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Report of the Secretary-General 

1. The terms of reference. of the Committee on Contributions call for· the 
Committee to advise the General Assembly in regard to the application. c;f.' 
Article 19 of. the Charter. That Article provides as follm-rs: 

"A Hember of the United Nations which is in arrears in the payment of its 
financial .contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in the 
General Assembly if the amount of its arrears equals· or exceeds the amount 
of.the contributions due from it for the preceding two full years. The 
General Assembly may, nevertheless~ permit such a Member to vote if it is 
satisfied that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control 
of the Member. " 

2. At the opening of the resumed thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly 
on 3 March 1981~ the Central African Republic .and South Africa were in arrears 
in the payment of their assessed contributions under the terms of Article 19. 
A statement of their arrears as of 1 January 1981 and of the contri-butiohs due 
for the preceding two full years is given in annex I to this doc'~1ent. 

3. By letter. of 26 February 1981, the Permanent Represen,tative of the Central 
African Republic to the United Nations asked the Secretary-General to make an. 
exception to Article 19 of the Charter and to allovr the Central Africa.."l Republic 
to participate in all votes which VJ;ould take place ·within the course of ·1981. 
Recognizing that this matter should be dealt with by the General Assembly9 
the Secretary.,..General addressed a letter to the President of the General Assembly~ 
a.rawing the latter 1 s attention to the communication dat.ed 26 February 1981 
from the Permanent Representative of the Central Africa.'1 Republic to the Unite9, 
Nations .. At the 104th plenary meeting of the General Assembly, the President 
of the General Assembly made the following statement : 

"Before we proceed with the agenda for this morning~ I should like to 
invite the attention of the Assembly to document A/35/792/Add.3, which 
cpntains a letter of 2 March 1981 addressed to me by the Secretary-General. 
This letter transmits a communication from the Permanent Representative of the 
Central African Republic to the United Nations vrhich contains, in particu1ar, 
the following request~ and I quote: 

81-14479 I .. . 
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"'In view.of this situation, ~,rhic1: is due to circumstances 
beyond my qountry' s control, I ""rouJG. :r-es_uest you to make an exception 
to the application of Article 19 of the Charter of the United Nations 
and authorize the delegation of the Central African Republic to 
participate in all votes truten at the resumed thirty-fifth regular 
session of the General Assembly and any other sessions which may be 
held in 1981. 1 

"In this regard, I would pOint out that rule 160 of the ru.les of 
procedure stipulates that the Committee on Contributions shall a(::~visc the 
General Assembly 'on the action to be taken with regard to the a}J:pl:Lcr:1t:.:r .I 

of Article 19 of the Charter'. 

"In view of the nature of the request, I would suggest that the 
Committee on Contributions be invited to consider ·this matter as 
expeditiously as possible." 

4. In addition to Ambassador Kibanda's letter to the Se~retary-General, which 
is reproduced in full in annex II to this document, the Secretary-General had 
also received a communication from the President of the Central African Republic 
dated 15 January 1981 to which he replied on 23 January 1981. The texts of · 
these two communications are also given in annex II. 

5. In reviewing the request of the Central Africa...'l.:;Republic, the Committee -vrill 
have to decide whether the Central Afrioalll! Re;public 1 s· failure to pay is due to 
conditions beyond the control of the Member." ·'The ·cons-istent practi.ce of the 
United Nations, as borne out by the proceedings of the General Assembly and of 
the Committee on Contributions, indicates that the conditio~s referred to were 
calamities such as floods, earthquakes, civil strife and economic collapse, 1-rhich 
made it impossible for the Hember concerned to raise the funds neces!;!ary to meet 
its financial obligations. Arrival at such a finding wot:ld entail examination of 
technical data regarding the effect on the economy of a M:ember State of such · 
natural disasters. These technical data, as well as other :pertinent information 
on the economic and financial situation of the Central African Republic, are given 
in document A/CN.2/R.443. 

6. Besides the advice that the Committ.ee will give to the General Assembly on the 
action to be taken with regard to the application of Article 19 of the Charter~ it 
has been the practice of the Committee in the past to include a paraGra}Jh in its 
report to the General Assembly to the effect that (a) it had taken note of tb.e 
report of the Secretary-General; (b) at the conclusion of its session certain' 
specified Member States were in arrears in the payment of their assessed 
contributions within the terms of Article 19 of the Charter; and (c) it had 
authorized its Chairman to issue an addendum to the Committee's report at a later 
date if necessary. The Comr.i.di~te<O. may wish to follow -the same procechire in t.he 
present instance. 

I c. Q 
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Arrangements for the payment of con.tributions in currencies other 
· than United Stat~-~~.J:j5}1~ri · 

7. On the recommendation of the Co:mmittee .on Contributions, the General .. 
Assembly, by its resolution 34/6 A, .paragraph 3, of. 25 October 19'79, authorized 
the Secretary..,.General to accept, at his discretion and after consultation with 
the Chairman o,f' the Committee on Contributions, a portion of the contributions 
of Member States for the calendar years 1980, 1981 and 1982 in currencies other 
than United :States ·dollars. 

' .. ' 

8. 'In the foregoing connexion, it was the unanimous decision of the Fifth 
Committee, during the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly in 1970, to·· 
include the following paragraph in its report: 1/ 

"In the context of the factor regarding the ability of Member States 
to secure foreign currency, and taking into account General Assembly 
resolution 2291 (XXII), the Committee recommends that the needs of the 
Organization in currencies other than the United States dollar should be 
met by giving priority for payments in non-United States currehcies to.the 
countries whose currencies they may be.'! 

At the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly, the Fifth Committee~ in 
discussing once again the question of contributions in currencies other· tha~ 
United States dollars, decided without objectiorito include in its report '2./ 
the following paragraph, which was endorsed by the General Assembly at its 
1979th plenary meeting on 8 November 1971: 

"The Fifth Committee took note of the fact that • in makint; arrangements 
for payments by Member States of 1971 contributions in currencies ot?er than 
United States dollars, the Secretary-General had taken into accow1t the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee set forth in paragraph 8 of its report 
to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth sessio1i. 3/ · In 'that· conne:xion, 
the Fifth Committee approved the interpretatl.0n given-:--by the· Sec:rF.:t:::ry:...General 
to the meaning of the 'wrd 'priority v mentioned. in that' directive, whic:h he 
had correctly taken to mean ~bsolu.te priority ana reconh.'rJ.ends that the · 
Secretary-General should continue to implement that directive in the same 
manner in the future . 11 · · · · · 

9. In making arrangements for the pajment of contributions for 198I~ the 
Secretary-General, in a corrummication dated 7 January_ 1981, iri:forroed Member 
States of the currencies other than United States dollars which :i.t vras estimated . . . 

1/. Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty':""fifth. Session., .Annexes~ 
agenda item17 s document 1,.T8i83-;para:-s-:··- ---- · ·- -··· --· :-- -- .-~ -~-~ ---.--:~----

2/ Ibid. , Twenty-sixth Se_ss0.!!.LAnn_e_;lf_es. a.genda item 80 ~ document A/8489, · 
para. 11. 

21 Ibid., Twenty-fifth Sessi9~, agenda item 77, document A/8183. 
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would be required by the .Organization for the financinr; of its expenses •. The 
19 such currencies" are··listed below: 

Austrian schill~ngs 
Belgian francs 
Chilean pesos 
Egyptian pounds 
Ethiopian birr 
French francs 

'Indian rupees 
Israeli shekels 
Italian lire 
Jordanian dinars 
Kenyan shillings 
Lebanese pounds 

Mexican pesos 
Nf?therlands guilders 
Pakistan rupees 
Portuguese escudos 
Swiss francs 
Syrian pounds 
Thailand baht 

Following replies received :from Hember States , and at the time of the. p;reparation 
of this report, arrangements have 'been made to. accept from eight States the 
equivalent of $1.2 million in seven currencies other than the United States dolln,r 
as follovrs : 

United Nations regular budget 

Currency of payment Member State 
United -States dollar 

equivalent 

Czechoslovak korunas 
Egyptian pounds 
French francs 
Indian rupees 
Nicaraguan c6rdobas 
Pakistan rupees 

Turkish liras 

Total 

Czechoslovakia 
Egy:pt, · 'J 

Comoros 
India 
Nicaragua 
Pakistan 
United States 
Tu:r~ey 

40~000 
50,000 
47,291 

32h ,000 . 
48,500. 

399,896 
2503000 

35,000 

1,194~687 

The foregoing amount compares with a .total of $2.6 .million which :the Ccmmittee 
had been informed, at its fortieth session in 1980, \.rould be accepted from 
six States in five currencies other than dollars. In fact payments totalling the 
equivalent of $4.7 million in 12 currencies were received from 15 States. 

10. It will be noted that for 1981, three of the currencies shown above were not 
included ~n the Secretary-General's communication of 7 January 1981. In the 
case, of Czechoslovak korunas and Turkish liras the. omission was due to .the fact 
that the Organization's expenses in these currencies were relatively small. 
However, following the requests from the respective Governments, it was agreed 
to accept the equivalent in korunas of $40,000 and in Turkish liras of $35,000. 
With regard to the Nicaraguan c6rdobas, we had obtained UNDP ar,reement to· utilize 
c6rdobas for its own expenses and credit the United Nations with the d.oliar 
equivalent at the time payment was made. HowPver~ any loss on exchang2 that 
might subsequently be incurred by UJIIDP would be defrayed ·by the United Tifations ~ 
and, in turn 9 by the Government o:f Nicaragua. . · 

I ..... 
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Letter dated 26 February 1981 from the_Permanent Repres~ntati~~~ 
the Central African- Republic to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General 

In~-: .; "'J • -'"'-'- .;.(';J.!l.., -. J~Yer~c~2./ 

I ha:Ve the hon~ur to infor:in you that owing to its many economic clifficult:ies 
the Central African Republic, which has just emerged from a debilitated sittccat='' 
is not 'in a positio!l. to honour in the immediate future all its interna,t:i.onroj_ 
even its national, co~itments. 

In the message recently addressed to you by His Excellency Mr. David Dacko,­
President of the Central African Republic; which was delivered. to you by the· 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ·of the Central African· Republic during his visit 
to New Yor~ in January, the head of State emphasized that the Gove:rnment vras 
confronted with a serious budgetary crisis ~d an enormous public debt \vhich 
impairs the efforts being undertaken in the field of development and reconstruction. 

This situation was confirmed by the mission of Mr. Abdulrahim A. Farah 
which-visited Bangui a few days ago. 

In vie'.r of this situation~ which is due to circurristances beyond my 
country's control, I would request you to make an e±ception to· the application 

' ' '·'. ·, .t ' -' . - •. ' 

of Article 19 of the Charter of the United Nations· a.'1d authonze the deiegatl.on 
of the Central African Republic to participate in.· all votes ta...lten at the resumed 
thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly and ~ny other sessions which 
may be held in 1981. · · 

Such authorization will be provisional, pending consideration by the 
competent Secret;ariat services of the request submitted by the Govern.~.-aent of 
the Central African Republic~ as con·tained in the above-mentioned messar;e. 

(Signed) Simo;:1-Pierre K:::BANDA ' 
.Ambassador 3 

Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations 

I 't; Q. 
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Letter dated 15 January 1981 :t'rom the President 
of the Central African R;;;pu111c addN;ssed to the 

Secretai::Y:G~·-

/Original: French"/ 

On .5 December 1980, the General Assembly of the United Nations proceeded to 
the historic ~doption of the resolution dealing 1rith assistance in the 
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of the Central African Repuplic3 
which for 14 years had been ravaged by a regime decried by the entire 
internat.ional community. · 

That decision, inspired by the great faith which has motivated our 
Organization sine~ you have been presiding 6ver its noble endeavours, was 
unanimously welc.omed by the people of the Certtral Afi·ican Republic, who are more 
than. ev:er determined to hasten the advent of their fuil political, economic and·. 
sociai development. · · 

While expressing its complete satisfaction "'vith. the provisions of. that· 
resolution, the Central African Republic, vlhich is only now recovering from 
being bled dry, trusts that the scheduling of assistance :r-ecOll1."llended therein ¥ill 
be brought forward and consideration given to the possibility of.v:raiving or · 
postponing 6r cancelling the payment of its arrears of contributions to. the ' ' .. 
operating bud15ets of the principal agencies of the United Nations system for the 
budget periods that have already elapsed. 

As regards future budget periods, the . Government of the Central African · · 
Republic ha.s taken significant measures to remit its contributions regularly, 
be15inning in 1981 .. 

It is. therefore in consideration of these factors, which wiil permit a' rapid 
implementation of the above-mentioned resolution, that a governmental mi2.sion of 
the Central African Republic led by Professor Simon BEDAYA NGARO, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, will visit New York and Geneva with a view to making preliminary 
contacts with the senior officials of the organizations of the United JITations 
system.· 

I should like finally to assure you that I personally have entrusted the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs with the task of transmitting this message to you 
and conveying to you my sincere thanks. I trust that you will give credence to 
all that he has to say to you in my name, particularly when he expresses the 
high esteem in which I hold you. 

Accept, Sjr, ·the as:'>uranecc o:r m:r higheat eons:i deration. 

(Signe:_sl) David DACKO 
President of the 

Central African RepubJ.ic 

I fJ.,.. 
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Letter dated 23 January 19G1 f::'om the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations to -t11e1?re~s·Iaeti:'C""()'f"'t'he' ... c€mtral 

African-Republic - ·---

[Original: FrencE:/ 

I wish to thank you for the message which you were kind enough to send me 
through your Minister for Foreign Affairs. It was with warm interest that I 
listened to it and held discussions with the Minister on the questions which 
you raised. 

With respect to the assistance which your country needs for its reconstruction 
and rehabilitation, I should like to assu:re you that the United Nations will spare 
no effort to provide it to your Government as quickly as possible. I have 
requested Under-Secretary-General Abdulrahim A. Farah, Co-ordinator for Special 
Economic Assistance Programmes 9 to visit Bangui next week in order to ~~dertake 
the necessary consultations with the authorities of the Central African Republic. 
The details of this mission will be provided to your Government through your 
Permanent Mission. 

The question of payment of your arrears has also received my full attention 
and, as I have indicated to Mr. Kouala Yaboro, I have requested the Under-Secretary­
General for Administration 9 Finance and Management to study the situation of your 
country within the framework of the provisions of Article 19 of the Charter, in 
consultation with your Permanent Mission. I trust that a satisfactory solution 
wi 11 be found. 

In thanking you again for your message and for having been good enough to 
send the Minister for Foreign Affairs to New York, I ask you to accept, Sir, the 
assurances of my highest consideration. 

( c. -) K t FAT"VI'fi:TV ;:,l,gned ur :.r J.J.UJ:: ~-~--'l 

Secret'ary....:General of the United Nations 




