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MATTERS ARIS:rnG FROM TRE .FO~~H 1\.ND
' . ·-·· .... ' 

FIFTH SESSIONS OF ECA 

1. This paper reviews the discussions, resolutions and debis:i.ori.s: o:t
the Economic Commission .for Afriqa at its fourth session, ·held in 

-,: 

Addi:;; . .(l,"Qa,p~rFep:r;uary 19 .. ~March., 3, .and at. ·its fifth session held in 
·. •, .... -~ .·. :. ' . .. -

Congq_ .(LE?o.poldvil:I.e) _;February 18 ·- March 2, insofar as they are 
!, .·- •. 

relevant to the deliberations of the Third Conf~rence of ·African 

Statis.~~-ci.~ns anq. gives J:>eferences· to -Ghe ·resolutions ·and projects for

the year,s 196.2;1963 and. :1.963-1964. 
: : . ' -· ·' .. 

2. At the fourth session, the Executive Secretary referred the 

Comm:Lss.ion to. the_. Report o:f. -th~; Second Conference of African Stiit'±stici'EL-i-J.s 

(E/CN.l4/ll3) ap.d .on regi,ona:J. co-operation in. the field of 'sta>t'istics .-;_ . __ : ..... ·'· .. ' 

(E/CN .14/~1_6}.~

3. The .··session ·noted ·that several countries had prepared programmes 
I ' I • ••' • • :•.' 

of statistical activities designed to meet th~ requi~ements ~f,ecq~om:t~ 
' ,.- ,. ~ ., 

and social pl8;nner:s~ a.: regional ~dvisory se~,;ice had be Em estabii~heQ.
at the ECA ;secretariat, progress ·had .beeri reported i~ region.ai ~~- . :

operati·dn ·in·-the ·f:i.e:id ·of data processing, formulation of statistical
t ' •• • •• 

standards .and· disserh:inatiori 'of' informatiOn on such methods, and the. 

eupply;:,o:f:-cstatistical data to ·the ~·ecretariat by count~ies ~f th~ regio;n. 
- ...... :·.:· i., 

4. A draft resolution was introduced by Liberia1 Libya, Nigeria_and

. Tunisia, invi.tirig members and ·as·sC>oiate memb~rs to .give urgent. 

cons;i.deratiorr;.·to: the i>ecotnnienda:tions of the· Second Confe.rence of African · .. 

Statisticians and,).·eg_ue:stin~( the E:iecu.tive ·secretary 'to talce the 

neceSS9-XY·;rhea·sur~;S to :give effect to these ~ecomin~~<ia.tions. The draft 
. 

resolution· .. ·was adopted unanimoUsly. H reads:
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nRe solution 59 (IV) 

Report of the Second Conference of African Statisticians. 

The Economic Commission for Africa 

Having considered the report of the Second Conference of African. 

Statisticians (E/CN.14/ll3)

],, .App:ro:ve~, with satisfaction the said .. report. 

2.. ~:t;J.vi t!9s members ap.d associate members qf the· Conini.fssion'' 

to. give, urgent consideration to the· recommendati6ru:l ot .
' \· 

the Conference .

3 •. Request,s the Executive Secretary to take the necessacy 

measures to give effect to the recommendations of the·. 

Conference 11 

.·. 
5. . '[Jn~er :i_tem 12J the Executive Secretary ,introduced the subjec:t of 

-training 'and reminded,J:'epresentatives that one aspect of training is 
' . ' . ·.; . :~ . : ; ': . . . . . : •. . 

related to the establishment of an African Institute for Ecori·omiO 

Development and Planningp The Commiss~on also had before it t~ree

reporih3 whirlh 'dealt re~pec~i~~ly with. summe~ courses. in economics, an9. 

statistics for' -~frican university st~dent~ (E/CN.l4/149), with in-:-

service ·'training:·:(ri/ci 14/150) and ~j_ th stat~~tical, t;a.inin~ .ce11tres .,at 

two distlnct l~;els, the uni.;e;sity level .and the 11middle~grade" .sub-

:profe:ss±oria:i 'ie~~i (m,1dN .·14/15,1). Special mention was .made. o:f .zthe. 

Statistical Trainihg Insti tuie establ~shed wi.th the asE?istance:..of·. the,·

Uni t~d Natiioris at Rabat,· (Morocc~) •· 

6. A numbei of coimtries expressed t:heir readiness t.o offer .

facilities f~'r the setting up. of regio.nal, offices and various :proposals' 

regard'ing the grouping of countr:i.esinto. ~·ub~regiqns were. m~d.~ •. ·.· _The
. . . .. ..... ... . . \ ' . ' .· .. . 

Executive Secreta;y indicated that he had in mind thre~ sub ..... regions,. 

very broadly defined: O~e of these could be sery~d from. .the. ~ec:pe.,tariwli~s 
. . . ; 

headquarters and the other two corresponding approximately to North 

Africa and 11est .Africa would have sub-regional officeso It was suggested 

by some delegations that an objective study be made based on economic 
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and so ciai :; ti of the ·appro;pri~te divisions of Africa into 

A~,Q.ra;f_t ,_r.~so_lution s1,1bmi:tted. by_ Cameroons, Cen"t!rc:l.~_,Af:r:i;..pa:J;l 

:;i;R,~p_l:l,b~-~:~' . pengo (BrazzavillE:)), Cpngo (Leq;poldville ),_ ·Daho,m~yy'Gabon, 

. Iyo,J:Y .Co~E,~t and. Niger, a~ended by Ghana,, r~comll!e:pdi71g. ,t:he,: eljl:l;~blishment 

pt; ,fo¥ sub-:-J;'e~:l.o;nal offices, was adopte_<i'! Th~:~ r.esol:uj:io,n '.r~r:tds: 

."Resolution 64· ( iv} 

.. ·Establishment -of sub.;.;.re-gional 'offices of· the Cbirim'ission ·· 
'. r···. 

~ I • ' . ..-. ·:: ·.' ·;_·· ·. 

~T~e .Economio .Oommissio.n fo-r Africa 

;H.s,vi:pg e.xa.mined-.the . .document ~ubmitted by the E;x:ecutiy~:$9C~E;ltary 
:,· .:.. · .. •. ·: . ' . ·. -·: . 

?c:m?e.?'P.i.~t? the _~:~,stab~ishment of .. sub:-~egionf11- offi,ces of .. th~. C.ornmission 

(E/CN.l4/161 and ADD. 1-3). 

of certain member States 
;'!-' .... 

Having examined the offers of the governments 

~b ~ccomritbd.~te · sub-reg.ional offices, 

Con~i'iie:dn{the irriportance, for efficiencyis sake, of dec~ntralizing 
the Com~issiods.activities on.cliinatic, ecological alid.~c~~o~i?,s grounds 

'1~. ::Oec:Ldes' to s~t up two sub-regional offi.ces.

·2~ Prop~ses, with due regard .to United Nations

the following order of priority: 

(a) a:sub...;regional -office for ·western Africa, to ·be 

sited-at Niamey (Nige:r) 

(b) a sub..,.regional of'f'ioe f'or Af'rioa North:·of' 'the Sahara. 

3. )nvi t~:~~ the E:x:ecl:l,t_iYe Secretar;r to consider. ~later the 

po~sibil:tty of establishing two further sub .... regipnal 

of:fice.s:. 

(a) a .. sub-regio~al o:fftce for. West. Afr.ipa.

 . : 
(b) a i'JUb:-regio:tlal o;ffice.for.Centrp.l_Africa•" 

. ' ... · . 

 J., ··At ... the fifth: session ·of the· Coinrnissidh 9 :·the: secreta:riait explained 

that its activities in statistics aimed at promoting the development of 

:na.tiona..l:< s.t-atistical· ·service·s9 adaptin-g statistical standaj·ds to African 

conditions and relating: the ;produc·tion ·of· statistics· to i·eciuireinents of 
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'nati-onal 'dev~lopment planriirig~ In addition to the work programme in 

statistics, the Committee had before it the Report of ·the··· Semil:i.ar on 

Industrial. S:t;atistics (E/CN~14/173) ;: ,Memorandum on St?Ltistical Develop-

. tnent {E/CN .14/219) 5 The· Repor·b 011 Regional Consulta:ti~m; h~l,~ in 1962 

 (E/CN .14/220) 9 · ~nd :!;he Repor·t .of -the .. Working Gro1l:P;: on _:the f.P:aptation of 

.the ·Unite-d Nations Sy.stem of Nat.;iop.aJ,.Accom:it~ f.()r _Use· i~.Afr.i.9a 
. . . .·-· . . ',. 

(E/CN.14/221) •· The main po;i.nts. which were discussed .under 'statistics 

(Item 12 .. of .. theAgen~a) were (a}·the. g~~s in statis~ical ,?-ata,' 

(b) short~ge' of st~ff~. (~)' 3rd Gonfer~noe ;bf Afri~an;· .. ~t~~-:tsticians, and 

(d) sub-regional meetings and .advisory services~ ... TJ;lere. w~s :1illanimous 

:.approval of: the; main subj¢9t cho.seil for .cliscussion. CLt;.t:P,.e Third 

. Conf-erence of· African Statisticia;ns:. stati-stical development a,nd the . - . . . . . . . . . . ' ,' .. ; ·=- •). . . 

relation of statistics to planning and co-9rdinat.ion. betw~en .the 

·organizations re-sponsible. 

B. The statistics section of the secretariat was· raised: 'to the full 

·status of a division!, and reorganized into' two_ .sections •.. ·· One 'of these 

two· sec·hons takes care of .co·~ordinating current economic· and· social 

statistics, while· the o·(;her concentrates on· the problems of statistical 

de'velopment· ~~d technical assistance il1 the region including the 

regional advisory: service • 
. --·.::··' ..... 

9. ·The note on statistical development submitted to the Commission 
,! •• 

formula tad .");he aims of the. Di vi sian as the building up of the following 

activities:.

a) the regional advisory services .:... a ·team of three staff members 

and five regional advisers assigned Under: the UNTA programme conducted 

in 13 countries. some: twenty assignments .. yarying from a fortnight to 

several. m:onths e:1d some tim:e-s ::.,ongerr. -du:::-ing-the course of 1962. 

.·.. b),, _active par:ticipatio~l i"rl tho for\nulation and revi~w of .. the 

Uni ~ed _Nations. technical assistap.ce prp 'je ds iri ~11!3 fiei:~. of statistics; 

(3-nd 
. 

c).the direction of an intensive programme .of training activities 

on a national as well as 2. regional basi
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10.. Training 9 as pointed out by the secretariat under It~m 13 of 
•'; , ', ~? • ' ._ • "_ • , '., ', ' , , ', I I • : , ' : ( : \ ; : , I , 

the agenda. at the fifth session, had made rapid progress. as a r~sult 

of 'th~ i~puls~ ~i veri b~· th~· Oo~miss~~~ at its fourth ses~i·o~.' :.·i~~1iminary 
canta6t·~· were e'sta"bHs:hed in. May. and. .. Jun~·.: 1962' with th~"goV:e~;m~ntsof 

 s~h~g~'1_ arid th.e United .Arab R~p~bi:i.~ with a v'iew to ,;rep§i-~n~·· the first 

~~~·ting' ot'''the·:•sta~cii~·g Commf~te~''f~r th~ estabiis~~~~t ~/~~ ~f.~~ can 

 · rh~·ti tute for Ec~no~ic D~.;;.eio:Pme~t and P1anni~g~ The ~~P():t:t of tb,is 

meeting was submitted to the Commission a:-t its fifth. s~ssion {m/cN.,14/172). 

In November and December· 1962; visits t(:i'~·coiihtries':were iihaCle to ·make a 

:Pre""'f:lelection of students 'for the first': course, arict'''a 'stafting''ieam of 

•.lecturers>wa;s. appointed~':

... the 

'Urli te;ci 'N~t:t'ori~' ii? co~op'~'r~bo~· with th'e Gov~rri~~.~t·~ . ~r.··'''c~~~;·~~·:·; .. ~·thiopia 
'firici Gha.'ria :ha:V:~' be'en in o:Pi;ation: since .:i96;i i~ ":Yao~de'~·· .Add~:~ 'l~aba' and 

Acb.'imoia·~· . I~ addition the. tJni ted Natio~·s, as~i~.t~d, with .~t~~id~~d: fe1low­

.. ·~b.'{ps:; 'a ·middle~fe:;el train·i~g ce~t:re · s'~t '~p ~Y. th~ .G.ove-;~m~n~ .of the · 

 I~o~y>co~st a't~ Abidjan •. Furtb.er~;re, two United N~~i~ns a~·~i-~t~d centres 

'~e;e o~:~r·~t'irig 'k't ri~tio~~l· le;e.ls· 'a\ .t~~6·~; N.igerf;a :~~d'.~b~/~.~-~~Sa}~am 9 
 'Tand~riyiki:l.'/' it' the' p·~~fe<~sion:ai l~veJ., the U~ited Nations continued its 

su:PI>'6rt. ·t,,;. th~· Mo;o~can. ~tatisti~al institute: at''itabat-·.· .rt. ~~·~ .. also the 

p'biicy':8f''th'e Cb~ri/ission''to .promote .the .. int~oduction of teac~in~·~~ 
: st~ti:st'ic:~·· at· v;iri.ou~ African''~oileges ·~nCi in~ti tU:tes~ 
 :·;:;:· ~-~.:-:·.~·-·::. '·•.:;' .·:· ;.,· •..... _·;,..,. . .-~~ ..... :· :.;.: : 

12. .. A numbE!r q:f. repor~s ... on training. :i,n sta.tistics.· and other.,.:fi~:Lds 

,wer~rsu1J~nit~ed to the fifth session, namely, the .role of·UNE$00 in 

trai~i~gfo;,.publi~ 9-dm1ni~tration (E/CN.l4/218); the ·report on the 

s~mer..·~()~Se. i.n ec~~~~ics ,for.Afr~c,an ~~Y~:r;~~~Y •stuQ.ents (E/CN.l4/222); 

in~s~;vice trai~ing (~/eN~ 1,4/?23);. a. repo~~ or;t statis,tical·training 

centres (E/CN.l4/224); .the report on training course in commupity 

:dev~lo:Phieiit. :rriltliod:~ '(El/cN'. ~4/22.5) 7 . ~nd the r.eport on\he .. tr~inin~ course 

'for ctis·t·o~s· bif'i:c:lal'~·'··'iii. ·:ml'lg.iish-~~eaki'n:g ·countries of' West Afr;ica 
(·E/CN~i'4:/226}.'':···:

.·;:' 
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The Commission has b.een requ~ s_ted t~ co~ti~ue: t~ extend its 
'· . :., • l ' ,..;.: :·... ·.,.,.. ' 

i3. 
activity in the field.of training,.partioulariythe training of 

· · professi~~al·. st~ff for·: ~ubli.c ad~·ini~t-r~tion a'~ -~ppro~ed by th~ C~mmi ttee 
. .. '::· 

on the Programme· ci:f l'lork and Priorities. The suggestions contained in 

. do6urn~nt-~/C~~:~4i223 }o; the expansi9n of. in~service t:J;"a~ning were 

approved~ 'and a'Jull-~_in:te training officer at~ached to th·~ office of the 
.:.·· .•. . I . . r .. ..

 Executive Secretary has been appointed •
. r • ; ' ' ~- ' • ". . . .. :. • .,. ·. . .. , . 

. :!.4. . Cor,L.siderable ·G.O.~O];J.eratio_n ·ha:q 1?ee

specia:l;ized agencies in .tb,e field ,of. stati~ti.cs. 'T}le_)LO _regi.o.nal 
•• ::- ..... '•. '. ' • • •• • • • . .I •••.•• 

statistician in Africa visited the secretar:iat_,in oFder: to-_eo-:-ordinate 

joint policies and the work :programme with the _Statistics D:iyision. He .. :, : .· ·. ··. '; ; .. : .. :·' :. :: •:: ... ·:· .... < ··: .: . : 'i. : . ... :: . :· · .. ·. -:; . . :. ·' : 

also delivered 'lectures on labour statistics at the. Stat.ist.ical Training 

Centres iri. ·Addis Abab~.a~d Achim~ta, Gha;~~-.. Go~ope;r~t-~on :~n _?gric1-11tural 

· st'a>tistics n.'·as ~on:tinued between the Commission and the. FAO. r:I'he FAO 

. st·atis'ticiari: for' Africa ·along with the FAO sta tistici13,n .in. Ethiopi~ 
a~sist~-d in lecturing at th~· stati'~tical :t;aini~g centre of the C~mmission 
at Addis 'Ababa. tiose wo;king relationships' have been !Jlciintain~~ between 

. . . J· - -~; _... :e: ~ ;· 

.the regional statistical· advisers appointedby the Cpmrriission and ,the 
: .. , : ., . {' .~. ·: . . :-=~ .' • ' ·.. . : 

regional adviser of the FAO in their programmes of travel and direct 

 '1idvis~-ry .ser1/ic~~. 'At the .fi~st ses~ion. ~'f the M;io-an. Comm~s~io-n on 

Agric~i tur'al· .. Statistic~·:-~f: FAO, con~e~~d. at. T~is :·o~' 2;· __ ;nne i96 2,_ problems 

of co-ordination with the Conference of African Statisticians were brought 

. up.· :Disb'ussibns··on the. subje~t are· at :Pre'sent·:taking 'place between the 

FAO Division of Statistics arid the ECA- Sec~etariat~ The :tesult~ 1-rill be 

reported· to. the Commission at its sixth session.. UNESCO/ iCAO ;"'WHO' 

\ IBRD 9 .!ADB·'and other ·UN-,bdeiie~ kept close- contacts arid parti-cipated in 
' • . I . . 

the statistical: acti viti~ ~f ·of 'the Secretari'at-;; 
'.-. 

,~·· ·: . ), .. '· :.'·.: ' 

15~. ··Two analytical' studies were completed o~ th_e _pqpulation.aspeqts of 
. ~ : ' . .. . ' ~ . :. •: ::·· . ·. . . . ·. :. ' ''( . . . ', ·. '• ' . . .. . . . . . . ' '• 

Africa. The first which discussed the. demogi.aphio factors and trends 

reiatecl to iu.banization'' was submitted ·'t~ th~· Urb~~ization. W~rks:h.O!l• The 

second, submitted to the Seminar on Population Problems, dealt with 

population distribution, internal migration and urbanization in Africa. 
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I;p..a¢l.ditign,, a sj;udy~n fertility,_ mortality, population growth and 

~~te;~~t~q~~lmigra·t·i~n~ .. ~~g~ at u:.N.-.H~adg_~art~r~~- ~~~:f~~aliz.~d:.i~- • · 

-~~~~- ~~-~-9?;;R4.;: PI1~~.: ~ :· t~e,> ~:CA~- ~~.~~?~~a~~~\~·-·.: _·#~,si~:·~-~~~:;~~~C::.(~~- _·th·~,:·.: ·-:~_ 
Stati.stical Handbook on Population has. for the most part now been collected. 

A~a~~sis: o~··the -~ater~·a1 __ and ~~~~i~at'~-~n. of th~· ~~s~lt:~ will be don·~ in 
.-:; ::. . '· . ' .. •· :: ~ · .. :· .

stages and revised according to more recent data.·

16. The Seminar on. Population Problems in Africa me't "'in----cairo from .... ;· ~.: : . . ,;,: .: ' " ·' ·'. •' : .. ::·: ~-: . . . . . . :· . ·:: ... 
29 ·october - 10 November 1962. Its report·wa:s··--subm.i"tted t6 "tlie: .. fitt:b:·

sessi6n :iif 'tb.e: :Cbrt1ih:i.ssi6n (E/CN h4/186) I The: prim;;;~y task of the .. 

Seminar was t·o :rieview demogr'a:p·b.i·c problems in relation to the economic 

and soci.al. planning of the' co-untries in the region;,. During th~ ,seJninar, 

it was announced that a sub-r.egional demographic c_E)ntre would be opened 
<·:: ':·: .. ::::·,·· ·:··:; ... >' ·: ... (. ' ;. . ··f) 

in Cairo in the near future and arrangements were being made for the 
:; .i.·t ~."-: ,: :_ .. ( ·. .· . ·.. . .: .. '~ . :: ....... ·. 

establishment of a second centre, which would serve the English-speaking 

count'r:l~~[.in Af'rica.· -The seminar was of the opihton that the ~a~ly ·' 
establisbin~·ri:-t '~f -~.: c~ri.tre ·for trainees from French-speaking countries in 

Afri_ca was' very ·ne.cessary. 

17. Two statiEitical ap~~ndices have been published as annexes to the 

.. Eco:n·omi:c-~·:BUlle:t-in f'or Af.:r'iCa, ·and a great adY~nce .·was made in the 

publication of external trade .clata as a result of the urgent recommendations 

Series A · g:i,ve s .the direct ion, of trade of the Co~miss.ion., in tw,o . ~erie s: 
'"i •· • •• , 

of African countri(3s; ,ai?-d Series B gives a detailed cross-classification 
' . . .:.. :1.' ..... ; ... •' 

of :i,!llpo:.r:.ts _and e,xpor,ts_._by commodity groups and by c~untry of origin and 
.·· ~ ' . .~ ' . .: . . . . . .. . ... . ... 

destination.. The processing work on industrial statistics has been 

iriiti·ci_t.ed ·:iri a h~~ly -~8tab'ii~:he'd unit, and fi~~11;i the compilation: ~£ the 

nati6ri~! ac~o'tin:.ts ~e:ri~'s is ib. :Progress in accordance with the directions 

·given by··the ·Working:Group on.National Accounts. 

18·:~' :·:·:The. pr'ograril~e of 'work arid 'priori ties proposed by the Executive 

oSe'c:re'ta:by f:dr•.l-962•1.963 (E/CN.·l4/162) and fo~ 1963.,-1964 (E/CN.l4/23Q .and 

Add 1 and Q:o;:,r·:l,2 and}) -~-J:ld._the reports of yh~ qo,mmittees on the 

programme ~f wo;k and priorities (E/CN.l4/163 .. and Corr.l) ancl 

(E/CN.l4/231) approved by the Commission at the fourth session and 
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re-end.orsed at the fifth session related to the statistical w-ork are .now 

numbered under the. nA~otat.ed. list of project~ for 1962.:..1963 and i963-
·.·~ . . . 

. ~96~"· They are, either continuing: pr.ojects of high priorities or~~
pro,jec~s ?f high priority. Details of ea.ch one are reproduced.in.f'\111 

as Appendix I to this paper. The main titles are:

Number 

Fourth session 

05 - 0-2. 

06' '-'or

e6 ~· 02

06 ... 03 

06 - 04

06 - 05 

.. 
06 - 06 

4i';... ol

41 ~ .03

41 - 04

41 ._ 05

Fifth session 

 

01 ~.05

41· 01

41 - 02

41 - 03 

41 - 04

41 - 05

41 ·..:. 06 

61 ·- 01

61 - 03

61 ... 04

61 ~05

61 -··1o

Sub~~ct 
i ~ :, ': ·. 

.Studies o:n. Demographic levels, 

T.rend.s .and Projections
. . i ; 

Statistical Su:J::vey of Af-rica 

 Regional Co-operation fo~

Statistical Development 

Regi?nal Co-operation in the . 

 Fiel(l .of Data Pro.cessing 

Exchange ·of .Information o.n 

Statistical Activities 

Formulation of Statistical Standards 

 for the Region 

Processing arid p·ublication of 

stati~tical :da:ta 

Training· faciii'tie s J.n Africa 

In;_service Training for African

Economists and Statisticians . 

Summer.courses for~Africa~ U:niversity 

Students of Economics and Statistics 

Training activities in Statisti-cs 

Training'iri -Demography 
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19. Other projects approved at the fourth and fifth sessions listed 

in the programme of work and priorities having implications of interest 

to the Third Conference of African Statisticians c\re related to agriculture, 

economic and social development? economic surveys, finance and inter­

national trade and training. In Agriculture, t"iw continuing projects 

c:md activities of high priority approved related, one to the review c;md 

analysis of Current Progress in the Field of Food and Agriculture in 

Africa~ and the other to the Food Consumption Levels and Utilization of 

Food Suppliers. A description of these projects is reproduced in full 

as Appendix II to this paper because of their importance in the programme of 

the Secretariat. 
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Extracts from the ProgrammG! of tlo:r;'k and P!ior:itie s Adopted· by

the Commi~sion at·· its fourth and fifth sessions. 

Origin:. R~port of tl).e ftrst sessioni· para.grapli 62; . Report of the . .. 
.Semj,:q.ar: on P.op.ulation Problems in 'Atri;ca (document E/CN o 14/186). 

Studies of. demographic r:1tructu:!'~ artd · trend's·· at the regional~ Description: 

. su,b:-regiona.l and natibl1S.l levE'l'ls to :P~·c)vid8 basic information 

useful .for plg.l"' .. nine of'· economic· a.1·1d. soCial· ·development. 

a) Studies on the·:overalJ·o .. emog:raphic situation as 

revealed by data .secui-ed andevaluated from the recBnt 

P()PUlat:i,on Qensuses, sample' in.i.i:.,;veys arid vital 

statistic<::. r.egis·i;ration.·wi-th·spebi"el :emphasis on the 

relationship pe"Gween demographic variables such as 

fertility, mortality~ m\g:r'iJ.";ion {an,.c't .·~l:)anization) 

and economic ind social factors, studies on the . . 
·.!. '· 

demographic aspe ets of manpo\-re:r, internal migration, 
,··· 

urbanization, r:wrtali ty, ·etc,. 

b) . Projection of l:!B .. tio:r.,al populati6n ·a.nd.: their-•kegme':hts· 

. (rural/urto.:n popu.1at:i_on, .· sehoo1--age population, 

manpovre.:r e.te~)..

Stu.d:ie s on .. -cbe d.(-:mogra>phic 9 ;:nanpower ·arid social 
· .. :· 

aspects 9-f' ·A:t~ric:::n de"--e1o:pmont · pJ.e..ns~ 

d) Preparat~con of .'J. statoment of general principles for 

organization? choice of subje.cts, .:1.:1d priori ties, for 

e) 

national progra:nines of de:rhb'g.rapliic research, as aids 

to develo:prne~d. planni11g m1.d'.:;_Jolicy-making 5 sui table 

to the conditions of Jl.f:rio·an countrie B 9 advisory 

services to. gove::~·nments in such researc:ilo 

Regional contributions· to clemog:>a.:l.iliic research 

projects undertakG:n ~t "Hearlq1'l2·rters at the request 

of. the Pop.v,Ia.t:i,on Commissio!L 
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Comment: .This .pro je·ct will be carried out. ii:J. co-ope~atio:ri with 
. . ~ . : ... 

the consolidation and·analysis of demographic data, to

be published in the form of a handbo9k. Res~lts of 

census~s carfied out receri·h;Y" Under the Wo;ld Population

Census Programme and_ the demographic· sample' surveys: aiid; '

'e:x:peri~ental studies ini tiated-.in a :number· of countries ·. . . . . ·. . ...... . 

will become increa13ingly availal:>le in 1963-64. ' :rrl, . . . . . ' 

selec~ing ~esearch topics, accoun.t· will be taken o:f the 

recommendations made by the semd;nar on Population Problems 

in Af~i.ca and of the results .of censuses~ · Areas of 

studies common with specializeO; ~genci:es to be undertaken 

afte_r prior consultation, and pa,rtici:pation in the work 

of th~ specialized.agencies in areas of' common studies to 

 be simultaneously el?-couraged. 

41 ..,. Ol(V) •·. Statistical survey of Africa 
.' .... \• 

Origin: 

Description:. 
.. ' 

Resolution 12(II) and ·59(IV). of. the Commission, reports 

 ·of the first and seco.nd Conference.s pf .,African Statisticians •. 

An .overall plan for statistical.developinont in the region 

designed to ~ring activities. of' .sta.tistical offices in line 

with requirements for economic and· so:cial planning and 

involving the following action by the Secre·tariat: 

. 

a). Discus~ion with countries.of :technical assistance 

requirements in relation to.natiohal programmes for 

statistipal ~evelopme11t, briefing·and supervision 

<;>f experts .and fellowships. in'· cci-o'rdina tion with 

the, Department Qf Economic and- Social Affairs at 

headquarters. 

b) Plannin15 and supervision of a 'regional advisory 

service to .render direct assist.ance to countries 

of th~ .;r-egion~ • in co-operat·•ion with the Department 

of Socia,l Affairs at Headquarters and FAO. 
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Comment: .. Technical ass;i.sj;an.ce requirements were discussed with 
. ·'··· . ·.. . . ' . 

countries in relation to the bie:O.n·iim 1963-64:· The 

regional advisory service .is now composed ._of; five 

experts in the following fields: demography, public 

finance, stat"ist±cs, na;tional accqunts, saii\;pling and 

·fie-ld. surveys •. ·.Seventeen field missions were completed 

in 1962.- A. section for .statistical development was 

established to deal with projects. 41 - 01 (V) 41 - 02 (V) 

arid 41 ..;. 03 (V). ·.ThiS. include.s supervision of the 

advisory service, .-of training centres and following up. 

of te:6hnical assistance in .Africa.. There are. thirty-nine 

UN experts in statistics assigned in African countries .. 

41 - 02 (V) · Regional Co-operation for St.atistical Development 

Resolutions l2(II) and S9(IV) / :Beport·s of the first 

and second Conferences of African Statisticians •. 

Descri;ptiori:: · ·· Establishni.~nt and implementation of regional ;programmes 

Comments: 

.of co-operation, based on ~pecific needs expressed by 

6oun:t:r-ies fqr their. sta. tistica~ d~_V:el9;ptnent. ~ctivi ties 

in 1963·and 1964 to include the following: 

a) Short sub-regional·meetings of heads of statistical 

offices and of directors. •.of:tra:i:J:li.P.g_: c~n~res to. 

co-ordinate training actiyities for each school 

year (see ;proje.ct .61 -.Ofi(V) for description of 

training acti vi ties). 

b}_ O:n.e: ·f:rt.udy tour in, 19.64 on. the integration of 

statistical and plan:p.ing .activities.

·c) ·A. fellowship programme to enable junior statisticians 

to receive in~service training in statistical 

offices of the region. 

UN.is assisting a.network of :four sub-regional and two 

national training centi'es in .Africa. Further particulars 

·on 1962 activities are included in document E/CN.l4/220. 
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.(ll) .· · :the i data :Pfbbe.ssfng. 

_o;igin·;· ... '· f'Irs·:C.o::a;fia} seooncl Conf'erences of African 
·stat1i~ti'cian~}'

.' ~y-o.~l.U~~:-'·cif'' :t:h~' ·unit· Erstablished at ECA 
: rt~~d~~a·:rt'€i:t·s .fbr re·s'earcH1' a·rid::demonstration and 

'':ro/s.~J:.'v:LC'in~l ~~ii'1'tri'e.s·';tithout equipment or with 

: ·.sJf:ti6i~:rit p;oce ss'ing capa;city,:, 
Freparation·,.:of a.· repor't .. ·ori dE;?yelopments in data 

pr~ce'~~ing in African· courtt:rie s, to be submitted to 

·the· thircf; Conf~rence .. \'of African Statisticians • 

·Comments: The Mechanical Unit estabii.shecl' a:f the Commission 

·Headqh~i/te:r?s: ·a,t:the' :erid~·.::o'.f .. l:9~J:·.PC~.·S:· succ~ssfully performed 
' o ~ .. -- 0 F 0 ' 0 

a:·number of ope.rat-ions ·iP:.-.1962,. Fl.1lch as the processing 
. . 

of th·e' Addis A:Qaba Oen.f?).ls, .:lib..£3. reg.ular prooe'ssirig of 
' ' ...... ,. ·. . ...... •.),_.;.; 

-exterhal· .trade qta,t~st•iqs for . .QM. African country and a 

nimber -:o.:f regi.onal ._tabl~ !3· ~?:.. 

4i - 'o4 ''(V) ,:~~'chan~e(Cif- information .:(in :Eftati'S.tical activities • 
. , •: . 

Origin: . . ·. . Reports of tb.'~ tirst' ~a.n& ':s'ed.o:nd: Ctinferences of African 
 . . . ~.:. -~ .. 

's-t~·t'is-ti·~iariM~· · ·, ""'· 

. Establishrii~:rit of·· a ;syst~ni:';::fo·r 
. : \ . ( . ~ ' "' . . . 

general exchange of 

ir~f'~r;nat.ibri· 'bh :~~tat:Lsiica:l=·:a.cti vi ties and methods between 

Afri~an bouritrie's':ifiblud'in~r:the following activities in 
1962-1963.

a).'~ P~blibk.t'iort' of''·Sta_tis'tical Newsletter of the Commission., 

··'bf 'Pr~':Pai-a>tion: a:nd. ·piJ.bTi'oation of methodological manuals 

:bn ii.o'hseholdi'survefy's/ national accounts and 

poptlla·tiorr' censtis~'s ··under African conditions; 

c) 
. · .. '• 

T;l:f:n~fatidh. of 'J:iifpo~lts on methods on household surveys, 

-~inollid:fng' li'ouse.ho:Id :s't.lrveys and popv,J;.Q:;i;~p:n surveys • 

· :Pu'bi'ibatto:n .·. :r-:rd·nrt ime·. ,t·6 ·t·

· ;~f~reirt6'es::~:rJ. ':sii'a:t±sti't:lal :1;>ublications in African 

countrieso 
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Comments: · ::[ri:::.l96-2·, Lthe Stati.S..t.i.o~l ·N~_wsl~tter wq,$ _pu:blished: on a 
"- .. . :,,,,,,,,_4' ,-, ..• -·. 

.-q_uar.:terly b~sis., __ .r ~~epaJ?atipn .. ,of.reports on national ' ., ., .. .... . ·: :·: . . . :-:-. ............. ~_' .. : :· .. < 
accounts is in progress and will 1;Je .. S'tl"bm;itte_d to the Th:i.rd.'·' ... ·.·'·' ,. · .. [ · .. :' ·, 

Conference of African Statisticians. One volume of

bibliog;ra,phical referen6es has a'ir~ady b~en 
.. . :." ;:·:: .. 1 '. . . ": . ' ' ") .·· ·.. . .. \i 

41 ~ 05 (v}. ·Formula"\i:Lo:n: .of statistical stand.~~d-~ for the region 

Origin: 

Description: 
',:_;· .·.' 

Re:ports of the fir.st arid second· Conferences of African 

Organization of work::lng groups of experts to exchange 

·· viel.t~· 6n · m~thods !ind to ·consider· adapt~,.~o~ ~o Afi:"ica of 
.. 

·international standards~· in co-operatic.~ with the Department 

ofEcortomic and Social Affairs and with-specialized 

a·gericies. 1963-1964 to include meetings on the following 

si{bjeot: 

a)· In t963, Third Confereri:ce of .African Statisticians : 

negotiations are being held with specialized agencies 

concerned to h'old the' Conference ·jointly with the 

Comm:fssion. 

b) 'In 1963,· wotki

working.groups with FAO. in tlJ.e.field . .of food and 
' ..... ·.,, .:· ;':' r·; 

 agricultural sta tisti os and with IMF on balarid~: Cif-: · 
.. 

·payments~ 

c} In 1964, a list .of technical meetings to be prepared 
. ' . '· '·· . :· ·_: ··' 

by the- Third. Cor1f~~~noe of, ,Af.:ri_pan Sta tis ti oians. 

Comments: (rv)The .reports of 1961 meetings. on External Trade Statistics 

and Hodselio:ld .surveys were submitted t.o -t:he fourth session 

(Irr/CN ~ i4/l20 and E/CN .14/130)

Comments: (V) ~~e r~:po~ts of 1962 me'etingi on indust':t:Lal statistics 

and natiom3.1 a~count s were·· submitted .. to·· the fifth session 

(E/CN .14/173 and E/CN .14/221) •
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Oripira .. , :,;, Re;ports of the fir~t·.~nd.secopdJ>Oonf'E~rences·of African 

and required -

for .the Economic Bulle'ti~ f~r-A:lrica.(African Statistics). 
. . ... . . 

:r:o·r ;tile:·.&!~i~~-rt~·:Trac1~ ··st-a.tistitC.~s·':{~~E?r:i.¢:s A;. quarterly 

and' 'se·rie'S ·B,·tW.ice a; yea+.};

-for a bulletin on industr:j,~l (one 

~iri preparation. in:,1963) 

:.b'} :i6ompilation and· analysis of .. data requfraa:·· 

.by' :i:•e·s·earrch divis.i;ons of the, .. Commtl3)3io.:n} s secretariat, 

wi Lth· particular ,em:Ph~sis on P+O ject!=l- and programming ... .. '.. . ,_ 

'(J;irc)ject 01·:.:.. 04),-' economic ·surv~y,_qf .1\frica (project 
•' •,, ' I . • ' !, -~ ,. ~- '• ' 

11 - .10) and industrial research (group project 21 - 02) 
. .. . . . . 

and int:er African .trade: .. (p:r:o ject 13 - 01) • 

 c) ··:statistical handboo~s: ass(3mbly, ·_evaluation, analysis 

and· publication of ·a~ta de~~ve.d . .fr,'om the Statistical 

Survey, handbook on popt;t:lra~ioTI: i;o·.be published in 1963, 

·handbook .on pat·iQn~l a.cc~mn:ts- to be pl,iblished in 196 4. 
•' . ,. •: . . :. . 

Comments: . .•· The: publldati.on of d~t\3. 'on externii:l'··trade has considerably 

~:x:pandeci..·;:'in '1962. :_ i:T:hiform an<i d:etailed trade data have 

been published for the years -1960 and 1961 in two series 

of ·bC>oiei'~ts~ ; As 'regards (b) above, .a: team of two 

. . r· 

• • • ' •• • (' • • - • ' • • ~- .. ~ •• • J • • • • • • • 

statistician's' a.n.a:. five oomp'ilters· Will- ·be working with the 

team··of • economi.sts on the. Economic. Survey:,.of. Africa. A. 

•spe ofal :,'computing ·_,unit· ·was
. ' .. . .· -.. ~ -. . . . -~ " . ' 

industrial and oth$~ .·eaqp.omic stati:;lti..o.s •. As regards (c) 
. . . - - . . . : ... · . . .. \.~ \ :: ...• 

abaye, .th~ c;:ompilation of handbooks on population statistics 
' • • • ·' ·• ,',. • .• ' ' ; 'r ... • -~ • · • ~I : ' • • : . 1' •: , • . : ;~, .-: r', , '• : • , • • /" , ·. • . : 

?nd national. ?J.CCOunts have been delayed· Ori. ac6o'Ul1t.·.·Of ... la.ck 
~f s~aff r~source~ .•. 
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61 -:-.O_f. .. (y) . Training facilities in .Af~,ica •. 

Origin: Commission resolution 17(11) 
·.:.·.;-: :::.:~·; ,_;··. . :. 

Des.crip~-~on: .. Consultation wi tl?- university,_ research im.;ti tutions an-d 

'. ·~~ ... 

Comments: 

othe; appropri~te organizations. _in, Afriea regarding 

arrangements for the training of f. .. frican ·staff. 

In line. with this project r:md in pm·suance of consiiltationi:f ' 
I • ,, ~ ' • 

which were started in 1960? 1961 a.nd 196 2 it is hoped to 

further assist in t:r.aining activities by: 

~) .. :Mainte.irting close collaboration witlil''organizati6ns
. ;..,,...:r.; · .. , 0"' . , ..J. • . ) C) : ...,..,..., ..• ·• :· ·-~ . ·. : ; •. • • ce.r __ 0 ...•.. ,_, o,L mldd1 .. g~c,clo tra::t.n:tng act:t 'Vl tles 9 

;, , including ILO ancL CCTA, so: as t_o co_:""ordinate•.'ef;for.:ts 

 

in this field; 

b) Commencing negotiatio:::1s for ·t;he setting up of train~ng 

programmes in. public administratio~: arid. making a -~-titih:y. 
· for the develo:prr:ent of existing facilit'ies ini th.·is

field in .Africa ; 

· c): A5lsisti11g in a study, as to the .· 9c'.'iT~sibili ty ~f­

e-s.ta.blishing a training programme of African 

d) 

diploma-~:; in, Africa to substitute the UN programme 

-launched in Europe c:-.nd the USA in· 1962. This programme 

would only bGcome effedi"lle inJ964 and would co­

ordinate a1l efforts being mac'te i~ thi.s field, 

Collating· and centrn"l~czirig irifoimatioii a:~cL 

clo cum en tat ioi1 on training · :progr2,minek' being carrie de o·ui 
•in Africa in all fio1ds~ whether on a 'iong or short 

term basis, for d.iffusion to interested governments, 

the U;.1ited Nati,ens ancl the specialized. age~1_9~~~:L

. Thus the train~,_ng section might· ;;tot e.s an advisor

. arj,d .. document~,r:r unit on traini~g ;problems, 

disseminating information and identifying gaps for 

possible fu:!:'ther .. ac-tion. 
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61 - 03 (V) In-service training for 1frican 0'cmiorri:Cs{s 

Origin:. 

D.e scr.iption: 

Comment: 

61 04 (v)' 

Origin~ 

De scri-ption~· 

Comment: 

61 - 05 (V). 

Origin: 

C9IIlUlission resolution J..6(ll.) rep.ort of the fi:J;'s-b session 

ot the S.tanding :C~;~mitte~ on ~+~Fde, (E/CN .14/17 4 9 5I, 

 ~nd E/CN ~_JA/174/'ld<'l. 2) •

In-:-se.:r,v.ice .. traininc;: at thsJ:leaciqp.e.rters of t}fe Commisf3.ion,

: and with the E.conor.;i c Comm:L r1sim1s . for. Eur().J?<3 ,and for· ifsia

and the Fa:l.~- Ee.s-G" .

'A report 1·ms subniittE)d to.the. fiJ .. urth session (E/CN.l4/150) 

and· the-fifth sesston (document E/CN.l4/223). 

Summer courses :foJ.. .Africa,r~ u~ive:c·i3it:v ~tudents of -.--.. ------- . --~ ... . . 

economics r.Ytd S·L;a-tisties, 
·. ·-'-

. Commission .Teso.lution 17.(11) 
. ' . .: ' . :. . .. . : .~· - : 

Summer courses··.for- stuclm:rtc< enter~.:o.g ·their final year at 

the university. 

A report on the flrs

of 1961~ · ~~as ~ubmit:bed to the for.rth session of. the 

Com~issim1 (E/CJ:T.l4/l49) u.~d a._ report ~n the second courses 

conducted in the stt.1lmer cf 1962 was fiubrni tted to the 

Commission ai its fifth s<:3ssion (lJ/C.t>L 14/122). 

Trainin~ Act?.. vii.:ie s :i.n 8te;cis-Gics ...
...... -..... '"""'----:--------~-· --

Resolution 12(li). a:r·.rl 59(IV) paras" ·284 and 285 of report 

·of fo1irth sedion~ reports of first e .. nd·: second Conferences 

of African S·catisticians, 

Description: a) SurYey of requh:sments in respect -of :professional 

·statistical mani;ower e,nd progress made in training at 

this leveL. irex.:t 'report to be· ma;de in co-operation 

·bo ·c!J.e third Conference 
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b) Co-ordination of training activities at professional 

level in the region. The activity to include 

negotiations in regard to international and bilateral 

programmes of assistance, so as to obtain a fellowship 

programme and.assista.nce in the form of lecturers to 

newly established institutes of statistics in African 

universities. 

c) Assistance to and organization of a net-work of sub­

regional permanent training centres for middle-grade 

statisticians. Co-ordination of activities of all 

training centres at that level, and stand~rdization 

of pro gramme s. 

UN is now assisting five sub-regional centres and two 

national centres in statistics. The nUmber of students 

attending these centres in 1961/62 was approximately 65 

at middle grade level and 40 at unhrersi ty level. For the 

school year 1962-63; the enrolment in these centres 

reached 200o Further particulars are given in document 

E/CN.l4/224. 

61 - 10 (V) Training in Demographi· 

Origin: Council resolution 820 B (XXXI) of 28 April 1961. 

Description: Assistance to the proposed regional demographic centres 

Comments: 

in Accra and Cairo in their training activities and related 

researcho 

The Executive Secretary will be represented in the 

governing bodies of these centres and will therefore be 

in a positi-on to assist in planning their activities which 

are to be co-ordinated with the Commission's projects. 
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Review and analysis of current progress in the field 

of food and agriculture in Africa (an activity to be 
r 

built up progressively over a number of years in 

collaboration 1-ri th FAO). 

Origin: Report of the first session 1 para. 63. 

Description: Supply of information on food and agricultural matters 

and contributions of ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division 

to documentation for: 

Comments: 

a) ECA studies and surveys involving food and 

agricultv~e, including documentation of ECA sessions 

and other meetings; 

b) FAO regional office and headquarters and·FAO regional 

conferences and meetings, including third FAO 

Regional Conference for Africa and Regional Conference 

for the Near East. 

Various documen-ts have been prepared for the ECA fifth 

session and other meetings. Ac-tivities_ are being expanded 

as staff and library facilities improve with the view of 

building up an adequate supply of background and current 

information on a regional 1 sub-regional and country 

basis for preparing long-term and current documentation. 

32 - 02 (v) Food Consumption Levels and Utilization of Food Surpluses. 

Origin: Commission resolutions 18(II) and 54(IV); FAO Freedom 

from Hunger Campaign. 

Description~ Studies of demand and consumption levels for food and 

Comments: 

other agricultural products and participation in the 

activities of the World Food Programme for the utilization 

of food surpluses for assisting in economic development. 

Action has so far been carried out through Consultants, 

through participation in the fourth Inter-African 

Conference on Food and Nutrition in 1961, in field 

excursions of the ~~P in 1962 and by support of the FAO 

Freedom from Hunger Campaign& 




