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TVIRODUCTION
le * Atite.second sesslon tie Sub~Commission on Prevemtion of Discrimination
and I:rot_eétion of Minorities rejuested the Secretary-Genoral, inter alila, “to-
furnish th'e meﬁlbexs of i;he Sub~Commission with relevent data on the activitiés
of ail’ orfvans of the United Nations and its epecialized agencies in the field
of the prevention of discrimination and tha protection of minoritics , &8s and
vhen it becomes availaple."
2, This memorendum contains relovant data on the activities of the General
Asgerbly, the Economic 'and Social Council and the Trueteeehip Council in the
field of the prevention of discrimination end the protection of mizieritiv4 ‘
the, course of 1950, (The Genoral Asseubly held ite fifth session from 19 . N
Sei)‘bember - 15 Decem‘ber 1950; the Econumic and Social Councill held ite. ;benthﬂ ~
session from 7 February to 6 lMerc h, end.1te ecleventh seesion from 3 J‘aly to
16 August 1950; the Truetcesnip Council held 1ts sixth seseion i‘rom 19 Janusry
‘oe 1’. April, and $tg seventh gegpion from L June to 21 July l950 )

PART It 'GENFRAL ASSEMBLY -

Ay . Libye
- Sa ' By resolution 289 A (IV) the Genoral Assembly esteblished a Unitei Nations
Commission for Iibya which was to be asgisted end adviped by & Council

.51'15'857: ’ Jeonoisting cf
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goaelnting of ten members among whom there should bs "one representative of
tho reople c¢f each of the three reglons of Libye end one remesentative of ‘the
nincsities i1 Libya.”

“e  Acvording to the :f‘i*st Annual Repor‘b of the United Nations Cmissioner

in Libya, the problem of the ethnic minorities in Libya (Italian, Jewish,
laltose end Groesk) was "diffioult and complex."' It was suggested that "it
would be easler to find a solution if the problem were removed from its
political context." It was further suggested that there should be nago’biﬁions »
under the auspices of the Commigsioner, between "a dolegation of the minorities
and & camittee appolnted by the Naticnal Aszexmbly fur the purpose -of achleving
egreement on the clauses to be inserted in th: Congiltution for the safeguarding
of the righte and interests of the minoritles in Libya." (See A/1340,
reragraphs 253-256 and Annexes IXVI end XXVII.)

50 - After censldoering this Report, the General Assembly adopted resolntion 387
(V) ’ nhich inter alia, expressed confidence that tho United Neticns Commissioner
in Livya, atded and gmdéd by the advice of the members of the Council for Livye,
would take the necessary steps 0 discharge his funotions toward the achievament
of the irld.ependence and unity of Libyae. Furthermore, by resolution 388 (V)

the General Aséémbly decided that "the propertj, righte and interests of K
Itailan naticpals, inclt.ding Ttalian Juridilcal persons, in Libya, shall,
Irovided they have been lawfully acquired, be respeoted. They shell not be
treated less fa.vourably than the roperty, rights and interests of other

fovei an nationals s including foreign juridical personsg,”

Bs  Eritrea

6> -In accordance with .resolution 289 C (TV) of tne Genere.l Assembly, &
Commission for Eritrea ves, established Lo ererine the disposition of the '
questicn of Eritrea. The Comnission was t.) asce.fta.in all the relevant facts ’
including written or cral inf ormation from thr., r esent Administering Powa' y
from reopresentatives of the population of the territory, including minorities,
from Govermments and from such orgarnizations and individuals as it might deem
necessary, In. particular; the Coumission should take into account the wiahes
and welfare of the :thabite.nts of Eritrea, inoluding the viems of the variov.s
-soclal, religlous end political groups of the provinces of the terri'bory and

/the capacity
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the capacity of the people for self=governmente

Te Upén arrival in Eritrea, the Commission issucd & notice, meking known these
instructions. It heard the views of many representatives of politicel perties
end etlnic and religlous groups and reported to the General Assenbly that
robably an cver=all majority of the Eritrean population favoured rcunion with
Ethiopla (A/1289, paragraphs 155«162). '

8, After considering the Report, the General Assembly, by resoluticn 350 (V),
recommended, inter alias, that “"Eritree shall constitute an autcnamous unit
foderated with Ethiopla under the sovereigaty of the Fthiopien Crown," apd
that "the Federal Government, as well as Eritrea, shall ensure to residents in
Eritrea, without distinction of mationality, race, sex, lenguage or religion,
the enjoyment of humen rights and fundemental libertiesa"

Ce Treatment of people of Indien origin in the Union of South Africa

9« At its fifth session the General Assembly adopted resclution 395 (V), on
the treatment of people of Indlan origin in South Agrica. In this resolution
the General Assembly, "considering that a policy of 'racial segrogaticn!
(Apertheid) is necessarily based on doctrines of racial discrimination,"
recammended, inter alia, that the Governments of Imiila, Fakistan and the Union
of South Africa proceed, in accordance with resolution 265 (III), with the
holding of a round table conference, "bearing in mind the provisions of the
Charter of the United Natione and of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rightg;"
and celled upon the Union of South Africa to refrain from the implementation or
enforcement of the provisions of "Tho Group Areas Act" (A/AC.38/Le34%) pending
the conclusion of such negotiaticns, |

De Palestine. Repatriation or resettlement of Palestine refugees.

10s The General Assembly, after considering the Progress Report of the United
Nations Coumission foxr Palestine (A/1367), adopted resoclution 394 (V) which
called "the Govermnments concerncd to undertake measures to ensure that refugees,
whether repatriated or remettled, will be treated without any discrimination
elther in lB.w or in fact."

E. Relief and rehapllitetion of Koxrea
1l. By resolution %10 (V) the General Assembly ostablished & United Nationg
Kdree.n Recanstruc‘bion Agency. Paragreph 16 (7 ) of the rescluticn stated that
"necesea.ry me&suree sha.ll be teken to ensure that dietribution shall be 80

' /conducted that
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conducted that all classeu of tae population shall lereive their equltable -
shar<s of essentlal conmodities w1thout dlscrimlnatuon as to race, creed ot

political bel*ef "

F.ortInforuation relating to prevention of discrimivation and.
protection of minoritled in Non-uelf430vern1ngfTerrltorles ’

lL. The.. Spec*al Cormlttee on Info“mation Transmi tted under P?ttbie T3e
submltted a opecial Report on. educatlnu, vhich contained the following
recammendatlbns (A/l30j/Add 1, para, 50):

, "(a) In the field of education na principle 18 more important
than that of equality of opportunity for all raclal, religious and
-ciltival. groups of the population,

"(b) Respect should be pald to the wishes of any group desiring
to establish particular educational facilities for 1ts members, but
this .shoild .be subject to the overriding consideration thaet the general

_welfars, of the whole' comiunity is mot thereby prejudiced and that. thé.
practlcal operdtlon of any system of dlfferentiation does not lead to.
“dgerimination against. any grovp.

'*“( ) “While the procrammes and organlzation of diffevent types of
schbpls may properly be desisned {o meet the needs. of differcnt groups
of pupils 1t should be accepted as a general prinrxple that no school”

”should eXrlwde pupils on grounds of race, religlom, or eoclal status.

B "1&) lefeventiation in echool facilitles and progrommes should
Hunt nllitate againat the development of mutual sympathy and-a feeling.
nQf common cltizenship among the inhabitants of a territory,.

A m(e) Where separate systems. extst, each group in the community should
be.glven a falr share of theapnblicpfuan.used for educatipnal purposes,”

By resvlution 445 (V) the General Assembly approved this Report,

G. Information’ onnhumag;giahts in Non-belf-GovernLng TerrLtorles._

13, e General Assenbly; "hoting the .provision contained in article 2 of the .
Universal Declaratlon of Human‘RLghtsAtbatinowdistincttongshall_be made onnthei
“bestd -of the'political{ Jurisdictionsl or lnternational statwa of the country, .
or terrltory to vhich o pergonibelongs, whethey Lt-be.lmndependent, Trust, Non-.

Belf-Governing or under any other limitation of soverelsniy,":invited by
resnlution 446 (V) the Members responsible for the administration of Non-uelf-

Governing Territories to transmtt a summary of the extent to which the
Universel Declaration of Human Rlphts 18 Lmvlemented 1n Non-oelf-uoverning
Territories, and zenuosted the bpecial ”ommlttee to meke recommendations '

relating to the application in Non-Self-uovernlng Territorlns of the principles
/contained in
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conteined in the Unlversal Declaration of Human Rights,

H. Fowmutlation of the Nilrnberg principles .

1%, 1In pursuance of General Assembly resolution 177 (II), the Internaticnal law
Comnigsion formulated the principles of international law recognlzed In the
Charter of the Nirnberg Tribunal end in the Judgments of the Tribunal, ’
Paragrapn C of Principle VI oonsiders the following as crimes against humanity:
"Murder, extexmiration, enslavement deportation and other inhuran acts done

- agalnest any clvilian population, or persecutions on political raoial or religious
grounds, when such acts are done or such persecutions are carried on in executlion
of or in comexion with any cvime egainst voece or any wer orime," ‘Aocording

to Principle VII, compiicity in the comuission of a grime.acAinst humanity is

also a crime under lnternainnnal lag, Tis Jesurel Lucoelyl by resolution 488 (V),
in#ited the Governments of Moroer States w. toks obsoryatinis on the pfinciples.

I. Intefnational criminal jnuied-:iion

15, In pursuance of resolution 260 5 (IXT) of the GﬁuJﬂal Assemhiy, the

International Law Commission decidc? that the establisiinent of an international

Judiclal orgen for the trial of perscns charged with genociie or ciher crimes’

over which jurisdlctlon will be-conlerred upon that organ by international
convention 1s deslrable; and that the establishment of the abovelmentionod
internctional Judiciel orgen is possible (A/1316, pars.lh0}, Sibisgucntly the General
Assembly, by reaolution 485 (V), establlshed a commlttve composed of seventeen
Membexr Statesvto meet In Geneva. on 1 August 1951 for the pu:pose of preparing

one or more preliminary draft conventions and proposels relating to the '
establishment and the statute of an international criminal court,

PART IT: ECONOMIC AND SOCTIAL COUNCLL -

A, lNatlonality of marvied women

16, Upon the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of Wemen (E/l?le,
para, 37), the Economlc and Social Council adopted resglution 304 D (X1), which’
requested the Internmatlonal Law Commission to undertake the drafting of a

convention in which the following pringiples might be embodled:
"{1) There shall bo no distinction based on sex as regards natiomality, -
in legislation or in practice; SR -
“(11) Nelther marriage nor its dissolution shall affect the nationality of
/elther spouse,
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elther spouse., Nothinz in such a conventLon shall preolude the
pa rties to 1t from makinp provision for the voluntary naturalization of

allens marricd to thelr nationals.
Be Application of penal law
17. The Zconomlc and Social Councll adopted resolution 304 E (XI) inviting the

Scclal Cormission "to bear in mind, in its study of problems concernirg the

prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, the concern of the Gopmisﬂion
cn the Status of Women that there should be no discrimlnation. against women in -
penal law and 1ts application,”

.C, Educational'opportunities for vomen

18. Upon the ‘recommendation of the Commisslion on the Status of Women (E/1712,
paragraph 70), the Economic and Social Council adopted resolution 304 G (XI),

which requested the Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations and the Director-

General of UNFSCO, lnter elia, "to promote, throughout the world, opinion in

favour of equal opportunitics of access to educatlion for. both sexes,".

D, Asgistance to indizenoug allens
19, The Economlc and Soclal Council adopted, after considering the report of
the Soclal Commission (E/1678), resolution 309 B (XI) which recommended to

Member Governments that "they consider according to indigent allens the seme

necasures of soclel assistance as those accorded to thelr nationals, and refrain
fron removing them from their territorles for the sole reason of lndigency.

20, Resolutions 303 F end G (XI) of the Economic and Social Councll, ‘vhich ‘Were
based upon recommendations of the second and third sessions of the Sub~Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protectlion of Minorlties, are dealt with in
document E/CI.L/Sub.2/124,

PART ITI: THE TRUSTEECHIP COUNCIL

A, DPolitlcal, econonmic, social and educatlonal advencement

21, After considering resolution 320 (IV) of the General Assembly concerning
politigal advancement in Trust: Territorles, resolution 221 (IV) concerning
retitlons and visiting missions, resolution 322"(1V)'concern1ng econdmic )
advencement, ‘resoluticn 323 (IV) concerning soclal adVancemént, and’ resclution

324(IV})  concerning educational advencement, the Trusteeship Councll adopted

/resolution
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resolution 127 (VI) which, lnter alia, recommended to Administering Authorities
the abolitlon of corporal punishment end whipping in all Trust Territories where
chey atlll exist and the lnitlation of a programme to this effect as soon es
posaible; and urmed all Administering Authorities to take the necessary measures
to ensure that no discriminatory laws or practices contrary to the prinéiples
of the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreements shall exist in any Trust Territory.

B, 4nnuel Reports on Trust Territories

2, At 1ts sixth session the Trusteeship Council considered the Annuel Reports
on Tanganylike, Ruanda-Urundl, Cemeroons under British administration, Cemeroonus
under‘Freﬁch administration, Togoland under British adninistration and Togoland
under Fronch admlnistration, At its seventh session the Councll considered the
Annual Reports. on Western Samoa, New Guinea, Nauru and Trust Territory of the
. Pacific Islands, After consldering these reports the Council made a number of
"sonclielons and recommeudatlons" relating to the abolitlon of dilscriminatory lavs
?ndtpractites (see Official Records of the Fifth Session of thé Géneral Assembly,
Supplement No, k4, A/1305), ‘
C, ggt£§lons
23, The Trusteeeuip Councxl at its sixth and Seventh sesslons in 1950 examlned
a numbeg of petitlons concerning Trust Territorieu, some of which contalned
~l]egat{ons;that racial‘discrimination 8t11l existed. After examlning these
ctiticns in consultation with the Administering Authorities, the Councll adopted
several resolutions: ) |
In resclution 159 (VI) the Council expressed the hope that in
dealing with aiffecent tribal groups the British Authority in Cameroons
wduld continue 1ts pollcy of equal troatment., C
‘ ~In resolution 201 (VI) the Council urged the French Authority In
Camero:ns to coutlnue its cfforts to eliminate all forms of racial
discrimtnatinn in the Territory. o
 In yesolution 220 (VI) the Council notod the assurance of the French
Autherity in Cameroons thet all vestimes of racial discrimination had been
eliminate@ and hopsd that future reports would give an account of the
effecttve 1mplemcntation of this volicy.
By resolution 258 (VII) the Councll expressed the hope that the
Adminlstering Authority in Britiuh logoland would continue 1ts policy of

/religious
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rellglous tolerance in education, ih particular in arcas where schools of
different denominations existod stde by slde, : |
By resolution 277 (VII) ths Council noted- the assurance of the
Administcring Authorlty that all vestiges of racial discrlminatien had
been ellminated and hoped that future reports would glve an account of
the effective implementation of this pollcy. f

D¢ Trusteeshlp Aareement for Somallland
24, 1In accordance with resolutlon 283 (IV) of the Genorel Assembly, the
Trusteeship Oouncil on 27 January 1930 adopted a draft Trusteeshlp Agreement and
a Declaration of Constltutional Principles for the former Italian Colony of
Somaliland (Official Records of the Fifth Session of the General Assembly,
Supplement No. 10, Af1294), The GenerelAAesembly, by resoiutign k2 (V), approved
this Agresment, In Article 20 of the Agreement, the Administering Authorlty
undertakes to "guarantee to the inhabltapnts of the Territory complebe freedom of
speech, of the press, of assembly and of petition, without distinotion a8 to
race, sex, language, pollticel oplnien or relliglom, subject: only to, the
requirements of public order.," Article 8 of the Decleration of Conetitutional
Principles stipulates that "the Adminlstering Authority, in accordance with' the
principles laid down in 1ts own Conetitution and legislation, shall guarantee
to all inhabitants of the Territory human rights and fundemental freedoms and
Tull equallty before the law without distinection as to race, sex, language,
bolttical opinion or religion,”
E. Palestine: GQuestlon of an international regime for the Jegggalem

arez and the protection of the Holy Places
25, At 1ts fourth session the Gemeral Assembly by resolution 303 (IV) requested
the Trusteeship Council to complete the preparation of, to adopt and to implement
the Statute for Jerusalem, At its sixth session, on 4 April 1350, the Counoil
adopted the Statute (T/592). Many of the articles of this draft instrument deal
with the gwsstlon of prevention of Glsgrimination and protection of minorities,
Among the important provisions are the followings Article 9 stipulates that "all
persons are entltled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Statute,
without distinction of any kind, suoli as race, colour, 8ex, language; religion,
politicael or other opinion, national:or gocial erigin, property, hirth or .other
status"; that "all persons are equel before the law and ere entitled without any

/diacriminatiou to
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discrimination to equal protection of the law"; that "the leglslation of the Clty
shall nelther place nor recognlze any restriction upon the free use by any person
of any language in private intercourse, in rellsious matters, in commerce, in

the preses or in publications of any kind, or at public meetings"; and that "the
femily law and personal status of all persons and communlties and thelr religlous
intevests, including endowments, shall be respected." Article 22 provides for a
proportional representation system so that all communitles may be represented 1n
the Legislative Council, Article 32 provides that the City shall maintain a
gystem of education on an eqgultable basis for all communlties in thelr respective

languages and in accordance with thelr respective cultural traditions,





