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The meeting was called to order at 10.30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 25
CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY:
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/42/419 and Add.l)
{b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/42/L.13/Rev.l)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I call on the

representative of Madagascar to introduce draft resolution A/42/L.13/Rev.l.

Mr. RABETAFIKA (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): Co—operation

between the United Nations and the QOrganization of African Unity has developed so
naturally, spontaneously and harmoniously that we sometimes wonder why we should
still discuss it. But in our world every certainty needs to be checked out, if not
reconfirmed, even if we know that the two Organizations, based on the principles of
law, justice and social progress, have similar, if not identical, objectives.
Co-operation is maintained, its promotion is defined on the basis of the priorities
agreed to by the parties and if, for some, our action appears to be repetitive it
is because circumstances and ritual have so dictated.

Of all the continents, Africa still has to struggle against the vestiges of
colonialism; still suffers the effects of the economic crisis despite its rgsources
which have been savagely exploited for so long; and still has to suffer the
condescension accorded to the less privileged members of the family, because
"history" has been written and, it would seem, has unfolded without its
participation. But let us for the moment set aside those consideration, and let us
see without acrimony and with an open mind to what extent the United Nations can

contribute to maintaining Africa's confidence in itself in spite of everything.
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The Secretary-General's report on co~operation between the United Nations and
the Organization of African Unity is in this connection highly significant. It
encompasses the political, economic, social and cultural fields and highlights the
combined and positive action of the United Nations system, be it inter alia, the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) or the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR), without overlooking those bodies of the General Assembly, such as the
Committee of 24, the United Nations Council for Namibia and the Ad Hoc Committee
Against Apartheid.

To use language familiar to us all, we take note of that report. But we must
also publicly express our particular satisfaction at the Secretary-General's
initiatives in the economic and political spheres and in respect of his personal
commitment to Africa.

In tandem with international action, the Heads of State or Government of the
Organization of African Unity, at their twenty-third Summit Meeting in Addis Ababa
from 27 to 29 July 1987, adopted a Declaration on southern Africa, a Declaration on
Africa's external debt, a Declaration on health as the basis for development, and
resolutions on Namibia, South Africa and the front-line States.

The concerns that were revealed or reiterated in those Declarations and
resolutions, which are to be distributed as General Assembly documents, lead us to

request, in particular, that United Nations action be pursued and intensified with
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regard to the struggle for the elimination of colonialism, discrimination and
apartheid in southern Africa; assistance to victims of colonialism and a artheid;
assistance also to African countries of asylum which have to face economic and
other problems posed by the presence of large numbers of refugees; appeals for
contributions to the aid fund for the struggle against colonialism and apartheid
created by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and to the Africa Fund set up by
the Movement of Non~Aligned Countries; and, finally, the establishment of special
economic assistance programmes to the front-line States.

Those are the specific aspects of multilateral co~operation which the Unitgd
Nations can implement. But Africa observes and remembers; hence our Heads of State
or Government have not overlooked the measures taken by the Nordic and other
Western countries aimed at nelping the southern African peoples by adopting
sanctions against the Pretoria régime, supporting the liberation movements
recognized by the OAU and providing economic assistance to the front-line States
and the countries of the Southern Africa Development Co-ordination Conference
(sADpCcC) .

I have not thus far referred to economic problems, for I could not improve on
the brilliant presentation made by the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of
Zambia before the General Assembly three days ago. Suffice it to say that we urge
the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, for which we need the full co-operation of our
Secretary~General. In this connection he may perhaps wish to invite the
Secretary~General of the OAU, or his representative, to participate in the mee;ings
of the Steering Committee, which was set up in order to follow up the

implementation of the Programme. Similarly, we hope that all Member States and
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regional and international organizations will continue to support the United
Nations Programme of Action for African gconomic Recovery and Development 1986-1990.

Those are the broad lines of draft resolution A/42/L.13/Rev.l, submitted by
Madagascar on behalf of the Group of African States, whose chairmanship we have
assumed for this month. The provisions of this draft resolution do not differ
greatly from those on which the General Assembly has taken a decision in past
years. The only difference derives from the fact that, given the current situation
in Africa, political, economic and social problems have acquired such dimensions
that we need urgent and unanimous action. That is the wish of the Group of African
States, and in this connection I venture to quote a Malagasy proverb:

"We are two brothers entering a forest; I trust him, let him trust me."

Before concluding, I should like to point out to the General Assemoly that in
operative paragraph 14 of document A/42/L.13/Rev.1l the words "to continue to

guarantee" should read "to continue to ensure".
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Mr. BIERRING (Denmark): I have the honour to speak on behalf of the

European Community and its 12 Member Stateé.

The Twelve are indeed pleased to speak once again in the debate on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization éf African Unity (OAU)
and to reaffirm the importance which we éttach to the felationship between these
two organizations. |

The close historical and geographical links between European countries and
Africa give that continent a special place in our considerations. Based on our owﬁ
practical experience of regional co—operatidn, we realize the very great benefits
it can bring and therefore wish to encourage it. The Twelve believe that the wéy
in which African countries are working together to deal wiﬁh the serious and
complex problems of the continent deserves the support of the Unitéd Nations. We
are pleased to note, as the Secretary—General's‘report demonstrates, that the links
between the OAU and the United Nations have intensified over the years.

The Twelve believe that the OAU has‘an important role to play in consolidating
the national independence of its members both politically and economically. Where
there are conflicts, we believe that the countries most directly concerned should
be encouraged to find solutions to the conflict. This applies whether the problems
are political, economic, social or environmental. African problems are best
settled by African solutions. We are pleased to note the work of the OAU in a
number of such difficult areas and we particularly welcome the close co-operation
between the Secretary-General and the current Chairman of the OAU over the guestion
of Western Sahara. In general, the OAU has an important role to play in ensuring
that African peoples are able freely to determine their own future without outside

interference.
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In gpite of its vast potential resources, Africa still contains more than half
the world's economically least-developed countries. The Twelve wish to co—operéte
as much as possible with all African countries and to assist in finding solutions
to their present economic and social problems. The European Community and its
member States have, in recent years, contributed almost 50 per cent of the total
aid received by African countries. The European Community played an active role in
the United Nations special session on the critical economic éituation in Africa in
1986, and we will also play our full part in the planned mid-term review of the
Programme of Action which will take place at the forty-third session of the Genéral
Assembly next year. African countries face particular difficulties and need
additional resources. We stand by our commitment given at the special session to
participate in the efforts to provide these resources.

The Twelve intend to use their commitment to Africa in all these different
areas to safeguard the stability of the continent and to brcaden our co-operation,
both with African Governments themselves and with regional organizations and the
OAU.

We are convinced that the QAU will continue to play an important role in
African and world affairs consistent with the principles guiding the United Nations
and in pursuit of the goals of that Organization. We are confident that the close
ties of friendship and co-operation which exist between the Twelve and all members
of the OAU will be even further strengthened in the years ahead.

Mr. LAVROV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): Today the General Assembly is considering the important item on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity. The
multifaceted nature and broad extent of such co-operation are matters of common
knowledge. As an example of the activities of these major international

organizations and their co-operation, we see the basic priorities which are given
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to the fundamental interests of Africa and the whole world, the solution to current
political, economic, social, ecological and other problems. We know how many
problems there are and how necessary it is to solve them as soon as possible to
provide for the security of mankind and its survival. Indeed, with regard to the
Organization of African Unity, I, as Deputy of the Supreme Soviet, am reminded of
the words of the message of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet and the Council of
Ministers of the Soviet Union to the participants of the twenty-third session of
the Heads of State and Government of member countries of OAU. It emphasized that
OAU, which is the recognized advocate for the interests and yearnings of the
pPeoples of Africa in their struggle to consolidate their political independence,
economic éutonomy, and general peace and security, has earned sincere respect in
the Soviet Union.

We are convinced that a free and independent Africa will continue actively to
oppose the nuclear danger and seek disarmament for the sake of development. The
Soviet Union favours broad co-operation with the countries of Africa. It is
precisely this kind of co-operation which is essential for the solution of the
pressing problems which face them. These include the need to eliminate hunger and
disease, overcome economic backwardness and raise living standards, protect the
environment, and many other problems, including the problem of external
indebtedness.

In our opinion the solution to these problems can really be achieved through
the establishment of a new international economic order and a guarantee of the
economic security of each State. There will be new opportunities for this as a
result of the establishment of a comprehensive system of international security in
circumstances of a nuclear-free non-violent world. The policy of settling regional

conflicts by political means is a clear policy laid down by the twenty-seventh
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Congress of the Soviet Union Communist Party. A just political settlement of
conflicts in Africa without any doubt would be conducive to the further
strengthening of the unity of the African countries. It would enable them to
further use their resources for processes of development and to resolve the many

urgent economic and social tasks facing them.
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Together with the African countries and the Organization of African Unity
(0AU) , the Soviet people have consistantly and resolutely advocated the prompt
settlement, on the basis of relevant OAU and United Nations decisions, of the:
conflict in the southern part of that continent, which ig a dangerous focal point
of international tension.

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet and the Council of Ministers of the Soviet
Union, in a message to the Heads of State or Government and the peoples of Africa
on the occasion of African Liberation Day solemnly confirmed their solidarity with
and support for the patriots of South Africa and Namibia in their struggle under
the leadership of their well-tested leaders, the African National Congress (ANC) .
and the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), We helieve that further .
development of the co-operation between the United Nations and the OAU will help in
the struggle to consolidate the pnlitical and economic independence of the African
States, do away once and for all with colonialism, racism and apartheid and help
bring about world peace and security.

We wish to emphasize particularly in this respect that there is a close
interrelationship between the solution of the pressing problems of the African
continent and tasks related to the general improvement of the international
atmosphere and the cessation of the arms race. The international community does
not have the right to wait; it must convert disarmament into a factor for
development., It is not mutually guaranteed destruction but rather the elimination
of drought, disease, hunger and illiteracy that should guide thinking and actions,
for the sake of present and future generations.

The Secretary-General, in a document in which he assesses the prospects of the
work of the United Nations in the 1990s, emphasizes that our common purpose must he

to ensure that from a mass of such different and occasionally contradictory
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economic and social conditions we create on a globhal scale a situation of steady
development of social justice and peace.

My delegation is convinced that co-operation bhetween the United Nations and
the Organization of African Unity is conducive to the attainment of that goal.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): The Assembly will now take

a decision on draft resolution A/42/L.13/Rev.l as orally amended by the
representative of Madagascar. Under the terms of paragraph 17 of the draft
resolution, it is estimated that one meeting would be held in 1988 hetween
representatives of the secretariat of the Organization of African Unity and of the
secretariats of the United Nations and other organizations within the United
Nations system. Pending consultations on the modalities of the servicing of that
meeting, its date and location, and on the assumption that it would be comparable
to such meetings in the past in terms of participation and duration, it is
estimated that no costs would bé incurred over and above the provisions made under
sections 3 and 29 of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1988-1989.

May I take it that the Assembly adopts the draft resolution?

Draft resolution A/42/L,.13/Rev.1l, as orally amended, was adopted

(resolution 42/9).

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): The Assembly has concluded

its consideration of agenda item 25.
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AGENDA ITEM 140

OBSERVER STATUS FOR THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: DRAFT

RESOLUTION (A/42/L.8)

The PRESIDENT {interpretation from Russian): I call upon the

representative of the Cdte D'Ivoire to introduce draft resolution A/42/L.8.
Mr. ESSY (CSte d'Ivoire) (interpretation from French):

President Houphouet-Boigny of Cbte d'Ivoire tells us that peace is not just an
empty word but a mode of conduct. The conduct of C8te d'lvoire in the year which
has just elapsed proves that, not just in internal matters but also in its
relations with the African States and the rest of the world, it has fully adhered
to the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. The conduct of
COte d'Ivoire has been confirmed by the manner of our participation in the general
debate. ’

As this is the first time that I have spoken here, I wish, Sir, on behalf of
my delegation, to congratulate you sincerely on your election to the presidency of
this session. We know you well and are familiar with your skill and competence.
You come from a country which, by virtue of its place in history and international
relations, constantly fights for peace. We wish you every success in your work.

I wish also to welcome the presence at your side of Mr. Vernon Reed, called by
us "Reed, the African", not just because of his knowledge of Africa, but because of
everything he has done to help solve the problems of Africa in debates in this
building. We are convinced that with his competence and dynamism he will bring a
breath of fresh air to the Organization, to the benefit of the international
community.

Speaking on behalf of 50 African States regional members of the African
Development Bank, which are also members of the Organization of African Unity (OAU)

and whose names are listed on the draft resolution, and also on behalf of the
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following 16 States non-regional members of the African Development Bank:
Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, France, the Federal Republic of Germany,
India, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, the United Kingdom, the
United States of America and Yugoslavia, I have the honour to introduce draft
resolution A/42/L.8 on observer status for the African Development Bank in the
General Assembly.

Because of its purely procedural nature the draft is quite short. In the
preamble the Assembly takes note of the desire expressed by the African Development
Bank to co-operate with the United Nations, and in the operative part the General
Assembly would decide to invite the Bank to take part in its work as an observer.
At the end, the Secretary-General is requested to take the necessary action to

implement the draft resolution after its adoption.
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The justification for the request for observer status for the African
Development Bank in the General Assembly is self-evident, as it cannot be seen out
of the context of the critical economic situation in the African continent.

We are all mindful of the sequence of events which led to the holding in
May 1986 of the special session of the General Assembly on the critical economic
situation in Africa and the adoption of the United Nations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990.

A few landmark features of that process should be recalled, however. In
April 1980, the African Heads of State, meeting in Lagos, Nigeria, adopted a Plan
of Action for the economic development of Africa to the year 2000. In that plan,
commonly called the Lagos Plan of Action, the African countries collectively
undertook to promote social and economic integration and development in order to
achieve food self-sufficiency.

In 1983 the most devastating drought struck tne African continent, witn the
attendant hunger and disease. The international community reacted spontaneously
and on a large scale in the light of that tragedy.

After two successive visits to Africa by the United Nations Secretary-General,
the report in document E/1984/68, of 26 April 1984, on the critical economic
situation in Africa was submitted to the summer session of the Economic and Social
Council in June 1984, Pursuant to the recommendation of the Economic and Social
Council, this question was before the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session
as agenda item 139. Consideration of that item led to the adoption of the
Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, in resolution 39/29, on
3 December 1984.

In July 1985 the Heads of State and Government of Africa, at the twenty-first

summit meeting of the Organization of African Unity, adopted Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery 1986~1990.
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Lastly, the General Assembly, at its fortieth session, in response to the
request of President Abdou Diouf of the Republic of Senegal, Chairman at the time
of the Organization of African Unity, decided by resolution 40/40, adopted on
2 December 1985, to hold a special session of the General Assembly on the critical
economic situation in Africa.

The adoption by consensus of the United Nations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development, in resolution §-13/2, thus signalled the
completion of a sequence of dynamic reactions at both the regional and the
international level aroused by the extreme gravity of the economic and social
situation in Africa. Throughout this process of re-evaluation of the national
economic development strategies and policies of the African States, the African
Development Bank, which is intended to serve as an instrument for the economic
integration of Africa, played an active role.

I should like now to describe briefly the position of the African Development
Bank in the context of the critical economic situation in Africa and also to
emphasize the almost organic link between the Bank and the United wWations.

The Bank is the product of consideration by the United Nations system, in
Particular, the Economic Commission for Africa, which, in order to encourage and
promote economic co-operation among the African States, in resolution 27 (III)
invited its Executive Secretary to carcy out an in—-depth study of the possipbility
of setting up an African development bank. The result of the feasibility study
carried out by a nine-member committee led to the signing on 4 August 1963, in
Khartoum, Sudan, of the agreement establishing the African Development Bank, which
eéntered into force on 30 November 1964.

The Bank opened its capital to non-regional countries in 1982 and its
Membership has now risen to 75 countries, with the membersnip divided as follows:

50 independent African States that are regional members and 25 States that are
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non-regional members. The decision of those non~regional members to join the Bank
is eloquent testimony to the commitment of those States from various continents to
take an active part in all efforts to promote growth and development in Africa,
The Bank has its headquarters in Abidjan in the Republic of CSte d'lvoire,

After 22 years of its existence, the current situation of the Bank is solid:
both within the African continent and abroad. This pan-African institution has
become today, in the words of its President, Mr. Babakar N'Diaye,

"a living symbol for the greater good of all the African countries, a bridge

across the Sahara, facilitating the exchange of resources and establishing the

closest links of fraternity among our peoples, thus making it a powerful
instrument for African unity".

The present economic problems of Africa, particularly the decline in food and
agricultural production and the external debt crisis, have led the Bank group to
focus its policies and operations on £inding a more effective solution to those
problems.

The Secretary—-General, in his report entitled “Critical economic situation in
Africa: United Nations Programme of Action for African Recovery and Development
1986~1990", recognizes the primoridal role played by the African Bank group in the
implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action, when he states:

"The African Development Bank (ADB) is basing its 1987-1991 operational
programme on the main objectives of the United Nations Programme of Action.

The recent 200 per cent in the ordinary resources of ADB for the period

1987-1991 will enable the Bank to lend between $6 and $8 billion over the

planned period, which means that during the next five years, the ADB group -

intends to commit more than it has committed over the past 22 years of its

existence." (A/42/560 and Corr.l, para. 31)
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Lastly, thanks to the expertise acquired by the African Development Bank over
the years in the formation of numerous development projects, it is now an
appreciable source to be drawn upon in our common quest for solutions to the
problems of African debt, in respect of which it has signed with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) an agreement relating to the refinancing of the debt
of African countries.

In performing its functions the African Development Bank, generally speaking,
already has relations with various multilateral financing institutions and other
international organizations, including the following: the Arab Bank for Economic
Development in Africa (ABEDA), the European Investment Bank (EIB), the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the Aid and Co-operation Fund (ACF),
the International fund for Agricultural Development (IFaD), the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), the World Health Organization (WHO)}, the World Food
Programme (WFP), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United States
Agency for International Development (US/AID), the World Bank and so on.

. The convergence of the objectives of the United Nations and of the African
Development Bank, particularly with respect to the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, is
strikingly evident. This is not surprising because the African Development Bank,
through the Economic Commission for Africa, is a product of the United Nations.
The practical complementarity which already exists between the two organizations

must now be institutionalized.
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The broadening of the sphere of common interests of the General Assembly and
of the African Development Bank makes the institutional link desirable, since it
would enable the representatives of the Bank to take part in the work of the
General Assembly when it deals with questions pertéining to Africa, as already
happens in respect of other United Nations bodies, such as the Economic and Social

Council.



BGT/tg A/42/PV.51
21

(Mr. Essy, COte d'Ivoire)

Granting the African Dévelopment Bank observer status in the General Assembly
would also enable it to take part in the work of the Assembly's committees relating
to subjects within its competence.

For all those reasons, my delegation, on behalf of the 63 co-sponsors, has the
honour of introducing draft resolution A/42/1L.8, concerning observer status for the
African Development Bank in the General Assembly, and we recommend its adoption
without a vote.

The PRBSIDENT (interpretation from Russian): We shall now take a

decision on draft resolution A/42/L.8.
May I take it that the General Assembly adopts that draft resolution?

Draft resolution A/42/L.8 was adopted (resolution 42/10).

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): We have concluded our

consideration of Agenda item 140.

AGENDA ITEM 142
CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES:
DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/42/L.14).

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I now call on the

representative of Honduras, who will introduce draft resolution A/42/L.14.

Mr. HERNANDEZ ALCERRO (Honduras) (interpretation from Spanish): I

express to you again, Mr. President, my sincere congratulations on the way in which
you have been conducting the discussions in the General Assembly. Your experience
and skilful leadership will certainly play an important role in the success of our
work., |

I am happy to introduce in this plenary meeting of the General Assembly the
draft resolution in document A/42/L.14, on the item entitled "Co~operation between

the United Nations and the Organization of American States". I would inform the
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Assembly that Bahamas, Brazil and Jamaica wish to be added to the 27 countries now
co—sponsoring that draft resolution.

Co-operation in various fields between this world body and the American
regional organization is nothing new. The San Francisco Conference, when it
drafted the United Nations Charter, emphasized that one of the principal purposes
of this Organization was the achievement of international co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character,
and the promotion and encouragement of respect for human rights. Furthermore, it
recognized and permitted the existence of regional bodies whose activities relating
to the maintenance of international peace and security were consistent with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Since 1890 there has existed formally on the American continent an association
of nations which, like this world Organization, pursues the fundamental purposes of
maintaining international peace and security and promoting co—operation between
States and intergovernmental bodies. That association of nations is the
Organization of American States (OAS).

In the sphere of co-operative relations with world bodies, the specialized
inter-American agencies have full freedom, within the framework of the charter of
the OAS, to establish mutually beneficial ties, to co-ordinate their activities and
to maintain their identity as members of the regional organization.

In that connection, the Permanent Council of the Organization of American
States is empowered to promote and facilitate this type of co-operation and can, onp
its own initiative, establish relations with the United Nations and its specializegq

agencies. By virtue of that attribute, the Permanent Council of the Organization
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of American States has negotiated agreements with the International Labour
Organization (ILO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT). Those
agreements reflect the existing co-operation between the 0OAS and the United Nations
in several areas. Most recently, the Organization of American States has
established co-operative relations with the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); and the Secretaries-General of the United
Nations and the OAS are co-operating with the Central American countries in their
efforts to establish peace in the region, following the procedures laid down in
Guatemala on 7 August last. Similarly, I would emphasize the co—operation
established between the Inter~American Nuclear Energy Commission (IANEC) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The charter of the OAS contains provisions for other co-operative relations
between the Inter-American Economic and Social, Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Councils with the United Nations and its specialized agencies.

The adoption of the draft resolution entitled "Co-operation between the United
Nations and the Organization of American States", now before the.General Assembly,
would fulfil the desire of both organizations to formalize the co-operative
relations that have existed since the very establishment of this world Organization.

The charter of the Organization of American States establishes in article 1
that

"Within the United Nations, the Organization of American States is a regional

agency".
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It provides in article 2 that the Organization of American States will

"put into practice the principles on whicn it is founded and (will] fulfil its

regional obligations under the Charter of the United Nations",

Those provisions clearly show that the necessary bases exist for the promotion of
more active co-operation between the two organizations.

There has been co-operation between the United Nations ana other regional
bodies in many parts of the world for many years. The General Assembly maintains
on its agenda items relating to co-operation with such bodies, and in past years it
has adopted a number of resolutions on those items. However, despite the fact that
there have been relations between the United Nations and the OAS for a long time,
the General Assembly has not taken direct note of those relations.

The adoption of draft resolution A/42/L.14, which is co-sponsored by 30 States
members of the OAS and this Organization would give the Secretary-General a mandate
to submit a report to the General Assembly on this item. 'Thus, the bases would be
established for closer co-operation between the two organizations in the common
quest for solutions to problems relating, inter alia, to peace, human rights,
economic and social development, the self-determination of peoples, decolonization

and a new international economic order.
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The inclusion of this item on the current agenda of the General Assembly had
wide support among Members of the Organization. We hope that the draft resolution
before the Assembly, which is sponsored by so many delegations, will also have its
widest support, as has happened with similar draft resolutions advocating c¢lose
co-operation between the United Nations and other regional organizations. Suffice
it to recall the items included and the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
relating to co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, the League of Arab States, the Organization of African Unity
and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee.

The Organization of American States (OAS), in its many years of existence, has
experienced changes in its structure and principal legal instruments. This should
enable it to live in a community of nations that is also in constant evolution. In
the recent past the OAS initiated a new and important process of change in the
creation of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which was set up to meet the
growing concern of member States to ensure full observance of human rights. This
is one of its most positive developments. Another such development is the changes
in the charter of the Organization, such as the amendments adopted in Brasilia in
1984 and the reforms embodied in the Cartagena Protocol, which seek to ensure the
broadest participation and membership in this regional organization by States of
the American continent.

For the reasons that I have just given, I ask Members to support the draft
resolution relating to co—operation between the United Nations and the Organization
of American States in the certainty that its adoption will represent a step towards
the achievement of our most cherished ideals of peace, brotherhood, freedom and

development for our peoples.
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Mr. GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish} : When steps

were taken in 1945 to set up the United Nations, we Latin American countries fougpt
hard to make sure that the new world Organization did not absorb the functions then
performed by the sole political regional organization existing at tne time, the
Pan-American Union, which is now the Organization of American States (OAS). These
efforts resulted in the inclusion in the United Nations Charter of Article 52,
paragraph 1 of which reads as follows:

"Nothing in the present Charter precludes the existence of regional
arrangements or agencies for dealing with such matters relating to the
maintenance of international peace and security as are appropriate for
regional action, provided that such arrangements or agencies and their
activities are consistent with the purposes and principles of the United
Nations."

As a result of the initial fears of the Latin American countries, both
Organizations, the United Nations and the OAS, were kept as entirely separate
entities. This meant that on the various occasions when problems pertaining to
security or the maintenance of peace aroge, the decision to submit them to the
United Nations or to the OAS, which were considered to reflect opposite formulas,
was made on the basis of different ideological positions. It is not surprising,
therefore, that the United Nations should have programmes of co-operation witn all
regional organizations set up since its establishment but so far has no such
programme with the oldest of the regional organizations, the Urganization of
American States (OAS).

The Central American crisis brought about a new attitude on the part of um‘
two Organizations; one based on joint action, which has proved possible becauseof

the enlightened attitude of the Secretaries-General of the two Organizations in
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theif offer to the countries of the area in their memorandum of 18 November 1986 to
provide an important range of services. That offer was the basis on which both
Secretaries-General visited Central America at the beginning of March this year,
accompanied by the Foreign Ministers of the Contadorda and Support Gruups. At the
end of that visit it turned out that there was not sufficient political will to
continue the Contadora process, It was fortunate that it so happened that the
Secretary-General of the UAS and a Personal Representative of the Secretary~General
of the United Nations were present at the historic meeting of the Central American
Presidents on 7 August this year at which the Agreement entitled, "Procedure for
the establishment of a strong and lasting peace in Central America" was signed.

Given this background, the inclusion of both Secretaries-General or their
representatives in the International Verification and Follow-Up Commission was
considered essential by the Central Americans. Last week both Organizations sent a
joint mission to Central America to make an initial determination of the work to be
done to implement the Central American peace plan. At this very moment the Central
American Foreign Ministers are meeting in the capital city of my country for the
purpose of making prégress in the implementation of the peace plan, and it is
possible that there will be agreement at that meeting on the specific tasks to be
ca;;ied out jointly by the two Organizations.

I have said all this to point out that when reference is made in the draft
resolution that we have submitted to the Assembly to co—operation between the
United Nations and the OAS we are not talking about the future but about the
present situation, which is of benefit to all States of the region. The purpose
here is to ensure that the efforts now being made are institutionalized, that a
passing circumstance becomes an institutional reality.

This is not at all extraordinary, because co-operation between the United

Nations and regional organizations is a rule followed in all continents.
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Co~operation with the Organization of African Unity started in 1965, with the
Organization of the Islamic Conference in 1980 and with the League of Arab States
in 1981, It is therefore significant that there should have been no
institutionalization of co-operation between the United Nations and an organization
which, having been founded in 1890, is nearly 60 years older than the United
Nations. It is significant because both Organizations may have believed in the
past that there was no need for permanent stable contacts. None the less, we
believe that the time has now come when tne States Members of the United Nations
and the OAS feel the need for joint action by the two systems,.

Given the current international situation, the regional organizations and the
world Organization should always see themselves as a means of ensuring that States
fulfil their obligations with regard to the maintenance of peace and security and
the improvement of co-operation between States. They are complementary and should_

act jointly. Hence, the need for links, means of co-operation and methods of joint

WOrkK.
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In draft resolution A/42/%..14 virtually all the members of the Organization of
American States that are Members of the United Nations bhave reauested a system of
working arrangements similar to that made with all the other regional organizations
whose membership includes underdeveloped countries. We are convinced of the
advantages we can derive from the creation of links between the world Organization
and regional organizations, and we therefore want more open co-operation and
understanding between the organizations.

The States of the world have barely scratched the surface of the enormous
potential of international co-operation, which is an important part of our business
and a way to achieve understanding between different societies.

We hope, therefore, to have the support of all Member States. We are
confident that, as the two organizations share ideals and working systems and have
a common membership, the co-operation established as a result of the draft
rasolution, the adoption of which we are now calling for, would mean increased
benefits.,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): 1 wish to inform the

Assembly that Eaquatorial Guinea has become a sponsor of draft resolution A/42/L.14.

I now call on the representative of Belize for an explanation of vote hefore
the voting. I remind the Assembly that explanations of vote are limited to 10
minutes, and should be made by representatives from their seats.

Mr. TILLETT (Belize): Draft resolution A/42/L,14, entitled "Co-operation
between the United Nations and the Organization of American States", on which we
shall be voting in a few minutes, presents a situation that is cquite natural. That
situation is the co~operation between the United Nations and the Organization of

American States (OAS). 1Indeed, such co-operation already exists. Representatives
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will recall that, early this year, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
the Secretary-General of the Organization of American States jointly toured five of
the six Central American States and Mexico.

Apart from that relationship, there is sufficient precedent for the draft
resolution in establishing official co-operation between the Tnited Nations and the
regional organizations. Just last week the Assemhly adopted two similar draft
resolutions, A/42/1..4 and A/42/1L.5, in which the Assembly approved co—operation
hetween the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference and
between the United Nations and the League of Arab States., Today we have adopted
draft resolution A/42/L.13/Rev,1l, entitled "Co-operation between the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity". So adoption of the draft resolution now
before us would be in keeping with the pattern of precedents in the Assembly.

I wish to draw attention to one serious shortcoming of the OAS as a regional
organization, a shortcoming that gave rise to the question whether Belize should
support the draft resolution: the lack of universality in the membership of the
OAS. This is to say that the Caribbean nation of Belize, geographically located in
Central America, has been denied membership in this regional organization.

The Organization of American States proper was founded in 1948, three years
after the founding of the United Nations. Because of the tervitorial claims of
some of the founding member States to what were then colonial Territories,
article 8 was inserted in the Charter of the OAS for their protection. It prevents
any decision with respect to a reauest for admission to be taken if a dispute or
claim between an extra-continental State and one or more member States of the
organization has not been resolved by some peaceful procedure. Since Belize became
independent in 1981, article 8 has been used to deny Belize its rightful place in

the community of American nations. But many members of the OAS have seen the
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injustice inherent in article 8 and, on 5 December 1985, they amended the Charter,
making it possible for Belize to become a member of this regional organization by
1990,

The Cartagena Protocol, as the amendment is known, must be ratified by 21
States before it becomes effective, making it possible for Belize to become a
member of the OAS, To date 13 nations have ratified the Protocol, and, on behalf
of the Government and people of Belize, the Belize delegation wishes to express our
thanks to those nations., Many of our other friends have informed us that
ratification is in various stages of completion, and we thank them as well, But
there are some that are hesitant to ratify the accord., We urge them to see the
wisdom of early ratification,

There is no more democratic Government than that of Belize in the Americas.
There is not a more stable Government or political system than that of Belize in
the hemisphere. 1In a region torn by strife, Belize is an oasis of peace which many
Americans from the strife-torn area have found. Yet there are some who would like
to pretend that we are not there.

T take this opportunity to remind the Assembly that Central America is made up
of six nations - Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua, Central America has one parliamentary democracy and five republics.
Central America has one Prime Minister and five Presidents. It is not a matter of
there being one common language and one common culture, and such a reference in the
Secretary-General's report does not reflect with accuracy the realities of the
region,

Having put the regional sitnation in its proper perspective, I am pleased to

say that the Relize delegation supports the draft resolution and urges our friends
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to Ao likewise. We support the draft resolution
political thinking. We support it because it is
support it because it will help the Americas and

our friends, Belize will soon become a member of

(Mr. Tillett, Belize)

to demonstrate the maturity of our
time for such a resolution. We
because, with a little help from

the OAS.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): The Assembly will now take

a decision on draft resolution A/42/L.14, May I take it that the Assembly adopts

dr aft resolution A/42/L.147

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 42/11).

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): We have thus concluded our

consideration of agenda item 142,

AGENDA ITEM 143
GO -OPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEIH:
DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/42/L.15)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I call on the

representative of Mexico to introduce the draft resolution.

Mr. MOYA PALENCIA (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): Because we are

convinced that co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin American
Economic System (SELA) would be beneficial to both organizations and for Latin
America and the Caribbean, our region has unanimously proposed the inclusion of
this item on the agenda of the General Assembly.

The Panama Agreement, which led to the establishment of SELA in 1975, sets
forth the norms governing our co-operation, which are identical to the terms of the
United Nations Charter inasmuch as they are inspired by the basic principles of
non-inter ference, self-determination and inter national co-operation for development.

Ever since achieving independence the Latin American and Car ibbean countries
have shown their resolute will for integration and unity in order to meet, in
solidarity, the continued challenge of achieving better standards of living and
social well-being. Within the Latin Amer ican economic system, they set up an
eminently suitable regional forum for economic co-operation and negotiation
compr ising 26 member States of Latin America and the Caribbean. SELA is a clear

expression of the political determination of Latin America and the Caribbean to
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find joint solutions to common problems, to strengthen their consultation and
co-ordination procedures and to ensure the proper participation of Latin America
and the Caribbean in the world economy. Its existence reflects the priovity
countr ies of the region give to international co-operation as the only viable
course to harmonious development, thus illustrating our people's desire to take
their rightful place in the concert of nations.

Negotiation and agreement within the framework of SELA has acquired a new
dimension following the establishment of a mechanism for dialogue between Foreign
Ministers of the region in order to examine the development of the international
situation and its impact on the countries of Latin America and the Car ibbean. On
the basis of these two courses of action - co~operation and negotiation and
agreement ~ the Latin American Economic System has elaborated a set of programmes
and activities aimed at promoting the integral, self-sustained and independent
development of countries in the region which should contribute to the establishment
of a new, more just and equitable international economic order.

With respect to regional co-operation within SELA, various mechanisms have
been set in motion aimed at pooling capacities and resources in order to deal with
priority problems in various spheres of economic and social activ ity. The variety
of requirements has led to the elaboration of a series of operative instruments
which give flexibility to co-operative activities in each of the areas of
interest., 1In this context the Latin American and Caribbean countries have made
important co-operative efforts in the fields of agriculture and food, industry,
services, trade and scientific and technological development.

The role of the Latin American Economic System as a forum for regional
co-ordination has been of primary importance. Tt has made it possible to prepare

joint action on matters of shared interest. In the context of SELA Latin America
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and the Caribbean have agreed on common positions at international multilateral
economic conferences such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the Food' and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) or
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

Together with the regional bodies, SELA has agreed on collaboration formulas
which have led to the better use of resources, and some of the most significant
were those established with the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) and

with the Latin American Integration Association (LAIA). -
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The activities undertaken in the context of regional negotiations have made it
possible to identify common objectives and adopt joint positions in respect of
relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the international community.
Thus we meet to defihe the principles governing our relations with countries
outside our area, such as the United States, countries members of the European
Economic Comﬁunity and of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, Japan and the
Nordic countries,

We have agreed in SELA on the mechanisms for united action to be brought into
play to solve problems whenever a Latin American country is the object of economic
aggression, and in emergency situations we have established action committees to
co-operate with the countries involved, as in the case of the reconstruction of
Guatemala or Nicaragua,

Through SELA we have established highly flexible schemes, such as the action
committees, which group countries with a shared interest in a specific project, for
a given time. 1In this way we have set up 17 committees which have served as
promotion centres and made it possible to constitute regional enterprises,
co-operation bodies and support programmes. Some have fulfilled their task and
have been terminated.

Four years ago, on the initiative of the Contadora Group, Latin America set up
the Committee of Action for supporting the Economic and Social Development of
Central America ~ known as CADESCA - whose objective is to channel assistance to
the region, without conditions or discrimination, in order to assist in its
development. The Central American countries define and establish their programmes
and priorities and Latin America supports them as much as it can through CADESCA, -
This Committee has the largest membership of all the committees that we have set

up. It encompasses 21 member countries and has ohtained the backing of the European
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Economic Community and Canada by means of financial resources for projects for food
security and the development of co-operatives,

It is worth mentioning also the Committee for Action on Regional Food
Security -~ known as CASAR - established in 1983, whose activities are aimed at
ensuring food supplies in Latin America and reducing the region's dependency in
this area. A treaty on regional assistance. in cases of food emergency, which we .
hope will be signed this year, has been worked out by that Committee.

Similarly, within the Latin American Economic System a number of regional
organizations and commissions have been set up. They deal with co-operation in
relation to such matters as fisheries development, shipping, scientific and
technological research and information on trade.

The flexibility of the action committees has made it possible to consolidate
some tasks of special interest, such as the creation of multilateral Latin American
corporations in the areas of fertilizers, (MULTIFERT) and capital goods
(LATINEQUIP). MULTIFERT has become a sound undertaking with valuable assets, and,
moreover, is achieving its objective of co-operation.

Latin America and the Caribbean have unanimously reauested the inclusion of
this item on the agenda of the General Assembly. The item was initially proposed
by Mexico and Peru and obtained the support of the entire region.

I have the honour to present to the General Assembly for consideration draft
resolution A/42/1..15, which is sponsored by the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Cuba, the Dominican Repiblic, Ecuador, Rl Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela and

Mexico,
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We hope that this draft resolution will be adopted without a vote, thus
facilitating co~operation between the United Nations and the Latin American
Economic System for the benefit of both.

All the member States of SELA request that through this draft resolution a
decision will be taken to strengthen and broaden co-operation between the United
Nations system and the Latin American Economic System through permanent liaison
which will allow for ongoing consultation on matters of common interest, exchange
of information between secretariats and increased co-operation, so as to improve
the capacity of the two Organizations for the attainment of their goals and
objectives,

The draft resolution further urges the specialized agencies of the United
Nations system to adopt the necessary measures to strengthen and broaden their
co~operation with SELA.

The economic crisis has emphasized further the need to promote and strengthen
Latin America'’s unity of purpose and action in the face of the problems of the
external debt, protectionism against our exports, the deterioration in commodity
prices and restrictions on financing for development. We believe that in this
context co-operation between the two Organizations will be mutually beneficial and,
in the interest of achieving these important objectives, we request the support of
the international community.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I call on the

representative of the Latin American Economic System, in accordance with Genera)
Assembly resolution 35/3, of 13 October 19840.

Mr. GILL (Latin American Economic System (SELA)): The draft resolutig,
on co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin American Economic 8¥Stgp

(SELA) now before the General Assembly signifies for us in SELA far more than g
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mere framework allowing for the strengthening of mutual collaboration between the
two bodies. We regard it as a very important manifestation of support by the
international community represented here for the work that is being carried out
within SELA and as a buttress to Latin American and Caribbean unity that will be
most welcome, particularly at the present time as our region continues to be
buffeted by its most serious economic crisis in the present century.

SELA was created 12 years ago by Latin American and Caribbean countries so as
to respond more effectively to the increasingly complex economic and social
challenges facing their societies. It aims at strengthening regional unity by
furthering regional co-operation,  as well as promoting consultation and the
co-ordination of positions in international bodies and with regard to thi;d
countries and groups of countries. SELA is to date the only truly regional forum
of the developing countries of the Americas wherein they can discuss problems
common to their stage of development.

SELA is guided by such fundamental principles of the United Nations as
equality, the sovereignty and independence of States, solidarity, non-intervention
and respect for the economic, social and political systems freely chosen by each
State.

While adaréssing primarily economic and social issues, SELA has in no way been
oblivious of the major political themes that have been occupying the attention of
the international community. Indeed, the Lima Communigué, agreed to in 1986 at the
twelfth session of the Latin American Council, SELA's supreme decision-making
organ, expressed the member States' condemnation of the apartheid policy of the
South African régime, their commitment to co~ordinated action against drug

trafficking and drug abuse and their repudiation of the arms race.
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Moreover, the recently concluded thirteenth session of the Latin American
Council adopted a trail-blazing decision to hold an annual informal dialogue at the
foreign minister level in order to examine the international situation and its
repercussions on the region, as well as action to be taken in order to strengthen
regional unity. To this end, Latin American and Caribbean Foreign Ministers intend
to avail themselves of the occasion provided by the reqular meeting of the Latin
American Council, to be held usually prior to the regular session of the United
Nations General Assembly. Thus proper recognition has been given to the need for
political co~ordination as a basis for effective economic co~ordination; such an
undertaking will no doubt strengthen the connection between deliberations within
our regional forum and the important work that is carried out in this universal
forum.

The Latin American and Caribbean region is currently confronting with great
resolve complex development challenges and is also acutely conscious of the
important role it is destined to play in transforming international economic
relations. Despite the major economic difficulties that have put to the test the
nolitical and social stahility of every single country in the region, Latin
American and Caribbean countries have nevertheless attempted to fulfil these
commitments through strengthening their regional co-operation and concertation
efforts. Several new initiatives taken within the region attest to this reality.
The Latin American Economic System, which is more than an organization, is a Tatin
American system which aspires to serve as a sphere of convergence for all of these
initiatives, thereby making them redound to the benefit of the region as a whole.

For Latin America and the Caribbean, the external-debt problem is the most
serious short-term restriction, but our region is conscious that the challenge is

really one of creating a more efficient production structure that will allow it te
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benefit more from its participation in the world economy and auickly improve the
well-being of the majority of its citizens.

For this reason, we insist that concertation, co-operation and integration are
fundamental prereauisites for confronting both the short-term and the long-term
problems of the region. Conseaguently, Latin America and the Caribbean must
implement policies aimed at lessening its external vulnerahility through intensive
utilization of the region's endogenous potential.

However, despite the very best efforts and sacrifices made by our countries,
the major obstacle to development and the well-being of our peoples has proved to
be the impact of external factors beyond our control. The economic policies of the
industrialized countries, their lack of policy co-ordination and the decline in
international co-operation have brought radical changes and great uncertainty to
the world economy. What is reauired by Latin America and the Caribbean and the
rest of the developing world is a stable and predictable economic environment in
which the rules of the game are clearly defined.

Viewed in this light, the draft resolution is enormously important. It paves
the way for the strengthening of co-operation between two forums, one regional and
the other universal, which are both seeking to promote the well-being of peoples as
a basis for lasting peace.

To date, there exists a significant record of co-operation in a number of
areas between SELA and a range of agencies and bodies of the United Nations
gystem. What is now required is to strengthen and broaden-this co-operation. I
wish to take this opportunity of expressing to the General Assembly our intention
to make every effort so as to ensure that the opportunity presented will be

utilized to the fullest and lead to concrete achievement that will prove to be of

maximum benefit to us all.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): The Assembly will now take

a decision on draft resolution A/42/L.15.
May I take it that the Assembly adopts draft resolution A/42/L.15?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 42/12).

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): We have thus concluded our

consideration of Agenda Item 143.
AGENDA ITEM 26
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/42/487 and Corr.2 and Add.l)
'(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/42/L.12)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I should like to propose

that the list of speakers in the debate on this item be closed today at 4 p.m. If
I hear no objection it will he so decided.

It was 8o decided.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Russian): I therefore reocuest those

representatives wishing to participate in the debate on this item to inscribe their

names as soon as possible.

The meeting rose at 12,10 p.m.






