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Plams for the 1950 World Census of Agriculture are going fcrwafd in
many countries, The report of the firet sesslop of the Bub-Commission
and also the special report on the uses of ssmpling in censuses released
by the Commission have been made evailable to national officers reponszidle
for planning the census work, There is considerable interest in. the
application of sempling methods to emumerations., There 1s also an wrpgent
need for the hendbook on sampling methods which ths.cammissién discussed at
ite firet meeting.

A training echool for sgricultural statisticians of the Middle East,
which was held in Baghdad in the spring of 1948, gave particuler emphasis
to the use of sampling in current crop statistics, A training centre
Tor cepsus workers in Latin Amerilca, which is to be established in Mexico
City in the fall of 1948, will include training in eampling methods as
& mejor element 1n the curriculum, FPlaps for other training centres
likewise will include sampling es a major part of the work,

At a meeting of government officilals concerned with the production,
distribution and utilizaetion of yice held in Bagulo in March 1948, FAO
was requested to give particular attention to questions of coverage and
comparabllity of rice statistics., The conferonce laid speclel omphasis
en tha preparstion of unbiased satimntes of screage and production, It
dosired thet in this connection an effort be pede to encourage the use
of crop cutiing end sample surveys throughout the rice production area,

A ptaeff member is now collecting informatlion on the methods used and le
giving particular attention to the meothods used in rice statlstics
with perticuler attention to sampling methods. A major section of
that study will deal with the methods used in crop cutting work and
?'ﬂ?ys*tn h results of crop cutting are related to the yleld
cetimates curr tly being produced. It is known that in some cases the
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results of crop cutting ere used directly to secure objective estimates of
yieclds, that in some casce the crop cutting work is used chiefly to provide
objective tests of the accuracy of observers' judgments; and that in some
cases results of crop cutting experiments are used from time to time to
establish revised norms. The purpose of this study is to provide information
on methods actually in use to assist govermments in developing procedures
appropriate to their own peeds.,

It has become apperent that there is need for literature describing
in detall procednxea vwhich have becn used in sampling work, slong with
& critical evaluation of such procedures and the results secured. The
small amount of literatwre of that type which has become avaliable for
&istri‘bu‘bian tc; s‘te.tistical offices has been welconed by tiose offices.

The Su‘b-Cammissicn fey wish to give attenticn to gunstions-of the
~application ‘of sampling rrocedures to tebulations in 1n:zs czses in which,
~ for one resson ;:Jr enothe:, complete enumeration hes a3 ~:%y been done .
or 1s likely to be carried through. It would no% be diTiicult to find
cases in which the value of the results actiually secured wouid be-
‘considerably enhanced 1f sample tabuletions were to be used, nor would it
be diffigult to find cascs 1in vhich an overloaded tabulation unit could
produce far more useble neteriels if attention were given to the
possibilities uf tabulating some of the items for only a sample of the
vopulation for which they- were secured. :
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