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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The purpose of this report is to indicate briéfly
the outcome of such decisions reached by the second and third
sesgions of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minoritles as called for action on the part
of the Commission on Human Rights, the Economlc end Social
Council, or the Secretary-General, and to furnish refcrences
whereby the actioun taken on them mey be studied in greater
detail, In the Report of the third session of the Sub-
Commission on Provention 6f Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, recormendations decided upon at both the second and
third sessions are set forth in the form of draft resolutions
submitted to the Cuimlission on Human Rights for consideration
and adoption (Annet, E/CN,4/258). Decisions of the Commission
on these recommendations are recorded in Chapter VII of the
Report of the Sixth Session (E/1681). The actlion of the Econonic
and Soclal Counc’l on the relevent yecommendatlons of the
Commission is to be found in its Resolutions 303 F and G (XI).

/I. INFORMATION
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I. TIFORMATION FROM GOVERNMENTS RELATING TO THE PREVENTION OF IEBCRIMINATION
AID PROTICTION OF MINORITIES , .

1. At its second session the Sub-Commission adopted a8 resolution on infomation
on the Status of Minorities (resolution Iv, E/CN h/358, Annex) tn which 1t called
upon the Secretary-General' " to request the various Governments to furnish him
with full itﬁ'ormation regarding legislative measures for the protec tlon of any
minority wi thin their Jurisdiction, in tho light of the definition of mirorities
adopted by the Sub-Connnission, and rega.rd.ing the status of‘ auch minorities In the
light” of the provisions of the Universal Decla.ration of Fuman Rights."
2, At its thim session the, Sub-Connnission adopted a resolution on legal measures
for the prevention of discrimination (resolution I B/CN 4/ “8 Annex) requesting
the Secretary—General
e "(e) To make arrangements with each Member Govsrnment,‘and other Governments,
to furnish hinm s soon as practicable but in a,ny case, not later than
3l December 1950, examples (with appropriate citations vhere possible) of
legislation, judicial decisions ) and other method.s Wh‘Loh have been Found to
:be especially useful in that country in preventing discrimination, in one or
more of the fields covered. by the Univeree,l Deolaration of Human Rights 3 and
;(b) To distribute a brief summary of that material to the members of the
Sub-bmmission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
_prior to its fourth session.
3. ’;J"The Ad Hoc Committee on Prevention of Disorimination and Protection of
Minorities, established bJ the Commission on Eman Rights at 1ts sixth session,
combined end amended. these two requests of the oub-Commission, and submitted a
draft resolution to the Commission on Human Riphts (resolution B, E/CN h/1+50
Annex)
b, The Commission on Human: Rights » “at 1ts 180th mseting ’ adopted this draft
resolutiorr (resolution VI E/1681) by lh votes to none, with one ‘abstentlon
(EVCN 4 /SR.179 "and 180, and submitted 1t to 'the Ebonomic and Soctal Council,
5., A&t Tts eleverith session the Council adopted. the Commission's draft '
resolution, With finor amendments in the following form (resolution 303 F (XI))
The_ Ecommic and Social’ Counc=i=Z_l._,
‘ Considerigg ‘the need for- thorough and precise infomation relating to
the prevention of discrimination and the proteotion of nninoritiee, ‘

/Requests



E/cN.L/sub.2/12k
Page 4 ¢ '

- Bequests the Secretary-Genersls
(a) To invite Governments, Members and. non-members of the United
- Nationsy
(1) : To furnish him, as soon as practicable, examples (with
 appropriate oltatlons, where possible) of legislation,
Judictal decisions, and other types .of .agtion which have been
found to he espectally useful in thet country 1n ,preVentlng
discrimination in:one or more of the flelds covered by the
‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
(11) To furnish him, as soon as.practicable, full irformation
’ regearding the protection of eny minority within their ,
Jurisdiction by lezlslatlve measures and in the light of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and :
(111)” Tofurnish him, in particular, such in:Eormation as could
: servé as a basis for defining the term "minoritles”;
(b) To distribute the information received from. Gevemmenfs in response
to thié invitation to. the members. of the Sub-Comissien on the
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities prior to its
fourth session, :
64 ' The Secretary-Gensral clrculated this resolutlon to all covex'nments . Members
and non-Members of the United Nations, on 28 September 1950. On o May 1951 he
sent & second letter to all governments which up.to that time _had, not, furnished
the requested infomation, The replles recelved have been circule,ted to ‘memb,elr_s
of the Sub-Comiission in documents F/CN,4/Sub,2/122 end addends. |
I, FDUCATIONAL MEASURAS ¥OR THE PREVINTION OF DISCRIMINATION
Te At its third session the Sub~Commisslon edopted a resolutlon on educational
meesures for the prevention of dlscrimination (resolution II, E/CNk/358, Annex),
recommending ad,option by ‘the Council of e draft resslution on this subject, The
draft resolutton (t) drew the ettention of Member States to the urgent neceselty
~of taking steps to elimmate all forms of dlscriminatien in the schools;
"(11) emphesizéd the pert which private educatiorel establishments and .
non—governmental organizations mst play in combating prejudlce and. dlscrimination,
(ii!.) referred to the activities of the Uniteé Nations Educational, Sclentific
and Cultural Organization, inviting 1t to give due emphasis to.those . praotical

/ac tivities,
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activities in the field of education which ere likely to lead to the eradice.tlon
of prejudice and the eliminatlen of discrimination and in this connexion, to
bear in mind the opportunities for progress afforded by adult educational
activities; (iv) noted certain resolutions adopted by UNESCO in 1950 concemlng
the_ Improvement of textbools and tea.ching materials, the conduct of educational
semiuafs and the publi.ce‘ti.on and distribution of selected materials from each
semnar;' (v) referred to UNESCO's forthcoming statement on race from the viewpoint
of present sclentific knowledge, and requested UNESCO "to give priority and the
necessary funds to the preperation, publicetion, and dlssemination of simple and
readabls books or pamphlets, ‘based on sclentific facts, eﬁcpi’aining the fallacles
of exaggerated rece theorles and. religious and other prejudices; and Invited
"Member States to distrlbute such books or pamuhlets wid.ely emong all thelr peoples.
and to disseminate these 1deas in their publi.o education programmes,

8. The resolutlon was referred to, and was discussed by, the Ad Hoc Committes,
‘vhich adopted a draft vesolutlion on this subject {resolution D, E/CN.4/u450,
Ammex)., '

9. The ;Commtssion on Human Righte unanimously ed.opted the draft resolution
proposed by the Committee after amending it (B/CH.4/SR.180),

1‘10.. The Council egreed. in principle, with the draft resolution (resolution VII,
' E/1681, Annex IV) proposed by the Commission, It noted that the veferences to
UNESCO required. amendments in the light of subsequent d.evelopments , and made the
neceseary alterations. In connexion wi.th the recommendation concerning the
publica.tion of books and pamphlets it was suggested. that they should be based on
the geneml morel pri.nclples contained 1n the Cherter of the Unlted Nations and
the Universal Declaration of Human Righte , a8 well as on aclentific knowledge.
The resolution finally adopted by the Council (resolution 303 G (XI)) reads as
Tollows:

“_%ngig epd Soetal Council,

Bolievi eving that’ education plays a great pert in the prévention of
dtscrimination, end that posltive and lasting results in preventing
diacrimination are attalnable in educational establishments, '_

Affirming 1te convictlon that one of the principal goals of education
should be to eliminate all forms of dlscrimination snd to eredicaté such
pre Judices as may lead to the commisslon of acts of discrimination, °

[Bmphestzing
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Fmphaslzing that considerable asslstance in this matter may be glven

by non-governmental organizatlons and private instltutions,

Noting with satisfactlon the inltlatlive taken in this fleld by the

United Nations Educational, Sclentiflc and Cultural Orgenlzation in the
improvement of text~books and teaching materials, in the conduct of
educational seminars in the tralning of teaching personnel, and in the
preparatlon of a statement on race from the viewpoint of present sclentific

knowledge,

Recommends that Member States:
(a) Adopt measures to be applied in educational establishments

deslgned to eliminete dlscrimination; .
(b) Distribute the books and pemphlets referred to in sub=paragraph (b)

below as widely as poesible among all their peoples; and
(¢) Intrcducs, in so far as possible, the ideas contained in the books

or pamphlets referred to in subeparegraph (b) below into their education

prograxmmes) end
Recommends that the United Natlons Educatlonal, Sclentific and

Cultural Organization:

(a) Give emphasis to such practical educational activities as are
likely to eradicate prejudice end dlscrimination, bearing in mind the
opportunities afforded through adult educationi and |

(b) Undertake, as soon as practicable, preparation snd widest
possible dissemination of information through sulitable books and
pamphlets based on sclentific knowledgo as well as generel moral
principles contained in the Charter of the Uni ted. Nations and the

. Universal Declaratlion of Humen Righte and designed to expose fallacies

of race theories and to combat preJjudices which give rise to
discrimination,”

III, DEFINITION OF MINORITIES AND INTFERIM MEASURES TO BE TAKEN FOR THE PROTECTION

1,

OF MINORITIES ,
At 1ts third session the Sub-Commission adopted & resolution on the definttic

. of minorities for purposes of protection by the United Nations (resolution III,
B/cN,4/358).

12, At the seme session 1t adopted a resolution on interim measures t.o be taken

/for the proteetic
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for the pactectlun of minort*tes (rasolution v, E/CN /358, Annex) recommendlng

that the Economic and Social Council adopt and transmit to the General Assembly

a draft resolution on interin meesures to be taken for the protection of
minorities, Both proposals vere referred to ‘the Ad Hog ‘Committee for

considerationy, The Comm? Ltee aleo had before 1t a draft resolution proposed by’

the Representative of ‘the United States of America (E/CN.L/AC11/L,l)s It

adopted the latter text, af'ter emending 1t, recommending thet the Commission on '
Bumen Rinhta should not fo;wzrd these two proposals of the Sub-Ccmmiasion to the

Council,’ bum chould request ‘the Sub-Commission to give further study to the
problem of the protectlon of minorities with & view to the development of

further p:oposals. The Connittee also suggeeted certain emendments (resolution E,

E/CN4/450 Annex).
13, The Commission on Humen Rights, after dissussing the proposal -submitted by
the Ad Hos Cormittee’ (B/CN,} /SR,180) adopted amondmenis proposed by the
representative-of Belglum (%/CN.b4/467) and the United Kingaoﬁ (E/CN b,/ueu).
Commigsion then adopted by 12 votes to nome, With three e.bstentions, the |
following resclution {resol:tion J, E/1681, parsgraph 67):

"The.Comisston cn Human Rishts,
"Baying comsiderel the draft resolutions’ recommended by the

The

‘Sub-Comnission on Preventlon of Discrimination and Protection of Minoritles
relating to a deftniulon of mlnorittes and interim measures “to be taken for
the protection of minorities, ‘ '

Reuggniztgg that - the Sub-Commisalon ‘dscided at 1ts third session that
the protection of mlnortties by international agreement should be considered
further at tts next’ aession, end

“Recogniztgg that the Sub-Gommiselon w1l have ad&*tional informﬂtion
at 1ts next aession from Membex: Gove«nments regarding minorities which 1t
’proposes to oonsider before completlng 1ts recommendations relating to
 thelr protectton by in4 ernational agreement,

N "Decigga that 1t is premature to forward to thé Economic and Soclal
:Coanctl the - resolutton relating to'a definltion of minoritles and the
reaolution on 1nter1m measures to be taken for the protection of minorzties,
""Decides accordingly not to Porward ‘these twp dreft resoluttons to the
Economic and Soctlal Council in order to enable the Sub~Commission to use

/them 1f necessary
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them if necessary for the development of its further proposals on minorities
drawiﬂg the attentlion of the Sub-Commission to the discussion cf these
draft resclutions in the Commission on Human Rights,"

CO-0PERATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
At 1te second session the Sub-Commission adopted a resolution ca *

co-operation of non-governmsntal organizations, proposing that the Secretary-
General be requested to request non-governmental organizations to furnish to the

Sub-Commission, annually, certain factual material relevant to the
Sub~Commission’'s terms of reference (resolution VII, E/CN %/358/Annex), The
resolution was referred to, and discussed by, the Ad Hoc Committee. The Commlttee

‘submltted the Following revised version of it (resolution C, E/CN,4/450, Annex)

‘to the Commission:

"The Commission on Humen Rights,

"Recognizing the valuable co-operation already glven by various
non-governmsntal organizations which have been brought into consultative
status with the United Nations,

"Recggnizigg the special and importent role that such organizatidns
can play in the development of the tasks of the Sub-Commission,

"Requests the Secretary-General: |

"(a) To invite all such organizations to furnish annually, and at any

other time desired by them, factual information relevant to the

Sub-Commission's terms of refersnce; in paftibular, factual and

statistlcal information such as may assist the Sub-Commlssion with

respect to Article 2 of the Universal Declaratloh'of‘Human Rights;

"(p) To submlt information recelved from such non-govérnmsntsl

organizations to the Governments concerned, and to furnish to the

members of the Sub-Commisslon the Information received from the
non-governmental orgenizations, accompanled;‘if avallable, by aﬁy'
relevant commentaries or other'dats recelved by the Secretariat from

the Governments concerned,"”

This text falled of adoption in the Commission by'Sbvoﬁes to 4 with 4 abstentione
Msmbers of the Commlssion observed that non;govsrnmental organizations having
cOnsultatlvs :elationship with the Economic and Sociel Council already vere

[entitled,
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entitled, by resolution 288 B (X) of the Council; to submit statements to the
Sub-Commission (E/CN h/SR.lBO)

V.t NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING»COMMITTTES
15, At its second seosion the Sub-Commission ad,opted a. resolution on mtioml
co-ord.inating committees B requesting the Secretary-General (resolution VIII
E/cN, u/358, Annex)
" (a) To take wha.tever steps may .be most practicable to achieve in each
otate the establisbment of a national co-ordina.ting committee of national
,secbions of non-goyernmental organizations holding consultative status with
the United Natipns,
"(b) To request such national co-ordinating committees, when established,
to form a Human Rights. Standing Committee;
"(c) To obtain annually from such above committees as may be established, &
report as to the result of thelr activities; and to furnish a summary ‘of
such report to the members of the Sub-Commission prior to each session,”
16, The Ad Hoc Committee proposed the‘ig no action be taken on this recommendation
(E/CN.&/%O, paragraph 15), The Commission on Human Rights adopted this
proposal,
VI. RIGHT OF THE SUB-COMMISSION TO FORWARD PROPOSALS TO THE ECONOMIC AND SQOCIAL
COUNCIL
17, At its second session the Sub-Commission sulmltted to the Commission on
Human Rights a dreft resolution recommending "that the Council grant the
Sub=Commission the right to forward proposals, which the Sub~Commission specify
as belng urgent proposals direct to the Economic and Social Council,"
(resolution IX, Z/CN,4/358, Annex),
18, The Ad Hoc Committee decided unanimously to recommend that no action be
taken by the Commission on this proposal (E/CN.4/450, pavegreph 16}, The .
Commisslon on Human Rights accepted this recommendation,

VII, THE HANDLING OF PETITIONS

19, At 1ts seound session the Sub~Commission adoptod a resolution on the
hendling of petitions (resolution VI, B/CN,4/358, Annex), recommending "that the
Economic and Social Councll amend 1ts resolution 75 (V) with a vlew to grenting
the Sub=Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minoritles

/ the right
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the Mght to make reports on matt:ers brought to its attentlon ln the course of
exgnining cormunications relative to the preventlon of discrtmination and the
pro!;actian of minorities;" end suggesting 8 procedure for the ha.ndling of urgent
problems m the Fleld of diacrimination pending the eetabliahment of measures C
for the implemontatmn of the International Covenant on Human Righte.

20, Thls proposal was considered by the Ad Hoc Commitiee on Communications at its
meeting onl ‘May 1350 (E/CN bfag, 13/SR.1) The report which this Committes
sutmitted to the Commission (E/CN h/héO/Rev.l), which was una.nimously adopted at
the 179th meeting (B/CN. 4/SR.179), expressed the opinion that until measures of
mlementation of the Internatioml Covenant of Human Righte hava teen aecmed
upon, it would be premature to sanction any procedure for handling complalnts or
petltt-ona by a Sub-Comm‘Lseion other than that at present 1n force for dea.ling wvith
commioatlons relating to human rlghte.
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