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EZSOI'CHMIC AND SOCIAY, COUNCIL
A, Introducticn

l. At its second scesion, tie Sub-Commission on Pro.ontion of Discrir%imt-i-;n anc
~

Protecticn of Minorities requssted tue Jecretury-Geueral, intey alla:
reg J ;

L

'ses 0 furnisl the rembers of the Sub-Comuission witwn relevant dale on
the activities of all orgens cf the United Nations and its upecializcd
egencies in the ficld of the prevention of dlscrimipation and the protection
of minorities, as and when it becoues availabla."

Thie memoranduvm conteins such relevent information concerning the activities
of the Eccnomic and Social Courcil.,

Be Resolutions of the Fconomic ard Soclal Comncil DReleting to Preventicn of

of Discriminabtion and Protaction of Minorities

2. At its eixth rescion the Economic emd Social Council af optea Recoivticn
116 (vI), which reeds in part: |

Jne crgans
£ irovention

L
£

1/ This study 1s cne of a series dealing with the ectivities cf veri
of the Unlted Neticns end its evccilualized agencies in the field ¢
discriminatlon and pretecticn of minorities.
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o ‘ /IIB.

T the Socend Session of the Sub-Corpniszsion
paragraph 15).
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hB.
"THE PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND THE PROTECTION
OF MINORITIES
"The Economic and Social Council

A. PRequests the Secretary-Ceneral:

(1) To organize studies and proypare enelyses designed to assist
the Sub-Commiscion on the Prevention of Discriminaticn and the
Protection of Mincrities in determining the main types of
discrimination which impede the equal enjoyment by ell of
human rights aud fundamental freedoms and the cauvses of such
diecrimination, the results of such studies and enalyses to t .
made available to meiters of the Sub-Commission;

(11) To keep in mind, in connexion with any studies he may make 11
the flelds of the prevention of discrimination and the
prctection of mincrities, the desirability of foyrmulating
effective educational programmes in these fields and to repou.
any findings that might assist the Sub-Commiseion in meking
appropriate recommendations to this end;

B. Advises UNESCO of the interest of the United Nations in effective
educational prograrmes in the fields of the prevention of discriminatiqy:
and the protection of minorities, and

(1) Requosts UNESCO to make available to the Sub-Comission eny
relevent material or analyses that might result from that
organlzation's proposed study of social tensions or from any
other UNESCO prograrme;

(i1) Suggests collaboration between the United Nations and UNESCO
in the formulation of such a programme;

(1i1) Sugmests that UNESCO conslder the desirability of initiating
end recommending the general adoption of & programme of
disseminating scientific facte designed to remove what is
cormonly known as raclal prejudice; and

(iv) Invites UNESCO to consider the creation of a committee of
world leaders in educational theory and practice, which shoulc
meke it its business to study and select the most ccmmon and

[vasic
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basic principles of a democratic and universal educeticn in
order to combat any spirit of intolerance or hostility as
between nations and groups.
Cc.
MINORITIES TREATIES
"The Economic and Social Ccuncil,
"Takiny note of chapter VIII, paragraph 37, of the report of the
Commission on Human Rights.l
"Requests the Secretery-Generel to study the question whether and to
what extent the treaties and declaraticns relating to international
cbligations underteken to combat discrimination and tc protect minorities,
the texts cf which are contained in league of Nations document CL.110.1927.1
Annex, should be regarded as being still in force, at leest in so far as thej
would entell betwsen ccntracting Stetes rights end cbligetions the existence
e which 1onld be independent ot their guerentee by tlie League of Natlons;
and to repcrt on the results o‘f this study to a later sessicn cf the
Commissior on Humen Rights with recommendatlions, 1f required, for any further

action to elucidate this question.”
3+ Thies study does not deal with discrimination purely on grcunds of sex, the
Economic and Social Ccuncil heving reaffirmed in Resolution 48 {IV) thet: “... it
is the fundamental purpose of the Commission fon the Status of Women/ to develop
propoeals for promoting equal rights for women and eliminating discrimination on
grounds cf sex in the legal, political, economic, social and educationmal fields."
b, The reports made to the Econcmic and Social Council by the Commission on the
Stetus of Women are available as documents E/281/Rev.l, E/615 and E/1316. It may
be added that in addition to the resolutions of the Council establishing the
Commissicn on the Status of Women, Resolutions %6 (IV), 76 (V), 120 (V1), 121 (VI)
154 (VII), 196 (VIII) end 242 (IX) of the Ecomomic end Social Council relete to
questions of discriminetion on grounds of sex. Resoluticns 121 (VI) and 15k (VII)
F and ¢ cf the Eccnomic and Social Council, howsver, relate also to discrimination
againet certain categories of women on grounds of nationality, race, language or
religion,. '

_/. See Official Records of the Econcmic end Social Counc,ll T’mrd Year, Sixth

——Bession; Suppiement—Noe 1, pepes 0end-—t —

/5. Resolution 121
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S+ -~ Resclution 121 (VI), on the Principle of Equal Pay for Equal Work for Men

and Wemen Workers which was edopted at the sixth session of the Council, reads:
"The Economic end Socisl Council,

"Having considered the q_uestion of the .fa.pp:'.:ic.erlzr4 on of the principle of
equal pay for equal work i‘or men a.nd, wonen workers placed on its agenda at
the reguest of the World Federation of Trade Unions » &nd the memorandum
eubmitted on the subJject by the Federeiion, |

"Havingz corsidered the recommendation on equel pey adopted by the
Conmission on the sStatus of Women,

"Reaffirms the principle of egnal rights of men end women laid down in
the Prcamhis of the Unitéd Nations Charter &nd appro*res the principle of
equal remrusration for work of equel value for men end women woxliers;

"Calls upon the States Members of the United Naticns to implement the
latier principle in avery way, irrespective of natiocnality » race, language
end religicn :

"_glg_g;g‘-_ ¢8 to trensmit the memorandvm of the World Federation of Trade
Unicns to tae Intermaticnal Lebour Organisati on, inviting the latter to
procesd as rapidly as possible with the furthey consideration of this subject

~end—to report to the Council on the action which it has taken;

. "Furthsr resolves to transmit the memovandum of the World Federation of

Trade Unicns to "'hn_*‘cmss* icon oo uhr: Status of W;msn I‘r’:;;c its consideration
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of wemen is concerned, due either to the lack cf leglslaticn guaienteeing th-
right cf women to education or to the fajlure tc apply cuch legislaticn;
"Requests the States Members of the Unlted Haticns to grent women equal
educational rights with men and to ensure tiiat they are aflfcrded geinine
educaticnal opportunities, irvespective cf rnationality, race or religion;

"Further sugaests that TMESCO iuclude in its anrual reports informaticn

cn its progress enl pians for Improving educeticnel opportunities for women,
end that UNsSCO upon request be rsedy to make sujzestious for prograrmmes for
the education of adulte in tke variouc ccunit™ics whare such vrogramues would
help to suive the problem of illiverauy, cal for otucr cducational nrogremme:
heving in mind, when elaborating every odocetloral prcgramme, that the widest
publicity of the politicel, scoclal and aivic yighte of wemen and of the
historical evolutlon and practicel reculbt of tlicse matters is a question of
vital impcriance, in order to teach ibe rrirciple of equality of the sexes.
!!G.
"The E:cnomic and Social Ceumnell,

"Recczndzing that restrictions with regerd to the cauality of rights cf
men and wemon constlitute en infringement of the fv~damental rights of the
humen person and ere incompatible with the ocbligations assumed by the Sitates
Members of the United Nations vnder the terms of the United Nations Charter,

"Notiag that there exist, in & certain number of countiries,
discriminntory practices with regard to the economic and sociel condition of
women, which are not compatible with the digmity of woman and which make it
more dlfficult for her tc participate in the economic life of such countries,

"Invitee the States Members of the United Natlons to &dcpt the necessery
reasures 8o that:

"(a) Whatever their nationelity, their race, their language or thelr

religion, women shall benefit by the seme rights as men in regerd to

employrment and remuneration therefor, &s provided for in resolution 121

(VI), leisure, sccial insurauce end profcesional treining and that

"(b) 1in eaci country tlhere should be legal safeguerds for the xights

of mothers and chiidron;

"Draws attention tc divergencies in various local systems in this field,

scme of them restricting the right of married women to act as guerdiens, to

/control
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control property and earnings, and to undertake independent business ventures,
and to engage in various other activities.”

7. At its eighth sessicn the Council adopted Resolution 214 (VIII), on Reportse
of the Council NGO (Non-Governmental Organizations) Committee, which veads in pext
"B,

CONSULTATION WITH THE WORLD JEWISH COGRESS

"The Economic and Scciel Council,

"Takes note of the Report of the Council NGO Conmittec prepared in
response to Council vesolutiom 133 (VI) H of 11 March 1943 regarding
comunications from the World Jewish Congrass;

"Kotes that the unsettled condibions in Palestine may have affected the
oboervence of fundamental human rights in Palestine and some other areas;

"Expresses the hope that Govermments and authorities concerned will not

cease to exort whatever efforts are necessary to safeguard the fundamental

human rigits of individucls and groups of different faiths."
8. The Eccnomic and Sccial Council at its ninth session asdopted Resolution 222
(IX) A, entitled "Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Econcmic
Development of Under-Developed Countries", relating to, Inter alia, the setting uy
of a Tecknical Aseistance Board (TAB) and of a standing Technical Assistance .'
Committee of the Council (TAC). In paragraph 7 of this resslution, the Econcmic
and Scelal Councll "reguestes that the TAB and the TAC, in carrying cut their terms
of reference, be guided by the "Cbservaetions on and guiding principles of an
expandcd prograzme of technicel assistance for economic develorment” (Annex I) and
teke intc account the records of the debate on the expanded programme which '
oceurred during the ninth session of the Council.”

The Annex referred to includes the following passeges: o

"The Council recommends the following principles to serve as guldes to

‘the United Nations and specialized agencies participating in the expended

programne of technlcal assistance, hereinafter celled the "participating

organizations":
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GENERAL FRIIICIPTES
The participating organizeticns should, in extending technical assistanc
for econcmic developuwent of undsr-developed countriess
3. Avoid distinctions erising froum the pelitieal structure of the
country requecsting assistance, cr from the race cr religion of ita
population,

"
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9. The cbservations and gulding principles relerred tc In the paragrarh abov
and the errangements made by the Council for the aldministration ¢f the technic
assistance programme, were approved by the Goneral Assembly at 1ts 2%end plena
meeting on 1€ November 1949 (dccuments A/1102, A/1103, A/110k, and A/1105).
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