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DITRODt1CTORY NOTE 

The purpose of this report is to indicate briefly 
the outcome of such decisions reached by the second and third 

sessions of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 

and Protection of r~inorities as called for action on the part 

of the Commission on ~uman Rights, the Economic and Social 

Council, or the Secretary-General, and to furnish refer~nces 

whereby the actiun taken on them may be studied in greater 

detail. In the Re;;>ort of the third session of the SubM 

Commission on Prc:;ention of Discrimination and Protection of 

Minorities, recou:10ndations decided upon at both the second and 

third sessions al~ set forth in the form of draft resolutions 

submitted to the Cu1mission on IIUI!1an Rights for consideration 

and adoption (.Anne:·c, E/CN,4/358). Decisions of the Commission 

on these recommendations are recorded in Chapter VII of the 

Report of the Sixt::1 Session (E/1681). The action of the Econo!'lic 

and SocialCounc·l on the relevant recommendations of the 

Commission is to be found in its Resolutions 303 F and G (XI). 

/I. INFORMATION 
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I. INFOWJ\TION FROM GOVJ.l:RIMB:N'IS REL.-\TINC:. Tq .:THE· PREVEWJ!ION OF ~DISCRIMINATION 
MID PROTEJTION OF MJ:NORITI:ES . '' ... . . . , · 

j·~ '. ~: :' ~ ·'; .: }· , r· ' ... 1
1
:• < .. '.1L "·. ,·· ' ~ , , '

1 
, 

1. At its second session the Sub-Commtsston adopted a resolution Ofl information 
I ,·;'.. . 

on the St;atus of,Mtnoritt~?J~~~~uti.on ry, E/CN.~/35511 Anne~) tn.~htch 1t called 
. " .·. . \ .... , .. ' .... ·• . " "' . . " . . . . . . . ' . 

upon the .se~.r.e~_Y~peral"to req_ueat the. ~rto~s Governme~ts to furnish him 

w:tt1l, fu~\~.9~~ti)Il .. regard~n{,s legts,l~i~~ mea~u;res for .tf1:e .protectton of any 
'· •. • .• ·· · '· ~ I ', ' ; 1 .• ' .• ' • __: • · •. • "" r. ' ' ' ·• ' 

minority wt thtn. their jurtsd~ctton, tn tho. l.1ght of the. de;ftnttion of mt:norittes 
~ '·. : .l .. ; .~ : ,'' ·. ' ' J . .'· ' • • ' . ' :, • • ' .. '• • 

adopted by .. the Sub..Conmtsaton,. and regard_tng tlle statue. of such m~norities tn the 
\ •,. ·, :" \ '_;~ .• ~! ,. . • .. . ' ' '. ·. . •.. • . . ' : .• ! : ,., 

light of the provisions of t?-~ Univers~l ~ecla:ration of.f.Ul:Jlnl Rights." 

2. At tts third. ~easton the. Sub..Commtsston adopted a resolution OP legal measures 

for th~· ~~e.~e~ttoi?-. 9r. dts~rtmiruttto~ (resolution I 1 E/cN.~4/358, A~x) requeattng 
<f f, t .~' .: , ' . • ·

the .Secretary~ei?-e~:.

/;·"·(~):'T~ mak~ a~an other GoverDments, 
f ·•.. •• ' ' 

to.furnish htm as soon ae practicable but tn ~Y case. not lat~+ than 
... ~ • :. ~: , ' ' : • , • •· , • . • ' r ' ·• '· ,. , , ; - i , ~ . . . , : ,. • 

31 December_l9501 eJromples (With ~pproJ?r1ate cttatiotJ.S where possible) of 

l~t~~~tton, )~dictal· dects.t6~';, ~d ~ther metho~ wht?h ~av~. beell ,found to 

b~ eape~ t~lly \1-Beful in that COWltry i~ pr~yenttng d1.acr1Il),inat1.o~1 :·in one or 
' . -·• . " '. ' ' • ' ' . . .. . . : ! . . . ~ ', . ~ ' . ' . 

more of the fi,~lds covered qy the Universal neola.r~tton of. H~ ~j.ghts; and 
c (b) ·~o d.t~.t~bute .a brief, a~;Y o~ that ~terte:{. to th~.m~mber~ of the 

~ . . . '·. ! • • 

Sub..Ctrmmission on Preventtqn of Dtscrtm.inatton and P.rotectton of Minorities 
·p;i~~ to . .its f.Qurth a~~at~~.'i · 

3. J!te:_ ~.)!~ .Co~itte·e· on.Pre~e~tiO and of 

MtnC?;r-i.ttes l e~tabltsE:e.d. by the Commt~.s.to,n. on Ruman Rt,ghts. ~t. its ~txth ae~~ton, 
.. ' ~ •I". '~ •. ~ . -:: ; .· • . • . •. ' . • . . ,' ~ ; ' ,· ·, . . • . 

combined and amended. these two ~quests 0f t~e Sub.Commtsston, an,d. submitted a 
4 ' .. ,, · .. · ·.~' . . . ! ·. . -. ·. ,• . ' ~.' '.; . . .· .; .. -~' • · .. · . . ' . . .. . . ' . •• 

draft resolution to the Commtsaton on Rumen Rights (resolution B, E/CN.4/4501 
Annex). 

4. : The' ddmmtsEfl.on· 'dn Human Rtghts} at' t:ts .180th. meettrlg,·:;:~dopted thts drart 

rsaoluttorr (resblutttin Vi.; E/1631) ·by i4 va·t~s· tc,· none, wttli one. abstetitton . 

(E/CNo4/SR.l79'
1hnd mo) I an:d submitted ''tt to ,·the :Bbonomt6 ~d. So:c,tal Council. 

5. . At) ha·· elevelith Beaston the Counctl adopted. the' Cammi.~stbnta; draft ' 
" '_' • ! • • ',, ' - ' ' ' ' , I ' ·, ' ! , . ,.", • ( , ' 

1 
' i '' ·, . , ' 

resolutton,·wlth m1nar amendments, ln the following' form (resolution 303 F (XI)):
The :Economic· ~d. Soctai 'Co\.m.cJL 

:coriAaiirtni tli~ nee<i rbr ·iliorousli ana. 'P:tfe6tse !hio~tton. relattng.· ·to· - ...... ~ 
·,th::~·. ~fe:Verit:ton 1 'of dfa6rtmtn~.fttO~ and; 'the: pro·tec'tton Of. Idtlbritie:S I . 

/Requests 
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Rer.p1ests . the Sacre tary..O.ene.ral: 
·-·"""'"~ .. ' '. 

{a) To tnvtte Governments, Members and non-members of the United 

Na ttons,,·. 

· ( 1) '· To furp1ah. htm, as. soon as pra,c ti.cable., examples. (with 
• ' > I 

appropriate ottat1ons, where poss·tble) of leg1slatton1 

J11dtclal. .dectstons 1 and qther types .of EI.Ption wblch have been 

found· to be especially useful in t~at country in preventing 

{H) 

 dtscrtminatton tn·:Qne or mor.e of the .ftelQ.s covered by the 
., ·.' '·' ' . 

 Universal: Decl.aratio!J. of H~)~,tcb,ts; 

To furnish htm, as soon_ as practiccvble, full tr.f'op:IJatton 

regarding. the protection of ~Y minority wt_thtn .their 

jurtsdtctton by leGislative measures ~d in th~ ltght of the 

Utliversal Declaration·.of Hm)lan Ric~~s;. and 

(! 11)' To 'fU...""llish htm, in parttcUlar, such 1nforma._t1ol1 a~ could 
. 

serve as a basts for deftnt-oo the t'¥rm 11minori ttes" l 

·(b) To 'distribute the informa.t1on received ~r<:>m.· Governments in response 

to th<Hr invitation to. tbe ~~bers of the Sub...COinm.tssto:p. on the .... ' . . . 

Preveritton of Discrtmtnation· and Protection of Minorities prior to its 

fourth eesst.on. 

6,. :The' Secretary-General ctrculated'.•thta re.aolution to, all gpvernments, Members 

and non-Members of' the United Nattona, on 28 Sep,~ember 1950. 0~. 21t May .1:951 he 

sent a second lettei- to all governments which u.p .. to that time had, not furnished 

the requested tnformatton. The replies reoetved ha:ve been circula,ted to ~mbe~a 
of the. Sub..Conni.tas.ton in -documents E/CN.4/Sub.2/122. and addenda.. 

II, 
7 • At t t~ third sese ton the Sub ..Commission ad.:,pted a resolut1on on eduqa:tt.onal 

mee.surea for the prevention of discrtmtnattoti (re·solutton II, E/cN.4/3581 Ann~x) 1 

recommending ad~p'tion·by ·the Council of a draft resolution on this subject, The 

drfift re.soiutton { t) drew the attention of Manibe? States· to the Ul:'ISent neqeestty 

of taking steps to elfm.tnate all forma of dtscrimtna:tton in the' schools; 
' i ' . . • . ' 

(H) emphasized the part Which prtvata ed.ucattarial esta:blisbments :and: 

non...governmental organizations mat pla;}<tn eozb.blit.tng pre,.:N.,d~~e and. discrtmtnatton; 

(tit). referre~. to the ~cti~ittes. of the Uhtteli: Nations Eduoatto:rlEq.~, ~cientific 
and Cultural Orgentzatton, trivtttng tt'to gtte dtie'·emphasts too those practical· 

/acttvi ties. 
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activities in the field of education which are likely to lead to the eradication 

of preJudice and the elimination of discrimination and, in this connexion, to 

bear in mi:n.d the opportunl ties tor progress afforded by adult educational 

activities; (tv) noted certain resolutions adopted by UNESCO tn 1950 concerning 

the improvement of textboolw and teaching materials, the conduct of educational 

seminars and the publlcation and distribution of selected materiels from each 

s~minar; (v) referr&d to UNl!Bco•a forthcoming statement on race from the viewpoint 

of present sctenttftc k:n.Gwledge, and requested mmsco "to give priority and the 

necessary ~unds to the preparation, publication, and dissemination of stmple and 

readable books or pamphlets, baaed on scientific facts, explaining the fallacies 

of exaggerated race theories and religious and other prejudices; and invited 

Member State's to dtstr.tbute such books or pamphlets widely among all their peoples. 

and to disseminate these ideas in their public sduoation programmes. 

a. The resolution was referred to, and was discussed by, the ~~Committee, 

'which adopted a draft resolution on this subject (resolution D1 E/CN.4/4501 

Annex). 

9. The Commtsston on Human Rights unanimously adopted the dra:f"t resolution 

proposed by the Conmtttee after amending it (E/CN~4/SR.l80}. 
, 10. The Council agreed, in principle, wt th the draft :resolution (resolu tton VII, 

E/i681, Annex IV)' proposed by the Commission. It 'noted that the references to 

UNliSCO required amendments in the light of subsequent· developnienta, and made the 

necessary alterations~ In connexton with the reoominend.atton concerning the 

publication of books and pamphlets tt ~s suggested that they should be based on 

the. general moral principles contai:ned in the Charter of the Urit ted Nations and 

th~ Universal Declaration of Ruman Rights, as well as on sotanttfic knowledge. 

The resolution finally adopted by the Council (resolution 303 G (XI)) reads as 

follows: 

Be~ievtns that· education playa a great part in the preventio.n of 

dtsor1.minat1.on, and that positive and lasting results tn preventing 

diacrtmtnatton are attainable tn educational establishments, · 
. ' . . 

.Afftrm!ss tts convtctton that one of the principal goals of educ.ation 

should be to elbninate all forms of discrimination and to eradicate such 

preJudices as may lead to the cammtsston of acts of d1sortmtnat1on, · 
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Eni?tastzl-;~~ that considerable assistance in this matter may be given 

 by non-governmental organizations ancl :private institutions, 

~.!.~ wtth satisfaction the initiative taken in this field by the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization tn the 

improvement of text-books and teaching materials, in the co~duct of 

educational seminars tn the training of teaching personnel, and in the 

 :preparation of a sta.tement on race from the vie"W:point of :present scientific 

knowledge 1 

~mm=e;.;.;nda_,· • that l..fember States: 
(a) Adopt measures to be applied in educational establishments 

designed to eliminate discrimtnatton; 

(b) Distribute the books and :pamphlets referred to in sub-paragraph (b) 

,below as widely as possible among all their :peoples; and 

(c) Introduce, in so far as poastble1 the ideas contained in the books 

or pamphlets referred to tn sub-paragraph (b) below into their education 

programmes J and 

Recommends that the United Nations Ed.ucational1 Scientific and 

Cultural Orgeynization: 

(a) Give· emphasis to such practical educational activities as are 

likely to eradtq~te prejudice and d1scrtmination1 bearing in mind the 
opportunities afforded through adult education; and 

(b) Undertake, as ,soon as practicable, preparation and wtdest 

possible dissemination of tnformatiQn through suitable books and 

pamphlets baaed on scientific knowledge as well as general moral 
principles contained in the Charter of the United Nations and the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and designed to expose fallacies 

of race theories and to combat preJudices which give rise to 

discrtmtnation." 

ni. DEFINITION OF ·MINORITIJ!S AND INTERIM MEASU'REE ro BE TAKEN FOR TEE P~TION 
OF MINORITIJlS 

11. At its third session the Sub~Commiasion adopted a resolution on the defin1tic 

Of mtnortttes for purposes of protection by the United Nattona (resolution III 1 

E/CN.4/358). 
12. At the same session it adopted a rssol~tton on interim measures to be taken 

/for the proteottc 
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for the protectton of mtnor:t tlea···(resolut19n V 1 E/CN.4/35S, Amt.ex) recom:ne~dtng 
that the Ecouomtc .and So~ial Counctl ~dopt ~d transmit tq th~ ,General··~~sembly . . . . ' . . . 

a draft resolution on interim measures to be taken for the protection of 

mlnortties. Both .proposals \~ere referred to ;the Ad Hoc Committee for -·--
consideration~· 'Tlle' COmmttt;e~. also had before· ! t a draft resolution proposed by 

the Rep:reeentatt ve of', :the ·Unt ted· States of Amerlca· (E/CN.4/Ac~li/L.l). it 

adop.ted the latter' text,· ar'ter amending tt, re'cotnmeriding that the Comm.tss'ton on · 

Human R.tghta oSbould not ·fQ:.. wt:rd. these two' 'pro]?osala of the Sub..Comro:isston· to .the 
' \. < j, • I 

Council,· b.~t ehoUld :~quest .the Sub..Commtsaton to give further study to the 

problenr of the pro tee Uon .of nitnori. ties wt th a view to the development· of 
. ' ~' " .' . . . . . . 

further proposala. The Corumtttee also suggested. certatn a.mencbnente (resolution E, 

E/CN.4/450 •\nneX). 

13. The Comm.tsston Ol} Burnan Rights, after disoussi~ the propesaJ. surmttted by 

the ~ ~-- Conto.ittee· (E/Cl~~4/SR.l80) adoptei" .. MlOXldmente :propos~d· by th~ 
representative- of Belgium (lf',/CN.4/467) and the United KtngU.om. {E/CN.4/464). The 

Commtllston then adopted by 12 votes to 'l'lODII 1 wtth three abstentions, the 

followtng resoluttoti (reaol·-:.ttop J; E/lf131, paragraph 67): 
"The.Conmtast9n or HRW!ffi Rtg,h~s, 

"!!!:,.tl.m, ~Ofl-21.9-~l'f~ the draft resolutions· recommended by the · 

·.Sub..Commi~~ion on Prevention of Discrtminatton and Protection of Minorities 

rel~tl.:og to a d~fint t11on of mtnort ties and interim measu~s 'to be taken for 

the. protect ton of mfnort ties, · · 

u~ecosnJztM that ,the SU.b..Commieston decided at its third ·session that 

the· protec·ttc:m ot mtnort ties by 1.nt~rnat1onal agreement should be conside1"6d 

further at t t~ next· seas ton, and · 

"Reco~Dizins. that theSub..Qommt~aton will have edd'\ttoD.al.' tnformatton 

at. t ta ne~t sesaton: from Member: GOvernments regarotng. mtr.ort ties. whtch 1 t 

propo~es ~o c~ider before' eoinplettng·t ta ~corimendattona · rela.'tlng to 
' . ' 

.thelr protection by' in",ernattonal agreelll€n-t, 

, "E!c1-$_,s thl).t t t ts premature to foNai-d to ·the Ecoriomtc sOcial 

.-Oo.unctl the<r.esof.utton 'relattng tc) a deftn1 tton of -minort tt~s and the 

re_solutton·on tnt~r1.m measures 'to be taken' for the' protedtion of mlnOrttiea; 

. "Decides acco~tr.gly oot to fomrd' 'these t\{6 'draft resoluttona to the --Economic and Social Council tn order to enable the Sub.Commiaaion to use 

/them tt' necessary 
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them. 1f necessary for the development of its further :proposals on minorities. 

drawing the attention of the Sub-Commission to the discussion cf these 

drat·t resolu tiona in the Co:mmission on Human Rtgh ts." 

IV. CO..OPERATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

14. At ita second ses.sion the Sub..Corr.mtsston adopted a resolution en " 

oo.:bperation of" :non-governmental organizations, :proposing that the Secretary• 

General be requested to request non-governmental organizations to furnish to the 

Sub-commission, annually, certain factual material relevant to the 

Sub.;Commiaston' s terms of ·reference (resolution VII, E/CN.4/358/Annex).. The 

resolution was referred to, and discussed by 1 the ~ !!22. Committee_. The Commfttee 

· aubm.ttted the fol.lowtne revised version .of 1 t· (resoluttori C 1 E/CN.lt/4501 .Annex) 

to the Commission: 

"The Commtsston on HUl!lan R1shts 1 

11~£?6ntztoo the valuable co-operation already given by various 

non-governmental organizations which have been brought into consultative 

status with the United Nations, 

"Rec·osniztns, the special and important role that such organizations 

can play in the development of the tasks of the Sub-Commission, 

"~eguests the Secretary..Oenera:l: 

"(a) To invite all such organizations to furnish annually, and at any 

other time desired by them, factual information relevant to the 

Sub.Commtsston's terma of reference; in particular, factual and 

statistical information such as may assist the· Sub-corm:n.isston with 

respect to Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

"(b) To submtt information received from such non-governmental 

organizations to the Governments concerned, and to furnish to the 

members of the Sub-commission the~tnformatton recetvea from the 

non-governmental organizationfil 1 accompanied; if available 1 by any 

relevant commentaries or other data received by the Secretariat fram 

the Governments concerned." 

This text failed of adoption in the Commission by 8 votes to 4 with 4 abstentions 

Members of the Commission observed that non-governmental organizations having 

consultative relationship with the EConomic and Social Council already were 

/entitled, 
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' 
entitled., by resolution. 288 B (X). of bhe Counctl; to submit statements to the 

Sub.ocommisston (E/cN.4/s:R .• iso). 

V • NATIONAL CO.ORDl:W:\.T::qlTG COMMITT.E.'ES 

15, At its second. seoston the Su.b-Gommtsst<;>n ~d,opted. a: resolu.tton .on ~.tional 
I ' ' ~ , ',.. > , I , ' , ~ " 

co-ordtna t~-t .cOinm~ t tee a, r~.ques ti:ng the :Secre"Gary~eneral ~resolu tt~ VIII, 

.J;./cN .4/358) Annex): .. · 

"(a) To take whatever s.te]?s be mpst l?ra.cttcable to e,.chteve tn. e~h . 
, • • • , ' • ' ' ·~ t • .. , •' • • I : . ~ : .. , 

State the e~:~tabltsbment of a national co-ordinating COJ;Illll~t.tee of ~ttonal 
• ,. ;• < • ' ' ... _. •' • ~ ' " ' • ~ , ' ': I ' ' ' 

secptona of non-go~ernmental omantza'litona holdtng,coll$ultat~ve stat1,1a with 
' ' ' • ' :, ' I ' ' " ' •" !',, ,· • t'•,• 

 the Vnt ted Nat.t.ons; . ,. .. ,. . . . 

"(b) To request .sueh :national. c~-or.9,1~tilJS ~~ttte.ee,. ~hen eata.b*-1-~hed,'. . 
• • ,: • : •':_ " • ' ' '' • ' •' ) • ' ": • ~ ,,: -r • "-,• I ' ', ': \. • } .< •'' 

to fom .a Human lU.aht~. S~~ Ccmmt~tee; .• .
"(c) To obtain annually from such above col!lplitt0es as may. be establtshe9,, a .. . . . . . ~ 
report as to the result of their activities; and to furnish a summary of 

such report to the members of the ?u.b.-comm.tsston prior to each session." 

16. The Ad Hoc Committee proposed. that no action be taken on this recommendation --
(E/CN.4/450, paragraph 15). The Commission on Human Rights adopted this 

proposal. 

VI.. RIGHT OF THE SUB-COMMISSION TO FORWARD PROPOSALS TO TEE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL 

17. At tts second session the Sub-cammtsston submitted to the Commission on 

Human Rights a draft resolution recommending "that the Council grant the 

Sub-commission the right to forward proposals, which the Sub-commtsston specify 

as being urgent proposals direct to the Economic and Social Council." 

(resolution IX, E/CN.4/358, Annex). 

18. The -M !!22, Committee decided unaniinously to recommend that no action be 

taken by the Commtsston on this proposal (E/CTJ.4/),501 pa!'(IQraph 16). The , 

Commission on Human Rights accepted this recommendation. 

VII. THE HANDLING OF PETITIONS 

19. At tts seoond session the Sub..Commtsston adoptod a resolution on the 

handling of petitions (resolution VI1 E/CN,,4/358, Annex), recommending "that the 

Economic and Soctal Council amend 1ts resolution 75 (V) with a vtew to granttng 

the Sub.Commtseton on Prevention of Discrtmtnatton and Protection of Mtnortttes 

/the right 



' 

the rtght to make re?Qrts on matters brought to it~ att~ntto~ in the course of 

exomtntng ct:mmunioattons relative to tho prevention of discrimination and the 
, ·. ~~ ·~. . ~·: 

Prote~tton ~f mtnort ttesj 11 eo.nd suegeattng a procedure for the handling of urgent_ 
' , ;-' . ; . ~ ~ ·. , . ; : '•' • ~ : I •, . " • . . ·. . .;, . 

problems tn the field ot diacrtm:tnatton pending the establishment of measures 
.. •·• .... : • ' . • • : • ., . ··: ,. c. ' 

for the implementation of the International Covenant on HUman R~ghta. · 

20._ Tb.).B Pl'9P0Sal.,waa considered by the ~ 2 Committee on Comm~tcat!ons at 1 ta 

meet.tt?a_qn i'May 1950 .<~/CN.4/l£~l~/SR.l). The report which thiaOommittee 

Blf~ttte~ :to th~ Cornmt~a.ton (E/cN .4/.460/Rev .l) 1 which wa·s unantmousl; a~pted at 

th~" i79th ~ettng (EfcN.4/SR.li9), :~reseed the optnton tha-t until me~ures of 
' ~ . ·, 

~ementatton of the International Covenant of Human Rights hA?e been dao~~ 
"·f • . '!. ' .,..... . ... 'l • . : ·-~· . 

u:pal, -tt would b~ p;ematW..e to sanction'~- procedure for he.ndl.tng complaints or 
..... _... "'.··.·'·. ·._.!":: ... ;·: . .·\ .. \.... , ""r;- .~· ·• ~ 

pettttoDa by_ a Sub..C~Jmmiss ton other than that at present tn force for dealing wt th 
.,.., t .. ·-~ . • • . . .  

communto_attona relating to human rtghta •. 
·




