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Not e : 'l'he S9cr etery- Genero.l has r eceived the f ol l owing statement 
from the Internatiom.l I~efueec Orga.i'liza tion :>f the 

United Nations: 

1. 11The ~rt.ernational Refugee O:rga:r1.1zation h&s alwcys been inter est ed in the 

question of ho·,.. t o avoi d dlsc:::<imir..atory n:eaw,ree . Alth :>ue;h the c;encral aspect 'Jf 

the problem wae never l ost from s ight, the a~ivities of the Or ganization 

necessarily wer e of a r e stricted nature . They concern only refugees - a."ld there 

again, such refugees who, acCOl'd.ing to its Co."latitution, are 'd thin its I!lWldat e . 

Consequently, IRO ' s t ask me.inly consisted in: 

(a ) ens~in3 nan-dis~rL~tory application to r~fu88ee of existing 

legielation; 

(b) endeavouring to have abrogat ed l 0gi sl ati on r eoulting in diFJC~·~natiou 

a gainst r efugee s . 

2 . "In t his con..TWxion it mey be mentioned that t,he Secretariat of .rno has t aken 

an active· part in the elabo~ation of the Decl nration of H~na~ Rights , i n order to 

r epresent the specific intere sts of refv.geea . L"l December 1947 a mcm-:>:randum was 

submitted t o t he Human Bie)lte Commission of ECOSOC whi ch dealt, among ~ther matters, 

with ~uch subject s as equality before t he l aw, prevent ion of diacr i mination, 

expl.uei t of asylum (document F;,/GN.4/41/B.ev . l) . .ll. number of sucgestions 

cantai a.Rt~~rlrV rit~Do by the Commission, and JJlE:I.inta i ued i n t he Dbclarati on 

Riah'tta e.dopt ed by Commiss ion at its Third Sesa i on . 
~ lA rJ tt ·gsn · 

11 he f~ll::;wing ~sa c on1 en.sed SUl'TOY of the e.ctivi.tie s cf IRO, c o:P..necte.d with 
vr ... . ; t 0 "' "' ·'to In' vention of a.J.S~a. ory ~aOUl"os . The specifi c task of rno i s t o prevent 
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and pclitical protection , in ac~ordance with Article 2, paragraph 1, of the. 

•J2n::..ti-tl:.t :!. ~~ . This functlc!l a i ms a t s e.f e 01a.:rding the status cf re.f ugues within the 

::Ilbild.t ·.t (-; cf the Cl·gauiza ti:m, t:> which tr..ey arc entitled on accoWlt of' national 

l egi s lat i on and inter national law. I t e~ually includes activities to improve that 

nt~tus in f uttne nat ional l e&islation and administrative measures , and in 

i nternc.tion£.1 coEvent i on s , t reati es , agreelrhnts and arrangements . 

l~ . "The S:rJCif ic :position of the r efugee, who does not enjoy the protection of 

a gover11me41t, necessitu.tes action of a general character , as well a s in ind.iYidual 

case s whe:re dis c:::-·iminatory t:::''eatroent and the status of the refugee is inv olved. 

5. "A feH eXE:UDples may suffi ce to illustrate the fu..11cti onal scope :;f t hese 

acti vitie s . The r efn.gee has o:t;tcn tG 'he a s sh.:ted , vhen a sking for a permit of 

soJourn or a :t:er m:i.t t o l-TOi;1r . It has to be enDured that he should be granted social 

secu:rity rights in a ccor·dance wHh ex.isting netio:na.l legislation . He sho·uld be 

given fr-ee access t o edt~Gational facilities , a ccess to local coU!'ts should be 

open t o him, a..'"la. i t shou.ld be ensured that ju.Btice· is done in a.n,y case to which a 

r efu gee is a pa.r t y . The refugee chould. bet ~otectect against arbitrary ex:tulsion 

cr de:pcrtaticn . No f orcible :re:patr·iation, iu par'ticul ar no expulsion to a c:;untr y 

wher e t he r efugee is tlll'eatened wit:1 persecution, should tal~e place . 

6 . "L~O ther·ef'o:o:::e , by reas on of the specific task entruoted to i t by its 

COl:st i tuti:::m, 1s :prin:arily 1ntereatecl in :p1·ot ecting a .;ainst di s criminati on r ef ugees 
- ~ - _ _, . _ - -L .!\~ -~ .... A - ..: - ..... 4..: ,._ -- ,.. ,..,... ;,,..,_4- -.f" V 0 /"'0-

(.,0... ..l. t:)U a.o a..L.ti0\1 u...L •,..._~ .. .J~~• ... ,u...r..v--...., ... ~ ............ _ ..... ...,w~ .... - · _ __ .., 1 
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r e ligi on , nat~onality (or· absence of nationality) and political opinion. 

7. "It is , however, · fully r ealised that any effort made on a more e;ene r a l level 

t o prevent discrtmin.ation ·HiJ.l s imultane ously be to the bGl.Lefit of t he persons 

who are at :pres.:.nt the speci al C011cern of the Or ganization . IRO therefor e advocate; 

the :preventi on ::>f di scrimi;.1at1 on bet ween nationEtls of a State , on the one hand, and 

f or eigners living in that state , on the other, and equally between diff erent 

cat ego:l:'ies of fore ie,ners . 

8. "i-.fter a c<::.reful s tudy cf docwr.ent L:/CN. 4/Sub. 2/40 e.nd the ProvisionaJ. Age~da 

for the meeting of t he Sub-Commission, tne Di r ector -General should like to stress 

sorne points Hher e IRO llas a rarticular 1nte1:eat : 

1 . Fr'eed.om of movement and restdence; 

2 . Freedom of peaceful assembly and aosociaticn; 

3 . Free partici pation in the cultural life of the c::mmnmity, sharing in 

scientifi c U.evel o:pment and itG benefits ; 

/4. Fr ee acces 
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4 . Free a ccess to public services , such as the public distr'i"imtion of 

ccr»•lo&i tie s , pul)lic ess~stance , social security, medical treatmont ::>r 

h~epitalization, e4~d recreatior~l fac ilities; and 

5. No d i s cr im:ination or segr-egati on in school a a.11o. 0v~tural insti tut :l.ons . " 




