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1. The. terms of reference of the Commlttee on‘Contrlb 1ens call for- t

Cormittee to advise the General Assembly in regard to the dppllcatzon
Article 19 of the Charter. That Article provides as follows "

"A Member of the United Nations whlch,ls in arrears in the payment of its:
‘flnanc1al contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in the
General Assembly if the amount of its arrears equals:or exceeds the amount
of-the.contributions due from it for the preceding twoefall~year The
General Assembly may, nevertheless3 permit such a Member to vote if it is
-satisfied that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control
of the Mem.ber° :

2. At the 0pen1ng of the resumed thlrtwalfth session of the General Assembly g
on 3 March 1981, the Central African Republic and South Africa were in arreers

in the payment of their assessed contributions under the terms of Avticle 19.

A statement of their arrears as of 1 January 1981 and of the contributions due . -
for the preceding two full years is given in annex I to this document. ’

3. - By letter of 26 February 1961, the Permanent Representative of the Central
African Republic to the United Nations asked the Secretary-General to make an.
exception to-Artiecle 19 of the Charter and to allow the. Central African Republic
to participate in.all votes which would take place within the course of 1981.
Recognizing that this matter should be dealt with by the General Assenbly,

the Secretary-General addressed a letter to the President of the General Assembly,
drawing the latter's attention to the communication dated 26 Tebruary 1981 . '
from the Permanent Representative of the Central African Republic to the United
Nations. . At the 104th plenary meeting of the General Assembly, the President

of the General Assembly made the follow1ng statement:

"Before we proceed with the agends for this morning, I should like to
invite the attention of the Assembly to document A/35/792/Add.3, which
contains a letter of 2 March 1981 addressed to me by the Secretary-General.
This letter transmits a communication from the Permanent Representative of the
Central African Republic to the United Nations which contains, in particuvlar,
the following request. and I qucte:
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"'In view.of this situation, vhich is due to circumstances
beyond my country s control, I would recuest you to make an exception
to the application of Artlcle 19. of the Charter of the United Nations
and authorize the delegation of the Central African Republic to
participate in all votes taken at the resumed thirty-fifth regular

session of the General Assembly and any other sessions which may be
held in 1981.°

"In this regard, I would pointwout that rule 160 of the rules of
procedure stipulates that the Committee on Contributions sha 211 anT se the

General Assembly 'on the action to be taken with regard to the anpl
of Article 19 of the Charter'.

"In view of the nature of the request, I would suggest that the
Committee on Contributions be invited to consider -this matter as
expeditiously as possible."

b, In addition to Ambassador Kibanda's letter to the Segretary-General, which
is reproduced in full in annex IT to this document, the Secretary-Ceneral had
also received a communication from the President of the Central African Republlc
dated 15 January 1981 to which he replled on 23 January 1981. The texts of “
these two communications are also given in annex II.

5. In reviewing the request of the Central African Republic, the Committee will
have to decide whether the Central Africam Republictls. failure to pay is oue to
conditions beyond the control of the Member.: “The congistent practice of the
United Nations, as borne out by the proceedings of the General Assembly and of
the Committee on Contributions, indicates that the conditions referred to were
calamities such as floods, earthquakes, civil strife and economic collapse, which
made it impossible for the Member concerned to raise the funds necessary to meet
its financial obligations. Arrival at such a finding would entail examination of
technical data regarding the effect on the economy of a Member State of such -
natural disasters. These technical data, as well as other pertinent information
on the economic and financial situation of the Central African Republic, are glven
in document A/CN.2/R.LL3, :

6. Besides the advice that the Committee will give to the General Assembly on the
action to be taken with regard to the application of Article 19 of the Charter, it-
has been the practice of the Committee in the past to include a paragravh in<its
report to the General Assembly to the effect that (a) it had taken note of the
report of the Secretary-General; (b) at the conclusion of its session certaln
specified Member States were in arrears in the payment of their assessed
contributions within the terms of Article 19 of the Cherter; and {c) it had
authorized its Chairman to issue an addendum to the Committee's report at a later
date if necessary. The Commitbee may wish Lo follow the same procedure in the
present instance. ISR ‘
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Arrange ments for the payment of coptributions 1n currenc1es other
R than United Staies dclilars

To On the recommendatlon of the Commlttee on Contrlbutlons9 the General
Assembly, by its resolution 34/6 A, paragraph 3, of 25 October 1979, author1zed
the Secretary-General to accept, at his discretion and after consultation with
the Chairman of the Committee on Contributions, a portion of the contributions
of Member States for the calendar years 1980, 1981 and 1982 in currencies other
than United States dollars. -

8. “'In the foreg01ng connex1on, 1t was the unanlmous dec1s10n of the FlPth
Committee, during the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly in 1970
include the following paragraph in its report: 1/

"In the context of the factor regarding the ability of Member States

to secure foreign currency, and taking into acéount General Assembly
resolution 2291 (XXII), the Committee recommends +that the needs of the
Organization in currencies other than the United States dollar should be

met by giving priority for payments in non-United States currenciss to.the . -
countrles whose currencies they mav be.”

At the twenty—51xth session of the General Assembly, the Fifth Committee, 'in
discussing once again the question of contributions in currencies other than
United States dollars, decided without objection to include in its lenort d/
the following paragraph which was endorsed by the Ceneral Assembly at its-

1979th plenary meeting on 8 November 19T1: BERUA

"The Fifth Committee took note of the fact that, in making arrangements
for payments by Member States of 1971 contributions in currencies other than
United States dollars, the Secretary-General had taken into account the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee set forth 1n Darapvaph 8 of its rep ort
to the General Assembly at its twenty-flfth sessi on. 3/ In +hat connexion,

‘the Fifth Committee approved the 1nterpretat10n aven bJ the " Secvei fvmueneral
to the meaning of the word ‘priority' mentioned in that dlrec ive, whic¢h he
had correctly taken to mean absolute priority and recommends that the"
Secretary—General should continue to implement that dlrectlve in tne seme
manner in the future. T

9. In maklng arrangements fbr the payment of contrlbutlons for 198¢, the
Secretary—Genexal, in a communlcatlon dated T January 1981 1nformed Member
States of the currencies other than Unlted States dollars whlch 1t was estlmated /

R U

1/ Official Records of the General Assemblv, Twenty»flfth Sess1on Annexesg'
agenda item 779 document A/8183, para. 8.
2/ Ibld°9 Twentv—s1xth Session, Annexes, agenda item 80 ‘document A/8h89
- para. 11, .
3/ Ibid., Twenty-fifth Session, agenda item 77, document A/8183.
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would be required by the Organization for the ”'ﬁaac1np of its expenses. _The
19 such currencies'-are-listed below: : ‘

Austrian schillings " Indian rupees Mexican pesos
Belgian francs - .~ Israeli shekels . . Netherlands guilders
Chilean pesos . ¢ Ttalian lire Pakistan rupees .
Egyptian pounds -+ . Jordanian dinars Portuguese escudos
Ethiopian birr .. . Kenyan shillings : Swiss francs

French francs .~ ° © *. Lebanese pounds - Syrian pounds

Thailand baht

Following replles received from Member- States, and at the time of the nrenaratloq
of this report, arrangements. have been made to. accept from eight States the

equivalent of $1.2 million in seven currencies other than the United States. doilur
as follows:

United Nations. regular budgét

United States dollar

Currency of payment Member State - equivalent
Czechoslovak korunas o Czechoslovakia © 40,000
Egyptian pounds , - Egypb i ; - .. 50,000
French francs S - - Comoros- o ' 47,201
Indian rupees : India . . ‘ - 324,000 -
licaraguan cérdobas Nicaragua - : 18,500
Pakistan rupees Pakistan 399,896
o ‘ United States , - 250,000
Turkish liras © Turkey = - o . 35,000
Total. ~ _ : ; 1,194,687

The foregoing amount compares with a total of $2.6.million which the Ccmmittee
had been informed, at its fortieth session in 1980, would be accepted from

six States in five currencies other than dollars. In fact payments totalling the
equivalent of $4.7 million in 12 currencies were received from 15 States.

10. It will be noted that for 1981, three of the currencies shown above were nob
included in the Secretary-General's communication of 7 January 1981. In the

case of Czechoslovak korunas and Turkish liras the.omission was. due to.the fact
that the Organization's expenses in these currencies were relatively small.
However, following the requests from the respective Governments, it was agreed
to accept the equivalent in korunas of $40,000 and in Turkish liras of $35,000.
With regard to the Nicaraguan cérdobas, we had obtained UNDP agreement to utilize
cérdobas for its own expenses and credit the United Nations with the dollar
equivalent at the time payment was made. However, any loss on exchange that
might subéequently be incurred by UNDP would be aefrayed'by,the United Nations,
and, in turn, by the Government of Nicaragua. ’
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Annex I7
Letter dated 26 February 1981 fromvthe Permanent Representative of

_the Central African:Republic to the Unrted Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

— . .
/Criginaly French

I have the honour to inform you that owing to its many economic difficulties
the Central African Republic, which has just emerged from a debilitated situati~v,
is not in a p031t10n to honour in the immediate future all its trtecﬁQtJOﬂ",‘:“ .
even its national, commitments.

In the message recently addressed to you by His Excellency Mr. David Dacko,-
President of the Central African Republic, which was -delivered to you by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Central African Republic during his V131t
to New York in January, the hezd of State empha51zed that the COVC“ﬂmEHb was
confronted with a serious budgetary crisis and an enormous public debt which
impairs the efforts being undertaken in the field Of‘development and reconstruction.

This 51tuat10n was conflrmed by the m1331on of Mr.»Abdulrablm A. Farah -
which -visited Bangul a few days ago.

In view of this 51tuat10n ‘which is due to clrcumetances Deyord my _
country's control, I would reouest you to make an eXceptlon to the apprlca+1on
of Article 19 of the Charter of the United Nations ‘and authorize the delegation =
of the Central African Republlc to participate in all votes taken at the resumed -

thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly and any other se351ons which
may be held in 1981. ‘ o ‘ T

Such authorization will be provisional, pending consideration by'the o
competent Secretariat services of the request submitted by the Government of
the Central African Republlcs as contained in the ab0veémentloned meosape.

(sirmed) Simon-Pierre KIBANDA - .
. Ambassador,
Permanept Representative fa
the ”hlted Na+1ons
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Letter dated 15 January 1981 “rom the President
“of the Central African Republic addressed to the
Secretary-General

/B}iéinal' FrencH7

On 5 December 1980 the General Assembly of the United Nations proceeded to
the hlstorlc -adoption of the resolution dealing with assistance in the
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of the Central African Repubbc9

which for 1l years had been ravaged by a régime decried by “the entﬂre‘
1nternat10ral -community.

That de0151on inspired by the great faith which has motivated our |
Organlzatlon since you have been presiding over. its noble -endeavours, was N
unanlmously welcomed by the people of the Ceritral Afrlcan Republic, who are more

than ever. determlned to hasten the advent of the1r full polltlcalD evonomlc and f“
social development.

Whlle express1ng its complete satlsfactlon with the prov151ons of that
resolution, the Central African Re'oubllc which is only now recovermg from-
being bled dry, trusts that the schedullng of assistance recommended thereln Wlll
be brought forward and consideration given to the pos51b111 ty of ValVlng or :
postponing or cancelling the payment of its arrears of contrlbutlons to the
operatlng budgets of the principal agen01es of the United Natlons system for the
budget periods that have already elapsed.

As regards future budget periods, the Government of the Cert“al African
Republic has taken 31gn1f1cant measures to remit its contrlbutlons reFularly,‘
begiming in 1981,

It is therefore in consideration of these factors, which will permft‘a‘rapid“'
implementation of the above-mentioned resolution, that a govermmental mission of
the Central African Republic led by Professor Simon BEDAYA NGARO, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, will visit New York and Geneva with a view to making preliminary
contacts W1th the senior OfflClalS of the organizations of the United Nations
system.’

I should like finally to assure you that I personally have entrusted the
Minister for Foreign Affairs with the task of transmitting this message to you
and conveying to you my sincere thanks. I trust that you will give credence to
all that he has to say to you in my name, particularly when he expresses the
high esteem in which I hold you.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of ny highest consideration.
(sigred) David DACKO

President of the
Central African Republiic
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Letter dated 23 January 1981 from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations to the President of the Central
‘ African Republic ‘

/Original: French/

I wish to thank you for the message which you were kind enough to send me
through your Minister for Foreign Affairs. It was with warm interest that I

listened to it and held discussions with the Minister on the questions which
you raised.

With respect to the assistance which your country needs for its reconstruction
and rehabilitation, I should like to assure you that the United Nations will spare
no effort to provide it to your Government as quickly as possible. T have
requested Under-Secretary-General Abdulrahim A. Farah, Co-~ordinator for Special
Economic Assistance Programmes, to visit Bangui next week in order to undertake
the necessary consultations with the authorities of the Central African Republic.

The details of this mission will be provided to your Governwent through your
Permanent Mission.

The question of payment of your arrears has also received my full attention
and, as I have indicated to Mr. Kouala Yaboro, I have requested the Under-Secretary-
General for Administration, Finance and Management to study the situation of your
country within the framework of the provisions of Article 19 of the Charter, in

consultation with your Permanent Mission. I trust that a satisfactory solution
will be found.

In thanking you again for your message and for having been good enough to
send the Minister for Foreign Affairs to New York, I ask you to accept, Sir, the
assurances of my highest consideration.

(Sisned) Kurt WALDHEIM
Secretary-General of the United Wations
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