, weighing 81 pounds, 59 grains (36 Ji:ifjti;ruJlB1 
91!?.-sr~s) • · ·· ·- · ,_.. ·· 

. '. 

TBE PHILIPPINES 

i ' 
. \ .. 

One seizure of 950 grams {2 pounds, 1 ounce, 22J·gr~ins·of~~av; 6pium ha:J 

.been r~pqrt~d .effected <in the· ·Pliillppinea iri·:'l950· ; 
' ·~-

:ITALY · ' ·-., , 

The Italian author1 ties have rerorted one seizure of raw opium, vreighing 

1 ounce, 1'"(9.78 grains (40 grams) in !949. The situa+_,i<.;"l :cegerC.i:tg t!1~· illici1:1 

traffj_c in: parcot:l:c d~Sff. in Italy Will. be disc\lasaa. 'bel·.to~" wider 11Analys1a of 

, . . the. TrafffCn. • ' I 

~cy: !1'u}!la1e.2 
French Colonial authorities reported that durir1g 1949 there vas 1 se:lzure 

of raw opium, weigh~.ng 4 kilograms, 260 grams (9 pounds, 6 ounces, 116.9 :grains). 

'' 
. ; ' 

i. 

! •. .. \ ' 

' , "'f' "' 

. '· . 

,. 

': .. /PREi!ARED OPIUM 
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P:REPAAED OP!m.t 

Few setzure reports covering prepared opium setzed in 1949 have br:;on recetve1. 

Renee 1 t t ts im.posstble tntelltgontl.y to discuss the world trends in the illi.ct t 

t:t-affic tn this drug. Thte is considered .unfortunate, inasmuch as unquestionably 

there must have been a heavy traffic tn.prepared opium in Far Eastern countries in 

1949. 

UJil'rED STAT!S O'Jl. AMI!:RIOA 

The total quantity of' prepared opium seized in the United States during 191~;1 

was 95 pounds, 12 ou nco s, 54 gra 1. ns ( 4 3 kilograms, 4 36 grams ) • 

The largest and most frequGnt seizures of prepared opium wero made et poLnts 

on or near the Me.xtcan .Border and the Pacific Ooest. Th<;:: largest tndi.vidual 

seizure was one of 11 pounds, 6 ouncE~s, 182. grains (5 kilograms, 172 gre.ms). On 

November 151 1949, customs agents at Los Ancreles, California, seized twenty-five 

5-tael tins of prepared opium, weightng 10 pou-nds, 2 ounces, 218.75 grains 

(4 kilograms, 607 grams). 

Seizure of prepared opium at Atlant tc Coast i)Orts were small tnd i v'Ldi.w.lly. 

At New York Ct ty a so tzure was made of over 6 pounds (2 kilograms, '{22 grams) 

of unlabeled prepared opium in tins appearing to be of Chineso origin. A l~tc.e.l 

ttn "Was se tzed tn California booring the famt.l i.ar "Rooster & Elephant" li.kcness of 

a fowl· and the words "Lo Fook" which formerly app,,:;arod in Ch inose characters on 11Lo 

Fook Koe'' ttns of Kwangchow-vran origtn. In this case the opium was of tnferi.or 

quality and probably origtnuted in Mexico, 

A number of ttns of prepared opium woro seized at Boston, the containers being 

the proruLct of the Stameso Govo~nmcnt Optum Monopoly. 

Prepared optum seized tn most tnctancos was mado from Mexican, Ira.nian, Indian, 

Turkish and Chinese. raw opiam ln the order named as ro13ards quantity. 

Prices of prepared optum in 1949 on the Moxtcan .Bordor wore a llttle lower than 

tn previous years. A so-called 5-taol tin whtch actually was a tobacco tin and 

contained about 5 ounces of opium could be purchased in M:o.xtco for about $2:)0, 

provided that tho purchaser would tro.nsport it himso.lf to tho un~_t·::d States. If 

the seller agreed to undertake tho transportation, appro.xtmatu.ly $50 w:mld b,J added 

to tho cost of tho tin. If the tin eventually reached tho Atlantic So<:;.bohrd,. the 

prtco would go up another $50 or more. 

/To da to ln 1950, 
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To date in 1950, there hav'&1beeft 19 '£ie:l.'zures of pre:t'lSJ:'ed opium, totaltnG 

32 pounds, 3 ounces, 3.76 sr~1pe.. (.14.1dlp8J:.a.IllS,r,625 ·gra.ma)·:made·in ·the Un:lted 

States. One seizure .of 6.pounds, ~4 qunqea (2 kilograms, 835 e¢ainb} was of 

Mexican. origin; ~o .ae.izuref3 a,re ~l.i~ed ~o .. btl.ve beeh of Indian orlGin;. three 

appoa.red t~ be o;f Chi~ese:.or~gi~ ... Th~se ,ee~.zurea b'oro dh:t:rre!'Ja c.harecte1·~ and. 
' ' . '•{' . 

were packed in round 1-tael tins. One bore the label "Lam Kee" in Ch:!.nese 

characters, and the likeness of an eacla • also the J1'ngJ.:!.sil words 11Made in Indio", 

They were not genuine 11Iam Kee" labels and appeared to bav:e bt7enf.:impfov:tsed., 

There was a seizure of pre~ed opium. in ;round 1-ta.~l tins marked .4'Elephant D::c£1:n4';, 

another im1 te.tion of the former well-knovm ''Roost~r and Ele),ll:.aut -. (Lam: Kee) 

brand". A third seizure was in rou..11d 1-tllel tins 'baarinc Ctd.;.l~se cha:tactera iihich 

did not indicate that the tins contained opium. All of these rotmd. 1-tael tins· • . . 

were machine made and e.xPertiy c.rimped and appeared to .have been-factory !lll:lde~ · 

However 1 their identity and oriGin have not yet b.een ascertained. It is 

bel:!eved that the old aotu·ces of supply, such a..s }•lacao arli r:· .. 1angchciw-wan, have 

ceased to eXist. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Information 1S available as to but one seizw:·e of :prepared o:p1.um in 

Groat Britain in 1949, weighing ~3 litro (10. oup.c€/s, 254.6 gra.:!.na - 300 gt•ema). 
. . . 

· In the Bri tiah C1·own Colony of Hong Kong in 1949 there were seYercl · . ' . 

Seizures of prepared opium l;eported.. vlhioh 'totaled 74 po,.Ulds 
1 

: l5 ounces 
1 

137 6t'fl:!.ns 

(34 kiloc;rmaa). In 1950, 2 seizm·es, weichiJ:lg 6!12.6 grams (1 pound, 292 Gl'af~s) 
were made. 

In the Federated Malay States in 19.49 there were 24 seizures of pre:r,a.:red 

opium reported, totaling '2:77 pounds, 2 ounces, 201 grains (125 kilocra:t:u3, 

715 grams). 

In l950, in the Federated .Malay States, there have been 45 seizures of 

pre:pared opium, totalinG 200 kilograms,. 656.1 grq.ms (442 pounds 
1 

5 ou.."lces, 

405 grains) • The largest 'individual seiztu·e was one of 22 kilogri'Ulls, 922 grr1ms 

(50 pounds, 8 ounces, 24~ grains). There has been a hea~r flo~ of ~epa1·ed opium 

into Malaya from China and India. 

THE NErliERIANDS 

The Netherlands authol~i ties have reported 9 seizm·es of prepared op~.um made 

/in 194)1, 
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in 1949, weighing l kilogram, 369· gramS (3 pounds 1 127 grains). In 1950, 

1 seizure of 100 grams (3 ounces, 231 c:ra.ins) has been reporterl. 

INDONESIA 

The Government of Indonesia reports that in 1949 there l-Tas 1 aetzm~e of 

pre:pared opium, weighing 1 kilogram (2 pounds, 3 ounces, 120 grai:.1s); 

1 weighing 369 grams (13 ounces, ... , Gr0.1na); 1 equaling 8 kilograms (17 po· .. lnds, 

10 ounces, 83 grains); am l we1gh1.ng 275 ·grwus (9 ounceo, 306 grains). 

BURMA 
It is difficult to determine from reports received. f.rom :StU'ntese 

authorities the actual quantities of r.ro:rared opium oejzed jn 19:+5', since 

seizures uere given in terms difficult for Olle not under£Jtar;.ding :BU.TIJlese to 

understand. It is lmmm, however, that there were 5 seiZ1tces of l)repaced 

opium, totaling 7 kilog:r8lll.S, 346.9 gl'allll3 (16 pound.s, 67 cr.:ij_na). Probably 

·there were other and larger seit1~ C"..:f' :;.re~ed opium r...ade. 

CANADA 

The Canadian authorities reported seizures in 1949 of prepared op:i:urir, 

weighing 20 grarus (309 grains) • 

AUSTRA.LIH. 

Ir.1. 1950, 5 seizures of pre:rared opium have been reported from Anstralla. 

The opiutn. weighed 3 pounds, 9 ounces, 104 grains (1 l~ilogram, 622.7 grams). 

Iv'J!.URITIUS 

Britisli authorities in l-hur1 ';:tua have reported 1 seizure of 124 grama 

{4 ounces, 164 grains) made in 1949. 

jr-1CRPHINE 
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According to the Bangkok Efl(1:1ieh la.ngue~e press, there was 1 seizure of 

4 kilograms (8 :pounds, 13 ounces, 42 p,re.ins) of morphine made from an 

ex-policef!:la.ll 1n 1949. ~is morphine ·}lad: 'been converted from raw opiu.m locally, 

and there. is evfdence that the conversion or. o:p::t\llll into morphine has reached 

such proportions that the illicit traffic in opiwn has turned to the more 
. "' . ~ 

profi~ble morphine traffic~ 

BRITISH ZONE OF GERMANY 

There WE!re many seizures of morphine end opium d.&rivatives in t!ds Zone in 

1949, but the quantities 1ncUvic.ua1ly '\'l'ere 'quite small, beL.y tn r;rain.lots. Some 

seizures were reported in the form pf' "tablets", "e.mpoules'' arid. 11 v:l:als". 'The 

total quantity of morphine seized 'Has 4 ::ilograms, 687.7 grams (10 :poun:es, 

5 ounces, 154 gra ine) • 

In 1950, to date, 23.49 grams (370 r;rains) o.f morph:i.ne have been seize-d. 

UNITED STATES ZONE OF GliRNANY 

One seizUre of 9i'3 erams .(2 pouncts, 2 ounces, 295 n;rains) of moJ.':ph5.ne has 
,. , 

been made early in 1950 in the United Stat~s Zone of Gerrnany. Later in the year, 

United States .A:rrny S{"ents, worltine tor;ether ldth German agents, arreGted 11 

Germans and seized a total of 11 pounds of pure morphine. The morphine seized 

w.s contained in reseal~q. tins, syrinces, vials, and ·ampoules. It is believed 

that an important narcotic sm~rling has been smashed. 

INDONESIA 

The Indoneslan a.uthori ties reported. seizures of' morphine in 1949, "toreir:biil(!: 

C06 Grams (1 po\tnd, 12 ottnces, 188 e,rains). 

GIUAT BRITAIN (Hone: Kone) 

In 1950, to date, there have been 3 selzures of morphine in Honn; Kong, 

,-reit:hine; 6.67 grams (103 r,rains), A clandestine moriJhino leboratory was raided. 

/tJNITrl> STATES OF Al.rr::RICA 
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Morphine seizures 1-tere smaller than those made in 194E\ Customs sc:Jz:Jres of 

morphine totaled. only a little over 6 otmces (170 crams). The total qyantity o.f 

morphine seized was 3 pounds, 14 ounces., 206 cra~a (1 kilocra.m, .771 rsrams). 

Morphine seizures ~ere confined mostly to morphine sulfate.and tartrate, stolen 

or diverted from licit ·channels. Morphine hyd.rochloricle of a dirty bro\m color 

was seized occasionally on the Mexican ~Jrder, havinr~ been smuggled from 

clandestine laboratories in Mexico. 

To d.ate1 in 1950, 10 oti.'"lces, 96.125 grains {290 rra.ms) of morphin~ have been 

seized in the United States. 

THE NETHERLANDS 

The Netherlands authorities reported'21 morphine seizures in 1949, Heighi!lp.' 

374 .. 316 grams (13 ounces, :~9 grains). One seizure was re])orted as 32 tal)lets and 

another 80 tablets, the -vreight not bei~ gi van, while there were several seizures 

of "ampoules", the weight of -vrhich was not stated. 

AUSTRIA 

During February 19h9 authorities in Vienna seized 3 IdloP;rams, 500 rtrams 

(7 pounds, 200 grains) of morphine. In 1950, 1 seizurt;; has been made of 

1 kilogram, 500 crams ( 3 pol).nds 1 I.J. ormccs, 39-C r:,rains) of morphine, and one of 

422 ampoules ( vTeight not given) • 

CANADA 

There were several seizures of morphine in Canada duriD£' 1949, acc.ord:l..n{! to 

reports received. The total quantity seized -vras 2 ounces, 344 erai~s (79 crams). 

One report gave an undetermined· quantity of morphine seized. 

COLOMBIA 

The Colombian authorities report 1 seizure of morphine in 1949, weighing 

13.95 rrama (215 grains}. 

FRENCH ZONE OF G;ERMANY 

From the French Zone -oi' Genr..any comes a rep6rt coverill[' a seizure of 

10 ampoules of morphine (weight not siven} made in 191~9. 
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ITALY 

•. 

;HEROIN. 

According to reports eubmi tted by the I tali~ author! ti as I there vrare 
\ ... ; . . . .. ~ '· . . : ' ' 

9 seizures of heroin,·· totaling 4 Pounds, 14 ounc~s, 51 gra:Jna (2 kilograms,. 

211~:6 grams). There was i eei~,~~. of heroin of {kilo~~~ (2 pounds, 
. ~ ' 

3 ounces, 120 grains). 

This information does not r~flect the true pi~t\,'Q:e 1n !t.aJ.y • 
. l 

Investigations in Trieste' late in 195o'.have disclosed. that th~re is a. s:teacly 
I ' ' ~ ' " ' 

flovr of heroin from Italy into Trieste and the Un1 ted States from di vei'tS<'l 

stocks.. This will be discussed more fully under "Analysis of the Tl'affj.C 11
, 

below. One seizure has been made in Trieste of 5 .kiJ.og:t;'a:JlS (ll r)oux.ds ~ 

· · l6Z e;rains} of' heroin. 

EGYPr 
According to authentic sources tdthin :;:;gypt, the Jfl£!Y]?tian Coast Guard 

during the period from Janue.ry l to november 30, 1949, saizeU. a total of 

53 kilogrema (116 pounds, l3 ounces, 209 gcalna) of hel~oin. Four add.Lt:!.,onal 

seizures totaling 33.3 grams (1. o'Unce, 76 ,graj,na) wore reported later. 

TURKEY 

On April 23, 1949, Turklsh customs seized 4 largtt tins of heroin at 

Ista.hbul and arrested the master a.nd. crew of the vessel,.. The heroin '"eid;led. 

l kilogram, 620 srams (3 pounds, 9 ounces, 63 g:t-aina).. In No·tember 1911-9 
·, . ' 

Istanbul police raided a. clandestine heroin factory, and s~:ized 30 k11og:ra.l'1a 

· (66 pounds, 2 ounces, 85 gre.ins) of pure. hero:tn. During tbe .last J XllDi!.:l:i.!:.s. of 

1949, 14 heroin seizures wer·e made in Istanbul. One seiZ1U'e weighed 27 1-::il'Jgrruus, 

400 grams (60 pounds, 6 ounces, 221 grains) o.nd anothGr found in a. clandes·t;ine 

laboratory weie;hed lO kilogra.l?-B (22 polulds,. 323 grains) • In this· factory,,vare 

seized also 5 .l:lters (4 kflograma~ 793 graJns • 10 pounds, 9 ouncea; 31 BJ:'e.ine) 

of semi-processed liquid heroin. 

In 1950, to d.a. te, seizures of 13 kilograms 1 478 gr·a.ma . (29 pouP.d.S, 11 ounces 1 

148 grains) have been l'eported. Five cases ":r~re 1uade. .Furtl1er re.rua.rl-;:s regarding 

heroin production and the i:llicit traffic in ;thp.t dJ:'?S will appear under 

"Analysis of the Traffic'f. · 

jTJlrrr;;n STA'l'ES OF AMERICA 
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Total hex"o1n seizure~;~, ~aounted to 66 pounds, .6 ounces, 239 grainS:· . 

(30 kilograms, 123 gram~). A ,~~ iincrease o:v~ 194~. .. '· · · 
The largest indiVidual seizure of heroin consisted of 6 pounds, 5 ounces 

{2 kilograms, 863 grams), and vaa made at :r-rew York City by ne.rcot:i? ager~ts on 

February 17, 1949, from Joseph 'BASILl'~, jmportant narcotic braffioke:r:. Also,. 

Seized Were 1 :pound, 8 ounces (680 gt•ama) of cocaine run·· peckagillg Itltit~ria.l. 
Customs ag.ents< at New York Oi ty on December 7, 1949} after cond:!:i.cting an 

investigation, arrested: Jean DeVITO,· Jo (Giuseppe) CONTRONEO a:.nd. 
' .. ''.~ . 

Antonio LoBCCCIARO and seized l :pom1Si, 3 ounces, 103 grains ()4) grams) of hero:tn. 

The heroin had been emusgled from the steawmi:p AT!Am'IC and had ortg:1 nally been 
' ' 

purchased in Genoa. · · · ·· 

To date, in 1950, there ~ave beon 24 seizures of heroin1 total:f.nt(1~ 'pounds, 

9 ounces, 399.1 grains (2 kilograms, 95 grams). Tile largest seizu.re '·ras one of 

2 pounds, 3 ounces, 63 grains (999 ~) made on the Atlantic Coast. 

Further discussion of the heruin situation in the Unitod States 'l-T1ll be made 

under "Analysis of the Traffic", below. 

CANADA 

There were a number of seizures of heroin, totaling 3 kilograms, 

374.4 grams (7 pounds, 7 ounces, 12 grains), reported by the Canadian Government 

during 1949. 

In 1950, there have been 6 seizures of heroin, totaling 77.1 grams 

(2 ounces, 315 grains), in Canada. 

UNITED STA'l1]!8 ZO~l'E OF G::tl:ru1ANY 

United States Zone authorities reported a seizure in 1949 of 500 grams 

(1 pound, 1 ounce, 279 grains), of heroin. There is some indication that this 

was genuine heroin. 

In 1950, to date, there has been 1 seizure of heroin, weighing 1 gram 

(15.4 grains). 

HONG KONG 

Authorities in the British Cro"'m ColOllJ" of Hong Kong reported muneroua 

seizures of heroin, totaling 35 kilog:t.•ams ("17 pounds, 2 ounces, 257 c,rains). 

/U.P to this date, 

"~"~·-·--- ----------------
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Up to this de. te 1 in 1950, ther~ 1itiv~ "b•eh 2 sei tUl'ea: of', red heroin pills, 

totaling 3' k1lpgrame1 .265 •. 8 grams {77 po'I.Ulds, .J.J. ounces;: 421 gra,,ns).. This 

compared With 96,082 red h(;Woi:n.ld.ils deized .1it19)f9 ... 

·.CODEINE 

tJl'iJfT.ED STATES ZONE oF GmMA.Ni .... 
. - ~: 

In the Un1 ted Stat~s Zo~e. o:f' Ge~ny ill 1950, . tl;lere was l aej,zure o:f' 

"6 kilograms, 6S2 ~runs ·o.( ~~a~ u ounces, 306 graina) ,· of co~~ine •.. 
' -' ' . ' ~ ; ' ' . . . .. ' - ~. . ' '.· ' ·- ' 

In tl:ie Netherlands in 1950 1 there has been l seizure o:f' codeine,.. 

weighing ~5 grams'· 3 ounces. 

~ . : 

.. 
f.' . '' \ ... 

. ' ' . 

' ~· ,·.' 

.. ,• /COCP.II~.JJ 
'' ., 

: ~ . '.: 
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CCCAD.TE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The total quantity of cocaine seized during 1949 was 30 .IJOund.B, 

359 grains (13 kilograms, 631 grams), compared with 13 :poun1s, 1 ounce, 

431 grains (5 kilograms, 954 grams), seized dt;.ri:ng 1948~ This incree.se ;m.s 

as significant as that which occurred in 1948 and was due largely to :hi.croased 

efforts of seamen to smuggle coceine into the United Sta tea from Peru. 

In 1950, there have been 4 se1zurea of Peruvian cocaine, totaling 

9 ounces, 315.6 grains (276 grams). 
On February 28, 1950, customs and r..a.rcotics agente, acting upon :lnfm:wation 

rece:t ved, searched the hotel room. in Nel-r Yorlc City of Pio l:orclea SLT.~<l'.AS and 

found therein traces of a white pow:'ter in a false bottom of a sui tca.se. 

SUTERAS was pru."'JD.i tted to return to his native Cuba vrhen it could not be 

determined that the :powder liaS a narcoli:!c dru,g. &'ubseg_uently 1 furbher 

investigation resulted In the disCQvery of a second sui tca,se conta:'.ning 9 6u.uces 

of Peruv:!.an cocaine. There was no doubt that the cocaine vra.a the property of 

SUTERAS 1 and that he had been smuggling cocaine into the United States from 

Cuba for many years. 

Further discuaa~_on Will be ruade of the cocatne e:t.tuation in the 

United States under "Analysis· of the Traffic". 

TURRJi.!Y 

The Turkish press on April 25~ 191+9, reported that 4 ia.rge vials 

(\,reight not given), valued at 100,000 Turkish pounds, had. been seized. 

UNITJID STATES ZONE OF GEI\MANY 

United States military authorities, in 1950, have announced that a. seizure 

of 2 kilograms, 138 grams (4 pounds, 11 ounces, 182 grains), '\>laS made in the 

United States Zone of Germany. 

BRITISII ZONE OF GERMANY 

According to British Zone autho::ci ties, there '\'Tere several seizures of 

cocaine in 1949, weighing 4 ounces, 31 et'ains (115.4 grams). The weiGht was not 

gi van in several seizures. 

/EGYPT 
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Egyptian authori t:!.ee reported a seizure of cocaine in .1949, .,,eighing 

1 gram (15 .4 grains). 
,.. ; .. ' ·. ~~. 

AUSTRIA 

'According to what information is av2.:11abie, ther~ vTas 1 seizure in 

Austria· in 1949 of :364 gr-~ms (15 our.ceD '· · 317 grains). 

THE NETJfBlUA!-IDS 

Information furnished by t.lle :r-:retherlAnds author:!.t.ies reflects that in 

. '1949 there was i ~eizure ~f 10 ~pouJ.es of' coca1ne~ ,.,rej,ghing, 71 131~ama 
( 2 ·ounces.; :313 tia:ins) • · · 

In·1950, in the Neth~ri.a.D.d.a, tllere ~a been 1 ae:fzure of 73 crat1s 

(2 ounces, 252 grainfl) of' coca:tne.' 

BURMA· 
',' ·.·'· 

·.·. 

The Burmese' e.uth~1·i ties re.pm.~t.~d. 3 oe1.zures of' cocaine, totaling l pound, 

1 ounce, J.48 gcairte;: (492 gram~) I .i·n 19JtY~ 

PAKISTAN 

In 1949 there was a tot~1 of 416 erains (27 eralls) of cocaine seized. 

:t-lEXICO 

One report from Mexico mentioned a seiZlll"e of 358 crams (12 ounces I 
' . 

27') grainS) 1 Of; COCaine 'i-la.B made in 1949 0 

/CAHNJ:..:BIS 
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~~ informatid~ recetved in seizure reports and the Egyptian press 

during 1949, there· were 50 eel zures of ha.shi ah, totaling 34, 171 pounds, 

9 ounces, 245 grains (15,500 kilograms). 

In 1950, to: date, thel:·e·has been 1 se:izure of hashish on Mru.~ch 27, 1950, 

from a notorious traffickel· known as the "King of the Deeart 11
• The hashish 

was said. to be valued. at LE20,000, but its weight was not given. Ariother 

seiz.ura of 10 kilograms (22 pounds, 323 gra.:tns) vraa made e~::'r.ly in 1950. On 

August 14, 1950, Egyptian Coast G·,tard o!'f.i.cera seized. 2,000 kilograms (4,409 

pounds, 3 ounces, 368 grains) of hashish, following a fierce gun battle. 

This 1-1as the largast hashish seizure ever lllf!.d.e in EGYpt in 1 day. 

The flow of Syria'l ·and l.eba..'l.bse hashish into EB;}"];lt will be discussed 

under "Analysis of the Traffic". 

BUP.MA 

The BUI'Illese authorities have reported 17 seizures of GlJlja. in 1949, 

totaling 12,655 tolas (327 pounds, 11t ounces, 3 g:J.'ains - 148 ld.lograms, 

722 grams) • Part of the eanja was smuggled from the Shan States and part 

grown in Bu.r:ma.. 

In 1950, Burmese authorities have seizerl 16,115 tolas of hashish 

(414 pounds, 6 ounces, 75 grains .. 187 tilogre.ms, 965 grams) • 

. UNITED STATES OF M1miiCA 

Dur:tng 1949, there was seized. in the United Sta tea a total of 

3,625 pounds, 4 ounces, 4 grains (1,644 kiloerams, 388 grams) of cannabis. 

The increases in mrihuana seizures in 1948 and. 1949 are sienificant, since 

the great bulk seized was smuggled from .Mexico. 

· Cannabis seizures at Atlantic Coast and lvlexican Gulf porta am01 .. mted to 

approXima.tely 74 pound.a (33 kilograms, 484 grams). Included. in the total vera 

65 pounds (29 kilosra.ms, 484 grams) of marihuana.; 2 pounds, 12 ounces (1 ld.logram, --484 grams) of takrouri; 2 pounds, 7 ou..."'loes (l kilogram, 106 gx•ai'JlB) of PE!=LI16; 
1 pound, lJ ounces (822 grams) of ~; and. 2 pounds, 362 grains (930 grams) of 

hashish. 

· /In the United Sta tea, 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
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In the United States, in: 1950, to ®te, there have been 18 setzures of' 

marihuana at Atlantic Coast and :MeXican Gulf ports, totaling 74 pour.tds{. 

4 ounces, 105.4 grains (33 kilog:t·a.ma, 687 gt'ams). The l.a.rges:t indi\'idual 

eeizlu-e.~as'<one dr 56 peunas, 288 ~.·ain~ (25· bi;&;rama, 4i9 gratlS), apd was 
mad~ at r1ffi./York city :by nar~ot16 ~serit.s. · · ·: , . . . .· · . . 

On the Mexican Border and Pa.cffic ·c~st in 1950 there have been 

. 33. Seizur~s· of ma.ribuaria, weighinC 459 pounda, 2 ounce~, 336 gr~ins 
(208 kilogr~s; -282 gra.m:s). The 'hrgest 1~ividual seizm~o was Ol}.e ~f 
254 pounds (ll5 kilograms, · 212 grams). · There have be~n f1.tct.har e:x:'!irernely 

. large 'sei'zures of' marihua.r:ia 6n t11e i•foiican :Borde'r which h8ve not ye,t been 

tabulated. It is known, hm-rever, t;::.a. t t:D:d.h}.W.na continued to be seized in this 

area in 100;..potmd.. lots •. Tak::r'ouri, · (1IDJ& 1 daesa, an~· hashish are boi.ng aelzed 

on the Atlantic boast and.Mexican Gulf coMtantly, but upwto~the-minute figures 

are not available. 

UNITED STATES ZONE OF GERMAI'v'Y 

According to reports received, there were made, _in 1950, in this zone, 

4 seizures of caiUlabis, bf a total weight of' 905 gr~s (1 pouni, 15 ,ounces, 

403 grains}. Some o:f the camJabis was in· ttwafer" form. 

COLOMBIA 

In November and. Decemb:er ·1949, 6 persons we:r:e. arrest-ed. for ia•afficl:;tng 

in :marihuana. The· report stated· that mal:·ihuana smoking ~s ~~o~ in Colombia. 

in houses of prostitution, theaters, and ce.ntinas. Ha.rilluana ciga.rette~-aell 

in these places at 50 centavos each, 

MEXICO 

According to the Mexican authorities, there were 3 seizures or marihuana 

in 1949, totaling 386 pounds, 10 ounces, 163 grains (175 ldlogt·~, 384.8 grams). 

W'NISIA 

Figures for the 7ea.r 1949 are not available, but it has been reported that 

. ~uring 1948, 373 kilogra.ma, 885 erama (821i pounds, 4 otinces, 1~3 grains), of' 

takrouri wer'e seized, e.nd 166 Itilc;grruas, 170 grams (366 pounds, 5' ounces, 

148 grains) of other types of C8.J.'1.nabis l'rere seized. 

/TRAifSJOHDAN 
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In TraneJol"'da.n, in 19501 1 seizure of 7 kilograms, 8 grams (15 pounds, 

7 ounces, .87 gre.~ns) of hashish has been reported .• 

IRAQ 
In 1950, there have been 24 seizures of cannabis effected in Iraq. 

Practically all of the seizures were of he.shish, although small quantities of 

Shira and sukh ta werE! ma.de. .The total quantity of the haah:f.sh seized was 
' ; • • j 

21 kilograms, 397 .gt"alllB (47 :pounds, 2 ounct:~s, 331 grains). 

MAURITIUS 

It \vas reported, in 1949, that 124 kilograms, 421 gra.ma (274 pounds, 

4 ounces, 357 grains) of sanJa and 3,364 cannabis plants were seized in 

Mauritius. 

SWAZIIAM> 

From January through December 1949, a total of 10,114 pounds, 12 ounces 

(4,590 kilograms, 751.6 grams) of cannabis was seized. 

BASUTOIAND 

It appears that authorities in this territory during 1949 seized 

412 k11ogra.ma, 767 grama (909 pounds, 15 ounces, 398 grains) of cannabis. 

ANGLO -EGYPriAN SUDAN 

A report received in 1949 stated that lll kilograms, 934 grams 

(246 po'Ullds, 12 ounces, 153 grains) of ce.n.nabis were seized in 419 cases, 

PAICISTAN 

According to the .Pakistan Ex:cise Depar1lp.ent, during 1949, over 207 pounds 

(93 kilogra.:ms, 896 grams) of Afghan charas were seized. In 1950, to date, there 

have been 13 seizures of Afghan charas, totaling 33 seers, 560 tolas (82 pounds, 

4 ounces, 240 grains ... 37 kilograms, 324 gt'f@S). Apparently, there was a heavy 

traffic in charas into Pakistan from neighbou.;M.ng states. 

/INDIA 
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UIDIA 

Only 1 ::sej,,zure of- .c.anoabiel was· reporte<l in 1949, consfsting- o'f 

6 kilograms, 545.9 grams (14 ·pounds, ·6 ounces, 393 graihs). :rt ~s ·riot 'atated 

whether the cannabis was bhang, ganja, or charas., In 1950, 3 kilograms, 

229 grams (7 pounds, 1 ounce, 393 grains) of charas were seized. 

·' ... ·.· ... 

'' 

, In ;1.949, ~ere hav~e bean 4 seizures br· ca.nilabis, totaling i6 ·kilo(,;run'a, · 

988.6 grams (37 pound.s1; 1 ounces,, lll grains) • In l~)O' 1 t is: reported. tha't;· 

13 kilograms, 305.6 g:.ra.znS ( 29 pounds, 5 ounces, 149 grains) of b>a.llja have been 

seized. 
,"II 

AUSTRALIA_:-· 

Three seizure reports from the Australian Government in 1949, totaled 

1 kilogram, 587.6 grems (3 pounds, 8 ounces). In 1950, l soizure of 113.4 

grams (4 ounces) of cannabis was ::ne.de. 

ZANZIBAR 

Info:rma·~ion has been received that, in 1950, authorities in Zanzibar 
·, '. 

seized 1 kilogram, 270 grams (2 pour.d.s, 12 ounces, 349 grains) of cani.~Clbis. 
; tl 

·. ,. 

AUSTRIA-

A report has been received that several persons were arrested in A~otria 

in 1950 for trafficking in cannabis, but no d.rugs were sefz'ed ~ 
).'.I :•·1 r 

GREAT BRITAIN, · , _ 
I . . "·''" 

! . : ,. ; .· .. 
'..'•·· 

In 1950, to date, according to such records as are available, 2 seizures 

of cannabis have been made in Great Britain, l of 396.9 graiUB (13 ounces, 

437 erains) ~Xld t-lle o..ther oi' 907 .• 2 grtlmS (3i ounces, · 437 E#'ains). 

. ~ .. · .... r , 
.. '·: . 

THE PHILIPJ;l!~S · ··· . ·. 

:A. I.'.epPI_'t. r;eceiy~, in- 1950 , .. 'from· Manila., stated tliat in this year an arrest 

was made in connection .w::tth;a· seizure:· of a package ·dr marihuana cigarettes. 

The weight of the marihuana ,.1as not ci ven. 

/CANADA 
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No u:p-to-tha-m.1.nute statistics are a.va:Uable at the time, but it a.ppenrs 

that, in 1949, authorities 1r{ Caruuia mad~ a marihuana sej.zure on 1 occasibn. 
. ; . . 

The total quantity seized was 228 grams (2 ounces, 18 g.cail'!S). No doubt, later 

figures have been furnished, but they are not available at tee Wti tine; of this 

review. ,In 1950, 1 aej.zure of 12 marihuana cicarettes was made. 

In 1949 .• information was received. that 5 pounds (2 kU.oe:rmns, 268 grams) 

of marihuana and 125 marihu..'l.Ila :plants were seized in Cuba. 

/NON-NAliC~riC s:JBSTAirvES 
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Narcoti-c peddlers in Chicago.-, :Illinois, ar~ _passing off a .. mtx:ture of 

epso~ salt~ and novoc~i-ne as cocaine. IJ.nie :ts pro~bly due to the fact that 

supplies of cocai~e on. the street have reduced SOllleyhat.. One negro confidence 

man attempted to interest narcotic Ulldercover agents ;in, a large. g_ua.nti ty of 

purported cocaiD:a valued at $20 1000. It was ... disf;ovared that the so-called. 

cocaine was, in fact, epsom salts. 

The Bureau of Narcotics in the United States conducted, during the yeal~ 

1949, a major investigation of the se.le. of non-narcotic substances falsely 

labeled a:s narcotic dr~s and. bearing fe.lse labels. A number of el:'rests have 

been made. Customs officers on seve1•al occasions have seized purported 

cocaine which turned out to be ei thor novocaine or procain. '!bare 1 a, it 

appears 1 a brisk market in novocaine alleged to be cocaine in Italy. 'l.be 

sellers claim that it is German synthetic cocaine. 

THFnS 

CUBA 

On June 6, 1949, 2,688 grams (5 pounds, 14 ounces, 356 c;ra~.ns), of 

chlorate of mo:::·J;ihine, 1, 600 g;.•ams ( 3 pounds, 8 ounc as 1 191 grains) , of pure 

codeine ard 100 grams (3 ounces, 231 grains) of ethyl morJ;ihine were stolen 

from a case which 8.l'rived in Havana on the Netherlands steamship AXEROYK 

consie;ned to Iaboratorios Vieta Pl3eencia, Havana. Fear was expressed that 

these drugs would be smuggled into the United States .. 

EGYPT 

On January 26, 1949, quantities of hashish, laudanum; eucodol, euoodol 

powder, pantopon, cocaine, heroin and morphine were stolen from a pharmacy 

in Cairo. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

In 1949 there were 1,227 thefts of narcotic drugs, com~ed to 1,361 
thefts of such cb.·uge in 1948. 

/ANAI:i.SIS OF TII:X TRAFFIC 
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study of the illicit traffic reflects that the prilic~r.al s~ces of .su~p:).y 
are Italy, Turkey, Iran, India1 t-!:exico, France, China, and Hong Kong. They were 

' ' ' . ' 

joined by The.ilf.ind whose soft ·nete.l ·tubes of l·ionopoly opium "'!ere seized on 

several occaa~ons. 

It is reported on excellent authority that la~e quantities of heroin are 
. . 

being smuggled out of Italy and. Trieste to the United states. This heroin is 

said to be dive'J'ted from licit channelso Recant.ly mHita:ry authorities in Tr1este 

seized 5 kilogJ"ti""!lS (ll pounG.s. 16'::: t;:i."'Rin.:::) of heroin a.ivc:'~3d f:::oom a. pharmacy ~nd 

arrested se'Veral uersona. An Am~?:r.·lc8ll r::flal.mn was arrested in Trisste a very short . . . 

while ago in possession of narcotic administretion equipiOO:ut. H:J.a aou:-ce of 

supply, one leo R'JSSELID had purchased in the blac:k market, during April and May 

1950, 100 am:pou.les of morphine am heroin. As a resW.t of the seizure made in 

·Trieste, inves'tizations in Italy by Italian authorities brought about the 

additional seizure of 5 kilograms of heroin. The heroin seized in Trieste ~nd 

1n· Italy bore the labels of the ScHit.PPP..RELLI pharmceutical firm •. Although it bee 

not been indicated yet tha.t this firm is violatin'g the local narcotic laws, it is 

evident that 1 t is dispensing hero~n rather indiscrimina.tely. The label of the 

SCHIAPPAREUI firm·has appeared in a seizure of heroin in the United States on 

28 June l9h8, on the Amarican steamship J.t!.ARINE PERCE. 

It is considered now that Italy is the IllB Jor source of supply of heroin 

which is .smuggled into the United States. 

TUR.KEY 

Heroin is being smuggled into the United States in increasing quantities ~ 

is causing a spread of heroin addiction. According to best-informed sources 1 a 

large part of this heroin originate·~ in Iatanb~. The s'eizure by Tur:cish police 

of several clandestine heroin laboratories confirms this information. It i.s 
. . 

reported that Turki·sh heroin is not smuggled in large quanti ties direct to the 

united states by aeanen, but that it is carried across the TurkiahriSyrian border 

to Beirut, Lebanon, and shipped to this covntry from that potnt. 

In 1949, Turkish authorities e~eized 73 kilograms, 813 grams (162 p01mda 1 

11 ounces, 286 gretna) of heroin and in the first 4 months of 1950, have seized 

already 13 kilograms, 478 grams (29 poUnds, 11 oti:ncea, 148 grains) • 

. /THA!IAHD. 
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THAI !AND .\ :_ '. 

Although no seizure %'()porta have been su~:rnitted by .t~e Th~iland Govern:mfmt, 

.'the Ba~k~k English lan8uag~ p~es has reporte'd. h~~vy ~eizur~s of raw opium. 

; These clip:pfr~s ~esented. ~ moat ·elarmin,s ·e~t1iati~n in ~e~·~r'd to the o·v:LUm .· . 
situatio:J _ir~ Tr:eiland. The traff:::.c ~·i89 1~ot c.on!ined t() ·s;,,:.~s-?J:irigof r:..~ opium 

into the cotmt:i1 Y, but there was ov:l.d.ttnco that rrnch ophun Wds. crown in +:he countzty 

~d quit~ a bit smuggled out to Singapore. There ~eN 6 se.izuree in ton lot a, 
totaling 29 tons '( 63,933 po~ld~, i~ ouricei:i, 298· grai~s), d~ 3 seizur~~ in.. . 

kilogram lots, to-t.aling 475 kilowt1>ns (J.,o47 ;o·m.is,· 2 our1e-.3s; 3~5. _Gr~1:·:c.s): .,One 

· ee1~'\:ra cOJ:lsisJ:ei of ~·10 k:!.~.':>'3rew;'l 1:903 :9<Junds 1 13 oU:1ces .• hJ~ grai~s). ·.it ws 

reported that 200 urmsdYunl1X:lese :1"::.1.lgg~c:d 8 to·,'ls (17,636 pC:unds, 9.ouncas,.· 

63 grains) 1 of rsw opium into Thailand. When a a·ons~gnruenf o~ raw opium . 

arrived in B~gk:ok, it wee foutld t.o be short iO tons (22,046 pounds). O.pium was 
. . . ' __ ( . ' 

generally smug~,;:iad in large oil tins. Four hundred of th9ss tina were selzed, on 
one occasion, end 200 on another.· A eeizu1~ was made of 40 kerosene tins of 
.:: .1_.: .·. -. _.'' ~- .' •. ::- • . • ·,' ' .. ~.· ··~ ~ ·.- . :.·: ,, '. 

:purported raw opium which turned out to be t.lack mud. :rt was believed tha:t this 
' . . . '· . ; . . . ·. . . . .. . . ; .' . . . . . .. '. ~ ' . ' . . ~ 

nianeuver wa'mric!a by the smugglers to teet the alertness of' customs~ On 

17 September 1949, ·~he :·Opi~. i-ionopoly was re-~stablfshed end Bd~itic:nal inspe,ctors 

·added to the force.· About lO,o60of ~he existing 40~000 addi~ts have regiote;~reQ.. 

Under the new law, opiUm dens fl:re allo-wed about 20 :p~r cent less opium. 

Thailand should be urged to submit seizn~e reports to the Secretary-General of the 
• • • • • f'" ~ • • • • •• 

United Nations. It 1.fould appear that the opiunJ sit_uation there .is complet.el;;r out 

of hand. 

EGYPT 

The tremendous ·flow of Turki~h opium.and Syrian hashish into Egypt, via 

Lebanon and Tra~s-Jo~an, is of grave concern. It was stated above that in 

Egypt from 1 Jenuery throuGh 30 November 1949, 3,500 kilograms (7,"{16 iJc,u:::lds, 
. . : ' . ' . 

2 ounces, 315 grains), of raw opium and 15,500 kilograms (34,171 pounds, 
' . . . 

9 ounces, 245 grains), of hashish were seized. On 29 October 1949, 600 kilograms 

(1,122 :roums, 11 ounces, 388 grai~), of ha.shish v~iued. at $23_o.,441 wr~ 
seized. The covers bore labels ~uch as "Hashish om Kalsou:m," ,;R1tler1," •. 

'MUsaolin1," arld. "Atomic Bomb.,. The :Port Said coast guard had t.o use force to 
. . 

ap:prehend two womsn drug sllll.Jgglera who resJ.a-bod. ar:r.est~ Wh~:.'l e. BritJ.':!!J fi:l.m 

company went· on location in E;JJT-pt usi:ng camels t'o :pfirt1cipate in. a drug smuggling 

scene 1 one of the camels and 1 ts conductor disappeared. Leter ccas ~ gDa:-d 

/apprehended 
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apprehended the driver and found &eVE!ral ltilograma ot .haal,l:lEJh und(;)r the ce'lil'll' s 

mounting. The. coeat·· guard' sa3.ti the{"tiri'ested him because. he was play~.ng h:!.s part 
. ~ '' . 

~owll. ·'· 

BURMA 

The continned flow of raw oph'lDl and ganja into Bw--ma L'!..i~l C1.1im 1 the' Shan 

states, an,l. :tv::'_"'c!l is diaturbirJ.g. It ia re:porteC. alae ·Lbat .:;c.r·!;ain unadmini~tere(,i 

states are capeo1.e of producing about 58 tons (127,867 :pound.a, 15 ounces, 

159 graina) I of opium annually. Burma ia not eor.:aide~ed. t~ ex:9ort legal:y any 

opium •. Ho"Wever.~ it ia b~lia".·f:'IG. t!·.~"i. a. crm:a:!derb:i:;le 'q'lili:lti t,y of opium front. China 

and India :passaa illf:6al1J' tlu•O"J.g}l :;·~'1..'"00 to oth"r ll"brkr,;;'ts. 

UNITED STA'l.ES OF AMERICA 

. Raw opium sc:..~.9:..!'11B d.ec:r-enRed in quantity from '21 )80 oat~(~ea · (66 kilogl'~s, 

289 grams), in J948 i;o =~,852 otm~eo (52 kilograms 1 512 g:,:'fi11.3) 1 in 1949" •. 

Prepared op1um seizures amounted to J.1 532 ounces ( 43 kilogram~~ 436 grams), . 

1n 1949, comJtired with 1,211 ounces (34 kilograms, 336 grams)/ in 1948, ' 

Morphine seizures amounted to 62 ounces {1 kilogram, 771 grams), in ~949, 

compared to 74 ormces (2 kilograms, 94 grams), in 1948. 

Heroin aefzure:s were 11 063 ounces (30 kilograms,· 123 'grema), jn 19'-l-9, . 
compared with 99J.t ounce~ (28 kilograms,' 194 grams), i11 194ti. . . . .. . 

Cocaine seizures were 481 otmces (13 kilogram~,· 63t' gram.~), in 'i949,. 

compared to 209 ounces, 431 grains (5 kilbgre~e, 954 grams), in1948.. .. 

Marihuana seizures 'were ;4,665 ·ounces (1.:,;49 kilograms~ '772' .grams}, in -1949, 

in COmJtiriaon w-ith )0,998 Ounces (1,445 .kilograms, chO granis) 1 1~·1948. . . 

Customs aehurea ·of heroin' ·in 1949 ameunted to 24'8 ounces ( 7 kilogr~m:i, 18 

grams) • However~ there appeared' to 'be ·a: plentiful supply of heroin avalle."oJ.e 
. . . : 

throughout the country. The most disturbing aspect of this si tt:ation J.s t:J·~:J fact 

that the highly adulterated heroin is disappearing, and soD:a heroin ac.i:J.t.d ~:uring 

the year wee in a p1-actically u:pure" state.. The strength r;tf the hero).n · ae i:Ged 

in the internal traffic generaii.r ~s fo~d to be abou~~(6 pa::- cent.: 

C~atoms eeizurea of cocaine in l949 were 28 ow.c<:;a (7€9 gram~:~), out of .the 

481 ounces (13 kilograms, 631. gremaL throu~hout the .country. The heaviest flolf 

of cocaine was from Peru during the first half of.the yeer. Towerd the end of the 

year cocaine became soUJewhat scarce;r and more expensi-ve.. HoW3ver, 1 t i.s , ~l,.ieved 
' . . " . ' ' ' 

that l'eruv1an cocaine is being SlllUggle.d into the. United stat~a. from. b~t:1 Peru and 

Chile. /From the 

--~--~-------.. -~~--~ ... ~.~---·-- -----------------
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From the above figures;, ~t ::La evi:dent :·tlia't a 'eons'itlern'bla · :qu'anH t;i ·oi · 
smuggled raw opium. haa escaped. into .the 'illicit· i.l'itE'::f'rm\1 'tl•affic. ·. · ·~ ; -~-. 

Cannabis seizures were e little higher than in 1948, and the quantity 

seized d.urlng these 2 years wao ema.z1ng. Practically all of it had. its or:i.gin 

in Mexico. 

CHINA., ' . 

,; . ~ : ' 

In September 1949 it was reported from Shenghai'·that Cl1ines~ 'co~..l;:'lfsta·~·.:th 
desperate need. of :·lllC?~Y 1 were reviv1::tg Jehol ani ot!:ier ·M6n•1}Hi~·ia!l 'oplutiJ' 

s~.c~~ a sclieme lvould, 

TEE PHILI:PPINE$, -. ;. :.,;•'.· 

Reports received. indicate that there is a conaicerably 'auedess:h£1 tra:fflc 

in snru.ggling opium and other drugs .into the Philipp:f.nea •· · s:!'nce the !·~l:i..lippine 

Government has not au bud tted se i zu;ra re:r>orts for. ·194:9 arid i950; thifi cannot be·. 

verified. In 1948 the Philippine e.uthori ti'es :ra:po:r-ted. th"Bt onlY· 4.626 k::!lograma 

(8 pounds, 14 ounc~s, 4 gra~ns) 1 of prepared o:piiun and qu-ite~ a'ineil quantities 

of other drugs had been seized, i,tl'~ c.omparii:Jon with 468' kilograms· ( i'~'031: :Pon:rid.s ~ 
11 ounces, 364 grains)., of: pre :pared opium aei~ed ih, 1938~' ··Pre~~~r ~efz~re~ 1b:. · 

the Philippines wre very heavy. Se-izures of opium havo·'beElh ':ma.d.e:.· in .:1.950, but 

the quantity has not been given. 

IRAN 

The Iranian Government ha~ failed_ ~o carry out ita dec~~: tq prohitit the 

cultivation of opium in 1949., In fact, opium was, plante:d ~n ·that year 'end it 

was estimated the crop would. yield from 1,500 to 2.,DQO metric ~.ens 1 an. all-time 

recocl high. It was believed t!lat the 1950 ha~vest, "f.De,y exceed l,COO mctr:!.c tons, 

Regarding the illicit traff:tc, the rumor that opium is;bei~, smuggled into the 

U.s.s.R. appears unfounded. The real truth seems to be that a well-creanized- ring 
,; ", ; •' . . : . 

ia siiD.lggling opium into Afgllenistan, end that soma Ol);I.\Ull_ is s:t;nUSG~-ed ~:1to Iran from 

/Afghan:! stan 

r-



Afghanistan. · It was re!)orted that the Iranian Government collected 200 metric 

tons of opium Juice from the 1949 harvest, leaving about 800 metric tons to 

be conaun:ed doireetically or diverted into illicit channels. A later report 

states that from March 1949. to 19501 196 tons of opium juice were. collected, a 

decline -due to ag:l.ioult~f pests. 

Altho\lgh hemp is a crop. of very little illlportance in Iran, ther~ are 

. several concoctions fueda fro~ the lea.vea of the plant known as "Chars" .end "Bang" 

(probably taken from tha Indian Charas· and Bhang), which are s~oked in pipe~ mixed 

with tobacco •. ·Ha~h1sh is often ni1xed with opium aiid. ~~ked~ which results in a 

poweri\ll intoxicant called "Spirit of the Devil." 
' 

KOREA 

Opium smoking has long been a habit in Korea and recently many Koreans have 

acquired the morphine habit. It ie rouehJ.y estimted that there are about 60,000 

addicts in south Korea alone. 'tergf) nu~bers o:t' opi~ S:nd morphine addicts are 

among the refugees lrom North Korea, Manchuria, and China, On 24 June 1947, the 

south Korean !ntePim GoVernment established a narcotics control' section in the 

national Public Health Department~ Its operation is becoming more and more 

effective and the narcotic traffic has been cut do~ tremndously. Opium is 

smuggled into south Korea· from China and there 1e eo~· cl.Bndastine cultivation 

of the·opium:pdp:PY• 
. :-, 

'l'l'lttOPlA 

some cannabis is grown in the Province of Harar to supply hashish to which 

many of. tbe natives ·are·addicta~ ·· 

CEYLON 

The Ceylon Government a_ince independeno.a has exercised o.ontrol of the 

importation W?-d sale of opi,um to addicts. The present amual requirements run 

to 200 {90 kil()gra~, 721 grams)~ or 250 pounds (113 kilograms, 401 grama). 

However, the addicts, most of whom are old men and women, consider this inadequate 

and are desperate. Naturally thia encourages smuggling from India. 

LIBERIA·.· 

It is w~ that "K:ruboys'' out of. L~beria obtain dagga a~ ~at African 

porta and sell it in Monrovia to Liberians and. aeazoon caUing there. A 
. ' 

/considerable 
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cci~s:i.dera·ble quantity of"' d~sSa·. 1:~ ·kei~f3d' in th~ 'uhi~ea:: state's' bn· ves"Belk hond.ng-
from "tib3rian~. W~st ':Arrictin,· run' sout:r.· Afrl·Ja:b. 'p'b~s.. . .. ,. . . ., 

( ...... • ... , .. . . : ' ~ . 

D'JDIA 

The All-India Opium end. Excise Conference was cop.cll~~~d.in Augllst J.949.• ·. J:.:t 
decided that except for strictly medical and scienUfic. ptJrposos, · constprrpt.ion 

of opium should be stopped throughout the country in the snor+,est · posetble tin~, 

this period not to exceed 10. years .•.. 'It·; WEllS d~cided a~ao that e~a)l Indian Province 

ohould bring the per capita conav.mption of opituo .down·· to the limit prescribed _by 

the League of Netim:a. . ... , . 

On April 6, 1950~ the governor of Bombay announced the total prohibition 

of alcohol and narcotic drugs. 
. .. 

PAKrSTAiq ·· 

Accoriling to reports, the nerJotic ~trcff1o in Pr:l":!at..B:l ·movea·,frotrthe . .-

Northwest Frontier Provinces and. A:'gcaniat~--:. t~ll:'CJ~;;}'l "G!1o Purijab · tOtre:td the · ··:-

Calcutta area. Prior to perti t1 0::1, t:1o ti a ffi u tta s in t!le · ·l:ai1ds ·.of .large·, · · · 

wll-o.rganized syndicates which brol:e dovw., · enri· tho. traffic· fell ihtt!> the hands 

of individuals. However, there are now signs the smugglers are beconrl.ng batter 

organized.. There is no indication that drugs are movir~.·from· the· .Nor,thweat · 

to Karachi_, a."ld it is believed that narcotics reach 1\flra.chi from C.alcutta. 

Host of the opium, charas end tr.orphine appear to arrive from Afghanistan and the 
{~ .... :, ; ; ·~.-. ·~ ~",. ,. 

Tribal areas, rather than Sinkiang. 

An old coea1ne. ring appears:tb have been broken up. 
•.' . .. ·(. 

The Pathen smugglers are tough and suppression of the 1lli6it 'traffic is 

dangerous. . ' ... ·: :' 

During July 1950 it has been .reported t~1at . . ,; . 
thouaands <?f tola_s of cha:t;<e,s and 

... :i .. 

opium of Ai'ghan origin have beon seizedo It is reported that women S!'f.l now. 

smoki~g charas. An estimate is that 90 o'lx':. cf every 100 persons_ crossing into 

P~kistan from Afghanistan smv.gele opi':..!!il o:c t.:~1::~rus. 
, ... 

GREECE 

A small quantity of hashish was, produced in Greece before the last l>.'ar_, , , 

al tho\lgh 1 te cul ti vo tion lTas pro hi bi ted. However, the rre in S)l:P,BJ:Y. . g._,f }1ashish \>iSS 
. . ..... ,., '.... ' . 

smuegled into GrE;?ece. _f;-om Yugoslavia and Turkey. During the. yer, this SI!!Uggled 
. .. . . ' .. ... '.. . 

supply practically ceased. After the war, in bandit territory, production has 

/increesed 
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·increased up to between 70 and' :100 okaa. Hashish is Cllltivated only in Northern 

·Greece and Weatam·Mocedon1a on a lerge scale. Balonika is the main center for 

hashish distribution. · 

It is alleged that 6 smugglers were arrested in Salonika verJ recently. and 

accused of slll'ttggling 3·5 okas of hashish into the United states • 

. Most of the he..shieh users in Greece e.re Greeks. born in Turkey. The'y smoke 

the ha·.shish in cigarette form, but a. fey hashish pipes have 'been seized. 
. . ' ' . . . . . 

It is believed that w1 tll ~e return of nomel times., trafflc 1D ha.shish in 

Greece will be stam~ed out. 

In Greece cannabis is ground a.."l.d then pulverized, and then placed between 

l.aye1•a of wt l'6,I:er~ It 1s then pressed with a hot iron. Tha pa.ckage 1 about 

1 !nch thick, is next ·pre·ased d:own by foot until the package is cooled. The 

process is repeated until :.the desired hard EJlab ia achieved. When the op:lration 

is completed, the so-called hashish is abO'l.\t ~ inch thick. The resulting. 

cannabis slab would not ap):ear to be true tashish, cut a conrpressad cannabis 

somewhat similar to 11flat ganja." 

ISRAEL 

There is a heavy now of hashish from s:rr1a and Lebanon into Israel 

enroute to Egypt. Israeli authorities recently seized 66 kilograms (145 :pouDds, 
8 ounces, 34 grains) of haahiEth• The climates of Trensjordan and Israel ere not 

.·considered suitable for the planting of' hashish. 

srniA 

. In l9B0 authorities de·atr.oyed. 130,eoo square tOOters of growing he shish.· 

LEBANON 

!rhree million, five htmdred t.hcusmtd square motera of hashish were destroyed 

in Lebanon in 1950. 

· sot'TH ·AFRICA 

Daggs smoking is niost prevalent ai!1ong the younger poor eleir.ent in NataL 

Seventy-five per cent o~ the yoUthful inrrates 'of· the local jail are dagga smokers 

and would :prefer dagga to· food~ These .addicts are natives in most instances. 

HONG KONG 

The Hong Kong press reported in October 1950 that 100 cases of raw opium had 

/been shipped 
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be.en shipped from Kumming to. caziton f;; sal~ 111 ;Rong·Ko~ and MD.cab; further, that 

16 tone. of o:pium had beeri flow. 1r.to Ifcn~~ !{one in December 1949 in 4-ton lot-s • 

SeVeral.branda of opium are being of'fered in Hong Kong, such aa· "Carul, '' "Golden 
. . . 

Chicken, 11 and '~ee. 11 

. MEXICO 
Max COSSMAN, with aliB'ses 1 n6torious Ame:ricen nsrcotic. traf:fipke:r' 1-~ho wae 

; OOI'V'ing a 6-year sentence: :for l'lBl"'COti«:.' .tra,fficking and. carrying conC:3~led weapons, 

has esca:red from jail and is at present the subJect. of sear.oh by aevert,l-1 · · 

. BOLIVIA 

. ' 
'. ·' .. 

' 
It. is alleged. that a :oarc.ot1c ayndi~te 1nJ3o11via .is ope're.ti_ng a 

• > • • ' 

clandestine and camouflaged coca.ine f'actor;r produc.ing $60,000 worth of cocaine 

dally .•. 

JAPAN 

Former licit channels continue to be the IrEin source of supply of the 

tr.a;ff'1c in Ja:_pan. The habit. of :;p,nolting heroin ciea;rettea has spread •. 

As of 'June ·1; ,· 19491 Information wa received tbat thera -we·a a huge narcotic 

rint.; operating betwen Peru and Penane. A. n~oor'· of ·J.)iaraoria were :I.nvolved. It 

ia reported also that there is coneide1~ble narcotic traffic bet~~en Feru, 

. Ecuador,. and,. Chile. C;q.pan .. autho:~,~i}ies ;report that. Perpvian cocaine is e:rm.1.g;;led 

into Havana. The Peruvian authorities in a campaign to stamp out the cocaine 

traffic to tha United States, arrested e number of prominent persons and cloe!3d 

·, several feetoriea. 

It would ap:peer that the princiral s.::::.'l1rces of illicit raw opium are Iran, 

Thailand, TUrkey, Chin£1,' Mexico, and India) and: the prir:ul1:f.6l victim countries 
. " . . . . . . ~ . . . ' 

are the United states, Egypt, Burma, and Ceylon. ItalY and Turkey have becoroo 

the p~inc:ipal sourc~s a'r fll:!cit' be±ooin for man_Y porta of the world, the United 

states being the principal victim country. 

/Apparently 1 
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Ap:pa.rentl.y, the E,JYpt1an authorities have d.one a vron.d.erful job in making 

such J.arge seizures of opium anJ. he.sh:':.::h f:.•om IJ.1urkey and. Syr19 1 b·.1t the feet 

remains that 1:1n enormous quantity eoca:res t'he vigilance of coast guard and 

reaches the 111ic1 t traffic in Ee.ypt. Also there are indica tiona of clandestine 

planti~ of. opium poppies and cannabis in Egypt. 

Syria is not only a transit rov.te of ravT OJ?i1!n1 f:--r.1n Tnrkey to Egypt 1 but 

ia also a mejur producer of haah:!.ah, most of whic~1 is s1a,·;ggle.i fr'Jm S;yria to 

Ezypt 1 either by tho land route in lebanon, or by sea to Troi:3..Jor·den and from 

that Cotlntry by land to Egypt. 

The situation 1:.:;, Thailand, outlined above, is of the gravest importance 

and should be examined carefully. 

The Mexican Gover~'llllsnt is to be cong;retulated again for ita all~out 

opium :poppy 'iestruction campaigns. Hmrev,;,~,r, the ma1•ihuana sjtuation in that 

country has not in:rproved. E..'lforcem:mt officers alnag t.he Mexican Bm:der report 

1"1.llnora that during 1950 a tr·e:r.endo·J.s crcp ~f 0pl't.::.x:n :pop:fJiGs ar:.d r...a::."i1mana will 

be :planted. 

The situation in t)le United statea is c(;n~:r::..ed cbiof'ly with smuggling of 

prepared opil.Ull from l>!axico, cocaine from Pe:'u, heroin from Italy and Turkey 

and the Mediterranean countries, a:nd. raw o:p:hun fr'...ihl. Turkey, Iran, J.ndia, and 

Mexico. With the limited forcea available in the interior nnd at seaports end 

borders, it is difficult to combat this large-scale smuggling and distribution. 




