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THE GERMAN MINORITY IN DENMARK

Danish Schleswis: Area, population, industry, languege and reliszion

The nortliern pert of Schleswiz, or South Jutland, which was reincorporated
in Dermark in 1220 after the plebiscite provided for in the Treaty of Versailles
(Article 103), ccvers 3,082 squere kilometres, According to the 1945 census,
the total noyulction of Schleswig amounted to 200,012, or 4.9 rer cent of the
total populetion of Denmark,

The maln Industry of the province is agriculture. The four principal
towns -- Haderslov, Sdnderborz, Aztonrze and Touder -- live mainly on the trade
wvith the moighbouring covntryside., IDaderslev has 17,500 inhabitents, Scderborg
14,000, Aatenrsa 12,000 and Ténaer 7,500.

The principal lancuage of 1he drovincs hee been Danish firom time immemorial.

Accordins to & Cerran sowrns, the Gerusen minority ves estimated at
approximately 30,000 perconz, issz then 10,000 of whom spoke German., That minorlty
ropresents leza then 5 por cent of the totel nopulation of the province of
Southern Jutlend,

At the tire of the plebiscite, 75,000 percons voted for the return of the
province to Demrark and epproximately 25,000 for the continuation of German rule.
There 1o no dlvision on rrlizious lines eince the Cerman minority, like

most of the population of Demmmrk, belonzs to the Lvanelical-lutheran thurch,

Tnoorporation
The incorporation of the restored land of South Jutland in the Danish State
dates from 15 June 1920, when the frontier wag established officielly.

Danish end Germen mationality
Act No. 474 of 5 Sertember 1920 rrovides that persons hetitually resident in
the province of South Jutland on 15 June 19220 who had untll then been German
nationals would become Danieh subjects, with the exception of those settling there
after 1 October 1918, The rersons thus eligible for Danish nationality could,
before 15 June 1922, opt for German mationzlity provided they settled in Germany
within one year after exerclsing the option. The time 1inlt for optins was

LA

extended to 31 Deceuber 1922 by special agrecment between Dermark end Germeny.

/Elections
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Elections
The first elections in which the population of that arez narticinated were
those held on 21 Septeuber 1920 for the Chember of Deputies (Follelinset) 2nd on
1 October 1920 for the Semate (Landstinget).

Ferticipation in elections

In the 1935 electicns for the Chamber of Dopuiies 70,419 electors voted for
the Danlsh 1ists end 15,016 for the CGerman liets, In 1947, 83,471 electors voied
for the Danish lists and 7,464 for the Gorman lists. The nurmber of resistered
electors was 102,721 in 1939 and 110,290 im 1947. The percentase of voters was
91,9 por cent ia 1939 ari Ph.” per cond in 1047, The numier of voites cast for the
German lists represented 0.30 vor cent of ihe total mmber of veters throvushous
the country in i947.

Economy
The Cermen popvwlation ol South Jutianl s tieated on oxucily the same footing
as the Danpe in cconomis mattera. 'The varipus credit Innbtitutions set up by the
Danish Goverment to holp the povulation drring the econounic crisis are
admlinistered without any preference baced on ratlonal considerations,

Trieguntlon Of eiieh, Tay 1uce Sonds antland

When the question of the anrexetion of tlis northern part of Schleswisn to
Demmark wes ralecd after the First World Var ot the Peace Confervence esrly in 1510,
the Danish revresentatives pointed out that the extremely lilteral lew of Denrerk
would apply to all the inhabitants of the rectored territory, irrocurcctive of their
language or dilsposition, and that law, vhich ensured Ffreedom of eluention, would
provide the necesnsery guarentees (see annox below).

The literal principles ol Denish law are ewbodied in the Constitution Act,
vhich guerantees to Danish subjects freedom of edvsation(rerasraph 83), freedom of
religion (paragraphs T4 and T77), freedom of tle precs (pavarraph 84), froedom of
assoclation (paragraph 85), freedom of ecsembdly (parasraph OC), tho inviolability
of the home and of vroverty (perasrevhe 79 and C0) end protectc them s einst
arbltrary actions by the evecutive nover (parasreph 78).

Furthermore, the absolute equality of all Denish citlzens in politicel matters
ils a fundarental principle of the Denish lew jovernin; electionc to the legtislature
and others,

/2roportional ropresentation
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Proportional representation, which 1s applicable in all elections, gives each
minority, such es a national minority, the widest possible opportunity of obtoining
a fair reprecentation,

There 1s nothinz in Danish law to deprive Danish citizens telonging to a
linguistic or natioral minovity ol any rights enloyed by the other citizens of the
country, They a2ro all equal before the law aud possess the same civic and political
rights, resoriiess of tiheir national sentiments,

The explanations submlitted by Demmark to the Peace Confeiernce were approved,

Denmarl: is not bound by any treaty comesrning the CGerman wminority; Denmnrk,
on ite own initiative, established the lawa end regulations ersuring the protection

of the Gerwan wincrity in the rrovince of Seuth Jwtland,

Since the minority does rot differ frum the vewsinder of the popuwlation either
in rece or in religlon vt oniy in lengrage, Donish lejiclation end edministration
had to concentiaie exclusively or almosh evglusively on the minority's right to
education in and %o the use of the Jerman lansuage arnd, hence, on 1ts participation
in German cultize,

The relevant rerulatlons are not contalined In speclal legislation relating to
the minority, but in the statutes and decrees which introduccd Denish lezlslation
into that »rovince: thles lemislatlon has occaslonally teen sunnlemented and
amended. When practical experisnce revealed deficiencles, the lezislature or the
adnministration alopted fresh provisions to correct them.

As a result of the rocovery of part of the terrltory lost after the war of
186k, special lezislation that had until thor. been upknown in Denwark hed to be set
up In order to resulate the position of the German minority in certain recpects.

£s a gemerel rule, the laws concerning the country as a vhole also &pply to _
the minority; s%till, the lenjvase used in education, by the official authorities,
in and by the courts and also by the Chnrch hes been dealt with in specizl
leglslation, the.purpose of which is to protect the legitimate interests of the

German minority without prejuficingz the principle of the unity of the Danish State.

Lengvace of cducation
Under Act o, 407 of 30 June 1920 concerning the establishrent of State
schools, includinz secorndary schools(of which there are now four in South Jutland),

the lansuage of education in these schools is Danish. Nevertheless, the
/Minister of Public
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Minlster of Public Educatlon was empowered to declde that puplls could, on their
parents' request, receive tultion in Cerman during the trennltlion years Tollovinj
the restoration of the province to the Danich State.

Between 1920 and 1945 there were public and private German schools Iin South
Jutland, Cerran pubiic schools weve alolished in 1945, Trivate schoole received
50 crowns yer pwil a3 o State grant. In 1935, there were 52 German priveate
schools wiih 1;803 punils and 32 pudblic commmal schools with 2,317 »uplls,

In 1949, there were S5 private Germon schools, bdut that nurbder will probebly be
increased to 13 in the nsar future.

/Purposes end Spirit
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Purposes_and spirit of educstion
With regerd to the purposes end spirit of education, the Ministry of Public

Fducation admits the principle that German-language schcols, apart from teaching
the lenguane, cre baced upon German culture.
Ceet_of oduceiion

Trho rules ia force in the oftbew parts of the country concerming the cost of
education in zlzuertery raplic scrools also apply to South Jutland. The communes
of the province sye entitled %o »eceivo State eubsidies for the schools; they may
aleo obtzin reimbursement from the State for pert of the cost invelved in the
divigsion of schoels into Danisi: erd Cerman sides.

With regard te hizler educaticn. Denirh end Germen scliools are on en equal

footing.

Locel inavection of schools
Local inspection of Danisl and Cermmn primazy schools is carried out by s
Joint committee, the Danisi and vexusan nembers of which are elected by a
proportionsl ballot, so that the minority is always repiesented.

Private schools

Thore is ncthing to prevent the establisiment of Gexrmen private schools.
They mey obtesin Stete sulsidies under the scame conditions as other private schools
in the country. Geriman high schools suthorized to grent school-leaving
nasr the Some conditione se tha anvmasnanding

T - - - 1 %% - - -
COEITT1I1CHLES reculve SLOLE DLUGLIULIGS wiusr ond S

Denieh eclicols.

b

[ SRR, B

The Education Act for South Jubtland provides: "The rules of the general

]

legisletion with respect to education, urnder which childrea in raceipt of adeguate
tuition gt home or in private schocls are erempt from ettendsnce st public
elementary schools, zpply to the provinces of Sfouth Jutlend".

Pursvant to Act INo. 412 of 12 July 1946 concerning private schools using the
German lengusge snd home-tuition in Germen etc., private schools vsing this
lenguege es the medium of inetructlon in South Jutland mey continue to exist and
new schcole mey be esteblished. It is not necessaiy to obtain s permit to
estecblish tnese schocls and perents muy eend thelr children to them freely.

Under the Elementsry Schoola fAct of 13 Moy 1937, parents may give a declaration
to the effect that they will themselves srranzge for the home-tuition of their
children in German. The Minister of Public Education prescribes to what extent
end in what clrcumstances otier children may alsc teke pert in this home-tuition.

/Private schools
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~ Private scnools are subject to public inspection (Act of 12 July 1946,
paragraph 3). Paragreph 1 provides that in these schools, Denish shsll be teaught
satisfactorily, and adequate instruction given in Danish civics, ss well as
history and geography. The choice of teachers, the text-books and the curriculum
require the aprroval of the competent authoritiss.

The matecial used for home-trliron requizcs the approval of the Schcols
Commissicn.

The scheools in South Jutland which use German for teaching purposes are, under
the Free Sclioole Act No. 416 of 12 July 1946, eligible for the same Stste
subgsidies as the other freo schools in Denmark. In no case may a school receive &
subsidy exceeding GC per zent of its total expenditure. Tho result of this
system as a whole is z largs incvrsase 1n State contributions to Germsn private
schools.

DfZieisl language

In principle, under Act lic. ©C8 of 23 June 1920, Danich iIs the official
language.

Under thie Act, which does not refer to the language of the courts or of the
church, the usa of German is a“aitted in dselings with private individusls; where
the use of the Danish lenguage would involve considerable difficulties, petitions
written in German may be taken into consideration and the Gevman largusge mey be
used in communal meetings and on local committess and councils.

Language of the courts

Under Act No. 260 of 28 June 1920, Danish jurisdiction was introduced in
South Jutland end accordingly, Danish weo declared the lanpuage of the courts.
Yet, persons who can prove that they are rasident in South Jutlend znd who state
that they do not Imow Danish, may use Germsn before the couris either in writing
or orally. The services of an interpreter are used unless tho court and the
persons taking part in the prececdings stzts that they have s sulficient knowledge
of German. These rules refer to the applicetions and documente submitted to

the court.

The records of the courts ave dravn uvp In Daznish. DBut & court may, in its
discretion or at the request cf ons of the psriies, requirve stztements made in
court in Gexrman to be likewise rsproduced in Germasn. The narties to the case or
other parties interested who, bsing resident in South Jutland and having no
knowledge of Danish, are entitled to obtain extrects from the couxrt records,

/may require
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may require that these extracts be accomppnied by a translation into German. The
expensee of interpretation or translatioﬁ are defrayed out of public fundas,
Lenguage of the church
Act Wo. 288 of 28 June 1520 provides that the Ministry of Church Affaire may,
at the requs~t of the ccmmunity end after consultation with the provecat end the
dne rgarc to Lle intersots of the minority, decide if and to

bishop, anc lavinz
what extont thy langusgs of the church in each community slall be Danish or German
and take the necoscary steps so that the minority shall be ministered to in ite
own langusze. ‘ ' :

‘Under Decree No. 321 of 3 Auguet 1921, Donisgh is, in principle, the language
of the church,

Act No. 241 of 28 June 1920 authorirzes the Miniester of Church Affairs to -
approint the necessary nuwuber of clergy to minister to thcse members of the
community whe cennot recelive tle ninletationn of the regulay incumbent of the
perish in their own lansvage. Tae Steto pays a subsldy towsrds emolumsnts of
these clergy.

Act No. 235/1922, peragraph 5, establirlies as a requisite for appointment as
e pestor in Couth Jutlend, where 1oliglons services are held in Danish or in
Cermen, en adequste knowledge of hoth languages and of religious life in Germony.
For this purpose scholerslLips for study courses in Germsny may be granted to
Donish thenlasians

Religious services for the Geyrman minority in South Jutland
This question is governed by tho Decree of 30 Marcih 1925. The exnonses of

the ministry emong the Cermen minority eve cefrayed by the Netioasl Church and

ty the Tressury.

Under the Decree of 3 March 1933, the four pesstors of the German parishes
in the four towns of South Jutlaend are to continne in their poats, but when
these become vacaut, the question of their coatinuation is to be re-examined.

In the towne end in the rursl avess of South Jutland the German pastors are
entitled without specfal permicsion to use Germsn for religiouns servicos.

In the rurel perishos, memiers of the Germsn minority may have the services:
held in German, either in the framework of the National Church, or in special
congregations. The latter are financed by thelr own members, dbut they are
ellowed to use the church bullding for a very small fee.

/Some German
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Some German parishes in rursl sreass heve made errangements for the German
pastors in the towns also to conduct religious services in the country. In other
cases, a former pastor with German training hass obteined permiession to use
German for the services and religious cersmonies in the buildinges of the Nationsl

Church.
A8 an indication It may e meniioncd thet in 1038 there were 55 represanta-

tives of the Gavuen ainority out of 700 membere elected to the couvncila of
congregations, ead thet in 1945 only 21 members out of 733 electad rep.esentzd the
German minority.
Activitles agoinst the Denish Thato

Certain persons belenging to vhe Germnm rminority in Scuvuhr Jutland were
sentenced after the Second World Wexr for activities egainst the Daonlish State
beceuse they had collasborated, either in politicel or economic mstiers, with the
German troovs during the occunrsicn cf Denari: firom 190 to 1945. Thase psrsons
have been treasted with les3s severity then other Denish citizens, es the sccused's
attachment to Gereny was taken into considepstion. TFor tidis purpose the Ministry
of Justice frequently reminded prosoccutors tihst dvring proceedings they ought
to emphasize the reasons for mibigating the nenalties vo which the mewbers of the

German minority were liable. (See the report of the Ministry of Foreipn Affeirs

of 8 February 1949.)

3 ANNEZX

Statement on the subject of the Cermen minoritics

mede by the Denish Minister in Peris on 6 March 1919 to *is

Peace Conlference Commission on the problams of Schlezwig:

"In answer to a gusstion rrom the Chaiiman of the Comrission, the
Danish delagates heve the honour to reply as followa:
"Phe delegetes agree that tio reunion of Daanish Schleswis with the
Kingdom should be brought abcut in such a manner that the future
citizoens of the Danish State will te treated according to the sarm
liberel and democretic principles and will enlcy the same rights.
This means, of course, that tie netavel right of tho mincrities to use
thelr Geiman langusge will be reanected. The delegntes point out particulerly
that the principle of free schocls has slways been pert of the lew of

Denmark."





