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A. Introducticn ------
1. At its se~o.n<l seas~ on, t!1e :3\l.b- Commiaoi on on PrG. o!!tion cf DisCl·imin:-.:ti ·m anC 

. AI 
Pro~ecticn of Hinnrities rcCj_U.e ~>t0d tl.l.e .3ec:L·et~-:.ry··Ge!.wral1 i nte1• ali.a:9 

. -----
" ••• to furnish the memberD of the Sub-CO'filJ1i :1s i ~n 1-Tit!. rel cvar..t 0.atc on 

the activities of all organa cf the United Nations and its cpe<~j.aJ.J zod. 

agencies in the fi eld of the prevent ion of ~.Bcl·imJ.nati on and. t he }J:r :::tection 

of :zn.i.nor it1ee, a e; aLd 1>hen it beco:w.ee available . " 

'l'hie. me:mur a.-'ld.t:.!II. c ontatns such r~le\ant information c::mcerninc tr..e activities 

of the Eccnoxnic and Social Com:-"cil . 

B. ~~}utj._ons_£f_El~c~o::oi.s_a~...§2_c~.al Co1m_cil_ ~el~:.t.!Ee t o P~:_e-:~~.1?~. of 

of Discr:i ruination aml P:rote~tion. of Njnu:rities 
--~- . - · - ·-..;;._......;.....;..... 

2. At it3 s ixth eession the Economic and Soeial Council a! 'Jpted Rec~lt.~ti on 

116 (VI) 1 which r ee.d.e ia part: 

Y This study is cne of a series d&aling 1<1ith t he a<;t:!.viti es cf va:r:i 'JllG o:raar.s 
cf tho United Naticna &ld ita f.lJ>OC1u.lized ag~mcies jn th0 field c.£' 1-·l"evant i or: 
-r discr1m1nat1-on a.Tld :protectic.n of minorlties . 

?) /!&r.EuQ oJ J,t~ejtD f tho ~occnd. Goesion of the Sub· Com;Ussion 
(document E7CJl. ~1'3 :Par agraph 15).. 
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"B. 
"THE PREVENTION OF DISCRIMI NATIO:tf AND THE PROTECTI ON 

OF MINORITIES 

"The Economic and Social Council 

A. ~quests the Sec1etary-Gener al: 

(1) To organize studies and pro~are analyses designed to assist 

the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and t4~ 

Protection of Minor ities in determining the main types of 

discrimination which impede the equal enjoyment by all of 

human r ights and funcl8llll:)ntal freed.oms and the caus~s of such 

discrimination, the restuts of such studies and analyses t o t . 

made available to mer~.'tera of the Sub-Comm:tss:!.on; 

(11) To keep in mind, i n comw.tion with any studies he ooy make 11>. 

the fields of t he preventi on of discrimination and the 

protection of minorities, the desir abi l ity of f ormulating 

eff ective educe.tional programmes in these fiel ds and to repo~''· 

eu~ findings that might assist the Sub-Cammission in making 

appropr iate r ecommende.ti ons to this end; 

B. Advise~ UNESCO of the inter est of the United Nations i n effective 

educati onal procra.nmes in the fields of the prevent ion of diecriminati~·~ 

and t~e protection of minorities, ~~d 

(i) Requnsts UNESCO to make available t o t he Sub-Camroiaei on any 

r el evant material or analyses that might r esult fr om that 

organizati on's proposed study of social t ens i ons or f r am any 

other UNESCO progracme; 

(ii) S~SB@sts coll aboration between the United Nations and UNESCO 

in t he formulat i on of such a prograDlllle; 

(iii) SUp.gest s that UNESCO consider the desirability of initiating 

and recommending the general adopti on of a programme of 

disseminating scientific f acts designed to remove what i s 

commonly known a s racial pre judice; and 

(iv) Invites UNESCO to consider the creation of a committee of 

world l eader s i n educat ional. theory and practice, vhich slloulc 

make it its business to study and select the most common and 
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basic princ·iples of a democratic and universal education in . 

order to combat any spirit of intolerance or hosti lity as 

bet'\-reen natit>ns and groups. 

c. 
MINORITIES TREATIES 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

"!_akin13 note of chapter .VIII, ~ragraph 3r{ 1 of the r eport of the 

COliiillis~ion on Hluuan Etghts • .Y . 
"geq,uest!!, the Secretary-General to study the question whether and to 

what extent the treaties and declarations relating to international 

obligati ons ur1derteken to c~at discrirndnatian and tc protect minorities, 

the texto of which are contained .in League of Nations document CL.ll0.1927·1 

Annex:, should be r egarded as be ins still in f orce, t:~.t l east in so far as the;Y 

~rould entail betw-een contractflle States right.s and obligations the existence 

r.<! which V U!.L.d be independent :>f tbeir guarantee by the League of !lations; 

and to repcr't on the results of this study to a later session of the 

Commission on Human Rights with recol111llendat1ons, if required, fer any furthei 

action to elucidate this question." 

j . This study does not deal. with discrimination purely on gro1.mds of sex, the 

Economic and Social Co\Ulc1l having reaffirmed in Resolution 48 (IV) that: ••• i t 

is the flmdamental :purpose of the Commission [On the Status of Home::.? to develop 

proposals for ?roruoting equal. rights for women and eliminat~ discrimination on 

grounds of se;c in the legal, political, economic 1 social and educational fields." 

4. The rcpl?rts made to the Economic and Social Council by the Corlllllission on the 

Status of 1ioraen ax·e available as documents E/281/Rev .1, E/615 and E/1316. It may 

be added tr~t in addition to the resolutions of the Co~uocil establishing the 

Comciaaicn on the Status of Wcmen, Resolutio~ 48 (IV), 76 (V), 120 (VI), 121 (VI) 
154 (VII), 196 (\~II) and ~42 (IX) of the Ec~namic and Social Council relate to 

questions of diacrimine.tion on grounds of sax. Reoolutions 121 (VI) end 15l1- (\~I) 

F and G of the Economic and Social Co\Ulcil, however, relate also to discrimination 

againa.t certain categories of women on grounds of nationality, race, language or 

religion. 

. ·-·· ..... --·- - ··--------~..:........,. 

See Official Records of the Economic end Social Co\Ulci1,. Third Year, Sixth 
Oeeeien, Ou;pp;l:eme:a:t=Ntr.-· -i";- :~"'16-'~-ii';- ~"~'--"~"-~ ·· ,~-,= -, ,. ~H- ,~=_,=,,-,,-=- = ========= 

-~. Resolution 121 
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5. · Resoltltion 121 (VI), on the Principle of Equal Pey for Equal Work for Hen 

and 1-lomen \.Jorkers which was adopte_d at _the· sixt~ session of the Council, reads: 

"The Economic and Social. Council; 

''RaYir-:a consider~ the q\leetion of. the applicatiOl1. of the principle of 

equal pay f or equal work. for men. ~ women wo~k~rs placed on its agenda at 

the req_uest of tho World. l.-ederati_on- of Trade Uri.iona, and the memorandum 

submitted on the aubject by the Federation, ' . .. . 

"H~':,in:3 c~sicler::;.9; the recommendation on equal pay adopted by the 

. Comm:tssion on .. the Sta-G1.ts of Homen, 

"B£?!1..:!:~~ the :prin~iple of O<rlB-l r~.ghts of men end women ia.id dmm in 

the Pr eam':.J e of the Unitbd Nations C!lCi.rter and approves the p:::inciple. of 

equaJ. re:rrr:x:1e1'ation for work of equal value for men and women workers; 

"Call~ upon the States .Meml>ers of the United Nations to implement the 

latter principle in every way, ir~espective of nationality, race, language 

end relig~ on; 

~~~~§.~ to transmit the memo:r·andum of the World Federation of Tracle 

Unions to tne Internatianal Labour Orgru1isation, inviting the latter to 

:proceed aa rapidly as possible with the :further· consideration of this aubjec·L 

iiiid to ~iO-:tha 'ctiuncii .. on~ th~ ·action which it l:ia.s -taken; - .. ...... =:·~~~~-----

. "Further re!'olves to transmit the memol'andum of the World Federation of 

:!::.::!e-t~~~~ _to· th'e'·e-onmuS"S!cn ·en· -;:1.1.~.- ~t.~~i¥3 or, w,o~~:.f:.9r .. i.t~ .:~.QilBI.aemiOn.-- _-
·,::: ·.~ ~.·:.c: .. ::.::~~~·: .:-::~~=~~-=:.._-==== 



E/CN .!t/Sub. 2/fA 
Page 5 

of wroi!'.en ia concerned, due either to the l ack cf l egisla t ion gua:.•ent eeing th: 

richt cf women to education or to the f a.Hure t o appl y such l egiolaticn; 

"BeQ~a~ the States Members of the United Nations t o grant 'Wom~n e q_ual 

educational rights with men and to ensure that they are affor ded cem~ine 

educatio!lal op:portuni tie s , irrespective cf nati onality, r ace or r e l i.gi ::m; 

"Fur".:.~!el· J?}l.[!.IJOSts t hat '('ll'fESCO iuclu:'l e :f.n its ann.ual r e port s i nfo:cmaticn 

on its progr ess e..u.·'l ~::.u..~a f or imp:·oYi!:g educe.t i one.l o :;_:.:portu.~ities for ,.,omen, 

and that UNC:SCO upcn request be re~ t o mJ.ke 81l ,3._~e stious f or progr8Ill:OOs for 

the education of a d.ults in the var:~ouo cc,mt::-tca vh,3l'e such :p::.'c$-'~arn:ne s ,.,ould 

help to solve the problem .o:£' illit.(':t.'a:.:y 7 .:: .. n .".. f~:t' ot~w:r cclucat~.ona.l !)I· CGI'amme~· 

havine in rr.::nd, when elaborating eve:7y et~. :; • ..;.e_tl<>l~<ll :p::r~· C($XBm."lle , t:mt the widest 

publicity of t he pol1t1cr.l , soci al e..·yJ. t:: :L-r:L~ r ~. ()lts of wcmen and. of the 

hi et o::-ical evolution and practical racult of t.:•e se m£.ttc rs is a question of 

vital imJ)crta."lce, in order to teacr.. the r.r .;,z~iple of equalit y of tho sexes. 

"G. 

"The E~!':E..~~~inl CwnQ11, 

"Rec c-:;;.dzin.s that l'estrict ions wi th r~gard t o the e qualit y of rights of 

men and. '1-Ton;en constitute an infringement of the fu>:J.a.mental r :!.ghts of t he 

hUlllan :Ferson and aro incompatible with ·the obligations assume cl by the States 

Members of the United Nations vnder the t erms of the United Na tio.ns Charter, 

"Not i:;1g t hat there exist, in a certain UUJ;lber of count rie s, 

d.iscrimint~.tox·y practices with regard. to t he ec vno:nic and socie.l condition of 

women, which are not compatible with t he di@ity of woman and which ILBke it 

more difficult for her tc partici~ato in the e conomic l i f e of such countries, 

"InYitc s the States Members of the United. Nations t o edcpt t he necesaars 

measures so that ; 

"(a) l·lhatever t heir nati onality, their race, their language or their 

religion, women shall benefit by t !1e same right s as men in re.;:;ard to 

emplo~~nt and. remuneration ther ef or, as provide d for in r esolution 121 

(VI), leis \lro 1 social ins·~U"ance and professional training and that 

"(b) in eacil country ther e ohould be leeal safe guards f or the rights 

of mothers alld chi:.i.d.ren; 

"p:raws attep.ti~ to divergencies in vru:·ious local sys tems in t hi s field, 

ect!le of them restricting the r ight of m.a.rr'led women to act aa sunrdia.ne, t.o 

/control 
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control propert y and earnings, and to undertake inde-pendent business ven.tureo, 

a...'1d to engage in various other activities." 

7. At its eighth S(!ss,ipn ·the CQuncil adopted Resolution 214 (vrii), on Reports 

of the Co\.mcil NGO (Non-Governmental Organizations) Comnittee, ~~hich reads in. part 

":e. 
CONSULTATION WITRTBE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

"The EC.E!!,~C ancl §E.£~ Couneg, 
"Takes nc:te of t~e Repo:rt of the CouneU NGO COllllll:ittee prepared in 

r esponse to _Council r~solutian 133 (VI) R of ll March 1948 reg:arding 

c ommu....,_ications fr:IGl the lvorld Jewish Congress; 

·"Es:.:t£ ·that the unsettled conditions .in :Palestine may have af'fected the 

obaerven~e of ftmdamental human r i gr.ts in Palestine . and some other a.Teas; 

"!!2SP.~£~~~.1!:~ that Governments and authorities concexne~ will not 

cease to exert whatever efforts 8.l'e l:lL".OOe&ary to safeguard the ftU;ldamental 

human risl::~s of individu.cla and g::-ou;pe of different faiths." 

8. The Economic: aml Socia.l Council at its ninth session adopted. Resolution 222 

(IX) A, entitle d. · "Expanded P:cogramme _of Teclmical Assistance for Econ"miC 

Development of Und.er · Devel oiJed Cc.mntries" 1 l;'elating to., inter alia, the setting UI - ' 

of a Technical Assistance Board (TAB) and of a standing Technical Assistance · 

Committee of the Council (TAC). In raragraph 7 of this resolution, . the Economic 

end. Social Cc\mcil "req,u?ats that the TAB and the TAC 1 in carrying out their t ermG 

of refe rence 1 be guided by the "Observations on and guiding IJrinci?lee of an 

expanclc cl progra-rmne of teclmicv.l assistance for economic d.evelopment'' (Almex I) anrl 

tak~ into account the records of the debate on the expanded programme_which 

"9.CGur~ed during-the ninth session of the Counc;l.l." · 

The Annex referred to includes the following pass~s: 
'.'The Col_m_cil recOliiii!D:p.ds the following principles to serve as gu.1des to 

-the United Nations and specialized agencies . par.ticipatme 1n the expanded 

progr:amme of tecl:m1ca1 assistance, hereinafter called the ''participa.tiilg · 

organizations": 

/GENERAL 
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The r:artic:!.:pating organiza tions sh:>uld , in extanding techn::.cal assistanc 

for economic dcNe1o:pl!lent of und.e~ ·developed count ries; 

.................... 
3. Avoid distinct ions a l 'iaing from the political structure of the 

country r equest i ng assistance 1 cr from the race Ol" re ligi ull of i tG 

pop-Illation. 

" .................... 
9· The observations and (!.'Ui ding p1·inc i ples r ef e rxcd to in t he paraGJ.·aph a"bov 

and the a:r.ran geiilen t s made by the Cm.mc:!.l for th.:.: aJ.minist r at i on :;.f t l1o t c c.l:mic 

aosiata.nce prce;r:l."'!:!lle 1 wer e approved by t he Goneral Assembly at 1 t n :=!!~2nd plena: 

meeting on 16 l\oYemller 1949 (documents A/ 110?.. , A/1103 , A/1104, and A/1105) . 

-·-·-




