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Note: The Sscretery-General has recelved the following statemernt

frum the Intermational hefugee Organization of the
United Natiouns:

1. "The Laternationel Relugee Organizatinn has alweys been intcrested in the
question of how to avoid discriminatory meagures. Although the general acspsct of
the problem was never lost from sight, the aeeivitiee of the Organization
necessarily were of a restricted nature. They concern only refugees -~ and there
again, such reiugees who, according to its Constitution, are within its mundate.
Consequently, IRO's task meinly consisted in;
(a) ensuring non-discriminatory application to refugees of existing
legielation;
(b) endeavouring to have abrogated lsgislation reswlting in discxinmination
ageinst refugees.
2. "In this connexion it may be mentioned that the Secretariat of IR0 has taken
an ective part in the elaboration of the Declaration of Human Rights, in order to
reyresent the specific interests of refugees. In December 1947 & memoiandum was
submitted to the Human Righte Commission of ECOSOC which dcalt, among cther matters,
with cuch subjects as equality tefore tihe law, prevention of discrimination,
it _of asylum (document E/CN.4/4%1/Rev.l). A numbor of suggestionms
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Commigsion at its Third Cesciom,

3. nsed survey of the cctivities cf IRO, ccnnected with
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and pclitical rrotecticn, 1n accordance with Article 2, paragraph 1, of the

censtitution, This functicn alms at sefeguarding the status cof refugees within the

mendete of the Crgenizaticn, t9 which they are entitled on account of naticnal

legislation end Internaticnal law. It equally includes activities to improve that

gtetus in future neticnal leglelation and administrative measures, and in
nternationel conventicns, treaties, agreements and arrangements.

L, "The spocific pcsition of the refugee, who does not enjoy the protection cof

a goverzmeut, necescitutes action of a general character, as well as in individual

casec where digcriminatcry treatment and the status of the refugee is involved.

5 YA few exammples may suffice to 1llustrate the functional scope of these

activities. The refugee has often tc be assisted, when asking for a permit of

sojourn or & permit to worl. It has to bBe ensured that he should be granted social

security rights in acccrdance with existing neticnal legislation. He should be

given free access to educational facilitiss, a&ccess to local courts should be

oven toc him, and it should be ensursd that justice is done in any case to which a

refugee is a pexty. The refugce chould be protected against arbitrary expulsion

¢y depcrtaticn. No foxcible repatriation, la particular no expulsicn to a country

where the refuges 1s threatened with persecution, should take place.

6. "IR0 thexelore, by reason of the specific task entrusted to it by its

Constituticon, je primerily interested in protecting against discrimination refugees
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religicn, nationality (or ahsence of nationality) and political cpinion,
7. "It is, however, fully realised that eny effort made on & more general level
to prevent discrimination will simmwltaneously be to the benefit of the percons
whe are at prescnt the special ccacern of the Organization. IR0 therefore advocate:
the prevertion of discrimination between nationals cf a State, on the one hand, and
foreigners living in that state, on the other, and equally btetween different
categories of foreigners.
8. "ifter a cureful study of docuwent I/CN.4/Sub.2/40 end the Provisional Agenda
for the meeting of the Sub-Commission, the Director-General should like to stress
scoe points wiere IR0 has a particular intereast:

1. Freedom of movement and residence;

2. Freedum of pezceful ascenbly and asscciaticn;

3. Free participaticn in the cultural life of the commmity, sharing in

scientific develcpment and its beneiits;

/4. Free acces
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4. Trec access toc public services, such as the public distribution of
cormoGities, public assietance, scocial security, medical treatment or
hoepitelization, and recreational facilities; and

5. o discrimination or segregation in schools and cultural institutlons.”





