
IN/TED NATIONS 

:CO NOMIC 
~ND 

E/CN.4/3ub.2/144 
18 September 1952 

,QCIAL COUNCIL 
ORIGINAL: El~GLISH 

SUB-COMMISSION ON 1?.R8VENTION OF DISC?.Ilillll.TION 
AND J:EOI'ECTION O:B' ~.UNORI~iES 

Fifth Session 

D3SCRI?l'IVE LIST OF RE01~ARCH 3:lOJECTS AND 
ACTION H--lCG.BlU,lME;;) OH DIEJC.R!lvi.JNATION AriD 
MIIIGRITY ffiO.BIEJ.'..~ HITi'I.A1'.l:i::rJ OR BEING 
PIJ.IJ'f.ti:D BY Ul'iiiJ.'D) ~ATIOHS ORGANS 7 BrJDIES, 
AND SPECIA!.J:ZED AGENCIES 

In accordance with resolution 443 (ZIV) of the Council, the Secretary

General submits this descriptive list of research projects and action progt~s 

on discrimine.ticn and minor~ty problems initiated or being p~anned by United 

Nations organs, bodies, and specialized age~cies for the information of the Sub· 

COIDmission on Prevention of Discr.iinination and Protection of' Minorities. 

A. UNITED NATIONS ORGJ'-Jqs 

1. General~~.!:~ 

The action proerarumes on discrimination end min~ity problems initiated 

or being planned by the General Asse1ubly are described in documents E/CN .4/Sub. 

2/5, pp. 1-4; E/CN.4/Sub.2/83; E/CI~.4/Sub.2/l28, P'P• l-5; and E/ClJ.4/Sub.2/145, 

part I. 

2. Securit:Y:,.2c;>~m91 

The action programmes on discrimination and minority problems initiated or 

being planned by the Security council are described in documents E/r:tr .4/Sub.2/5, 

p. 4; and E/CN.4/Sub.2/36. 
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3. Economic 2.nd Social Cctmcil 
··- ------
The ::J.C -l:.-l_un :pr osr·c.r.u.~es en d.:.scr:Jn:ne. tion ancl minor: ty pl'cbloms j_n:. t1::: ted or 

4. T1~~1.s tees21 ~-··:J C c\:'r.;,c ~-1 -·----·---.... -*"-·--------- ~ 

be:i.nc planned. by the T:.::.:.steesl:":J C:y;nc:U :~re cescr-rtorl :7.n doc,_;.ment.s E/CN .l+/Sub.2/5: 

r; __,. 

6-9; ·::'nd 

beinLS pJE.nned by -~he C orunics :~~·n on :rumen l{ :i c;z1ts B.i'C 0.J;scr-ibed in d.ocurn.cnts 

G • S _c•c ~-c ~ _9 orrrr1 :L!~eJ.J:~ 

'rhe problems of IJ:toventj.r;n of ·~-~GCl~:i~m:t~rm '·tnd l_::~cr~ec·~:'c;n Gf ffi:'_nor::i.tieS 

socj_cl serv~ces, and ;:;;c;c:l:::l clefence, in fr::.r o.s an equality 

of tre:::li::r,lont r0::_,'T'.rclcas cf race, creed, e·cc ., "s basj_c to all these f~_eld.s. In 

adclitj_on to this ::;enera1 j_nte:.'est, the folluv'.nc spec:ifjc :;_,rc;bjects rncq t•e 

mentjonecl {the fi-:.·st t1rree a:c•3 under 'n:;; the fot~:cth hc.s been defe:·red u.."ltil 

1955): 

B-4: InventC>l'~ of the Le:_:a1 ::mel Soc:i_·:ll Pcs'.t~_on of Kic;rants :i.n various 

count:c::i.es. 

B-:;~ Status of vc.r:i.ous as:;ects of' the st::.tus of mt~;rc.nts j_n the'.r ca:pac5.ty 

as al~ens. 

B-6: Jn7entcry of' intern::.ttonol instruments relatinG to the status of aliens. 

Soc iel Serv':_ces ------ ___ .,._ -··-··· 
C-1: Equc.l ·~r·ec..tment c.f loc;it~.r1.0..te and illec:'t)r::,:J.te child.ren. 

7. 9onua:is3i_~~~~ Ste~tus of \is:_m_e_~ 

I. majority of the research :projects and c:ct~_on procrammes of the Comrniss}on 

on the S t:'. tus of \fomen is related to the el:tmi.na ticn of discr:'.rnina tion on srounds 

of sex. These projects r_.nd proGranunes are o.cscribeo. in the reno::ts of the 
C ::llum:i_ssion (E/2Gl/Rev .1; E/ G15; E/131G; r/1712; E/1997, Corr .l~Rev .1; E/2203, 
C rYY'1' ,1-2) /8 ~ Soorcta_:vy--Gcrnerc.l 
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At the request of the Sub-Commission or on his Oim initiative, the Secretary

General had undertaJt:eri· the following- research projects for the use of the Sub;;. 

oanmisston,on-P:re\t'entiG.n of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and other 

orgcins interestecl -·in• disoriminati·on and minorities problems: 

, 

(a) :;Provisions .of national constitutions concerning prevention of 

'· "!l1scrfu1nation and protection of minorities (E/CN .4/Sub,.2/4); 

(b) Int.ernattOria:l protection of mino:::ities 1.ll1der the League of Nations 

- . - ·- (E/Oih4/BuboZ/6); · · 

- '(c') Defi:hitiori a~1d classification of minorities {E/CN.4/8ub.2/85); 

(d) -:sugseated st.udies on the 'problem of minorities (E/CN.4/Sub.2/89);' 

:.:( El}·' contr-ibution of- the Convention on the Prevention and Punishlnent· of th-e.' 

'·crime of: GeridcJde<· to ·prevention' of d.iscrimination and protection t>:f 

m:inori'ti~rs. (E/CN ,.4/Sub~2/80) ;· 

: (f}' Analysis' of :information from gov-errBJents relating to prevention ·of:. 

 discrminat:ioz{arid :Pl'>{)tectiori of· minorities (E/CN.4/sub.2/132) 

:(g) Memorandum on prevention Of' ·a:tscriliination and denial of fu."'ldamental 

·freedoms· ili res':pect of political groups (E/CN .4/Sub .2/129); 

{h) Memora~~um on the position of persons born out of wedlock 

{E/CN .4/Sub,2/125),; 

(i) Memorandum on the proced1~e for the international protection of 

minorities in Upper Silesia (1922-1937):•.(E/ON•4/Sub.2/126); 

-t:J')· -•- v~morendum on treat1.es a:na international instruments concerning the 

prote'ction of minorities (Jr/cN .4/Su:i>:~2/l33); -

 {ic-)·r· Memora.ndUlil on the princi~le- of nori.:.di'Scrilnine.tio:h as applied in the 

:co:nvei!tion'Relating to the- status---tlf Refugees. (E/CN.4/Sub.2/135); 

(1) Study of the legal validity of the undertakings concerning minorities 

(~/CN •. !t/3;67 and Ad_d.l). . 

,--:·.··,)' 

1. '- ·•ru-en c~~~2.r:er;df'or Refugee-a· 
,< ,' ', ' ·, ' ~: \.' ,' : I · ·~ :· _' '·,, . . . •. • ~ .', • ' • :· • . ' ~ • • (; ; .' 

· ii ~]le, R~e?- COiriipisai~ner: states that: ... T~~ specific nature. o:(' this Offi<;e,, 

which is aol~i~; concerned' 'With refugees who' come Within ita·. i::ompetence according 

/to its Statute 
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to its Statute, unlike other organiza tiona with prograJJmles affecting unspecified 

groups of people; does not allow this Office to engage in a~1y general proj€1cts or 
. . 

programmes of this kind. The task of into:cnR.tional protection of refugees which 
. . 

is entrusted to this Office by its Ste,tt~ta includes, however, protection ot 
refugees against discrimina tiona I may refer in this cc.nno::.::~.on to Article 3 of 

the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, which r·eads: 

"=The Cont~acting States shall ap~ly the provisions of this Convention to 

refugees without disc:;."'i.J.:oination ttfJ to re.c-.e, religion or cou.i.1try o~ origin. 1 

"This Office is 1 accorCl.i:r:.g to ro· LJ..clo 8 of its Statute, charged with . 

'promoting the conclv.sion and ratif~.cl'ltion of international conventions for ·the 

protection of refugees, supervising their app:ication and proposing amendme~ta 

thereto.' It therefore encourages any measures, legislative or other-Wise, which 

are designed to prevent discriruination'egainst refugees, and endeavours, through 

its own actio:1 or t~~.at of its brG.nch offices, to p:reve~l.t discritnina.tion· against 

refugees in the a:pplic:iti0n of lav.;s or in p:."actice whez-.ever &uch discrimination 

should occur, in particular o.:lEJc:r:iluin.:1tiou p:;.·actisGd agah11:1t a person because he 

is a refugee. 11 

c. SPECIALIZED AGENCIEsY 

1. IntArnE!yo~~--Le:Eour Or~_nisation 

The Directo.r·-Gener~l of the ILO stat~s that: 'ii am in the first instance to 

refer you to the statements of the actiVities of' the International labour 

Organisation in the field of the· p~ev~i1tion of C.iscrimination and the protection 

of minorities w~ich have already been sup~lied· to the United Nations and which 

Pursuant to ECOSOC resolutiqn .443 (XIV), the S~cretarywGeneral addressed· 
letters of en<Iuiry to the Food and :AgricultUre Or(::anization, the International 
labour Organisation, the Uai ted Nations Educational.,· Scientific and CultUral 
Organisation, and the World Health Organization. The replies received from 
the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Organization are 
reproduced as an appendix to this docmnent. Information supplied by UNEsco,· 
in addition to the list of research projects and action programmes appearing 
in this section, is reproduced eepar.ately as document E/CN .4/Sub.2/146. · · 

/appear in 
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appear in Bcon~mic e.nd. Socic.J. Council O.ccun1ont(3 E/CN .4/Sub .2/10 of 5 november. 

1S'47, E/CH .4/Sub .2/93 .of 12 Jnntto.r~" 19jO, and E/CN .4/sub .2/11~1 of 5 Hovenber .· 

1~51 •. 

"To these stcton€:mt$ it may pe arJ/led that the ILO tJc·~rumittee of Rx:perts· on 

Socic.l Pol~_cy in Ncm-Hetropoli um '.Ce:n':' torios (Genevc'., No~rernber/December 1951) · 

invited the GoverninG Bccl:' of the Intcrnat:lor .. el I,a:uour Office to consider the 

adoption of"C.::p intern?,ti'onel laoc.'.lr rec::::l,J.tlcnc . .::.t~.on on ce:cte.:tn :::spects cf :::n1c:rarit 

labour, in which conno::-t:::m the report ::f the Cotlrl.itteo er:1b:xl.ied. the frJllowi'ng 

sucgost:'cm:: rolo.t~nG to the ·c.ccocs of :.nc~' :~on·c-;us wo:c~~ers to zk:i.llod. ei;lplbyment: 

"' :.1. The further :;;rov~.s :~ens for the access of :'nc' teen~)1:B v~or!~el'S to 

s~:~.lled cD~Jlo;yr;18nt shoulc".. incl'.'C.e: 

'(:'.) ~\ccej_)tc,nce c·f the l)r~nc:t_y;los of et~yal OIJJ?c1rtrmJ.ty for all secMons 

of 'the ropnl~ t:loon nnd of the ccbol:: tion of un;r b~~rrieru esta'bl:lshed by 

l <l.W 0' 18+')"1 ')X' "nrc· e-mcn·t ,,.,.e,'ent:inr• r!:l' l·ec.-i-·r·~ c·t·'n" "Ccec•s of llny such .. ,_~ 'J '· i,J,'J.i • ~.,.-.,.,_. __. J J:'~ V , . .o. lJ ..._ U V..l. .:. •· . .1. : •. .J ~ U ._.... 

sect:ion. 'to p".rMcuJ:e:r t;y2cs clC" Jo'b.s or vm})lo:-1nont os cvntr.:lr;y to 

• 1 (b} Hcc:su.x es 'to: socu:ce lh 1•rt1Stic'e the re::J:~ zr':t~_on of tlwso 

· prinOt]:)l013 ruid the :i_ilC:::t·eo.sed pori'onhrtnc.e · t:Jf SI~Jllecl i-TOrl: by 

' '' ( :1) In tll terri tor~:es· pr6vinion 6{' ec:;_u.ai c-cceos ·to techn:ca.l 

and. vocn. t:~ona.l trn.2n5:n(.'; f[,c ·• Lt t:tos for- all 1-ror:-:ers; 
1 { 5.:1.) In te::.•rHcries vird:e bo.::.·r ier£ s.t:ill ex:'st out •·rhere there :ts 

no ''}Je:.iUD;DGD.tl~· cettle(i. clc:.'Su o:fnon<ncliC6DOU3 i-TO:r:.:o1~~ and 

5.n nmv tnc'.us"':;r:1_D.l ontc~:·:p::::t-:Jos e,n;y>-rheY.e, the O;)enin.:-~ of eclual 

o:_;iicrhm::t~es :tor c.ll ·._,i.:r·.l::fj_ed. vro:r~:ers to jobs re.::_'.l::.l·:lnG 

· s·,'ec -1·"'" e,< a'-~ J l ;,. r:n· rl· 
..1. - .J.. • - -'-- ........ _ • ~-t.:l :t -~ ... _ 

' ( ::.~_j) In terr5 tcr~cs vihe~.·e thel'e :is "' :::~c:"Dll" nently settlec't end 

d:1.st•.nct cJ.::,z.s, of !lon··j_nd.:i.conous iro~<:ers, creo.t;ion l>.Y sto.ees 

_cf ~):'J:;:.lcrtlm::. tios :fer e.o.vc.ncoment of ind.:l_c;enous workers to 

somi··okilled and. c::2llecl jobs •1 

"The Govorn~n;:s J3od1 :!.ntcnds to recons:lc,er the question of the proposed 

recommendation whei1 ~-t proceeds to consider the c.genda of the 37th session (1954) 

of the Internntional Lc.bour Confo:rence. 

/"It may 
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"It may also be added thc"t, at the Secr·etar.r-Genel·al's re:~uest, the 

Intelnncttional La1JOU1' Office is to SUF?lY for the seventh session of the 

Comnission on the Status of Homen :l_nf0l1i1at:1.on on the :Jnl)J.ementntion and the 

general effect of the Convention (no. J.OO) o.nd Recommendation (Ho. 90) 

concerninG eg_uel remu ... '1eraticn for r::en enG. women wor~;:crs for work of ec1ual value 

adopted j_n 1951 by the 34th Sess~_cn ci' t>.e Cc,nference 1·7hich ere ctescr:t.bed in 

pare.t;raph 2 cf d::.cunent F/Clr .4/St~b .2/:1.41; tl1:'s conventi::m vrill coue into force 

on 23 Hc:,y 1953 ." 

2. Un-ite<t Natio~s E::luc:J.t~_one.l, S_cient:t:i:,:hc.l ~Cul~~~l Organization 

The D:trector-Genm·al of UIJESCO he.s suppliecl the folloiving classified list 

of UNESCO procrammes and actj_vi ties, 1-rhich are described. ln greater detail in 

document E/CN .4/Sub .2/146:'.?:./ 

EDUCATION 

(a) Prov:tsion cf educ£:>.-l:;ion -------------------
Free and co::~~;·ulscr:r pr:lr:JJ:'.rY od.nc0t~_or!__f.C2E _ _::'21_~. Studies, international 

and regional eon:;:"erences, m~_ssions of expertEJ (resolution 1.23) .J-1 
!i'U.Tldamen::;a].:. __ ~.sl~~.!:!_ion. St'cldj_es, assistance to associated. projects, 

missions of eJ:perts, establ:islmwnt and maintenance of a network of regional 

and national fencl['mento.l eC'.uce.tion training and production centres. 

Further ecLucation c;!_~~l'~· :f\bintenance of em International Centre 

of 1vorkers 1 EclucatJon, established in lS'52, ano. utilization of this centre 

for the organ::.za tion of s::n~nars ~mel sunm1er courses (resolution 1.22). 

(b) Co-.mbat:1ng pl~ud_:jp.£_1:!._1__!~~~-of ~~ducat:i_on 

Research into tl~p fo:t.Y:~~-~on of att~ tud.es amcnn childre~. Conl'erences 

of experts to discuss the edncntj_on and the mental health of chj_ldren in 

Europe (Pc.rj_s, December 19~~;::) • 

Studies of ft~ctors jnfluoncj_ng the attitude of school children towards 

persons belonc;j_nr_; to ot.hm' rc:.ces (resolut~ons 1.251 and 1.313). 

Earlier activities of um:sco in these fields ;:ere described in documents 
EjCN .4/Sub .2/9C..i, E/CE .4/Sub .2/121 and. i .. o.d .1. 

The numbered refe::."ences ere to the resoluttons in the UN:EECO procrrunme for 
1952. 

/Youth movements 
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the o·o~ect of :i.r::prov~_nc.; sch::,cl to:~t-"Jcc:~s and. oc J.il'OI:lct~_ne ::ntel'De:tion:ll 

U.'1J.erst~C.ncl..inc (e.G. teo.ch::nc cf histo:;.:y, Sa·lres, Jul~·-.'.ucust 1951) 

Teo.cJ~~nr; c:J.:.Q.Ut J~~I:..::.::..n :t.::'Ilr~. Vetrio;..·_s st'i..'cl:i.es c.ncl :Quo::r.co.tions have 

been pre1x::.rod. :'.11 antic~J?L tiu•1 of a ser:lj_ner- ( t::l be he::.d Gt 1;c,u0:sh::mten, 

No~l·erlanc'.s, j_n Au::=v.st 19~;2) the l'OS<.tlts of 1-rh:'c:1 it ::l_s pro:;osed to use for 

tho pv.rpose of ass~st~nc; States j_n conduct~nc, es part of ::;.n international· 

plan, national eXl,lerii:wnts in teG.chinG about lnuuan r~chts, ::mel for the 

r;m~})ose of p1·ovidinc tl1e teachinc; staff vr:i.th clccm':lontary mo.terial 

(rocolution 1.33). 
(c) Use c·f lfm:·u=~{~os :in edt1cat::_on ·-----------1.:--------------·-

Stud.;) of tlw tec~rr:dccl, ps~·cholocical 8,!1d socj_al J?l'oblens a:r~s:lnc; ~n 

conr:exion 1-rith the use in educntion of vernc.cuJ.cr or other lnnc;u::-cr;;es j_n 

sovereic;n Sktes and Fon-Solf-Govern:.nc; Te:~·ritories {resolution 1.121). 

scru:cE 
(o..) Dissem~_nat:on ofsc5.ent_Jfic o.G!;~--.:£~(;).22_::E.;_the ..!!:~~ C}_uesti?!! 

Pre:x~rati::n c,nd <li.stri.'but:I.on cf' n stntcraeet c•n ::.'ace, :publicati::m of 

studies tn the collections "The R:::tce (l_uostion ~-n Eoclern Sc:'ence" Mel "The 

Race C;uestion in l·lodo:~n Thou~;ht" (re::wlut~_cm 3 .2) • 

Studj_es relatj_nc to the cd.ucu.t:!.onnl use of the sc::'entif::'.c data thus 

c,ssombled. 

(b) Jnvest:lr~at:i_cma oz. ncs:<t~-'.:':.~-~-::_l2_tr~by_!;~.cms to the so:..ut5on of :problems 

connectecl wtth th~oc~:..[ll_~ntec;n:~~i:-:!!._of J:J.:'~cr::'.~:;_e.:!!. 

Investic,o.ti::m in vc.rious States of I3:co.z~.l conm:.onced jn 1S:51. 

Investico. tions jn Braz::l, ~:ox:ico, F:'enc:1 Host Ine\J.es, Un~_tcd. St:1tes of 

America, Yuco::;1e.v:a, end the Yedel'cl Republic of Ge:cr.cn~' ur:dertal:en in 

19:,)2. I>. s;:,'!lthesis of the results of those ~.nvest~r;ect:i ons will be pubHshed 

(resolution 3.22). 

/ ( c ) 8 tuc'!.-; es 
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(c) ptu~~-c-~_relat~.n~ to the ClJ.~tura~Y::_~c:;:imHaticm o~ i::-·,--:ii~l_:_:~!];_~~ 

Studj_es (unclerto.l:en j_n 1951) of the Cc.lltm'D.l assim~_lntion of certz'l;n 

c;roups of :il;unit;l'[~nts ~-n f~t~stro.lla, Belcimn, Brczil, France and I::n:ael. f, 

s;ynthesis of these stuc'.i.es -v:-ill be published (1·esolution 3 .23). 

(d) Studie~ of :inter11al3_C.:S:)·:cl tens5ons 

Studies in ac;reenent and collc.born t~con \'lith a HeDber State i·Thich has 

newly gained its 5.nd.e:;_1enclence, rela tine; to the me':;hod.s emplo3"ed. to reduce 

internal sccic..l tensions (resolution 3.25). 
CULTURE 

(e.) Studies of the right of minorities to preserve their cult:.:ral identity 

and. of the~.r ric;ht to :participate in nat~_onal ani international cultural 

life (resolut:'.on 4.:"2). 

(b) Studies of the mental habits of certain peq)les ns evidenced by their 

local le.nc,1.tac;es (resolution 4 .53). 

/ •· p-;-n:t',TT\T'.
' .; .... ..~- .... .J...:JL'J..l..)J...ll,. 
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The D:i.recto:::--Gene~al of HHO states that: uThe progn:.mme of \7EO is not 

directecl specifically to tte problem of dj_scr:i.mination o:· the protect~:.on of 

:minorities, and for this reason I believe thc.t none of the research projects 

or action programr,,es uGdertal:en by this or~;ani:::ation could properly be i:::tcluded 

in a descriptive list of projects such as that sug;:5esced by the Government of 

[h·reden. OOn the other hand, all the activities of \·::10, including those conducted 

co-operatively ivith governr.ents, are carri3d out in a spirit o:: non-discri:ninati.m. 

They are de sic;ned in acco:::c1ance id th the Prean1ble to tLe Constitution to bring 

benefi"l:.s to peopJ.e irithout distinction on acco·.mt of race, religion, political 

belief, econonic cr social conditions. Insofar as many of -~he::::e pro.:;ra;;1r.1es are 

directed toward helping people in tb; nost depressed economic circumstances, 

they may be said to advance the protection of groups who n:i13ht be at a social 

disadvantage. 

"'J:'he principles whicl1 (jovern the progrsr,m:e of \-l':IO -vrere set out in the first 

two parag:"aphs of the docun:ent submitted to the Sub-Cor.:mission on the Prevention 

of Discrimination and the P!'otection of llinori·;;.:.es at its third session 

(E/CN .1~/Sub .2/87). You may find it appropriate to refer to these provisions in 

the docurt;er.t vhich 'Hill be prepared for the fifth session of t!1e Sub-Cor.u::ission." 

B. 

The Director-Jenc' .:'3.1 ry/ ti1e Food ax:.d i\gricul ture Organ~.zntion states that: 

"The Food. and At_;ricnlt.t:Te C:'C/'<:::ization's program does Dot include any items 

n.eaJ.ing \·litll O.iscrir:iimtt:.im ar.J l.'elated ldnority problems. vie do, however, 

undertake certair1 activit:.e:s -vrl1-Lch are :tor the benef~.t of groups of people of 

lm-r ecur:o1:1ic s:atus. For ::.nc:.uClerl ::.n 01..~r pr'.:>gralil of vTOrk for 

for holding in ~he 

is upon t1.:e e.pp~.ico:ti.0n of' t.ec~mi.cal ag::::.cul t·.m:tl l:::o·.:leC.,::;e to proolems of 

the group cor:ce:::ned rct:1er t~1an upon preve~rtior. o:;;' discr::: .. ~:.:-;atim:. I therefore 

do not beli~ve 'that ite:.:s such as these shoc'ld be ir.cluded in ;)YG~.:r c1escri:i_Jtive 

list and that it wot:.ld be better to omit any contri'.:n.:tion t.o th:::.s list fror:1 FAO." 




