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STATISTICAL TRAINING CENTRES

le The Statlstlcal Training Centres established- and/or assisted by the.
uN to meet the needs for training statisticians in-Africa, will go into
their third-year of operation around the middle of October 1963+ The
fbllBWing paragraphs will:

a) ‘r86all e ‘basi¢ principles guiding the activities of . the
‘ Secretarlat in* ' this field; and

b) brlng the plcture up-to-dates

2e..- At both the Flrst and Second Conferences of " Afritan’ Statitio fansg
tralnlng LEES recognlzed and emphas1zed ‘as one of tne principal factors
determ;nlng the speed at whloh statlstlcal serV1ces ‘could be: developed.
It has been felt that 1ntens1ve tralnlng programmes ‘were ‘réquired 'to:

cope with the 51tuatlon characterlzed in many Afrlcan ‘countries Bysis:

ba “&: geéneral: shontage of middle level, sub-professional

mhistatlstlcai a§sistants; and

c) °% persistentineed for rapid expansion of statistical
'fserv1ces geared to meet the increasing demands for.

‘1nformat10n requlred for economic development and, n]annlng

3e The Conﬁerence of Afrlcan Statisticians recommendations*lncludeﬁf

basically the followings

a) " the creation.of adequate facilities in Afrlca, on
regional and sub—reglonal basis, for tralnln@ statlstlclan

at the professional and middle levelss
b) The adaptation of the training to specific conditions
prevailing in Africag

¢c) The co~ordination of training activities among the existing
and newly established institutions, so as to avoid costly

duplication of efifortss
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d) The standardization, in as far as possible of the levels
of training throughout Afrlca, partlcularly 1n respect of

mathematics. and statlstlcal methods at the w1ddle leveI.

4e Acting on these recommendations, the Secretariat has sej 1nt°qu~~

mo tion machinery that led to the establishment; in co~operation with .
host governmentsy; of three training Centres, at Acnlnota (Ghana)

Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) and Yaoundé (Cameroun) It also made the necessary
arrangements for the support of two. natlonal 1nst1tut10ns, at Abidjan

and Rabato Wlth the exceptlon of the Rabat Institute, which offers a

two year course at the profes31ona1 level, “these’ Centres cater to the
need of tra;nlng mlddle level of statlstlcal ass1stants and provide for

a one academlc year oourse. The follow1ng tables show the enrcllmert-at
cach of these Centres for the years 1961/62 and 1962/63.

Achimota Centre

Number of Trainees

1961/62 - 1962/63.

Countrz '
Ghana - TS l., 15 : .>12
Nigeria o 4 ’ R
Liberia 4 6
Slerra Leone 2 2
Gambla o - i

Total 25 e 29
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Addis Ababa Centre

Number of'Trainees

. Country 1961/62.  1962/63
Ethi@ﬁia 7 7
UAR 5 3
Sudan 4 4
Libya 2 3
Basuﬁgland - 1 -

- Total 19 17

Yaoundé Centre

Number of Trainees

* Gowntny 1961/62  1962/63

B R N

Cameroun . 6 6
‘Cofigo-Leopolaville 4 -
Congo-Brazzaville 4 1T
Central African Republic 3 -
‘Gabon 2 2
Chad 1 -
fD;homey 1 =
:Togo - 2
Nali - 1
Niger - Y1

Total Lo 9.
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Abidjan Centre
Number of Trainees
Cotntry 1961/62 1962/63
Ivory Codst 4 10
Mali - 6 4
Upper Volta 3 -
Togo 2 -
Mauritania 1 -
Guinea . - 16
Dahotiey ™ - 2
o tal 16 Y
Rabat Centre
Number of Trainees
1963 Class . 1964 Class
Country 1961/62-/ 1962/633/_‘196;/635/
Morocco 22 20 ‘10
Tunisia 19 . o oeaT 2
Algeria T i ‘13
Guinea -~ - .5
Cameroun o - ,;3
Mali o = -
Total 41 37 i 34

5 Total enrollment at these. five Centres has therefore increased from
122 trairieés in thé first year to 168 during the second year,n To this should
be added, to oomplete the picture, another 20 trainees Iollow1ng instruc-—

tion at the Lagos national statistics training Centre. Similarly, the number

l/ First year students
g/ Second year students
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of UN fellowships. awarded for training at these Centres has been steppsd
up from aoout760,infl961-62 o> 100" this years

Gidd The pattern of UN—Government co—0peratlon followed in establishing
the three “{nternational Centres, (Achlmota, Addis. Ababa and Yaoundé) -was
simple, convenlent and functlonal.ﬂ The UN.made prov151ons for the
appointment “of' the dlrectors of the Centres, for Llorary, laboratory
equipment,- fleld work, sundry expenses as. well as for 2 number of i
fellowghipsi: The UN further enllsted the co—operatlon of the Spe01allzed
Agencies, ‘FAQ, ILO; UNESCO and WHO, in delegatlng members of thelr fleld
staff to-deliver séts of lectures at the Centres in thelr speolflc
fields of statistics. The host governments on thelr part prov1ded 1n
general -for ‘physical requlrements of classrooms and hostel fac111t1es,

clerical and administrative staff, office equlpment and part—tlme lecturersi

Te The structure of the tralnlng course in these Centres consrsts of
three parts,- 1ee., basic’ courses, technlcal courses and 1aboratory and
project  work. -Appendix I, attached, sets out detalls on these and the

approved currlculum for the operatlve subaects.

8{:? A serlous effort 1s made to relate tne ccontent of the training -
course to speclflc condltlons 1n Afrlca. Praotloal applications for-
progects and fleld work are de31gned and 1mplemented with: & view :to..
1nvolv1ng tralnees in actual and detalled experience in the. handling-

of common problems they are apt to meet in statistical operationss. -

9. The course 1s open to personnel of statistics offices and:.other
government and seml—publlc bodles 1n Afrlca. Candidates .propesed by théir
governments are accepted Wlthln the 11m1ts of available facilities. whern -
they quallfy for the course, 1.e., 1f they have .reached - the -level of
school 1eav1ng certlflcate W1th sufflclent command of the language: of -
instrucfion and ba31o knowledge in mathematlcs,vand pass the admission

tests and/or:interviews set by the diréctors of the Centres.
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10, The Abidjan Centre, though. completery national from the ‘administrative
'p01nt of view, is being brought to’ conform, by -the approval -and éffarts

of ‘he Ivory Coast authorities, to the standards that are belng establlshed
at the'. other three Centres, especlally so in respect to tralnlng 1n

mathematlcs and statlstlcsn

il} The course at the Rabat Centre offersg as mentloned before, a. two..
academlc years programme and ains at producing Junlor statlstlclans,
(1ngen1eur des travaux statlsthues) Its currlculum includes. prlmarlly
mathematlcs, statlstlcal methods, sampllng theory, economics, rural -
'economlcs9 economlcs of under—developcd countrles, demography,: natlonal
accounts, mecanography, economlc geography, soclology, administration, =
accountlng, agrlcultural and 1ndustr1a1 technology and.. languages.; Practical
tralnlng and field work is prov1ded for and emphasized through the..

duratlon of the courseo

12" Tralnees are selected on the bas1s of an entrance examination of..

the second baccalaureat in mathematlcs 1eve1 or .on the strength of . hlgher
academlc quallflcatlons° Phys1ca1 and admlnlstratlve arrangements -are :
handled by the Moroccan Government. Technlcal staff is prov1ded by the;
University of Rabat and lMordccan Government Departments 1nclud1ng the T:
"Service de-la Statistique" (Statistical Offlce) " The UN ass1stance yif
consists of an appoinmtment of a director of studles and a deputy dlrector,
'part—tlme Technical Assistance 1ectur1ng “and the award of fellowshlps to

non~Moroccan: traineess

13. During the current year, the interest and ass1stance of some agencles
has been. enligted to- expand9 on a bilateral bas1s, the avallablllty of
'fellowshlps at some of - the Centres: Thus, thlrteen fellowshlps have

been awarded by EEC znd FAC for tralnlng at Yaounde, and s1mllar1y

assistance haw been offered by EEC,'“AC and USAID to other Centres.‘

14. With a v1eW to clarlfylng and proaectlng pOllCleS relatlng to. -
Statistical Tralnlng Centres9 and actlng in particular on recommendations
of the Conference of African Statisticians in respect to co—ordination

and standardization of Training Courses, the Secretariat convened during
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the past year two sub-regional meetings of Heads of Statistical Offices,
one for West and the other for North and East Africa. The resﬁlts of
discussions in these meetings are submitted to the Conference as
document E/CN.14/220, In addition a meeting of all directors of the
Centres was held in Addis 4Ababa in April this year for consultations
with the Secretariat on the same topics. The report of this meeting

is being submitted to the Conference as document E/CN.14/CAS.3/4.

15 It is felt that the training activities, through the launching of
these Centres, have gone s long way towards meeting the major specific
needs in the region. During their itwo years of operation, the Centres
have functioned successfully in spite of variogs administrative and

organizational difficulties relating to stages of initiation.

16. Encouraging as this effort may seem, the magnitude of neefls will
require that these Centres continue to operate for at least four or
five years, and that additional facilities be established as and when
they become required; On the basis of the present size of operation,
which provides for the training of about 40 junior statisticians and
160 assistants every year, one would expect that, at the end of a five
year period, a reasonable number of assistants would be trained; but
the number of professionals would be still below requirements. At its
fifth session in Leopodville the Commission stressed the need to
continue the vital function performed by the statistical training centres
and recommended that the executive secretary should seek the expansion
of thesge operations and arrange for the provision of more training

facilities and fellowships.
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APPENDIX I

Structure and Curriculum

of Tralnlng Courso f“

at Middle-level Centres

A. Structure: -The course is composed of the following three partss -

2 2

“Basic courses in English and/or Frgnch(languagey Mathematics

and Principles of Economics, meant to refresh knowledge
in these subjects and/or bring it up'to the level required

for pursuing instruction in the main part of the course;

© Technical courses in - Statlstlcal methods, Statlstlcal

Organlzatlor and Procedures - and Applled Statlstlcs9 geared
to improve the level of- knowledge and capabllltlas of
sub—profess1onal middle~grade as31stants and to train them
in handling the problems of collectlon and pr006381ng of
statistical data required for social and economic policy-

makings

Statistical Laboratory and Project work, consisting of
drills on design of operations, budget planning, computation

and presentation of data.

B. Curriculums The approved curriculum for the operative subjedts

a)

includes the followings

Mathematics: Revision of secondary school mathematics,

logarithms, permutation and combinations, elementary
probability, binomial theorem, sigma notation, co—ordinate
geometry, graphs, elementary differential and integral
calculus, rates, gradients limits of summations, areas,

simple treatment;of normal distribution;



B/C¥.14/CAS.3/15
APPENDIX I

Page 2

Statistical Methods: Attrlbutes and variables, frequency

distributions and curves,'measures of- central tendency,
dispersion, regression and correlutlon, time series, index

numbers, sampling techniquesy-—accuragy and errore

Statistical . organlzatlon and procedures: Types of statistical

aystems,organlzwtloa of a natlonal statistics 0f11069

procedures for collection proces81ng, presentatlon and

_analy51s of’ data,organlzatlon ‘and procedures used in field

investigations.

Applied StatisticeNational and international ‘Statistical

__étandards; dgricditural'statistics, demographic, labour,

wages and prlces, ‘indastrial st blSthb9 trade and tre sport,

health, educatlon, financial statistics, utlllzatlon and

.1nterprotat10n of statisticese





