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 llJ~RODUCTIOU 

1. ::·.At its ~econd session tl.e sub-Co:mm:Lssion on Prevention of Diecr:i:minatj.on 
' . 

and ITotection of Minorities rerJ;uested the Secrotary...Q.(moral:, inter ali~, trto-

furnish the m~mber·e of ,the Sub ... C.oillillissio~ with relevant data on the activities 

of: a'fl ·ore,ans of the United Nations and its specialized agencies ir~ the field .. ' . 
of the prevention of dispri.mination and tho protection of minorities,. as and 

when it becomes available." 

2. This memorandum cox~ains relevant data on the activities of the G.ener~l 

.A.ssercbly, the Economic ·and social Council and the Trusteeship Counqil in the 

fiEJld of the prevention of discrimination and the p:otoctiori of' minorities ,~n 

the, course o:t .1'950o (The G•moral Assemb:j..y held ita fifth session from 19 . - . ~ 
September~ 15 December 1950; the Economic and Social Council held its.tenth 

se~aiqn from 7 February to 6 l~.rch, and .ita eleventh session from 3 July to 

J.6 A~~ust -1950; the Trust0eslrl:P Co-unci_l tteld 'ita -sixth session from 19 Januar;:J.: 

:tCk ~ April, aud it~ sev~nth ~~SJ.!iOn fr0¥1 l; JtUW to 21 Jiii'y~-1950·.)

P.Al:1T I': . GEI\1Jl:RAL ASSEMBLY • 

~ lli~ 

S• BY resol:Ution 2,89 A (IV) '},he General Assembly established a Unitei Nations 

COI!llllission for. Libya which was to be .as~?isted and advised by a Council 

/conoiating cf 
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r::o~le.1;JtL"1G of te.n members among whom there should b9 "one re:presentative of · 

tho :r;eople c:f each of the three regions of Libya and one representative of tlil.e 

1~~ J~,:r;o:cd:J.ng to the fi.rst Annual Report of the United Nations Cammieaione:t: 

in Ltbya, the problem of the ethnic minorities i:l Libya (Italian, Jewish1 

ll:!i.ltose una. Gro0k) was 11 di:f:t'ioult and complex." It was suggested that ~'it : 

would be eaoier to find a solution if the ]roblem were removed from its 

political contoxta" It was further suggested that there should be negotiations, 

U."1der t!le auspices of the Cozmnj.sa!o:lOr, between "a delegation of the mihorities 

and a ccmmdttee a_ppointed by the l~ational Assembly fu--r the _pu.rpoae .of achieving 

agreement on the clauses to be inserted in th~ 8o.ns:::t-tution for the safesuarding 

of the rights and interests of the minorities in L:i.by~o~' (See A/13401 

:r;a:rag:ra);lha 253 ... 256 and Annexes XXVI fl~.~.d Y.JCVIL) 

~ ... After .considO:J71ng this Report, the Groeral Assembly adopted rcaol,ltion 387 

(V) 1 1;-hich1 .!:U~ ~~1.':1 e.x.:;?Xessed confidence that. the Uni·iicd Nations C.ammiesioneJ 

in Libya1 1:3-!ded and. gu~.ded. by the advice of the members of the Cti't.lilcil for Libya> 

would take the necessary ete~s to discharge his ~~otione toWard the achievement 

of the independence and unity of Libyao Furthermore, by resolUtion 388 · (V) 

the General Assembiy decided that "the property, rights and iiltereets of , 

Italian nationals.,. including Italian juridical poraonsi in Libya, shall1 

;iTOVid,ed they have been law.f'uliy acquired, be reslJeotod. They shall not be 

t~ea.ted le:ss favo:urably than the :property, rights and ir~tereats of other 

fo:t<e.,gn nationa~s1 including foreign juridical pere~ns." 

B~ £itr.~ 

6, In acco;rdance -with .resolution 2b9 c (IV) of the. General :Assembly 1 

C~ssion for Eritrea vT~s. established tc e~dru.i:w the disposition of the 
'• ', ' . 

question of Eritrea.. The CQlll!rlission vas to aoce:rtain all the relevant facts, 
' I ' ' •, ;· • J\ · .• ;J ·' 

inclucling written or oral i:rf'ormation from the present Administering Power 1 

from re~resentatives of the population of !;he tQJ.·ritory, including minorities, 

from Governments and from such organizations and individuals as it might deem 

lleceesary. In :r;articular 1 . the .COillilli.ssion should take into account the wishes 
• • 

0 

: ', • , 
0 

~ 0 

1 • • I ' • ' ~ 

and. 'Welfare of the ;i.n.'labita.nte of. Eritr~, includi;lg the views of tlle various 
' I ', ' ' ' o t 

. social, religious and ~olitical grou~s of the provinces. of the territory and 

/the ca:pacity 
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7. Upcin arrival in Eritrea, the Conmi.ission issued a notice, making known these 

instructions. It heard the views of many representatives of political parties 

and etlmic and religious groups and reported to the General Assembly that 

probably an over-all maJority of the Eritrean popul.ation favoured re'Ullion with 

Ethiopia (A./J2.89, paragraphs 155•162). 

8. After considering the Report, the General Assembly 1 by resolution 390 (V) 1 

recommended, inter alia, that "Eritrea shall constitute an autonomous unit 

federated with Ethiopia under the sovereignty of the Ethiopian Crown," and 

that "the Federal Government, as well as Eritrea, shall ensure to residents 1n 

Eritrea, without distinction of nationality, race1 sex1 language or religion, 

the enJoyment of human rights and :fundamental liberties.," 

c. T;t'eatmen~ •• of J220;ple of Indl,.an-~rigin in the Union of South Af:rica 

9• At its fifth session the General Aesemb~ adopted resolution 395 (V), on 

the treatment of people of Indian origin in south Africa. In this resolution 

the General Assembly 1 "considering tbat a policy of 1racial eosrogat1c.u1 

GA.ltartheid) is necessari~- based on doctrines of racial d1scr1mination1 " 

recozrmended1 inter alia, tl:J.at the Governments of lniia.1 :Fakistan and the Union 

of South Africa :proceed, in accordance with resolution 26.5 (III) 1 with the 

holding of a round table conference, "bearing in mind the provisions of tlle 

Charter of the United .Nations and of the Universal Declaration of HlllllWl Rights;'' 

and called upon the Union of South .Africa to refrain from the implementation or 

tmforcement of the provisions oi' "Tho Group Areas Act" (A/AC.38/L.34) pending 

the conclusion-of such negotiations. 

D. :Palestine. Rel!:tri~t:1on ... ~'t". 't"e!Jettl~~~!-2f .. ~es,:tip,e refueees. 

lOe The General Assembly 1 after considering the :Progress Report of the United 

Nations Commission fer :Pal.estine (A/1367) 1 adopted resolution 394 (V) which 

called "the Governments concerned to undertake measures to ensure that refugees, 

whether repatriated or resettled, will be treated without 8XJY discrimination 

either in law or in fact." 

E. Relief and re~pi~ta~ige of ¥Rfea 

ll. BY :resolution 410 (V) the General Assembly established a united Nations 

Korean_ Reconstruction Agency. Paragraph 16 (7) of the resolution stated that 

"necessary measures shall be taken to ensure that distribution shall be sci 

/conducted that 
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~.o.n(luded tha.t.•l!:l.t· claqses of .the 'pop•..tlatton shall receive the.tr equitable '· 

sl:a.rcs of eE:Isenttal \:onmodittes without discriminaU.on as toF¥'ade;· ·or.eed·'::dl" 
•• '·, ' • ~ ' . '/ ' !. 

polttical belief. 11 

• i:; 

F •. :i't!_:?:f2~~~l:'on i'§1lat~.D£.._to Erevent!.9n of d.tscr~,E:_t.l2I~c ..... 
,Et'Ot~:.b2n of mtnort ties tn Non:-3elf-Gov~nigr* Te:a:J.t:Jriel:l '· 

,,,... f'''o I 

12 •.. Tho Special Committee on Information Transmitted und.er'P.rUcle 73e ·· 
\ \ ,, / ·. . 

snbmi tt.ed. a ~3pectal Report on education, which contained the following· 

recomm~p4a.~i.Jns .(A/1303/Add.l, ~ara. 50): 
;,~ •• : t . 

, ~· ••... ;'(a) In the fteld of educa tton n.:> principle ts more important 
than:····t'hat .Jf equality of opportunity for all racial, religions and 

 cil·l.ti.u~tl groups ·Jf the pcpula t :.on. 
11 (b) Be:spect spould be paid to the wishes of any croup desiring

to establish particular educational facilities for tts members, but
thi.s .sholi.ld .be subject. to the overrldint; cQnsLderatton that the gener~l
Welfe:r·E;::.o('thE;) Whole 'c'ommuni.ty ts·'not thereby prejudiced and that. ttltl 
prac·ttd:~h operat'trjn of any system of differentiation does not:'lead to. 

· d'l!iabrtrlli nationc'1=tga,i ns t any croup. 

'~•••-'(b·) :\miile: the 'proc:rallJlhes and. organization o'f 'differflnt types of 
scrtOJ?ls l!lay:·.;prpperly be rlesir;ned to me.et the needs Qf differont groups 
of puptls, t.t shmlld. be o.ccepted as a general princi.ple that no school.' 
should e1t61.ud.e pupUs or~ g:::ound.s of race, religton, .. or soc tal statui? •. 

II (d) 1 
Diffe:>:'enttatton in ecllO'Jl facilities and pror,rtmunes should

''hot militate against the developm6nt of mutual sympathy and· a feeltng;.
.SI'f col!lDlon cttizenship a.m.onc the tnhauttants of a territor_y.: 
•''. '! ,·. -·. 

.. ._,: .. "(e) ~'here cepara+:.e sys.tems·e~~-mt, each group tn the conununtty should 
i:be. gl ve~n .a fair share of the. public .funds used for educa t tr:mal purposes •. "· 

' \ , . - . . \. ' .~.- ' . .  

'Dy resol'.ltion 41J.5 (V) the General Assembly approved this Report,, 

G. I!!f2!!!l.e:t.ion.: oiluri@:d; f.~~h ts· in Non-.Self-G'JVe!!,l.i!lB Terrttort~.

13'. -'-".Tfie deneral:>Assembly./ "noting the )..pr<DvisLon contutned I.n a:t:"ttcle 2 

Universdt ri~~claratton of Human Rtghts .that !l-O.odtsttnctton~.shall be made 

~f 

on 
tl!~ ~. 

~h~: 
·.baaH{ .. of fb:e :pbli tical·; :jurisdictional or international stat.u~.,o~ the count;-;y:, . 

or ter:rttory:to '7hLch a parsdn;lbeJ.ongs, 'Whethe:r it ·be_,tndepend,ent~ Trust~. ~'?n"!. 

Self-Governing or under any other ltmttatton of sovere,igr~:GY:,".: tnvtt~d b:(: 

l'esolntton .~.1~6 (V) the Members responsible for the administration of Non-Self• 
.· ·~.~: .• ~'"'"·, ..... · · · ... ·:·.·. . ·; .. ':_:·o::i 

r.ovct?:rntnc Terri tortes to tr~ns!)lt t a summary of the exten·t· ti) which tl:Hf'"'" '"' 
' • ' . - . •. • . _: •• :: : ' - • • . ~: t'.-. 

Un.tv;E?:rsal Declaration of H\l~'ln Rights ts t;t,P:J?l;~mented tn Non-Self·Governtng 
I ; ' "' ~ I 

'l'errL~ories, and ,req_iloated the Sp~c~al Cornm,1 ttee to ma\';:e recommend.attons 
• • • ' '"' • ' • •• ·-· ., v • ' '.. . ·,1 ' .: . ;. ,. ' ·. . :-~- j. 

re'l.~.Hng to ~he application in Non-Self-Governing Terri tortes of the prtnctples 

/contained tn 
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cont1?.ined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

H. Fol:p_~l~~-t?n of the NUrllb.e~r_incipl,ef} ~ 

14. In pursua~ce of General Assembly resolution 177 (II), the International law 

Corn;n.tss ton formula ted the principles of tnterna tional lm-1 recognized in the 

Charter of the Nurnberg Tribunal and in the judgments of the Tribunal. 

Parar,raph C of Prin'ciple VI considers the follo~·Ting as crimes against humani. ty: 

"Mur<ler, extermit:atton1 enslavement, deportation and other inhuman acts do~e 

against aey civilian population, or persecutions on political, racial or religious 

crounds, when such acts are done or such persecutions are carried on 1~,execution 

f 'h • i !- ' • II o or tn connexton wit any o:t1me El{Sa l"'..s., ~·Go.ce or mw war c:J.me. 

to Principle VII, comp~;J_c:.ty i~ the com':J;~··"''-~~~1 of e~ o::''J·te_Cli,.6.:L":lst humanity is 

also a crime under into:-:::t';··.•)'J>J.l. .L:1rr, rl';L:: :.:;al'c:l::~c::.J. J~:.:c"'.:'~}y·~. by resolution 488 (V), 

invited the Governm.en ts of :.-i):,\)61' S ';a. tes ··"'" :c" _.t,:r, n bs0 ,, ·,::. t :.. i'.l.S on the :Prine iplea. 

I. 

15. 

Inte.rnati6m1.. cri:.<.~nal .1n :·".1:!' -.-: :~.i,_~,.,_ ____ ..._.o-;........_ ____ .. "" ....... _._ .. "'"•• ~· ------ . ~ ..... -...-. ··-

In pursuance of resolu t ~on 26~1 .J (Ill:) of thEj Gern:.'al Aseem·.·;:J.::;r, the 

International Law Cornmi.asion docid.d:"- that the establi2~_t;Jlent .)f an international 

judicial orge.n for the trial of pH:n;o:J.s cha.r-ge0. ~ri th gonoc t<.e. or (~':.,ller crimes· 

over which jurisdiction will ,be·con:ferred upon that O::':gan hy lnte:~n:itional 
' -

convention ts desirable; end. that the establishment of the aiyJve·~mentioned 

tnterne,ttonal ~udicia.l organ is possibl-B (A/13161 pllra.l40j. f:lt.i::ri:;Jqu.entJ.y the General 

Assembly, by re~olutton 489 (V), established a commtttt::Je co:.1!:Joseo. of seventeen 

Hember States to meet in Geneva on 1 August 1951 for the p1~~-·p0se of preparing 

one or more preliminary draft conventions and proposals relating to the 

establishment and the statute of an international criminal court. 

PART II: E'CO:JOJv1IC AND SOC:I.AJ.J COUNCIL · 

A. Nattonali tl of ma:r~~~!!. 

16. Upon the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of 1-lomen (E/1712 1 

para. 37), the Economic and Social Council ad_bptecl. resQlll.tion 304 D (XI) 1 which· 

requested the Intern:1 tional Len; Commission to underta.ke the drafting of a 
'' 

convention in which the folloivine prinr;iples might be embodied: 

II {f) ThO:ti'EJ Shall bG nO. diS ti,nC tiOll baSed On S8X aS recardS ·n~tionalt ty I 

in legislation or in practice; , 

"(ii) Net ther marriage nor its diss.olution shall affect the nationality of 

/either spouse. 
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e :~ ther spouse. NothiDG tn such a: con:veritton shall preclUde the 
. . 

pnrttes to t t from maki~ prov,ision for the voluntarJ naturalization of 

altens ma.rrted to their nationo.ls." 

:Ll •. ~':l.T;;l ic~~~l2.!l-2L~£na_l lg._w 

17. The Economic E'..Ud Social Council adopted ;resolution 30~ E (XI) tnvi ting the 

Social Co:mmtssion "to bear in mtnd1 tn t ts study .of problems concernir.g the 

prevention of crime and the treatm,ont of offenders 1 the concern of the Co~taaton 

en the Status of, Women that there should be no discrtminatton-agalnst women in· 

penal law ani t ts application." 

· c. Ed'lica tt~nal 'opportunt ties for t:omen 

18. Upon tho roc orn:menda t ion of the Commtss ton on the Status of Women ( E/1712 1 

paragraph 70) 1 the Economic and Social Council adopted resolution 3o4 G (Jq:), 

which reg_uested the Secretary...Qeneral of the United nations and the Director• 

General of tn1F.SC0 1 inter alia, ~to promote, throughout the world, opinion in 

favour of ectual opportunt ties of access to education for both sexes.". 

D. Assistance to tndLjenous a;U.ens 

19. 'fue Economic and Social Council adopted, after constdc~ing the report jf

the Soc tal Commies i.on (E/1678), resolu tton 309 B (XI) which recommended to 

l-'Iember Govern..l'll.ents that "they consider according to indigent aliens the same 

uoasures of sociE'-1 assistance as those accorded to their nationals, and refrain 

from removing them from their terri tortes for the sole reason of indtgency.'i 

20. Resolutions '383 F and G (XI) of the Economic and Soc tal Council, vThtrih .;w~ere 
baaed upon recommendations of the second and third sessions of the Sub..Commtsston 

on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Hinortttes, are dealt wtth tn 

document E/cn .4/Sub.2/124. 

PART III: THE TRUS'L1i:Ji0HIP COUNCIL 

A. Pelt ttcel, econonic L sod.al and educational advcmce~ 

21. After eonsiderin~ resolution 320 (IV) of the General Assembly concerning 

poli tteal ad.vancement in Trust Terri tortes, resolu tton 321 (IV) concerning , . 

.i.'ett ttons and vis tt:Lne missions, resolution 322 (IV) concerning economic 

advancement_, ·resolution 323 (IV) conce:i:-nirJG s6cial advancement, and resolution 

32l~(IV) coneerning educational advancement, the Trusteeship Council adopted 

/resolu tton 



E/CN )l/Sub .2/128 
Page 7 

·~e.'Jolutton 127 (VI) which, ~ ~~ recoimllended to Administering Authorities 

tho a, bolt tion of corporal punishment end whipplng in all Trust Terri tortes where 

~hey st1ll exist and. the initiation of a programme to this effect as soon e.s 

::yJssible,; anl. urged all Administering Authorities to take the necessary measures 

to ensure that no discrtminatory laws or practices contrary to the principles 

of the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreements shall exist in any Trust Territory. 

B. ~~~]~or~E....'.rtl;l_s t Terri t2_~ 

·2. At tts sixth session the Trusteeship Council considered the Annual Reports 

on 'Ianganytlm1 Ruanda-Urundi 1 CamertJons under British administration, Cameroons 

nnder French administration, 'rogoland under British at:bltntstrat.ion and Togoland 

under French aJ.ministratton. At tts seventh session the Council considered the 

Annual Bepo1•ts on Western SamoaJ New Guinea, Nauru and '!'rust Terri tory of the 

.·Pacific Islands. Aftt:Jr considering these reports the Council made a number of 

"concJ.ustons and recommendations" relating to the abolition of discrtmina tory laws 

2nd practices (see Official Records of the Fifth Session of the General Assembly, 

Supplement No. 41 A/1306). 

C. Peti tt2_~ 

23. The ;Trusteeship Council at its sixth and seventh sessions in 1950 examined 

a ntlJilbez: of petitions concerning Trust Terri tortes 1 some of which contained 

<.llegations that racial discrimination still existed. After examining these 

petitlcns in consultation with the Administering Authorities, the Council adopted 

suveral resolutions: 

In rcsoJ.u.tton 159 (VI) the Council expressed the hope that in 

d.ealtng with 6.iffe::cnt trt bal ~roups the Bri. tish Authority in Cameroons 

would continue its :policy of equal treatment • 

. In rdstJlu tion 201 (VI) the Council ur.~ed the French Authority in 

Came:ro·::ms to continue its efforts to eliminate ull forms of racial 

rliscrimtnation in the Territory. 

In resolution 220 (VI) the Council notod the assurancG of the French 

Autho:rtt.y in Cameroons thgt 211 vesti.ces of racial discrimination had been 

oJ,iminn teet and hopod that future 

effective implementation of thts 
. . . 

By resolution 258 (VII) tho 

reports would givo an account of the 

policy. 

Council expressed the hope that the 
·' . 

Administering Authority in Bri ttsh Tocoland W01.tld continue its policy of 

/religious 
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rf'ltr;touJ tolerance in ed.uca tton,. th :pnrttcular tn a~eas where schools .of 

dtf'ferent denominations extstod. stde by stele, 

By resolution 277 (VII) tht=; Cou.nctl noted the assurance of 'the 

Administering Authority that all vestiges of ractai d{sc~tminatton had 

been eliminated and. hoped. tha_t future reports would. give an account of 

the effective implementation of thte policy. 

D. Trus tee~htp l\<jreement for Somal_!.~ 

21+. In accordance with resolution 289 (IY) of the General Assembly 1 the 

Trusteeship Council on 27 January 19;.0 adopted a draft Trusteeship Agreement and. 

a Declaration of Constt tuttonal Prtnctples for the former Italian c'oloey of 

Somal1land (Official Recorda of the Fifth Session of the General Assembly 1 

Supplement No. 101 A/1294). The General Assembly 1 by resoluti.on 442 (V) 1 approved 

this Agreement. In Article 20 of the Agreement, the Administering Authority 

undertakes to "guarantee to the tnhabttanta of the Territory compl.ete freedom of 

speech, of the press, of assembly and of petition, without ~1sttnotton as to 

race; sex, la!\suage 1 polt tical opinion or reltgion1 subject:.c~ to. the 

requirements of public order." Article 8 of the Declaration of Constitutional 

Principles stipulates that "the Admintatertng Authority; tn accordance with the 

principles la.id d.o'\>m in tts own Constitution and legtslat1.on1 shall guarantee 

to all inhabitants of the Territory human rights and. fundamental freedoms and 

full equalt t,y before the law wt thout dtstinctton as to race, sex, language, 

poltt{cal optnton or reitgton,." 

E. ~tine: Que.stton of an internatlonol. ~s.,im,e for thE) .:t,.~rngalem 
area and the urotectton of the HolY Places 

25-. At its 'fourth session the General Assembly by resolution 303 {IV) requested 

the True teeBhip Council to complete t.he pTe para tion of, to adopt and to 1Illl,)lement 

the Statute for Jerusalem. At its 3ixth eesston, on 4 April 19501 the Counotl 

ed.o:pted the Statute (T/592). Many of ~he articl~s of thts draft instrument deal 

With the qt.nstton of prevention of el.i~orimtnation and protection Of minorities. 

Among the i:ro;Qortant provisions are the following~ Artl.cle 9 stipulates that "all 

persons are entitled. to all the rtghta and. freedoms set torth i.n this Statute, 

without distinction of a.ny kind, euoti e.s race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

political or other opinion, national' or Fico tal ei'igin, prdperty 1 'birth or .other 

status"; tha.t "all persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any 

/dtscrtm1nat1on to 



E/CI~ .4/Sub .2/128 
Pace 9 

discrimination to equal protection of the lmr''; that "the legislation of the City 

shall neither place nor recognize any restriction upon the free use by any person 

of any laD(S'.laee in private intercourse, in religious matters, in commerce 6 in 

the presss o·r in publications of any ldnd, or at public meetings"; and that "the 

family law and personal status of all persons and communities and their religious 

interests, including endowments, shall be respected." Article 22 provides for a 

proportionlll representation system so that all conn:nunittes may be represented tn 

the LeGislative Council, Article 32 provttles that the City shall maintain a 

system of education on an eq~ttable basts for all communities in their respective 

languages and in accordance with their respective cultural traditions. 




